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names and also suggested by the ground evidence, having no furlong boundaries. The 
modem parish includes lands that were once detached pieces of woodland belonging to 
Great Houghton and Cogenhoe (Cogenhoe Brand). ' 

1 NRO G(H) 251 
2 NRO G(H) 259. 
3 NRO G(H) 263. 
4 NRO G(H) 264. 

Hothorpe 

Hothorpe lies next to Sibbertoft but is in the parish ofTheddingworth, Leics. It had two 
fields in the early 13th century, a small grant of2 acres (called 'virgates') describe 1 acre 
in one part of the vill and the other acre in another part I . 

An enclosure agreement was made in 16662. 

1 BLAdd Ch. 22,012. 
2 NRO YO 606; there were 3 fields in 1639 (YO 90, 175,604). 

Houghton, Great 

M 1972 
No open-field information has been discovered for Great Houghton. A plan of the 

furlongs has been pub1ished l . Enclosed in 16122. 

1 D. Hall, 'Great Houghton parish survey' Northamptonshire Archaeol. 14 (1979) 80-88. 
2 NRO S(G)298; NPL 241, plotted in 'Great Houghton'. 

Houghton, Little 

M 1972 F 1782 P c. 1829 (furlongs) 
A plan with identified furlongs has been published 1. Little Houghton had 3 fields in 

the 18th century2. The 1723 glebe was distributed in South Field 24 lands (1 of them 
ley), Middle Field 23, South Field 37 lands (13 of them leys). 

The arable, lying almost entirely as single lands, is fairly uniformly distributed 
between the fields with leys listed at the end of the terrier. There was 14 percent Iey. In 
the South Field 24'neighbours are named, there being 9 different people, four of them 
occupying 67 percent of the positions, probably indicating that there was once a regular 
tenurial order. Inspection of a 1782 field book revealed no observable recurring order. 

The glebe meadows 'of 1723 refer to (unnamed) divisions called hides. 
Enclosed with Brafield and Cogenhoe in 18273• A draft enclosure map of c. 1829\ 

shows. the furlong boundaries and names, and landuse. 

1 D. Hall 1976 'Little Houghton 1972, a Parish Field Survey', Northamptonshire Past and Present 5 (1976) 
295-304. 

2 NRO glebe and field book of 1782 in NRS Transcripts. 
3 Act NRO CAM 62; Award Enclosure Enrolment Vol. 0 p. 123. 
4 NRO Map 2838. 

Irchester 

M 1965 
Irchester parish contains two townships, Irchester and Knuston, and Irchester 

township also contains the shrunken hamlet of Chester, lying by the side of the Roman 
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walled town. Knuston boundary can be established from maps, and is agreeable with 
the furlong pattern. Chester had an enclosed demesne in 17561 and its lands were in 
Irchester fields. The fields of Irchester and the fields of Knuston are mentioned in the 
same reference in 1432, proving their separate existence2• 

There were three fields in the mid-15th century; Mitteldalefeld (1437), Briggefeld and 
South Field (1440). Although the names do not occur in a single reference their 
similarity to the later three-field names of Middle Dale, Bridge, and Mill Bunch Field, 
and the existence of a middle field, shows there were three. 

' Several open-field orders were made during 1423-46 (see Chapter 2) and many 
furlong names are recorded in 15th-century court rolls (1422-46), about 30 of them 
being the same as those used in the 17th- and 18-centuries. Unlike many Duchy of 
Lancaster townships, yardlands survived throughout the Middle Ages until enclosure. 
In 1432 half a yardland was stated to be 14 acres and a quarter yardland' was 6 acres3• 

In 1700,2.5 yardlands were split between two heirs4. The total area was 57 acres with 
only 5.75 acres ofley (10 percent). A yardland was therefore 22.75 acres; it had 3 cow 
commons and 20 sheep at that time. The distribution of the yardlands between the fields 
of Mill Bunch, Middle Dale, and Bridge Fields was fairly uniform. 

Irchester was enclosed in 17735• 

Knuston 
Delfeld is mentioned in 1452. A few 15th-century orders occur; in 1431, 'no one should 
tie foals or young horses in the cow pasture at the time of making and carrying hay'6. 

Knuston was enclosed in 17697• 

1 NRO Map 605. 
2 Duchy of Lancaster court rolls NRO X708-9. 
3 Court roll 10 Hen VI in NRO X708. 
4 PRO DL 44 1260. 
5 Act NRO YZ 6150, Award (1774) Enclosure Enrolment Vol. D. p. 327 and ML 381. 
6 NRO court roll 10 Hen VI in X708. 
7 Award YZ 8037; Award Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Bp. 300. 

Irthlingborough 

M 1971 F 1739 
There were two parishes at Irthlingborough, St Peter's and All Saints. The church of 

All Saints, lying on the east side of the vill, belonged to Peterborough abbey and was 
demolished during the 16th century. There may once have been two townships since 
there were six fields. 

A field book of 1739, made by William Brasier (see Broughton for details of the 
format l ) describes 6 fields, Broadholm, Holbush, Upwillow, Fettledine, Knighdand, 
and West Field. The 1682 glebe ofSt Peter's was distributed unevenly in the 6 fields, 
there being 5 percent Iey and grass2; Broad Ham 3 acres, Fitteldine I, Holbush 3, 
Knighdand 2, Upwillow 3, and West Field Iey 0.5, in all 13 acres. 

Yardlands. Peterborough abbey charters record several grants of lands 3 • A yardland 
held by Simon son of Henry Bokkesworth during 1214-22, became split between many 
tenants by c. 1300; the furlongs are fully described, amounting to 25 acres4. 
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The St Peter's 1682 glebe shows that a yardland was 26 acres, calculated from a half 
yardland, which compares well with the 1214 amount. Eight people were neighbours in 
the glebe yardland and three of them held 64 percent of the positions, suggesting a 
slightly disintegrating regular order. All Saints also had halfyardland that went with a 
cottage 'opposite the old churchyard of the devasted church' (1780). 

In the 18th century the Dean and Chapter of Peterborough had 14 yardlands of 
which a tithe of 1 in 30 shocks belonged to the rector of All Saints. This was a third of a 
tithe, probably of the demesne. The meadows were divided into hides, Shittle hide being 
mentioned in 1682. Among the 13th-century furlong names is aldeborugh which is the 
fortified Iron Age and Roman site on a promontory near Crow Hill, and may have 
given its name to Irthlingborough. Details of manorial adminstration are to be found in 
account rolls for 1307-8 and 1309-105• 

Enclosed in 18086• 

I NROML 126. 
2 NRO Irthlingborough glebe terriers. 
3 Brooke and Postan CarteNativorum NRS 20 (1960); 380-92, 520, 547, 555, 557. 
4 Id. 547, 392; the furlongs lie in the whole area. 
5 NRO F(M) Charter 233 and F(M) 2389; see E.]. King, Peterborough Abbey pp. 180-1. 
6 Act NRO ZA 904; Award (1813) Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Mp. 264. 

Islip 

M 1989 
In 1647 Islip had 5 fields 1, a terrier describing in Over Field 9 acres, Hens10w Field 

7.75 acres, Towne Field 14.25 acres, Hie Field 5 acres, and Chappell Field 5 acres. The 
glebe of 1631-1,795 describes only 3 fields, unequally distributed; in' 1771 Town Field 8 
acres, C1apgate Field 9 and Allege (Huxlow) Field 24 acres. There were 10 named 
neighbours in 1631 sharing 37 positions, 3 of them held only 38 percent, showing an 

, irregular arrangement2• 

The 1124 survey returned 1 hide belonging to Westminster abbey and this was stated 
to be 5 virgates in 12843. Yardlands were mentioned in 1349, 1440 and in 1596 when 
they were 36 acres in extent4 . ' 

Court rolls of the 15th century yield a few furlong names, and an account roll of 
1462-4 records payment to John Peyntis of Denford, 'fremason', for making a new 
chancel in Islip churchyard for £14 13 4d, and there was pasture in hand at Fyngford
weye, lying in the falwefeld (fallow) fields. In 1472 the orders of the village were to be 
maintained with half the fines paid to the church6• 

Enclosed in 18007• 

1 NRO SS 3795. 
2 NRO Islip glebe terriers. 
3 VCH iii p. 216. 
4 NRO ML 141 tr.48, 60, 71. 
5 NRO SS 2475. 
6 NRO SS 3588. 
7 Award (1801); NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. K p. 251. 

Kettering 

P 1727 F 1727 
Some detail of the fields of Kettering can be found in the published histories 1• 
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