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NOTES AND NEWS 

THE Annual General Meeting held at Delapre 
on Saturday, May 20th was, as usual, very well 
attended. Mr. Sidney Elborne, chairman for 
seventeen years, and a member of the Society 
since its inception, announced to the general 
regret that he would be resigning as Chairman 
of the Council. He piloted the Society through 
some complicated negotiations, including the 
transference of the custody of the records to the 
care of the local authorities; the restoration of 
Delapre Abbey, and the move of the Society's 
Library and headquarters to Delapre in 1958; 
and the subsequent close association between 
the Archives Committee and the Record Society. 
In all this work, his tact, legal skill, and pro
found knowledge ofhistory, were of inestimable 
value to the Society. Luckily, he has expressed 
himself willing to continue to help the Council 
of the Society, and to give them his invaluable 
advice and counsel. 

At a Meeting of the Council on September 
23rd, Mr. C. V ere Davidge was elected as the 
new Chairman. Mr. Davidge is also an old 
member of the Record Society, and served for 
some years as vice-chairman, when much work 
fell to him, as Mr. Mellows' health was failing. 
Mr. Davidge is a Fellow and Tutor (in law) of 
Keble College, Oxford, as well as Bursar of the 
College. 

It was announced at the Annual General 
Meeting that a great many MSS. once belonging 
to George Baker, the early 19th century his
torian of .Northamptonshire, were being sold 
at Sothebys, and Sir Gyles !sham, the President, 
announced that subscriptions were invited for 
a fund to purchase as much of the collection as 
related to Northamptonshire. The response was 
very generous, and a sum of £800 was promised 
-including a generous donation from the 
Archives Committee. Unfortunately, we were 
not successful at the auction, and the entire 
collection was purchased by "Mr. Easton", who 
turned out to be Lady Hesketh! However, Lady 
Hesketh has most generously deposited the 
papers at Delapre, where no doubt students 
will be quick to appreciate their value, which is 
enhanced by the fact that other MS. papers of 
George Baker, purchased by Lord Hesketh 
before his death, have been added to the collec
tion. We are most grateful to Lady Hesketh for 
her action. 

Another interesting collection of muniments 

has been deposited at Delapre by the Governors 
of Jesus Hospital, Rothwell. Founded by Owen 
Ragsdale, a schoolmaster and tenant at the 
Manor - house at Rothwell of Sir Thomas 
Tresham, this ancient foundation continues to 
flourish, although it now houses married 
couples, as well as the old men, whom it was 
the original purpose of the charity solely to 
benefit. A curious provision of the original 
letters patent of Queen Elizabeth I was that no 
nobleman should be eligible to act as governor, 
perhaps because it was feared they might use 
the institution to pension off their old retainers, 
thus relieving themselves of their duty. 

The lecturer at the Annual General Meeting 
was Professor David Knowles, now retired from 
his duties at Cambridge, but still Professor 
Emeritus. His subject was the Reformation in 
England under Henry VIII. As he himself said, 
as a priest he was not impartial, but everyone 
was struck by his objective historian's view. 
The Tudors brought internal peace after the 
Wars of the Roses, which explains why, com
paratively complacently, the English people 
accepted the changes their rulers imposed on 
them. Wolsey himself paved the way, first by 
his treatment of all in church and state who 
opposed him, and, secondly by making his name 
and office odious. Professor Knowles, of course, 
did not put it quite like that! 

The autumn lecture was on October 28th by 
Mr. R. W. Ketton-Cremer, on English Country 
House Life in the Eighteenth Century. As the 
biographer of Horace Walpole and Thomas 
Gray, Mr. Ketton-Cremer was well-qualified 
to speak on this subject, and his lecture, deliv
ered in an easy style, was much enjoyed by the 
largest gathering of members to meet at Delapre 
since the Opening day. 

Our publication programme has suffered a 
further blow by the resignation of the General 
Editor, Dr. Martin, on his departure for Canada 
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for a year. However, Dr. Pettit's book on the 
Royal Forests is now in proof, and the Society 
is reprinting Vol. XIII on the Foundation of 
Peterborough Cathedral, 1541, by the late Mr. 
Mellows. The volume is out of print, and 
there has been a consistent demand for it. It 
will be issued free to all our present members 
who did not receive it in 1941. 

Despite increased legislative safeguards, the 
destruction of our ancient buildings continues. 
Blatherwycke, Brixworth Hall and Fineshade 
Abbey were in such a state that their demolition 
since the War was perhaps inevitable. The same 
cannot be said of Arthingworth Manor, whose 
destruction by its owner is nearing completion. 
This was a charming red-brick Georgian House, 
the home of the Rokeby family until the late 
1920s, a family with a unique record as "Squar- _ 
sons", a breed that would seem to have quite 
died out. The house was a good example of its 
period, not over-large, and without a trace of 
dry-rot. The owners were the Guinness family, 
who could hardly plead poverty! 

One wonders how such a thing can be coun
tenanced in these days when Georgian archi
tecture is so much appreciated. The County 
Planning Officer informs us that, as the building 
was not included among the list . of houses of 
architectural merit, the Planning Committee of 
the County Council were powerless to protect 
it. This suggests that the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government should revise their list, 
which is obviously by no means satisfactory. 

On the credit side, however, it is worth 
recalling that the medieval Priest's House at 
Easton on the Hill, which it was proposed to 
demolish) was rescued by the combined efforts 
of the Peterborough Society, the County Coun
cil, and the National Trust. It has now been 
restored and handed over to the Trust, who 
curiously enough own two other examples of 

this rare type of dwelling, at Alfriston in Sussex, 
and Muchelney in Somerset. Alfriston was built 
in 1350, Muchelney in 1450, and Easton, a 
little later. Compared with most medieval par
sonages, it is a substantial affair, stone-built, and 
of two stories. It was probably built during the 
incumbency of Thomas Stokke, a man of some 
consequence, Fellow of King's College, Cam
bridge, and a canon of York and South well. 
This would indicate a late 15th century date. 
For many years it served as a farm building, 
but even this use had been discontinued. It is 
now to be used as a hall by the people of the 
parish and the Parochial Church Council. 

Another house which is causing some anxiety 
is Laxton Hall near Oundle. For the past 40 
years, this interesting place has housed a public 
school run by the Dominican Order, but they 
have now decided to give up the school and 
surrender the house. Laxton was b1,1ilt by the 
Reptons who landscaped the park, and there is 
a fine hall designed by George Dance.. The 
Reptons complained that they were never paid 
for the work by their employers! It is greatly to 
be hoped that a suitable use can be found for 
this interesting building. 

The death of Sir Frank Stenton, F.B.A., at the 
age of 87 at his home in Reading, has removed 
from among us a man who was undoubtedly 
one of the greatest medieval historians of this 
century. It was at his instigation and with his 
powerful help that the Northamptonshire Re
cord Society was formed forty-seven years ago. 
As a founder member and Vice-President, he 
has been its friend and counsellor ever since, 
and with Lady Stenton has been with us at all 
the great moments of our history. As we are 
just going to press it is too late this year to give 
an adequate account of him, but this has been 
promised by Miss J oan · Wake for our 1968 
number. 

The death of Andre Maurois, the French writer, on October 7th 1967, will be regretted 
as much in England, at least by the older generation, as in France, for this country has surely 
never had a sincerer and more appreciative foreign friend. His first book Les Silences du Colonel 
Bramble, was probably his best known. It may interest Northamptonshire folk to know that one 
of the principal characters-Major Parker-was drawn partly from the late Major God win Wake 
of Courteenhall and partly from Lieut. -Colonel J enner, who both served on the staff with Monsieur 
Maurois at Abbeville in the 1914-18 war. The English edition was translated by Major Wake's 
sisters, Miss Thurfrida Wake and Mrs. Archdale. 
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INTEREST in other than the stylistic aspects of architecture has been growing during the last thirty 
years and architectural historians are now asking questions about building materials, their origin 
and distribution, their transport and the techniques involved in their exploitation. In a "do it 
yourself" age people are now interested in how buildings were put up as well as tracing the 
evolution of styles and fashions. This is reflected in a growing number of books dealing with these 
problems. T. D. atkinson's Local Style in English Architecture (Batsford, London 1947) and L. F. 
Salzman's monumental work Building in England Down to 1540 (Oxford 1952) were two of the 
first post-war books to generate an interest in building materials and their effect on local style. 
Alec Clifton Taylor's Pattern of English Building (Batsford, London 1962) was a definitive work on 
the national scale. A. J. Arkell's Oxford Stone (Faber, London 1947) showed how the rich archives 
of Oxford colleges could be used to illustrate their building history and the progressive search 
for materials wider and wider afield. His book has produced a worthy follower recently in Donovan 
Purcell's Cambridge Stone (Faber, London 1967) and this work by the Consultant Architect of 
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Ely Cathedral has many points of interest for lovers of Northamptonshire building because 
Cambridge has been using Northamptonshire building materials since the early Middle Ages. 

Everyone knows that Northamptonshire straddles the Jurassic system which includes a 
thick series of strata yielding the most important building stones in England, the upper, middle 
and lower Oolites. The lower Oolite slopes are covered with boulder clay. In the north part of 
the county and in Rutland a group of excellent building stones is produced. 

For minor building in the Roman period many local stone pits were opened up which have 
left few traces but already in Roman times Barnack stone1 was being exploited and Collyweston 
slates were known. 

Much reused Roman material found its way into the earlier Saxon churches in the area. 
The dressings of the good quality .work at Brixworth of c. 675 are of brick with no Barnack stone 
used but by the early 11th century the churches of Barnack, Earls Barton and Wittering which 
have substantial portions of Anglo Saxon work surviving, show that quarrying large blocks of 

Barnack stone was in full swing. E. M. 
J ope2 has recently demonstrated the 
astonishingly wide distribution of build
ing stones in late Anglo Saxon times 
and he thinks that considerable bulk 
transport is thereby implied. Barnack was 
used for long and short quoins as far 
south as N. W. Essex and Hertfordshire; 
he also traces it at St. Peter's, Bedford 
and at Milton Bryan. 

Barnack rag is a coarse textured 
and very shelly limestone well suited 
to the robust character of Saxon and 
Norman building. Its enduring nature 
can be seen in the fabric of Ely Cath
edral, at Peterborough, in St. Benet's 
and St. Sepulchre's Churches at Cam
bridge. The quarries were the prized 

BARNACK. The "hills and holes" of the medieval quarries, possession of Peterborough Abbey and 
looking towards the village. The late Anglo Saxon west the monks gave licence for other moo
tower of the church, with its early 13th century pyramidal as tic houses such as Ramsey, St. Edmunds 

spire is seen in the distance. Bury, Sawtry and Crowland to win stone. 
The supply may have begun to run out 

as early as the mid 14th century which is not surprising when one considers the number of Fen
land abbeys and parish churches with easy access by water but Peterborough is recorded digging 
stone there as late as 1453-4. Today the quarries situated to the south of the village are grassed 
over. Air photography3 illustrates well the small scale and rather wasteful methods of the 
medieval quarrymen. Children play in the "hills and holes" where once the shouts and chipping 
of the masons echoed. 

From the last quarter of the 13th century quarries at Weldon, eight miles north ofKettering 
on the Stamford Road have produced freestone. Bridges4 mentions an inquisition taken after the 
death of Richard Bassett in 1276 when the Manor of Weldon was said to be held in chief of the 
Crown and the stone quarries were valued at xiid yearly. The stone is of quite a different compo
sition to Barnack, being composed of Oolite spherules and shell fragments bound together in a 
cement of micro crystalline calcite. It is of "two considerable varieties" if we accept Morton's 
subdivision-which occur above and below a two foot bed of ragstone. The best freestone lies 

1 See V.C.H. Northants ii (1906) p. 293. 
2 Medieval Archaeology volume VIII 1964. The 

Saxon Building Stone Industry in Southern and Mid
land England, pp. 91-119. 

3 Medieval England: An Aerial Survey. M. W. 
Beresford and J. K. St. J oseph, Cambridge, 1958, 
p. 233. 

4 Quoted by Purcell, op. cit. p. 38. 
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under the rag bed; this is fine in grain and creamy in colour. The upper bed produces coarse, 
shelly durable stone suitable for rubble and dry stone walling. It is easily worked (hence the term 
freestone) and is very frost resistant. It lies in horizontal beds with a few vertical vents and fractures 
and was extracted until the second world war by hand sawing. Petrol driven saws were then brought 
in and these continued in use until three or four years ago when the drilling and plug and feather 
technique was adopted. This is currently in use also at Clipsham. The pneumatic drill drives 
vertical holes 4' -6" apart into the working platform and into these are put the "feathers" -long 
narrow steel plates: between each pair of feathers a steel "plug" is then inserted and the whole 
line is hammered to split the stone away from the bed. A crowbar is used to ease it out and to lift 
it so t..h.at a chain from a derrick can be passed beneath it. 5 

Weldon stone has been used for such famous buildings as Rockingham Castle (1275), Kings 
College, Cambridge (1446 onwards), Old St. Pauls (according to Bridges but not substantiated), 
Jesus College and Great St. Mary's Church, Cambridge and it has recently been used for repair 
work in both Norwich and Ely Cathedrals.6 When I visited the quarry this summer the yard was 
full of stone ready to be sent to restore Chichester Cathedral. We know that in the Middle Ages 
and Tudor times the stone was carried by carts to Gunwade ferry, on the River Nene 1! miles 

CLIPSHAM. General view of the quarry showing two of the derricks used for moving the stone from the face. 
Note the clay overburden and the great depth of the freestone. 

5 Much of this information is derived from an 
interesting commentary given by Mr. A. S. Ireson 
to Kettering W.E.A. Local History Class when they 
visited Weldon Quarries in June 1967. 

6 And for lesser public buildings, e.g. the Alfred 

East Gallery, Kettering (J. A. Gotch 1913). It was 
also used a great deal in Kettering in the 1890s, such 
as Rockingham Road School and the old Pavilion 
Cinema. (Information from Mr. Bland ofW. T. Cox 
& Co. Ltd.). 
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east of Castor, where it was loaded into barges en route for the Fenland river system. Occasionally 
when there was great urgency (as in the continuation of Kings Chapel after a long standstill in 
1508) carts took the stone from Weldon and Clipsham all the way. 

Clipsham village is in Rutland but the present working quarry is over the border in Lincoln
shire. From as early as the 14th century this stone has been of sufficient repute to be chosen for 
the royal works at Windsor Castle and it was used at Kings, Cambridge in 1476-7.7 It is a very 
hard stone; more difficult to work than Weldon but it is in great demand today for the restoration 
of colleges of Oxford (and Cambridge to a lesser extent) and the Houses of Parliament were 
reconstructed largely from Clipsham stone. 15-20 men are at present employed all the year round 
and the technique is similar to that described at W eldon, except that the blocks are scappled or 
trimmed by pneumatic chisel before sending away.8 The stone is pale cream in colour, uneven in 
its Oolitic structure and contains many shell fragments : occasional beds yield stone which is 
blue at the centre. The yard was well stocked when I visited it this summer. Stone of course is 
full of sap when it comes out of the quarry face and has to be seasoned like timber.9 Even now the 
transport costs exceed the price at the quarry face some four or five times. 

A famous freestone is still quarried in small quantities near Ketton, Rutland. You cannot 
avoid seeing the two great chimneys of the Ketton Portland Cement Company which dominate 
the area. Here is found the most even grained of all Oolitic limestones. Ketton stone is a mass of 
spherical grains of calcium carbonate held together by small particles of calcite. It looks like cod's 
roe and has an even texture which makes it comparatively easy to work and carve. It is found in 
pockets amidst large quantities of less durable stone which is broken up nowadays for cement. The 
blocks are eased out by the mechanised digger and fall down to the quarry floor where they are 
trimmed and taken to the yard to be cut down by petrol driven saws. The colour of the stone 
varies from a pale cream to brownish yellow and from pale to warm pink. Some of the pink stone 
has mottling in pale green. It has been used for Jesus College, Cambridge, Clare Hall, the Fellows 
building at Christs. Wren used it for the end fa<;:ades of the chapel at Pembroke, the chapel at 
Emmanuel and the library at Trinity. Ely cathedral North transept was restored in 1699 in Ketton 
stone. Most of the small quantity still quarried goes nowadays to Cambridge and it has been used 
for public buildings in Northamptonshire.I0 The churchyard at Ketton has a fine example of a 
stone mason's tombstone with the tools of his trade arrayed round the inscription. 

A stone which used to be very popular in decorative work in the 13th century is Alwalton 
"marble", which came from quarries on the right bank of the Nene, !-mile north-east of Alwalton 
village, Huntingdonshire (T.L.136967). The site is now overgrown with trees but there is a 
riverside walk which runs through the area of the quarries and there are still one or two blocks of 
the stone among the trees. The oyster beds produced this greyish-brown stone which takes a high 
polish and Purcell considers that it is superior in colour, pattern and durability to Purbeck marble 
with which it has been confused. It was extensively employed at Lincoln, Bury St. Edmunds and 
Ely. The series of effigies oflate 12th-early 13th century abbots and the font bowl at Peterborough 
are excellent local examples of its use. Both Barnack and Alwalton stone were transported by 
public road to the Nene to a wharf still marked by two standing stones "Little John and Robin 
Hood", a mile east of Castor (T.L. 139983). 

Quarries at Duston, on Earl Spencer's estate, produce a sandstone of a deep ginger colour 
which has a heavy iron content. This tends to wear out tools and is known in the trade as "the 
mason's bankrupter". A notable example of its use is the Georgian Manor Hall, Naseby, and it 
has been used recently to match the old part of Kettering General Hospital. There used to be a 

7 The History of the Kings Works. R. Alien Brown, 
H. M. Colvin, A. J. Taylor. London 1963, vol. I, 
p. 277. 

8 Information kindly supplied by Mr. Medwell, 
Manager of the Holywell Quarry, Clipsham. 

9 The quarry sap forms a skin which as it dries out 
gives the stone protection from erosion and corrosion. 
Cleaning must not remove this skin. As Morton says 
(op. cit. p. 100) "if it be well season'd as the Masons 

speak, that is perfectly clear' d of that humidity which 
is always found in it when tis just newly drawn out 
of the earth, by being exposed a due time to a dry 
air, it becomes more close and firm". 

10 Two lesser examples are the National Provincial 
~ank, High St.reet, Kettering and the freestone dress
~gs of Kett~rmg Public Library (1904). (Information 
kindly supplied by Mr. W. T. Cox of Kettering): 
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ALWALTON, HUNTINGDONSHIRE. The curve of the Nene runs by the side of the medieval quarries which are 
hidden by the trees in the middle distance. These quarries were ideally situated for water transport. 

flourishing trade in Duston stone up north where it was used for sanding steps and hearthstones.11 

The problem of roofing is always an acute one in the English climate and the rapid growth 
in efficiency in this aspect of building was an indication of the higher living standards that came 
in at the end of the Middle Ages. There was as Jope and Dunning point out "a general movement 
during the 13th century towards more robust and less inflammable roofing".12 This explains the 
popularity of Collyweston slates from the late 14th century when we know they were being used to 
roof Rockingham Castle. In 1375, 9,500 stone slates were bought at 8s. the thousand and in 1390, 
4,500 "sclastones" were bought for 6s. 8d., carriage to the castle being at the rate of 3s. to the 
thousand.13 Salzman quotes the building accounts of Lady Margaret Beaufort's manor at Colly
weston and mentions some of the extraordinary trade terms current in the early 16th century. 
They include "broodstones for plasterers" and "xx cartloads of bastards at 11d. the lod". "Bas
tards" were evidently for gutters and "plasterers" were used partly instead of lathes or wattling 
as a beam filling between the studs.14 

Collyweston slates are not a true slate like Welsh slate. They are a highly fissile limestone 
and the beds are found at a depth of 25-30' and are between 1 i-:3' thick. The stone is found all 
over the low plateau in this area of Northamptonshire. At Wittering it is called "Pendle"; it is also 

11 (Information kindly supplied by Mr. Bland). 
Morton (op. cit. p. 101) agrees with Mr. Bland "in 
working dulls and mears the tools of the stone 
cutters". 

12 The Use of Blue Slate for Roofing in Medieval 

England. Antiquaries Journal, Vol. XXXIV 1954, 
pp. 209-17. 

13 V.C.H. Northants ii 296; quoted by Salzman, 
op. cit. p. 232. 

14 Salzman, op. cit. pp.232-3. 
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found at Great Casterton and Godmanchester. Shafts some 8' square are sunk and the top stone 
burned for builders' or agricultural lime. The slatestone lies on top of soft yellow silica sand which 
is pecked out with a "Foxing peck". This is drawn away and the slate propped up. The miner 
works back for 6-7' along a 25' face: he then withdraws, brings the roof down by removing the 
props, breaks up the pieces with a sledgehammer and wheels the 2l-4" thick "Slate log" to the 
foot of the shaft. On being hoisted to the surface it is taken to the yard where the splitting is done 
by frost action. The mining is done in late Autumn, in time for the January-February frosts 
which delaminate the wet stone. It is now ready to be split or "dived" with a diving hammer 
and is dressed with a dressing hammer which has one axe-like cutting edge and a broad claw for 
pinching and two flat sides with which to beat the edges of the slates to straighten them. A nail 
hole is made near the head of the slate by pecking with a bill and helve or the job is done equally 
well with an electric drill. 

The slates are now stacked in different sizes-each has its trade name (Purcell quotes these 
at fascinating length) and during the summer the slaters go out to mend roofs and make new ones. 
They are attached to the lathes-preferably oak saplings-rended-or split down the middle
by oak pegs. In addition they are spot bedded with mortar and voids are left, otherwise the roof 
will leak: a small piece of slate known as a shale is put under each slate to increase the effective 
lap of the slate. The Collyweston roof is not all that heavy: it is 25% lighter than Cotswold slates 
and is not a quarter of the weight ofHorsham slabs. The thickest slate is !".15 It is an unusually 
beautiful roof covering, weathering to a dark 1Jrown and attracting brown moss. Their use has 
spread over all Northamptonshire and into Rutland, Leicester and Kesteven. They have been 
much in demand at Cambridge and recently at the Guildhall, London and for Nuffield College, 
Oxford.16 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL. Chapter house. Medieval masons 
at work building a tower. 

15 I owe much of this information to the interesting 
commentary Mr. A. S. Ireson gave the W.E.A. group 
on the afternoon mentioned in Note 5. 

16 A. Clifton Taylor. op. cit. pp. 117-118. 

J. M. _STEANE. 
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LIST OF BUILDINGS USING MATERIALS MENTIONED IN THIS ARTICLE 

BARNACK STONE: 

Barnack Church. The Pre-Conquest tower (dated by Pevsner to the early 11th century. 
Purcell p. 32.) 
Bedford St. Peter's Church. Long and short quoins. Jope p. 101. 
Breedon (Leics.). Anglo Saxon sculpture 8th century in date. Some Barnack slabs interspersed. 
Jope p. 108. 
Burghley House. Pevsner p. 94. 
Bury St. Edmunds. The monks had the right of quarrying from very early times. William I 
forbade the Abbot of Peterborough to interfere with their carrying their stone to the water. 
The tower gateway demonstrates the use of Bamack stone. V.C.H. Northants ii p. 295. 
Cambridge. St. Benet's Church, St. Sepulchre's Church and Stourbridge Chapel all used 
Barnack stone. Re-used Barnack from Fenland monasteries was employed at Corpus Christi 
(1579), Gonville and Caius (1673) and Trinity Great Court. Also it was used at Peterhouse (late 
13th century) and in Dominican Priory and Nunnery of St. Radegund later the sites respectively 
ofEmmanuel and Jesus Colleges. (Purcell29-34). Castle. Workmen employed here came from 
Barnack (Salzman p. 35) and materials included quantities of the stone. (Kings Works ii p. 581). 
Castle Hedingham, Essex. Barnack was employed as an ashlar facing the Norman keep. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 99). 
Crow/and. Received a grant of quarry land during Confessor's reign from Earl Waltheof. 
(V.C.H. Northants ii p. 294). 
Ely Cathedral. Largely built of Barnack stone which is seen taking intricate sculpture in the 
two doorways leading into the cloister. (Purcell p. 31). 
Greens Norton, Northants. Anglo Saxon long and short quoins. (Jope p. 107). 
Norwich Cathedral. Purchases of Barnack stone made in 1301 and recorded on the Sacrists 
Rolls. (Purcell p. 31). 
Pattishall, Northants. Pevsner, p. 347, notes Anglo Saxon long and short quoins which Jope, 
p. 107, records are of Barnack stone. 
Peterborough. The Abbey was the earliest and largest owner of quarrying rights. ( V.C.H. 
Northants ii p. 295). The Hedda stone (dated by Clapham to second half of 8th century and by 
Kendrick to early 9th century) is of Barnack stone. (Jope p. 100). The Saxon remains in the 
minster furnish clear evidence of the use of Barnack stone. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 293). 
Ramsey. In William I's reign the Abbey received licence from Peterborough to obtain "werk
stan at Bernak and walstan at Burgh" for the use of their church in return for the supply of 
4,000 eels for the Ienten diet of the monks of Peterborough. Further rights were gained in 1185 
and in the 13th century ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 293). 
Reed, Hertfordshire. Late Anglo Saxon long and short work. (Pevsner, Herts p. 191; Jope 
p. 101). 
Rochester. Gundulph's crypt has monolithic shafts of Barnack. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 295). 
Sawtry Abbey. 1176 Pope Alexander confirmed to the monks "the ditch which they had made 
at their own cost to carry stone (from Barnack) for building of their church". 1192 Ramsey 
Abbey agreed that Sawtry should have the use of the one lode (waterway) leading to their Abbey 
with the right to build a rest house for men working the stone barges. (V.C.H. Northants ii 
p. 295). 
Spalding Priory. Extensive quarrying rights were gained at Barnack from the mid 13th century 
by Prior John. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 295). 
Strethall, Essex. Anglo Saxon nave with long and short quoins. (Baldwin Brown, The Arts in 
Early England. Anglo Saxon Architecture p. 481). Jope reckons the stone is Barnack (p. 101). 
Walkern, Herts. Anglo Saxon nave. (Baldwin Brown op cit. p. 483. Barnack stone. Jope p. 101). 
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Westmill, Herts. Anglo Saxon long and short quoins. (Baldwin Brown op cit. p. 485. Barnack 
stone }ope p. 101). 

Windsor Castle. Clifton Taylor states that Barnack "certainly reached Windsor" but I cannot 
find any supporting evidence for this. (Clifton Taylor p. 99). 
The use of Barnack stone on the Abbeys of Peterborough, Ramsey and Bury St. Edmunds, is 
noted by Morton, Natural History of Northamptonshire, 1712, p. 110. 

WELDON STONE: 

WELDON. Looking down on a line of holes drilled for plugs 
and feathers which can be seen above. 

Boughton House. Clifton Taylor recognises the use of Weldon stone here (p. 99). See also 
Morton, p. 100. 

Cambridge. Kings College Chapel; begun in 1446. Various stones were used in its building, 
including magsesian limestones in the lower parts. Between Jan. 1480- June 1483 £362 3s. 10d. 
was expended in stone brought from Weldon 'Hasilborowe' and other places (Kings Works i 
p. 278). The 1512-13 contract mentions that 'John Wastell and Henry Semerk shall provide 
and fynde at their costes and charges as m oche good sufficyent and able ston of W eldon quarryes 
as shall suffice for the performyng of all the said vauste (vault) ... ' (quoted by Salzman p. 567). 
Jesus College, Great St. Mary's 1478-1536, Caius and Gonville College 1504-1573, Trinity 
College Chape11555-64, were all built partly of Weldon stone (Purcell pp. 40-41). 

Deene Church. Monument (unspecified). (Morton, p. 106). 
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Eton College Chapel. Restoration work. ( V.C.H. Northants ii p. 301). 
Geddington, Eleanor Cross 1294-5. (Kings Works i p. 479-485). Clifton Taylor states the two 
Northamptonshire crosses were of Weldon stone (p. 99). 
Great Weldon. A good example in the village is Haunt Hill House, temp. Charles I. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 100). 
Hardingstone. Eleanor Cross. (See under Geddington). 
Kettering. Most of the fabric of the church is Barnack. The spire for some 30' from the top 
was rebuilt in Weldon stone. 
Kirby Hall. Begun in 1570 for Sir Humphrey Stafford of Blatherwick, enlarged in 1575 for 
Sir Christopher Hatton. "Built of the local Weldon stone". (M.O.W. official guide book p. 8). 
Lamport Hall. South west front by John Webb, 1655: wings Francis Smith & Son, 1730, '40. 
"I like well for ye lower part of the chimney peece to be of W eldon stone". (John Webb to Sir 
J. !sham April 6, 1655. R.I.B.A. Journal Vol. XXVII, 24 Sept. 1921 p.574). "The fine free
stone used in the Webb Building and the Georgian additions was Weldon" (Country Life, 26 
Sept. 1952 p. 935). 
London. "If we may credit the tradition of the place founded on the report of skilful workmen 
who knew the grain of this stone, old St. Paul's Cathedral before the fire of London was built 
with Weldon stone". (J. Bridges, History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire ii p. 354). 
Rockingham Castle, 1272-82. Thomas of Weldon at the head of six to ten freemasons was 
employed as Master Mason. Quarrymen were employed at W eldon and 'Puchsalter' to dig 
stone. (The Kings Works ii p. 817). 
Rothwell. Market House. Sir Thomas Tresham was given stone from W eldon by Sir Christ
opher Hatton which helped to complete this building. (Gyles !sham, Sir Thomas Tresham and 
his buildings. Northamptonshire Antiquarian· Society 1964-5 part ii, p. 11). 
Rothwell. Jesus Hospital. Stone for the chimneys was supplied from Weldon in 1684. "Paid 
for stone to Tirrell from Weldon for one single tunnell and two double tunnells £1-2-0". 
(Tirrell was the name of a family of masons which had been employed as masons by Sir Thomas 
Tresham, a century before this entry). This reference is in Jesus Hospital accounts, Lady Day 
quarter 1684, and I owe it to Mr. P. I. King, County Archivist. Sir Gyles !sham kindly pointed 
out the connection with the Treshams. 
Rushton Hall. Gyles !sham states that Tresham had his own quarries at Rushton, Pilton and 
Pipewell (op cit. p. 10) but Clifton Taylor claims that Weldon was used (p. 99)-following the 
V.C.H. which also adds the Triangular Lodge, Rushton to the list of buildings using Weldon 
stone. 
Whiston Church, Northants. " ... is built almost wholly of W eldon stone and is practically in 
the same condition now as when left by its builder, Anthony Catesby". ( V.C.H. Northants ii 
p. 301). Pevsner dates it to the early 16th century "completely unified in design" (p. 458). 
According to Morton, p. 110, the churches of Stanion, Weldon, Geddington, Twywell, Deene, 
Weekley, Corby, Brigstock and Little Oakley were built from stone from Stanion Quarry, 
presumably part of the Weld on stone source. 

CLIPSHAM STONE: 

Cambridge. Kings College chapel. During 1476-7 Clipsham stone was being bought. (Kings 
Works i p. 277). Fountain in Trinity Great Court begun 1601-2. (Purcell p. 46). Sedgewick 
Museum, New building at Pembroke College 1880-3. Recent repairs at Kings College chapel, 
Gate of Honour, Caius College, New Court, Corpus Christi College. (Purcell p. 47). 
Canterbury. It is Clipsham stone which is now used in the cathedral when repairs to the 
stone become necessary. (Clifton Taylor p. 22). 
Ely. Gilbert Scott chose it for the restoration of the battlements, cresting and turrets of the 
octagon of the cathedral. (Purcell p. 43). 
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Eton College. Recent repairs have used Clipsham stone. (Kings Works i p. 289). 
London. House of Commons was rebuilt in Clipsham after the last war. Although it will not 
withstand a smoke laden atmosphere as well as Portland it is a better harmoniser. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 101). 

Oxford. Introduced in 1876 it is now being used more than any other. (Clifton Taylor p. 91). 
Ripon. Restoration work in the cathedral. (Clifton Taylor p. 101). 
Salisbury. Restoration work in the cathedral. (Clifton Taylor p. 101). 
Windsor Castle. Clifton Taylor, p. 101, mentions that Clipsham stone was being used here 
in the 1360s. 
York Minster. Here when the Tadcaster stone needs renewing, Clipsham is used. (Clifton 
Taylor p. 101 & p. 110). 

KETTON STONE: 

Audley End. (Clifton Taylor p. 100). 
Cambridge. Clifton Taylor notes that 90°/o of all Ketton building stone now quarried finds its 
way to Cambridge (p. 101). Purcell (pp. 50-53) shows how it has been an important building 
material here since the 17th century. Jesus College, late 15th century; Clare Hall, New buildings 
1635; Christs College, Fellows Building 1640; Pembroke College chapel, end fa~ades 1663-5; 
Emmanuel College 1688-94; Peterhouse New Building 1738-42; Caius and Gonville College, 
Gonville Court; Trinity Hall, Hall and Front Court 1742-5; Christs College, entrance court 
refaced 1758-69; Trinity College. Refacing and remodelling of N. & S. sides ofNevile's Court. 
New bridge 1764-5; Emmanuel College: hall repaired 1760-4. Street frontage rebuilt 1769-75; 
Queens College, Pump court. Dressings of Ketton and Portland stone; Downing College, 
William Wilkin's buildings in Greek style were in Ketton stone: so was his remodelling of 
Kings College main court, screen work and porters lodge and the New Court of Corpus Christi 
college; Pitt Press 1831-2. Recently at Downing College (Baker building), Christs College 
(Richardson), Trinity College (hall). 
Drayton House. "The admirable sculpture in the front". (Morton, p. 100). 
Stamford. Here Ketton stone has been used to supplement the material dug from the pits at 
Casterton. (Clifton Taylor p. 102). 
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WITTERING. Long and short work in the late Anglo Saxon 
chancel. The size of the Barnack blocks is seen well here. 

CLIPSHAM. Block of freestone with blue core in quarry. 
The marks of the plugs and feathers can be seen: also the 
horizontal fracture where the stone is being eased out of the 

working face. 

WITTERING. The enormous size of the block of Barnack 
seen in the impost of the chancel arch. Early lOth century. 

CLIPSHAM. The working face. Notice the clay overburden, 
the great depth of the freestone and the marks of the plugs 
and feathers : the crowbars are inserted horizontally to move 

the stone from the quarry face. 
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A COLL YWESTON slate roof from a farm 
building in Collyweston village. The large 
slates are lower down near the eaves and 
they become smaller near the ridge. Notice 
the cement and the considerable overlap. 

Mr. Osborne demonstrates diving a Collyweston slate. 

CoLLYWESTON slater's tools. (1) on left is a dressing hammer 
with flat side for beating and forked end for pinching slates; 
(2) centre: diving hammer for splitting slates; (3) bill and 
helve for making holes; ( 4) slater's rule divided up for 

measuring different sized slates. 



I. KETTON 

The line of cliffs stands out 
in the afternoon wind. 
The sun-crushed stone falls down 
in the time gone by. 
We run like veins 
in the exposed earth. 
We leave hard tracks 
in the crumbling flesh. 
Here the s-tone was wounded 
that has been tortured 
for God's praise, 
in man's ways 
at Ely in the Fens. 
Here it lay passive 
until it was forced 
as all passive things are 
under the changing power 
of the swift. 
Now we run under the rocking cliffs 
we see how colleges and Cathedrals 
print fossil shell hollows 
on-the quarry face, 
but we are turning this place 
to a new resort, 
sightseeing. 

Colly, collier, collyweston, 
wobbling piles of collied slates, 
large mope and mumford 
even job, longback, 
long ten or bachelor 
wibbet or inbow. 
We went there to look 
at the slater's thousands 
an old man came out, 
the owner's brother. 
He knew the Harrods, 
yes, old Stan, 
he'd worked himself 
before the world war, 
holing the slates, 
larger than now, 
with wooden pegs. 

FouR QuARRIES 

3. 

2. CLIPSHAM 

Clipsham's pile of stone 
is a cyclops building 
fallen to rubble, 
pink and yellow oolite 
stained with blue splashes; 
cliffs recede round the circle, 
leave sandy pools 
where today we made islands of stone 
blooming with ragwort, 
sailed matchstick boats 
in a holiday scale 
that did not account 
for success or failure. 
We played in stone, 
famous from Roman times 
and still in use, 
surviving a disaster 
that broke a company 
in the Jubilee year. 
Round our play, 
work was ready for the next day, 
feathers boring the stone, 
to take the plugs, 
to ease a split 
and set the blocks toppling, 
blocks ready to dress 
collegiate richness. 

COLLYWESTON 

Come a hard winter, 
the miners go under, 
down the foxholes 
covered in summer, 
they lay the slates out 
to be split with frost. 
Slates two years old 
stood in weathering rings, 
others from ten years 
were laid in rows, 
ready for diving 
ready for pecking, 
ready for roofs that will readily pay 
like Rockingham Castle, and Cambridge 

colleges, 
slates for sages who think in centuries. 

83 
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4. BARNACK 

We have rolled in Barnack's hills and holes, 
have hidden and found 
in the once fecund ground 
that bore Peterborough 
Ramsey and Crowland. 
We have touched the overgrown scars 
of the great caesareans 
that gave birth 
to Spalding, Sawtry, Ely 
and Barnack Church. 
We have seen the stipple 
on the landscape 
stitched over with grass, 
dappled in shadow, 
a loose spread 
of blades 
covering the torn rag. 

Here the quarry master sweated 
scappling the blocks 
as they rose to be shaped 
by the banker masons 
and laid in place 
by the walling masons 
far from here, 
over Car Dyke, 
across Whittlesey Mere. 
Though the quarry has gone 
we have touched the stone, 
crisp and full of shells 
even when it is old and grey, 
in those quarries of the future, 
our present ancient monuments. 

NINA STEANE. 

AN ANCIENT CusToM AT RusHDEN, 1846 
'MOP AND PAIL DAY:-Three young men, and one old lady, ofRushden, stood charged [at 
Wellingborough Petty Sessions] with conducting themselves in a disorderly manner, on the 
night of the 12th inst., and setting at defiance the powers that be. It appeared that the younger 
inhabitants of this merry village adhere tenaciously to certain ancient customs, but especially the 
mop and pail, which by the bye has been entirely overlooked by Strutt [J oseph Strutt, Dresses 
and Habits of the English People, 1796-9, and Sports and Pastimes of the People of England, 1801]; 
on the night in question, viz., the 12th of May, when Morpheus had closed the eyelids of the more 
peaceable inhabitants, the defendants and a host of others went in accordance with their annual 
custom to collect the mops, pails, brooms, wheelbarrows, carts, and every moveable article they 
could lay their hands on; these they placed on the green in a confused heap, there to await the 
coming morn, when the sport begins; at an early hour the lady owners of the mops, etc., were 
seen rushing in crowds towards the grand depot, when a scene ensued which defies pen or pencil. 
Half a dozen gentle dames might be seen tugging at one mop, two attempting to wheel one barrow 
in different directions, or doing ditto to a water vat; others wielding certain of the articles to the 
imminent danger of the head or ribs of their neighbours. It is customary during the hubbub for 
a fiddler to stand on an elevated spot and play some appropriate tune, such as "Happy Land". 

The male defendants said little or nothing in their defence, but the old lady entered into 
a full and learned definition of the custom; gently brushing aside her still raven locks, she gave a 
statement which might interest a society of antiquarians, but not the generality of our readers. 
They were each called on to pay the expenses, Ss., and bound over to appear at the Sessions 
if called on. On leaving, the old lady sighed, and gently brushing aside her hair and a tear, 
exclaimed "We shan't be allowed to play at marbles next".' 

Northampton Mercury, 23 May 1846 
Most readers of Northamptonshire Past and Present will wish that the gallant old lady's 

statement had been preserved by the reporter of this curious case. It would have been a valuable 
addition to our knowledge of Northamptonshire's ancient customs and pastimes. 

V.A.H. 
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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

WHENCE WENT OUR PLACE NAME 

ON 11th March 1752, the Assembly of the Province of Pennsylvania authorised the establishment 
of two new counties, one to be named Northampton. Why and how this American county came 
to borrow Northamptonshire's place name is an intriguing sidelight on our history. 

Primarily due to early colonization efforts, many English places have counterparts in distant 
lands. The name "Northampton" is perpetuated in three American counties as well as in several 

SEAL OF NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

towns. The Pennsylvania county is the most important of the three.1 It is situated approximately 
60 miles north of the City of Philadelphia and 110 miles west of New York. The county, of less 
than a quarter million people, is midway along the eastern side of Pennsylvania, where the 
Delaware river marks the boundary between it and the State of New Jersey. 

Unfortunately, little is known about the original inhabitants of the county, since they 
failed to leave written records. They were the Lenni Lenape Indians who were commonly known 
by their English name of "the Delawares". Part of the Algonquin group, they were subservient 
to the Iroquois nation of New York. Except for a brief period during the French and Indian Wars 
(1755-63), there was little resistance to the coming of the white man. 

Generally, the colonization of Pennsylvania started in the southeastern corner, around 
Philadelphia, and thence proceeded to the north and west. As far as is known, the first white men 
to settle in Pennsylvania were the Swedes in 1638, followed by the Dutch in 1655. When the 

1 The other two are in Virginia and North Carolina. For Northampton 
County, Virginia, see Northamptonshire Past & Present, Vol. IV, No. 1, p. 32. 
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English captured New York some nine years later, they also took control of the Pennsylvania 
areas that had been settled. 

As far as Northampton county itself is concerned, little is known about its first white 
settlers. 2 In spite of the fact that the county was eventually populated with colonists coming from 
Philadelphia in the south, the first known inhabitants were a few Dutch miners. Apparently they 
and some French Huguenots came east from the Hudson valley in New York during the second 
half of the 17th Century. The earliest known written record is a Bill of Sale (signed with the 
Indians in 1725) covering some 3,000 acres in an area known as Minisink. 

In 1681, William Perm received from Charles II a grant of land covering 54,000 square 
miles. This area, roughly the size of England and Wales, was given in payment of a claim against 
the Crown held by Perm's father, Admiral Sir William Penn. William Penn was a Quaker and, in 
view of the religious intolerance of the day, sought to establish a colony for members of this sect. 
He arrived in the territory in 1682, after a perilous journey on the "Welcome", with about 100 
new settlers. Many more were to follow and, since he was familiar with the English shire system, 
in 1683 he divided the new province into three counties, Philadelphia, Chester and Bucks. 

The first group of settlers arriving under the auspices of William Perm, the Proprietor, in 
what is now known as Northampton county were probably the Scots-Irish in the early 1700s. 
These people were also known as the Ulster Scots, who were descendants of Scottish colonists 
planted in Northern Ireland by the government of}ames I. Since they were mainly Presbyterians, 
they were probably quite content to settle some distance from Philadelphia, which was controlled 
by the Quakers. The Scots-Irish formed small settlements throughout the county, the most 
significant being Craigs and Hunters. 

When William Penn died in 1718, the ownership of Pennsylvania passed to his sons, 
Thomas and Richard, through a rather involved process whereby Thomas received three-quarters 
of the province. It was under their auspices that the county was first surveyed by one Nicholas 
Scull in 1730.3 In 1739 the still unformed county began receiving an influx of people coming from 
the Palatinate region of the Rhine valley. These Germans were soon identified as the Pennsylvania 
Deutsch, the latter word being corrupted into Dutch, so that their descendants are now referred 
to as the "Pennsylvania Dutch". These German settlers in Pennsylvania arrived principally due 
to religious persecution in their homeland. (There were many different sects and it was the 
Moravians who settled in Northampton). While the Penns welcomed settlers, they eventually 
came in such numbers as to constitute a political problem for the English proprietors. 

Although William Perm was a staunch Quaker, both his sons became members of the 
established church; thus their interest in Pennsylvania was economic rather than religious. As 
proprietors, they were accumulating a massive fortune selling land to the new settlers. Unfor
tunately for them, in 1701 their father gave the inhabitants of the province an Assembly with 
legislative powers which could be used to limit the authority of the proprietors. 

With the advent of substantial immigration by the Germans during the 1740s, there 
developed two political factions-proprietary and anti-proprietary. Various religious groups 
backed the different sides, depending upon their aims at the time. When the Germans and Quakers 
began forming the nucleus of the anti-proprietary group, the Penns became concerned over losing 
control of the Assembly. As a result, they resorted to gerrymandering in order to confine the 
opposition and retain control of important areas. The northern part of Bucks county had a large 
German population and it was here that the new county was established. The Penns' success in 
isolating the Germans is evident when one views the population figures of the new county at the 
time of its foundation in 1752. There were thought to be approximately 6,000 white inhabitants 
of which 800 were Scots-Irish, 300 Dutch, a scattering of French and the balance being German: 

Thomas Penn, as major owner, eventually made the decision to form the new county. 
Inasmuch as the Assembly was controlled by proprietary interests, his wishes for the naming of 

2 The first known white man to pass through the 
county was probably Etienne Brule. A Frenchman 
of somewhat dubious character acting as scout for 
Samuel D. Champlain, he travelled through much of 

the county in 1615 on his way to the Chesapeake Bay. 
3 The survey revealed the Dutch miners from New 

York occupying the Minisink settlement. 
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the new area were also respected. Thomas Penn was born on 9th March 1701, over fifty years 
before the founding of Northampton.4 Unfortunately, historians, particularly American, have 
regarded Thomas Penn in his father's light and tend to dismiss him as a dull, absentee landlord. 
To be sure, Thomas Penn lacked the evangelical qualities of his father; but he carefully approached 
the problems of Pennsylvania as a business man. While it is evident that the sale of land on a 
continuing basis was ail important goal, he engaged in many ventures which can be regarded as 
philanthropic. For the most part, Thomas Penn directed the affairs of the province through 
intermediaries. However, he journeyed to America in August of 1732, staying until 1741.5 We 
know, through his correspondence, that he contemplated another trip, which never materialised. 

While the Penn letter books reveal a good picture of Thomas Penn as he conducted his 
business affairs, little is said concerning his social life. Something of this aspect of his life is revealed 
by the events surrounding his marriage on 14th August 1751. Thomas Perm did not marry until 
his 49th year. By the standards of the mid-eighteenth century, he was certainly a man of advanced 
years. In spite of his wealth, and English property, he remained untitled. His wife, Juliana Fermor, 
was only 22 years of age. However, she came from a highly regarded family, prominent in both 
literary and social circles. Her father was the 1st Earl ofPomfret-the family home, Easton Neston, 
Northamptonshire. 

The family traces its history to Norman times. Elizabeth I conferred a knighthood upon 
George Fermor in 1586 and William Fermor, his grandson, was created a Baronet by Charles I 
in 1641. A Barony was conferred on the 2nd Baronet in 1692, and an Earldom followed in 1721. 
The first Earl of Pomfret (a contraction of Pontefract in Yorkshire) was the father of Lady J uliana 
Fermor (his third daughter), who married Thomas Penn, then of Stoke Park, Bucks, in 1751.6 

Another interesting aspect of the Penn-Fermor marriage was its business overtones. Eight 
days before the marriage, the couple, with Lord Pomfret and members of the legal profession, 
drew up a marriage agreement providing for the disposition of the Penn properties. This legal 
document was printed over a century later, and copies exist today. It was lengthy, covering 64 
octavo pages of fine print, without the benefit of paragraphs. The document would seem to 
indicate a father's concern for his daughter's economic well being. Subsequent events justified 
this concern, as his son proved to be a spendthrift, frittering away the family fortune. 

Whether or not the marriage was merely arranged or based o.n love is not for us to know· 
Certainly, Penn was determined to maintain good relations with his new father-in-law. Less than 
a month after the wedding ceremony, on 8th September 1751, Thomas Perm was writing to 
J ames Hamilton, Lt. Governor of the Province, as follows:-

"Sometime since, I wrote to Dr. Graeme and Mr. Peters to lay out some ground in the 
Forks of the Delaware for a town, which I suppose they have done or begun to do. I 
desire it may be called Easton, from my Lord Pomfret's house and whenever there be 
a new County, that it shall be called Northampton." 

This letter forms the basis for the naming of Northampton county. Unfortunately the 
correspondence between Thomas Penn and his Agents, Dr. Graeme and Mr. Peters> relating to 
the establishment of Easton has not survived. Whether it was in this missing letter or subsequent 
ones, Thomas Perm's hand in the planning of Easton is evident. For example, the streets bore 
such names as Fermor, Pomfret, Hamilton and Juliana.7 

The original political considerations for establishing the new county were confirmed at the 
first election in the area. The proprietary candidate for Assemblyman, William Parsons, was 

4 The Pennsylvania Historical Society in Philadel
phia possesses the Penn letter books and, thus, 
numerous details concerning his life are known. 

5 Mr. A. D. Chidsey, a former President of the 
Northampton County Historical and Genealogical 
Society in Easton, Pennsylvania, in his book The 
Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware felt that 
Thomas Penn journeyed at least as far as Easton 
during his stay in America. 

6 The male line of the Fermor family became 
extinct with the death in 1867 of George William 

Richard, 5th Earl. His sister, Anna-Maria-Arabella, 
married Sir Thomas Hesketh, 5th Bart. Their des
cendants, the Fermor-Heskeths, are still seated at 
Easton Neston, a peerage having been conferred on 
Sir Thomas Fermor-Hesketh, 8th Bart. in 1935. 

7 Unfortunately, most of these street names survive 
only in history books. About 100 years after the 
founding of Easton the City Fathers changed the 
names to a simpler numbering system. Now and then 
local historians have tried to restore the original 
names, but so far without success. 



EASTON NESTON, NEAR TOWCESTER, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
From the south-west 

Courtesy of The Connoisseur 
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defeated by James Burnsides, a Moravian. Likewise, in the following election the Penns' agent 
lost again. As a political force, time was running out for the Penn family. The French and Indian 
Wars bred a spirit of nationalism which continued until the revolution. Although Thomas Penn 
was quite willing to sell properties, he was, in the eyes of the pioneers, an absentee landlord. It 
is not surprising that few mourned the passing of the proprietorship with the coming of indepen
dence. The English found very little support for their cause in Northampton. 

The English influence upon Northampton is not near:ly as evident as it is in the three 
original colonies founded by William Penn. Perhaps it is due to the unique German population. 
Travellers in the county can readily obtain the impression that the so called "Pennsylvania Dutch" 
were the founding fathers. Actually, the English influence was quite substantial. In the 1790 
census about half the population could trace British ancestry, although most of the "British" 
inhabitants of the county appeared to be of the second generation, having one of the three original 
Penn counties as their birthplace. It seems that Northern Ireland, with its Ulster-Scots, provided 
the direct link and it is doubtful that many, if any, natives of Northamptonshire migrated to the 
Pennsylvania county. 

Like its namesake, the county of Northampton has shrunk over the years. When it was 
founded in 1752 it comprised 5,321 square miles, amounting to one ninth of the entire State. 
This compares with the present size of 374 square miles. The original population of about 6,000 
has, of course, grown considerably.8 Currently there are over 200,000 inhabitants-approximately 
two-thirds of its namesake. 

In many respects the county bears a resemblance to Northamptonshire. The economy is a 
blend of agriculture and heavy industry. While it is not known for the manufacture of "boots 
and shoes", the county is the home of the nation's second largest steel producer, Bethlehem Steel. 
Along the northern boundary of the county is one of the world's largest slate deposits. In addition, 
there are considerable deposits of limestone which have led to the development of a significant 
cement manufacturing industry. Culturally, the chief contribution of Northampton has been from 
the Moravians. The area, even to this day, is a centre for that religious group. 

In closing, it is interesting to note that the county also has a city bearing the name 
'Northampton'. The town has little of note, having been established in this century as a home for 
the cement industry workers. Actually, it is the second city so named in the county. The first 
Northampton was a town of approximately 13 families, laid out in 1762 by Chief Justice William 
Alien. In the early 1800s, when the county was being dismembered, Northampton became part 
of Lehigh county. In 1838 the inhabitants changed its name to Allentown to avoid confusion and 
to honour its founder. 

. .................. . .................... 

Footnote: While several sources for this paper have been mentioned, particular note 
should be made of the work of the late David B. Skillman, a President of 
the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society. His Old 
Northampton County published by the Society in 1952 was most valuable. 

8 On the basis of the current boundary, the 1752 
population was probably around 1,500. 

HENRY DAVID RAAscH. 
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