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parcels of leys (4.75 acres)l. A terrier of the same date, probably the other half of 
the same yardland, had 4.25: 4: 3.75 acres and 3. 751eys (24 percent ley). From which a 
yardland is 36 or 31.5 acres. 

Three fields continued until enclosure, Redbrink being called Stoney Field by 1684, 
Mill Field changing to Holme Field and then to Slipton Side by 1749, and Broad Old 
was called Cranford Slade Field by 17442• The glebe of 1730 was distributed as 5:5:5.25 
acres; there was 5 percent ley in 1749. 

Enclosed in 17653. 

1 NRO SAS 209. 
2 NRO Twywell glebe terriers. 
3 Act NRO BSL 29. 

Wadenhoe 

M 1973 
A 1336 extent of the demesne had a third waste, implying a three-course tilth 1 • Four 

fields were named from 1628 until enclosure; the glebe was distributed among them 
unequally as below2: 

1628 1705 1777 

Moare Field Mere Field 18 items Mar Field 22 lands 6 acres 
Nether Field Meadow Field 1 Meadow Field 3 1 
Midle Field Middle Field 12 Middle Field 17 7 
Hasland Field Hazland Field 5 Has1and Field 11 35 

There was likely to be a three-course tilth, since the meadow field was very small and 
was probably run with one of the others. 

The 53 lands of 1705 were estimated at 19.375 acres and surveyed at 17.49 acres. 
Thirty neighbouring positions were held by 7 people of whom 3 occupied 77 percent, 
implying a regular order. . 

Partial enclosure of 160 acres of land occurred in 1630, arranged by exchange of 
lands3, probably the block of 'closes' marked at the north west next to the woods on the 
enclosure map. Enclosed in 17934• 

1 Gray p. 485 from PRO C 135 43 mlO. 
2 NRO Wadenhoe glebe terriers. 
3 SIaI4 Papers Domestic. Chas I vol. clxxvi no 11; DK 43rd rep, Cal. of Pril!J seals 1632, no. 505. 
4 Act NRO BSL 10; Map and Award, MSP 1; Map 2847 (1793). 

Walgrave 

M 1984 
Walgrave has part of a field book of c. 15001• The demesne was of the dispersed type, 

each entry being marked in the field-book margin, showing that the book was probably 
made to identify it. 

There were 3 fields in the 17th and 18th centuries, South, Middle and North Field 
with land distributed as below at various dates: 
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North Middle South Total Tardland Date 
F~ld Fuld Fuld acres number 

1 8 roods 10 13 7.75 } = 1.375 1611 2 

2 49 roods 20 51 30 1611 2 

3 43 acres 50.75 36.25 32.5 3 16573 

4 118 roods 110 135 90.75 1.58 1751 4 

A quality book of 17765 has the Field next Hannington (wheat; 2.6 pages), Middle 
Field (beans; 2.7 pages), North Field (fallow, 2 pages). 

The terriers are difficult to add up because of variable entries of roods and lands; the 
yardland size apparently varies 27-57 acres. The stated 50 yardlands equated to the 
parish area of2,253 acres (1876) gives a maximum size of 45 acres. At least 300 acres 
need subtracting for old enclosure and meadows giving 39 acres per yardland. This is 
large and was probably caused by assarted woodland being incorporated into the 
arable. 

The quality book refers to a rick place and states that each yardland had 5 beast 
commons (horses and cows being interchangeable) and 24 sheep commons; 37.5 
cottage commons each had 1 cow, a breeder, and 3 sheep. Encl<;>sed in 17766 . 

1 1984 NRO uncatalogued Walgrave records. 
2 NRO XYZ 1389. 
3 NRO Walgrave glebe terriers. 
4 NRO Overstone Box 740 now in X9920. 
5 NRO D 2817. 
6 Award, NRO Enclosure Enrolment Val. E p. 235; claims D8026. 

Warden, Chipping 

The parish contains Stonton, a shrunken township lying 3 miles distant, next to 
Boddington and Prior's Hardwick, Warwickshire, which last has some parochial 
rights l . 

Warden demesne was dispersed between two fields in 13342• 

Enclosed between 1726 and 17363, 

Stonton 
M 1982 

There were two fields during the 13th to 15th centuries, In the early 13th century they 
were referred to as 'one field' and 'the other field'4, later being named the field towards 
Wormleighton or the field towards Hardwick5. Two fields remained in 1396 and 1443, 
land being dispersed equally between them6, The demesne was dispersed in groups of3 
acres in many fur10ngs 7, and a yardland was 12 acres in 14438• 

Stonton was open in 1443, but was probably enclosed soon after, since 340 'growing' 
ashes, oaks and elms were taken from a close in 14619• In 1489 'pasture' extended from 
the fields of Hard wick, to those ofWormIeighton and to the Daventry-Stratford road, 
showing that the whole township was enclosed I o. 

1 Bridges i pp. 116-7. 
2 Gray p. 480 from PRO E 135 40 (6). 
3 NRO Glebe terriers. 
4 NRO Spencer 1122, 1124. 
5 Id. 1135-7. 
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6 Id. 1206, 1235. 
7 Id. 1122, 1124. 
8 Id. 1235. 
9 Id. 1237. 

10 Id. 1250. 

Warkton' 

THE OPEN FIELDS OF NORTIJAMPTONSHlRE 

~ 1978 P 1730 F c.1730 
A general map of 1 715 shows 3 fields, Wood, ~oor and ~eadow Fields 1. A detailed 

open-field map of 1730 shows the same 3 fields. It has a colour-coded key, described in 
the Buccleuch terriers2, listing close names and ~ead Field 429 acres, Middle Field 444 
acres, and Wood Field 456 acres. 

Enclosed in 1807 with Litde Oakley3. 

1 NRO Map 2834. 
2 NRO Map 1383; Buccleuch terriers. 
3 NRO Map 2848 (1808); Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. N p.433. 

Warkworth 

The parish structure is described by the enclosure the Act of 17641• There were three 
'tithings' or townships; Warkworth Tithing, Middleton Tithing consisting of most of 
Overthorpe, and Banbury Tithing containing Nethercote, Grimsbury and Huscote. 
~ore details have been given in Chapter 8. 

The townships were all in Northamptonshire as proved by the boundary stone on 
Banbury Bridge2 and that Grimsbury is mentioned in the Northamptonshire Domes
day and in the 1124 Survey3. Warkworth itself, in 1086, was probably included in the 
description for Banbury, being one ofits unnamed members in the holding of the bishop 
of Lincoln. 

Middleton Tithing contained 19 yardlands in 1761, plus 1 yardland of glebe\ 
making 20 yardlands in all, relating to one of the 1086 Middleton two-hide estates in 
10865. The ~iddleton Tithing glebe yardland is listed by furlong in 1761 without giving 
any fields, there were 24 acres of which 17 percent was ley. 

What was probably more or less the Banbury Tithing was appropriated by Oxford
shire in 18896, and is now largely a built-up suburb of Ban bury, being recendy (1989) 
further destroyed by the M40 motorway. No site is known for Huscote; the other vills 
survive with Warkworth being shrunken. 

, Enclosed in 1764 when there were 55.5 yardlands7• 

1 Baker 1 p. 738; NRO SSF Bundle 3. 
2 Bridges i 220. 
3 VCH i p.368. 
4 NRO Middleton glebe terrers. 
5 Thorn and Thorn 18-37 or 23-19. 
6 Kelly's Directory 1894, p. 285. 
7 Act NRO SSF Bundle 3. 

Warmington 

~ 1984 
Warmington contains the deserted hamlet and township of Papley, which was 

enclosed in' 14991. 
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Wannington had four fields run as a three-course tilth in c. 1393 when a rental of a 
dispersed demesne described Theemefeld and Bollewellefeld together, Blakethornfeld, 
and Depedalefeld2• One ley was listed, an early reference. 

There were 3 fields, Hem, Middle, and Debdale Field in 1 7443. A sUIvey of Powys 
lands was made in 1 7644, arranged by individual fanns listed by furlong, stating the 
orientation and sometimes abuttals. Each parcel in the furlong has its neighbours given. 
A summary (p. 154) shows there were three fields: 

Arable ~s Total 

Middle Field 249 0 249 
Bolwell Field 305 56 361 
Debdale Field 293 36 329 
Meadow 110 

1,049 

The fields were not equal; all the individual fa~s have a lower acreage for Middle 
Field except one which has much more. There was 9 percent ley. 

The neighbours in the terriers are very limited in number. TenantJohn Whitwell had 
no other Powys neighbours next to him, and so his ground probably represents an 
unchanged ancient holding. Most parcels are 1-2 lands, but one tenant (p.36) has 
parcels of7-251ands which are probably the demesne; Thomas Powys was lord of the 
manor and so would be expected to hold the demesne. 

Demesne. The demesne rental of 1393 shows that it was dispersed. It included a 28-acre 
furlong called beriJzill. In 1764 there was a furlong called burysflad, likely to be part of the 
demesne. Burystead is a common name for a monastic manor; Oundle had its 
Peterborough Burystead and most of the Ely manors had the same name in the 
Cambridgeshire Fenland. Furlong names show some Norse influence, such as gate, dale 
etc, Park furlong of 1764 refers to the manorial park, extending in 1393 to 7 acres and 
surrounded by a ditch. Papley hedge is mentioned in 1764:. 

Land was measured as yardlands in c. 14005. Enclosed in 17746. 

1 Allison et al. p.44. 
2 BL MS Cott. Nero C vii ff.151-53. 
3 NRO Cotterstock glebe terriers. 
4 NROPOW 1 . . 
5 BL Cott. Nero C vii f.85. 
6 Act and Award NRO ML 799 (1775); Map 2864. 

Watford 

M 1978 H 
Watford contains the three townships of Watford, Silsworth and Murcott. Long 

Buckby had the tithe of 11 yardlands of Murcott, which property, after enclosure in 
1772, became consolidated as closes in Murcott adjacent to Long Buckby. A plan of 
Watford townships and some account of their history has been published 1• 
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Charters of c. 1250 to 1627 show that Watfordhad a two-field system2• By 1632 there 
were 4 fields, and after enclosure of about half the township, in 16443, 4 new fiel~ were 
created, which lasted until 1771 when enclosure was completed4• Field orders occur for 
1632 when each yardland had 40 sheep and 8 horses and large beasts. 

The demesne, fully described with tenants' names in 1276, lay in a block and was 
enclosed in 15955, see Chapter 5. The whole parish in 1276 totalled 965/8 yardlands 
(presumably for 966) which can be identified as 48 for Watford and 24 each for Silsworth 
and Murcott, equating at 24 yardlands to the hide for the 1124 assessment of 4 hides 7, as 
explained in Chapter 7. The 2 hides given for Watford Domesday assessment in 1086 is 
probably the value for Watford township, missing out Murcott and Silsworth. One 
yardland was 16 acres in 13618. 

Half ofWatford was enclosed by Parliamentary Act with Murcott in 1771 9• 

Murcott 
Murcott had 3 fields in 1686 that included areas called Upper and Lower Ryehill lO• In 
1771 the arable was stated to be cropped for 3 years and fallow on the 4th year; the rye 
hills were cropped one year and fallow the nextll . This is a slightly modified version of 
the Newnham type, being in effect independent two- and four-field systems. There were 
24 yardlands in 170512• The demesne was 11 yardlands, identifiable in 1276, 1648 and 
177P3. 

Silsworth 

A charter of 1315 describes furlongs distributed in 3 fields called the West, North 
and South Fields14• One of the furlongs was called inland suggesting that at least part 
of the demesne, described in 1276 as 14 yardlands 15, was of the block form. Silsworth 
was still open field in 1429 when a messuage and yardland were described 16; it seems 
'empty'in 1487 in a grant of meadow, pasture, leys and crofts I 7 and in 1495 there were 
490 acres of pasture and 300 acres of arable 18. The whole township was pasture in 
159019• 

1 D. Hall, 'Field systems and township structure', in C. Dyer, M. Aston and D. Austin (eds.) Rural Settlement in 
Medieval England (BlackweU) 1989, pp. 196-205. 

2 NRO OK 151 (c. 1250); 140 (1320); 204 (c. 1400); 32 (1627). 
3 Discussed in Hall Rural Seulemmt; NRO OK 174 (1635) describes 4 fields. Field orders OK 186. 
4 NRO Map 834. 
5 NRO OK 354. 
6 Calendar ojClose Rolls, Edward I, 1272- 9, p. 329. 
7 VCH i p. 387; discussed in Rural Settlement pp. 200-1. 
8 Cal. Inqu. Post Mort. XI (1935) no. 173, p.161. 
9 Act NRO D 69B; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. D p.21 (1772); Map 3158 shows the township 

boundary with Murcott; on the east the parish boundary with Long Bucky was newly created. 
10 NR0L56. 
11 Map 384. 
12 NRO Watford glebe terriers. 
13 See r.n.6; NHK 248; Map 834. 
14 NROOK274. 
15 As r.n .6. 
16 NROASL54. 
17 NRO OK 77. 
18 Bridges ii p. 588. 
19 NRO XYZ 70, 74. 
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WeedonBec 

M 1982 Q 1776 
Weedon contains the vills of Upper and Lower Weedon that were separate townships 

until 1583. 
There were four fields in the 14th centUIyl, which as explained in Chapter 4, 

belonged to the two independent, two-field townships. A quarter yardland of 1322 was 
in Nether Weedon2, and in the 16th centUIy there are several references to yardlands 
either in Upper or Nether Weedon3. The townships were amalgamated into one in 
15834,5. In 1776 the three fields were called the Field towards Dodford, the Field 
towards Everdon and the Field towards Stowe, which in that year were beans, wheat, 
and fallow respectively>. This form of arrangement can be traced back as far as 16277• 

Demesne. Weedon lords held the mill of Stowe and Fenholme (meadow) in Stowe, 
which were held of the lord ofStowe for an annual rent of 12s. The meadow was granted 
in 11808 and the sum appears in account rolls of 1299 and 13059, and in the Stowe 
extent of 1327 (Chapter 1). In 1522 the same rent was paid by Eton College to the lord of 
Stowe lO• Stowe meadow ran down to the Nene on the east of Weed on and next to 
Weedon demesne (the lands have now been transferred to Weedon parish). 

Much of the demesne lay in a block, as determined from several surveys from 1522 
onwards. Some land was next to the manor and church (the inlands and ashard), and 
other grounds (mostly open-field land in whole furlongs) included court pasture, 100 
acres and Alains wood, a pasture on the hills next to Weedon Wood, in all 326 acres 11, 

Weedon Wood, Weedon wood probably had been larger according to the neighbouring 
furlong names; KingJohn confirmed 48 acres of old assart and 2 acres of new assart in 
120312, The wood was disforested soon after enclosure being converted to arable and 
pasture by 178413, . 

Enclosure was considered in 16231\ but no action occurred until 177615, A quality 
book values and lists all the furlongs 16, 

1 Eton College Records (ECR) 27-167 m.8; 167 m.9 describes a halfyardland of6 acres; 181 m.6. 
2 ECR 27-167 m.2. 
3 ECR 27-208 (1522); ECR 232 m.4 (1578). 
4 ECR 27-249 m.l, referring to the fields of Over and Nether Weedon. 
5 ECR 27-250, new field orders. 
6 NRO Box 852. 
7 NRO Weedon Bec glebe terriers. 
8 ECR 27-22. 
9 ECR 27-146. 

10 ECR 27-126. 
11 ECR 27-127; 27-129. 
12 ECR 273-4. 
13 ECR 27-59. 
14 NROTh660. 
15 NRO Act ZA 3093; Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. E p. 407; when there were 69 yardlands. 
16 NRO Box 852. 

Weedon Lois 

M 1973 P 1593 
Weedon Lois, alias Weston and Weedon, has ' three vills, Weedon, Weston and 

Millthorpe alias Middlethorpe lying between them. Only one field system can be 
identified in the 16th century, but there may have been two townships previously. 
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Weston had a two tilth arrangement in 1344 when a yardland of32 acres was half 
sown each year l . T~o fields operated at Weedon in 15~6-7, a terrier describing 82 
parcels in the North Field and 85 in the South Field2. Orders for 1597, 1605 and 1608 
are printed by Ault3• The 1597 series refers to 3 fields, North, West and South. A 
yardland had a stint of35 sheep for South and West Fields, and 40 in North Field after 
Lammas. There would appear to have been a change from two to three fields. 

The glebe shows that matters were complicated with 'pieces', East, North and South 
Fields described in 1720 and additional ground in Weedon Cattanger Field. It is not 
clear whether some of this land is demesne, whether the fields were the result of 
combination of more than one system, or whether partial enclosure was causing 
multiple field names. 

A plan and terrier made in 1593 was made by All Souls College, Oxford4• Part of this 
(7 furlongs, Millthorpe piece, marley furlong etc, which seem to be mosdy demesne) has 
been re-drawn and used by Tawney to show consolidation of parcels oflands prior to 
enclosure5• Part of the map has been published6• The map shows that substantial parts 
of the parish periphery had been enclosed and belonged to two owners; fields are not 
named. 

Enclosed in 17717. 

1 Gray p.480 from PRO C135 68 m.44. 
2 Gray p.480 from All Souls College, Oxford, terriers 37, 38, 40. 
3 Ault 1965, pp. 93-5. 
4 All Souls College, Oxford, Hovenden Portfolio 1. 
5 R. H. Tawney, TheA,rarianProbltm(1912}. 
6 Beresford, M. W., in The F~ld 1949. 
7 Award, NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. C p. 278. 

Weekley 

M 1979 F c.1730 P 1719 
Weekley contains the separate township of Bought on. 
Weekley North Feld is recorded in 1347. A terrier of 1580 details 3 fields; North 3.5 

pages, Wood Field 3 pages and South Field 3 pages, with reference to meadow divisions 
called wandales and a gate at Geddington West Field 1• 

A map of 1 7152 shows Weekley Wood, and three fields of roughly equal size called 
Windmill, Wood and North Fields. The last two had avenues of trees set over them. 
Another map of 1 719 shows more detail of the furlongs and their ownership, and has 
been redrawu and published3• 

Fieldbooks of c. 1730 summarise the field sizes4• The arable and ley total of 1 715 was 
619 acres, cow common 161 acres and another piece of 45 acres beyond Weekley 
Wood, 825 acres open in all. The wood was 171 acres with Raven Wood 7 acres, 
making 1003 acres in the township. There were 58 homesteads. 

The fieldbook gives the name of each furlong, the number of each parcel in the 
furlong, the number oflands in each parcel, the tenants' name, and the acreage. There 
is no obvious tenurial order. Furlong names of interest are Walkot, Casde Hedges and 
Overgate. There appears to be no freehold and no open-field glebe. There were 20 
tenanted holdings and totalling 640 acres of which five farmers held 79 percent of the 
open land. 

Enclosed in 1807 with Geddington5• 
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Bougkton. Although Boughton had a park and crenellated mansion in 1473 there were 
still (open) fields in 15046• A small part remained open and was fanned with Geddington 
(qv). 

1 NRO Buccleuch 7- 1, charter 20 Edw 3; 7- 32 terrier 1580, both in X388. 
2 NRO Map 2834. 
3 Redrawn in RCHM Arcluuological SiJes in Central Northamptonshire (1979) p. 162. 
4 NRO Buccleuch terriers, Map 573112. 
5 Award, NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vol. M p. 33 (1810). 
6 Bridges ii p. 349. 

Welford 

~ 1980 F 1600 
Welford had a block demesne called Halefield or Inland in 15251• A field book made 

in 1600 shows there were 3 fields, with a fourth Hall Field, then enclosed2• The Hall 
Field was assessed at 15 yardlands and there were 53 yardlands in all. 

The fields in 1673 were called: Abbey Field, 19 roods (12 parcels); Middle Field 21 
roods (13 parcels); and Hemplow Field 14 roods (8 parcels3); 1 yardland was 21.6 acres. 
The neighbours were numerous, indicating dispersion of any regular order. 

Enclosed in 17774. 

1 PRO SC6 Hen vm 2784 m.33d. 
2 Bodleian Library, Oxford, Gough MS 18109 (copy). 
3 NRO SAS 152. 
4 Act NRO ZB 268/1; Award, ZB 268/2. 

Wellingborough 

In 1320 there were 4 fields run on a three-course tilth. Crowland Abbey demesne 
was equally divided between the South and Opfields, the West Field, and the East 
Field1• 

Three fields occurred in 1431, a terrier describing; East Field 33 roods and 
10 'todels'; Up Field 21 roods and 10 todels; West Field 32 roods and '4.5 todels2• In 
1605 the fields had the same names as in 1320; West, East, Upper and South Fields, 
the last. two being grouped together3• During the 18th century, a fifth field occurs, 
Hamm Field, which seems to be part of West Field, the glebe of 1705 was East Field 
11.25 acres; South and Upper Field 9.5 acres, West and Hamm Fields 8 acres, with 13 
percent ley. 

Wellingborough lands were subdivided into hides as at Ecton; in 1689 'first rendalls 
hide' is referred t04. 

Crowland abbey records. Wellingborough belonged to Crowland Abbey, Lincolnshire, 
from which account rolls of the 13th and 14th century surviv~. Yields of corn and 
other produce can be studied from two sets of consecutive years for Addington and 
Elmington (taken from the original rolls5), and for Wellingborough (from the published 
version6). 

In the table below, quantities are in bushels. For each crop the yield from a given year 
is found by looking at the lower figure for the next year. It is expressed as a ratio on the 
third line, spaced between the consecutive years. 
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Place Refereru;e ~ year 
Ed2 Dd17 
1280-1 

Addington 
Wheat sown 12.5 

yield 
3.32 

Barley 10.5 

3.76 
Peas 0.75 

8.67 
Totals of crops 

Elmington 
Wheat 12.5 

2.4 
Barley 10.5 

1.57 
Peas 0.75 

17 
Oats 

Totals of crops 

Wellingborough 
NRSpage p23 
Wheat 40.5 

3.46 
Barley 27.875 

3.59 
Oats 107 

2.77 

The earliest roll has been published in full7• 

Wellingborough was enclosed in 17658• 

1281 

12 
41.5 

11.5 
39.5 

0.25 
6.5 

87.5 

10 
30 

11.5 
16.5 

3.5 
12.75 

17 
24.5 

83.75 

p28 
33.25 

140.5 

21.5 
93 

296 

4.17 

3.91 

20 

1.80 

3.78 

?? 

1.63 

2.89 

4.58 

1 F.M. Page NRS viii 1935, Wellingborough Manorial Accounts 1258- 1323, p.xxiv. 
2 Gray p. 484 from BL Cott. Vesp. xvii £ 309b. 
3 NRO BSL 1509/9. 
4 NRO BSL 1509/4. 
5 Cambridge University Library, Queen's College Records, Boxes 1- 2. 
6 Page Wellingborough. 

Cd5 
1281- 2 

11.5 
50 

12.75 
45 

3.5 
5 

100 

8 
18 

13.25 
43.5 

1.5 
2.5?? 

13.5 
27.75 

91-.75 

p32 
43 
96 

36 
135 

86 
121 

7 F. M. Page, The EstaUs of Crowland Abb9 (1934); Roll Dd16; called Dd15 in the book. 
8 Act NRO BSL 61; Award, ML 381. 

Welton 

M 1979 
A two-field system was in operation in c. 12 i 0, with 3 acres in each field 1; and in 

c. 1240 when '2.5 acres in one part of the fields and 2.5 acres in the other' are described2. 
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Later· in the 13th century (before 1279) they are named as East and West Fields when 
80 acres of arable lay as 40 acres in each field3• In 1341 they are again named as 
East and West4• A South Field and West are recorded in 131 i5, and East and West in 
13326. 

By 1594 three fields had been created called Mickwell Side, Windmill Side and 
Hobrell Side 7• In 1618 land was distributed between the fields; Hobrell Field 11 parcels 
equivalent to 18 roods; Crockoe Field 14 parcels of 18 roods, and Mickelewell11 parcels 
of 18 roods8. 

The arable was very evenly distributed and there were 7 leys entered separately and 
not related to a field, making 22.3 acres. This was probably 0.75 yardland, from which 
29.8 acres belonged to one yardland. There was a low number of neighbours suggesting 
a regular order. A terrier of 16079 had 10 people ~olding 37 neighbour positions of 
which 3 held 78 percent. The same fields were used in the 18th century until 
enclosure 1 0. 

Enclosed in 175411 • 

1 Terrier in M.]. Franklin, Cartulary ofDaventry Priory NRS 35, no. 498. 
2 Id. no. 544. 
3 Ancient Deeds iv, A13119; Al1985 is a small grant in the same fields. 
4 Ancient Deeds ii, A 3065. 
5 Ancient Deeds iv A 6422. 
6 Ancient Deeds ii A 3005. 
7 NRO deed of]. Newporte in X5439. 
8 NRO ASL 1053. . 
9 NRO deed in X5439. 

10 NRO ASL 1084. 
11 Act NRO ZA 1243. 

Whiston 

M 1976 
In 1633 the glebe was 14 acres in Coomes Field and 2 acres in Scodand Slade Field. 

This seems to be incomplete information. The rector received tithe in kind from 
coppices called Whiston Pike and Shortgrove in the parish of Denton 1• 

In c. 1270 there were 230 acres of arable and 33 acres of meadow in demesne. Each 
yardland contained 20.75 acres of arable and 3.25 acres of meadow. Work service and 
its value in c. 1270 are listed. The tenants worked in August and September on Monday 
and Tuesday of each week, ploughing on the Thurdays after Christmas and Whitsun. 
They hoed 1 day, mowed 3 days, made hay for 2 days, and carried for 1 day. They gave 
carriage in each week of Lent to Bythom, Hunts., and to places around Whiston for 12 
leagues2• 

Whiston was still open in 1684 when Casde Ashby glebe refers to Whiston foltF. It was 
probably enclosed following articles of agreement made in 17004. 

1 NRO glebe 1761, 1767. 
2 Hart and Lyons Cart. Ramsey i pp. 55-9. 
3 NRO Castle Ashby glebe terrers. 
4 NROYZ990. 
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Whittlebury 

THE OPEN FIELDS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Whittlebury had two fields in 1231- 501 when 4.5 acres were split between the East and 
West Fields. Fourteen neighbours were mentioned, 2 people holding 57 percent, 
indicating a broken down order. A fieldbook of 1733 has 3 fields2. Whittlebury was 
enclosed in 17973• 

1 C. R. Elvey Luffield Priory Charters NRS 22:276. 
2 NROM219. 
3 NROM36. 

Wilby 

M 1982 
In 1764 there were 3 fields; East or Bearpole Field, Middle Field, and West Field, with 

an estate distributed in the ratio 87:64: 112 acres 1• The glebe East Field of 1 758 had 9 
neighbours, 3 people holding 68 percent, probably indicating a regular order2. 

There were 28.875 yardlands in alP. Turnips, potatoes and rape were grown in 
17394. Enclosed in 18015• 

1 NRO X1657. 
2 NRO Wilby glebe terriers. 
3 Rental in NRO X1657. 
4 NRO Wilby glebe terriers. 
5 Act in NRO X3728; Map 601; Award (1803), Enclosure Enrolment Vol. N p.102. 

Winwick 

M 1990 
Winwick had a two-field system in the 13th century, with 28 acres to the yardland; a 

half yardland of demesne had 8 acres in the East Field butting to Elkington and 6 acres 
in the West Field butting to the same1• Yardlands were still used in 15372. 

Leases of 16083 and a valuation of 16194 made after enclosure give some retro
spective information. There were ancient closes called the Park (184 acres), Hill Field 
(248 acres) and Grotton (163 acres). These were likely to be demesne, especially since 
one of the leases refers to rights reserved in Hill Field by the lord. Nether Field and 
Windmill Field were also mentioned, so probably there had been a two-field system not 
long before. 

The year of enclosure seems to be 1607 or immediately before. A lease of that year 
refers to closes totalling 63 acres, one next to Yelvertoft meer and another next to Crick 
meerS. In 1608 another lease of 5 different closes of more than 71 acres refers to one of 
them being 'newly inclosed and now divided and set forth', giving the names of the 
furlongs on which they laid6. There were already 595 acres of ancient enclosure, 29 
percent of the parish. 

1 NRO FH 146 ffA6-7 from BL Cott. Calig. A xii. 
2 PRO SC6 Hen VIII 2784 m.57. 
3 NRO YZ 3632. 
4 NRO YZ 4693. 
5 NRO ZA 3631. 
6 NRO ZA 3632. 
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Wollaston 

M 1961 P 1774 Q 1788 H 
Wollaston has an open-field map of 1 7741, and a plan made before rediscovery of the 

map has been published2• The map has numbered parcels (individual lands are 
not always shown) but the field book relating to it is lost. Additional numbers written 
on the map relate to a Quality Book made by the enclosure commissioners in 
1778. The Quality Book is preserved by the Wollaston Society3. A three-field system 
was in operation by 1370 until enclosure in 1788-94 . The names were Over Field ~ater 
Wood Field), Higham Way Field ~ater Windmill Field) and Nether" Field. The furlong 
names of 1370, when related to their 1774 locations, show that all the area was opened 
up. 

There were 2 manors, Bury and Hall manors, the last is fully recorded in a 15th 
century cartulary5. A long detailed terrier of the demesne in 1430 shows it was the block 
type, being the area still called the Inlands or Illins6. 

Field regulations are mentioned in 15837 and detailed lists exist from 1632-1730 in 
the Bridgwater muniments. There were about 84 yardlands in the fields, stinted in the 
16th century at 5 great beasts and 30 sheep, reduced in 1614 to 4 beasts and 24 sheep. 
Sheep were further reduced to 20 in 16938• 

Enclosed in 17889• 

1 NRO Map 4447. 
2 Hall 'Modem surveys of medieval fields', &ds. Arch.]. 7, (1972). 
3 Wol1aston Museum. 
4 D. Hall Wollaston 1917, 137-65; 141. 
5 Leicester Record Office ID50/xii/28. 
6 Mapped by Hall 1982, in Roberts and Glasscock Villages, Fu!ds and Frontiers BAR S185 (1983) 115- 32. 
7 Wollaston p. 194. 
8 Wollaston p. 150. 
9 Act NRO YZ 3999; Map 2843 (1789); Award (1789), Enclosure Enrolment Vol. I p.l; original in parish 

records, NRO. 

W oodford Halse 

Within Woodford parish were West Farndon, Hinton and part of West Warden. 
Woodford had 2 fields in the 15th century, 12 acres lying in one field and 12 in the 

otherl. There were two fields in 1587 when orders about the setting of merest ones refer 
to the North Field and South Field2• It seems unlikely that a third field existed since the 
matter was dealt with in three courts, 1584 and 1585 as well as 1587, which mention the 
same 2 fields only. 

In 1621 there is reference that 'three fields shall hold but for 6 years if ... any 3 or 4 of 
the inhabitants shall mislike', and if most of the inhabitants disapproved of the 
arrangement then three fields were to be abandoned after 3 ye ars 3 . The order presum
ably refers to a recent change, from a two-field system. It was likely to be an improve
ment possibly initiated by the owners, the Egerton family, or more likely by their local 
agent, Thomas Cartwright of Aynho. He was much concerned with open-field regu
lations in all the Egerton (Bridgwater) estates as well as his own at Aynho. 
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Field orders. Woodford field orders are listed with those ofMaidford in the Bridgewater 
court rolls4. They are similar to Wollaston but begin earlier. Enclosed in 17585• 

1 BL Cott. Vesp. E xvn f.128b. 
2 NRO EB 234 mm.2 and 10d. 
3 NRO EB 236 m.21. 
4 NRO EB 231-44. 
5 Act NRO ZA 3732; Award (1764), Enclosure Enrolment Vol. A p.17. 

Wooqford (Huxlow) 

M 1972 P 1731 F c.1730 
A 'field book' of c. 1730, written in tabular form in columns on two large membranes, 

is arranged by field and furlong with information presented in four items, giving 
numbered parcels in each furlong, the number oflands, the name of the owner and the 
area of each plot in acres 1. Gloucester Fee land is marked G (see Raunds), and the vill 
and closes are surveyed. 

A map relating to the survey has been printed schematically2. The fields were: 

Wold Field 24 furlongs with a few acres of Wo Id Closes and lot grass along slades 
27 acres 

Three Hills Field 38 furlongs 
East Field 42 furlongs plus meadow 

There were 6 major owners with the 'town', glebe, church land and 4 smaller owners. 
Francis Easton had lands 80 lands apart in some areas (Wold Field, furlong 20, Swallow 
Pit), corresponding well to the 82 yardlands stated to be in the parish (Letter 27 Dec 
17303 noting that the total was 82 yardlands and abbot's manor was 12 yardlands). 
There may have been a regular tenurial cycle. In the middle of many furlongs Lord St 
John had 2 adjacent blocks of 4 lands (sometimes shared with Sanderson), these are 
probably a dispersed demesne. The 82 y~rdlands correspond to the 1124 Survey of 10 
hides 1 virgate at 8 yardlands to each hide4. 

Enclosed in 17635• A quality book survives5. 

1 NRO Buccleuch terriers. 
2 Eric and Mary Humphries Woodford juxta Thrapsum 1985 pp.34-46; a poor photograph is at NRO (Map 

1385) and a good one is held in Woodford church. 
3 NRO Buccleuch 21- 30, in X881. 
4 VCH i p. 388. 
5 NRO ZB 71/2. 

Wood Newton 

A survey and field book of 1551 describes individual farms. There were 3 unequal 
fields l : 

Clement Gyles Afarm Field book total 
132 lands 127 lands 

North Feld 10.75 acres 10.25 acres North Field 92 pages 
East Feld 17.625 18 .. 5 East Field 122 
South Feld 7.5 7.75 South field 77 
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A survey of 1609 of Newton 'in the chase of Sulehay' gives 3 unequal fields with 
different names; Haile Field arable, leys, meadow 357 acres, East Field 462 acres, West 
Field 399 acres, the whole manor being 1304 acres2. 

In 1772 farms were distributed amongst 3 fields in similar proportions to an undated 
18th-century survey giving the total field acreages3; Willowbrook Field 225 acres, Great 
Field 345 acres, and Little Field 254 acres; meadow 59 acres made the total of open land 
922.5 acres. 

Wood Newton was enclosed in 1777 with Apethorpe, Nassington and Yarwell4. 

1 NRO Westmorland 4 xvi 5. 
2 NRO Westmorland 4 xviii 5. 
3 NRO W(A) 7 xv. 
4 Act NRO W(A) 4 xi 3; Map 2879-80 (1778); Award, Enclosure Enrolment Vol. Fp. 1. 

Wootton 

M 1973 
Wootton parish has a detached part, now in Courteenhall, that was probably once 

woodland 1. In 1416 Courteenhall was said to be 'in the parish ofWootton'2. A plan of 
the fields with identified furlongs has been published3. 

In 1627 there were 3 fields, Preston Hedge Field, Long Field, and Blackmoor or West 
Field, which continued until enclosure4. The glebe was divided between these fields in 
the ratio 19.5: 16.75: and 15.5 acres in 1705, when there was 26 percent 1ey. 

Enclosed in 17785• 

1 NRO Map 2988 and T28. 
2 NRO YZ 3641. 
3 D. N. Hall 'Wootton Parish Survey 1973' Northants ArchoeoWgy 11 197.6 153-8. 
4 NRO Wootton glebe terriers. 
5 Award, NRO Enclosure Enrolment Vo!. Gp. 67 . . 

Yardley Hastings 

M 1982 P 1760 
Yardley has an open-field map of 17601 showing that about halfwas arable and half 

woodland. A plan has been published2. 
There were five named fields in 1565, grouped for a three-course tilth3. Examples of 

the holding distribution are: 

Osney Field and Mare Field 
New Hay Field and Nether Field 
Round Hay Field 

30 
33 
18 

18 
18 
17 

14 acres 
14 
14 

The demesne was 7.5 yardlands totalling 81 acres with the broad road in the Chase and 
35 acres of meadow in the fields. The stint was 6 beasts and 30 sheep per yardland. The 
tenants' yardlands were 15-1 7 acres, stinted similarly. They also had a horse common 
at about 1 per yardland that seems to have been subtracted from the beast allowance. 
There were 146 acres of meadow in the Old, in Yardley Chase, for the demesne and 
tenants. 

The same five fields are described in glebe terriers for 1631, then called Answay, 
March, Newey, Nether and Roundehey4. In 1702, the names were similar and the 
rector had 1 acre and 14 poles of wood out of each coppice, when felled, .in lieu of tithe. 
He also had tithe ofYardley hay in (Earls) Barton meadow. 
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