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In British history the period between 1867 
and the end of the nineteenth century is often 
seen as the beginning of the Democratic Age. 
Many town workers were granted the parlia
mentary franchise in 1867 and their fellow 
labourers in county constituencies received 
it in 1884. Political meetings attracted mass 
audiences. Locally-controlled rate-supported 
Board schools came into existence after I 870, 
and ten years later education was made 
compulsory throughout England and Wales. 
Before the end of the century the number of 
local newspapers multiplied and a national 
popular press became established. This article 
examines the impact of local public opinion 
in Kettering on the grammar school problem 
between 1883 and 1888. It is particularly 
concerned with the influence of the two local 
newspapers and of public meetings, especially 
in the form of the Vestry. It illustrates how 
the condition of Kettering's endowed school, 
previously only on occasion a matter of public 
interest, became an important issue in local 
politics in the new age of democracy. 

The minutes of the Kettering Vestry from 
1884-86 are an important source for assessing 
the state of town opinion and especially of 
Nonconformist attitudes about local gram
mar school education. Until I 862 the Vestry 
had been the governing body in the manage
ment of most of the town's affairs. After that 
date other bodies, in the form of elected 
Boards, took responsibility for the Vestry's 
main functions. However, Vestry meetings, 
which all ratepayers could attend, were still 
called to debate town matters and to give 
vent to the airing of grievances. 1 During the 
I 88os the immediate cause of public concern 
about the condition of the local grammar 

1 For a discussion on the composition, powers and 
work of the Vestry, see S. A. Peyton's introduction 
to Kettering Vestry Minutes, A.D. I797-I853, Nor
thamptonshire Record Society, 1933, i-xxvi. 
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school was the appearance in I 883 of a letter 
in the Liberal Kettering Observer, which had 
begun publication in September of the 
previous year. The Conservative Kettering 
Guardian had been launched in response one 
month later. Both weekly papers attempted to 
influence public opinion on local and national 
Issues. 

During the last three decades , of the 
nineteenth century in Kettering political 
battles between the Conservative and Church, 
and Liberal/Nonconformist parties were 
fought over many issues, but the central 
one was that of education. In the provision 
of elementary education rivalry between the 
supporters of the non-sectarian Kettering 
British school and those of the Anglican 
National schools had existed since the early 
I83os but the major struggle really began 
after the passing of the I 870 Education Act. 
The subscribers to the British school greeted 
the Act enthusiastically and called for the 
immediate election of a School Board to 
establish rate-aided unsectarian schools. 2 

Although the Church party was probably in 
a minority among ratepayers, by emphasising 
the question of cost it was able to prevent the 
establishment of a Board until I8go in spite 
of attempts by Dissenters and Liberals in 
I870-7I and IB'76-77. However, not even the 
considerable efforts of the Church could 
provide enough elementary school places to 
cater for the increase in the number of work
ing class children during the 188os. The first 
election of the Kettering School Board in 
18go was bitterly contested by the two parties. 
The Liberals won and then thereafter main
tained control throughout the thirteen years' 
existence of the Board. 

2 Northampton Mercury, 5 Nov. r87o; Kettering 
British School Committee Minutes, r863-82, meeting 
of friends and subscribers, 7 Nov. r 870. 



330 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT 

SCHOOL BOARD 
"VERSUS 

NO SCHOOL BOARD 
Atl(l LIBI~Itrry ! ! 

Brother "fownsmen, 

A Placard has been circulated hearing 25 Signatures stating that if 

a SCHOOL IIOARD is tC> be established in this Tuwn, the individuals 

~igning such a document PLEDGE THEIR WOHD NOT to RAISE 

the llE~'I' of 'riJEIR C01.,TAGES. 

ROUSEBOLDERS, du not allow du~t to be thrown iuto 

your eyes, and then he uti.!tilt'd by ... tu·h " .~lalt''IIU!nl. 

INCREASED TAXATION 
MEANS INCREASED RENT. 

lie ettrl~? at the Poll, and rote agai·l'lSt 

a Se/tool Board, atld for you·r Libet·ty. 

VASH, PRINTER. KETTER!NG.] 
PLAIN TRUr_rH. 

PLATE 1. A CHURCH AND CONSERVATIVE HANDBILL 
very typical of the fierce partisan campaign waged over the Education Act 

in Kettering in 1871. The success of the Church party was a notable defeat for the Dissenters, 
and Kettering resisted a School Board for another twenty years. (Bull Collection, Kettering Library) 
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The conflict between the parties, evident 
in the issue of elementary education, was also 
present, though to a lesser degree, in the 
question of Kettering grammar school. As 
was customary in endowed schools founded 
during the sixteenth century the Kettering 
school had nearly always possessed an 
ordained clergyman as master, 3 and until 
the mid-nineteenth century the governing 
body had consisted almost entirely of Church
men. 4 Religious instruction in the school had 
been in accordance with Anglican practices. 
However, when the school trustees began an 
attempt to reform the institution in I853, 
under the terms of the I84o Grammar 
School Act, the Kettering Dissenters were 
determined to gain improved representation 
on the governing body and, if possible, the 
exclusion of religious teaching. The ensuing 
three-cornered negotiations between the 
Anglican trustees, a committee of leading 
local Nonconformists and the court of 
Chancery involved some acrimonious debate 
between the first two. However, the Dis
senters were, in the main, satisfied with the 
final form of the scheme of I 854 for the 
school which named four Nonconformists on 
the n~w governing body of fifteen and 
instituted a written conscience clause. The 
parties of Church and Dissent managed. to 
cooperate in I853-54 although underlymg 
disagreements, which became evident three 
decades later, were present. 

During the I88os the Liberal Noncon
formists in Kettering were not so concerned 
with the "religious question" as such in 
regard to the grammar school but with the 
general educational issue of how to improve 
the work of the institution. Indeed the 
grammar school problem would probably 
not have arisen at all if the initial success of 
the Chancery scheme acquired in I854 had 
been long lasting. Under the mastership of 

3 The exceptional period was 1755-9.9 when John 
Warner, a layman, was master. Kettenng grammar 
school was founded in 1577 although there may have 
been an earlier song school. (See B. A. York, "The 
Origins of Kettering Grammar School", N.P.P., 
VI, I, 1978, pp. 21-27.) 

4 During the period 1800-54 the only Noncon
formist trustee was the Baptist manufacturer, John 
Cooper Gotch. 

Frederick Tearle from I856-64 the Kettering 
school, given its size, became one of the most 
successful in the country with one third of 
its pupils being boarders. Unfortunately 
under his successor, Thomas Widdowson 
(master, I864-g6), the school underwent a 
period of decline, which began about I872. 
This occurred in spite of a rise in the value 
of the endowment and an increase in the 
town population from 7,I84 in I871 to 
I g,454 in I 8g I. In particular the number of 
boys attending declined and, partly as a 
consequence, the curriculum became nar
rower than during the I856-72 period. 
The initiative for reform was taken by Dis
senters in I883. The trustees responded by 
seeking to obtain a new Charity Commission 
scheme, which was finalised in 1888. 

By 1879 only 23 boys were on the register 
of Kettering grammar school but not until 
four years later was there a public reaction 
to the impoverished condition of secondary 
education in the town. It was begun by a 
letter, under a pseudonym, in the Liberal 
Kettering Observer. 

Can you give to the public the names of 
the present trustees of the Kettering 
Grammar School? It might perhaps inspire 
us with some hope that ... an effort might 
be made to restore it to the condition in 
which it was handed over to the care of the 
present headmaster .... I am told that the 
income yielded by the school property has 
nearly, if not more than doubled in the 
last ten or fifteen years. It may, therefore, 
be assumed that the income of the master 
is proportionately augmented. Ought we 
not, then, to expect increased efficiency? 
Yet ... the school is sinking, not only in 
the estimation of the public, but in the 
number of those seeking the advantages 
which such an establishment is supposed 
to confer .... 5 

The Observer decided to pursue the author's 
case but initially commented that "a splendid 
educational institution has gradually dwindled 
down into an insignificant little school with 
about a score of boys". 6 It then published a 

5 Kettering Observer, 22 June 1883. 
6 Ibid., 6 July, 1883. 
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series of articles under the title KETTERING 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL: PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE, which prompted corres
pondents to call for an enquiry and a new 
scheme. 7 Typical of the letters was one from 
A HATER OF SHAMS, who congratulated 
the Observer on its enquiries and 

wondered whether anything that shall 
benefit the boys of Kettering and neigh
bourhood will come of it. 

Surely this is cause for another enquiry 
to be made before the Commissioners of 
Endowed Schools, for it is a sin and a 
shame for a charity like this to be absorbed 
in teaching 20 to 30 boys .... 

I suppose the present Trustees ... will 
average over 70 years of age, and do not 
care for any change. Young blood is 
wanted, business management, and ano
ther obvious change, all of which must 
tend to make the school what it ought to 
be-an educational blessing to the town, 
which at present it is not. 8 

The establishment of rival local newspapers 
in I 882 was a crucial development in local 
politics. Reflecting national patterns Ketter
ing Liberals and Conservatives established 
organised parties during the I87os. Their 
respective papers greatly assisted the growth 
and extension of political and social opinions. 
In particular the Kettering Observer not only 
first raised the grammar school question in 
I883 but pursued it doggedly. It received so 
many demands for copies of its articles that it 
decided to publish them as a separate 
pamphlet. 9 This began by noting how the 
endowment had recently increased in value. 
A short sketch of the history of the school 
followed but the lengthiest section was on the 
contemporary condition of the school. 

How is the school to regain the position it 
held in the early days of Mr. Tearle's 
mastership; or rather, how is it to attain 
the far higher position it ought to attain 
with such an income as it has looming in 

7 Ibid. and 27 July, 3, 10, 17, 24 Aug. 1883. 
8 Ibid., 24 Aug. 1883. " ... another obvious 

change" was a reference to the mastership of 
Widdowson. 

9 Kettering Grammar School: Past, Present and Future, 
Kettering, 1883. 

the future? . . . All will agree that if 
Kettering School is to take its place as an 
establishment for the complete education 
of boys destined to be engaged in business; 
and as a preparatory school for the Uni
versities-and not for Uppingham then 
the course of instruction must be widened, 
the number of masters must be increased 
and the school premises must be improved. 

The author emphasised that in a new scheme 
"The Trustees should have the power of 
removing masters, else the office is apt to 
become a sinecure". He concluded by warn
ing the governing body that "With a de
creasing School and an increasing income 
they are in a somewhat novel dilemma, and 
the Trustees will incur grave responsibility 
if they do not act promptly". The Observer 
by presenting its case over a period of six 
weeks and then reprinting its articles as a 
pamphlet had stirred public opinion. 

By October I 883 the trustees were well 
aware of the strong feelings in the town, 
especially among Dissenters. The pressures 
on them increased during the following year. 
For example, in June 43 Nonconformists 
presented the Charity Commission with a 
memorial, which called for a new scheme 
and the immediate appointment of a second 
master.10 At the end of 1884 a Vestry meeting, 
chaired by John Wallis, a leading Dissenter 
and Liberal, gave overwhelming support to 
the view that the trustees ought to be able to 
dismiss the master, that 

... a more extended use be made by the 
funds ... a much greater number of boys 
should be taught, an undermaster should 
be appointed, and ... a new scheme must 
be obtained that will be more in harmony 
with the spirit of the times.n 

Prompted by Wallis a general resolution 
calling for immediate reform of the school 
"in such a manner as to educate the large 
number of scholars residing in the town who 
require much more than can be obtained 
from the elementary schools" was passed 
unanimously. 12 Although the Kettering Ob-

1° Kettering Observer, 13 June 1884. 
11 Kettering Vestry minutes, 11 Dec. r884. 
12 Ibid. See also Kettering Observer, 12 Dec. r884. 
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PLATE 2. THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL AND MASTER'S HOUSE 
in Gold Street, Kettering built in r857. The building survived until rg64. (Kettering Library) 

server gave lengthy coverage to t~is meeti~g, 
its rival, the Conservative Kettermg Guardzan 
carried no report. 

As a result of these developments the 
Charity Commission began to investigate 
the condition of Kettering grammar school 
seriously. Before a new scheme was finalised 
in 1888 however, there was disagreement 
between Kettering's Dissenters and the 
trustees about some of the proposals. Much 
of the debate was conducted in the press and 
Vestry meetings. Some views e~p~essed ~ere 
ill-informed and confused but 1t IS certamly 
possible to follow the arguments conce~n~ng 
five crucial aspects : the use of ex1stmg 
legislation and administrative procedures for 
reforming the endowed schools; finance; the 
religious question; the curriculum; the role 
of the headmaster. 

The use of existing Legislation and 
administrative procedures 

The Charity Commission had in fact taken 
an interest in Kettering grammar school five 
years before the Kettering Observer launched 
its campaign. In 1879 assi.::tant commissioner 
C. H. Stanton's conversations with the 
trustees revealed that the standards of 
attainment, the range of the curriculum and 
the number of boys had all declined during 
the 1870s. The trustees clearly blamed the 
headmaster, Thomas Widdowson, for the 
deterioration.13 Stanton's main recommenda
tion was that a good second master, able to 
teach commercial subjects, was needed. He 
believed that if the school were to be re
organised under a new scheme Widdowson 

13 P.R.O., Ed. 27/3663, Stanton's report to Char. 
Comm., 13 March 1879. 
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might be induced to leave. There were no 
immediate developments because Widdow
son made it clear that he would not resign 
even if adequately compensated.14 

However, in 1883 the Nonconformists 
launched their offensive and the trustees felt 
obliged to contact the Charity Commission 
again. After several letters, the Dissenters' 
memorial in June 1884 and the Vestry 
resolution in December, the slow-moving 
Commission finally sent Stanton to Kettering 
again in May 1885. Indeed in the spring of 
1886, William Toiler, leading Baptist and a 
school trustee, complained to the Commis
sion about its lethargy while Vestry meetings 
were blaming the trustees for procrasti
nating.15 

During Stanton's second visit to Kettering 
the trustees pressed upon him the need for 
rapid action, again blaming the master for 
the school's poor reputation. Stanton con
cluded that Widdowson did not possess the 
confidence of the town and agreed that a 
new scheme was urgently needed. 16 Un
doubtedly THE major problem preventing a 
fresh start for the grammar school was 
Thomas Widdowson's freehold ofthe master
ship. The trustees reluctantly accepted the 
Charity Commission's insistence that Wid
dowson's position was legally protected.17 

However, Dissenting opinion continued to 
argue that the master was likely to negate 
the beneficial effects of the new scheme if 
he were to continue in office. 

The draft scheme became available for 
public view in July 1886. At a Vestry meeting 
in the following month John Wallis argued 
that it was less satisfactory than previous 
arrangements.18 He emphasised that part Ill 
of the proposed scheme made full provision 
for the establishment of a good school but 
unfortunately the whole scheme was nullified 
by clause 25; which stated that "the pro
visions of Part Ill ... shall only come into 
operation after the present master ceases to 

u Ibid., Widdowson to Stanton, 26 June I88o. 
16 E.g. Vestry meetings of23July and 26 Nov. I88s. 16 P.R.O., Ed. 27/3663, Stanton's report, 8 May 

I88s; Messrs. Lamb and Holmes, solicitors, West St., 
Kettering, Trustees' Minutes Book, 2, 8 May I885. 

17 T.M.B.,2, Ig Feb. I886. 
18 Kettering Guardian, 6 Aug. I886. 

hold the office now held by him". The 
Vestry meeting agreed that the interests of 
the townspeople ought not to be sacrificed to 
those of one individual. A committee was 
appointed to put several recommendations 
to the trustees, especially that clause 25 was 
"so objectionable that so long as it remains 
in force the Scheme will be of no use to the 
Town" .19 The Kettering Observer believed that 
Widdowson was a very happy individual to 
enjoy a protected freehold on the head
mastership and although it welcomed most 
parts of the draft scheme it criticised the 
continued dominance of school life by the 
incumbent master. 20 

Because of opposition to the draft scheme 
W. N. Bruce of the Charity Commission 
eventually agreed to meet the Vestry com
mittee together with the trustees in November 
1886. 21 Unfortunately no record of this 
private meeting has survived. Bruce, how
ever, must have argued persuasively because 
he was able to convince the committee of the 
need to accept the draft scheme in principle. 
Although the committee continued to insist 
that the trustees alone, and not the head
master, should be responsible for appointing 
assistant masters, Bruce had achieved his 
objective in largely quelling opposition to the 
contentious provisions of the new scheme. 22 

No further Vestry or other public meetings 
on the grammar school issue were held. The 
scheme was finally authorised on February 
21St, 1888. 

The scheme instituted a governing body 
of eight representative governors of the town 
authorities and, initially, eight eo-opted 
governors. The Observer was pleased because in 
July 1886 it had proposed the case for a higher 
proportion of Dissenters on the governing 
body. Of the eight eo-opted trustees, three, 
including William Toiler, were Dissenters. 

19 Ibid. Kettering Library (Ket 36.1), "Kettering 
Grammar School: Proposed new scheme (I 886), 
Alterations recommended by the Committee ap
pointed by the Vestry to confer with the School 
Trustees", 1 I Aug. 1886. 

2° Kettering Observer, 23 July, I886. . 
21 Kettering Library (Ket 36. I), Vestry committee 

to Bruce, 23 Nov. 1886. W. N. Bruce, who later 
played a leading role in Welsh education, was the 
son of Lord Aberdare, the Liberal politician. 

22 Ibid. 
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The two representative governors appointed 
by the Kettering magistrates were (naturally) 
Churchmen, but the electoral body of the 
town authorities, which had a majority of 
Nonconformists, elected six Dissenters in
cluding John Wallis, and John Stockburn, 
the leader of Kettering Liberals. Noncon
formists had therefore secured, for the first 
time in the grammar school's history, a 
majority (of two) on the governing body. 

Undoubtedly a new scheme was introduced 
in I 888 because of the pressure of public 
opinion through the press and Vestry meet
ings in Kettering after I883. Although the 
Charity Commission had first expressed 
interest in the condition of the grammar 
school in I 878 reform would have been 
delayed further if public opinion, and 
especially Nonconformist pressure, had not 
galvanised the trustees into action in the 
mid-I88os. 

Finance 
The original letter in the Kettering Observer, 

which began the public pressure for reform 
of the school, claimed that endowment 
income had more than doubled during the 
previous ten to fifteen years. 23 The Observer's 
editorials emphasised this point and also 
maintained 

... there must be a higher scale of fees, 
and the tradesmen of the town, some of 
whom now send their sons away to be 
educated, ought to be prepared to pay 
accordingly ... low fees and a first class 
school are incompatible. 24 

At the Vestry meeting in August I 886, John 
Wallis maintained that the annual income 
of the endowment had increased tenfold from 
the £70 at the time of Widdowson's appoint
ment and might increase to £I,ooo within 
three years. 25 Although the Dissenters over
estimated the rate and size of increase, what 
was particularly galling to them was the fact 
that the . master was the major beneficiary 
and yet they saw Widdowson as the principal 
cause of the school's decline. A situation 

23 Kettering Observer, 22 June 1883. 
24 Ibid., 23 April 1886. 
26 Kettering Guardian, 6 Aug. 1886. 

where the master was enjoying a steady 
(unearned) increase in salary from the 
endowment but where fees were so low that 
even an effort to attract more scholars would 
not significantly increase Widdowson's in
come from that source, was quite unaccept
able. There can be little doubt that the 
master was not greatly moved to increase his 
work load by enrolling more boys when his 
-own financial situation was so comfortable. 

The Observer, reflecting the underlying 
philosophy of "payment by results" (then 
operating in the elementary schools) believed 
that "The Master, and any assistants, should 
be paid largely by capitation fees, for that is 
an incentive to labour". 26 The Vestry com
mittee of I886 proposed that fees should be 
between £4 and £8 a year, a scale which was 
adopted in the final scheme. Indeed the I 888 
scheme initiated a formula for the emolument 
of the master, which would encourage him 
to seek enrolment of pupils. He was to receive 
half of the annual income of the endowment. 
Additionally, however, half of the new higher 
fees were to go to him. 2 7 

Undoubtedly the consistent expression of 
public opinion with regard to the level of 
fees and the method of payment of the master 
influenced the grammar school trustees and 
the Charity Commissioners, who ultimately 
produced the I 888 scheme. Other suggestions, 
which did not gather substantial support, 
came to nothing. For example, a corres
pondent of the Kettering Guardian, who called 
for the sale of some endowment property in 
order to provide capital for a new school 
·building, received little support. 28 His pro
posal, though perhaps more far-sighted than 
others, foundered without public backing. 

Although Dissenting opinion was basically 
satisfied with the financial arrangements of 
the I 888 scheme the trust's revenue still did 
not provide an adequate .grammar school 
for Kettering in the late nineteenth century, 
given the other difficulties, notably the 
presence ofWiddowson. The low recruitment 
of pupils continued and this prevented the 

26 Kettering Observer, 10 Aug. 1883. 
27 Kettering Grammar School, Scheme approved at the 

Court of Windsor, The 21st Day of February, r888, 
clause 23. 

28 Kettering Guardian, 18 Dec. 1885. 
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trustees from a further increase in fees during 
the early 18gos. Until they could rid them
selves of their master there was little hope of 
expansion. 

The Religious Question 
The Kettering Observer m its articles, 

KETTERING GRAMMAR SCHOOL: 
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE strongly 
objected to the provision in the I854 scheme 
for instruction in the "Principles of the 
Church of England" of boys whose parents 
did not object. 

Was there any need of the latter state
ment ... ? The school is open for boys of 
parents of all denominations; and had the 
passage run-"in the Principles of Non
conformity", Churchmen would naturally 
have asked, "which sect?" as Noncon
formists will now as naturally ask, "which 
party?" 29 

On paper the Dissenters did make gains for 
the I888 scheme stated that the master need 
not be in holy orders and this raised the 
possibility of a layman being appointed as 
Widdowson's eventual successor. 30 Moreover, 
on the controversial subject of religious 
instruction the Dissenters were basically 
satisfied for under the new scheme it was 
simply to be "in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the Christian Faith ... under such 
regulations as shall be made ... by "the 
Governors". 31 In practice, however, instruc
tion and worship continued as before 1888, 
although of course the conscience clause 
remained operative. 

In fact the controversy between Anglicans 
(mainly represented by the school trustees) 
and Dissenters was really about the overall 
nature of grammar school education rather 
than religious instruction and worship as 
such. Fundamentally it was a politico
religious party argument. The Conservative 
Kettering Guardian did not express its views as 
frequently as its rival newspaper. It reported 
meetings but produced little editorial com
ment and few letters on the grammar school 
issue, compared with the Observer. However, 

29 Kettering Observer, 10 Aug. 1883. 
30 Scheme, 1888, cl. 64. 
31 Ibid., cl. 47· 

one correspondent did complain about the 
domination of public meetings by Liberals. 
He accused them of thinking "nothing can 
be done for the good of the town, unless it is 
in the hands of a Radical clique". 3 2 This 
kind of assertion was typical of much of the 
debate between the supporters of both sides. 

The Curriculum 
In one sense the history of secondary 

education in England and Wales during the 
second half of the nineteenth century can 
be seen as the struggle to broaden the curricu
lum and overcome the traditional domination 
of classics. Not surprisingly in Kettering one 
of the dissatisfactions with grammar school 
education was the concentration on Latin. A 
complaint about Widdowson was that he was 
a classicist to the point of neglect of other 
subjects. When Assistant Charity Commis
sioner Stanton met the trustees in May I885, 
he was told that "the town" believed 
Widdowson neglected "commercial educa
tion" even though most of the boys were sons 
of tradesmen and farmers. 33 The Liberals and 
Nonconformists not only wanted a commer
cial school or department as a means of 
offsetting the influence of Widdowson, but 
also because of their own belief in the value 
of commercial education and curricular 
reform. The general argument was succinctly 
expressed by one Dissenter in I 886: 

There were good elementary schools as 
they go, although ... more accommoda-
tion was needed ... A great many of the 
working people would be glad to send 
their children to a commercial school ... 
the (grammar) school did not meet modern 
requirements, and the remedy would have 
to be other subjects taught there. 34 

One of the main protagonists of a separate 
commercial school was the Nonconformist 
Thomas Wallis, who had been outvoted by 
his fellow grammar school trustees, and 
consequently called his own public meeting 
in I 886 to muster support. He wanted a 

32 Kettering Guardian, 23 April 1886. 
33 P.R.O., Ed. 27 /3663, Stanton's report to Char. 

Comm., 8 May 1885. 
34 C. Wilmot at public meeting, Kettering Observer, 

23 April 1886. 
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"third grade" school, which "would occupy 
a place between the National and British 
schools, and the higher classical schools". 35 

In a later speech to the Vestry in October 
I 886, Wallis said 

that he believed what the majority required 
was a thoroughly good commercial school. 
They looked upon the present school as a 
Grammar School where the instruction 
given was classical and as there could be 
no Radical change while the present master 
was at the head of it, they felt that it would 
be better to have a third grade or Com
mercial School entirely independent of 
Mr. Widdowson and in that way they 
would get rid of a feeling that there was 
against sending boys to a school where 
Mr. Widdowson was the Head Master. 36 

Wallis probably did command the support 
of a substantial majority of town opinion on 
this issue as his proposal was supported by 
the Kettering Guardian as well as the Observer. 37 

For financial reasons the Charity Commis
sion vetoed the establishment of a separate 
commercial school. The endowment was 
insufficient to maintain two schools. Never
theless public pressure ensured a significant 
broadening of the grammar school's curricu
lum under the I888 scheme. In comparison 
with the I854 curriculum Greek was omitted 
but modern languages, science, commercial 
subjects such as book-keeping and land 
surveying, drill and music appeared on the 
official curriculum for the first time. How
ever, in spite of the improvements the Non
conformists were proved correct in their 
belief that the new curriculum would not be 
a complete practical success until the classi
cist Widdowson either resigned or retired, 
even if an additional master or two were 
introduced to teach the new subjects. 

The role of the headmaster 
From I883 the Kettering Observer and lead

ing Dissenters continually emphasised that 
changes of any kind could not succeed unless 
Widdowson was removed. They regarded the 

35 Kettering Observer, 6 Aug. 1886. 
36 Ibid., 29 Oct. r886. . 
37 Ibid., 23 April r886; Kettering Guardtan, 13 Aug., 

26 Nov. 1886. 

mastership as a sinecure unless the Trustees 
were given the power of dismissal. 3 s In 
August I883, a letter from "G.S." in the 
Observer stated: "It apears to me that the 
master and the funds ought to be under the 
control of the Trustees. As it is the Master 
can simply do as he likes". 39 At the same time 
another correspondent argued that when the 
Trustees appointed Widdowson 

They must ... have known that their 
income would increase ... and yet they 
handed the whole over to the headmaster, 
without any control over him, however he 
may act-whether for the benefit of the 
school and the town, or for his own ease 
and emolument. 

The Kettering Observer itself, in August I 883, 
had no doubt that the grammar school ought 
to be 

the leading educational institution of the 
town. At present ... it is doubtful whether 
it could be safely used as preparatory for 
the higher class public schools. Our 
neighbours-Wellingborough and Oundle 
-have better schools than we have ... 
here we are simply stagnating in the matter 
of education. No one who has a promising 
lad would think of sending him to the 
Grammar School. 

Indeed parents were sending their sons to 
other local endowed schools, especially 
Wellingborough. 

The Observer acknowledged that Widdow-
son was a "thorough scholar" 

But ... a school to be efficient must not 
only have a good scheme but also masters 
qualified to teach specific subjects. We 
should ... doubt the capacity of a man 
who undertook to teach not only the 
classical, but the modern languages, as 
well as the sciences and mathematics. 40 

At the time Widdowson was the sole teacher 
and according to an advertisement in the 
Kettering Guardian purported to teach Latin, 
English, mathematics, natural science, French, 
German and drawing. 41 

38 E.g. see Kettering Observer, 10 Aug. 1883. 
39 Ibid., 17 Aug. r88g. 
40 Ibid., 31 Aug. r88g. 
41 Kettering Guardian, 20 July 1883. 
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At a public meeting in April I886, con
siderable support was given to William 
Stoker, a Baptist and Liberal, who claimed 
that the trustees did not have sufficient con
trol over the master and therefore over the 
conduct of the school. 42 The Kettering 
Observer reinforced the argument. 

It is no secret, it was mentioned at the 
meeting, but it was not strongly empha
sised as it should have been, that the 
present headmaster ... holds his appoint
ment for life ... the headmastership, with 
its life interest, is the crux .... With this 
in the way, it is not quite so easy to con
struct a new scheme. 43 

In I885 C. H. Stanton had emphasised in 
his report to the Charity Commission that 
Widdowson did not possess the confidence of 
those in Kettering who could be expected to 
use the school. 44 Although unpublished, his 
view was supported by the school trustees 
and particularly the Dissenters, yet it was not 
within the powers of the Charity Commission 
to offset what was in effect the master's free
hold. What the public disliked about 
Widdowson was not his teaching as such but 
his refusal to take boarders, his inability to 
appoint assistants to widen the actual taught 
curriculum and above all his unfortunate 
manner in handling human relationships. 
He was disliked as a man and after I 883 
refused to acknowledge that the condition of 
the school was a matter of public concern. 
He was undoubtedly lethargic and compla
cent. It was argued that he had not striven 
to improve the school. The "Master needed 
jogging". 45 John Wallis expressed the view 
of leading Dissenters at a Vestry meeting in 
October, I886, when he maintained that 
Widdowson 

was always willing to take scholars-and 
to help them_ so far as they had the desire 
to learn, but he had not the courage or the 
tact to puff his school, or the knack of 
doing that which would make it popular. 4 6 

42 Kettering Observer, 23 April 1883. 
43 Ibid. 
44 P.R.O., Ed. 27/3663, 8 May 1885. 
45 Kettering Observer, 29 Oct. 1886. 
46 Ibid. 

The campaign against Widdowson had in 
fact reached its height at a Vestry meeting 
in August, when Wallis had argued that the 
whole value of the new scheme would be 
negated by the confirmation of Widdowson 
in the mastership. Thomas Wallis, himself a 
trustee and brother of John, spoke critically 
of Widdowson and the safeguarding of the 
master's position. 4 7 

However, even after the Dissenters had 
been talked into accepting the position of 
Widdowson as master of the one post
elementary school possible, the Vestry com
mittee, led by John Wallis, fought, mainly 
unsuccessfully, for the right of the trustees 
alone, rather than that of Widdowson, to 
appoint, control and dismiss any assistants. 4 8 

The trustees supported the Vestry com
mittee's view, but to no avail. The school 
governors would only enjoy this right after 
the departure of Widdowson. The Charity 
Commission would not remove a right which 
the incumbent already enjoyed. With regard 
to the appointment of assistants the only joy 
for Dissenters and trustees alike was the 
clause in the I 888 Scheme making the 
appointment of at least one assistant obli
gatory. 

Even given that surviving evidence is 
weighted heavily against Widdowson, it must 
nevertheless be concluded that he was the 
major factor inhibiting the progress of 
grammar school education in Kettering 
during the I88os. His reputation was the 
decisive factor in determining how many 
boys attended. The institution did not 
command the confidence of the parents and 
therefore it stagnated in spite of rapid 
population growth in the locality. Clause 2'8 
of the I888 Scheme, which stated that "the 
Governors may dismiss the Head Master, 
other than the said Thomas Widdowson" 
was to be the major obstacle to a sustained 
growth and development of Kettering gram
mar school. Public opinion had not been 
enough to overcome that problem. 

47 Kettering Guardian and Kettering Observer, 6 Aug. 
1886. 

48 Kettering Library (Ket 36.1), Vestry committee 
to Char. Comm., 23 Nov. 1886. 
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However, it is doubtful whether a new 
scheme would have been introduced as 
early as I 888 if there had been no Liberal 
and Nonconformist pressure in the years 
after I883. The introduction of a commercial 
school on the existing foundation was pre
vented by financial considerations, yet, as 
we have seen, curricular change was closely 
associated with the incumbent of the master
ship, as the reformers recognised. The I888 
scheme brought mainly theoretical, rather than 
practical changes to school life. Not until the 
retirement of Widdowson eight years later 
did it begin to develop as its critics wished. 
By then it was too late for the Kettering 
school to match the standards of many of the 
successful endowed schools in the area. 
Moreover secondary education had become 
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a matter of growing national concern and the 
County Council grammar school opened in 
Bowling Green Road in I 9 I 3 as a result of 
the I 902 Education Act went far beyond the 
scope of proposals put forward during the 
I88os. Then the Liberals and Nonconform
ists in the press, in Vestry and other public 
meetings had stirred social opinion on the 
grammar school question, but overall they 
achieved little of what they wanted. The 
main obstacle to change in the I88os was 
Widdowson and his legally protected posi
tion: in spite of the grammar school issue 
being part of the party political battle, even 
the school trustees and the local Conservative 
newspaper agreed that they could not support 
the continued incumbency of Thomas Wid
dowson in the mastership. 
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RIVAL SWEEPS, 1768 
The following advertisement appeared in the Northampton Mercury of November 7th, I 768: 

This is to give NOTICE 

THAT JOHN MITCHELL and ENOCH WOOD, in the 
Horse-Market, Northampton, Intend to follow the Business 
of CHIMNEY SWEEPING. All Persons, therefore, that 
chuse to employ them, may depend on having their Orders 
punctually obeyed. By their humble Servants, 

JOHN MITCHELL 
ENOCH WOOD 

N.B. Chimnies (sic) on fire will, upon Notice given them (sic), 
be immediately put out. 

The next issue of the Mercury (November 14th) carried this counterblast: 

JOSEPH YOUNG 
In the Horse-Market. NORTHAMPTON 

Takes this Opportunity to acquaint his Friends and 
Customers, that he carries on, with Care and Diligence, 
his usual Business of a CHIMNEY-SWEEP; and can assure 
the Publick, that the Persons advertising last week in this Paper, 
not having been bred in any business, boldly assume That of 
Another, in which he was regularly bred up and instructed, and 
which was derived down to him from his Ancestors. 

In sable Dress, I use the Art, 
That's Black; yet uncorrupt my Heart, 
No other Care disturbs my Head 
Than how to earn and get my Bread. 
When Lords and Country 'Squires command, 
Myself and Imps are strait (sic) at hand; 
Smoke condens'd from ev'ry Hole I rake, 
Ready Pence for ev'ry Jot I take. 
When out at Top my Head I peep, 
I 'wake the Maids with Chimney-sweep; 
The Cook she brings a friendly Meal, 
The Butler waits with Horn of Ale. 
In ev'ry Place I'm welcome made, 
And brisk pursue my Sooty Trade. 

The Northampton poll book for the general election of 1768 contains the name of Enoch 
Wood, labourer, Horse-Market, but no entry for John Mitchell. Joseph Young is listed as a 
chimney sweep living in the Horse-Market. He voted for Captain The Hon. Thomas Howe 
RN, but Wood favoured Sir George Osborn and Vice-Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney, 
so there may also have been a measure of political animosity between Young, "regularly bred 
up and instructed" in his calling, and the interloping Wood. 

Whatever the case, Mitchell and Wood did not succeed in establishing a lasting partnership 
in Northampton. Neither man is recorded in the pollbook published after the general election 
of I 774· Young, on the other hand, does appear in this book, and also in the poll book for I 784. 
He and his team of sooty "Imps" obviously gave good service to householders, as he so 
proudly proclaimed in his rhyming advertisement in I 768. 

VICTOR A. HATLEY. 



WOODFORD HALSE 
THE VILLAGE WITH A HEART OF STEAM 

]. W. ANSCOMB 

The Great Central Railway which for nearly 
70 years found employment for a large 
proportion of the working population of this 
area, and made this village what it is today, 
ceased to operate on Saturday, September 
3rd, I 966 and memories are already fading 
as a generation arises that does not know 
what the village was like in the heyday of the 
railway. 

For nearly 70 years there was always 
somebody about the streets at all hours of the 
day and night, either going to work or 
coming home. The huge embankment, now 
an eyesore cutting the village in two, was 
ablaze all night with electric light to aid the 
shunter in his work. It resounded with the 
crash of wagons being marshalled into train 
loads for despatch to destinations as far apart 
as Grimsby and South Wales, Neasden and 
York, and now it is a scene of desolation with 
just a bridge and the embankment left to 
remind us of the engineering skill that 
fashioned the iron highway through the 
parish, linking the North with London and 
the South. There is no-one left who can 
remember the coming of the railway and 
what the village was like when the total 
population was just over 500. The population 
more than doubled in less than five years. 
The I 89 I census figures show a population 
of 527 and the I90I census I220, and one 
cannot but wonder how the people faced up 
to such a sudden change. Probably the first 
inkling the local inhabitants would have that 
a railway was to be built through the parish 
would have been about the year I889 when 
the surveyors were most likely taking levels 
to plan a route for the proposed extension 
of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincoln
shire Railway, from Nottingham to London. 
The first official notice that the proposed 
railway would take a definite route would be 

341 

when local landowners received a notice 
dated November Ist, I89o, from the Railwa; 
Company, informing them that application 
was being made to Parliament for powers to 
extend the railway to London, and that they 
also proposed to acquire certain lands from 
them. 

A form was enclosed, which they were 
asked to return, to say whether or not they 
would agree to this being done. At least one 
of these notices has survived, it is addressed 
to Mr. John Bird of Woodford Halse and 
informed him that the Company proposed 
to acquire his cottage, garden and out
buildings, which were at the bottom of 
Scrivens Hill. However, the first application 
made to Parliament was thrown out and in 
I 89 I an amended Bill was submitted and 
passed by Parliament in I892, receiving the 
Royal Assent in I893· The general public 
would get to know of this by a notice in the 
Northampton Daily Chronicle of November 25th, 
I89I, which said that the Railway Company 
was making application to the next session of 
Parliament, for powers to build the railway 
and listing the parishes through which it 
would pass, Woodford cum Membris being 
named amongst others, on the route. At the 
same time a copy of the route through the 
County was deposited with the Clerk to the 
Peace which differed from the one deposited 
in I 890 and we find, for some reason not 
now known, the route through the parish 
had been changed. Now, instead of crossing 
Scrivens Hill, it was to keep close to the 
Charwelton brickworks and come through 
the parish nearly parallel to the Red Road 
and Phipps Road, the route with which we 
are familiar and now abandoned. 

Contracts for the work were let in Septem
ber, I894, but when work started in this 
parish is not known. We do know that the 
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Parish Council, in May I 8g5, was complain
ing to the contractors, Messrs Walker Scott & 
Co., that their men were creating a nuisance 
and a danger, by sleeping in barns and out
houses, and they asked them to provide 
accommodation. The contractors replied, 
saying that they were preparing to erect 
huts for the men and it is said that remains 
of these huts could be seen in a field on the 
Eydon Road at late as I939· From a news
paper account of I 8g8 it would appear that 
at least 500 men were based on the village 
while the work was going on. 

It is most likely that one of the first 
tasks undertaken would be the cutting to 
enable a junction to be made with the East 
& West Junction Railway, at what was to 
become known as the West Junction. The 
land and premises of Dairy Farm near here 
had been bought and stables, workshops and 
stores, were set up there to receive the 
materials, such·as cement, bricks and timber, 
for the stations and bridges up and down the 
line. Sand and ballast for the railway was 
obtained from the ballast pit adjacent to the 
station and the I go I edition of the Ordnance 
Survey shows a siding into the pit. 

In I 956, a retired signalman, Mr. Simeon 
Merrivale of Byfield, told how the building 
of the Great Central line was a great help 
to the East & West Junction Railway (it 
became the Stratford-upon-Avon and Mid
land Junction Railway during Igo8) as 
nearly all the material for the new line was 
hauled by them. All the blue bricks for 
building Catesby Tunnel and the many 
bridges in the area, came to West Junction, 
as the signalbox on the E. & W.J.R., was 
known. The wood for fencing the line came 
to Moreton Pinkney Station and was taken 
by road to where it was required. The first 
locomotive to be used on this section of the 
line also came to Moreton Pinkney and was 
conveyed by road to Greenhills Cutting for 
handing over to the contractors. The traction 
e.ngine used to do this was owned by Parson 
Smith of Woodford and was driven by Mr. 
Fred Ward. Mr. Merrivale entered railway 
service in I 8g8 at More ton Pinkney and 
became signalman at West Junction in 
xgo8 serving there until he retired in 1946. 

He claimed to have been present when the 
new signalbox for Woodford South Junction 
was opened for the first time, by signalman 
Jack Coulson. He said that the junction was 
never used by passenger trains, only by 
ballast trains, but here his memory was at 
fault, as it is known that the junction was 
used for one month, in August 18gg, by a 
regular passenger service, the 5.20 p.m. from 
Marylebone to Stratford-upon-Avon, arriving 
t.here at 8.30 p.m. In September that year 
the service was worked via Woodford Station 
and the South Curve was not used again. 
Through coaches between Marylebone and 
Stratford began to work on June 16th, 1902; 
the best time for the 93l miles was 2 hours, 
5 minutes. The last through service was 
withdrawn on February 1st, 1936. Use ofthe 
South Junction was discontinued in October, 
1900, Woodford South Junction signalbox 
was abandoned, the junction taken out and 
the running lines from the E. & W. Jet. Rly. 
had stop-blocks fitted to them and were used 
as storage sidings until the line closed in 
1965. Mr. Merrivale recalled a few anec
dotes of early happenings at the junction. 
The fields around Dairy Farm were, he said, 
crowded with huts for the navvies, store 
sheds, carpenters shops and stables. The 
farmhouse was occupied by a ganger, em
ployed by the contractors and it gave lodg
ings to a few of the navvies. A load of beer 
came every few days and there were plenty 
of men about to dispose of it. The ganger on 
that section of the E. & W. Jet. Rly. used to 
call when on his rounds and on calling one 
day, he was met by the landlady and told 
there was no beer to be had, as a little bird 
had been whispering. It seems that she had 
got word that an excise officer was to pay 
them a visit and all the beer had been taken 
away the previous night and buried in the 
bank at the Eydon Road cutting where a 
bridge was being built, until he was safely 
away again. There is no doubt that the place 
was being run as an unlicensed public house. 

The navvies were a rough lot, used to hard 
living and if they could not find lodgings, 
would make a dug-out, roof it with turves and 
live in it until they moved on. One of the 
gangers had a rough and ready way of 
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PLATE 1. STATION STAFF AT WOODFORD AND HINTON STATION c19oo. 
This and the other photographs in this article and on the front cover were taken by S. W. A. Newton, 

a Leicester photographer who recorded the building of the entire Great Central line, 1894-99. 
(Leicestershire Record Office ) 

selecting prospective employees, if the seat of 
their trousers was patched, they could move 
on, but if their knees were patched they were 
sure of a job. 

According to the parish magazine of June, 
1895, the Navvy Mission Society was already 
at work in the village and a missioner, by the 
name of Cox was expected to arrive shortly. 
The September magazine reported that a 
Mission Room had been opened on the 1oth 
of August in the field known as Flax Furlong. 
One hundred navvies, with their wives and 
children, had attended the opening. Flax 
Furlong was a big field which had been cut 
into four pieces, first by the East & West 
Junction Railway and then by the Great 
Central. Unfortunately, Parson Smith does 
not say on which portion the mission room 

was built, it is assumed that it was on the 
eastern portion, next to the Great Central 
main line. In the November magazine he 
records that a home for navvies was opened 
on Saturday, October Igth, 1895, at a house 
called Banksey Villa, by Sir H. E. L. Dryden. 
The house had been taken by a Miss Adeline 
Pym and converted for this purpose and it 
was said that this was the first home for 
navvies in the country. Parson Smith says 
"The whole establishment is kept very clean 
and comfortable by Mr. Emmanuel Hennin
ger, the caretaker". The house was actually 
called Banksia Villa and is now No. 7 School 
Street. It was in what one might call a 
strategic position, right opposite the Hare & 
Hounds, one of the two fully licensed public 
houses at that time, for it was Miss Pym's 
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intention to do what she could to prevent the 
navvy spending his money on drink. This is 
made plain by a newspaper account of 
another of her good works, the opening of a 
free reading room for navvies. The account is 
taken from the Northampton Mercury of July 
I 7th, I 895 and is as follows : 

A HAVEN FOR NAVVIES 

At Woodford Halse, near Byfield, in this 
County of ours, a work is being carried 
on which merits the greatest respect and 
admiration. We have concerned in this 
work a class of men almost unknown to 
many of us, whose habits and customs 
differ widely, as a consequence of the 
character of their work, from our 
ordinary British workman. The circum
stances of their calling are such as will 
excite the deepest sympathy. Those know
ing Woodford Halse must be aware of the 
great changes made in this formerly quiet 
village by the advent of the Manchester, 
Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway Com
pany's works, which bring navvies from 
all parts to work here. Among these 
navvies then the work to which we refer 
is bein~ carri~d on by a lady whose whole 
life and energy . are entirely devoted to 
them and their welfare. The public reading 
room has been opened in connection with 
the work. Those who have been brought 
into contact with Miss Adeline Pym 
cannot but feel the sincerest admiration 
for her and her work. Struggling against 
many obstacles and almost insurmountable 
difficulties, she has remained at her post, 
and has the privilege ofseeing in Woodford 
the practical result of her labour. The first 
practical outcome of her work was the 
opening of the free reading room for 
navvies which admirable institution is 
under ;he patronage of Woodford's vicar 
and Moravian minister. As a counter 
attraction to the public house, this room is 
invaluable. Men, who otherwise would 
spend their time and money in the public 
house crowd in night after night, sure of a 
happ; evening. Among these men Miss 
Pym moves, talking with them, sympa
thising with them, and welcoming them, 

till she has become in the minds of the 
navvies their "Own Young Lady". The 
influence she gains over them is used to 
prevent them wasting their money on 
their inveterate enemy DRINK; while 
the manner in which she interests herself 
in each one individually wins their hearts 
completely. And, now a word about the 
room itself. Necessarily it must be a word 
of praise, for the attractions of the room 
are so many and so varied, that no-one 
could turn away from the sight without an 
admiring word. The little room is compact 
and comfortable, and all its arrangements 
neat and attractive. Games are provided 
in abundance; writing materials and 
papers. Yes, newspapers, magazines, pic
ture papers and comic papers, the latest 
morning paper, an evening paper, the 
Labour News and, of course, the Mercury 
itself. It is a pleasing sight to see the room 
filled with navvies in their working clothes 
(for this is essentially their own room and 
they go in and out exactly as they please) 
some bending over dominoes and draughts, 
and others reading or looking at pictures, 
writing or playing. Ask them, and one and 
all will say unhesitatingly that a place like 
this is the greatest boon and pleasure to 
them, and that they always enjoy their 
evenings now that their long days work is 
done. Thinking of the self denial continual 
and absolute, which -the carrying on of 
this work entails and thinking of the men 
among whom the work is carried on, and 
of their needs, and of their affection and 
admiration for those who help them, can 
we resist offering for Miss Pym and her 
work our heartiest sympathies and prayers. 

Another cutting has come to hand, bearing 
no name and no date, but headed, 

WOODFORD NAVVIES HOME; 

MISS A. M. PYM'S AFFAIRS 

At the London Bankruptcy Court, on 
Friday. Mr. Registrar Brougham sus
pended for two years the discharge of Miss 
Adeline Mary Pym, late of Woodford 
Junction, Northamptonshire. The debtor, 
who has been engaged on philanthropic 
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work, in 1895 opened a "Home for 
Navvies" at Woodford Junction. She had 
removed to Staines in I 898 on completion 
of the railway works at Woodford and 
opened a navvies home there at a cost of 
£1,200. The liabilities were £2,320, with 
no available assets. The offences alleged 
were insufficient assets and books. 

It is a pity that there was not a happier 
ending to the story of Miss Pym and her 
work for the navvies. 

The reading room she opened was situated 
on the east side of Church Street, at about 
where No. 19 now stands at Kings Corner. 
The field was known as Parsons Close and 
must have been a very pleasant spot if one 
can judge by the picture of the north end of 
the field as depicted in an old parish maga
zine. There is no doubt that the reading 
room, opened by Miss Pym, was the parish 
reading room that at one time had been 
open from IO a.m. to IO p.m. each weekday 
and from 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sundays 
for the use of the men of the village, many of 
whom would be unemployed. The coming 
of the railway gave employment to all who 
needed it and the reading room became 
redundant and closed. 

A description of the depot as it was on the 
eve of opening is given in the Northampton 
Herald of June 25th, I898. In this it will be 
noticed that the railway had changed its 
name from the Manchester, Sheffield & 
Lincolnshire Railway to the Great Central 
Railway, this was done on August Ist, 1897. 
The newspaper article is as follows: 

The new Great Central Railway, which, 
it is expected, will be opened shortly, will 
have an important centre at Woodford 
Junction. Already sheds for 48 engines 
are approaching completion, as well as a 
shed some 300 ·feet long for repairing 
wagons and a building in which to mend 
wagon sheets. A well has been sunk near 
the station some 75 feet deep to supply the 
locomotives with water, which is to be 
pumped up to the sheds some ! mile away 
by a powerful engine. There are no less 
than eight signalboxes in the parish, one 
of which contains 76 levers. Three are for 

main line traffic and four for the sidings 
which will be extensive, accommodation 
being provided for standing somewhere 
about 1,ooo wagons. Woodford is to be a 
sorting depot, besides which, in addition 
to the above mentioned, it is quite prob
able that there will eventually be carriage 
works there. On Friday last week the 
Directors of the line were conveyed over 
the route from Quainton Road to Annesley 
Junction, the train consisting of an engine 
and tender and two coaches. They arrived 
at Woodford Station at about five o'clock 
and made a short stay. It is expected that 
the line will shortly be running goods 
trains and that passenger trains will run 
before the year ends. It is not so many 
years ago since to travel by train Wood
ford's inhabitants had to go to Weedon or 
Fenny Compton. Soon they will have a 
station, at which most trains will call, in 
their very midst. The new line bids fair to 
become the best route from the North to 
London. Messrs. Melcombe Brothers of 
Bedford are now building some 200 
cottages for the accommodation of the 
Railway Company's employees, so that 
the population will shortly be considerably 
increased. 

By 1898 the major works were completed, 
the track ballasted and the rails laid, and on 
July 25th, 1898 the first coal train came 
through. These heavy loads consolidated the 
track and the first passenger train to run 
came through on March 15th, I899· Prior 
to that, the directors of the railway made an 
initial trip on March 9th and the Parish 
Council, at its meeting on March 6th, re
solved to instruct the clerk to draw up an 
address to present to the directors, as they 
passed through Woodford, but the train, an 
engine and two Coaches, would not stop, 
even for a minute, and so the thanks of the 
Parish for the blessings conferred by the 
building of the railway were not presented. 
It is assumed they were sent by post as the 
Council did get an acknowledgement from 
the Directors. The schoolchildren were let 
out of school to see the first passenger train 
go through and the vicar, the Reverend F. A. 
Smith, took the first ticket to Brackley. 
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PLATE 2. A RUSTON EXCAVATOR AND NAVVIES 
at work on the construction of the line at Brackley. (Leicestershire Record Office) 

PLATE 3· DINNER-BREAK FOR MEN WORKING NEAR BRACKLEY VIADUCT. 
The viaduct was 755 feet long, 62 feet high and had 20 arches and 2 girder spans. 

(Leicestershire Record Office) 
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The coming of the railway must have 
made a great difference to the lives of the 
people in this area. Gone would be the fear 
of unemployment, a regular wage at a better 
rate of pay, and no fear of being stood off in 
inclement weather, improved the lot of the 
working men and their families and it would 
seem that a wave of optimism took hold of 
the village. It was thought that the village 
would grow into a sizeable town as rumours 
spread that the main workshops of the 
Company would come to the village. The 
newly formed Parish Council was quite 
active and in I8g8 they decided that the 
roads of Woodford Halse should be named 
and this they proceeded to do, obtaining 
enamelled iron plates to attach to the houses 
on the various roads. Unfortunately for them, 
the power to do so was one of the functions 
of the Rural District Council and not of the 
Parish Council, and in June I 8g9, the district 
auditor, when the Council's accounts for 
I 898 were submitted for audit, surcharged 
the Councillors for illegally spending money 
on the project. Fortunately, they managed to 
get the surcharge lifted and so did not have 
to pay for their enthusiasm. One of the plates 
can still be seen (1982) attached to No. 28 
Church Street. This episode may have 
prompted the Council in 1901 to apply to 
the County Council to be granted urban 
status, which, if it had been granted would 
have given them all the powers of a Rural 
District Council and more. However, the 
County Council advised them to wait a little 
longer before pressing their application and 
we hear no more of it. 

This spirit of optimism was, it seems, 
sensed by the editor of the Daventry Express, 
as in the issue for March 14th, I 903 there was 
published an article purporting to be written 
by someone from London, who travelled to 
Woodford in search of a person named Dale. 
It pokes gentle fun at the Woodfordians of 
those days, a little exaggerated perhaps, but 
not too much, as a good footpath to the 
station entrance did not come until the 
I950s and water was a trouble for nearly as 
long. The post office mentioned was in High 
Street, nearly opposite the old Hare & Hounds 
public house. It was demolished at about 

1959 when the corner was improved. Here is 
the article, it is entitled A CITY OF THE 
FUTURE, BY A PILGRIM. 

The following article, addressed to the 
"Newspaper for Woodford" near Rugby, 
has been forwarded on to this office as it 
appeared the Daventry Express is the paper 
for Woodford. 

I had taken my seat in the train at Mary
lebone Station and assured myself that I 
was "right" for the North. Just then a 
telegram was put into my hands by a 
messenger from my office, and hastily 
tearing it open, I read the words "Martin 
Dale supposed to be at Woodford". I had 
intended to go to Rugby but fate, or 
rather the missing Dale obliged me to 
break my journey at Woodford. The 
morning was what is described as "wret
ched", the rain was pouring down and 
the wind was cold. When the train pulled 
up at my destination, I asked a porter if 
it was Woodford. "Yessir" said he, "the 
City of the future." "Why my lad," I 
replied, "a city takes a long time to build.,. 
"Thats right enough sir, but look at all the 
buildings already up." I crossed the line 
and picked my steps to the entrance to the 
goods yard. I thought a city of the future 
would be sure to commence with good 
pavements and accordingly expected them 
to reach as far as the station. I had evi
dently reckoned without the book and my 
next step forward landed me over the 
boot-tops in mud. With such a sudden 
shock to my dreams of a lovely city, I then 
carefully picked my way, but only to slip 
on what should be the pavement. My best 
silk topper went flying: a little boy picked 
it up, wiped it on his coat sleeve and 
handed it back to me. I asked him the 
way to the post-office. He directed me 
uphill but said I had better hire a boat, 
or wait until the roads were scraped. 
"When will that be," I asked. "Oh, they 
wont think about it until the fine weather 
comes and then it wont be necessary, see." 
"Thats to save the rates I suppose." 
"Rates be blowed" he replied, "they're 
high enough for what we get, 5/- or more 
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PLATE 4· THE LOCAL BRANCH OF THE NAVVY MISSION AT CALVERT, NOTTS. 
All along the line as it was being built evangelical efforts were made to "save" and "reform" 

the navvies and their families. (Leicestershire Record Office) 

PLATE 5· TYPICAL INTERIOR OF A NAVVY MISSION. 
This one was at Hucknall, Notts. (Leicestershire Record Office) 
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in the pound." "How do you know so 
much about these things?" "Well, yer see, 
father talks about them and other people 
talk to father, and as this is a city of the 
future they tell us youngsters about them." 
My youthful guide then turned down a 
side street. The rain had by this time 
stopped and I watched him until he had 
turned the corner at the bottom. Before 
he got there, however, he had slipped 
three times and gone ankle deep at least 
another three, and the last I heard of him 
he was calling across to another boy, "Eh, 
Jimmy, bring the boat across". "Dear me" 
I thought, there must be an abundance of 
water here." Just then a railwayman 
overtook and accosted me with, "Eh, 
mestur, ha does'ta loike t' city o' t' future?" 
I could'nt go into raptures over it, and I 
didn't want to say anything derogatory 
for fear of offending the embryo citizen, 
so I merely took off my hat and looked at it. 
Silence is more eloquent than speech 
sometimes and it must have been so on 
this occasion for my companion at once 
launched on a sea of grievances. "These 
'ere pavements are a disgrace to civilisa
tion. The roads are filthy in weather such 
as this, we cant get any water-". "Water," 
I interrupted, "You surely have plenty, 
for I just heard one boy calling to another, 
to bring a boat." He laughed, and said 
"Thats only a skit, there's plenty of water 
in the wrong place, but its drinking water 
I mean." "But surely your Town Council, 
or Urban District Council, or whoever is 
your governing body has seen to that." 
"Thats just the trouble, the water supply 
is in the hands of a few persons who turn 
it on and off-mostly off-at their pleasure, 
we only get it 'on' an hour or two a day 
and the authorities don't take any notice 
of our Parish Council." "Why dont you 

complain to the Local Government Board." 
The man merely shrugged his shoulders 
and said "Cant say." He bade me good
day and turned down another street and 
I marvelled at his courage and the courage 
of his fellows and especially of the women 
and children in facing a journey along a 
street little better than a ploughed field. 
After plunging nearly up to my knees in 
mud and enduring the laughter of the 
children at my sorry plight, I eventually 
reached the post-office. "Have you a 
telegram for Smithers?" I asked of the 
postmaster. "Yes, sir" replied the brisk 
young man behind the counter, as he 
reached for the buff envelope and handed 
it to me. I tore it open and read; "Dale 
found, no need to trouble further." That 
was the best news I had received in 
Woodford and finding there was a train 
to town in a few minutes I plunged once 
more through the mud and reached the 
station, thankful to be on my way to a 
present city and with a feeling of devout 
pity for the present inhabitants of the 
"City of the Future". 
There is no doubt that the people of 

Woodford really did think that the village 
would grow into a sizeable town, but many 
years were to pass before a major building 
project was undertaken and although the 
number of houses has more than doubled 
the railway that transformed the village is 
no more. The station is now the winter 
quarters of some fairground people, the 
embankment has been planted with trees 
and where the locomotive sheds once were is 
being developed as an industrial estate. Not 
many of the staff remained with the railway, 
a few went to Banbury and Northampton, 
but most went into factories at Daventry and 
Banbury so the village is now a dormitory, 
the men travelling out to work. 
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SOME NOTES ON RAILWAYS IN NORTHAMPTONSHffiE 1g6o-8o 
Readers who have noted developments 
during the last two decades will have had 
much occasion to regret the widespread 
closure of railway lines and stations. This 
was greatly accelerated by the after-effects 
of the Locomotivemen's Strike in I 955 which 
virtually closed down British Railway's 
services for a duration of I 7 days, during 
which a great deal of passenger and freight 
traffic was permanently lost to road com
petitors. 

In the west of the county the former Great 
Central main line, and connecting line via 
Banbury were closed. At Woodford Halse 
these had employed a thriving locomotive 
depot and wagon shops. Eventual dis
continuance of the lines concerned caused 
redundancies among hundreds of guards, 
signalmen and other traffic staff. Those who 
could find alternative work by local bus 
journeys soon became accustomed to regular 
day-work, and indeed many grew to like the 
convenience of static, Monday-to-Friday 
hours. 

The G.C. main line, as it was in its hey
day, has been amply described by two former 
Loco. Shed-Masters who have written books 
published by I an Allan: Steam in the Blood 
(R. H. N. Hardy, I949-50) and Steam was 
my Calling by E. S. Beavor ( I952-54) (pub-

lished I97I and I974 respectively). These 
are now out of print, but copies of them can 
be obtained on loan from county libraries. 

The loop line of the North Western main 
line now serves only Northampton and Long 
Buckby, while the Midland main line is 
reduced to stations at Wellingborough and 
Kettering. These busy junction stations, 
which formerly had locomotive depots, now 
have only signing-on depots, with solitary 
diesel shunting locomotives. The erstwhile 
North Western and Midland branch lines, 
which formerly served the county, have 
disappeared with their respective stations. 

Such is the march of electrification and 
dieselisation, with the ubiquitous lorries 
scooping up traffic wherever it can be found. 
Alas, there appears no future for reinstating 
lines which have already been withdrawn. 

The passenger lines of Northamptonshire 
are already electrified, whereas electrification 
of the Midland main lines has not progressed 
beyond those due to reach Bedford from 
London. No further plans are as yet pub
lished, but it appears that present planning 
will extend routes eastwards. In the foresee
able future further extensions are likely to 
be forecast to Derby, Nottingham and 
Sheffield. 

E. S. BEA VOR. 

OBITUARIES 

THE MARQUESS OF EXETER 

With the death at the age of 76 of the Sixth Marquess of Exeter K.C.M.G. in October last 
year, the N.R.S. lost a Trustee of 48 years' standing. In I933, as Lord Burghley, he was one of 
the first of the newly formed Trust which has ever since administered the Society's Endowment 
Fund to safeguard the historical treasures in its care. He was then 28, and an M.P., his father, 
the Fifth Marquess, having been President of the Society since its formation in I920 until his 
own death in I 956. 

Inheriting the title and ancestral home, Burghley House near Stamford, the Marquess could 
trace a direct line to the first Baron, created by Elizabeth I, and builder of the house. This has 
been broken in a sad way by the loss ofhis only son in infancy, though he had four daughters 
by his two marriages. 
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To older generations Lord Burghley will always be the lanky, cheerful and heroic athlete, a 
champion hurdler. He won medals in several Olympic Games, his greatest achievement a 
record-making 400m hurdles which gave him a gold medal. He set track records which were 
unbeaten for many years. His career in athletics was cruelly cut short by the arthritis which 
later crippled him. Nevertheless, he continued all his life to support amateur athletics, and was 
an influential president of both the A.A.A. and the International A.A. Federation. 

His life was full of peaks, which he scaled with ease. His other sporting love was hunting, and 
he was joint master of the East Sussex and Old Berkshire Hunts, and for ten years master of the 
Burghley Hunt. He served twelve years as Conservative M.P. for Peterborough, known in 
Westminster as "the busiest man in Parliament". He had key army posts in the last war, and 
was Governor of Bermuda for two years. As chairman he organised the London Olympic 
Games in 1948, and was later president of the British Olympic Association until 1977. He has 
been president of the English Tourist Board and of the B. T.A., Mayor of Stamford, and was 
Rector of St. Andrew's University. He was created Knight Commander of the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George in 1945. 

He is succeeded by his brother, Lord Martin Alleyne Cecil. M.C. 

MR. PHILIP COX 

Mr. Philip Cox, an honorary member of the Northamptonshire Record Society, died on 
December 16th 1981. A Kettering man, he was associated all his working life with the Dalkeith 
Press, the printing firm at Kettering founded by his father in 1924. His formal retirement took 
place in 1977, but until September 1981 he retained a connection with Dalkeith in an 
advisory capacity. 

For nearly thirty years the Dalkeith Press printed Northamptonshire Past & Present, and the 
firm was also responsible for two volumes in the main series ofN.R.S. publications. Mr. Cox 
took the keenest interest in this work, which he supervised personally. In particular he knew 
how to collaborate with the late MissJoan Wake, for whom he had tremendous affection and 
respect. She was not the easiest of editors to please, and often changed her mind, sometimes 
when the text was ready for final printing; nevertheless, Mr. Cox was always good humoured, 
and nearly always succeeded in making alterations according to Miss Wake's requirements. 
It was a remarkable partnership, and a fruitful one for historians of Northamptonshire. 

A personal reminiscence of Philip Cox will not, I trust, be deemed out of place in the 
context of this tribute to his memory. One morning I arrived at Dalkeith with a batch of 
galley-proofs for the I 777 militia lists, one of the N.R.S. volumes printed by the firm. Mr. Cox 
received me in unwonted silence; then, with a twinkle in his eye, he glanced at his watch and 
said: "Victor, I'm giving you ten minutes to get to the bus station and out ofKettering before 
I hand these galleys over to the compositors. They'll be after your blood when they see all the 
alterations you've made in their work!" He was a man of business who was content with 
nothing less than the highest standards of printing craftsmanship, and I am pleased and proud 
that I had the opportunity of co-operation with him in the production of a book. 

VICTOR A. HATLEY. 
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THE COURT AND ACCOUNT ROLLS OF PETERBOROUGH ABBEY, 

A HANDLIST 

by JANET D. MARTIN 
(Dept. of History, Leicester University, 1980. 

Price £r .20 from booksellers or direct from the Dept. of History at £r .20 plus 20p p. & p.) 

In 1978 the Record Society published as a volume a detailed description by Mrs. Martin of 
the cartularies and registers of Peterborough Abbey some of which will be edited and published 
as Anthony Mellows Memorial volumes in coming years. The archives of this great Benedictine 
abbey were in part dispersed at its dissolution in 1538 and those left later pillaged by Crom
wellian soldiers in 1643. Today almost no medieval charters survive as individual documents 
and it is Mrs. Martin's purpose in this booklet to list all the surviving rolls of court proceedings 
and of accounts, the other two important classes of surviving records. Mrs. Martin has divided 
both series into such groups as they will most naturally now fall considering the small numbers 
that have survived in each. The arrangement is easily comprehensible, and should make for 
easy comparison with other lists of similar monastic administrative records. In making use, 
however, of this handlist the need to have a list of the abbots with their dates of appointment 
from, say, 1273 at hand has been felt to be a desideratum, and perhaps it would also have been 
useful to print an index to the names of the bailiffs, collectors and other officials mentioned. 

Careful inspection of photocopies of the first 3 Easton account rolls (p. 40) suggests that a 
few amendments need to be made to this published list. Henry Chapman's roll dates from the 
reign of Henry Vllth not Henry Vlth. There is a reference in it to the widow ofRobert Dycon 
(not Eyton) which would serve to confirm this if it had been necessary. The Polebrooke court 
rolls, recorded as not to be found (p. 3 1), have happily turned out to be in their box all the 
time. There are 9 of them running from 1520 to 1539, plus a record of 2 great courts of the 
sacristan for Polebrook similar to the Peterborough ones listed on page 15. The untraced 
Fletton account (p. 45) is presumably still at Elton Hall, and the two missing hostiller's 
accounts (p. 47) have now been found amongst the papers of Mr. W. T. Mellows, the former 
Cathedral Treasurer and Archivist, who had evidently had them repaired but had not 
replaced them. With them also is an lrthlingborough court roll of April 1oth 1537. 

One is somewhat comforted to find that Mrs. Martin has found at least two court rolls 
whose day of the week does not correspond to the day of the month of the year in which they 
were held. These mistakes also occur quite frequently in the dating clauses of charters. On page 
4 1972 is the right date and the Duke of Buccleuch's MSS are generally called the Montagu 
(Boughton) collection. In so far as this is the first comprehensive list of these rolls published it is 
perhaps inevitable that a few more will come to light. For instance in the Northamptonshire 
Record Office are two Oundle account rolls of 1471-2 and 1491-2 and a further two summary 
Oundle accounts ("onus") of 1510-1 and 1511-2 in the Westmorland collection. 

P. I. KING. 

JOHN CLARE'S BIRbS 

edited by ERIC ROBINSON and RICHARD FITTER illustrated by ROBERT GILLMOR 
(Oxford University Press, 1982, Price £6.95) 

James Fisher-one ofthe most literate of our major naturalists-once describedjohn Clare as 
"the finest poet of Britain's minor naturalists and the finest naturalist of all Britain's major 
poets". He knew from personal observation "about 145 wild birds, of which 119 can be 
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identified as county records-65 of them 'first records' ". Clare's poetry has been quarried 
again and again by the compilers of "wild life" anthologies. As recently as 1980, the Folio 
Society devoted one of its editions to Clare's Bird Poems, illustrated with woodcuts by Thomas 
Bewick. Now Eric Robinson, currently working on the collected edition of Clare's poetry for 
Oxford English Texts, and Richard Fitter, author of several wild-life guides, have joined 
together to produce an anthology of Clare's writings on birds, both poetry and prose. The 
prose predominates and is often of a higher literary quality than the poetry which has been 
chosen rather for its natural history content than its poetic merit. Such a specialist, "diver
sionary" anthology is perhaps inevitable with a writer like Clare, whose poetic muse relied on 
hard, keen observation and who is prized today in some circles as much for his usefulness to the 
social and natural historian as for his purely poetic achievement. To the modern ornithologist, 
the arrangement of the anthology may appear odd. What the editors have done (as with the 
punctuation, or lack ofpunctuation, in the texts themselves) is to follow Clare's own example. 
In his check-list of birds, he adapted the order given in one of the few bird-books in his small 
personal library, the anonymous Natural History of Birds (published in 1815). Thus it is that 
grasshopper warblers fly cheek-by-jowl with sky-larks and redbreasts perch next to redstarts. 
The great drawback of this bird-by-bird layout is that poems or prose which encompass more 
than one species-for example the poem "Birds in Alarm" -are ruled out. 

The editors have uncovered much new or unfamiliar material, but many readers will regret 
their decision to avoid the old favourites: you will look in vain for "Little Trotty Wagtail" or 
"The Red Robin". I personally regret the absence of such fine poems as "The Skylark" and 
"The Fern-Owl's Nest", but feel compensated by items new to me, such as the prose on the 
nightingale (p. 45) and bittern (p. 79) and poems on the cornbunting (p. 29) and the heron 
(p. 77): 

High overhead that silent throne 
Of wild and cloud betravelled sky 
That makes ones loneliness more lone 
Sends forth a crank or reedy cry 
I look the crane is sailing oer 
That pathless world without a mate 
The heath looked brown and dull before 
And now tis more then desolate 

Calling on their respective specialities, the editors have prefaced the anthology with 
scholarly and thought-provoking essays on "Clare the poet" and "Clare the naturalist". They 
point out that Clare learnt his natural history by diligence and sheer hard work. His early 
poems about birds are derivative and lacking in first-hand knowledge; many ofhis later bird 
poems, written in his madness, lack clear focus. "But in the bird poems of his mature years he 
makes us follow him, on hands and knees, through the undergrowth of Royce Wood or 
Puddocks Nook, till we almost touch the bird's nest with our noses." They rightly point out 
that Ciare was a pioneer in his interest in bird song, though the poem they cite as his "most 
ambitious effort" in this regard, "The Progress of Rhyme," seems to me to be one of his 
feeblest. One other small quibble: we are told that Clare's patron, Lord Milton, was a keen 
observer of birds, but social differences debarred the two from discussing their common 
interest at any length, if at all. "Such conversation could not have made him a better poet, but 
it could have made him a better naturalist and more useful to posterity." Do the editors really 
intend to imply that a naturalist is more useful to posterity than a poet? 

But tiny quibbles apart, this is an extremely attractive book, handsomely produced by the 
publisher and exquisitely illustrated by one of our finest living bird artists, Robert Gillmor. 
You certainly don't need to reprint Bewick when you have a Gillmor to hand: see, for example, 
his illustration ofCaprimulgus europaeus on p. 65. It is a book for the nature-lover rather than the 
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literature-lover; but if it sends those useful naturalists to Clare's greater poems (including 
those great bird poems excluded here) then it will have served a valuable purpose to posterity. 

TREVOR HOLD. 

SHORTER NOTICES 
A really interesting and fresh impression of -life in Edwardian Bugbrooke is to be found in 
And the King Passed By, a modest little volume recently issued in typescript form. Edited by 
Heather Toynbee, head teacher at Bugbrooke School, it consists of extracts from letters 
written by village children for homework which Mr. F. H. Wright, headmaster of the school 
for 32 years down to 1919, used as the basis for a village weekly newsletter. The children wrote 
about their families, village incidents and general matters of interest, and from their work 
Mr. Wright compiled a composite newsletter which he wrote on the blackboard. The children 
then copied it, took it home and it was then sent to relatives and village exiles all over the 
world. Mrs. Toynbee recently came across a collection of these letters from the years 1907-
1914 in a school cupboard, and facsimile extracts, illustrated with drawings made by present
day pupils, form the text of this booklet. In the fresh and spontaneous words of some of the 
children (though there is a vein of Victorian moralizing in others) a graphic picture of 
incidents and events in village life emerges: of farming, fruit picking, travelling entertainers, 
life on the Grand Junction Canal, visits to Northampton and Towcester, meets of the local 
hunts, Temperance Missions, and the shock caused by the tragic drowning of one of their 
fellow pupils. 

Mr. Wright was obviously a remarkable teacher who carried his interests into the classroom. 
He involved the children in astronomy and meteorology and was an enthusiast for the brave 
new technology of that era of early motor cars, aeroplanes and airships. His greatest enthusiasm 
was for wireless, and he rigged up his apparatus in the schoolroom and involved the children 
in his experiments. As one entry records 

While experimenting with Wireless on Tuesday night, we were surprized to find that 
with our latest arrangement we were able to hear both Eiffel, Harfleur and Germany on a 
small Aeriel consisting of a single wire only thirtyfive feet high and slanting down with a 
length of fifty feet. "Cleethorpes" was beyond our power. 

The school received an official permit from the Postmaster-General, and "Bugbrooke 
Wireless Station" even got an official number "W.F.X.". Dignitaries arrived to inspect the 
apparatus, and the school attracted the attention of national and foreign newspapers and 
photographs of teacher and pupil at work with their apparatus were published. They were 
even visited by one lady from Salt Lake City, Utah, who had read about them. Mrs. Toynbee's 
82 page booklet is available from Bugbrooke School, or Barry Road Teachers' Centre, 
Northampton, price sop. It is possible that an expanded version will be produced as a 
hardback. 

Rather more expensive, but in a different way just as interesting is the second issue of 
Rutland Record (price£3.50, from Rutland County Museum, Oakham LE15 6HW). With four 
main articles and a number of shorter ones on a range of topics including news of the location 
and scope of records of the former county, Rutland maps, and museum and local projects 
reports, it keeps up the standard set in No; 1. Pervading it there is a strong sense of a group of 
activists determined to preserve interest in, and extend knowledge of the history of that small 
county now subsumed administratively (if not emotionally) in Leicestershire. Amongst the 
articles are pieces on Archdeacon Robert Johnson, the 16th century founder of Oakham and 
Uppingham Schools; Thomas Barker of Lydon ~all, an intellectual 18th century squire, the 
compiler of a remarkable run of annual observatiOns on the weather locally; the founding of 
the Rutland Agricultural Society in the 183os; and a piece on the size of Rutland farms in 
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MR. WRIGHT AND THREE OF HIS PUPILS AT BUGBROOKE SCHOOL 
USING HIS WIRELESS APPARATUS IN 1912. 

I 87 I. Some confusion in the printing of paragraph two of the latter piece seems to have crept 
in. Its author, in seeking to make the point that information from the I87I census Enumerators' 
Books can be usefully correlated with the returns of Agricultural Statistics, which began in 
I866, seems to suggest that the census material gives information about such matters as crops. 
Clearly some transposition seems to have occurred in the printing of that paragraph and the 
following one. Overall, however, the issue is readable, well illustrated and printed, and is a 
credit to the newly formed Record Society. One of the most interesting aspects of the journal is 
the evident desire of its compilers to show people what untapped sources of local history there 
are for Rutland, and to persuade schoolchildren and others to get involved in their interpre
tation and use. It would be interesting to know how far they are succeeding. 

An educational objective is to be disce-rned in two publications produced by the archeao
logical units operating in our own county, Upper Nene 400 BC-400 AD, a 22 page summary of 
present knowledge about the Nene valley from Northampton to Irchester in the Iron Age and 
Roman periods, particularly reviewing recent excavations carried out by the County 
Archaeological Unit, and Saxon and Medieval Northampton by John Williams, the chief archaeo
logist of the Northampton Development Corporation. These reflect the approach of modern 
archaeologists to the public, who, they are only too well aware, pay for their work as archaeolo
gists employed by local authorities. It is therefore important not only to dig in a professionally 
competent way, and to write up the results in the archaeological journals, but to keep the 
public informed through open days on sites, and the production ofbooklets, written in as clear 
and in as jargon-free a manner as possible. Their success is shown in these two volumes. In the 
Upper .Nene 400 BC-44AD the importance of local sites, both old and new, is carefully 
explained by David Windell using maps, photos, and line drawings in a clear, if necessarily 
brief, way. The area is not particularly rich in major sites, but what there is is most clearly 
explained. Saxon and Medieval Northampton neatly fits into the chronology outlined by the above 
booklet and carries the story forward to the early 16th century. An expanded version of an 
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J)UlLT BlJ THE 
COnQUEROR 

Rockingham was used by Kings of England 
until 1530, when Henry VIII granted it to the 
Watson family, who still live there today. 
The Castle is primarily Tudor within Norman 
walls set in 12 acres of formal and wild 
gardens with a rose garden marking the site of 
the old Keep and a 400 year old Yew hedge 
shaped like a herd of elephants. Within the 
house the collection of 18th, 19th and 20th 
century English paintings, the old kitchen 
equipment and the associations with Charles 
Dickens are of particular interest. 

Open: Easter to end Sept. Suns, Thurs and 
Bank Holiday. 
Mons and Tues following 2-6 p.m. 

Parties at reduced rates by appointment. 
Tel: (0536) 770240. 

earlier publication, the rather badly titled 
Northampton, the first 6ooo years, this account 
should be on the shelves of everyone interested 
in local history and at the price is a remark
able bargain. With a wealth of very clear 
maps and some exceedingly good graphic 
reconstructions of such finds as the now 
famous mortar mixers near St. Peter's and 
early Saxon buildings, and a clear and 
reasonably full text, it outlines what is known 
about the obscure origins of Northampton, its 
rise to prominence as an English provincial 
town, and its long decline in the later middle 
ages, which seems to have started remarkably 
early, before the end of the I 3th century. The 
Upper Nene 400 BC-400 AD is published by 
the County Council, price £I, and Saxon and 
Mediaeval Northampton by Northampton De
velopment' Corporation at £1.25. Both are 
available in· bookshops. R.L.G. 

Some of the Trades and Trader Members of 

THE NORTHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE 

BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 
W. Mark & Co. 

'Phone 

(Established 1745) - 27 The Drapery - - 39400 

BUILDING SOCIETIES 
Anglia - - - - Moulton Park - - 495353 

CONFECTIONERS 
j. Lawrence & Co. - 35 St. Giles Street - 37939 

PRINTERS 
Guildhall Press 

(Northampton.) Ltd. 
j. Stevenson Holt Ltd. 
Xpres Printers Ltd. -

'Phone 

I Quarry Park Close, 
Moulton Park- 491225/6 

I 52 Balmoral Road - 7 I 4246 
Norman-D-Gate- - 38703 
(Bell's Yard) 
Bedford Road 

DEPARTMENTAL STORES RADIO & TELEVISION 
South Midlands Co-operative County Radio Co.- - 22-24 St Leonards Road 61946 

Society Ltd.- - - 64 Abington Street - 34866 

FABRICS 
Phillip's Fabrics 

Curtain Fabrics- - 20-22 Abington Sq. - {37446 
Dress Fabrics - - 27 York Road /7 

AUCTIONEERS & ESTATE AGENTS 
Connells - - - - 6 Wood Hill 

FLORISTS 
Jack Haddon Ltd.- - SI St. Giles Street -

HOUSE FURNISHERS 
A. Watts & Sons Ltd. 80 Abington Street -

38281 
(6 lines) 

31368 
33024 

38212 

TOBACCONIST & NEWSAGENT 
J.R. Elmer (Northampton) Ltd. 

28 St. Giles' Street - 36861 

SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 

r6258 
Wiggins and Co. Ltd.- 6 Abington Street - 36259 

36766 

WATCHMAKERS & JEWELLERS 

A. E. Prouse & Son - 64 St Giles Street 39484 



CHURCH'S CHINA STORES 
Specialists in fine china and glass for over 130 years 

· in the rebuilt 
16th Century 
Welsh House 
on the 
Market Square, 
Northampton 

Telephoue 38o82 

LAMPORT HALL 
Available for private Group visits (30 or more) at any time by 
arrangement. School parties especially welcome. Buffet meals 
available. Open to the public Easter~ September 2.15- 5.15 on 

Sundays, Bank Holidays and additional days in August. 
Exhibitions and events in the world of the Arts. Full 

details from Bryan Porteous, the Administrator. 

The Diary of 
THOMAS ISHAM 

1671- 1673 
Published in 1971 with introduction, 

appendices and notes by 
SIR GYLES ISHAM, Bart. 

The final few copies of this fascinating 
insight into the life of a boy in 17th 

Century Lamport have been bound by 
C.U.P. and are available from:

Lamport Hall or the Record Society 
at £9.75 each. 

Postage and packing £1.75 extra. 
Cheques payable to "Lamport Hall Trust". 

LAMPORT HALL TRUST 
Lam port, Northampton N N6 9H B Telephone: Maidwell (060 128) 272 

Directors : Sir Hereward Wake . Bt . MC DL; J . B. Farnsworth, FRICS; 
Sir Oliver M i llar KCVO. Commander L. M. M. Saunders-Watson , DL; 
E E. Wright MBE 



Probably the best 
lager in the world. 
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