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NOTES AND NEWS
The Finch-Hatton collection was successfully saved for the county through the energetic action of Sarah
Bridges, the County Archivist, as explained last year. The problem of family archives being put on the
market does not go away. Recently the Record Office has been able to purchase the Cokayne of Rushton
Archive, formerly held on deposit. It is important that such collections are kept together, properly looked
after and made accessible to the public, as might not be the case were they to be sold on the open market.
The purchase was only possible through the generous support of the MLA/V&A Purchase Grant Fund,
The Friends of the National Libraries, The Francis Coales Charitable Foundation, Northamptonshire
Family History Society and all those who have contributed to the office’s donations fund. The total sum
that had to be raised was £35,000.

Unfortunately there seems to be a growing market for archives and Northamptonshire Record Office
may be adversely affected by the high number of important family collections that are held. Recently the
County Archivist has been notified of the owner’s intention to sell the Langham of Cottesbrooke archive,
held since the 1930s. If money cannot be raised by the Record Office then this will go onto the open
market. Members will be kept informed and all offers of support will be appreciated by the County
Archivist.

The family collections contain an unbelievable wealth of information, in some cases there is only a
brief list so that the depth and potential cannot readily be assessed. I have had occasion to use some of the
Surrey material in the Spencer Collection, acquired by the Record Office some years ago. Apart from
revealing new aspects of Surrey open-field history, there was a detailed written survey of Putney and
Wimbledon made by our old friend Ralph Treswell, the surveyor of Christopher Hatton’s estates at
Kettering, Gretton and elsewhere in the 1580s. The Wimbledon survey was made in 1617, not for Sir
Christopher, but for Sir Thomas Cecil of Burghley, showing the complex interactions among the
Elizabethan and Jacobean families of Northamptonshire and the officers who worked for them.

* * * * *
The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society publish a Record Series of historical texts similar
to those produced by the Northamptonshire Record Society. This autumn saw publication of Volumes 17
and 18, A Catalogue of the Medieval Muniments at Berkeley Castle, edited by Bridget Wells-Furby, ISBN 0
900197 60 9 and 0 900197 61 7, lxxxix + 1,200 pages, price £60. The Berkeley estates are naturally
centred on Berkeley Castle and Gloucestershire, but extended into many midland counties,
Northamptonshire among them. They include records of families holding Northamptonshire places that
have almost no locally held records, such as the Prayers, Shirley and Lovett families who held Strixton and
Astwell, and the Stanhopes who were owners of Harrington at the time when its famous terraced gardens
were created. There is hence much of Northamptonshire interest. The Record Society is obtaining a copy
of the catalogue which members can view. If anyone would like to purchase their own copy, it is available
from Miss P. C. Bath, Publications Stockholder, B.G.A.S., 17 Estcourt Road, Gloucester, GL1 3LU,
accompanied with remittance.

* * * * *
In December 1930 the Record Society put on a Costume Exhibition showing many examples of 17th,
18th and 19th-century clothing fashions. A description of this Exhibition by Joan Wake appeared in the
Northampton County Magazine, Volume 4, 1931, page 29. The Record Office holds a set of photographs of
the exhibits, but nothing more. The Society’s Librarian would like to see a copy of the descriptive
exhibition catalogue, if any Member can supply one.

* * * * *
A serious threat to the county and its countryside is the arbitrary plantation of new towns, one being
proposed for the Daventry area as well as a threefold expansion of Milton Keynes adjacent to the southern
border. It is extraordinary that these proposals come out of nowhere, not being presented through the



county Structure Plan, nor proposed in any election manifesto. What happened to the democratic
processes of 110 years of local government? It is not just a question of the loss of so many thousand acres
for housing, but the knock-on effects of more dual carriageways, gravel pits and waste-disposal sites. A
glance at pages 84–5 in the text below illustrates what ‘development’ has done to the north of the county
in the last 100 years.

* * * * *
Again I have to thank reviewers who have often undertaken their task at short notice. My thanks are due,
as usual, to Leslie Skelton and Jean Hall for their help with NPP production.

David Hall

Notes on contributors
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With his victory at Tewkesbury in May 1471,
Edward IV finally crushed his Lancastrian
opponents and re-established his authority as
King of England. His change of fortune had
been quite dramatic, since only some eight
months before (October 1470) he had been
forced into exile by his Lancastrian enemies,
headed by Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick,
‘the Kingmaker’, and aided and abetted by
Louis XI, King of France. With his position
restored, Edward decided upon revenge
against Louis by an invasion. In the event this
took place in 1475 but was little more than a
‘demonstration raid,’ and peace was soon
made at Picquigny in August.1

Central to strengthening his authority and
to raising support for the projected invasion
of France, Edward summoned parliament to
meet at Westminster on 6th October 1472. As
things turned out this assembly was to sit,
with prorogations, until March 1475 – the
longest parliament before the Reformation
Parliament of 1529–36. Here we shall not be
concerned with the details of the work of the
parliament of 1472–5, but with the careers of
the two knights of the shire for
Northamptonshire – Sir Ralph Hastings and
Sir Guy Wolston (the latter was, in fact, only
an esquire at the time of his election and was
not knighted until many years later).

There is no doubt that Edward IV and his
leading supporters ensured a substantial
return to the Commons, especially among
the shire members, of men upon whose
loyalty they could rely. In the midlands the
dominant figure was that of William, Lord
Hastings, the king’s closest friend and ally.
Hastings had been given large estates in the

midland counties early in the reign, and was
made a member of the royal council and
king’s chamberlain.2 Not surprisingly there
was a strong contingent of parliamentary
representatives from those areas in 1472 who
were linked either with the king or Hastings.3

At least one knight of the shire from each of
those nine counties which bordered on
Northamptonshire enjoyed such connec-
tions. In the case of the Northamptonshire
members Sir Ralph Hastings was the brother
of the chamberlain, and both he and Wolston
were members of the royal household.

At this point we shall turn to the biog-
raphical details of these two Northamptonshire
gentry and conclude with an examination of
the broad import of their careers.

Sir Ralph Hastings
Born c.1440, Ralph Hastings was the third
son of Sir Leonard Hastings of Kirby,
Leicestershire, and Burton Hastings,
Warwickshire, by his wife, Alice Camoys. Sir
Leonard had been returned for Leicestershire
to the parliament of 1455.4

It was as Ralph Hastings ‘esquire’, late of
Kirby Leicestershire’, that he was pardoned
on 23rd February 1460.5 By this date the
association of the Hastings’ family had been
long established with the House of York.6 Not

The Careers of Sir Ralph Hastings and Sir Guy Wolston: Two
Northamptonshire Gentry as Knights of the Shire in the

Parliament of 1472–5 and Servants of the Crown

J. T. DRIVER

1. Professor C. T. Allmand kindly read through an earlier
draft of this paper and made many helpful suggestions for
its improvement. My wife carried out all the onus of
secretarial duties. My sincere thanks to them both.

For the general political background, reference should
be made to M. H. Keen, England in the Later Middle Ages
(1973); C. D. Ross, Edward IV (1974), and Richard III
(1981); and J. A. F. Thomson, The Transformation of Medieval
England, 1370–1529 (1983).

2. Ross, Edward IV, pp. 72–3.
3. Lord Hastings was instrumental in getting his
supporters elected in 1478, too (W. H. Dunham, ‘Lord
Hastings’ Indentured Retainers 1461–1483’, Transactions of
the Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences, xxxix (1955), 34).
4. F. P. Barnard (ed.), Edward IV’s Expedition of 1475:The
Leaders and their Badges (Oxford,1925), pp. 21n., 67–71; J. C.
Wedgwood and Anne D. Holt, History of Parliament:
Biographies of the Members of the Commons House, 1439-1509
(1936), pp. 433–4; Visitation of Bedfordshire, Harleian Society,
xix (1884), p. 23; N. Davis (ed.), Paston Letters and Papers of
the Fifteenth Century, 2 vols (Oxford, 1976), II, p. 439.
5. Calendar of Patent Rolls [CPR] (HMSO, various dates),
1461–71, p. 577.
6. Ross, Edward IV, p. 74, referring to Sir W. Dugdale, The
Baronage of England, 2 vols (1675–6), I, pp. 579–80; G. E.
Cokayne, The Complete Peerage, rev. V. G. Gibbs and others,
13 vols (1910–59), VI, pp. 370–1; Dunham, ‘Hastings’
Retainers’, pp. 19–21.



surprisingly, therefore, Ralph as well as his
brother, William, prospered as a result of
Edward IV’s succession to the throne in
1461. As early as 11th May a grant for life was
made to William Hastings knight and Ralph
Hastings esquire, ‘king’s servants’, of the
constableship of Rockingham castle,
Northamptonshire, the supervision of the
vert and venison in the forest, the stewardship
of the royal manors of Rockingham,
Brigstock, and King’s Cliffe, together with the
master forestship of Brigstock and the
constableship of Northampton castle.7 On
18th June Ralph Hastings was included in a
commission, headed by his brother, to arrest
disaffected persons in Northamptonshire; and
on 30th June, when described as an ‘esquire
of the body’ he was appointed for life keeper
of the royal lions, lionesses and leopards in the
Tower at 12d a day for wages and 6d for the
maintenance of the animals.8 His position as
an esquire of the body was soon made
permanent, when on 28th October the
sheriff of Northamptonshire was ordered to
pay Hastings 50 marks a year, backdated to 2
April 1461.9 Esquires of the body enjoyed
high status, especially at court.10 On 20th July
Hastings was one of the commissioners to
take into the king’s hands the lands and
possessions late of Thomas Thorpe in
Barnwell, Northamptonshire, and of Sir
Thomas Tresham in Northamptonshire and
Buckinghamshire. Both these men were
important Lancastrian figures.11 On 1st and
3rd April respectively Hastings was one of a
small group to whom Thomas Gregory of
Marlborough and his wife, and Thomas
Homer, citizen and grocer of London, made
a gift (possibly in connection with debt) of all

their goods and chattels.12 More important,
however, were the grants made to Hastings
on 1st May 1462 (but backdated to 4th
March 1461) of several manors forfeited by
the Lancastrian knight, William Vaux. The
estates included Harrowden, Orlingbury,
Isham and Wilby (Northamptonshire);
Stantonbury (Buckinghamshire); Chellington
and Carlton (Bedfordshire); and Shangton
(Leicestershire); and smaller amounts of land
in Cambridgeshire and Warwickshire.13 Such
a substantial grant of estates not only
underlined Hastings’ standing with the king,
but also provided him with a solid economic
and social base in the area where his brother
held a dominant influence.14 Furthermore,
Ralph Hastings consolidated his hold on the
estates by his marriage to Anne Vaux,
daughter of Sir William, in 1462 or 1463.
Both he and his wife were exempted in the
Act of Resumption of 1465 in respect of
Harrowden. Anne could well have been one
of the ‘damsels’ in the household of Queen
Elizabeth Woodville in the year 1466-7.15

Virtually from the beginning of the reign
of Edward IV, Ralph Hastings was employed
in royal service. His career was to illustrate the
use by Edward of trusted household servants
in administration and judicial work in the
shires as well as at court.16 A key appointment
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7. CPR, 1461–7, p. 13; J. Strachey and others, eds., Rotuli
Parliamentorum [Rot. Parl.] 6 vols (1767–77), V, p. 534. Grants
of stewardships at this period were often sinecures, with the
work performed by deputies (K. B. McFarlane, The Nobility
of Later Medieval England (Oxford, 1973), pp. 107–8).
8. CPR, 1461-7, pp. 37,47; A. R. Myers, Household of
Edward IV (Manchester, 1959), p. 243.
9. Calendar of the Close Rolls [CCR] (HMSO, various
dates), 1461–8, p. 20.
10. R. Horrox, Richard III: A study in service (Cambridge,
1989), p. 248 and n. 112.
11. CPR, 1461–7, p. 134. Thorpe had been Speaker in
1453 and Tresham in 1459 (J. S. Roskell, The Commons and
their Speakers in English Parliaments,1376–1523 (Manchester,
1965), pp. 366–9).

12. CCR, 1461–8, pp. 72, 137.
13. CPR, 1461–7, p. 195: Sir William Dugdale, The
Antiquities of Warwickshire (1656), p. 224; J. Nichols, The
History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, 4 vols
(1795–1815), II, p. 790; Victoria County History:
Buckinghamshire, III, p. 339; IV, p. 463.
14. The value of the acquisition of land by a member of
an ‘affinity’ (here Ralph in relation to his brother William)
in the area of interest of the lord is discussed in M. C.
Carpenter, ‘The Beauchamp affinity: a study of bastard
feudalism at work,’ English Historical Review, xcv (1980), esp.
p. 517.
15. Wedgwood, Biogs., p. 433; Rot. Parl.,V, pp. 475, 576,
558; V1, p. 81. An exemplification of the provision, enrolled
9 July 1479, makes it clear that Ralph’s wife was called
‘Anne’ (CPR, 1467–77, p. 452). For Anne as one of the
queen’s ‘damsels’, see A. R. Myers, ‘The Household of
Queen Elizabeth Woodville, 1466–7’, in Crown Household
and Parliament in Fifteenth Century England, ed. Cecil H.
Clough, introduction R. B. Dobson (1985), pp. 288–9.
16. On the use of royal servants to provide links between
the Crown and the localities, see Ross, Edward IV, p. 327;
D. A. Morgan, ‘The King’s Affinity in the polity of Yorkist
England’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th
series, xxiii (1973), 20-1; Keen, England in the later Middle
Ages, p. 510.



came on 1st March 1463 when he was made
a Justice of the Peace in Northamptonshire –
a position he was to retain until he was
removed by the Readeption government on
16th November 1470.17 The day after his
appointment to the bench came a
commission to enquire into the lands held in
Northamptonshire by the late Thomas
Green, because the king believed that the
return by the escheator about Green’s
holdings had been defective.18

Underlining the fact that Hastings was no
mere midland squire was an indenture, dated
13th April 1464, made by Elizabeth Grey
(née Woodville), only two weeks before her
marriage to Edward IV, for the marriage of
one of her sons to the eldest daughter of
William, Lord Hastings, to be born within
the next five or six years or, failing such a
child, then to one of the daughters to be born
of Ralph Hastings.19 Four months later, on
13th August 1464, Hastings headed a list of
men each of whom gave a bond in £100 for
Lord Hastings when he became Master of
the Mint.20 During the financial year 1463-4
he was paid 40s as a squire of the household.21

On 12th December 1464 he and his wife,
Anne, had the grants of the Vaux manors re-
affirmed; and they also received property
forfeited by Thomas Tresham knight, together
with the Northamptonshire manor of
Harpole, and the Bedfordshire manors and
lordships of Chellington, Carlton, Clopton
and Oakley.22

As someone at the centre of affairs,
Hastings’ name was not infrequently given as
a feoffee-to-uses for people of standing. For
instance, on 11th March 1465 his name was
included with such prominent Yorkists and
courtiers as Richard Woodville, Earl Rivers,
his own brother, William, and Sir Thomas
Burgh for John Donne, a squire of the body
who had been granted forfeited lands in
Northamptonshire; and on 4th ApriI Ralph
himself created a trust which included the
name of George Neville, Bishop of Exeter.23

In July 1465 Hastings was given the
responsibility of escorting the deposed Henry
VI to London after his capture near Clitheroe
in Lancashire.24 A further indication of his
social and political standing was his
appointment as sheriff of Northamptonshire
on 5th November 1466. Four days later
authority was given for Hastings to be paid
£100 to off-set the expenses of his office.25 As
sheriff he carried out the shire elections held
at Northampton castle on 9th April 1467.26

During these years Hastings continued to
serve as a squire of the body, for which service
several warrants were issued to him for
payments. For example, on 28th August 1465
an order was made for 50 marks; on 15th
October 1466 a similar warrant was issued for
his attendance ‘for a whole year [1465-6]
upon our person’; on 9th May another 50
marks were to be paid to Hastings as a ‘squire
of our body’, with any arrears from 2nd April
1461; for attendance at Court during the
period from Christmas 1466 to Pentecost
1467 he was paid 40s, and on 1st November
1468 and 11th January 1470 two more
warrants were issued each for payments of 50
marks for personal attendance at Court on
the king.27 In the meantime the sheriff of
Northamptonshire had been instructed, in
February 1469, to pay 12d a day, with arrears
from 11th May 1461, to Lord Hastings and
Ralph Hastings for life in survivorship as
constables of Northampton castle.28 In the
following month (March 1469) Ralph again
stood surety in £100 for his brother as
Master of the Mint.29

The next decade and a half were perhaps
to be the busiest and most important years in
the career of Ralph Hastings. On 4th January
1470 he was appointed controller of the petty
custom and subsidy in London, at the usual
fees, provided he carried out his duties in
person; and on 14th February he was
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17. CPR, 1461–7, p. 569; 1467–77, p. 623.
18. Ibid., 1461–7, p. 233.
19. D. MacGibbon, Elizabeth Woodville (1938), pp. 30–1.
20. CPR, 1461–7, p. 371.
21. Public Record Office (PRO) Feoda et Roba Accounts,
E101/411/13, fo. 36v.
22. CPR, 1461–7, p. 369.

23. Ibid., pp. 431, 437.
24. Barnard, Expedition, p. 68.
25. Calendar of Fine Rolls [C.F.R.] (HMSO, various dates)
1461–7, p. 191; PRO, E404/73/2/33. The warrant for
payment described Ralph as an ‘esquire of the body’.
26. PRO, C219/17/l, pt. 2, 74.
27. PRO, E404/73/1/68; 73/2/18; 73/3/90; 74/1/105;
74/2/96; CCR, 1461–8, p. 414.
28. Ibid., 1468–76, no. 5.
29. CPR, 1467–77, p. 139.



included in a commission of array for
Northamptonshire.30 His complete commit-
ment to Edward IV was shown when, with
his brother, Ralph Hastings joined the king in
exile in the autumn of 1470. On 12th April
1471 (which happened to be Good Friday)
he entered London together with Yorkist
supporters such as John, Lord Howard, and
Humphrey Bourchier. Two days later, on
Easter Sunday, Hastings fought at Barnet, and
on 4th May took part in the decisive battle of
Tewkesbury where he was knighted for his
services.31 Earlier, on 11th April, Hastings had
been pricked as sheriff of Northamptonshire,
for the issues of which he had to account from
the previous Michaelmas.32 Other commiss-
ions followed quickly: on 26th April he was
made a commissioner of array for Leicester-
shire and on 11th May – now called ‘knight’
– he was similarly appointed for North-
amptonshire.33 Sometime during the year, he
and his wife presented to the church of
Wanstead, Essex.34 For at least a third time Sir
Ralph was one of those who undertook a
bond in £100 on 23rd February 1472 on
behalf of William, Lord Hastings, as Master of
the Mint.35 Three days earlier he had
completed with three other knights of the
body (Sir John Parr, Sir Maurice Berkeley and
Sir Thomas Grey) an eight weeks’ turn of duty
of personal attendance in the king’s chamber.36

Pardoned on 24th February as ‘late sheriff of
Northamptonshire,’ he was appointed a
commissioner of array for the same county on
7th March, and on 28th May he was restored
to his place on the bench of justices. With
reappointments Sir Ralph was to serve
continuously as a Justice of the Peace until
26th June 1483.37

With his proven loyalty and military
support for the Yorkist cause Sir Ralph
Hastings must have been an obvious choice
to be returned for Northamptonshire, with
another firm Yorkist, Guy Wolston esquire, on
17th September 1472.38 Between April and
November he was associated with his brother
in establishing a fraternity for men and
women to be called ‘the Holy Rood in the
Wall’ within the church of St Gregory the
Pope, Northampton.39 Other evidence
illustrates the associations enjoyed by Ralph
with his fellow gentry at this point in his
career: on 11th November he was a co-
feoffee with Sir Maurice Berkeley and the
lawyer Thomas Tremayle for lands in
Warwickshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxford-
shire, Wiltshire and Cornwall; on 8th March
1473 he and his brother were among those to
whom John Cheyne esquire of Devon and a
James Martell made a bond in £200 payable
at Pentecost; and on 20th March he was one
of a panel of feoffees for Sir Oliver
Manningham and his wife Eleanor, Lady
Hungerford and Moleyns, in the manor of
Fonthill Gifford.40 No doubt it was a mark of
royal favour that, as a ‘knight of the body’, he
was granted on 31st March the stewardship of
Titchmarsh, Northamptonshire, during the
minority of Francis, Lord Lovell; that he and
his wife were exempted from the Act of
Resumption passed in the parliament of
1472-5; and that, on 16th March 1475, he
was made steward of the manors of
Constance, widow of John Stafford, Earl of
Wiltshire, during the minority of the heir,
Edward.41 Some weeks later, Sir Ralph
Hastings served in the king’s expedition to
France, for which enterprise he raised seven
men-at-arms and 100 archers for the first
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30. Ibid., pp. 175, 199.
31. Barnard, Expedition, p. 68. For a modern account of
Edward IV’s return from exile, the support he received
from Sir William Hastings and others, and the events
leading to the battle of Tewkesbury, see Ross, Edward IV,
pp. 161–77, and authorities cited.
32. CFR, 1471–85, no. 42. On 3 July he obtained a patent
which safeguarded the amount of money for which he was
to be held responsible as sheriff (CPR,1467–77, p. 272).
33. Ibid., 1467–77, pp. 284, 285.
34. P. Mordant, History and Antiquities of the County of
Essex, 2 vols (1768), 1, 29.
35. CPR, 1467–77, p. 315.
36. I. Myers, Household of Edward IV, p. 199.
37. CPR, 1467–77, pp. 309, 349, 623; 1476–85, p. 567.

38. PRO, C219/17/2, pt. 1/66. Not counting the sheriff
himself, as ‘returning officer’, there were only eight electors
named on the election indenture. Such a low number
could suggest a ‘cut and dried’ result (C219/17/2, pt.
1/67).
39. CPR, 1467–77, p. 372; Historical Manuscripts
Commission: Report 78 (1928), MSS of R. R. Hastings, II,
p. 141. The closeness between Ralph and his brother is
suggested by Ralph’s description of William as ‘our most
special gode maister’ (ibid.).
40. L. Drucker (ed.), Feet of Fines for Warwickshire, iii,
1345–1509 (Dugdale Society, xviii, 1943), no. 2700;
Hastings MSS, II, p. 233; CCR, 1468-76, no. 1243.
41. CPR, 1467–77, pp. 440, 452, 520; Rot.Parl., VI, 81.



quarter, and eight men-at-arms and 100
archers for the second. He received £293 9s
6d for the first contingent.42

Quite likely he had returned to England
by 29th November when he was named in a
panel to arrest one, Henry Mitchell, of Flore,
Northamptonshire.43 For a year there seems
to be no evidence of his activities. However,
on 23rd November 1476, an order was issued
to the bailiffs or farmers of the manors of the
late earl and countess of Wiltshire to pay Sir
Ralph Hastings 100s a year and all arrears
since his appointment as steward the previous
year.44 In February 1477 he once again
provided surety in £100 when his brother
renewed his indenture with the king as
Master of the Mint.45 On 5th November he
was appointed escheator in Yorkshire and
during the year 1478-9 he was paid 26s 8d by
the City of York as one of the surveyors of the
Ouse, Aire and Wharfe by the order of the
duke of Gloucester.46 When the Hastings
brothers had been appointed joint constables
of Rockingham and master foresters of
Brigstock in 1461, their perquisites had
included the right to 300 oak trees a year.
However, because the loss of trees had
damaged the park, this allowance was
commuted in February 1479 to an annual
payment for life of £70 10s.47 Later that year,
on 15th November, Sir Ralph’s name was
included with his brother, John Catesby,
serjeant-at-law, and William Catesby esquire
as feoffees for lands in Buckinghamshire.48

The evidence of his activities during the
next few years is essentially about his private
dealings, mainly with his fellow gentry. For
example, in June 1480 Sir Ralph headed a list
of witnesses to a lease of land in
Northamptonshire to William Catesby and
others; and in November a Devonshire man
was pardoned outlawry for failing to answer
a charge of trespass in Tamerton Foliot,
Devon, brought by the Hastings brothers, Sir
Thomas Burgh (himself a staunch Yorkist)

and others.49 Another piece of evidence
points to a link with the important Sir Roger
Tocotes, who granted the Hastings brothers
and others the reversion of the manor of
Kellygorak, Cornwall, on 1st March 1481.50 It
would appear that Sir Ralph and his brother
were experiencing some difficulty in
obtaining full payment of their allowance
under the arrangement of 1479, for on 15th
July 1482 the farmers of rents in
Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire and Huntingdonshire were
ordered to pay £40 (the amount assigned
from their income towards the £70 10s) with
arrears since 1479.51 At the beginning of the
previous month (1st June 1482) Hastings had
appointed William Catesby steward for life of
his manor of Harpole and steward of the
manor of Harlestone, during the minority of
the son and heir of John Dive, formerly
Attorney-General to Queen Elizabeth
Woodville.52 Later that year Sir Ralph seems
to have acted as a go-between in a minor
dispute between William Cely and one
Master Porter regarding the ownership of a
hawk: in October Cely wrote from Calais to
his brother, George, telling him of the loss of
one of his hawks and its recapture by Porter.
When Porter refused to return it, Sir Ralph
stepped in to promise that Cely should be
reimbursed if the bird were not returned.53

Correspondence among the Paston
Letters provides other glimpses of Sir Ralph
Hastings’ activities abroad, for by this time he
was lieutenant of Guisnes. From a letter
probably written on 26th April 1483 from
William, Lord Hastings, to John Paston
esquire, the former thanked the latter for
visiting Sir Ralph at Guisnes during an
illness. About a fortnight later, in a letter dated
9th May 1483 from Ralph to Paston,
reference is again made to Ralph’s illness and

the careers of sir ralph hastings and sir guy wolston: two northamptonshire gentry 11

42. Barnard, Expedition, p. 69.
43. CPR, 1467–77, p. 571.
44. CCR, 1476–85, no. 9.
45. CPR, 1476–85, p. 21.
46. CFR, 1471–85, no. 414; R. Davies, Extracts from the
Municipal Records of the City of York (1843), p. 63.
47. CPR, 1476–85, p. 139.
48. CCR, 1476–85, no. 611.

49. Ibid., no. 671; CPR, 1476–85, p. 224.
50. Hastings MSS., II, 290. Tocotes had originally been
centred in East Anglia, but had moved across to the south-
west. He had sat for Wiltshire in 1472–5.
51. CCR, 1476–85, no. 865.
52. Catalogue of Ancient Deeds preserved in the Public Record
Office [CAD], 6 vols (HMS0, 1899–1915), IV, A/9178; J. S.
Roskell, ‘William Catesby, Counsellor to Richard III’,
Bulletin of the John Rylands Library, xlii (1959), 157.
53. A. Hanham ed., The Cely Letters, 1472–1488, Early
English Text Society, cclxxiii (Oxford, 1975), p. 184.



also to that of the constable of Calais.
Hastings was so ill that he was worried about
defensive works which would be hindered.
He went on to say that his request for more
men to carry out work had been refused by
his brother for financial reasons, and that he
(Ralph) had asked Paston to stress the
seriousness of the situation to Lord Hastings.
Then, in a concluding passage referring to
relations with his brother, Sir Ralph let slip a
revealing comment about his own reputation
for blunt speaking: ‘I hadde thought to haue
written to my lord to haue sente some othir
seure man hider to haue assisted and holpen
vs during oure infirmitees, but I fele by
Punche that my lord saith I write always so
plainly to him that hit fereth him and therfore
I dare not but shal forbere to write any more
so…’54

These letters had been written during the
short reign of King Edward V, but on 13th
June 1483 Lord Hastings was arrested and
summarily executed and within a fortnight
Richard, Duke of Gloucester had seized the
throne. The new king carried out changes
among his household and other officials.
Unsurprisingly, as one who had stood close
to the fallen Lord Hastings, Sir Ralph not
only lost his place on the Northamptonshire
bench on 26th June, when new commissions
were issued, but also his position at Guisnes
on 28th in favour of John Blount, Lord
Mountjoy. He did, however, retain his place in
the royal household, and within two months
had been pardoned by the king (18th August)
on account of ‘the good memory of his
brother Edward IV’, restored to favour
(though not to his position at Guisnes) and
allowed payment of expenses incurred for the
upkeep of the fort.55 Furthermore, his
rehabilitation brought confirmation (10th
August) of the offices he had held jointly

with his late brother, together with his
manors and lands, and his keepership of the
lions and leopards in the Tower of London.56

More indications of his return to favour were
his appointment as bailiff of Orlingbury,
Northamptonshire, on 10th February 1484,
backdated to the previous Michaelmas; and
the grant on 18th February of the reversion
(for which he covenanted to pay £666 13s
4d) of the captaincy and lieutenancy of
Guisnes after the death of Mountjoy.57

Hastings enjoyed a further recovery of his
position when the constableship of
Rockingham castle, the stewardship of
Rockingham, Brigstock and Cliffe, and the
masterforestership of Rockingham were
restored to him early in 1483.58

Although clinching evidence is lacking
that the restoration to favour of Sir Ralph
Hastings was part of the attempts by Richard
III to gain his support or, at least, neutrality
when the king’s authority was weakening, yet
it is plausible to argue that Hastings’ overseas
duties prevented him from taking part in the
Bosworth campaign on either side. Certainly
from the Cely correspondence, it is clear that
he spent time in Calais. In a letter written on
31st October (?1483), Hastings told George
Cely that he was sending £12 Flemish in
‘setillers’ by one John Twiselton.59 In another
letter, written from Calais probably on 8th
May 1487, to George Cely in London, Sir
Ralph apologised for a delay in settling a
debt, but promised that it would be met.
Hastings seems to have owed Cely money for
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54. Lord Hastings was put in overall charge of the town
and castle of Calais, the tower of Rysbank, and the castle of
Guisnes on 17 July 1471 (Ross, Edward IV, p. 181; Dunham,
‘Hastings’ Retainers’, pp. 22–3). Quite likely he slotted his
brother into the lieutenancy soon after, possibly by 1474
(Barnard, Expedition p. 68). For the correspondence, see N.
Davis, ed. Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century, 2
vols (Oxford, 1971–6), ii, 439–41. The letter of 9 May bears
the subscription autograph ‘Rauff Hastynges.’ It is worth
noting that William, Lord Hastings himself had a fair
command of English (Dunham, ‘Hastings’ Retainers’, p. 18).

55. J. H. Ramsey, Lancaster and York, 2 vols (1892), II, p. 495;
Barnard, Expedition, p. 70; CPR, 1476–85, p. 567; R. E.
Horrox and P. W. Hammond, eds., British Library Harleian
MS. 433, 4 vols (1979–83), I, p. 4; III, p. 31; Horrox, Richard
III, p. 230. Dr. Horrox makes the point that the removal of
Ralph Hastings from his post at Guisnes was an example
of a courtier close to Edward IV who was taken down a
peg under Richard III, and so was ‘at a further remove
from the centre of things.’
56. CPR, 1476–85, pp. 365, 460, 462. In 1483 he was paid
£73 as keeper (Horrox and Hammond, Harl. MS. 433, III,
p. 192).
57. CPR, 1471–85, no. 787; CPR, 1476–85, p. 385;
Horrox and Hammond, Harl. MS. 433, III, p. 106. Hastings
was described as ‘knight for the body’ in the covenant.
58. CPR, 1476–85, p. 537. After Ralph had lost these
offices they had been granted to William Catesby, who then
agreed to their restoration (Roskell, Speakers, p. 296, n. 2).
59. Hanham, Cely Papers, p. 247. Dr. Hanham points out
that the ‘setiller’ was probably first minted in 1483.



goods such as a gold tassel, black silk and
velvet, which the latter had supplied.60

In one way or another Hastings survived
Bosworth. However, although his earlier
grant of the keepership of Orlingbury was
renewed on 6th December 1483 for 20 years,
he lost his command at Guisnes and,
significantly, was not exempted from the Act
of Resumption passed in the first parliament
of Henry VII.61 Suspicion about his true
loyalty must still have lingered. He found it
necessary to take out a pardon on 14th
February 1486, which referred to him as ‘of
London, knight, alias of Harrowden, alias late
knight of the body to Edward IV, alias late
lieutenant of Guisnes, alias late keeper of the
lions, alias one of our knights of the body’.62

Furthermore, in July, Hastings’ stewardship of
Aston Clinton and Overton in Buckingham-
shire, and of Eaton Bray and Houghton
Regis, in Bedfordshire, were granted to Sir
Reginald Bray, one of Henry VII’s key
ministers.63 On 25th November he attended
the coronation of Elizabeth of York.64 He
appears to have recovered his stewardship and
mastership of the game of Eaton Bray, for in
February 1489 he was granted £10 annuity
for life for those offices, with £30 arrears of
salary.65 In the last years of his life he had the
embarrassment of having had his jewels
stolen by his chaplain, William Launde, who
then defected overseas to Perkin Warbeck
– ‘to the grete trouble and daunger of Sir
Raulf Hastynges’.66 However, there is no
evidence to suggest that Hastings suffered for
the activities of his servant.

In his will, drawn up on 17th September
1495 and proved on 1st December, Sir Ralph
wished to be buried either in St Bridget’s
Syon, Middlesex, or at Barking Abbey. To his
wife Amy (or Anne) the daughter of John
Tattershall of Wanstead (she was probably his
second wife), he left the manors of Wanstead
and Woolwich; to his daughter, also Amy, he

bequeathed £200 for her marriage portion;
to Anne, daughter of Sir John Longfelde, he
left his ‘litell primer’; and to his brother, Sir
Richard Hastings, Lord Willoughby, he gave
his best horse. He nominated his wife as his
executrix.67The so-called ‘Pilgrim’s monument’
in the church of St Helen, Ashby-de-la-
Zouche, has been considered that of Sir Ralph,
but without firm proof.68

His heraldic device was described in 1475
as Shafront filu or wyth 3 eystruyges ffedyrs.69

Sir Guy Wolston
Born c.1435 Guy Wolston was probably the
son of William Wolston who was one of the
attestors of the Northamptonshire elections
in 1447, and whose writ diem clausit extremum
was issued on 5th April 1454 to the escheator
in the county.70

In a patent dated 23rd March 1464,
Wolston was granted the custody of
Fotheringhay at 4d a day, the constableship of
the castle there at 6d a day, and the
receivership of the castle and lordship at 5
marks (£3 6s 8d) a year, ‘for good service to
the king and his father’.71 So, by the time
Edward IV had become king, Wolston was
already attached to the service of the House
of York. Appointments to public office and
other posts of responsibility now followed.
On 5th November 1465 – when he was
entitled ‘esquire’ – Wolston was made
escheator in Northamptonshire and Rutland
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60. Ibid., p. 231.
61. CFR, 1485–1509, no. 56; Rot. Parl., Vl, pp. 403ff.
62. Wedgwood, Biogs., p. 434.
63. CPR, 1485-94. p. 114.
64. Barnard. Expedition. p. 70. J. Leland. Collectanea, IV
(1774), p. 231.
65. CPR, 1485–94, p. 257.
66. C. L. Kingsford, ed., Chronicles of London (Oxford,
1905), p. 218; CFR, 1485–1509, no. 56.

67. PRO, Prob.II/10 (P. C. C., 27 Vox); N. H. Nicolas ed.,
Testamenta Vetusta, 2 vols (1826), i, p. 421; Collectanea
Topographica et Genealogica, viii (1842), p. 391.
68. Barnard (Expedition, p. 71) does not believe that the
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69. Ibid.
70. Wedgwood, Biogs., p. 963; CFR, 1452–61, p. 56. It is
an intriguing possibility that this William could be
identified with the bourgeois de Cherburg., an Englishman
who was holding property outside the town during the
English occupation of Normandy (C. T. Allmand,
Lancastrian Normandy, 1415–50: The History of a Medieval
Occupation (Oxford, 1983), p. 88 n. 12, and reference there
cited. William Wolston had associations with the important
Sir John Tiptoft (Speaker in 1406), in 1428 and 1431
(CAD, 1V, A/6994; 7007). Tiptoft was made a peer and
Steward of the King’s Household in 1426. Earlier he had
served in Normandy under Henry V and in 1430
accompanied Henry VI to France (Roskell, Speakers, pp.
367–8).
71. CPR, 1461–7, p. 389.
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Figure 1: Figure 1: Acquittance by Sir Guy Wolston to Richard Empson for £100
regarding a marriage settlement between Thomas, son of Richard, and Audrey,

daughter of Sir Guy and his wife, Margaret, 16th August 1498
(Public Record Office E40/10094, Crown Copyright). The indenture was in two parts, one of

which was retained by Richard Empson, above, the other by Sir Guy Wolston, which would
have borne the seal and possibly the signature of Richard Empson.

This Wrytyng indented made the xvjth day of August the xiijth yere of the reign of Kyng Henry the
vijth [1498] betwene S[ir] Guye Wolston knyght on the oon p[ar]te and Richard Emson gent on the other p[ar]te
Witnesseth that the seid S[ir] Guye hath reseyved of the seid Richard the day of the makyng
of thes p[re]sents the some of Cli [£100] in p[ar]tie of payement of such couvenant accord & agrement have
& made betwene the seid S[ir] Guye & Ric[hard] of for & vpon a mariage be the grace of god to be hadde &
solempnized betwene Thom[a]s Emson son & heire apparant of the seid Ric[hard] and Audrie dought[er]
and heire apparant of the seid S[ir] Guye & Dame Margaret his Wiff accordying to abill of articles
towchyng the same agreement couvenant & accord signed With the hands of the seid S[ir] Guye &
Ric[hard] and a note of indentures vpon the same articles drawn in papyre betwene the seid p[ar]ties Wherof oon
p[ar]te remayneth With the seid S[ir] Guye and a nodyr p[ar]te with the seid Ric[hard] of Whiche seid some of
Cli [£100] the seid S[ir] Guye knowleche hys self to be content & payd And therof acquiett & discharge
the seid Richard Emson his heires and executo[r]s for ev[er] In Witnesse Wherof the said p[ar]ties to
this p[re]sent Wrytyng intended ent[er] chaungeably haue sett there Sealles the day & yere aboueseid

[Signature] Guye Wolstone



for the ensuing year.72 By 1466 he was clearly
a member of the royal household as an usher
of the king’s chamber, and he appeared as
such in the Feoda et Roba accounts for
1466–7.73 On 10th September 1466 he was
given custody of the property of John
Cheyne of Chesham Blois, Buckingham-
shire, during the minority of his son and
heir.74 More important was his appointment
as a Justice of the Peace for North-
amptonshire on 16th November 1467. On
this occasion he was only to serve until 16th
March 1468.75 However, on 5th November
1468 Wolston was assigned to the more
prestigious post of sheriff of North-
amptonshire and, to help him meet the
expenses of office, he was granted a tally of
reward for £100.76 Shortly after he had
completed his term as sheriff, he was
confirmed in office as keeper and constable
of Fotheringhay on 28th November 1469.77

Further evidence of Wolston’s reliability
and loyalty can be seen in his appointment as
a commissioner of array in North-
amptonshire on 14th February 1470, and in
his return to the bench of justices on 12th
July.78 However, with the restoration of
Henry VI and the control of government by
the Earl of Warwick in October 1470,
Wolston was quickly removed from the
bench when new commissions were issued
on 16th November 1470.79 With the return
of Edward IV to power, it was only a matter
of time before Guy Wolston began to be
employed in ‘public duties.’ On 7th March
1472 he was named a commissioner of array
in Northamptonshire and two months later,
on 28th May, he was restored to the county
bench.80 He was, in fact, to remain a Justice of
the Peace for Northamptonshire for almost
the rest of his life, until 7th December 1500.81

With his election, in second place to Sir

Ralph Hastings, for Northamptonshire on
17th September 1472, it can be said that he
had completed the cursus honorum of local
office-holding.82 On 1st December he was
pardoned as ‘of Apethorpe, North-
amptonshire, esquire … late sheriff of
Northamptonshire … late escheator of
Northamptonshire and Rutland alias … one
of the verderers of our bailiwick of Cliffe
[King’s Cliffe] in Rockingham forest.’83 In
September 1474 he was one of the feoffees-
to-uses for Robert Tanfield in the manor of
Gransley, Northamptonshire; and on 1st
December 1475 he was appointed, at ten
marks a year, receiver of the lordships, manors
and rents during the minority of Edward, son
and heir of Constance, late countess of
Wiltshire.84 Wolston was included in a
commission issued on 18th February 1477,
and headed by Sir William Catesby, to
ascertain what lands and properties had been
held in Northamptonshire by Sir Thomas
Tresham of Sywell and forfeited by his
attainder. Furthermore, he was appointed to
similar enquiries in March and April 1478
concerning the lands held in Rutland by the
late duke of Clarence.85 A fellow member of
these two bodies was the important squire,
John Sapcote, who had been returned to
parliament for Huntingdonshire in 1472. The
two men were again associated as feoffees in
1479 and 1483 of William Allington ‘the
younger’, nephew of Sir William Allington
(Speaker in 1472-5 and 1478), for the manor
of ‘Argentiens’ (Melbourn), Cambridge-
shire.86 Earlier, in 1478, Wolston was named as
one of those to enquire into the trading
offences called forestalling and regrating in
Northamptonshire.87
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74. CPR, 1461–7, p. 532.
75. Ibid., 1467–77, p. 623.
76. CFR, 1461–71, p. 222; PRO, List of Sheriffs, p. 93;
PRO, E404/74/1/117.
77. CPR, 1467–77, p. 184.
78. Ibid., pp. 199, 623.
79. Ibid., p. 623.
80. CPR, 1467–77, pp. 349, 623.
81. Ibid., p. 623; 1476–85, p. 567; 1485-94, p. 495;
1494–1509, p. 652.

82. Official Return of Members of Parliament, (1878), I, p. 361.
Wolston was entitled armiger in the original writ of return
and the election indenture (PRO, C219/17/2, pt. 1/66, 67).
83. PRO, C67/48, m. 17.
84. Cal. Inq. Post Mort., Henry VII, I, no. 429; CPR,
1467–77, p. 564.
85. CPR, 1476-85, pp. 23, 109, 111. For detailed coverage
of Tresham’s career, see J. S. Roskell, ‘Sir Thomas Tresham,
Knight, Speaker for the Commons under Henry VI,’
Northamptonshire Past and Present, ii, no.6 (1959), 313–23).
86. Cal. IPM, Henry VII, I, no. 794.
87. CPR, 1476–85, p. 144. ‘Forestalling’ was the purchase
of victuals on the way to market; ‘regrating’ was the
holding-up of the sale of victuals in order to drive up the
price.



He was described as an ‘esquire of the
body’ in two grants made in 1479 and 1480:
on 7th March 1479 Wolston and his heirs
were given a moiety of the manor and
advowson of Isham, a messuage in
Barrowden, Rutland, and other properties
and rents forfeited by one, John Durrant; and
on 20th February 1480 he was made receiver
for life of the manors and lands in
Lincolnshire belonging to the honour of
Richmond, together with 50 marks from the
issues of the same.88 These grants served to
indicate his good standing with the
government, as did Wolston’s exemption from
the Act of Resumption passed in the short
parliament of 1483.89 Only a few weeks after
the close of this parliament Edward IV died
suddenly on 9th April. As one of the knights
and esquires of the royal household, Guy
Wolston assisted in bearing the royal remains
into Westminster Abbey on 17th April and
later into St George’s Chapel, Windsor.90

It is unclear as to how committed Guy
Wolston was to Richard III. What evidence
there is does suggest that he was, at least,
acceptable to the new regime, if not an
absolute supporter. For instance, he was made
a commissioner on 27th April and again on
1st August 1483 to assess the subsidy payable
by aliens in Northamptonshire.91 Of more
consequence, perhaps, was his inclusion in
two commissions of array in the same county
on 1st May and 8th December 1484, when
Richard III’s rule was coming under pressure,
and when he was trying to hold the loyalty of
influential gentry.92 Not without interest, too,
is that the king’s close supporter, William
Catesby, was also a member of some of these
bodies. Furthermore, on 21st December
1484, Wolston, Thomas Fowler (an esquire of
the body and a trusted servant of the king)
and others were given full authority to sell
wood within the royal parks of
Northamptonshire for the king’s profit.93

Earlier, possibly in January 1484, as Guy

Wolston ‘esquire, merchant of London’, and
three other men were granted tallies for
£300 in part repayment of money they had
expended in rigging out a ship for the king
called ‘The Governor’.94

There is no evidence as to whether or not
Wolston fought at Bosworth. Certainly, to
judge from the fact that he took part against
the rebels at Stoke on 16th June 1487, Guy
Wolston would have been young enough to
have been at Bosworth. All that can be said is
that he did retain his place on the
Northamptonshire bench on 20th Sept-
ember 1485, when the commissions of the
peace of the new reign were issued; and that
on 4th November he was created a Knight of
the Bath at the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth of York.95 It was as ‘knight’ that
Wolston was put on a commission on 14th
December, with William Hussey knight,
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, and others,
to enquire into a dispute between the royal
tenants of Sutton, Cambridgeshire, and those
of the Bishop of Ely about Wisbech Fen.96

Likewise he was given his title on 14th
February 1488, when he was again
reappointed to the bench in Northampton-
shire; and also on 23rd December when he
was named an official to raise and muster
archers in his shire for an expedition to help
Brittany against France.97 For the third time
Wolston became sheriff of Northampton-
shire on 5th November 1491; and two days
later he was one of many officials to
investigate the illegal use of engines for
catching swans and fish in Lincolnshire,
Huntingdonshire, Northamptonshire, and
Cambridgeshire.98 In July 1494 he was one of
a panel of feoffees of Edward Stafford, Earl of
Wiltshire.99 On 15th February 1495 Wolston
was one of several commissioners of oyer and
terminer in Northamptonshire, Rutland and
other midland shires; and in the following
year, on 14th May 1496, his name was again
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linked with Sir John Sapcote as co-grantees
of an Exchequer lease of the manor of Burley,
Rutland.100 Wolston continued to appear in
commissions almost to the end of his life,
though how active a participant he was is
impossible to say. On 3th August 1499 he was
included in a commission to deliver Leicester
gaol; from 12th October 1496 until 7th
December 1500 he was again a member of
the Northamptonshire bench; and on 26th
June 1502 he was once more – and for the
last time – nominated to the bench, now for
Huntingdonshire.101 In the meantime he had
taken out a pardon, sometime in 1499, as ‘late
squire of the body to Edward IV, alias late
receiver of the lands of Constance, Countess
of Wiltshire’.102

Sir Guy Wolston was dead by 22nd August
1504, when certain of his offices in
Northamptonshire were granted to David
Philip knight.103 On 13th October the
customary writ diem clausit extremum was
issued to the escheator in the county.104 He
seems to have been married three times: first
to Margaret, widow of John Pinchbeck of

Lincolnshire, who probably died in 1476;
secondly, to Elizabeth, widow of John
Middleton, citizen and mercer of London;
and lastly, to another Margaret, who
apparently outlived him by a year or so.105

Some years before his death he settled
Apethorpe, in default of male heirs, on his
daughter Etheldreda (or Audrey) and her
husband, Thomas, son and heir of Richard
Empson knight.106 One of the deeds, written
in English and dated 16th August 1498,
relating to the marriage of Thomas and
Audrey bears the signature and seal of
Wolston.107 At Apethorpe, which eventually
passed into the hands of Thomas Empson, the
fine hall range, screen and gateway were
almost certainly begun, if not completed, by
Sir Guy Wolston late in the 15th or early 16th
century.108

In reviewing the careers of Hastings and
Wolston, it is clear that initially the key factor
was their attachment to the House of York.
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Figure 2: The gateway to Sir Guy Wolston’s house, Apethorpe Hall, c.1495.
The decorative work over the arch is later, as are both the flanking facades. Most of the

original house survives to the right of the gateway, inside, as the central block dividing two
courtyards. (D. N. Hall)

100. Ibid., 1494–1509, p. 31; CFR, 1485–1509, no. 550.
101. CPR, 1494–1509, pp. 165, 644, 652.
102. Wedgwood, Biogs., p. 964.
103. CPR, 1494–1509, p. 383.
104. CFR, 1485–1509, no. 804.

105. CPR, 1485–94, p. 186; CFR, 1471-85, no. 33; ibid.,
1485-1509, no. 820.
106. Wedgwood, Biogs., pp. 300, 96; CAD, lV, A/6307,
8405, 10094; VCH, Northamptonshire, ed. R.M. Serjeantson
and R. D. Atkins, II (1906), p. 543 ref. to PRO, Feet of
Fines, Northants, 7 Henry VII.
107. CAD, IV, A/10094.
108. VCH, Northants., II, p. 544; N. Pevsner, Buildings of
England: Northamptonshire, 2nd edn (1973), pp. 83-8.



Their service took many forms, military, royal
commissioners, Justices of the Peace and
sheriffs. There can be no doubt that, in the
case of Ralph Hastings, his fortunes were
closely bound up with those of his brother,
William Lord Hastings – so closely indeed
that his own career stalled upon the latter’s fall
in 1483. By comparison Guy Wolston, a
more minor figure, managed better to survive
the changes and vicissitudes of political life
after 1483.

Both Hastings and Wolston were actively
involved in ‘public affairs’ from the beginning
of the reign of Edward IV. In May 1461
Ralph and William Hastings were granted
the important posts of constables of
Rockingham and Northampton castles,
together with other offices in the area.
Certainly, from June 1461, Ralph was serving
Edward IV as an esquire of the body and was
involved in personal attendance on the
sovereign. Wolston was also a member of the
royal household by 1466, though at a lower
level as an usher of the chamber.

Of the two men (i.e. Hastings and
Wolston), Ralph Hastings benefited more in
terms of grants of major office – for example,
his military post as lieutenant of Guisnes –
and of land. The latter must have
strengthened his position and authority in the
midlands. No doubt, too, Ralph increased his
social status by his marriage to Anne,
daughter of Sir William Vaux.

During the ‘first reign’ of Edward IV
(1461–70) both Hastings and Wolston were
appointed to the important posts of Justice of
the Peace and sheriff. That both men were
regarded as very loyal supporters of Edward
was clearly pointed up by their removal from
the Northamptonshire bench at the
Readeption of Henry VI in 1470. Exactly
what happened to Wolston during the
following months is unknown, but Hastings
certainly joined his brother and the king in
exile and, upon Edward’s return, fought at
Barnet and Tewkesbury. His loyalty was
rewarded with a knighthood.

With the restoration of Edward IV came a
return to office for both Hastings and
Wolston. In fact, even before the final victory
at Tewkesbury, Hastings had been re-
appointed sheriff of Northamptonshire with

effect from Michaelmas 1470. Furthermore,
both men were returned to the Bench of
Justices in the county and began to reappear
on commissions in the midland counties.
Indeed they were to continue on local
commissions, as well as on the bench, for
much of their active lives. Given their
experience and strong Yorkist credentials,
therefore, Ralph Hastings ‘knight’ and Guy
Wolston ‘esquire’ must have been obvious
choices for election to the Commons for
Northamptonshire on 17th September 1472.
Three years later, Hastings was to take part in
the king’s ‘Great Enterprise’ against France,
when he raised a contingent of men-at-arms
and a hundred archers.

When Richard, Duke of Gloucester,
seized the throne after the unexpected death
of his brother in April 1483, several changes
were made, with the removal of some of
those loyal to Edward IV and his queen,
Elizabeth Woodville, and the promotion of
supporters of the new king. As one of those
whose career had been firmly attached to the
late king and Lord Hastings (the latter had
been quickly despatched by Gloucester after
Edward’s death), Sir Ralph Hastings lost
office. He was removed from his post as
constable of Guisnes and was not reappointed
to the Northamptonshire bench when new
commissions were issued in June 1483.
However Richard III could probably not
have afforded to alienate such an influential
figure, so Hastings was gradually reinstated to
his offices, though he was not restored to the
bench. No firm evidence has come to light to
suggest that Sir Ralph took any part in events
leading to Bosworth Field. Possibly he
remained at Guisnes, though without any
official position.

By contrast, Wolston would appear to have
been more acceptable to Richard III. Unlike
Hastings he was probably not so closely
identified with the fallen William, Lord
Hastings. He succeeded in retaining his place
on the bench of justices, was nominated to a
commission of array, and in 1484, when
described as an ‘esquire and merchant of
London’, was involved in rigging out a ship
for the king. However, there is no evidence
that he fought on either side at Bosworth.

With the victory of Henry Tudor there
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was a general acceptance of the new
dispensation. Nevertheless, for some who had
been closely linked with the former régime,
rehabilitation was neither immediate nor
complete.109 Such was the case with Sir
Ralph Hastings, who finally lost the captaincy
of Guisnes and his constableships and, in
addition, was not exempted from the Act of
Resumption passed in the first parliament of
Henry VII. Despite these setbacks Hastings
did attend the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth of York on 25th November 1487.
On the other hand Wolston’s position after
Bosworth would seem to have been relatively
unaffected by any earlier affiliations. It is true
that, for a short time, Wolston was not
appointed to commissions. Yet he did retain
his place as a Justice of the Peace, was pricked
as sheriff of Northamptonshire in November
1487 and 1491, and, most telling of all, was
created a Knight of the Bath at the
coronation of the Queen. Without much
doubt his rise to favour under Henry VII,
clearly signalled by the last promotion, must
have been directly linked to the fact that he
had fought against the rebels at Stoke on 16th
June 1487. So, as with Ralph Hastings at
Tewkesbury, military service brought its
rewards.

As landholders, and men of calibre and
influence, both Hastings and Wolston must
have enjoyed wide connections with others
of similar standing and involvement in ‘public
affairs’ in service, for example, as justices,
commissioners, feoffees (or trustees) –
particularly in the east midland counties.
Here it must suffice to name only a few
examples to illustrate the point. In 1465,
when Hastings created a trust for some lands
in Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire,
no less a figure than George Neville, Bishop
of Exeter, was included among his feoffees. As
a knight of the body who performed
personal service to the king, he was in close
contact with others of similar rank, Sir John
Parr, Sir Maurice Berkeley and Sir Roger
Ree, each of whom was elected to the
Commons in 1472.110 Both he and his

brother, Lord Hastings, had dealings with the
Catesby family, as also did Wolston. The latter
must have been well acquainted with his
fellow parliamentary colleagues John Sapcote
and William Taylard, who sat for
Huntingdonshire in 1472, as well as with
William Allington, who was elected for
Cambridgeshire and who was Speaker in
1472 and 1478. Doubtless, too, these
Northamptonshire representatives would
have made the acquaintance of two other
interesting figures in the Commons in
1472–5: of Richard Quatremains esquire,
who was sitting for the third time for
Oxfordshire and whose ‘parliamentary
recollections’ went back to 1432; and of Sir
John Say, who had been Speaker in the first
parliament of 1449, in 1463–5, and again in
1467-8, and who was a burgess for Tavistock
in 1472–5. Indeed Ralph Hastings probably
knew Say well, since his brother Lord
Hastings was named an overseer to Say’s
will.111

Although it is not possible to give precise
figures for the regular incomes of either
Hastings or Wolston, it is clear that both men
– and especially the former – must have done
well out of their ‘offices of profit’, such as
constableships and stewardships, and even
occasional gifts, such as the £100 reward
which both received when they were sheriffs
of Northamptonshire. As far as Wolston was
concerned, his known offices were
comparatively few, but he did hold for several
years the stewardship or keepership of
Fotheringhay at 10d a day which should have
yielded over £15 a year; for a shorter time he
enjoyed the control of lands in Lincolnshire
belonging to the honour of Richmond
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109. Cf. the point made by Dr. Rosemary Horrox about
the northern household knights of Richard III that ‘they
made the transition to Henry VII’s household … but with
diminished authority’ (Richard III, p. 230).

110. Berkeley was elected for Hampshire, Parr for
Cumberland, and Ree for Middlesex (Wedgwood, Biogs.,
pp. 67, 661–3, 711).
111. For the career of Allington, see J. S. Roskell, ‘William
Allington of Bottisham, Speaker in the Parliaments of
1472–5 and 1478,’ Proceedings of the Cambridge Antiquarian
Society, lii (1959), 43-55. For Quatremains, see J. T. Driver,
‘Richard Quatremains: a Fifteenth-Century Squire and
Knight of the Shire for Oxfordshire’ Oxoniensia, li (1986),
87–103; for Say, see J. S. Roskell, Speakers, esp. pp. 362-3, and
idem, ‘Sir John Say of Broxbourne’, East Hertfordshire
Archaeological Society Transactions, xiv, pt. i, 20–41; and for
Taylard, see Wedgwood, Biogs., pp. 833–4. In a forthcoming
article in The Records of Huntingdonshire, I am hoping to
cover the career of Sir John Sapcote.



worth £33 6s 8d annually; and he held the
receivership during a minority of lands
belonging to the Countess of Wiltshire
valued at £6 13s 4d a year. Such rewards must
have contributed sufficiently well to the
family fortunes as to allow building to begin
of the present Apethorpe Hall, close to
Fotheringhay. In the case of Hastings not only
did he enjoy more estate, but he held many
lucrative posts. For example, his keepership of
the lions and lionesses in the Tower were
worth 12d daily for wages and 6d for the
maintenance of the animals; the fees of his
constableships and keeperships could have
produced £36 10s 0d. a year; and his
entitlement as a squire of the body from April
1461 came to 50 marks (£33 6s 8d) a year.
These were not inconsiderable sums of
money, but there were also incidental
payments made to him, such as the 26s 8d by
the City of York when he was one of the
surveyors of the Ouse, Aire and Wharfe. As
joint master forester of Brigstock he and his
brother were allowed an annual perquisite of
300 oak trees, which was commuted in 1479
to an annual payment of £70 10s. However,
it should be borne in mind that payments
were often in arrears, as was the last grant
when three years later officials in
Northamptonshire were told to make £40
available to Hastings, together with arrears
since 1479. Nevertheless that Sir Ralph was a
man of means is clear from the agreement of
24th February 1484, by which he undertook
to pay Richard III £666 13s 4d for the
reversion of the captaincy and lieutenancy of
Guisnes after the death of Sir John Blount.

In the careers of Sir Ralph Hastings and
Sir Guy Wolston, the former starting from a
more substantial background than the latter, it
is possible, therefore, to see precursors of the
gentry of the Tudor period – men who not
only increased their substance by the

acquisition of land through marriage and the
profits of office, but who were also sometimes
actively involved in military service and who,
through holding such positions as sheriff or
Justice of the Peace, essentially controlled
their localities. Furthermore, in the case of
such men as Hastings and Wolston, their
attachments to the royal household, as well as
their holding of local office and their service
in parliament placed them very much at the
upper end of gentry society, virtually on a par
with the lesser baronage. Indeed it has already
been observed of gentry society in
Nottinghamshire during the Lancastrian
period that gentry families often enjoyed ‘a
certain degree of political independence from
their magnate superiors’.112 Such gentry
presented more rounded, better educated
individuals. If Hastings’ foundation of a
fraternity in Northampton and his possession
of a ‘litel primer’ reflected conventional piety,
his correspondence with the Paston family
pointed to a man of some education. It is
from the Paston correspondence that we
obtain a rare contemporary comment on his
character – that he was known to be frankly
spoken – and a certain confirmation that he
had strong personal relations with his brother,
Lord Hastings. Although less is known of the
cultural background of Guy Wolston, his
wide experience indicates a man of calibre
and his building at Apethorpe suggests a man
of taste; and at least one document survives
which bears his signature.
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112. S. J. Payling, Political Structure in Lancastrian England:
The Greater Gentry of Nottinghamshire (Oxford, 1991), p. 11.

Acknowledgements
I am grateful both to the staff of the Photographic Department of the National Archive, Kew, to enable the signature
of Guy Wolston to be exposed and photographed, and to Mr. David Hall for providing the photograph of Apethorpe
Hall and general advice about the article.



The Mordaunt family, who had for many
years owned the manor of Turvey in north
Bedfordshire, had become the owners of the
Drayton estate when John, 1st Lord
Mordaunt married the Drayton heiress in the
early 16th century. In 1621 John, 5th Lord
Mordaunt, married Elizabeth, daughter of
William Lord Howard of Effingham. As her
jointure on marriage, Lord Mordaunt settled
the Drayton estate upon her for life after his
death. Two years later a son, Henry was born,
and in 1623 another son John. Then in 1628
John Lord Mordaunt was raised to the
peerage as Earl of Peterborough. During the
1630s a number of deeds were drawn up
leaving Drayton to Henry after his father’s
death, and containing provision for ceasing
the entail. Other deeds made provision from
the Howard of Effingham estates for the
younger son, most notably that at
Bletchingley in Surrey.

In 1640 Earl John and his Countess tried
to arrange a marriage for Henry with ‘Lady
Wotton’s daughter.’ This lady is never
identified in the documents, but is almost
certainly one of the daughters of Mary,
widow of Thomas 2nd Baron Wotton. She
was a Throckmorton of Paulerspury, and
there were three daughters from the

marriage.2 However, Henry had already
formed an attachment to Penelope, daughter
of Barnaby O’Brien, 6th Earl of Thomond.
Although the O’Briens were of Irish descent,
they had acquired the manor of Great Billing
in the early 17th century, where they had a
substantial residence.3 Henry refused the
Wotton marriage and this began a rift in the
family.

Earl John was a loyal supporter of Charles
I, and when the Civil War erupted he and his
teenage sons adhered themselves to the
Royalist cause. Matters were made worse
when in 1642 Earl John changed his
allegiance and joined the Parliamentary
faction. Henry initially followed him, but the
next year he reverted to the Royal cause.
Countess Elizabeth ‘having a very great
power with the said Earl John’ was almost
certainly behind her husband’s change of
allegiance, since she is recorded as being ‘a
great Republican.’

Both of these matters clearly upset Earl
John, whose health had begun to deteriorate,
and, although only in his early 40s, in June
1643, ‘being Sick of a Dropsy and
Consumption,’ his end drew near. Countess
Elizabeth then prevailed upon him to

Henry Mordaunt, 2nd Earl of Peterborough and 
Drayton House: A story of family intrigue 

and building activity in the late 17th century

BRUCE A. BAILEY

1. I am grateful to Lionel Stopford Sackville for
permission to publish the document quotations and
illustrations in this article.

2. Burke: Dormant & Extinct Peerages, 1883 (Reprinted
1962) p. 593.
3. G. Baker: The History and Antiquities of
Northamptonshire, 1822, Vol. 1 p.21.

The quotations and most of the information contained in this article derive from a series of documents which
were drawn together when, around 1700, Charles 3rd Earl of Peterborough, nephew of Henry, 2nd Earl,
was trying to reclaim the Drayton estate as his inheritance. In essence, when the 2nd Earl had died in 1697
he had left his estates to his daughter Mary, with only the title going through the male line to Charles. Charles
brought a case to the Court of Chancery in an endeavour to reclaim the estate, in vain as it turned out. As
evidence a huge number of documents were presented to the court giving the background to the Mordaunt
inheritance. These brought to light a series of family intrigues which form the basis of this article. The
documents in the Drayton archive, catalogued in a series GM/-, are copies of the court proceedings from 1669
onwards, copies or abstracts of various documents, and statements by people who were present when the
original documents were drawn up. It is largely from the witness statements that the quotations included are
taken, and which have been left with their original spelling and contractions. The main sources are recorded
statements by the 2nd Earl (GM/07) and the Dowager Countess (GM/08) and of servants (GM/09).1
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exclude Henry from his inheritance, and a
new deed was drawn up which settled
Drayton on her for her life, giving Henry
only a life’s tenancy. The new deed was
brought to the Earl on the day before he
died, when, as his servant William Preston
records, ‘he was soe weak he was supported
by the body & hand when he wrote his name
& in sure gt. Weaknesse he could neither read
or give attencon to hear them read or
understand the Contents.’ Henry was not
present, no doubt due to his involvement
with the Royalist cause, and on inheriting
found that he had ‘but a very small estate to
live upon,’ that is, the original Mordaunt
manor of Turvey. The Dowager Countess
kept concealed from him that there had been
any earlier settlements, indeed, she later
confessed to having burnt them. He
meanwhile continued his military activities in
support of the Royal cause, being wounded
at the Battle of Newbury in September.

The next year, 1644, in January, Henry,
having come of age, married Penelope
O’Brien at Woodford, her father providing a
substantial dower of £6000, with Henry
settling on her the manor of Turvey to bring
her £1000 a year. In the same year he had his
portrait painted by the Royalist artist William
Dobson.4 Following the defeat of Charles I in
1645, he was, like other Royalist
sympathisers, put under duress by the
Cromwellian faction and in 1646 had to
compound for his estates. The fine imposed
may not have been all that serious, since the
only estate of which he was aware that he had
entitlement was that at Turvey.

In 1648 Henry became involved in an
attempt to rescue the imprisoned Charles I.
His staunch friend Henry Rich, Earl of
Holland, led the plot.5 The scheme failed and
Lord Holland was arrested, but Henry and
other conspirators escaped and fled abroad,
fortunate for Henry, as Lord Holland, after a
summary trial, was beheaded. Meanwhile,
Countess Penelope applied to the
Committee of Sequestration and was granted
income from the estates to the value of

£1000 a year. Early in 1649 Henry appealed
against his sentence as a traitor, putting it
down to ‘the inconsiderateness of youth,’ and,
perhaps supported by his parents’ allegiance
to the Cromwellian cause, he received a
pardon, though he had to compound for his
estates once more, and had to borrow money
by mortgaging his estate.

The Dowager Countess, all this time, had
been living comfortably at Drayton, but even
she was not secure, for in 1650, following
Charles II’s vain attempt to regain the throne,
having summoned support in Scotland and
come south to England, where he was to be
defeated the next year at the Battle of
Worcester, she had an unwelcome visit. As she
herself records in a court case of 1669 ‘that on
or about the yeare of our Lord One thousand
Six Hundred and fifty att which time our
gracious Soveraigne King Charles the second
came out of Scotland with his Army to

4. In the King’s Dining Room at Drayton.
5. A fine portrait of Lord Holland by Mytens hangs in
the Dining Room at Drayton.

Figure 2: Part of Van Dyck’s portrait of
Elizabeth Howard, 

1st Countess of Peterborough
(Photo: Courtauld Institute of Art)
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Worcester this Defdt. was dwelling in the said
cheife Mancion house of Drayton and that
then Cromwell’s soldiers looking upon this
Defdt. as an Enemy to their Rebellious cause
made such havock and spoyle in the Parkes,
Warrens, Dovehouses & other conveniences
belonging to the said house & gave this
Defdt. continually other disturbances that this
Defdt. was forced to retire to her house at
Reygate.’ Reigate was part of the Howard of
Effingham property, which she had inherited
in her own right. The main house was
Reigate Priory, and where her younger son
lived.6 She does not mention any damage
being done to Drayton house itself, but there
may have been some.

Within the settlement which had been
made on her husband’s deathbed was a
provision by which she could lease parts of

the estates for ‘three lives’, that is twenty-one
years. In 1652 she agreed to allow Henry to
lease Drayton on condition that he ‘did
repaire and beautify the house as the family
seat.’ In the same court case of 1669 cited
above Henry says that he ‘not only putt the
same into Repaire But hath added diverse
new Buildings and beautified the said house
& gardens to his Expense of neare six
thousand pounds’. There is good reason to
think that his estimate of what he spent was
an exaggeration, and other witnesses say
between four and five thousand. However,
even this is an enormous sum, and clearly
means that a very considerable building phase
took place at Drayton. The date happily more
or less coincides with the one piece of
documentary evidence that has survived: two
drawings for fireplaces dated 1653.7 These

6. Reigate Priory still stands, the main house being now
part of a school.

Figure 4: Part of Lely Studio portrait
of Penelope O’Brien, 

2nd Countess of Peterborough
(Photo: Courtauld Institute of Art)

7. Royal Institute of British Architects, Drawings
Collection (Cat. 114–15).

Figure 3: Part of Dobson’s portrait of
Henry, 2nd Earl of Peterborough, 1644

(Photo: Courtauld Institute of Art)
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were the work of John Webb, the assistant and
kinsman of the former Royal surveyor8 Inigo
Jones, but four or five thousand pounds pays
for more than two fireplaces!

What this expenditure must represent is
the formation of the new forecourt on the
eastern side of the house, replacing the earlier
western entrance. The scheme consisted of
inserting a grand battlemented gate-tower in
the centre of the wall of the former rear
courtyard, and then forming in front of this a
wide court with a stable block on the
southern side and a garden archway on the
north. Henry’s reference to gardens alludes to
the rebuilding and extension of two
banqueting houses which had been built in
the 1580s, when his predecessor, the 5th Lord
Mordaunt, had built a large three-storey wing
onto the medieval house and created terraced
gardens in front of it. Henry’s coat of arms
appears prominently above the arch of the
gatehouse and the doorways of the

banqueting houses.9 In the case of the latter,
the shield is draped with heavy garlands of
flowers and fruits, and similar heavy garlands
appear on the John Webb overmantle to
survive at Drayton. Notably there are very
similar garlands on two other documented
John Webb fireplaces: one at nearby Lamport,
where, also in the early 1650s, Webb was
building a new reception pavilion for another
Royalist, Sir Justinian Isham, and the other at
the Vyne in Hampshire.10 The gatehouse also
has a most interesting feature, with an internal
ceiling in the form of pendentive dome. This
cannot be paralleled at this date, and is far
beyond the talents of a Northamptonshire
mason, so again suggesting the presence of a
top designer. There is, then, very good
support for the idea that John Webb
masterminded the whole scheme. Just where

9. His coat of arms also appears prominently on a series
of Mortlake tapestries, presumably also part of the
refurbishment.
10. There are also heavy drops of flowers and fruit as
decoration in Webb’s most famous scheme, the Double
Cube Room at Wilton House, created in 1648.

8. The most authoritative account of Webb’s work is
John Bold: John Webb (Oxford, 1989).

Figure 5: The 1650s Gate-tower, from the Courtyard, with 
the two 1676 blocks on either side (Photo: B. A. Bailey)
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the money came from to pay for this work is
not clear, though a mortgage was raised on the
Thomond estate at Billing in 1655 to raise
£4000, in trust for the benefit of Countess
Penelope. The sum that Henry says he spent is,
of course, comparable to the dowry given by
the Earl of Thomond on his daughter’s
marriage, though this may be purely a coincid-
ence. During the later court case, when the
inheritance was in question, several of the
witness made statements to the effect that the
Dowager Countess was fully in the knowledge
of his spending on the house, and that ‘they
believe he would not have done it if he had
not thought he should have enjoyed it during
the Countesses life’ and that they ‘never heard
she discouraged or prohibited it,’ though she
maintained she knew nothing of it.

With the Restoration of Charles II to the
throne in 1660, Henry was back in favour
and was given a place on the Privy Council.
The next year he sailed to Tangiers, which
had been granted by the Portuguese as dowry
for Catherine of Braganza, and set up a
garrison there. He remained in Tangiers as
Governor for next three years, and on his
return was granted a yearly pension of £1000

by the King. He continued to support the
Royalist cause, being involved in raising
militia in 1666 when there was threat of
invasion from the Dutch. The next year he
came to an agreement with the Dowager
Countess for raising £2000 using the estates
as security, each of them receiving a thousand
each, with the condition that she should not
henceforth make any further leases without
his permission. Then in 1668 he negotiated
with her again to secure the manor of
Bletchingley as income for his daughter Mary,
who had been born ten years previously.

The next year ‘upon a search amongst the
records of the Exchequer it being acciden-
tally discovered that a settlement had been
formerly pleaded there & Earle Henry having
been informed that the present settlement was
not the real & true settlement, he exhibited a
bill in Chancery against the said Countess
Elizabeth, Lord Mordaunt & others to
disclose what settlements had been made by
his father.’ It was this case which brought to
light the fact that his mother had cheated him
of his true inheritance, having concealed
earlier deeds, and having had the new deed
signed by her husband in circumstances

Figure 6: The east Banqueting House (Photo: B. A. Bailey)
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which rendered it void. The Dowager
Countess contested the case, against advice,
but things went against her. She was only to
survive another two years, dying in
November 1671. In her last illness, her
younger son John, now Lord Mordaunt,
prevailed upon her to make a number of
leases of property to Andrew Newport, one
of the commissioners for the Customs, and
brother of Francis Baron Newport, but
without Henry’s knowledge. A situation
reminiscent of that she herself had set in
motion when her husband was on his
deathbed. After her death, Henry pursued his
case and brought a further appeal against her
executor Anthony Bowyer. The existence of
the new leases came to light in statements by
witnesses, and it became clear they were in
contravention of the agreement, which
Henry and the Countess had drawn up in
1667. Newport quickly resigned his claim,
though it was not till 1673 that Bowyer,
under pressure, actually produced the
documents in court.

Over the years, Henry had become a close
supporter of James Duke of York, and in 1673
James selected Henry to go on an embassy to

Italy to bring back to England his future wife,
Mary, daughter of the Duke of Modena.
Henry acted as proxy for James in the
celebrations there.11 James had become a
convert to the Catholic faith in the previous
year, and it seems likely that Henry had
sympathies in this direction by then, though
he did not finally convert till 1687. In 1677 a
marriage was arranged between his daughter
Mary and Henry Howard, Earl of Arundel,
heir to the Duke of Norfolk, the premier
peer of the realm. Despite the strong
allegiance to the Catholic faith that became a
main thread for this family, Howard
maintained throughout his life that he was a
Protestant. Mary at that time was only aged
18, and in order to provide her with a
jointure, Henry decided to sell the manor of
Bletchingley, an action which needed an Act
of Parliament to accomplish. The estate was
purchased by Sir Robert Clayton, shortly to
become Lord Mayor of London, and brought
the princely sum of £9200.

As well as arranging his daughter’s
marriage, Henry had also embarked on more
building. In 1676 he had drawn up an
agreement with the Northamptonshire
mason Richard Warner of Weldon to build
two ranges on either side of the gatehouse he
had erected some 20 years before. One of
these was a splendid chapel with a richly
carved altarpiece surmounted by a prominent
Crown of Thorns – another possible allusion
to Catholic sympathies. The design for the
buildings was drawn by Isaac Rowe, an
architect whose career is uncertain. He seems
to have been London based but worked at
Lamport as well as at Drayton.12 One
wonders whether there might be some
connection with Webb.

Further evidence of building exists at
Drayton with a lead water pipe with the
Peterborough coat of arms, the initials HP,
and the date 1681. Admittedly dates on such
items have to be treated with caution, but the
style of several of the interiors suggests a late
rather than a mid-17th century date. The

Figure 7: Lord Peterborough’s coat of
arms above the doorcase of the east
Banqueting House (Photo: B. A. Bailey)

11. He probably acquired on this embassy some splendid
slabs of Roman scagliola decorated with his coat of arms
which are still at Drayton.
12. Howard Colvin: A biographical dictionary of British
Architects 1600-1840 (3rd Ed. London 1995).



most impressive of these is the Hall, which
was given architectural panelling, inset with
portraits, and a barrel ceiling hiding the
timbers of the medieval roof. Then the
former medieval great chamber, christened
the King’s Dining Room after a visit by
James I, was given pine panelling which was
then painted and grained to resemble walnut.
However, the most spectacular feature of this
date is the Walnut Staircase. This remarkable
feature is now unique in England. Its form is
that of a spiral cantilever, rising the full three
floors of the Elizabethan wing. Only its
balusters are walnut, the huge treads being
oak. It is built within the 1580s staircase
tower, which happens to be alongside the
wall supporting the 1681 water pipe.13

Unfortunately no documents survive to
illuminate further this phase of building,
though there were several mortgage deals in
1680-81 for raising money, and there is
amongst a list of debts following Henry’s
death a tantalising entry for ‘Henry Lob the
joiner’. Two Lobbs are recorded, both London
men and both working in Royal circles,
Henry and Joel, probably brothers, though
their relationship is unclear. Henry worked at
Kensington Palace and Joel at Hampton
Court.14 The Walnut staircase at Drayton
would have to have been constructed by a
master craftsman, and it is tempting to think
that Henry may have been its creator.

As well as his activities as a builder, Henry
was fascinated by his family’s ancestry.
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Figure 8: Diagrammatic plan of Drayton, showing the location of 
the features mentioned (B. A. Bailey, see also Figure 1)

13. The 1580s staircase was not destroyed but rebuilt
elsewhere.

14. Dictionary of English furniture makers 1660-1840
(Furniture History Society 1986).



Together with his chaplain, the Rev. Richard
Rands of Turvey, he set about compiling a
genealogical treatise on the Mordaunts,
entitled Succinct Genealogies, which was finally
published in 1685 under the pseudonym
Robert Halstead.15 Only twenty-five copies
are said to have been printed. Although it
quotes a number of spurious documents and
charters, nevertheless it stands as an important
summary of the family pedigree. His
decoration at Drayton also illustrates this
enthusiasm. One room has panels painted
with fanciful representations of medieval
knights on horseback caparisoned with coats
of arms. The Hall was given a series of
portraits of the monarchs of England whom
he considered had favoured the family, with
important copies of the Holbein portraits of
Henry VII and Henry VIII. The King’s
Dining Room also has a sequence of
ancestral portraits of the four Lord
Mordaunts, two of which are dated 1664.16

To these were added his father’s portrait,
which had been painted in 1635 and his own
by Dobson of 1644, as well as undated
portraits of his mother by Van Dyck and his
wife from Lely’s studio.

In 1681 Henry was in Edinburgh where
he was involved in foiling a Catholic plot.
The next year he received the thanks of
Charles II for ‘the good service you have
done this last yeare in the Country,’ and
giving him permission again ‘to go into
Scotland and serve the Duke of York.’ In July
1685, together with Henry Duke of Norfolk,
Mary’s husband, he was installed as Knight of
the Garter. However, the good terms on
which they might have been then were
short-lived, since in September of that year
Mary separated from the Duke. There seem
to have been faults on both sides of the
marriage, since it was well known at the time
that the Duke had a mistress. Mary found
solace in the attentions of John Germaine, a
Dutchman, a member of the train of William
of Orange, and by all repute his illegitimate
brother. Germaine’s background is obscure

but he was described as ‘a soldier of fortune’
and is said to have made his money gambling.
The affair with the duchess came to light
when she was having her portrait painted by
Verelst, Germaine’s clothes being discovered
in a cupboard. The Duke banished Mary to a
convent in Paris for several months, but on
her return, far from being reformed, the affair
started all over again. This time they separated
completely, and Mary returned home to
Drayton, living openly with Germaine. In
July 1686, the Duke of Norfolk’s brother,
Philip, Cardinal Norfolk, wrote about ‘the
misunderstanding of my Ld. Duke from his
Dutchesse’ and hoping ‘she will speedily
returne home to her husband.’ However, this
was not to be, and eventually the Duke sued
for divorce, a lengthy process since as a
Catholic and peer of the realm, he had to
petition the House of Lords. There followed
one of the most scandalous divorce
proceedings of the century, which became
more like a public entertainment than a court
case. Even the King went incognito!

There was more than a little sympathy for
the Duchess and the case was continually
rejected, and only finally settled in 1700. The
poor Duke only lived another year, and in
that year Mary married Germaine, though
continuing to call herself Duchess of Norfolk
and signing herself ‘Mary Norfolke’ for the
rest of her life.

Over the years, Earl Henry had become
even closer to James II, and in 1687, in
allegiance, he converted to the Catholic faith.
This brought him under suspicion, and at the
end of December 1688 he was committed to
the Tower in the company of the Earl of
Salisbury for ‘being reconciled to the Church
of Rome.’ The next year he asked to be
released since his confinement had been a
‘prejudice to his health.’ He was again under
suspicion in 1696 and again was taken to the
Tower, but was released in May. At various
points mortgages had been raised on
Drayton, and this seems most likely to have
been done to appoint trustees for the
protection of his estates and as provision for
Mary. With his health deteriorating and
realising that his nephew Charles, the son of
his brother John would succeed him, he
sought measures to protect Mary, setting up
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15. Hastead has always been assumed to be a pseudonym,
but there are documents in the Drayton archive signed by
a Robert Halstead.
16. Does this imply a further phase of decoration or
building?
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further trustees. His end finally came in June
1697.

After Henry’s death, Charles, now Earl of
Peterborough tried to take possession, but
found that Mary ‘did keepe the same by and
with men in Arms in the said house who
kept the same close locked up.’ Shortly after
he tried again, this time criticising her for
causing ‘grease waste and spoyle on the said
premises or some parte thereof by cutting and
felling the said wood and timber and by
selling the said Red and fallow Deere and
suffering them to dye for want of care and
sustenance, by takeing and disposeing the said
fish out of the said Ponds by ruinating the
said Gardens and by defacing the said Cheife
mansion house.’ Mary replied that ‘the said
Capital Messuage and premises wanting
some repairs & it being needful to make
some new and better Windows therein and
some places about some part thereof, She did
Cutt down and order to be Cutt down some
few small Trees … And alsoe bought a
quantity of Norway Oak for the doeing

thereof … And that the Wall for Inclosing the
Court which in the Life of her late father was
begun by him and since his death was
carrying on.’ This probably refers to the
replacing of older mullioned windows with
the new fashionable sash windows.17 The
reference to the unfinished ‘Wall for Inclosing
the Court’ is difficult to determine, but may
be an allusion to the outer forecourt, which
she and Germaine were to close by an
ironwork palisade and impressive gatepiers
with ironwork by Tijou following their
marriage in 1701. This was just a small part of
a much more elaborate scheme that the
architect William Talman devised, which was
to transform Drayton into one of the finest
Baroque houses in England – but that is
another story!

17. A set of drawings at Drayton, c.1820, show the house
largely fenestrated with sashes. Many were replaced by
Elizabethan style mullion windows by the Kettering
architect J. A. Gotch in the early 1900s.



Charles Howe of Greatworth

WALTER STAGEMAN

In July 2002 the destroyer HMS Nottingham
struck a rock off Lord Howe Island 200 miles
north-east of Sydney. The eponymous
Admiral Howe was Richard Howe, Earl of
Langor and first Lord of the Admiralty at the
time of the island’s discovery in 1788. He was
a distant and indirect relative of Charles
Howe of Greatworth as was William Howe,
5th Viscount, victor at Bunker Hill and captor
of New York and as is the present Earl Howe
who was a government whip and front
bench spokesman.

Despite having been Greatworth’s most
famous and important resident Charles
Howe is little remembered now. Unlike other
worthies from the village’s past who have had
thoroughfares named after them there is,
perhaps understandably, no ‘Howe Close’.
Howe lived from 1661 to 1742. Possibly, as
has often been thought, he moved to
Greatworth because he married Lady
Eleanor Dering, the widow of Sir Henry
Dering. She was also the heiress and daughter
of Sir William Pargiter and she brought the
manor of Greatworth to the marriage. It is
possible, however, to see that Howe already
had connections with the village. The name
Eleanor was also that of his mother-in-law
who was also his great-aunt. Therefore, his
wife was also his second cousin.
Unfortunately, but interestingly, things are
more complicated than that. For example, the
older Eleanor was the daughter of William
and Cecilia Guise and her brother married,
firstly, Elizabeth Washington (daughter of
Lawrence Washington) and secondly Rachel
Corsellis and this second marriage produced
John Guise who married an Elizabeth who
was another of Charles Howe’s aunts.

On Charles Howe’s own side of the family
things are every bit as complicated. His father
was John Grubham Howe of Langar and his
mother was Annabella, the illegitimate
daughter of Emanuel le Scrope, 11th Baron.
Annabella’s mother, and that of her two sisters
and one brother, was Martha Jeanes, one the
baron’s servants and not his wife, Lady
Elizabeth Manners who was the daughter of

John, Earl of Rutland. Charles Howe had
property dealings with a Duke of Rutland –
the Duke paid him a Fee-Farm-Rent each
Michaelmas. Unusually, however, the four
siblings were made legitimate by Act of
Parliament and they became entitled to be
treated as the children of an earl. The Scropes,
in more than one branch of the family, can
trace their ancestry back to at least the 13th
century. Charles Howe’s grandfather, the 11th
Baron is a direct descendent of Sir Roger le
Scrope, 2nd Baron Scrope of Bolton who
married Margaret, the eldest daughter of Lord
Tiptoft thus acquiring the above-mentioned
manor of Langor (Burke, 1883, 480).

Another branch of the Scropes included
Ralph, Lord Scrope of Upsall who married
another Eleanor, the daughter of Andrews,
Lord Windsor (d. 1543). Eleanor went on to
a second marriage to Sir Edward Neville. Her
first husband was Lord of the Manor of
Greatworth and he exercised his right of
appointing incumbents to Greatworth
church.

Andrews, Lord Windsor’s main claim to
fame seems to be the fact that although he
was a courtier and a favourite of Henry VIII
he was compelled to surrender his manor of
Stanwell with a make-weight of £2197 5s 8d
(Burke, 1916, 794). He received former
monastic lands at Minchinhampton in
Gloucestershire in exchange. The story is that
he had to leave at very short notice even
though he was all ready for Christmas.

So, Charles Howe and his family had long-
established connections with Greatworth – as
did his wife whose Pargiter forebears can be
traced back about 250 years. It seems not
unreasonable to believe there were two
manors of Greatworth which were united by
their marriage. This is perhaps supported by a
study of Greatworth’s 1634 Enclosure Map
on which it is shown that over three-quarters
of the land does not belong to the Pargiters
who owned the small manorial estate.1 By far

1. Northamptonshire Record Office (NRO), XYZ 991;
Greatworth enclosure map, 1634.
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the largest holding belonged to Sir Richard
Weston who seems to have had very little to
do with the village.

Even if, and there are no real reasons to
believe it, Charles and Eleanor married for
reasons of property, it seems that they did
indeed fall in love. To this day there is an
inscription in Greatworth church recording,
by Charles himself, Eleanor’s death at the age
of 31 which ends:

Now joys succeed! and this bright truth survives:
She was the Best of Women; Best of Wives.

Eleanor, in her will, endowed a still-existing
charity for furthering the education of
children from Greatworth and from the
hamlet of Westhorp (which has always
geographically been part of Greatworth, but
until 1935 was part of the parish of Marston
St. Lawrence). She decided, unusually, that
‘the greater part’ of the monies should be
spent on the education of ‘young girls.’

Charles and Eleanor only had one child
who survived infancy although they had five
others who all predeceased their mother. The
survivor was called Leonora – perhaps in a
not quite successful anagrammatical attempt
to name her after her mother and
grandmother.

There are a few sources still extant for
learning about Charles Howe and his life and
two of these may be thought of as being of
particular importance and interest. They are his
book of Devout Meditations which was pub-
lished after his death by his grandson-in-law
George Macauley and his account book which
is in the Northamptonshire Record Office.

The former volume was published in the
first of its five editions in 1751. The first
edition referred to the author only as, ‘A
Person of Honour’, but later editions were
attributed to Charles Howe (although he was
wrongly referred to as, ‘The Honourable’, or
even as ‘Lord Howe’ in the slightly shorter
version published by John Wesley). It is the
introduction to this work that provides many
of the details of Howe’s life. We are told that:    

The Author himself, who attained to the Age of 84
Years was a Gentleman of good Fortune, and was of
a considerable Family, which has been ennobled in
several of its Branches. He was born in
Gloucestershire (tho’ his family was of the shire of
Nottingham) in the Year 1661; and during the latter
End of the Reign of King Charles II was much at
Court. About the Year 1686, he took an
Opportunity of going abroad with a near Relation,
who was sent by King James II Ambassador to a
foreign Court. The Ambassador died, and our
Author, by Powers given him to that Effect finished
the Business of the Embassy. He had the Offer of
being appointed Successor to his Friend in his
publick Character: But disliking the Measures that
were then carried on at Court, he declined it, and
returned to England; where he soon after married a
Lady of Rank and Fortune; who dying in a few
Years, left behind an only Daughter. After his Lady’s
Death, he lived for the most part in the Country;
where he spent many of his latter Years in a close
Retirement, consecrated to religious Meditations
and Exercises. He was a Man of good
Understanding, of an exemplary Life, and chearful
Conversation.

The above-mentioned edition published by
John Wesley was included by him in his

Figure 1: The title page of 
Charles Howe’s Meditations, 1751
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‘Christian Library’. The works therein, he
says, are ‘the Choicest Pieces of Practical
Divinity which have been published in the
English Tongue’ – high praise indeed from
such a great man. Howe’s actual work itself is
just what its sub-title says it is: ‘A Collection
of Thoughts upon Religious and
Philosophical Subjects.’

The second surviving work of Howe – his
account book – consists of receipts and
disbursements from 1707 to 1724 written on
about 200 pages.2 It includes accounts of
monies received from various sources and
monies disbursed on his behalf by Messrs.
Mead and Brightall, goldsmiths ‘at ye black
lion near Temple bar’ and also by his
housekeepers. There are also acquittances –
what he paid out on servants’ wages, rents and
so on.

From these two works it is possible to
discern a little about the character of the author

himself and how he lived. Neither work was
intended for publication: he intended them
both for his own use only. To criticise these
private writings could perhaps be seen as being
a little impertinent or invidious. Similarly,
comparing Howe’s meditative thoughts about
life and how it should be lived with the
evidence from his account book about how
he himself actually lived is probably an unfair
thing to do – a little like expecting the
preacher of a sermon to always live up to his
own exhortations and urgings. Nevertheless,
some comments and comparisons, invidious or
not, are perhaps of interest.

Howe had decided to build himself a new
house. Presumably, whilst his wife was still
alive – she died in 1696 – they were living in
the manor house which she had brought to
the marriage. His new house was to be
altogether grander. In 1721 Peter Tillemans
drew ‘the house of Charles Howe Esqr’ at
‘Gretworth’ and the picture is reproduced by
Bailey (1996, 86) who states that the house
seems to have been of dark ironstone, of two

Figure 2: Greatworth Manor gateway piers with pineapple finials, c.1700 
(Photograph W. Stageman)

2. NRO, YZ 997, Charles Howe’s Book of Accounts
1707 – 1724.
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and a half storeys, of five bays, with a
balustrade and tall chimneys. There are lower
ranges on either side of the main block and
they have mullioned windows and seem to
be of an earlier date to the main block. He
says the house was built about 1700.

The building of the house was, of course,
demanding of Howe’s time. He himself
perceived this as a problem because he was
attempting to devote himself to prayer and
meditation. He writes (on page 201 of
Wesley’s volume, to which all following page
numbers refer), ‘I am but too sensible how ill
an Effect idle and impertinent Cares and
Amusements (though very innocent ones) by
some Continuance and frequent Repetitions
have on the mind.’ He goes on:

I had Hopes, when I began to build my House, that
I was pretty well prepared against the Danger; being
very well aware of it, and (as carefully as I could)
endeavouring to prevent it; but I found to my great
Dissatisfaction, that those necessary Cares and
Contrivances I was obliged to fill my Head with,
were so great a Prejudice and Encumbrance to my
Mind, that I had neither Liberty nor Power,
whatever Efforts I made, to penetrate so far into
these Thoughts and Reasonings which I earnestly
laboured often after, and passionately desired; and
would rather be continually Master of, than of all
the Kingdoms of Earth.’

Presumably, after his house was built he was
able to pay more attention to spiritual
matters. The house was built by the time
(1707) he started keeping the extant account
book but he was still finishing off the gardens
and surrounds and such a large house, of
course, required much maintenance as is
illustrated by these few examples:

Nov 1714 Pd Goody Dodford her bill for nails for
ye Garden 6s. 8d
26 Nov 1717 Pd Mr Townsend for a marble
Chimny-piece & slab £8. 12s. 6d
20 Feb 1720/21 Pd for sweeping 7 chimnys 5s. 6d

Later on, in his book of Meditations, when
referring to the time his house was being
built, he observes that the Ardour of his Virtue
‘was extremely abated, and consequently the
Pleasure that he received from it was
diminished because of an incessant Hurry of
trivial Employments for six or seven Months
together, in conversing with Workmen, and

contriving for Building.’ He found it ‘no easy
matter’ to bring his Virtue ‘up to its former
Station, it having considerably lost Ground’
(p. 206). The impression his work gives is of
one who takes great delight and pleasure
from being close to God – he claims an
‘entire resignation’ to the will of God and all
he asks for himself of God is ‘to be received
into thy everlasting Favour’ and the only
other thing is for his daughter Leonora: ‘to
bless her with a continued Innocence and
Purity of Life … To make my dear Child a
virtuous Woman, zealously mindful ever to
perform her Duty to Thee’ (p. 218).

He is dismissive of the enjoyment of a
house for its own sake. He claims (p. 217) that
‘As long as we live in this World a House is
necessary; but it is not necessary to live
because we have a House.’ Life is only a
‘ravishing and desirable Blessing’ because it
leads to immortality which will come by
being ‘conducted thro’ that gloomy, but short
Passage of Death.’ When ‘we are capable of
preferring a Bawble of a House before the
eternal Enjoyment of the Almighty God’ we
will discover a great Weakness of Faith. Howe
was forever spending money on his ‘bawble’.
Further examples include ‘4 Nov 1719 for
Tyles 700 & 20 Ridge Tyles & work-folks in
Harvest £4 10 7d’ and ‘30 Jan 1723/24 Pd
the Glazier his bill to this day £1 5s 0d.’

As well as very frequently referring to
property matters his account book gives an
insight to the above-mentioned ‘Idle and
impertinent Cares and Amusements.’
Similarly, it alludes to the pleasures of which
most men are so fond although, of course, as
an account book it does not say anything
about ‘the wretched Folly of such Pursuits’
(p. 221). Howe partook of very many of the
amusements that were enjoyed by typical
18th-century gentlemen. He enjoyed
shooting: in July 1715 he paid £3 10s for ‘a
housing and pistoll-cases,’ in November 1715
he bought a setting bitch (a setter) for £3 4s
6d and he had two carbines mended in
March 1718 for 6s 6d.

There are many references to his Park,
including a note appended to ‘An Account of
my Estate as it is now Set Novr 5 1707’
which mentions ‘The improvement of ye
Park by ye Paleing which cost me £315’. In
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October 1717 he paid 5s 6d for the carriage
of venison to Abington, in June 1723 he paid
for cutting [sic] 2 brace of fawns and in June
1724 it cost 6s for culling 5 male fawns and 1
female. In December 1720 he bought a park
key, in August 1715 he paid 15s ‘for ye walk
to ye Park’ and there are many other
references to the payment of workers for
mowing, haymaking, carrying dung and
watching in the Park.

His workers also maintained the garden
that he had had laid out. The garden had a
pond which is still in existence and the
garden itself – according to the Royal
Commission on Historical Monuments
(1982, 65) – covered about one hectare and
‘was of typical early 18th-century type,
divided into rectangular compartments but
with views over the surrounding countryside
to the south.’ At least part of the garden was
walled: in May 1719 Howe paid Goodman
Wilkins and his son 16s 4d for ‘7 days each at
ye Garden Wall.’ The garden contained a
bowling green and in May 1709 he paid ‘for
stairs out of bowling green’ and in December
1710 he paid the pavier for ‘steps to bowling-
Green.’ From time to time the accounts
include small amounts for such things as
‘Hops, Seeds, pease, beans, apples, trees, Shot
&ct’ costing £1 9s 5d in March 1712. Howe
purchased large numbers of trees, some of
which were doubtless destined for his garden
– he bought many batches of yew trees,
presumably for hedging (e.g. 8th January
1718 ‘20 Yews and 4 other trees £1. 1s’). He
bought many trees of other varieties as well.
Howe had to purchase large amounts of
stone for his garden: for example, in October
1716 he bought 265 feet of coping stone for
£16 8s. He also had another garden: in
October 1720 he paid 19s ‘for border-Stones
for ye little garden.’

Something else that Charles Howe cared
about, and it can be inferred, took
amusement and pleasure from, was food and
drink. He paid out large sums on the
necessities of life and, no doubt because of the
religious and dutiful sort of man he was, he
regularly helped others. For example January
1723/4 ‘Pd the Butcher his bill for Meat &
for the Poor’s Beef £23. 19s. 6d’. Another
necessity was bread, ‘Pd the Baker his bill to

Octr. 30 £4. 17s, 5th May 1723’ (he was not
a prompt payer in spite of biblical injunctions
not to keep workers without their pay). He
bought cheese by the hundredweight and he
purchased such things locally: August 1721,
‘Pd Mrs Gulliver for 4 weeks butter (being 26
pds) and 2 cheeses 13s. 2d.’

Other foodstuffs bought, although not
essential, included a jar of raisins, 17s 4d; 1⁄2 a
pound of Bohee-tea, 10s; vinegar, pepper and
mangoes bought at London, 16s 1d; oranges,
lemons and a barrel of oisters from London,
9s; turkys and fowles, £115s 11⁄2d; fish, 6s 4d;
veal, 29 pounds and a head, 8s 5d; 28 pounds
of brawn, £1 8s; 36 pounds of chine-bacon,
10s 6d; 2 woodcocks, 2s; a dozen quails, 10s;
orange chips and anchovys, 5s 1d; 6 bushels of
salt and many other examples.

As well as the above-mentioned tea, Howe
bought other drinks including coffee, cider,
brandy (two quarts for 3s 6d), ale for his
workmen and much wine for his household
(e.g. he paid his merchant £16 19s on 6th
May 1723 and similar amounts at regular
intervals). He paid £3 1s 6d for 10 gallons of
red port on 29th September 1716 and the
same again on December 10th. Ten gallons of
Anadea cost £3 12s the following January.

Another thing that obviously gave Charles
Howe pleasure was staying away from home.
He rented a house in ‘Twittnam’, and whilst
in London he seems to have enjoyed
shopping (although the first recorded use of
this word was not until 1764). He delighted
in buying things for his granddaughter. In
1724, when she was still only six, he ‘Pd for 2
pairs of riding Gloves for Leonora 2s. 4d’ and
on the next line of the account book he ‘Pd
for pr. of shoes for 2s. 4d’ and on the same
March day he ‘Pd for 2 pr of Stockings bt at
London & for 2 prs of Socks 14s’. On the
same trip he bought Leonora a diamond
cross for £21.

He had accounts with traders of all
descriptions and he often itemises his
purchases. For example, in May 1716 he lists
24 purchases including six chairs for £1 13s;
candle moulds 9s; books 10s 10d; caps,
stockings, shoes and gloves £3 8s and ‘French
wine by Mr Yates & 3 doz. bottles £5 12s 6d’. 

He also incurred expenses while staying
with his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. Peter
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Bathurst, at Clarendon Park in Wiltshire. As
well as various smaller expenses, for example,
‘razors, shoes, powder, letters, papers, &ct £1.
13s. 11d’ in December 1717 he frequently
made large payments, for unspecified reasons
to Mr. Bathurst. For example, on June 5th
1717, ‘Pd Mr Bathurst at Clarendon £315’.
Howe seems to have been a good father-in-
law and a loving grandfather. After his
daughter Leonora Maria’s death in January
1721 he undertook to bring up his
granddaughter, Leonora, at Greatworth. It is
less clear who had responsibility for his other
granddaughter, Frances (Leonora grew up to
marry George Macauley MD at Greatworth
in 1744 and Frances married Thomas
Cooper of Cumberwell, Wiltshire).

Another regular expense was for his means
of travel – he frequently bought coach
geldings and paid between £8 and £16 for
each of them. He also hired horses on
occasion: 24th May 1709, ‘for hire of pair of
horses & Coachman for 8 weeks & 4 days
£29.17s’. Also, 22nd May 1721, ‘Pd John
Blackwell ye Postillion a yeares wages due ye
2nd March £2.10s’. He also ensured that his
coachmen were properly attired and he
doubtless took pleasure from being able to
journey about in such style.

Despite his claimed inner joy it seems that
there were those with whom Howe came
into contact who thought him, because of his
‘Way of Living’ and because of what he
wrote, to be suffering ‘the effects of a dismal
Melancholy [but this] is a great Mistake: For
(I thank God!) they are both of them the
Effect of his infinite Goodness’ and they cause
him ‘a serene and pleasant Life.’ There was an
earlier time when he was ‘but too well
acquainted with the Pleasures that most men
are so fond of … but my Gracious
God … has clearly discovered to my Reason,
the wretched Folly of such Pursuits’ (p. 221).

It would be no surprise if Charles were
indeed melancholy from time to time – he
had, after all, lost his wife and five children –
and one such time may well have been at
Childermas (28th December, commemo-
rating the slaughter of the Innocents by
Herod). He wrote, ‘This Day puts me in mind
of the great Perplexity and Uneasiness I have
perceived in many people’. He was referring

to superstitious impressions, such as the
notion of luckiness or unluckiness, which
could be made on the minds of infants. He
was concerned for the young and he wished
for them to be brought up not superstitiously
but in an awareness of the ‘Protection of the
infinitely merciful God’.

Another of Howe’s concerns was to do
with Reputations: ‘Those who walk
altogether by Reputation travel in a
Labyrinth’. He is referring to the debauched,
to atheists, pick-pockets, politicians and
heroes. Heroes plunder and oppress and
politicians deceive and circumvent – of this
last group, at least, he had had first-hand
contact, for family members and friends were
politicians. His father, John Grubham Howe,
was a member of parliament from 1661 to
1705. He had a colourful career and after
being re-elected in 1702 his opponent, Sir
John Guise, petitioned against his return. The
Guises, it will be remembered were relations
of the Howes, and Charles was also related by
marriage. His brother, Emanuel Scrope
Howe, was also an MP and holder of other
high offices (as were other relations) and he
married Ruperta, natural daughter of
Rupert, prince palatine of the Rhine. It
should not be inferred that Charles Howe
thought his father or his brother were given
to either deception or circumvention.

It is perhaps possible to imagine Howe
sitting in his easy chair (bought for £3 10s in
June 1710), reading his newspapers (in
October 1723 he ‘Pd for Northampton
Newspapers 24 weeks due this day 3s’) or his
books (e.g. December 1723 ‘Pd ye Carrier for
Bishop Burnet’s History &ct £1. 8s. 6d’),
corresponding with his family and friends
(e.g. in December 1714 he bought a quire of
paper and in November 1723 he ‘Pd Sam: for
letters 1s. 3d’) with his dogs at his feet
(October 1714 ‘Pd ye Collar-maker for flesh
for ye dogs 13s. 6d’) and perhaps wondering
how he was faring in the draw for the lottery
(e.g. June 1723 ‘Pd for 3 Lottery Tickets No.
57471 – 57472 – 57473’).

So, although life is only desirable because it
leads to immortality and the cares of this
world are idle and impertinent and although
he professes ‘to be of no other Party than that
of Moderation’ (p. 244) it is clear that Charles
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Howe could, if he had so chosen, have
afforded to err on the side of immoderation
and not be too worried about some of the
cares of this world.

He claims it is a great error for men to
‘endeavour to excel each other in large
Possessions, rich Cloaths, stately Houses,
costly Furniture, splendid Equipage, delicate
tables and other such Trinkets of Pride and
Luxury, and Incitements to Violence and
Injustice.’ (p. 187). He goes on to claim that
‘the Beggar has as large a Revenue as the
King’ when the value of his Life and Time are
calculated: ‘the gracious God has given equal
Portions of these to all Degrees and
Conditions of Men’ (p. 192). In terms of
earthly portions, however, Howe was doing
very well indeed and in keeping with the
thinking of the time he undoubtedly believed
that God had ordered the estates of the high
and lowly alike.

Nevertheless, he was also a very charitable
man and he was in the habit of distributing
monies to the poor. For example: ‘20th
December 1717 Pd for Half-pence in
Change £2. 11s. 6d’ and ‘21st December
1716 [sic] To 135 poor men & women at 2d
each & 87 children at 1d £1. 9s. 8d’. His
accounts show regular payments to the
needy. He was especially concerned that poor
children were taught (as had been his wife).
He made payments for the teaching of poor
children in all of the surrounding villages and
he made quarterly payments to the Charity
School at Banbury. 

He, no doubt, was doing his best to
discharge his perceived duty to his family, his
workers and to those around him and it is
only if we view the way he ordered his affairs
through modern eyes that we may feel
slightly uneasy. His employees seem to have
been happy with him – they stayed for

Figure 3: Extract from the account book of Charles Howe, 1707–24
(Northamptonshire Record Office, YZ 997)
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extended periods of time – and they received
what were considered fair wages. E.g.:

Pd Tho. Gardner (May ye 21st 1707) two yeares
wages due to him on ye 27th April 1706
£10.00.00
Pd Jane the Cook a yeares wages due to her on 24th
day of Feb. 1709/10 £4.00.00.
Jan. 16th 1724 Pd John Neal a years wages due Oct.
ye 9th 1723 £6.00.00.

It is only when mistakenly tempted to
compare, for example, the annual salary of a
servant with the outgoings on very many of
the listed luxuries in Howe’s account book or
when tempted to compare his writings with
the realities of day to day life that a modern
reader could feel a certain degree of unease.
It is a temptation which will be given into
just one last time: on page 234 of his
Meditations he wrote,

A fine Gentleman may as well think to go abroad in
a blustering Day without disordering his Peruke, as
a wise Man may fancy that he can abandon his
Mind to the trifling Business and Hurry of the
World, without disordering his Thoughts.

Well, Charles Howe was a fine gentleman
who had many Godly and orderly thoughts
but he did, on occasion, by his own
admission, and by the evidence of his own
account book sometimes abandon his mind
to the trifling hurry and business of the
world. One perhaps trifling concern was to
do with his perrukes (wigs) and he regularly
spent quite considerable sums on them. For
example:

May 1709 Pd Mrs Carr for a long Perruke
£10.00.00
Oct. 1714 Pd Mrs Carr for a short Perriwig by Hall
ye Carrier £3.10.00
April 1721 Pd Mr La Sere for a Tye Perruke
£6.06.00
Aug. 1721 Pd for a perruke-lock 3s.6d

Charles Howe’s accounts have been seen to
deal with many aspects of his daily life and
there are other aspects which have not been
mentioned here – for example, the taxes,
tithes and levies that had to be paid and the
dues that had, for reasons that are not
altogether clear, to be taken to the court of
the Duchy of Lancaster at Helmdon. He

owned estates in other parts of the country
(including Weedon Pinkney in Northamp-
tonshire) but the only out-of-county estate
mentioned is in a reference to ‘Mr Prust
Alderman of Haverfordwest in Pembroke-
shire for Camrose St Martins and the tythes
in the mountains & of what rent is due from
him’. Similarly there are many references to
expenses related to farming: he frequently
refers to ‘the farm’ but where exactly it was
situated is uncertain. Also, there are occasional
references to more distant family members
which would be worthy of deeper examin-
ation. For example: 24th February 1720/21,
‘To the man that bought my Nephew
Howe’s Bitch & puppys 10s’ and September
13th 1708, ‘Pd to my cousin Posenger £20’.

More study could also be made of the
goodly number of usages of now archaic
words – bohee tea (from the Wu-i hills
whence black tea first came to England),
setting dogs and perrukes have already been
mentioned. Leonora received many deliveries
of fabrics – including camblet, calamanco,
cambrick and holland. Howe partook of
Venetian treacle (a sweetened medicinal
drink supposed to be an antidote to poisons
and a preservative) perhaps from one of his
flint-glasses (pure lustrous glasses made
originally with ground flint or pebble as an
ingredient. He bought twelve, plus two cans
in London on 23rd December 1715 for 10s
6d).

His workers yelmed (laid bundles of straw
straight for thatching; 23rd December 1714
‘Pd Goody Hans for 9 days yelming in the
summer 4s. 6d’) and used flakes (a wattled
hurdle sometimes used as a temporary gate)
and batts (pieces of brick having one end
entire) and later on in the season they mowed
the lattermath or the aftermath. They
measured in ells (about 45 inches in England)
and weighed the pigs by the score (either 20
or 21 pounds). For worms, perhaps ‘Pouder of
savin, as much as will lye on a groat’ and other
ingredients when anointed to ‘the lips of a
child when ’tis asleep’ would prove efficacious
(savin: an extract obtained from the root of a
juniper tree; groat: an English silver coin
issued between 1351 and 1662).

In the same way, his book of Meditations
deals tangentially with aspects of his daily life



as it perhaps ought to be lived and it has been
possible (although perhaps unworthily and
inappropriately) to make some gentle
comparisons between the contents of the
two books.

These two main sources are not the only
ones for discovering something of Howe’s
life. Attention has been drawn by Cook and
Cook (1997) to the work of Howe, and
others, as ‘Assistants to the Corporation’ of
Banbury. The Assistants swore an oath to aid
and assist the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses
from time to time with their best advice and
counsel. The appointments were for life and
Howe served until his death in 1742. Howe
was a reasonably conscientious Assistant,
although at the 1730 mayoral election he was
one of ‘The persons underwritten (who)
were summoned & did not appear at ye sd
election.’3 The meeting was inquorate and
the mayor was not elected.

Howe also served as a Justice of the Peace.
One of the very few surviving references to
his work in the magistracy has to do with a
bastardy case that came before him from the
parish of Helmdon.4 As one whose own
family was so well-acquainted with such a
state of affairs he was perhaps better able than
most to come to an informed decision.
Another document which bears Howe’s
signature is an order that Edward Dryden Esq
‘do find and provide one horse and one
fourth part of a horse’ for the service of the
county militia – his estate having previously
been overcharged.5

Finally, there exists Howe’s will from the
year 1741.6 As might be expected, it starts
with a lengthy and devout preamble: he offers
to God his humble adoration and thanks
through Jesus Christ his Adorable Saviour
and Merciful Redeemer and he asks to be
buried in Greatworth church next to his wife
and daughter. He goes on to leave almost
everything to his granddaughter Leonora

Bathurst. His other granddaughter Frances
Cooper gets 100 guineas. Small bequests are
made to Sir Roger Bradshaigh, Bt., and his
wife, 20 guineas each; to the poor of
‘Gritworth’ and ‘Westrope’ £20 and £10
respectively; for the relief of poor French
Protestants £35; to Graciana Gilbert and her
sister Dorothy £10 apiece; to the rest of his
servants £5 each and to his servant John
Joseph (besides his £5) all his wearing
apparel.

Graciana and Dorothy Gilbert, and their
sister Anne who was married to John Joseph,
and their brother Richard were the children
of William Gilbert the Rector of Greatworth
who appears very many times in the account
book as the recipient of tithes. Graciana is
recorded as having come to Leonora as a
servant in 1720 when Leonora was aged
three. Richard had a son – another William –
who was a member of the Clockmakers’
Company and who made clocks in
Greatworth from 1747 to 1767. There are at
least three other clockmakers who are known
to have worked in the village. Sir Roger
Bradshaigh was MP for Wigan for over half a
century and a regimental colonel. He was
married to Rachel, second daughter of Sir
John Guise Bt., of whom mention has already
been made.
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Figure 4: Greatworth House fire
reported in the Northampton Mercury,

4th January 1794

3. Banbury Borough Journal 1772–1761, Oxfordshire
Archives, MS B.B. XV/ii/i.
4. NRO, ZB 322, Bastardy Declaration sworn before
Charles Howe, JP.
5. NRO, D (CA) 126, Charge on Mr. Dryden’s Estate,
1715.
6. NRO, XYZ 993, Will of Charles Howe, 7 September
1741.
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Charles Howe was thus a good family man
– he was generous to both close and distant
family members (of whom there were very
many indeed). He was devout and religious,
but despite what was said of him in the
introduction to his Meditations he did not
simply spend his latter years in a close
retirement. Far from it, he took a keen
interest in the life of the church, education,
local government, farming, the magistracy
and many other subjects as well. He may have
appeared to be too serious but he claims not
to have been – he claimed to be happy
although it cannot be said that things were
always easy for him. If he had so chosen he
could have played a greater part in the life of

the nation: but he chose to live in Greatworth
in a grand house (which burnt down on
Christmas Eve 1793, only 51 years after his
death) and to be of benefit to a more local
community. Some of the benefit is still being
felt today.
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Although very few personal details were
found in any single document, Henry
certainly left his mark in the Peterborough
region and in 13 counties in all. He cast more
than 240 bells during the period 1703–1729.
The largest, known as ‘The City Bell,’ hangs
in Peterborough Cathedral, one and a half
tons in weight, and is now controlled by a
computer for use as a clock and ‘the five
minute bell’. This was the tenor (the largest)
of the ten bells made by Penn in 1709, the
first ring of ten to be cast for the county of
Northamptonshire. Who can doubt that this
man was one of the first heavy engineers of
Peterborough. How many heavy engineered
items are left today with the words ‘made in
peterbow 1709’ and still in use?

For some time the birth date of Henry Penn
was not known. Without it each part of the
story seemed to have something missing. It
was eventually found in the parish register of
Middleton Cheney for 8th May 1685 (Figure
1). To find that Penn was only 18 when he

took over the foundry from Henry Bagley at
Ecton and only 24 when he cast the ten bells
for Peterborough Cathedral give some idea
of the great task that he had undertaken.

Climbing up into a church tower or spire
is not easy, and sometimes can be quite
dangerous. Twenty five years have passed since
I made my way up into the tower of St
Andrew’s, Cotterstock, but this visit was to
remain clearly in mind. From the ground
floor ringing chamber a vertical metal ladder
led upwards, attached to the wall with pins let
into the stonework, similar to that used
between the decks of a ship. One wall at the
base of the tower was cloaked with
memorials to brave seafarers complete with
stone cannon and shot. A heavy oak trapdoor
led into the first chamber where a ladder
riddled with woodworm led upwards to a
second. With a great heave the second door
lifted and a mass of straw, twigs and bird
droppings cascaded down. A final heave
revealed the bell chamber, all five bells
hanging downwards with their rusty clappers
waiting to sound out some message to the
village below. This old feat of engineering
filled the chamber but the bells and wooden
frame in which they hung were in what is
known as an ‘unringable’ condition. The visit
was to make a survey of the equipment prior
to putting it in order. Sunlight streaked
through the Gothic shaped sound outlets
highlighting the disturbed cobwebs and dust.
From this position one of the inscriptions on
the bells could be seen Henry Penn made me
1708. Similar inscriptions had been seen in

Henry Penn, Bellfounder, 1685–1729

MICHAEL LEE

At the time of the first edition of Henry Penn Bellfounder1 it seemed that all research possible had been
completed. But studies continued as the interest in this man had not diminished and the following ten years
were to be even more interesting, not only looking into archives but meeting people on journeys made to many
of the 100 churches and houses at which Penn had worked. Most of Penn’s bells have inscriptions around
the top shoulder, acting as documents set in bronze. The following are taken from two of the eight bells cast
by Penn for St Ives church in Huntingdonshire, leading to an intriguing story, as explained below.

when souls are from your bodies torn tis not to dye but to be born.
james fisher + isaac jones churchwardens + james dodgson vicar.
henry penn founder. 1723

arise and be about your business henry penn founder peterborough 1723.

Figure 1: Baptismal entry for Henry
Penn in the parish records of All

Saints’ Church, Middleton Cheney, 8th
May 1685 (Northamptonshire Record Office)

1. Lee 2000.
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other church spires but it was here, at
Cotterstock, that they provided an important
part of the evidence linking the work of
Henry Penn and Henry Bagley.

The inscription bands on Cotterstock bell
included some decorative work similar to that
on the bells of St. Kyneburga at Castor, which
are stamped ‘Henry Bagley de Ecton’.
Photographs taken at Cotterstock were
compared with those of Castor. The bells were
the same shape and made with the same bell
mould formers. The wire marks were similar
and the same inscription-band ornamentation
dies had been used. The find at Cotterstock
says, in effect, ‘made with the tools and
equipment of Henry Bagley of Ecton.’

This was a good start. There was perhaps a
connection but how and why was Penn
using the tools and bellfounding equipment
of Henry Bagley of Ecton?

The Bagleys of Chacombe, Ecton and London
Without the Bagleys of Chacombe, there
would be no Henry Penn story to tell. The
name ‘Henry Bagley’ has been placed on

numerous bells and still survives on many
existing bells.

Henry, the first known bellfounder in the
family, was born in 1608. His first bells were
cast in 1632 for the church of St. George,
Evenley, from the foundry at Chacombe.
Although he was the master of the foundry it
was a family concern. His father Matthew
was the village blacksmith. A bellfounder
would require a blacksmith at his side in most
aspects of the trade unless, of course, he was a
master of both. The names Henry, William,
and Matthew appear on bells in various parts
of the midland counties. In 1686 Henry and
Matthew cast a ring of five bells for the
Church of Holy Cross, Milton Malsor. On
the second bell the inscription reads ‘Henry
Bagley made me 1686’ and on the third
‘Matthew Bagley made me’.

Interesting pieces of information have been
found from observing a large number of
bells. They show how bellfounders’ tools were
passed on through three generations of the
Bagley family and how the family branched
out as bellfounders at Ecton.

The gravestone of Henry Bagley the first
stands near to the south side of St. Peter and
Paul Chacombe. The inscription reads ‘Here
lieth the body of Henery Bagley who
departed this life 1682 – To perpetuate ye
memory of an ingenious bellfounder this
stone was repaired AD 1794’. On the reverse
side of the stone has been inscribed ‘Restored
AD 1892 – Restored AD 1958’. The 1958
restoration was financed by The Guild of
Church Bellringers.

An inventory taken shortly after the first
Henry Bagley’s death on the 23rd January

Figure 2: Part of a bell inscription at
St Andrew's, Cotterstock, with the
Rose of Northamptonshire and

decorative work (Michael Lee)

Figure 3: Castor bell inscription
(Michael Lee)

Figure 4: Part of the inscription band
of the Bagley bell at Evenley, 1632. The

three bells were the emblem of the
Chacombe foundry at this time

(Michael Lee)
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1682, gives details of the contents of his
bellhouse – an anvil, bellows, scales, weights,
tools and other things. From this we may
deduce that these were the tools of both the
bellfounder and blacksmith. From the same
inventory and from the will of his son we can
also deduce that the two generations were
farmers and landowners. Farming may have
been used as a back-up for these large families
where any spare labour, from the house or
foundry, could be used.

The Chacombe foundry produced some
impressive rings, one in particular was of
eight bells for St Michael’s Cathedral,
Coventry, the smallest weighing over 6 cwt
and the largest 25 cwt. The total amount of
bronze used was five tons. One important
consideration would be that the bells must be
in tune with each other to ring in peal. For
this kind of installation an expert or master of
the craft would be needed.

Matthew Bagley moved from Chacombe
to London in 1687. As well as his son he had
other apprentices, such as Richard, son of
Peter Sandwich, Kent, Mariner, recorded on
2nd April 1688.2 In 1704 Matthew leased
Maximilian Western’s foundry at Moorfields.
He was appointed founder to the Board of
Ordinance in 1706. He and his son Matthew
were the master founders.

A bellfoundry is never a very safe place
owing to the nature of the work. Molten
metal and gasses can cause explosions. At
times workers operated directly above large
bell moulds whilst molten metal was being
poured in. The loss of a key member of a
foundry could cause complete shutdown.
Accidents in the foundry were rarely
recorded but the following details give some
idea of how a foundry accident can cause
havoc. In May 1716 they were casting two 24
pound cannons in moulds set vertical in a
casting pit with the mouth of the mould at
floor level. The London Flying Post of 12th
May 1716 records:

Last Thursday night about nine o’clock a tragical
accident happened at the Royal Foundry near
Upper Moorfields, where, when the workmen were
casting a cannon, the metal that was running into
the mould flew up on a sudden with a great noise
and violence, and came down like drops of fire, not
only upon all the workmen, but spectators (of
whom there were a great number to see the
performance). Several attended from the Tower,
particularly Mr. Hall, clerk of the Ordnance, who
was so sorely wounded that he dyed next morning.
The Master Founder and his son with above twenty
others were also very much hurt. ’Tis generally
agreed that the said accident was owing to the
dampness of the mould.

The Weekly journal of the same date further
states that ‘Bagley, the Master founder, has lost
his eyes, and his son and sixteen others are
desperately wounded.’ Seventeen out of

2. C. Webb, 1998, London Founders Guild Apprentice-
ships.

Figure 5: St Peter’s Church, Chacombe.

Figure 6: Plan of Upper Moorfields.
The foundry was at the position where the

roads intersect (map by W. Morgan, 1682,
Guildhall Library, London)
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twenty five persons attending died. Later,
both master founder and son died of their
injuries, as the burial Register of St. Giles’
Church, Cripplegate shows, ‘1716 May 22,
Matthew Bagley, Founder, killed; Matthew
Bagley, Jun., killed.’

No blame was placed on any particular
party, only that the explosion was caused by
dampness in the cannon mould. There was
some unfounded speculation by Mr. Andrew
Schalch, a founder from Schaffhausen, who
said he had inspected the moulds in the
morning and found the moulds to be damp.
It was later found that Schalch had not
attended the casting. It is strange such an
accident should have taken place as the
mould maker, John Wightman, and Matthew
Bagley and his son had completed the casting
of cannon many times. Was this some kind of
industrial sabotage? On 15th October 1716,
Andrew Schalch became master founder in
the new Royal Foundry at Woolwich.

The casting of bronze bells was carried out
in a similar fashion using an inner and outer
mould. The moulds, as many as four, were set
into a pit, which was then filled with sand.
They would have to be perfectly dry when
the molten bronze was poured, as the slightest

damp would cause an explosion. Any reader
attending the casting of bells would be
surprised at the normal ‘fireworks’.

The Bellfounders of Ecton
At about the same time as Matthew moved
to London in 1687, Henry Bagley the second
moved to Ecton near to Northampton. In
this same year Henry was to undertake the
extraordinary task of casting ten bells for
Lichfield Cathedral (the first ring of ten bells
cast to be rung full circle as in change
ringing). Was the foundry at Chacombe
overcrowded? Both men had become
wealthy and, with extra money from
inheritance, were able to finance this move. It
may have been prompted by the inability of
the Chacombe foundry to take on such a
task, and by other members of the foundry
not wanting to be involved. His blacksmith
for this work was to be Thomas Franklin of
Ecton, uncle to the American statesman
Benjamin Franklin.

There is no doubt that Henry Bagley of
Chacombe had used the services of Thomas
Franklin, Ecton’s master blacksmith, many
times before 1687, the year when he decided
to join him at ‘Ecton by Northampton wall’.
The move did not mean that Henry was to
forsake completely the family foundry, but
the future was bright for both Franklin and
Bagley. Both the wills of these two men are
dated 1697 and countersigned by the other
and other members of each family. They
show that both were property owners of
some standing. Manor Farm Ecton has a date
stone H. E. B. 1694 (Henry and Elizabeth
Bagley).

It is thought that both the bellfoundry and
smithy were in joint use situated near to the
village church. A map of Ecton dated 1840 at
the Northamptonshire Record Office shows
most of the cottages and buildings. The
blacksmith’s house and smithy can be seen on
the site where the Three Horseshoes Public
House stands today.

Henry’s expertise was to be proved with
the bells for Lichfield Cathedral in 1687. In a
letter from the Dean and Chapter we learn
that Bagley, having begun the task, ‘had so
oversized the eight bells he had cast, that they
had swallowed up all the metal (from the old

Figure 7: Burst cannon at Moorfields
(after Hogg, The Royal Arsenal)

Figure 8: Removing castings from the
pit. Royal Foundry 1773 
(after Hogg, The Royal Arsenal)
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bells removed) and £80 more was required
to complete the ring of ten bells.’ The Dean
and Chapter agreed as the bigness of such a
ring would be more befitting the place. The
largest bell contained one and a half tons of
bronze.

Many more bells were cast from the Ecton
foundry and distance seemed no problem. In
1698 a ring of six bells was cast for Holy
Trinity Church, Warrington, Lancashire. The
inscriptions of the 5th and 6th bells tell that
Henry Bagley at Ecton near to Northampton
cast the bells, and that Holy Trinity
churchwardens’ names were Matthew Page
and John Bromfield. The inscriptions were
paraphrased into a poem, published by W.
Beaumont in 1888:

Holy Trinity grant us peace
That we new songs to Thee may sing.
Grant that the Church may more increase
And William long may reign our King.

These bells were newly hung up here
When Bromfield and Page the wardens were
Henry Bagley recast them all
At Ecton by Northampton wall
And of the work this was the date
Sixteen hundred and ninety-eight

One of Henry Bagley’s last ring of six bells
was cast for St Kyneburga Church of Castor
near to Peterborough in 1700. These same
bells ring out today. Thomas Franklin died on
6th January 1702 at the age of 65 and was
buried in Ecton churchyard. Henry Bagley II
died in 1703. He was buried in the nave of
the church; the position was not well known,
as the tombstone is very worn. Its location is
made clear in the Northamptonshire County
Magazine for 1930 (p. 108). L. H. Chambers,

answering a question raised on the Bagley
family of Ecton, wrote:3

A few days ago I visited Ecton and called upon the
Rector to ask him if he could inform me whether
any memorials exist to the Bagley family in the
church or churchyard there. He at once told me that
there is a memorial to the bellfounder on a slatey
coloured stone on the floor of the nave, now much
worn, and he very kindly allowed me to take a copy
from a book he possesses, a History of Ecton. The
Rector says this dog Latin [inscription on the stone,
given below] seems to imply that: His death was a
grief to his friends for he was a first-rate artificer,
who made well shaped, well sounding bells for
churches in the most skilful manner. No inscription
was placed on the stone to his wife Elizabeth, who
died in 1720.

in
memory of

henry bagley gent
who dyed in the

year of our lord 1703 mar 30
his age 57

Ad amice dolentes
Foeliciter sanandos

Technites dexterrimus
Ad Ecclesias campanis
Elegantius honestandas

Hiram Peritissimus

From the administration of Matthew Bagley,
brother of Henry bellfounder, there is
reference to their sister Sarah Penn4. Sarah
married Thomas Penn of Middleton Cheney.
This information led to the discovery of
Henry Penn’s baptismal entry in Middelton
parish register, illustrated above, and hence his
relationship to the Bagleys.

Henry Penn was the third of eight
children. He served under his uncle Henry
Bagley until the deaths of the master and
continued to make bells. In 1703 at the age of
only 18 he cast six bells for the Church of St
Mary the Virgin, Lymm, Cheshire. The bells
were known as ‘The Canticles’. They have
been recast, but an enamel plaque at the base
of the tower states that they were made by
Henry Penn in 1703. Inspection of the
existing bells showed that the old inscriptions
had been used. The inscription on the treble

Figure 9: Part of the decorative work
on the inscription band of Lichfield

Cathedral bells. The same work was used
by Penn at Cottestock and Bagley at Castor

(Charles Lynam, 1889)

3. L. H. Chambers, Northamptonshire County Magazine, 3
(1930), pp. 27, 54, 108.
4. PRO, Admin. MRA 775/PROB/67 Folio LH,
Matthew Bagley.
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reads ‘Venite Exvltemvs Domino Ectoni
1703 Recast 1891’. On the sixth bell ‘Jubilate
Deo Ominus Henricus Penn Facit 1703’.

From these two inscriptions it can be seen
that Henry Penn had taken over the Ecton
foundry. The only other bells known to be
cast in this same year were at St Denis,
Faxton, and at All Saints, Holcot, where the
inscription states ‘Henry Penn made me in
the year of our Lord 1703’. It includes an
angel facing left after the year 1703.

Penn comes to Peterborough
Henry Penn was soon casting bells in his own
right. It is likely that his mother Sarah had
some influence so that he was able to
continue the work of his uncle Henry
Bagley. Henry Penn acquired many of the
tools, and traded from the foundry as long as
he could. He had been working in the
Peterborough area at Castor in 1703 and
Cotterstock in 1708. Henry’s mind may have
been on a 15 year-old young lady called
Dinah Ashton of Peterborough, baptized at St
John’s parish church on 10th February 1695.
A marriage licence of 1710 gives permission
for them to marry but there is no record of a
marriage. The licence says that Henricvs
Penn is a bellfounder in Ectoni
Northamptonshire. It is signed by John
Twigden, baker, and Thomas Cumberland, a
notable person.5 All the eight children of
Dinah and Henry were baptized at St John’s
parish church, Peterborough, between 1715
and 1729. Penn was involved with the ring of
ten bells for Peterborough Cathedral in 1709,

the work continued until 1714, which
provided a good reason to move.

Apart from the marriage licence, none of
the 1709–1714 Cathedral documents says
where Penn was established. The first
mention of a place of manufacture is on the
inscription bands of the bells of St Mary the
Virgin, Wrangle in Lincolnshire, ‘all six
were made in peterborow 1714’.

Very few bellfounders have worked in the
North-West bell tower of Peterborough
Cathedral. Prior to Henry Penn’s arrival it is
thought that all the bells were pre-
Reformation. One thing was certain, they
were large. In 1250, John de Caleto the 30th
abbot gave one great bell on which was
written, Jon de Caux Abbas Oswaldo consecrat
hoc vas. Richard de London the 32nd abbot
was determined to give the great sound of
bells over the hills and the fenlands by
building the steeple, now the North-west bell
tower. He also gave two bells called Les
Londres.6 An inventory made on the 30th
November 1539 listed the bells in
Peterborough Cathedral as:

Item. In the Chapel of the Low. 3 Bells.
Item. In the two steeples of the monastery at front
bells 10.
And in several other places bells 4.

Figure 10: Plaster cast of Holcot bell,
1703 (Michael Lee)

Figure 11: Peterborough in c.1723.
Narrow Bridge Street opens into Broad

Bridge Street. A narrow bridge crosses the
River Nene. Herb gardens and fish ponds,
part of the Cathedral precincts, lie on the
south side. Bell Dyke runs into the Nene
separating the east side of Broad Bridge

Street from the garden area.
Penn’s foundry probably abutted the front

of the herb garden.
5. NRO, ML.PET 24 5 1710, marriage licence of Dinah
and Henry Penn.

6. Symon Gunton, The History of Peterborough Cathedral.
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Henry Penn would have had to convince the
Dean and Chapter of his capabilities as a
bellfounder to cast a ring of 10 bells. His six
years of self-employment and the few bells he
had cast in these years would not be quite
enough, so he would have to rely on
references obtainable from the large
installations he had been involved with under
his late master Henry Bagley at the Ecton
foundry. No doubt the casting of 10 bells for
Lichfield Cathedral would have been referred
to, but he would not have mentioned that he
was only two years old at the time. For a 24-
year-old it was a daunting task. It is possible,
since the bells of Lichfield Cathedral and
Peterborough Cathedral were the same size
and weight, that the Bagleys, 22 years
previously, had made special tools for
Lichfield which Penn still had in his foundry.
They would be great assets in forming the
moulds and help him to get the bells in tune.
The following is the first entry in the
Cathedral Audit books:7

Agreement has been made by Archilos[?] Bond
with Henry Penn for newcasting our bells, and with
Robert Wright, for making a frame and hanging the
said bells. It is ordered that John Brown, Master of
the works, shall carefully organise the weight of the
respective old and new bells, and supervise the said
works to be satisfactorily performed by the
bellfounder and carpenter, and a just account of all
and other necessary expenses.

Penn must have felt proud to have secured
this contract but little did he know of the
problems he was to face. The weight of the
old bells to be removed was not yet known,
perhaps 14 bells in total weighing some large
amount. The Dean and Chapter had included
in the contract that the bells would be
weighed in and out, and that Penn would
take responsibility for the metal. Henry Penn
was about to take delivery of these ancient
bells for recasting. He must have looked at
them before they were removed,
understanding their size, realizing that much
bronze would be left over. Four years of
struggle and hard work were about to take
place. Casting single bells is not an easy task.

The first ring of six at Lymm in Cheshire
must have been difficult, but a ring of ten
bells in peal, an octave plus two notes with
possible sharps and flats would be difficult.
His master had completed such a task so why
not Henry Penn? The final entry in the
Cathedral accounts dated 1713, three years
later, is as follows:

Upon the appearance of Mr. Penn Bellfounder and
his desire to have his security and himself
discharged, after the misfortune and losses in so
many, several times recasting our ten bells, or the
greater of them. It did appear to us by the accounts
stated by Mr. John Brown that after all the allowance
made to the said Henry Penn, there did remain due
to us for the balance of the said account the sum of
£14 19s one penny farthing and the said bells are
not yet slightly in tune, and it is therefore hereby
agreed and ordered that the said Henry Penn within
one month do tune the said bells, to be brought into
right tunable order, and pay the said balance of £14
19s and one penny farthing into the hands of Mr.
David Standish, and that there upon his bond and
office and other obligations shall be given up. But
upon default of his doing the said bonds and other
securities shall be given to Mr. Horsley to obtain
legal satisfaction, by one said court of law.

The weight out of the old bells, the value, was
far in excess of the weight of the new metal
returned in the form of the new bells. Even
with the contract price of the work of casting
the bells it seems that Penn was to receive no
cash. Payment was to be in the form of
bronze bell metal. Penn stuck to the task and
completed the work.

Penn would have been seen many times as
a distant horseman on the move from
Peterborough making his way into the
Lincolnshire Fens, or skirting the dangerous
waterways of the Isle of Ely. Hours in and out
of the saddle would give him time to
concentrate his thoughts on potential
customers since the landmarks he required
were church spires, and each could mean a
possible sale. His work in Lincolnshire can be
traced in date order in the region north of
Boston; 1714 Butterwick, 1715 Bennington,
1716 Croft, 1717 Halton Halgate and
Lincoln Cathedral. The Red Lion Inn at
Boston was thought to be one of the main
hostelries from where he travelled into south
Yorkshire casting eight bells for Holy Trinity

7. Peterborough Cathedral Library, Audit book, Contract
for bells 1709–1714.
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Kingston upon Hull, and another five for St
Mary’s Lowgate, in the same town. arise and
be about your business was one of the bell
inscriptions used.

Penn supplied bells for over a hundred
places. Interesting bell histories are found for
Stand in Lancashire and for Titchmarsh.
Stand lies west of Whitefield on the road from
Manchester to Bury. The chapel there had
one bell marked ‘Henry Penn made me
1708’ being 15 inches diameter. This bell was
the farthest away from the foundry than any
other found. In 1715, a Jacobite mob, hostile
to Stand dissenters for their Hanoverian
sympathies, sacked and looted the Chapel,
stealing the bell. It was later recovered and
restored to the church. 

After a Sunday evening service on 22nd
December 1940, during a German air raid
directed at Manchester, incendiary bombs
were dropped which gutted the Church. The
bell fell and was shattered. On a recent visit, the
Rev. Leonard Smith, principal of the Unitarian
College of Manchester, opened a safe that held
three bronze pieces of the original Penn bell,
the largest being about 9 by 4 inches. One of
them had the letters [he]‘nry’, part of the
inscription band of the bell.

In 1952 a new bell was cast from fragments
of the old. It is similar in size and weighs one
and a half hundredweight, being 21 inches
high and 20 inches in diameter. The
photograph (Figure 13) shows Mr. Clifford
Bancroft, the chapel keeper at the time,
reading the inscription of the new bell.

On the large tenor bell at Titchmarsh
church there used to be inscribed ‘john

cannard gave me’. It is a pity that these
words were not perpetuated on the new bell
when it was recast in 1913, for there is an
interesting story connected with it. The bell
was given in 1708. Tradition says that John
Cannard lived at Warren Lodge, over two
miles from the church, which was too far off
for him to hear any of the five bells in the
tower. This worried him as he liked to hear
their weekly reminder of God and higher
things, and so he made up his mind to
remedy the defect at his own expense. The
story says that he took his wagon and horses
to the bellfoundry belonging to Henry Penn
in Bridge Street, Peterborough, and arrayed
in a smock and whip in hand he inspected a
number of bells. Having found one to his
liking weighing 18 hundredweight of the
note of E flat, and ascertaining the price was
£40, he said ‘I’ll have it,’ to the astonishment
of Henry Penn, who hardly expecting to do
business with a humble looking countryman,
had not been careful as to the price! The
money was promptly paid, the bell loaded on
his wagon and brought to Titchmarsh church

Figure 12: A fragment of the destroyed
bell at Stand, Manchester (Michael Lee)

Figure 13: The recast bell at Stand,
Manchester (The Radcliffe Times, Friday,

1st August, 1952)
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where it was duly hung up in the tower,
completing a ring of six, and providing a
valuable gift indeed. How the names of the
donor and churchwardens were inscribed on
the bell so speedily must not be enquired into
particularly! One condition of the gift was
that the bell should always be rung at nine
o’clock on Sunday mornings, so that out at
Warren Lodge Cannard might be reminded
of Sunday and also know the right time if he
was coming to the church later on.

The five bells at Titchmarsh, prior to the
casting of the Cannard bell, were cast by
Henry Bagley from his foundry at Ecton in
1688. The following list of the old bells at
Tichmarsh is taken from North (1878).

henry bagley made me 1688

r green and john wells churchwardens 1688

j salmon and john fowler churchwardens
edward arnold fecit 1781

cantate domino canticvm novum 1688

god save the king 1688

john cannard gave me jeffery coales and john
barnes churchwardens henry penn made me
1708

The third bell was recast in 1781. In 1885
two treble bells were added.

Very few bells were cast in the year 1715
when Henry Penn should have been at the

peak of his production. What was the
difficulty? For ten years he had travelled on
horseback, worked many hours in church
spires and used poor lifting tackle, in many
cases moving and lifting bells by hand. Penn
like many men in the heavy trades may have
ruptured himself. Some evidence for this had
been discovered. An advert in the Stamford
Mercury for July 1712 reads:8

These are to give Notice, That Mr. Penn of
Peterborough Bell-Founder formerly from Ecton in
Northamptonshire, has for many Years together,
with good success and Applause, cur’d ruptur’d
People of both Sexes, and he continues also to fit
Steel Trusses at a Reasonable Price.

A second advert in 1716 reads:

We hereby witness That Henry Penn, Bellfounder
of Peterborough in Northamptonshire, fits ruptured
people of both sexes and of all ages with steel trusses,
and has Applications internal and external for the
cure of even the most desperate Cases of that nature.
Signed: Theop Hill M.B. Sam Pendelton Physician
and Alex Stuart Chiruig.

There was a close relationship between Penn
and Theophilus Hill. Hill was made a Minor
Canon at Peterborough Cathedral in 1709,

Figure 14: A display of bells at St Mary the Virgin, Titchmarsh.
(Churchwardens of Titchmarsh)

The complete set of eight bells on two carts ready for transportation to Gillett and Johnston
of Croydon for recasting on the 26th June 1913. The large bell on the rear cart is the one cast

by Penn for John Cannard.

8. Stamford Post, No. 112, July 24th to 31st, 1712,
advertisements.
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the same year that Penn took on the task of
casting the Cathedral bells. He was a Master
of Medicine, the Cathedral Apothecary and
also the music master at King’s School in the
Cathedral precincts. The herb gardens were
very near to Penn’s foundry and workshops.
The gardens extended all the way along the
east bank of Bell Dyke as far as the River
Nene (Bell Dyke was possibly used by Penn
for boating bells to the River Nene). In 1726
Henry Penn junior was given a place at
King’s and later became a vintner in London.

Besides the manufacture of the trusses,
Penn produced mortars and pestles, used by
the apothecaries for mixing and grinding
herbal potions.

St Ives Parish Church 1723
The events that took place in 1723 had a
drastic effect on the life of Henry Penn.
Problems are many in bellfounding and Penn
was used to overcoming most, but this one
started a series of events that lasted over six
years. It makes up the longest and most
revealing account in the life of this man.

James Fisher, draper, and Isaac Jones,
merchant, both of St Ives in Huntingdon-
shire, were churchwardens of the parish
church. The church required a complete

restoration of its bells, the largest of which,
the tenor, was cracked. Fisher and Jones
entered into a form of contract with Penn to
recast them. Henry Norris was given a bond
by the churchwardens to give an opinion on
the quality of the bells and to oversee the
work.

The contract included the removal of the
six old bells and their total weight when
removed was 68 cwt. 2 qr. 16 lb. In July of
1723 they were taken to Penn’s foundry at
Peterborough. Eight new bells were cast with
the tenor bell (the largest) weighing nearly
one ton. Ten hundredweight of new bronze
bell metal was added. By the first of
September the new bells were rehung in the
tower at St Ives. On the first ringing the
churchwardens and Norris claimed that the
bells were not in tune and the added metal
that Penn had used was not new.

Penn recast some of the bells but Norris
was not satisfied and the churchwardens
refused to pay. He decided to take the matter
to court where a long drawn out battle took
place. Over the years there are a number of
court sessions at which interesting arguments
take place and affidavits were read.

In 1729 it was decided the matter should
proceed to trial at Huntingdon Assizes. The

Figure 15: Collection of mortars and pestles. (The Science Museum, London)
The mortar (or the bell mortar) has the shape of a bell and was produced in a similar way. The

pestle is also very similar in shape to a clapper.
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cause was finally heard before the Lord
Chancellor on the 20th June on what was due
to Henry Penn for the new casting of the bells
of St Ives with reference to the contract dated
29th May 1723. The matter was debated and
the court declared Penn had not exactly
performed the contract, but the defendants
had for several years used the bells. The parish
was in possession of the bells, additional metal,
and work done on the same.9

The verdict was given for Penn. Henry
Penn said ‘I am sick to death, my heart is
broken. The whole thing will do me no
good.’ Henry was a sick man. These many
extra journeys to court had taken their toll. As
he was mounting his horse in the Crown Inn
yard at St Ives he fell and died. An entry in
Huntingdon St Mary and St Benedict church
register states blandly under burials for 1729
‘Henry Penn Stranger. July 23.’ The
inscription used by Henry Penn at St Ives
sums up the whole event:

when first you take your vital breath you
enter into living death
when souls are from your bodies torn tis not
to dye but to be born

Henry was only 44 years old but he had lived
the lives of many men. Dinah Penn, now a
widow, asked the court for damages. In July
1730 it was decided that she and the town
should bear each and their own charges, also
that the town should pay her damages given
at the trial.

Apart from many bells still ringing out
over village and town just three memorials
remain in memory of this one time artificer
at Peterborough. One being the ‘City Bell’,
the 1.5 ton tenor, the only bell remaining of
the ring of 10 cast for the Cathedral in 1709.
The second a small cul-de-sac called ‘Bells
Place’ thought to have been the site of a
house purchased by Penn in 1722. Thirdly,
‘Henry Penn Walk,’ a pathway in front of flats
on the north-west side of the town bridge
crossing the River Nene, on which many of
his bells were transported.10

Places of work between 1703–1729:
Achurch, Northamptonshire
Alwalton, Huntingdonshire
Apethorpe, Northamptonshire
Barnack, Northamptonshire
Benefield, Northamptonshire
Bennington, Lincolnshire
Billingborough, Lincolnshire
Bishops Norton, Lincolnshire
Biteswell, Leicestershire
Bourne, Lincolnshire
Bozeat, Northamptonshire
Braunston, Leicestershire
Broughton, Northamptonshire
Butterwick, Lincolnshire
Bythorn, Huntingdonshire
Chelveston, Northamptonshire
Cherry Hinton, Cambridgeshire
Corby, Northamptonshire
Cotterstock, Northamptonshire
Covington, Huntingdonshire
Croft, Lincolnshire
Earls Barton, Northamptonshire
Easton, Huntingdonshire
Edenham, Lincolnshire
Edith Weston, Rutland
Ely, Cambridgeshire
Ewerby, Lincolnshire
Eye, Northamptonshire
Faxton, Northamptonshire
Fishtoft, Lincolnshire
Friskney, Lincolnshire
Glapthorne, Northamptonshire
Great Casterton, Rutland
Guilsborough, Northamptonshire
Halton Holgate, Lincolnshire
Hamerton, Huntingdonshire
Heyford, Northamptonshire
Hinwick, Bedfordshire
Holcot, Northamptonshire
Horbling, Lincolnshire
Horncastle, Lincolnshire
Ketton, Rutland
Kilsby, Northamptonshire
Kimbolton, Huntingdonshire
Kingscliffe, Northamptonshire
Kingston upon Hull, Yorkshire
Kirkby la Thorpe, Lincolnshire
Lincoln Cathedral, Lincolnshire
Lois Weedon, Northamptonshire
Long Sutton, Lincolnshire
Lowick, Northamptonshire

9. PRO, C11/1453-10, Chancery Proceedings, Penn v.
Fisher & Jones, St Ives.
10. Thanks to Peterborough Development Corporation
for help with naming ‘Henry Penn Walk’.
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Luddington, Northamptonshire
Lymm, Cheshire
Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire
Molesworth, Huntingdonshire
Morborne, Huntingdonshire
North Owersby, Lincolnshire
Oakham, Rutland
Partney, Lincolnshire
Paxton, Huntingdonshire
Peterborough, Northamptonshire
Pilton, Rutland
Polebrook, Northamptonshire
Preston, Rutland
Preston Deanery, Northamptonshire
Rauceby, Lincolnshire
Raunds, Northamptonshire
Scartho, Lincolnshire
Sileby, Leicestershire
Southwick, Northamptonshire
St Ives, Huntingdonshire
Stamford, Lincolnshire
Stand, Cheshire
Stoke Goldington, Buckinghamshire
Stretton, Rutland
Sutterton, Lincolnshire
Sutton in the Isle, Cambridgeshire
Theddlethorpe, Lincolnshire
Tinwell, Rutland
Titchmarsh, Northamptonshire
Tydd St Giles, Cambridgeshire
Warrington, Cheshire
Waltham on the Wolds, Leicestershire
Warmington, Northamptonshire
Weldon, Northamptonshire
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire
Weston Favell, Northamptonshire
West Walton, Norfolk
Whaplode, Lincolnshire
Wilby, Northamptonshire
Winwick, Northamptonshire
Woodnewton, Northamptonshire
Wrangle, Lincolnshire
Yardley Hastings, Northamptonshire
Yarwell, Northamptonshire
Yaxley, Huntingdonshire

How many more?
Thomas North listed local bell inscriptions in
his publications of the late 19th century.
Many others have been found by bell
specialists. Bridges’ History of Northamptonshire
lists churches that no longer exist and in some
cases also their bells and inscriptions. The
deserted village and church of Faxton
Northamptonshire had two bells, both cast by
Penn in 1708.

I was asked to look at the clock bell at
Milton Hall, Peterborough.11 Scaffolding had
been erected for repairs to the clock tower
and cupola on the house and I was more than
eager to have a look at what would be a new
find. This proved to be the case as the bell was
inscribed ‘henry penn fvsore 1710’ with his
roses of Northamptonshire.

At William Browne’s Hospital Stamford,
the records include a detailed 1722 invoice
from Henry Penn. The original small bell has
since been recast.

Some of Penn’s bells are blank and have no
inscriptions. In these cases it needs an expert
opinion to attempt an attribution to a
particular founder. Penn cast five bells for

11. Through the kindness of Michael Thompson, then
manager for Milton Estates.

Figure 16: Bill dated 1722 from Penn
to William Browne’s Hospital
Stamford for recasting a bell. 

(William Browne’s Hospital)
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Great Casterton, Rutland. The treble is
inscribed ‘henry penn fvounder 1718’, and
the tenor ‘george maxwell, thomas
broughton churchwardens 1718’. The
other three bells are blank but obviously cast
by Penn. They may have been made during
the winter months for stock when it would
not be advisable to add an inscription. Such
bells may have been used at Great Casterton
with a tenor being cast when a deal was
made. In 1991 the five bells were refurbished
and a treble bell added. Five bells at Ely
Cathedral were once attributed to Penn. The
Tenor is inscribed ‘henry penn made me
1723’, weighing well over half a ton, but the
remaining four are blank. They appear to be
of pre-Reformation date, so some Penn bells
may have lost some.

There are doubtless more of Penn’s bells to
be discovered.12

12. For further information see the website
www.pennhenry.co.uk; questions answered at
mjlee@pennhenry.co.uk.

Figure 17: Bells of Great Casterton
Church, Rutland, as cast in 1718.

Acknowledgements

The Guildhall Museum of London.
The Public Record Office (PRO).
The staff of the Northamptonshire Record Office (NRO) and former archivists Mr. P. I. King and Miss R. Watson.

The Staff of the Record Offices of Huntington and Beverley, and of Lincolnshire Archives Office.
The Dean and Chapter Lichfield Cathedral.
The Dean and Chapter of Peterborough Cathedral, Canon Thomas Christie, Vergers and staff of Peterborough

Cathedral.
Sir Stephen and the late Lady Hastings, Milton Hall, Peterborough; Michael Colton, Peterborough Evening Telegraph;

Rivergate shopping complex, Peterborough, Richard Hillier, Peterborough Reference Library.
The Stamford Mercury Records and Archives of ancient newspapers.
For information of Stand Church; David Galloway, Whitefields Library, Manchester; 
The Radcliffe Times; Diana Todd, Stallybridge, Manchester; Dr. Leonard Smith, The Unitarian College, Manchester.
Rev. Andrew Village, Vicar of Middleton Cheney with Chacombe, the Churchwardens of Cotterstock, Castor and

St. Ives, and all the incumbents and churchwardens of the many churches visited.
Ann, my wife, bell historians G. Mason and Christopher Picford; Len Jeffries, the late Marian Lee, Michael Melia and

Christine Vialls.
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Judaism is a religion of great antiquity,
predating Christianity by well over a
thousand years. It is the oldest monotheistic
religion to which there has been a recognized
continuity of adherence. It is non-evangelical.
The history of the Jewish people has religious
and ethnic components; it is complex,
international, and specialised. With regard to
Northamptonshire, the earliest presence of a
Jewish community, almost 850 years ago,
predated the presence in the county of
Dominicans, Franciscans, Carmelites,
Augustinian Friars and the development of
Protestantism. Indeed the presence of Jews
also predates the granting of a borough
charter to Northampton in 1189.

It has only been in the last decade that
details concerning Jews in Northamptonshire
during the 19th and 20th centuries have been
systematically documented.1 This article
describes the extent and diversity of the
presence in Northamptonshire of Jews,
whether as individuals, families or comm-
unities, especially during this latter period. It
is usual to record the histories of Jews in a
town or area in terms of selected features of
their local congregations. It will be demonstr-
ated here that such an approach, although
perfectly valid in its own right, is limited.
Particular account has to be taken of those
Jews whose residence predated the formal
establishment of a religious congregation,
those who migrated, those who lived outside
the county town, and those who may have
identified themselves as Jewish but did not
affiliate themselves with synagogal activities.

Jews arrived in England at the end of the
11th century in very small numbers, the first
record of their presence in Northampton
being 1159. Jews were expelled from England
in 1290. For this period, reference should be

made to A short history of the Jews of
Northampton, 1159–1996 for further details.
Note has been made of the medieval
synagogue, the cemetery, scholars, the
preservation of the only medieval Jewish
tombstone in England, and key events such as
the Northampton Donum (1194). There does
not appear to have ever been a medieval
Jewish community in Peterborough, although
there was one in Stamford, where a synagogue
existed until 1290.2

Jews were not readmitted to England until
1656, under Cromwell. The predominant
area of settlement in the 17th and 18th
centuries was London. In the provinces,
settlement progressed only very slowly in the
18th century, particularly in ports (including
Boston, King’s Lynn, Yarmouth, Norwich,
Ipswich), but more rapidly in the 19th
century. By 1840, there were over forty towns
with established Jewish communities.3

Provincial Jews in this period had limited
occupations and were typically poor and
peripatetic, often travelling as pedlars, but not
yet wealthy enough, or possibly not welcome
enough, to establish themselves as shop-
keepers. A scrutiny of the Universal British
Directory for 1793–1798 reveals several
possible Jews including Sampson Rubin, a
jeweller, listed in Wellingborough.4 Other
probable Jews listed in those towns which
bordered the county include: Solomon
Abraham, another jeweller, listed under
Banbury;5 Samuel Myers, silversmith,
Boston;6 Abraham Samuel, silversmith,
Market Harborough;7 and Michael Joseph,
silversmith, Bedford.8 A generation later, in
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1830, Emanuel Barnet, a jeweller, was noted
at Narrow Bridge Street, Peterborough.9

There is no firm evidence of Jews settling
in Northamptonshire before 1850. However,
certain individuals before 1850 have names
suggesting Jewish ancestry. Any ascription of
a possible Jewish identity of an individual
should, for reliance, be verified with care.
There are some names which simply suggest
Jewish ancestry, but they clearly merit careful
genealogical scrutiny, for there had been small
clusters in the county of those called Levi or
Moses, who were unlikely to have had Jewish
ancestry. The three examples below may very
well have had Jewish ancestors.

Firstly, in January 1770, ‘Mr. Barnard
Moses Levy, of Northampton’ was noted in
Jackson’s Oxford Journal. ‘On Tuesday last
between the Hours of Six and Seven in the
Evening, as Mr. Barnard Moses Levy, of
Northampton, was travelling on Horseback
between Ensham [Eynsham] and Witney, he

was stopped by two Footpads near the Four-
mile Stone, and robbed.’ In April 1770, Levy
announced that he had opened a shop in the
Market Place, Witney, supplying jewellery,
silver goods, and watches, which he also
cleaned and mended. Later that year, he
announced that he attended at the market
every Tuesday at Woodstock, where he was
interested in buying old gold, silver and lace.10

Secondly, Benjamin Levi was noted in the
1793–1798 Universal British Directory of Trades,
&c;11 he was recorded as a proprietor of the
mailcoach at Northampton. However, there
is a will of a Barnard Levi of Northampton,
who died on 14h November 1810, and was a
mailcoach owner. He possessed buildings in
Horsemarket, Northampton, as well as the
Admiral Hood in Newport Pagnell, Bucks.
Whether or not Barnard and Benjamin were
the same person is a critical point, but these
forenames whenever associated with the
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Figure 1: Gonski and Davis 1861.The earliest advertisement of a Jewish business in
Northampton (Melville & Co, Directory of Northamptonshire, 1861)

9. James Pigot & Co., National Commercial Directory,
1830.

10. Jackson’s Oxford Journal, 27 January 1770, p. 3, c.2; 28
April 1770, p. 3., c.3; 20 October 1770, p. 3, c.3.
11. Universal British Directory of Trade, Commerce and
Manufacture (1793–1798), vol. 4, pt 1, p.88.



surname Levi is very suggestive of the bearer
having had Jewish ancestry.

Thirdly, the Rev. Moses Marcus, BD,
described as ‘formerly a Jew’ by Professor
David Katz,12 had Northamptonshire
connections. In 1822, having left London, he
was licensed to the cure of St Sepulchre’s,
Northampton. In 1823, he obtained his
(stipendiary) curate’s licence for Brigstock
and Stanion parish churches, during which
curacy, in 1825, he published his Hebrew
grammar. Clarification is needed to ascertain
whether Moses Marcus was a descendant of a
convert, born in 1801, also called Moses
Marcus, himself a descendant of Mordecai
Hamburger, the founder of the Hambro
Congregation in London, or was indeed a
convert himself.

Missionary activity in Northamptonshire
appears to have been perhaps less than in
neighbouring counties. The London
Missionary Society, founded in 1809,13 held
several meetings in parts of North-
amptonshire where Jews had probably never
resided, but appears to have been concerned
perhaps more with fundraising than with any
hope of possible local conversions. During
the 1830s, sermons were delivered at All
Saints’ Church, Northampton, at Kettering
and at Rothwell.14 In 1836, at Titchmarsh,
one sermon was preached by the famous

56 northamptonshire past and present

Figure 2: Major Samuel Isaac, 1812–1886. An army contractor, he established a
shoe factory, and presented the fountain in Northampton Market Square in 1863.

(Professor Bastien Gomperts)
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Professor Michael Solomon Alexander,
formerly the rabbi at the Plymouth
synagogue, but who later became the first
Anglican bishop at Jerusalem.

Evidence of converting activity is
suggested by Maurice Lissack of Bedford, a
Jew of unwavering faith, in his book Jewish
Perseverance, where he describes a conversa-
tion on the subject of conversion, which
included remarks about Northampton.15

Lissack referred elsewhere to Nathan Joseph,
a converted Jew, also from Bedford, whom
Lissack accused of ‘disgraceful conduct’ at
Chester and Northampton, implying this
took place in pulpits. One could reasonably
suspect that before 1850 there was possibly
more evangelical activity conducted in
Northamptonshire by Christians, whether by
apostates or by those baptised at birth, than
there were religious services conducted by
professing Jews.

Let us now encounter the first adequately
documented Jews in Northampton. The first
Jew in the 19th century to have resided in
Northampton more than fleetingly appears
to have been Posen-born Adolph Gonski
(c.1807–1893). Gonski’s naturalisation
papers16 imply that he was in Northampton
possibly in 1843, for in 1853 he attested to
having been in Northampton ‘for ten years
past’. He was a general dealer, based in Sheep
Street, his business partner being Joseph Davis
(c.1819–1906), who married Gonski’s sister,
Pauline (c.1827-1895). These three, Joseph
Davis, Pauline, and Adolph Gonski, stayed in
Northampton for 30 years, then returned to
London. Joseph Davis left an estate of
£21,464. Adolph Gonski was unmarried, but
in 2002, David Gonski, most probably a
collateral descendant, and author of the
Gonski Report on the film industry, was
made an Officer of the Australian Order in
2002, for his services to government
committees as a prominent businessman.
Gonski and Davis’s business was variously
described in directories (between 1847 and
1879) as a Birmingham and Sheffield
Warehouse, toy dealers, merchants, or
hardware dealers. There were very few such

successful Jews in Britain then; most were
very poor.

By contrast, although probably not strictly
a resident, the next Jew to have made an
impact on Northampton was Samuel Isaac
(1812–1886).17 He came in full measure,
although his presence was less enduring. He
was born and brought up in Chatham, where
he successfully ran an expanding group of
shops. He opened premises in St James’s
Street, and later at Jermyn Street, London,
where he acted as an army contractor and
outfitter. He obtained a contract for
supplying the British army at Weedon
barracks in 1856, but two years later this was
terminated. In 1860, he had patented an
overcoat ‘for military purposes’.18 In 1857,
Isaac had an address in Inkerman Terrace, and
he established a factory in Campbell Square,
next door to Manfield’s, becoming probably
the first in the country to accommodate
shoemaking machinery.19 He formed a
brigade of rifle volunteers in 1860, being
promoted to major in 1868, known
thereafter as ‘Major Isaac’. He donated the
fountain in the Market Square in 1863 to
commemorate the marriage of the Prince of
Wales to Princess Alexandra. The fountain
was dismantled in 1962.

Samuel Isaac planned, in 1862, to stand as
a parliamentary candidate for Northampton,
but opportunities in the developing American
Civil War soon captured his attention, and
consequently his short-lived but intense
association with Northampton was eclipsed.
His firm, Isaac Campbell and Co., supplied
arms to the Confederates, but by the end of
the Civil War, he was financially ruined,
although he later recovered. Twenty years
later, he was the main financial projector of
the Mersey railway tunnel between Liverpool
and Birkenhead, which opened in 1886.
Working with his brother Saul, who became,
in 1874, the first Jew to be elected to
Parliament in the conservative interest, the
Isaacs had considerable national and
international connections, and epitomised
Victorian versatility, and entrepreneurial
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prowess.20 After his departure, Samuel Isaac
would have been spoken about in revered
terms for at least a generation. Another
appreciated Jew was Gibraltar born David
Hatchwell (1820–1878), who spent part of
the last year of his life resident at
Rhinefelden, Billing Road; his wife was a
distant relative of Samuel Isaac’s niece.
Hatchwell was an outspoken champion of
the improvement of the treatment of the
suppressed Jews in Gibraltar.21

Jewish-owned companies were involved
in the boot and shoe industry in North-
ampton, but were often part of a larger
organisation with branches elsewhere.
William Flatau (1808–1892) had shoe
factories in Ropemaker Street, London, and
in Tottenham, and in Northampton,22 where

his address, in 1884, was in Victoria Road. In
the 1920s, leather factors Jacobs and Josephs,
of Leicester, Bermondsey and Norwich, also
had a branch in Lady’s Lane, Northampton.
Two highly respected, and exclusively local,
members of the leather industry were
George Michel and Morris Moss (c.1855-
1925), whose factory was in Dunster Road.
Moss was a native of Northampton, and was
clearly assimilated to the extent that he had
been president of the Nene Angling Club,
and was one of the founders of the
Northampton Liberal Club.23 Morris Moss’s
father was Joel Moss (died 1878), whose wife,
Sarah, was the sister of Joseph Davis,
mentioned above, who was to leave for
London. So, one of the eventual founders of
the Northampton Hebrew Congregation,
Morris Moss, was the nephew of the partner
of the earliest known Jew to be documented
as a resident in Northampton. It was,
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Figure 3: George Leopold Michel, 1834–1911. A highly respected leather merchant and
founder of the Northampton Hebrew Congregation (David Ormond Michel).

20. M. Jolles, ‘Jews and the Carlton Club, with notes on
Henri Louis Bischoffsheim and Saul Isaac, MP’ (2002).
21. Jewish Chronicle, 25 Oct 1878, letter to editor.
22. Id., 11 Nov 1892; The Shoe and Leather News, 2 Aug
1956, p. 9. 23. Northampton Independent, (NI) 18 Apr 1925, p. 28.



however, George Michel who was perceived
as the main founder of the congregation.

George Leopold Michel (1834–1911) was
born in Merxheim.24 His naturalisation
papers granted in 1880 stated that he had
been resident in Northampton for twenty
years. He was a leather merchant, and on his
premises at 37, and later 39, Newland,25

leather was bought and sold, and second-
hand and new boot- and shoe-machinery
was bought, overhauled, repaired and rebuilt.
Michel was highly esteemed for his
knowledge of the leather trade and for his
business integrity. Within the Jewish
community, he was the inspiration for setting
up regular religious services (1885), for
arranging the purchase of the synagogue
building (1890), and for securing, with
Phineas Hayman, in 1902, a small plot in the
municipal cemetery on the Towcester Road
for burial of those of the Jewish religion. By
1920, G. L. Michel & Sons was run by the
three brothers Montague, Henry and Leon
Michel; the firm continued in business for
over a century. George Michel’s daughter,
Ditta (died 1941), a typewriting agent, was
the first in Northampton to run a
typewriting school (established 1892).

The leather industry attracted several Jews
to Northampton. Lazarus Glassman (born
1862), first noted in Northampton in 1892,
was a boot and shoe finisher; he had many
children, including Daniel and Abraham,
who were killed in the First World War;
Daniel’s name appears on the Abington
Square Garden of Remembrance memorial,
on which the name of Albert Abraham
Cohen is also inscribed. Phineas Hayman
(died 1924), another founder of the Hebrew
congregation, was a shoe manufacturer based
in the Billing Road in 1889, and later became
a director of H. E. Randall Ltd, of Lady’s
Lane.26 Another firm, J. & O. Levy, leather
manufacturer, was based at St Michael’s Road
in 1894. A subsidiary business to the boot and

shoe trade was the manufacture of cardboard-
boxes for transporting shoes: Maurice Fish
arrived in Northampton from London by
1910 to set up a cardboard box factory at
Branson’s Yard in Castle Street. 

Amongst later Jewish associations with the
leather business was that of the very
occasional German or Austrian Jewish
student who arrived to study the leather
industry at the local technical college, in the
1930s.27 From 1933, Jewish refugees escaping
Nazi persecution brought over not only
capital, where possible, in order to re-establish
companies, but also their expertise in
chemistry, tanning techniques, and a very
high standard of certain types of leather
production; this benefited the British leather
industry, especially that in Northampton.
Amongst those who settled in
Northamptonshire was Hugo Hainebach
(1898–1986), an immigrant from Germany,
who set up a tannery in Earls Barton.

In the last 20 years of the 19th century,
there were other Jewish companies in
Northampton not connected with the
leather trade. Salmon & Gluckstein had set up
at the turn of the century as tobacconists in
the Drapery, and later in Mercers Row. Hart
and Levy, the Leicester-based wholesale
clothing manufacturing company,28 was
established by Joseph Levy and by Sir Israel
Hart. Hart, the most famous Jew in
Leicestershire, was elected mayor of Leicester
four times. Hart and Levy had a branch in
Burton Latimer at the Gladstone Works by
1884,29 and by 1890 another branch at
Hospital Hill, Rothwell.30 By 1889, Harry
Michaelson had arrived in Northampton
from Russia, setting up as a financial agent in
Waterloo, Northampton, being succeeded in
this role by his wife, Rebecca, several decades
later. Several other Jews had already arrived
from Tsarist Russia, for in 1881 persecution
of the Jews in Russia worsened following
Tsar Alexander II’s assassination.
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During the 1880s, a regular congregation
began to crystallise. In 1888, a document
entitled ‘Laws, Rules, and Regulations’ of the
Northampton Hebrew Congregation was
signed, conferring formality. In 1890, a
building in Overstone Road, possibly built in
about 1877, and latterly used by the ‘New
Church signified by the New Jerusalem in
the Revelation’ was purchased. The
synagogue was consecrated by the Chief
Rabbi, and later in 1890 the first wedding
took place there. The next step was to arrange
for a nearby burial ground, for until then the
deceased had to be transported as far as
Birmingham or London. A section of the
Towcester Road municipal cemetery was set
aside for the burial of those of the Jewish
faith, so that the first interment of a Jew in
consecrated ground in Northamptonshire for
over 600 years took place in April 1902. The
interred was Morris Kuyaski, a tailor, one of
the more popular occupations of Jews in
Northampton, and throughout England at

this time. The community gradually increased
until the first world war, there having been 17
Jewish families in Northampton in 1909.

1900 had seen the arrival of two brothers,
Saul (died 1954 aged 77) and Hyman
Doffman (died 1941). Saul had been
educated in Stoke-on-Trent and in Leicester,
where other family members continued to
live. The Doffmans were master tailors, one of
their shops being at the corner of the Market
Square and Abington Street, colloquially
known then as ‘Doffman’s Corner,’ and
another, later, in Gold Street. They were
highly conscientious citizens and were
dedicated to public service. Hyman was a
violinist, and Saul was interested in fine arts,
served on the Borough Libraries and Art
Gallery Committee, and presented a John
Nash landscape to the Gallery, and acted as
publicity secretary of the Northampton
Drama League.31 They were very aware of
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Figure 4: Saul Doffman, tailoring business proprietor.The first Jew to be elected a
Town Councillor (Northampton & County Independent, June 1931).

31. NI, 4 Nov 1933, p. 11.



their Jewish identity, and they would correct
any misrepresentation conveying anti-Semitic
stereotypes. Saul’s house was named ‘Alroy’!
They wrote letters criticising the degrading
treatment of Jews in Europe, and strove to
encourage good interfaith relationships. Saul
Doffman was elected president of the
Chamber of Trade, and in 1934 was elected a
town councillor,32 the first of two Jews in the
town to have been elected. 

The Doffmans were the predominant
Jewish figures in Northampton between the
wars. A small provincial Jewish community
relies heavily on the dedication of a few
individuals. One such was the Doffmans’
close friend, Leo Blake (1891–1984), who
arrived in Northampton in 1920, and was
elected treasurer and secretary of the
congregation. Blake was the founder and
honorary secretary of the town’s White
Heather Blind Social Club, for whose
members he and Mrs Blake, a milliner and
tireless charity worker, arranged an
entertainment event almost every week for
over forty years. Leo Blake was also the
founder of the Northampton branch of the
Council for Christians and Jews. Other
stalwarts in the congregation in this period
were Hyman Aber, and various members of
the Michel family. 

Between the wars, several Jews were
market traders (particularly women’s light
clothing and coats), businessmen, or
shopkeepers; others set up companies
providing employment. Elias Heymanson
(1871–1947) established the famous
Northampton furniture company, Rest
Assured.33 Edward Goldston, an electrician,
the son of a picture dealer, set up in Castilian
Street, having taken over from Lea and
Warren in Gold Street, and carried out the
complete electrical installation of the new
nurses home at Northampton General
Hospital in 1939.34 Arthur Katz, CBE
(1908–1999) was a refugee from Germany
who arrived in England in 1933. Along with
Philip Ullman, his relative, also a refugee, they
established a toy factory (Mettoy, later Corgi)
in Northampton; this employed 600 people

in 1939, and during the war produced
military equipment for the government. Katz
became chairman of the British Toy
Manufacturer’s Association in 1975.35 In the
1930s, Hans Wreschner, another refugee,
founded the Deanshanger Oxide Works,
manufacturing dyes.36 A dog-lover and
breeder, Wreschner was president of the Elk
Hound Association, and he became chairman
of South Northamptonshire district council;
the only other Jewish county councillor,
incidentally, was Joseph Pearlson, who served
in Peterborough. Apart from refugees, very
few Jews came to Northampton in the
1930s. There had been about 55 members of
the congregation in 1927, and by 1939, there
were only about 20 families or about 70
individuals altogether.

Compared with its neighbouring
counties, Northamptonshire saw a relatively
late introduction of Jewish settlement. It is
likely that many Jews would have settled in a
town well before the start of any known
communal activity and certainly before their
records began. For example, Jews had settled
in Coventry, Warwickshire, by 1780, but a
synagogue was not built there until 1870,
before which time use had been made of
Birmingham’s synagogues (and cemeteries).
At Leicester, there were about 30 Jews in the
1850s; the rapid growth of that community,
many of whose members were tailors, is
attested by 30 marriages having been
conducted there between 1885 and 1905;37

their first synagogue was in use in about
1861, and their second was built in 1897. The
first burial in Leicester’s Jewish cemetery
dates from 1902, whilst Nottingham’s first
Jewish cemetery was acquired in 1822.38

Bedford’s Jewry existed between 1787 and
1883, re-established itself rather tenuously in
1903, and reconsolidated in 1939; in 1850,
their synagogue in Offa Street had just five
seatholders. At Oxford, in 1841, there were
three Jewish households, which would
constitute the nucleus of their community for
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the next 20–30 years; in 1851, there were ten
Jewish householders. A synagogue had been
built just before 1849, and a newer one built
in 1893; but by 1917, it was virtually closed.39

Derby’s synagogue closed in 1986. This
demonstrates how precarious the communities
were. There were no 19th century synagogues
in Lincoln, Market Harborough, Stamford,
Huntingdon, Warwick, Leamington Spa,
Rugby or Banbury.

From 1933, refugees, fleeing from
increasing persecution in Austria and
Germany, arrived in England. On setting foot
on these shores, the refugees, often separated
from their families, immensely grateful for
their personal salvation, yet haunted by the
predicament of their continental co-
religionists, eschewed any pity or attention,
but applied themselves industriously, whether
at work or in training to being both useful
and self-supporting. At the declaration of
war, they pleaded to be allowed to devote
themselves energetically to the war effort.
Some refugees who had only just settled
briefly in areas such as Willesden (London)
found themselves evacuated to Northampton.

War was declared on 3rd September 1939,
and during the next few days, 39,000
evacuees arrived at Castle Station (and, over
two days, 5,400 at Wellingborough Midland
Road Station). This epic transhumance,
mainly, of course, of Londoners, had enduring
demographic, social, psychological and
economic effects. Housing, subsistence, and
education had to be organised. Religious
services had to be arranged on a much
grander scale, for those Jews who arrived
greatly preponderated in number over those
Jews who had constituted the pre-war local
community. The host Jewish community
strained every sinew to provide a welcome
for, and to support the evacuees. The kindness
of local Northamptonians was also very
considerably appreciated; this was manifest
even before the war when a young Jew who
came to Northampton to study leather was
concerned about the fate of his mother in
Austria amidst Nazi persecutions; a local
Christian went abroad at considerable
personal risk to bring her to safety.

Throughout the county, there was
considerable demographic flux. Some pre-
war local Jews left the town to assist in the
war effort. However, a few who had escaped
tyranny abroad (Italy,Austria, Germany) were
pronounced (friendly) ‘enemy aliens’, and
were transported to internment camps on the
Isle of Man in 1940. Of the hundreds of Jews
evacuated to Northampton, many have held
prominent and interesting positions since.
Rabbi Louis Isaac Rabinowitz resided in The
Avenue, Spinney Hill, Northampton, with his
wife, before being appointed chaplain to the
forces at El Alamein in 1942; he was later
Chief Rabbi in South Africa, and then
Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem. Several other
eminent rabbis evacuated from north-west
London conducted religious services in
Northampton. Whilst praying, they may well
have been unaware that they were very
probably reciting, syllable for syllable, exactly
the same passages as their scholarly co-
religionists in the town had recited 650 years
beforehand. Professionals also arrived and
took up local posts, such as Dr. Samuel Leff,
who had worked in Willesden, and became
medical officer of health for Daventry,
Brackley and Blisworth districts.40

Part of the infrastructure of support
consisted in the formation of various
institutions. A hostel, initially for refugees and
later for evacuees, was established by Isidore
Marx, himself a refugee from Germany, at
Holly Bank, Cliftonville; one pupil there was
David Winnick, later MP. A local refugee
committee was established in 1940. Threats to
the preservation of the Jewish components of
children’s education was a major concern, this
being tightened up by inspectors from
London, who also checked up on the
evacuees who were already attending classes
in Kettering, Rothwell, Wellingborough,
Thrapston and Burton Latimer. In October
1941, there were over 430 Jewish children in
the county: rabbis cycled from village to
village. A Hebrew Congregation was formed
in Kettering in January 1941, over 100 people
attending its first meeting. In Northampton,
a Jewish Youth Centre was formed in South
Street in 1943, a kosher canteen in
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Palmerston Road, and a soldier’s canteen in
St Michael’s Road. The Jewish Forces Centre
was formally opened in May 1944 in The
Riding.41 Social and study groups were
popular; these all improved cohesion and
morale. A backbone to many of these
organisations was the indefatigable North-
ampton Jewish Ladies Guild. Observance of
religious festivals, in particular Passover, the
commemoration of deliverance from servi-
tude, bore particular poignancy, several
hundred Jews attending. The pre-war local
Jewish congregation, Jewish evacuees, and
later, a few who had escaped concentration
camps and appalling conditions under the
Nazis attended these services. Jewish
servicemen, for whatever reason they
happened to be in Northampton at that time,
joined in the festival services. The
Northampton and County Independent claimed
that in December 1943, one thousand Jewish
civilians and servicemen attended the
Chanukah festival at the Town Hall.42

Jews energetically applied to serve in the
British (or Commonwealth) armed forces in
every possible capacity at the earliest
opportunity. Refugees, not initially permitted
to bear arms, typically joined the Pioneer
Corps. On the airfields, Jews fought in the
Czech Air Force; American Jewish pilots also
served. One such was USAAF Captain
Nathan H. Mazer, who, based at Grafton
Underwood, risked his life by defusing a
bomb on the airfield in 1944, for which
courageous act he was awarded the Bronze
Star Medal. Mazer had also acted as an
officiant in religious services.43 Awareness of
the deteriorating conditions abroad
consolidated the quest for a national
homeland, provided for in the 1917 Balfour
Declaration. Jews looked forward to a land of
peace and of freedom from tyranny, which
they hoped to establish by their own hard
labour. A Zionist Society was formed in
Northampton in February 1940, and in
Newport Pagnell, pioneer workers
(‘Hechalutzim’), organised in 1942, usefully
toiled in the fields whilst learning agricultural

techniques, which they hoped they would be
able to employ in the Holy Land in a less
perilous future. It was not until near the end
of the war that the horrific scale of the
infernal treatment of Jews in genocidal
programmes in Europe came to light. Jews
and gentiles alike were deeply affected by the
holocaust and the virtual annihilation of
Central and Eastern European Jewish
civilisation.

Whilst tiny, Northampton Jewry pre-
occupied themselves with their necessary
routines and religious observances, the gentile
Northampton public were hardly unaware of
the cultural contribution made by Jews
nationally. As early as 1862, the London
composer Charles Kensington Salaman gave
lectures in Gold Street on Beethoven and
Weber.44 Salaman had been a teacher of
Professor Ebenezer Prout, the Oundle-born
(Congregationalist) composer. In the 1890s,
Joachim apparently played at the town hall in
the 1890s in aid of a nursing home.45 In 1914,
1919, and twice in 1943, Benno Moiseiwitsch
played piano recitals to great acclaim.46 Myra
Hess performed a recital in 1920. Pianist
Harold Samuel was a judge of the Leonard
Borwick open piano scholarship held at 27,
Drapery, in 1926. In 1927, pianist Mark
Hambourg gave a concert. In 1933 Fritz
Kreisler promised to endow a bed at the
Memorial Musicians Convalescent Home,
Billing Hall,47 and in the same year Israel
Zangwill’s drama ‘The Melting Pot’ was
performed by the Northampton Repertory
Players.48 Harold M. Abrahams, the Bedford-
born Olympic gold medallist athlete, spoke to
Northampton Men’s Own, in 1933.49 The
anguish and weariness of wartime conditions
would have been relieved by performances
from Richard Tauber, who sang in
Northampton in January 1941,50 and in
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October the same year, Solomon played a
Brahms, Beethoven, Schumann and Chopin
piano recital.51

Just as virtuoso Jewish performers had
successfully entertained educated audiences
at recitals, mass entertainment was to be
found in the cinema. Three Northampton
cinemas which provided entertainment in
the post-war years were owned and managed
devotedly by Myer and Sydney Cipin: the
Ritz on the Welford Road, the Plaza on the
Wellingborough Road, and the Tivoli in Far
Cotton. Myer Cipin had appeared in Will
Hay’s 1935 ‘Boys Will Be Boys’, as a stand-in
for Graham Moffatt.52 In Kettering, the
Regal, which opened in 1936, was owned by
Cohen and Rafler, but in 1948 was taken
over by Cecil and Sidney Bernstein, its name
changing to Granada. Performers who played
there included Joe Loss, Geraldo, Ambrose,
Nat Gonella, and the piano duettists Rawicz
and Landauer.53 In 1941, within a period of a
few months, at the Embassy Theatre,
Peterborough, the public were treated to,
amongst others, violinist Albert Sandler, and
Harry Roy, Maurice Winnick and Joe Loss
and their respective bands.54 Whilst Jews
throughout the world were being increas-
ingly persecuted, those Jews who attained
public acclaim not only provided the general
public with much appreciated entertainment,
but also afforded moral support and
psychological reassurance for those Jews who
felt a common bond with them.

During the war, industrialists and
businessmen brought their businesses from
London to Northampton. Some uprooted
themselves temporarily, re-establishing
themselves again in London or elsewhere
after the war; others, however, stayed in
Northamptonshire, having found it congenial
and conducive to settle locally on a
permanent basis. Several local industries were
founded by or continued by Jews. Warren
Julius Wolff, chairman of Giesen and Wolff

Ltd, a fine arts publishing company, moved to
Northampton from London during World
War Two,55 and he helped ease the cost of the
rebuilding of the synagogue in Overstone
Road in 1965. Just south of Kettering, at
Cransley furnaces, was George Cohen and
Sons’ steel and engineering firm, a company
which had originated elsewhere in 1834;56

their activities included the dismantling of the
nation’s old steam locomotives

The post-war local community, conscien-
tious, public spirited and industrious, could
reflect on the deeds on some of their
members. Corporal Montague Ritterband,
who lost his life serving in the Korean
conflict in 1951 was one of the three
Northamptonians who were commemorated
on the recently erected Abington Square
memorial.57 Local philanthropic activities
included that of Benjamin Jolles (1906
–1985), a retired consultant radiotherapist and
cancer specialist, who arrived in Northamp-
ton in 1944, and was the founder of Cynthia
Spencer House, a continuing care home in
the grounds of Manfield Hospital. It was
opened by Queen Elizabeth, the Queen
Mother in May 1976, and a Day Care Unit
was opened by Diana, Princess of Wales, in
1985. In 2000, over half the in-patients in the
county who were admitted for palliative care
were treated at Cynthia Spencer House.58

In the 1960s, the Northampton Jewish
community numbered over 300, about 200
in 1980, and today considerably fewer. By
1995, 265 Jews had been buried in the local
Jewish cemetery, only 20 of whom were
buried before 1939. Peterborough, by
contrast, had no formalised Jewish
community before the Second World War.
There had been just a few Jews resident in
Peterborough before. Tailors resident in
Peterborough included Hyman Levy
(1901),59 Louis Levine (1927), and David
Joseph Hyman (1927). In September 1939,
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over a thousand evacuees arrived in
Peterborough and the surrounding area, a
small percentage of whom were Jews. One
early source for anxiety after arrival was the
separation of children from their mothers. A
newspaper article mentioned the surnames of
some of the children missed by their mothers.
Readers could now contrast English names
with these: Cohen, Lixemberg, Staminsky,
Eisenberg, Levine, Mendelssohn, Rosen and
David.60 By October 1939, it was suggested
that a troop of scouts could be formed out of
Jewish evacuees.61 Soon, a large proportion of
the evacuees were to return to London. By
1940, Rev. Barry Greenberg, OCF, officiated
at religious services held at the
Congregational Church Hall, Westgate. An
early officiant was Aaron Lewis, who acted as
Reader to the Congregation, enabling

religious services to be conducted. After the
war, most of the Jewish evacuees left
Peterborough and returned to London. Some
Jews who had settled in the area had
originally arrived whilst serving in local
USAAF or RAF bases. Between 1945 and
1949, there were 118 Jews in the city.62 In
1953, when there were only 25 families in
Peterborough, a synagogue was built in
Cobden Avenue, the foundation stone being
laid on 29th November.63 After the secession
of the Soke of Peterborough from
Northamptonshire in 1965, perhaps the most
famous Jew resident in the Soke was the
poetess Lottie Kramer; born in Mainz, she
emigrated to England in 1939 and arrived at
Longthorpe in 1968.64
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Figure 5: The Honourable Nathaniel Charles Rothschild, 1877–1923. Scientist.
Founder of the Society for the Promotion of Nature Reserves, and effectively the ‘father of

conservation’ in the British Isles (The Hon. Dame Miriam Rothschild, DBE, FRS).
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Diminution of the number of Jews was
often brought about by out-marriage, but
conversion to Christianity was not
inconsiderable. This was often a necessity, in
any event, for many, in order to graduate or
to advance their careers, such as those in the
teaching or military professions. A number of
scions of the illustrious or pioneering Anglo-
Jewish gentry families were no exception. A
connoisseur’s parlour game could consist of
identifying which apostatised family
members from these families may have had
Northamptonshire associations. For example,
Benjamin Disraeli, born a Jew, baptised at 12,
became prime minister in 1868; his first
cousin, George Basevi (1794–1845), the
architect, also an apostate, had a great-
grandson, Paul Basevi, born in Daventry in
1896. The first professing Jew to be appointed
to the Privy Council, was Sir George Jessel
(1824–1883) who became Master of the
Rolls; his great-grandson, Charles John Jessel,
married Shirley, daughter of John Waters of
Billing Road, Northampton.65

Amongst those who did not turn their
back on their ancestral faith was Major-
General William Richard Beddington
(1893–1975), CBE, the eminent soldier, who
lived at Whittlebury House, Towcester, during
the 1960s. He was the son of Gerald Ernest
Beddington, CBE, Treasurer of the Anglo-
Jewish Association, and a vice-president of
the Jewish Board of Guardians,66 a model
philanthropic charity. Herbert A. Silverman,
an expert on economics and industrial
organisation lived at Geddington Priory.67

During the 1980s, John Montefiore-Vita
lived in the county; he was a relative of Sir
Moses Montefiore, the foremost British Jew
of the 19th century.

A Jewish family of pre-eminent national
and international significance, but notably
with Buckinghamshire and London
associations, is the Rothschild family. Some
time after 1855, an estate at Ashton, near
Oundle, was bought by Baron Lionel Nathan
de Rothschild. In 1871, the Landowner’s
Census confirmed that Rothschild owned
1772 acres in Northamptonshire in the

Ashton-Polebrook area. The 1874 electoral
register for Northants North shows that
Lionel Nathan de Rothschild, Anthony de
Rothschild and Mayer Amschel de
Rothschild had been landowners in Ashton
and Lutton parishes. Interestingly, Lionel
(1808–1879), who was the first professing
Jew in England to sit and vote in House of
Commons (1858), was apparently permitted
to vote in Peterborough in 1874 although he
was contesting the City of London seat.68 A
Rothschild Prize for general science, later for
biology, was established at Oundle School in
1884.69 In 1891 (and in 1911), the banker
Nathaniel Mayer Rothschild, first Lord
Rothschild, (1840–1915) was elected
President of the Peterborough Agricultural
Society, a position which his own son
(Nathaniel) ‘Charles’ Rothschild
(1877–1923)70 held in 1904. The Ashton
estate, which proved to be a wild life paradise,
had been given to Charles by his father as his
country residence. Charles converted both
the main house to a mansion and the gardens
to a much-admired attraction for the many
visitors who enjoyed its keenly maintained
natural history, and he also modernised the
village of Ashton and its water supply
(making it possibly the first village in England
in which all the houses had bathrooms).
Charles was a banker, scientist and
entomologist, specialising in butterflies and
fleas. It was due to his meticulous research, of
noted benefit to medicine, that the types of
rat-flea responsible for the transmission of
plague were clearly identified. A popular
figure, he made many bequests both to
individuals, organisations and to the nation,
his entire flea collection having been
bequeathed to the Natural History Museum.
That was not his only legacy, for, concerned
with the prospect of the extinction of various
species and local forms of wildlife, he became
the leading pioneer in the drive for the
formation of and preservation of nature
reserves. It was Rothschild himself who, in
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May 1912, founded the Society for the
Promotion of Nature Reserves, the earliest
organisation from which the present Wildlife
Trust is directly derived. Rothschild
presented to the Ministry of Agriculture in
1915 the exhaustive list that he had compiled
of all the sites throughout the British Isles
suitable as potential nature reserves.

Charles’s daughter, Miriam, born at Ashton
Wold in 1908, not only continued her father’s
entomological research, but also made her
own prodigious set of important
contributions to biology. She was, for
example, the first to prove that rabbits were
parasitised by the rabbit flea, which she had
herself first suggested was responsible for the
transmission of myxomatosis in the UK. She
was also the first to demonstrate that the
maturation of the rabbit-flea was dependent
on the fleas imbibing mammalian hormones
from their host, the rabbit, which only it
could provide. These experiments were
conducted by her in Northamptonshire.
Realising the importance of the survival of
the nation’s flora and fauna, she devoted
herself tirelessly to the cause of conservation.
One of the first to realise that wild flowers
could be used as crops, she planted, at Ashton,
in 1969, on a scientific basis, the first fields of
wild flowers, a project which had far-
reaching beneficial consequences on the
countryside. Her brother, Victor (1910–
1990), banker and scientist, played cricket for
Northamptonshire against Somerset before
his 20th birthday. He hit his first ball in
county cricket for four, and made 36 against
Nottinghamshire ‘with Larwood in full cry’.71

He was awarded the Military Cross for
counter-sabotage, chaired government
committees and became the first director-
general of the Central Policy Review Staff in
1971. Both Miriam and Victor were elected
Fellows of the Royal Society, the first brother
and sister ever to have achieved this.
Nathaniel Charles Rothschild, who was, in
1902, the first Jew in the county to be
appointed a magistrate, was appointed High
Sheriff for Northampton-shire on 20th
March 1905, one of his responsibilities being

the supervision in the county of the 1906
Parliamentary General Election. He was also
president of the Peterborough Natural
History, Scientific and Archaeological Society
in 1909, a post held in 1913–1914 by his
brother Lionel Walter Rothschild
(1868–1937), whose private zoological
research museum at Tring was the largest in
the world.72

Northamptonshire Jewry has left a diverse
legacy, not only in science, industry, the
professions, and civic and commercial life, but
also in sport and the arts. In politics, two Jews
stood as contestants in parliamentary
elections in the county; both stood as
conservatives, neither were local, and both
were unsuccessful. Councillor Jacob (John)
Jacobs, from Handsworth, Staffordshire stood
for one of the two Northampton Borough
seats at the 1895 general election; Major R.
A. Raphael, MC, a scion of the Raphael
merchant banking family contested Welling-
borough in the October 1924 general
election. The small architectural legacy left by
Jewish artists consists of the plans made by
George Basevi for the tower and spire of St.
Matthew’s Church, Eye, posthumously added
in 1857. Stained glass windows at All Saints,
Middleton Cheney, are attributed to Simeon
Solomon (1840–1905). Hans Feibusch
(1898–1998) created the wall painting in the
south transept of All Hallows, Wellingborough.
The postwar generation has produced
Matthew Engel, born in Northampton in
1951; he was Sports Journalist of the Year in
the British Press Awards, and was appointed
editor of Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack in
1993. Actress Lesley Joseph, whose great-
grandfather was Rabbi Abraham Mundy,73 a
distinguished rabbi and scholar, was also born
in Northampton.

Although the centenary of the congrega-
tion was commemorated in 1988, Jews have
maintained an unbroken presence in North-
amptonshire for over 150 years. One can look
back to the days when the first individuals
arrived in the hope of finding some
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livelihood. Communal worship became,
perforce, a secondary consideration. The
community built up rapidly, such that by
1902, there were religious services, a
synagogue, a cemetery, and a minister. At the
beginning of the 20th century, the ministers
who served were poor, if not occasionally
destitute, and stayed only for short periods.
After World War Two, there was an
uninterrupted series of ministers, for between
1945 and 1965, the size of the local
congregation consisted of up to around 300
individuals. Even though the local comm-
unity, now much smaller in actual numbers,
still flourishes, the last locally resident
officiant, Harold Silman (1920–2002), retired
in 1992 after 21 years’ service.

One may tend to gauge the number of
Jews in Northamptonshire simply as some
intuitively derived coefficient of the official
size of the membership of the local Hebrew
Congregation. Instead, this article has
demonstrated that a much broader and more
comprehensive survey and scrutiny is
required to recognise, with more accuracy,
the greater extent and, more interestingly, the
demographic diversity of their presence in
the county.
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Oswald Barron: Editor of the Victoria County History
Northamptonshire Families

PETER GORDON

The Victoria County History volumes,
Northamptonshire Families, published in 1906,
are well-known to local historians, but little
has been written about its Editor, Oswald
Barron. Furthermore, it is clear that he played
an important part in the shaping of sections
of other Northamptonshire volumes, as will
be shown.

Barron was born in Constantinople on 3rd
January 1868 and spent most of his life in
Brook Green, West London. His educational
record is obscure, apart from the fact that he
attended Merchant Taylors’ School between
1877 and 1883, and soon became interested
in heraldry and genealogy. One of his first
independent publications was a new edition
of the Parliamentary Roll which appeared in
The Genealogist in 1895. Barron earned his
living as a journalist, a career which he
successfully pursued for the rest of his life. He
wrote a nightly article, using the pseudonym
‘The Londoner,’ for the leading London
newspaper, the Evening News, on a very wide
range of topics, including loving descriptions
of his cats; his articles provided him with a
platform for airing his views and prejudices
to a large and appreciative audience. In a
collection of them published in 1924 under
the title Day In and Day Out, he extolled the
virtues of clear English, a campaign which he
had long fought: ‘Good English is plain
English and to say in plain English what you
mean to say will save you a lot of
trouble … Jargon drives the good and plain
English out of your head.’1 Barron was a great
talker, loved company and liked to be
controversial in his utterances.2

The great opportunity to display his
knowledge of heraldry and genealogy came
in 1899 with the coming of the Victoria
County History project, named after the
Queen. Its aim was to create an encyclopaedic
history of the English counties in detail,

including social, agrarian, economic,
ecclesiastical and archaeological aspects. The
resultant volumes, based on meticulous
research, were to be the result of local
initiatives within each county. Herbert Arthur
Doubleday (1867–1941), a keen genealogist
and an expert on the peerage, had been the
joint founder of the publishing firm of
Archibald Constable & Co in 1891, and he
was anxious to see the project become a
reality. Doubleday became chief editor of the
series and made enquiries in Northampton-
shire with a view to setting up a committee.
The antiquarian, Dr. Charles Cox, and the
barrister-author, W. Ryland D. Adkins, were
appointed local editors. Subsequently an
agreement was signed by them with
Constable on 4th November 1899 for the first
volume,3 a general introduction to the county.
Barron was employed by Doubleday to
comment on various sections.4

Barron’s attitude towards the simplification
and accessibility of all matters medieval was
soon apparent. In an article published in
1902, he pleaded for a return to a simpler and
more reasonable system of blazonry (the art
of describing heraldic devices or armorial
bearings), stating that ‘The iron laws of
blazonry as laid down in the heraldry books
had neither common sense nor ancient
prescription to back them.’5These views were
put to the test in a dispute with one
distinguished contributor to the first volume,
Albert Hartshorne. The son of the Rev. C. H.
Hartshorne, Rector of Holdenby, 1855–65,
he was the author of Recumbent Monumental
Effigies in Northamptonshire (1876) and
Portraiture in Recumbent Effigies (1899), both
standard works on the subject. Invited by
Doubleday to provide the section on
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Northamptonshire Monumental Effigies,
Hartshorne was astonished to receive his
proofs containing Barron’s amendments. On
15th June 1901 he protested in the strongest
terms to Doubleday on the changes, such as
the substitution of ‘gold’ and ‘silver’ for or and
arg, in his heraldic account and with gules,
azure and sable being written out in full. ‘It
seems to me,’ Hartshorne continued, ‘to be a
most ugly and inconvenient change,
unauthorized by any proper precedent.’
Furthermore, he pointed out the travesty of
the heraldic attributes on an ancient family as
a ‘sitting griffin’ or a ‘lion sitting’. He asked
Doubleday for an assurance that before the
proofs went further ‘this newfangled fantastic
diction will be abandoned.’6 He was not
assuaged by Doubleday’s reply and wrote
back, ‘I do not think it would be of the least
advantageous for me to enter into a war of
words with Mr. Barron …7 He added later, ‘Is

it not the fact that you ingeniously hoped to
attach me to the tail of Mr. Barron’s rickety
heraldic chariot, and to secure the weight of
my name in Northamptonshire in support of
the newfangled fantastic heraldic diction
which you well know is condemned by the
officers of arms of the three Colleges, the
legal guardians of the science?’ Hartshorne
returned the proofs, deleting all references to
heraldry.8

In 1902 Barron created a platform for his
views and those of similar minds on heraldry
and genealogy with a journal The Ancestor,
published quarterly. In the first issue in an
editorial, Barron stated that he hoped that the
journal would be regarded as the central
authority on these subjects, and that they
would be dealt with in the light of ‘the new
criticism’.9 This criticism, mainly directed at
the Heralds’ College, had as its central theme
the doctrine that all arms not matriculated at
the College, however ancient, were bogus.10

Genealogy, in Barron’s view, was to be based
on research into recorded evidence in order
to eliminate spurious pedigrees. He pleaded
for a simpler and more reasonable system of
blazonry and that heraldry must be studied in
its medieval examples.11 One of Barron’s
firmest supporters throughout the journal’s
existence was the historian Horace Round, a
fierce controversialist in his writings.12

In the twelfth and final issue of The
Ancestor, Barron summed up what had been
achieved: ‘It encouraged the student and the
tiro, praised good men, and though a thought
over mild with the crank and the charlatan we
have lashed their impostures … In many a
merry chase we have hunted that deceitful
monster the family legend of ancestry.’ In his
anonymous envoi to the journal, he remarked
that one of the reasons for bringing it to an
end was the increasing calls on his time with

Figure 1: Oswald Barron in uniform as
Maltravers Herald-Extraordinary

(Bath Weekly Chronicle and Herald,
30th September 1939, p. 8)
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the Victoria County History project. He
wrote, ‘With the great progress of the scheme
for writing upon broad lines the histories of
the counties of England, involving armorial
and genealogical work on a vast scale, a mass
of new editorial labour is thrown upon his
hands.’13 In this context, Barron was referring
not only to his general advisory duties to
Doubleday but also his commitment to
editing the Victoria County History family
history volumes for Northamptonshire. From
its origins to its publication in 1906
Northamptonshire Families occupied much of
Barron’s time for six years.

The General Introduction to the work
opened with a challenging statement and a
warning: ‘Were we to set up the possession of
rightfully borne arms as a condition for
inclusion in our volumes we should bar the
door to some of the greatest names in
England … The ancient houses which have
been on their lands since the days of piked
shoon will be here drawn forth from the
throng, and will be no longer overshadowed
in print by the new men with a Wardour
Street pedigree from Anglo-Saxon thanes. If
here and there we should lop half a dozen
generations from a tall family tree of age and
renown, our scythe work amongst the
brushwood of modern fiction will be yet
more distinctive.’14

Much of the work was carried out by
means of visits to family homes, often
accompanied by Doubleday, to scrutinise
surviving documents, though Barron
admitted that not all living members of the
families were willing to co-operate.15 We are
fortunate in having a description of one
successful visit. On Saturday 19th January
1901, Lady Knightley of Fawsley Hall, herself
a keen amateur genealogist, wrote in her
Journal:

On Thursday … in the evening arrived Mr. and
Mrs. O’Brien and Mr. Isham Longden to meet Mr.
Doubleday the Editor of the great Victoria County
History and Mr. Barron, the genealogical expert who
is undertaking the pedigree volumes. The Knightley

pedigree has been selected as one of the oldest and
most interesting in the Kingdom, to set the standard
of work, and it is quite wonderful how much
additional information he has collected. I was very
pleased to find my collections of 30 years come in
useful. He is very revolutionary in some of his
heraldic views and very cocksure about everything
but he evidently aims at the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, and we may think
ourselves fortunate only to have the original
Rainald lopped off, whom they claim to have
proved to have left no children. However, there are
compensations. The Spencers have lost 15
generations and the Feilding claim to be Princes of
the House of Habsburg is absolutely disproved.
There will be searchings of heart when that book
comes out.16

On the completion of Northamptonshire
Families, Barron continued to pursue his
various fields of interest. He provided the
armorial bearings of peers for the 1910
edition of Cokayne’s The Complete Peerage,17

wrote numerous articles for the 11th edition
of Encyclopaedia Britannica (1911), including
topics such as arms and armour and Tudor
families, as well as several articles on
individual families. At the same time, he
continued with his everyday job as a
journalist. Barron’s relationship with the
Colleges of Arms had for many years, not
surprisingly, been less than harmonious.
However, as time progressed his armorial
standpoint became more generally accepted
by the Colleges. This was signalled, much to
Barron’s great delight, by his appointment as
Maltravers Pursuivant Extraordinary in time
to officiate at the Coronation of George VI in
1937, when he led the Queen’s procession in
Westminster Abbey.18

The outbreak of the Second World War
two years later deeply affected Barron’s
already weak constitution and he died in

13. The Ancestor, Vol. 12, Jan. 1905, p.4.
14. O. Barron, Victoria County History, Northamptonshire
Families, (London, Constable, 1906), vol. 1, p. xix.
15. Ibid., p. xxi.

16. P. Gordon, Politics and Society, the Journals of Lady
Knightley of Fawsley, 1885–1913 (Northampton,
Northamptonshire Record Society, 1999), p. 329. Charles
Langham of Cottesbrooke also congratulated Barron on
his ‘most splendid work’ adding, ‘I am very glad your book
came out when it did, as in a very few years we shall I fear
no longer be a Northamptonshire family.’ Langham to
Barron, 16 July 1906, Barron Papers, 728/16, Society of
Antiquaries, London.
17. See Preface to V. Gibbs (ed.), The Complete Peerage (St
Catherine Press, London, 1910), p. xi.
18. Bath Weekly Chronicler and Herald, 30 Sept 1939, p. 8.
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Bath on 24th September 1939 aged 71.19 He
had made a notable contribution towards
modernising the science of heraldry and
geneaology over a period of 40 years.
Although he expressed regrets at not

achieving a major work on heraldry, his
undoubted lasting achievement are the two
magnificent quarto volumes of the Victoria
County History Northamptonshire Families.

19. ‘Oswald Barron’, C. S. Nichols (ed.), Dictionary of
National Biography. Missing Persons (Oxford, Oxford
University Press, 1994), p. 46.



The 1960 edition of Who’s Who has under
the entry for Sir Gyles Isham: ‘born 31
October 1903; … only surviving son of Sir
Vere Isham, 11th Bt., and Millicent, daughter
of late Henry Halford Vaughan.’ It continues
with details of his career: Rugby School and
then to Magdalen College, Oxford, (with
which the Isham family had historic links);
President of both the Oxford University
Dramatic Society (OUDS) and the Oxford
Union; an acting career that included Prince
Hal in the inaugural performance of the
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at Stratford-
upon-Avon; a distinguished war service and
then the life of a country squire, running the
estate, taking care of Lamport and its
contents; publication and editorial work for
the Northamptonshire Record Society; FSA
and DL until his death on 29th January 1976.
As his Who’s Who entry indicates, Gyles had
had an elder brother, who died (from an
infection, I believe) in the First World War. He
also had a sister, Virginia of whom we shall
hear more.

Sir Gyles’s theatrical career will be the
theme of this paper, no attempt being made
to cover the other facets of his life. I met Sir
Gyles only once. In the summer of 1974, I
organised the first of a still continuing series
of theatre summer schools at the University
Centre in Northampton and wrote to Sir
Gyles asking him to give a talk about his
personal experience in the theatre. This he
kindly agreed to do, but my recollection of
the occasion is that instead of recounting his
own remarkable theatrical career (as he had
done to the Friends of Kettering Art Gallery
and Museum on 16th November 1972)1, Sir
Gyles spoke in more general terms of the
history and development of the theatre from
Shakespeare’s day, using the Lamport Hall
copy of Shakespeare’s second folio as an

enviable visual aid. As I escorted him to his
car it became apparent that he had forgotten
something. Yes, the second folio had been left
behind, but was retrieved and taken back to
Lamport where I trust it still is.

In retrospect Sir Gyles’s approach to his
talk that day is certainly intriguing and
possibly revealing. Was it his natural modesty
(a character trait to which I shall return) that
accounted for his reluctance to recount his
own career in the theatre? Or was it the
historian/scholar manqué coming to the fore
in what after all was a university setting? Or
had I simply not indicated clearly enough
what I wanted?

Sir Gyles’s decision to bring the second
folio with him has recently taken on more
significance. A few weeks ago I mentioned Sir
Gyles to my former colleague Roger Warren,
himself an OUDS luminary of the 1960s,
who observed ‘presumably it was he who
presented to the English Faculty Library,
Oxford, a copy of Steevens’s 1793 edition of
Shakespeare, annotated by H. H. Vaughan;
these annotations include a brilliantly simple
solution to a crux in Pericles.’ True enough. In
his prefatory note to the revised edition of
Pericles in 1968, J. C. Maxwell wrote:

I have also been fortunate enough to be able to
consult marginalia by H. H. Vaughan, author of New
Readings and New Renderings of Shakespeare’s Tragedies
(1878–86), who annotated an interleaved copy of
Steevens’s edition of 1793 with a view to
publication. Through the generosity of Sir Gyles
Isham, these volumes are now in the English Faculty
Library, Oxford. I quote the annotations as ‘Vaughan
MS’.2

Henry Halford Vaughan (1811–1885),
Regius Professor of Modern History at
Oxford (1848–58), was Gyles Isham’s
maternal grandfather. He was also a kinsman
of Charles John Vaughan, headmaster of

The Gyles Isham Centenary Tribute Lecture, 
Lamport Hall, 2003

RICHARD FOULKES

1. Sir Gyles Isham gave his talk to the Friends of
Kettering Gallery and Museum, of which he was president
at the time, on 16 November 1972. Fortunately Tony
Ireson took notes of which he later (14 November 1977)
supplied me with a transcript.

2. J. C. Maxwell ed., Pericles, Cambridge 1968. The
emendation for Act 4, Scene 3, lines 14–15 is given on p.
168. Roger Warren, to whom I am indebted for this
information, incorporates Vaughan’s emendation in his
edition of Pericles (Oxford, 2003).
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Harrow School and his brother David James
Vaughan, vicar of St Martin’s in Leicester
where under the influence of F. D. Maurice
he started a Working Men’s College. Vaughan
College, the university’s adult education
centre in the city, is named after David
Vaughan and his photograph still hangs there.

The reason we are here at Lamport today
is because Gyles Isham was the twelfth
baronet, but some attention to his maternal
lineage can be rewarding. H. H. Vaughan his
maternal grandfather married Adeline whose
mother had been born Maria Pattle. A
familiar name? Probably not, but how about
Maria’s sister Julia Margaret Cameron, or
Maria’s youngest daughter Julia whose
second marriage was to Sir Leslie Stephen
with whom she had four children including
Vanessa and Virginia, better known as Vanessa
Bell and Virginia Woolf. I am not sure exactly
what the relationship between Virginia Isham
and Virginia Woolf was … first cousin once
removed, I think, but Virginia was certainly a
favourite Pattle name.

Coincidentally I have been reminded of
these connections through my current
research on Lewis Carroll in connection with
which I have been reading about that other
famous Victorian amateur photographer Julia
Margaret Cameron, whose biographer Brian
Hill wrote:

Henry and Adeline Vaughan had four daughters too.
One of them, Millicent, married Sir Vere Isham, the
eleventh holder of a baronetcy, which goes back to
the reign of Charles I. Their two children, Giles [sic]
and Virginia, both showed an aptitude for the stage.
He was a leading actor in the OUDS when he was
up at Oxford and later, on the professional stage, a
memorable Horatio to John Gielgud’s Hamlet at the
Old Vic in 1930. He has played many Shakespearean
parts there and at Stratford-upon-Avon, but gave up
the stage on succeeding to the baronetcy in 1941.
Sir Giles is one of the male Pattle descendants who
has enjoyed a share in the good looks which have
largely followed the female line. Tall and blond, he
was a striking figure on the stage in his youth.3

It seems it was just as well that Gyles took
after his maternal grandmother rather than
his maternal grandfather since my Carroll

research threw up a description of Henry
Halford Vaughan by Dean Liddell of Christ
Church, now remembered – if at all – as the
father of ‘Alice in Wonderland’. Liddell
wrote:

Vaughan’s personal appearance was striking. His
features were large, well-defined, and mobile,
especially his eyes. They revealed at one time bright
enjoyment of some humorous thought or word, or
admiration of some strong and vigorous sentiment;
at another time they were fixed on you with an
intensity of expression that seemed to pierce to your
very soul. He had an immense ‘fell’ of rough hair, of
which his father the judge once said, ‘To my certain
knowledge the masons refused to buy Halford’s hair
to mix with their mortar; it was, they said, too
coarse.’ This gave a sort of wild Olympian character
to his head.4

Expressive eyes might be valuable features for
an actor, but ‘a “fell” of rough hair’ would
hardly be an asset.

I do not know at quite what age Gyles
Isham first cut ‘a striking figure’, but in his
Kettering talk he dated his interest in theatre
back to the age of four when in an attempt
to get his son to overcome his shyness Sir Vere
encouraged him to appear in a play about
King Alfred and the cakes. At St Leonards,
where his family lived whilst Lamport was
let, Gyles saw Fred Terry and Julia Neilson in
The Scarlet Pimpernel, (Sir) John Martin-
Harvey in The Only Way and later in London
(Sir) John Hare and (Sir) Gerald du Maurier.
The fact that actors now received
knighthoods in their own right must of
course have helped to make the theatre a
more acceptable career for the son of a
baronet. I remember Virginia Isham saying
that Sir Vere chose Rugby School
(presumably rather than Eton) because it
would equip Gyles for earning his living, but
the Vaughan connection with Rugby was
well established. The theatre was almost
certainly not what Sir Vere had in mind for
his son, but there was a precedent in the great
actor-manager William Charles Macready
known as the ‘Eminent Tragedian’, who was
a pupil at the school in the early 19th century.
Whether or not Macready was a role model,

3. Brian Hill Julia Margaret Cameron A Victorian Family
Portrait, London 1973, p. 181.

4. Revd Henry L. Thompson Henry George Liddell DD
Dean of Christ Church, Oxford. A Memoir, London 1899, pp.
124–5.
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whilst at Rugby Gyles immersed himself in
school drama. He appeared in John
Masefield’s The Faithful and John
Galsworthy’s Strife, Masefield certainly
attended a performance and Galsworthy
possibly did. Perhaps encouraged by such
exponents of dramatic art, Gyles himself also
tried his hand at playwriting: The Curate’s
Reputation A Farce in One Act is dated 1919
and reflects the author’s exuberant, if still
adolescent, humour with the Dramatis
Personae consisting principally of the Rubble
family: Constansius the Squire, Wilfred his
nephew, Ethelfrida his sister and Violet his
daughter. The scene is described as Howell
Manor, Ditchington Episcopi and the time as
‘About 25 minutes’.5

When he wrote this play Gyles was 16, just
a few months older than John Gielgud (b.
14th April 1904) who, as he recalls in his
autobiography Early Stages, in the summer of
1920 joined the Ishams at St Leonards:

I had appeared in Shakespeare too. I met Virginia
Isham, Gyles Isham’s sister, at a May Week dance at
Cambridge, and she asked me to play Orlando in
some performances of As You Like It which were to
be given in the garden of a rectory at St. Leonards,
where she lived, and in the grounds of Battle Abbey.
There was a cast of young hopefuls for this
production too, including Eric Dance, Bruce
Belfrage and Martin Browne (who lately produced
Murder in the Cathedral with such success). I was
sixteen by now, and very vain. I affected very light
grey flannels braced much too high, silk socks,
broad-brimmed soft hats, and even, I blush to admit,
an eye-glass upon occasion, and I wore my hair very
long and washed it a great deal to make it look fluffy
and romantic. For Orlando I slipped off to a
hairdresser in St. Leonards and asked the man to
wave it – ‘For a play’, I added hastily, ‘Certainly, sir,’
he said. ‘I suppose you’d be in the Pierrot Company
that’s opening on the Pier this week.’ Undaunted, I
strode on to the lawn at the first performance, drew
my sword fiercely, and declaimed: ‘Forbear, and eat
no more!’ – but unfortunately I tripped over a large
log and fell flat on my face. This was only the
beginning of my troubles, for in the last act, when I
pointed to the path where I was expecting
Rosalind, with ‘Ah, here comes my Ganymede’ –
no Ganymede was to be seen. I said the line again,
with a little less confidence this time; still no one

appeared. I looked helplessly round, to find the
prompter, his hands to his mouth, whispering as
loudly as he dared across the hundred yards that
separated us, ‘She’s changed back into her girl’s
clothes a scene too soon!’6

Gielgud depicts himself as the complete
amateur, but he was by birth a member of the
great Terry acting dynasty (Kate Terry’s
grandson; Ellen Terry was his great-aunt) and
over the next few years he submitted himself
to various forms of training with Rosini
Filippi, Lady Benson and at the Royal
Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA). Jonathan
Croall quotes a letter from Gielgud to
Virginia Isham about their respective plans to
attend RADA: ‘It would be such fun, if we
were there together – do go.’7 Meanwhile
Gyles completed his studies at Rugby and
went up to Oxford to read history, but found
time for many other activities, especially the

Figure 1: Portrait of Gyles Isham
in 1929 (Richard Foulkes)

5. Gyles Isham The Curate’s Reputation A Farce in One Act,
Rugby (A. E. Treen. Lawford Road), 1919.

6. John Gielgud Early Stages, London 1939, pp. 46–7.
7. Jonathan Croall Gielgud A Theatrical Life, London 2001,
p. 38.
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Union and OUDS. Robert Speaight, a
contemporary and longstanding friend,
recalled in his funeral address at the Requiem
Mass in Northampton Cathedral on 28th
February 1976: ‘Whether it were as Hamlet,
Hotspur, or Hector in the Rhesus of
Euripides, played in Greek, Gyles seemed
more effortlessly professional than any
amateur had a right to be.’8 Speaight, whose
own life mirrored Gyles’s in many ways (the
theatre, scholarship and of course Roman
Catholicism), highlights a crucial factor, a
crux if you like, about Gyles as an actor. As an
undergraduate he showed extraordinary
ability and promise, but in the long run was
this to his detriment when he entered the
professional theatre, without the training and
motivation to succeed which so many of his

peers possessed in abundance, none more so
than John Gielgud?

But for the vicissitudes of the entrance
examination John Gielgud would have
attended Rugby rather than Westminster, but
the school connection was established
through his brother Val who was an older
contemporary of Gyles’s there. As we have
seen, John and Gyles had met in St Leonards
in the summer of 1920 if not before. When
Gyles Isham went up to Magdalen College,
where he occupied what had been Oscar
Wilde’s rooms, a frequent visitor was John
Gielgud, then at the Oxford Playhouse with
J. B. Fagan. At that time, as can be inferred
from Sheridan Morley’s biography of
Gielgud, Gyles was his role model rather than
the other way around: ‘when he [JG] was not
needed in rehearsal … it was suddenly
possible to lead the life he had only ever
managed to play in Charley’s Aunt, that of a

Figure 2: Playbill of the Oxford University Dramatic Society’s production of
‘Hamlet’ in 1924 (by kind permission of the Trustees of Lamport Hall)

8. Address by Robert Speaight at the Requiem Mass for
Gyles Isham in the Cathedral, Northampton on 28
February 1976.
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languid student. Thanks to his new friend
Gyles Isham, who was then living in college,
John almost persuaded himself that he too
was a student, at least until he was one night
stopped by proctors, the university police, for
singing bawdy songs in the High after hours.
“Name and college, sir?” “Alas,” replied John
with considerable regret, “I am not a member
of this university.”9

When soon after his death I set about
preparing what turned out to be a couple of
articles10 on Gyles Isham’s acting career,
Gielgud, like many other contemporaries,
was still alive and kindly wrote to me at
considerable length. Alan Bennett describes
letters from Gielgud as being unmistakable
because of ‘the one-in-five slope of his
handwriting, the text sliding off the page’,11

but the most striking features of his letters to
me, apart from the wafer-thin paper, are the
horizontal handwriting and the very wide
margins. But that does not sound so good!
That’s why Bennett writes for the theatre and
I (only) write about it. To return to Gielgud’s
letter:

When I was at the Playhouse, I saw Gyles Isham as
Hotspur and also as Hamlet. He was extremely
good-looking, rather hefty, and very gentle and
agreeable. Everyone predicted a brilliant professional
stage career. But, like Speaight, Durlin [?], and King
Wood, he never achieved any star success, though
when I went to the Old Vic in 1929 there was talk
(by Miss Baylis) of his playing Hamlet, which I was
trying to insist I should do myself. I was burning
with energy and ambition and took little time from
my own hard work and self centredness to consider
my colleagues’ work with any particular
discrimination. I don’t think Gyles had a
tremendous ambition – and he was always sweet
and generous – not a great deal of humour, I would
say. He was definitely not a comedian – not enough
edge or slyness.

He spoke verse easily and well, but his early
successes were mainly due to personal charm and

good manners. I don’t think he ever ‘impersonated’
much – but he was blessedly free from jealousy,
resentment, or malice of any kind (unlike Wolfit,
who was also in the … company …).12

So Isham’s claim to Hamlet rests with that
fabled OUDS performance at the New
Theatre, Oxford from 12th to16th February
1924 and even that was largely a matter of
chance since, as Don Chapman has pointed
out, ‘as Isham informed everybody at another
OUDS Hamlet forty-four years later, he only
got the part because Eric Dance had been
sent down.’ Don Chapman, long-time
dramatic critic of the Oxford Mail, continues:
‘A glittering cast boasted Gerald Gardiner
[future Lord Chancellor] as Horatio; Jessica
Tandy’s brother, Arthur, as Laertes; Robert
Speaight as the Player King; the future film
producer, John Sutro, as First Gravedigger; the
future Lord Kinross as Osric; and John
Counsell, later to run the Theatre Royal,
Windsor, as messenger.’13

Still observing the rules laid down by
Benjamin Jowett, Ophelia and The Queen
(Gertrude) were played by professional
actresses: Lila Maravan and Florence Glossop-
Harris respectively. Their experience seemed
to lift Gyles Isham’s performance in their
scenes together, but throughout the OUDS
Hamlet the professional expertise of J. B.
Fagan, the director of the Oxford Playhouse
and author of And So To Bed, was crucial. He
not only directed the production, but also
designed the set, as he had done for Henry IV
i in which Gyles had played Hotspur.
Professor George S. Gordon, Merton
Professor of English seems to have taken a
close interest in the production14 and another
senior member Dr. H. E. Counsell should
have been prompter. His place was taken by a
young Welshman, Emlyn Williams who was
consequently able to include a compelling,
‘bird’s-eye’ account in his autobiography
George from his ‘first sight of Hamlet seated
apart, six feet from me, black of hair and dress
and mien, taking my prompting breath away’

12. Letter of 6 June 1977 from John Gielgud.
13. I am grateful to Don Chapman for drawing my
attention to the article in the Oxford Mail 14 February
1968 and for other information arising from his research
on the Oxford Playhouse.
14. Professor G. S. Gordon ‘The O.U.D.S. in “Hamlet”’,
The Isis 14 February 1924.

9. Sheridan Morley John The Authorised Biography of John
Gielgud, London 2002, pp. 40–1.
10. Richard Foulkes ‘The Acting Career of Gyles Isham’,
Northampton and County Independent, May 1979, pp. 42–5;
Richard Foulkes ‘Gyles Isham: Shakespearean Actor,’
Northamptonshire Past and Present, vol. VI, no. 3, 1980, pp.
165–73. See also: Richard Foulkes ‘J. B. Fagan:
Shakespearean Producer,’ Theatre Notebook, vol. XXXIV,
1980, no. 3, pp. 116–23.
11. Morley op. cit., p. 457.
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to the last, at the OUDS supper in the Town
Hall where ‘it was strange to see the raven-
haired organ-toned Prince as a blond
stripling with high boyish notes’.15

The national press coverage was intense
and immense. Reporters invaded Gyles’s
rooms as he described in a lengthy and
thoughtful letter to his sister Virginia: ‘The
Press! Ugh!! They forced their way even into
my bedroom, and sit on my bed.’16 One critic
who certainly did not do this was James
Agate of the Sunday Times whose review,
when reprinted in The Contemporary Theatre,
1924, ran to nearly seven pages. Here are a
few key passages from that review:

Probably no greater disservice could be done to a
young actor than to set rumours on foot concerning
his astonishing prowess … This disservice had been

freely done to Mr. Gyles Isham, who was to play
Hamlet …

Mr. Isham has a great many things in his favour.
He has a countenance apt for expression of noble
sentiments, that sweep of the throat and set of the
head which become the tragic actor. His voice is
melodious and well modulated; his bearing is both
manly and modest; his gestures are easy and graceful.
He inspires liking. You would say, too, that his
Hamlet is his own in the sense that he appears to
have read it for himself and not to have copied any
other actor …

He deceives you into thinking that he has
‘created’ Hamlet, whereas he has only created
himself … And, frankly, Mr. Isham exhibited no
great depth of emotional experience …

Mr Isham can go forward in the knowledge that
he already shows – and showing, not feeling, is the
business of the actor – considerable sensitiveness to
beauty, and nowhere the slightest trace of the
commonplace or vulgar.17

In his letter to Virginia the young Hamlet said
that he ‘liked Agate the best of all [the

15. Emlyn Williams George, London 1961, pp. 265–8.
16. Undated letter to Virginia Isham which she permitted
me to photocopy.

Figure 3: Gyles Isham as Hamlet for Oxford University Dramatic Society
(Richard Foulkes)
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reviews]’ and referred specifically to the
points quoted above. He agreed with that
about ‘disservice’ and confirmed that he was
not imitating any other actor in the role.
‘Thank God’, he wrote, that ‘I show
considerable sensitiveness to beauty, and
nowhere the slightest trace of the
commonplace or vulgar. Of course I couldn’t
have the right emotional experience for
Hamlet.’

There is a clear convergence between
James Agate’s specific comments about
Hamlet and John Gielgud’s more general
observations: the physical grace, the charm
and good manners, fluency in verse-speaking
on the credit side; but on the debit a lack of
emotional depth, or the technical skill to
simulate it, and the drive and ambition, the
absence of which might be as damaging for
the actor playing Hamlet as it was for the
Prince of Denmark himself.

‘To act or not to act’ … that now became
the question. In another letter to Virginia,
Gyles Isham posed it in a rather unusual way.
He refers to a discussion with Henry Lygon: 

I told him of my feelings about the stage, and he says
it doesn’t matter. In fact, he strongly advises me to
put up now, as a member of Magdalen College, &
an intending lawyer. Then in three years time, when
I am an established fact at the Garrick, I can do what
I like! Whereas if I wait any longer, & do become an
actor, I shan’t get into the Garrick till I’m forty.
Also…it will be extremely useful to meet people
like Gerald du Maurier etc. But once an actor
comes up for the Garrick, it is then the aim of every
other actor to see to it he is not elected.18

To consider one’s future career in terms of
membership of the Garrick Club does seem
to be a curious strategy, even allowing for the
possibility of hobnobbing with Gerald du
Maurier there.

In the event Gyles Isham did become both
a member of the Garrick and the theatrical
profession, the former being the more
enduring. His professional debut was in
February 1927 at the Theatre Royal

Huddersfield in J. B. Fagan’s comedy And So
To Bed playing King Charles II. Also in the
cast was Emlyn Williams who had graduated
from ‘An Apprentice’ to ‘Pepys’s Boy’ and
detected a marked change in Gyles in the
three years since his OUDS Hamlet: ‘the
King would be Gyles Isham, the romantic
OUDS Hamlet who had so deeply
impressed me and who now both
disappointed and charmed by having become
the embryo of a cheerful cultivated country
squire.’ In contrast Yvonne Arnaud as Mistress
Pepys was the consummate professional,
preparing Gyles for their intricate comedy
duologue: ‘Gyles, my dear, here you will speak
very quick, then stop and I will turn my head
so, it makes the laugh you know?’ Williams
describes his experience as ‘seeing a watch
being taken apart and put together again.’ The
attraction for the cast was that their four-
week English tour (including Hastings) was
the preliminary to playing in New York
where, as it seems he always knew, Gyles
would cede the part of Charles II to ‘Charles
Bryant, a suave Hollywood personality’,19

being relegated to understudy and the
manservant Prodgers. Of this Emlyn Williams
wrote to me: ‘He [GI] was I remember
generously philosophical.’20

That was hardly the point. If Gyles Isham
was going to make a career for himself in the
theatre he should have realised that playing
servants, of which Prodgers ‘Groom of the
Chamber’21 was a very very minor and
unappealing example, was not his forte.

A similar situation arose at the Old Vic
during the 1929–30 season when, as we have
heard, Miss Baylis was considering casting
Gyles as Hamlet until the much more
ambitious and assertive Gielgud made it clear
that he regarded the role as his. This ‘pecking

17. James Agate The Contemporary Theatre, 1924, London
1925, pp. 31–37.
18. Undated letter to Virginia Isham which she permitted
me to photocopy.

19. Emlyn Williams Emlyn, London 1973, p. 42. Gielgud
was also making his New York debut (in The Patriot)
playing at the Majestic Theatre, next door to And So To Bed.
He recalled that ‘Yvonne Arnaud was enchantingly kind to
me whenever I was lucky enough to meet her’ and that he
and Emlyn Williams ‘would go off to speak-easies
(knocking at the gratings of little doors and fearing we
should be blinded by bath-tub gin)’ (John Gielgud
Backward Glances Times for Reflection and Distinguished
Company, New York 1990, p. 173).
20. Letter of 20 May 1977 from Emlyn Williams.
21. J. B. Fagan And So To Bed, London 1927.
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order’ prevailed throughout the casting: Gyles
was gallant but hardly galvanising as
Mercutio, in Romeo and Juliet to Gielgud’s
Romeo and Adele Dixon as Juliet, with
Wolfit – no doubt smouldering – as Tybalt;
Bassanio in The Merchant of Venice;
Bolingbroke, but with the driving ambition
somewhat underpowered, to what became
one of Gielgud’s most acclaimed perform-
ances: King Richard II; and hopelessly miscast
as Bottom in Harcourt Williams’s Victorian
style production of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream with Gielgud as Oberon, Leslie
French as Puck and Wolfit – no doubt still
smouldering – as Lysander. James Agate’s
worst fears for Isham seemed to be realised.
He wrote: ‘Mr Gyles Isham played Bottom
probably as well as any actor without an
ounce of drollery in his composition. Bottom
is a working man who Shakespeare probably
met at a skittle-alley; Mr Isham is a cultivated
gentleman who admires and unconsciously
imitates the conscientious bucolics of the
school of John Laurie. But he is not and never
will be Bottom.’22

In 1931 Gyles Isham assumed a formid-
able range of roles at Stratford-upon-Avon
where performances took place in the
cinema whilst awaiting the completion of the
new theatre: Antony in Antony and Cleopatra,
Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew, Angelo
in Measure for Measure, Hotspur in Henry IV i,
Florizel in The Winter’s Tale, Macduff in
Macbeth and Edmund in King Lear all in the
April festival, plus Oberon in A Midsummer
Night’s Dream and Fenton in The Merry Wives
of Windsor in the summer festival. The familiar
comments recur: lack of emotion as Macduff
and Antony (‘has not a firm enough grip on
his emotions’),23 but: ‘He captured Festival
playgoers by his charm of voice and
presence.’24

Gyles Isham returned the next year,
repeating Oberon, Florizel and Edmund,
adding Brutus in Julius Caesar, Sylvius in As
You Like It and Gratiano in The Merchant of
Venice, and most significantly exchanging
Hotspur for Hal in Henry IV (i & ii), with

which the new Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre opened in the presence of the Prince
of Wales on 23rd April 1932. It had been six
years since the 1879 Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre (now the Swan) had burnt down,
prompting mixed reactions of which G. B.
Shaw’s is I suppose the most quotable: ‘I am
extremely glad to hear the news. Stratford-
upon-Avon is to be congratulated on the fire.
Mr Bridges-Adams will be delighted. There
are a few other theatres I should like to see
burned down.’25 Almost from the outset there
have been those who would put Elizabeth
Scott’s replacement building at the top of
such a list.

The opening was a grand affair with
100,000 people (100 times the capacity of the
theatre) thronging the Warwickshire town to
see the real Prince of Wales enter it in a Rolls
Royce into which he had transferred having
piloted himself to a nearby airfield in his own
Red Puss monoplane. Although his schedule
had always been to leave at the interval, as
Sally Beauman puts it: ‘it had assiduously not
been publicized, and it contributed to the
general atmosphere of deflation and anti-
climax’.26 For Gyles Isham, who like the rest
of the cast was struggling to cope with a new
– and inherently difficult – auditorium and
the distractions of the occasion, the
disappearance of his namesake in the interval
must have been particularly disconcerting.
There was little comfort from the reviews: ‘he
should bank the fires of feeling behind the
noble façade of his acting with more
vigour’.27

Not surprisingly Gyles took a few years
away from Shakespeare, though amongst the
roles he assumed in modern West End plays
were Richard Burbage in This Side of Idolatry
at the Lyric Theatre (October 1933) and
Henry VIII in A Rose Without a Thorn at the
Vaudeville (February 1934). For 1935 his
entry in Who’s Who in the Theatre reads as
follows: ‘Feb., 1935, George Lorrimer in
“Our Ostriches”; then to Hollywood; on
returning to London, appeared at the
Embassy, Oct. 1935, as Crichton in “The

22. Sunday Times 15 December 1929.
23. Birmingham Mail 18 April 1931.
24. Ruth Ellis The Shakespeare Memorial Theatre, London
1948, p. 64.

25. John BottThe Figure of the House, Stratford 1974.
26. Sally Beauman The Royal Shakespeare Company A
History of Ten Decades, London 1982, p. 118.
27. Manchester Guardian 25 April 1932.
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Admirable Crichton”.’ ‘then to Hollywood’.28

The brevity of Gyles’s reference is I believe
indicative of his feelings about the
experience, which of course included playing
Levin (transformed into a decent English
squire) in Anna Karenina with Greta Garbo in
the title role. According to the notes I have of
his talk in Kettering, all Sir Gyles had to say
on the subject of Hollywood, the film and its
leading lady was: ‘I had a part in Anna
Karenina with Garbo who was a most
charming person, and it was a great tribute to
her that she was much liked by all the stage
hands.’ Does that tell us more about Gyles
than he tells us about Garbo?

Back in England and back to Shakespeare.
Six roles at the Open Air Theatre in Regent’s
Park in 1936 including Buckingham in Henry
VIII of which Agate wrote that Gyles
delivered the celebrated farewell ‘as though a
person about to be executed should cover
himself in cold cream.’29 Then back to the
Old Vic for Tyrone Guthrie’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, with sets by Oliver Messell and
a star-studded cast including Ralph
Richardson as Bottom, Vivien Leigh as
Titania, Robert Helpmann as Oberon and
Gyles at last appropriately cast as a benign and
majestic Theseus.

These adjectives could be deployed again
for what turned out to be Gyles’s final
Stratford season in 1938 to which he
contributed Macduff, Henry VIII, Mercutio,
Prospero, Valentine (in The Two Gentlemen of
Verona) and Orsino. His reprises of Mercutio
and Macduff were huge improvements on his
earlier attempts. Now he was described as
‘happy in the part of Mercutio. He attuned
his performance to the light gay note of the
Queen Mab speech’30 and his Macduff
‘carries the audience with his grief and thrills
them with his revenge.’31 As Henry VIII Gyles
succeeded in disguising his own good looks
in his sympathetic portrait of the bloated
monarch. Similarly his was a kind and kingly
Prospero. Gielgud’s biographer Gyles
Brandreth, whose father had been an Oxford
contemporary of Gyles Isham, justifiably

states that ‘as a professional actor he did not
fulfil his early promise’,32 but the evidence of
the 1938 Stratford season in that by then he
was closer to doing so than he had ever been
before. Over a decade after his professional
debut the legendary OUDS Hamlet seemed
at last to have acquired the skills and
techniques of the professional actor.

Gyles ended that last year of peace playing
the Emperor Franz Josef in Elizabeth of
Austria, an intimation perhaps of another
looming European conflict. When it came
Gyles promptly answered the call to arms and
served with great distinction. In 1941 he had
become the twelfth baronet and on his return
from Palestine in 1946 he assumed his
predestined role as the master of Lamport. By
the time he died in 1976 few could recall his
achievements on the stage. Someone who
could, and did, do that was the doyen of
drama critics J. C. Trewin, who marked the
occasion with an article entitled ‘Ghosts of
greatness’ in which he wrote: ‘Noble in
aspect, Isham developed in technique and
power during his years in the theatre … he
became progressively more flexible.’33

In a letter to me two years later, John
Trewin wrote:

Today I find myself recalling him warmly in
tranquillity. No doubt at the time I carped, as young
critics are apt to do. But time is the arbiter and he
stays now in the mind when some of the most
lauded performances of his period have vanished.34

In his newspaper article John had written:

After all these years he remains part of my
Shakespearian life, not least because of Hotspur and
Hal. It was both strange and moving, just at this
hour, to see him in the mind’s eye as he used to be:
‘I will redeem all this on Percy’s head. And in the
closing of some glorious day. Be bold to tell you that
I am your son.’

Hotspur and Hal of course, but also pre-
eminently Hamlet whose words about his

28. Who’s Who in the Theatre, London 1935.
29. Sunday Times 28 June 1936.
30. Birmingham Post 27 April 1938.
31. Leamington Chronicle 15 April 1938.

32. Gyles Brandreth John Gielgud An Actor’s Life, Stroud
2001, p. 25. Brandreth explains: ‘For what it’s worth, the
reason why the present author’s first name is also spelt with
a “y”. My father was an undergraduate at Oxford in the
late 1920s and an admirer of Gyles Isham …’
33. Birmingham Post 7 February 1976.
34. Letter of 7 April 1978 from J. C. Trewin.
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late father may serve as a conclusion to this
attempt to conjure up ‘the abstract and brief
chronicles’ of Gyles Isham ‘a gentleman/
Born in Northamptonshire’:

’A was a man. Take him for all in all,
I shall not look upon his like again.

Note
This article is the substance of a lecture given at
Lamport Hall on the 11th October 2003 to Lamport
Hall trustees, George Drye, members of the Isham
family, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Leicester and members of the public.



As mentioned in last year’s NPP, we have
recently completed a mapping program of
the historic landscape of the Rockingham
Forest area. The work, conducted for the
Rockingham Forest Trust, describes the forest
character and evolution of the surrounding
countryside from the 10th to the 20th
centuries and can be used to provide
guidance for the future management of the
Forest. A large quantity of archaeological and
historical information has been brought
together for the first time.

The area studied covers 572 square
kilometres (c.141,000 acres) lying in the
north east of the county. It contains, as well as
medieval wooded coppices, a wide range of
archaeological and historic remains. For
example, evidence of iron working from the
7th century BC to the 15th century AD;
exceptionally complete ridge and furrow

earthworks at Sutton Bassett; and a
remarkable series of well preserved early
modern great houses and their landscaped
parks. There is also an excellent historical
archive and map record, first studied in detail
by Pettit for the Forest1. Many of the major
collections in the Northamptonshire Record
Office come from the region. Among them
are the archives of the de Brooke, Brudenell,
Buccleuch, Finch-Hatton and Stopford-
Sackville families, and the Exeter records held
at Burghley House and those of the
Saunders-Watson family at Rockingham
Castle.

This short note illustrates the scope of the
information collected, both at the township
and the regional level. Fuller details of the

The Historic Landscape of Rockingham Forest

GLENN FOARD, DAVID HALL and TRACEY BRITNELL

Figure 1: Rockingham Forest Project Area. The royal, extra-parochial, woodland
bailiwicks are shown. There were a lot more private woods. 

1. Pettit, P. A. J. 1968. The Royal Forests of Northamptonshire
1558–1714, Northamptonshire Record Society.
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methodology, the physiographic history and
administrative organization of the region are
available in a summary report2 which
includes many regional plans showing how
the landscape changed through time. 

Four data sets were systematically collected
for the whole area. Each class of information
was digitally mapped into MapInfo, a
Geographical Information System (GIS). The
use of GIS allows large quantities of
information to be stored in layers, interacted
and analysed as required. In simple terms, an
open-field map can be superimposed on a
plan of the cropmarks of Roman and
prehistoric fields to see if there is any
relationship; the distribution of modern
settlements can be related to geological
outcrops and water systems; a parish
enclosure map may be viewed with an

underlay of the First Edition Ordnance
Survey map; recent ironstone quarries can be
studied in relation to smelting sites, etc. All
such electronically produced maps may be
printed in any required colour or scale.
Equally easily, it is possible to analyse and
present numeric data, such as the percentage
survival today of medieval woodland or ridge
and furrow. It can also be easily distributed in
digital form.

Archaeological remains. Several types of
archaeological information were collected;
pre-medieval finds of flint and pottery
scatters, most of which locate settlement sites;
the extent of medieval village earthworks;
and linear soil banks surrounding deer parks
and woods. Quarries of all dates were also
mapped. The data were taken from fieldwork
discoveries made over the last 30 years and
recorded on Six Inch (1:10,560) Ordnance
Survey maps of the 1950s.

2. Currently unpublished, but available at the county
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), Northamptonshire
Record Office (NRO), and Rockingham Forest Trust.

Figure 2: The medieval woodland in c.1250.
Key: black = woods; grey = pasture; hachured = settlements. The white background was

almost entirely open-field ridge and furrow.
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Reconstructed open-field plans. Archaeological
features relating to the open-field system
consist primarily of surviving ridge and
furrow and linear soilbanks representing
furlong boundaries (headlands).3 Slades
(shallow valleys) also form part of the open-
field boundaries. The original fieldwork
1:10560 plans were checked against RAF
1940s vertical photographs (held by the
English Heritage National Monuments
Record at Swindon) to confirm, correct and
infill gaps in the ridge and furrow record.
Care was taken not to include ridges visible
on the photographs that were of early
modern origin and of no relevance to
medieval open fields.

Rather than digitize all this information it
was found quicker (but not quick) to draw
outline furlong maps by hand. Plans of each
township were made at the 1:10560 scale,

accurately marking furlong boundaries and
slades. Schematic strips were drawn showing,
as far as was known, the correct orientation
and curvature. Where the modern landscape
has been destroyed by quarrying or urban
development, outline detail of the open fields
was taken from pre-enclosure maps.
Fortunately, nearly all the places where fields
have been substantially destroyed possess
18th-century open field plans (Corby,
Kettering, Stanion and Weekley; Weldon does
not have a map). The hand-drawn plans were
added to the GIS first by scanning and then
converted to a ‘vector’ format (using
Scan2Cad). The data were then registered
into the GIS and a seamless map created for
the whole area.

Historical information; the enclosed landscape and
settlements. Early modern-period maps
(1580–1850) showing open fields or private
and parliamentary enclosure schemes reveal a
variety of features, especially the progress of

Figure 3: Modern land-use showing, woods, urban area and quarries.
Key: black = woods; grey = urban development and quarried land.

3. Hall, D. 1995. The Open Fields of Northamptonshire,
Northamptonshire Record Society; pp. 39–42.
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enclosure. Open-field maps indicate areas of
earlier enclosures, as well as cow-pastures,
commons and the parks of new great houses,
Buildings, too, are normally mapped in detail.
In the absence of such maps, plans produced
by the tithe commissioners (1836–55) and
estate maps before 1850 were used. In a few
cases where no earlier map survives then the
village was mapped from the Ordnance
Survey 1:10560 scale maps of the 1880s.

For each parish or township, all relevant
maps were photographed with a digital
camera, enabling direct on-screen digitising
to the Ordnance Survey Six Inch (1;10,560)
Edition map base and transferring to GIS.
The digital copies made the original map
data easily available, and greatly improved the
resolution and accuracy of the information
produced because poor quality original maps
can be enlarged and enhanced. Complex
data, particularly settlement plans, have been
digitised directly into the GIS by tracing over
a computer screen with the GIS map base
scaled to fit the relevant section of the traced

historic map.
Landscape features from each source map

were recorded into digital tables or ‘layers’;
using the following categories: buildings,
enclosures, woods, parks, unenclosed roads,
greens, ridings, lawns and plains. The hedges
of all ancient enclosures marked on
parliamentary enclosure maps were mapped
to the Ordnance Survey 1:10,560 base.
Hedges and walls newly created by the
parliamentary commissioners were not
digitized. They, and subsequent infilling
boundaries, are recorded on the Ordnance
Survey first edition Six Inch maps of the
1880s. Individual buildings both within the
settlement and dispersed within the township
were also mapped and significant buildings
such as the church, manor or mills, identified.
Where no other map was identified the ‘2-
inch’ Ordnance Survey first edition draft
maps (c.1820) from the British Library were
used for woods and commons but proved to
be too inaccurate to use for field boundaries
and buildings.

Figure 4: Corby open fields in their woodland setting, 1733.
Little Weldon open fields laid in the white area to the east.
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Modern land-use layers were prepared
from the Ordnance Survey digital data and
other sources. The categories were: modern
built up; modern woodland (with reference
to Forestry Commission data); modern
hedged field extent; modern landscaped
parks; and First and Second World War
airfields (from Gibson 1982).4 Quarries were
mapped from SMR maps, based on British
Steel, British Geological Survey and other
sources and enhanced by fieldwork survey-
data.

Selected results
Pre-medieval archaeology. In all, 367 ancient
sites were identified. Of these 89 (24%) are
enhancements of sites already known to the
SMR, and 278 (76%) were previously
unrecorded sites. There were 67 prehistoric
flint scatters and eight Bronze Age barrows
and cairns. The prehistoric flint scatters are

confined to light soils except for a single site
at Desborough, lying on boulder clay, but
close to ironstone.

The Iron Age was represented by 33
settlements and there were 114 sites of the
Roman period of which seven are villas, and
nearly all the remainder (101) were
settlements or farmsteads. Iron-working slag
concentrations numbered 38. Iron Age and
Roman sites occur on any soil, although villas
concentrate on good soils. Only one villa of
the seven identified lies on boulder clay (at
Little Oakley). Of the minor Roman sites
there is a slight prevalence for a clayland
location; 63 of the total of 102 lie on boulder
clay and many of them are in areas where
medieval woods survived until the 19th
century. The interpretation of this distribu-
tion is complex. The simple one that there
were no woods in the Roman landscape is
unlikely especially given the demand for fuel
for the iron and pottery industries in the area.
Perhaps the sites represent some form of
woodland management, or are pastoral farms

Figure 5: Corby in 2000 showing the 1831 parish boundary (based on Ordnance
Survey digital data, Northamptonshire County Council, Licence LA 076767).

4. Gibson, M. L. 1982. Aviation in Northamptonshire: An
Illustrated History.
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in clearance areas. Saxon (pre-9th century)
sites numbered 30. They lie entirely on light
soils and not a single one occurs on clay of
any type.

The medieval and later countryside
From the data collected, any number of
analytical plans could be produced, or the
landscape of a particular parish studied in
detail. Two regional maps are shown by way
of example in Figures 2 and 3.

Figure 2 gives the extent of the medieval
woodland and settlements in about 1250. The
remainder was open field, almost all of it
arable. Woodland has been reconstructed
from its extent as mapped c.1800 with
additions made by assuming that the
medieval deer parks (greatest among them
are Brigstock Parks and Cliffe Park, 3,510
acres in all), as well as the forest pastures of
Benefield and Weldon Plains, were originally
woodland, as seen from the evidence of
charcoal production hearths. Apart from

inroads made by these parks and forest plains,
the woodland remained largely unchanged
until just before 1800. However, in the mid-
19th century, after the Forest enclosures,
many thousands of acres of woods were
grubbed up.

In contrast is the modern landscape, Figure
3. Adding to the Victorian woodland
destruction, there has been extensive open-
cast ironstone quarrying, and, especially
during the last 50 years, much urbanization.
The Figure shows how little woodland is
now left – and not all of the present
woodland has medieval origins, some being
conifer plantations lying on former quarried
land.

Figures 4–6 show examples of the detailed
information available at the parish and
township level. Corby medieval village was
located between two small brooks that ran
towards Weldon where they separated Little
and Great Weldon. The open fields of Corby
surrounded the settlement in the major valley

Figure 6: Easton on the Hill and Collyweston open fields, 1820. Key: dark shading,
old enclosures; dark shading at the south, heath.
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Figure 7: Fotheringhay Castle; detail from Cliffe Bailiwick map, c.1640 (National
Archives MR 1/314)

formed by these brooks with woodland on
the watersheds all around except the east.
Interestingly, the ploughlands had cut
through the woodland to the north making a
narrow gap to take advantage of good quality
soil lying in the small valley that runs to the
south side of Kirby. This established the
curious shape of Corby township with its
northern crescent hemmed in by woodland
(Figure 4). The open fields have been
compiled from two 18th-century maps and
the accurate township boundary taken from
the enclosure map of 1831.5 In contrast is the
modern map of Corby (Figure 4). Much of
the housing lies on old quarried land.

Detail of an intact landscape is shown by
the plan of Easton on the Hill and
Collyweston in c.1800 (Figure 6). The open-
field arable lies primarily on the fertile
limestone loams with some woodland on the
heavy clay scarp at the north and on the
boulder clay to the south. At the south-east is
a large area of sandy heathland that was used
as pasture for the village herd. Animals

reached the heath along a great drove leading
from Easton. Part of the heathland had
formerly been woodland (Vigo Wood, lying
east of Collyweston Wood). Collyweston
Park was taken out of open-field furlongs
adjacent to the village in the late 15th
century.

The furlong pattern of both townships lie
in a largely rectangular, planned system. On
the eastern side of Easton, six furlongs have
strips forming a great curve up to 2000 yards
(1850m) long. This demonstrates that
ploughlands were laid out on a large scale and
that the long strips formed pre-date the later
medieval furlongs.

The scale of the maps presented here
precludes any discussion of settlement form
(unlike the base data). Perhaps the most
significant single building mapped was
Fotheringhay Castle discovered on a plan of
Cliffe Bailiwick and still surviving in c.1640
(Figure 7).6

The pattern of village locations may have
been established by the Middle Saxon

5. NRO Map 3281 (c.1720); Map 4657 (1733); and
Enclosure Plan 11 (1831). 

6. Foard, G. & T. Britnell ‘Fotheringhay: A new
perspective from the 1640s’ Northamptonshire Archaeology,
30 (2002) pp.140–143.
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period. However, it seems likely that the plan
form of most if not all of them was largely
determined after about 900, as a direct result
of the process of landscape replanning, of
both village and fields. Most villages are
nucleated, but in just one area there was a
largely dispersed settlement pattern – in the
Lyveden valley to the west of Oundle.

The regional maps, Figures 2 and 3, show
how little of the woodland is left and how
great has been the change wrought upon the
landscape over the last 150 years. It is essential
to try to preserve the best of what remains,
directing further ‘development’ to areas
where the landscape has already been
transformed in the late 19th and 20th
centuries.

More information about the work of this
project can be found in the RFT booklet The
Story of the Forest (forthcoming) and in the
technical summary report ‘The Historic
Landscape of Rockingham Forest’ soon to be
available on a website. Neither of these
sources gives the detailed parish-level data;

this may be provided in the form of a parish
atlas published by the Northamptonshire
Record Society.
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‘a combative, talkative, witty form of verse’ – Malcolm Rutherford.

This volume offers as complete a picture of May Leapor as could be painted, nearly 300 years
after her birth. We have her poems in their entirety, her letters, and a biography that brings
together as many facts as can be gleaned about the scant 24 years of her life. We are also given a
summary of extant criticism of her work, excellent notes and commentary.

Mary Leapor was a true daughter of Northamptonshire. We are told that her history is ‘a
matter of glimpses’. Her life was lived in relative obscurity, and she could be described as a
‘labourer poet’; a ‘natural genius’, and her modest posthumous success can be attributed to the
fashion for rustic bards which is exemplified by the popularity of Robert Burns and, of course,
the initial success of the Northamptonshire peasant poet, John Clare. Mary Leapor was published
by subscription – over 500 people were willing to pay 5s a copy. A first volume appeared after
her death from measles in November 1746. A second volume achieved less success. She was
chiefly admired by a coterie in London, but never widely known, and for 200 years was virtually
forgotten. In 1936 the poet Edmund Blunden published the first important study of Leapor’s
work, and since then her poems have appeared in anthologies. This volume is the first ‘complete
works’.

Mary Leapor was born in 1722, in the Northamptonshire village of Marston St Lawrence,
an only child of fairly humble parents. Her father was a gardener who later ran a nursery
garden – one of three in Brackley. He also mended clocks. It is estimated that he may have
earned £30 a year. In 1739 he charged 1s 6d for a day’s labour, and 8s for the 400 asparagus
roots he planted during that day. The Mr. Purefoy who employed him on this occasion wrote
letters to him, so Mary’s father must have been literate. It is probable that her mother could also
read and write as her sister wrote letters to her niece, Mary, and also subscribed to her first
volume of poems. However, Leapor’s background was not a propitious one for producing a poet.

While her family and education were slightly more secure than John Clare’s, it is still a
remarkable story. She most likely attended a Dame school in Brackley. According to her father,
‘She would often be scribbling, and sometimes in Rhyme.’ Her mother at first approved of this,
but later discouraged it in favour of ‘more profitable employment’. Her extensive reading was
noticed by neighbours who feared she might ‘over-study herself, and be mopish’. She died
possessed of 16 or 17 books – a large library for a kitchen maid, for that is what she became. She
worked at Weston Hall – later home of the Sitwell family. Here she met an important champion
of her literary aspirations in her employer, Susanna Jennens. Mary Leapor achieved the status of
favoured servant and protégé. Susanna Jennens was also something of a poet and encouraged
Leapor’s talent – calling her ‘The Successor of Pope’. The poems of Pope and of
Dryden – another son of Northamptonshire – were among Mary’s books. The influence of their
style, much classical allusion expressed in satirical heroic couplets, may ultimately have been the
limiting factor to her poetic reputation. Many of the titles of Leapor’s poems echo those of Pope.
He wrote: ‘An Essay On Man’; Mary Leapor responded with ‘An Essay On Woman’ (p. 184):

Woman – a pleasing, but a short-liv’d Flow’r,
Too soft for Business, and too weak for Pow’r:
A Wife in Bondage, or neglected Maid;
Despis’d if ugly; if she’s fair – betray’d.

Sussana Jennens – Parthenissa in the poems – helped Mary Leapor to improve her prosody. The



poem ‘The Muses Embassy’ (p. 215) illustrates this. Pope has died, and the Muses send Iris to
find a successor, and bid her look ‘among the female kind’.

At last she found
Beyond the very Skirts of Fame,
An humble, but a fertile Dame

but the poems she was writing lacked polish:

With Scars and Botches blemish’d o’er;
Some hump’d behind, and some before;
And Cripples in the last Degree,
Some ne’er a Foot, and some had three.

The poems were deformed. What was Iris to do?

But to conform them into Rule,
She sent the wayward Brats to School.

The school of Parthenissa – which is a graceful 18th-century compliment to Susanna Jennens.
The other influence of this employer was an introduction to herbal medicine, as Mary Leapor
will have helped her in preparation of ‘simples’ to treat the villagers. ‘Catharina’s Cave’ (p. 107)
refers to

… an ancient Maid,
An useful Dame that ev’ry Simple knew,
And from choice herbs exhal’d a cordial dew.’

Leapor’s next employment was at Edgcote House, on the Oxfordshire border. The Chauncy
family were not at all interested in the literary ambitions of their kitchen maid. In a 1784 letter
to the Gentleman’s Magazine Richard Chauncy’s recollections were reported, probably by his son
William ‘Her fondness for writing verses there displayed itself by her sometimes taking up her
pen while the jack was standing still, and the meat scorching.’ Chauncy also described her
appearance in unflattering terms. ‘He represented her as having been extremely swarthy, and
quite emaciated, with a long crane-neck, and a short body, much resembling in shape, a bass-
viol.’ It would appear that her sojourn at Edgcote was not happy, and she was dismissed in a
bitter frame of mind. The resultant poem, ‘Crumble Hall’ (p. 206), is one of Leapor’s most
discussed works. Edgcote was to be demolished and rebuilt in a more fashionable, classical style.
This invites the scorn of our poet, and she describes the original ‘rude Palace’, including the
kitchens and all the nooks and crannies a servant would have frequented. I particularly like the
hall ceiling:

Here the pleased Spider plants her peaceful Loom:
Here weaves secure, nor dreads the hated Broom.

After her mother died – of smallpox – Mary returned to Brackley to look after her father. At this
time she made an important friend – Bridget Freemantle, the daughter of a former rector of
Hinton. She had seen Leapor’s work in manuscript and sought her out. She is referred to as
‘Artemesia’ in the poems, most of which were addressed to her after September 1745. Leapor’s
own name in the poems is ‘Mira’ – an anagram of Mary. It was Freemantle who undertook to
bring Leapor’s work to public attention, and who completed the project, which had begun as a
joint venture, after Mary’s early death from measles. The present volume has a sadly parallel story.
It was begun by Ann Messenger – an American who was a Professor of English in British
Columbia, in collaboration with Richard Green, and commissioned by OUP. With work well
advanced, but not completed, Ann was struck with cancer. She died in 1996. Richard Green has
finished the work alone.

This book is a very scholarly undertaking. It is of interest to historians - particularly local
historians; literary critics; and feminists, who have taken up the cause of this marginal woman
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labourer poet. I would agree with Edmund Blunden, who finds much to admire, but judges that
Leapor’s use of the heroic couplet ultimately limits her accomplishment. However, Mary
Leapor’s work and story is a fascinating addition to the annals of Northamptonshire.

Susie Bevin

JOHN CLARE
POEMS OF THE MIDDLE PERIOD 1822–1837

Volume V
Edited by Eric Robinson; David Powell and P. M. S. Dawson

Published by Oxford University Press ISBN 0 19 812386 8; Price £105

This is the fifth and final volume of a truly huge undertaking. All the poems by John Clare that
have so far been discovered have been reproduced and annotated. Dates have been provided for
most of them. A comprehensive glossary is included. Each poem has explanatory notes, and we
are told that these serve a threefold purpose: (1) to provide evidence for the dating of the poems;
(2) to describe the provenance of each poem; (3) to comment on anything in the text that seems
to require further information or explanation. To appreciate the enormity of this task one needs
to know a little of the way Clare worked.

The first problem is his handwriting – large and loopy and legendarily untidy. In an article in
Richard Foulkes’ book John Clare: A Bicentennial Celebration the poet Tom Paulin writes ‘… I
watched an actor scribble a few last-minute changes to the script of a radio play, then screw his
face up and remark that his handwriting was nearly as bad as John Clare’s. He went on suddenly
to talk about some manuscripts of Clare’s he’d seen in Peterborough Museum – what an
enormous poetic gift, what a sad life.’ These are the manuscripts which Eric Robinson and his
team have been grappling with. Then there is the matter of Clare’s punctuation – or lack of it.
To use the poets own words: ‘do I write intelligable I am genneraly understood tho I do not use
that awkward squad of pointings called commas colons semicolons etc … for they even set
gramarians at loggerheads and no one can assign them the proper places for give each a sentence
to point and both shall differ – point it differently.’ Seamus Heaney remarked that the editors
have given us Clare’s works ‘in all their unpunctuated vigour.’

We then reach a further difficulty, which is Clare’s idiosyncratic vocabulary. He uses the words
he speaks and knows. He was brought up in the labouring class in rural Northamptonshire. As
he wrote in a letter on 8th Feb. 1832: ‘I … became an author by accident & felt astonished that
the critics should notice me at all & that one should imagine … I had coined words which were
as common around me as the grass under my feet.’ John Taylor – Clare’s original publisher and,
no doubt, some of the clerks in his office as well, had altered some of the language and
construction to make the poems more easily understood. Later editors have also altered the
native woodnotes, particularly relating to vocabulary and punctuation. It is only fairly recently
that academics have started to defend the originality of Clare’s self expression and to say that it
should be published and read as it was written.

Clare’s admired ‘Northborough Sonnets’ come from this middle period of his life. Nobel
prizewinner Seamus Heaney, when he was Oxford Professor of Poetry, delivered a lecture
entitled ‘John Clare’s Prog’. Heaney chooses a word from a poem on page 246 of this volume
as an example. He says Clare’s ‘unmistakable signature is written in most distinctively and
sounded forth most spontaneously in the scores of fourteen-line poems which Clare wrote
about small incidents involving the flora and fauna of Northamptonshire.

Some of these poems are indeed conventional sonnets … but many of them are … seven
couplets wound up like clockwork and then set free to scoot merrily through their foreclosed
motions. He seemed to write this kind of poem as naturally as he breathed:

I found a ball of grass among the hay
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And progged it as I passed and went away
(progged in the glossary page 689 ‘prog(g), prog(gle), v., prod, prick, 
poke, stir up, meddle, poke into holes and corners’)

Clare progged the ball of grass … he could have poked it, or with some slight readjustment of
the pentameter, he could have prodded it. But had he done either of these things, both he and
his readers would have been distanced in a minimal but essential way from the here-and-
nowness, or there-and-thenness of what happened.’ This seems to me to summarise very nicely
what the editors of these volumes, begun in 1963 by Eric Robinson and Geoffrey Summerfield,
continued with the assistance of David Powell and Margaret Grainger, and completed with the
collaboration of P. M. S. Dawson, have been aiming to do. They have been trying to discover the
essential and authentic voice of John Clare. The literary detective work needed has been
formidable. Many of the poems were written on old envelopes, paper from parcels or even sugar
paper from grocery wrapping. The ones on old envelopes have been easier to date – if they had
postmarks. Even the published poems have needed more research because so many editors have
tried to ‘improve’ upon Clare’s original, so the editors have referred to original manuscripts
wherever possible. As the work has progressed they have become more familiar with Clare’s
handwriting and his idioms, so have often changed an earlier diagnosis. This volume gives us
these suggestions, but even now the editors are not sure that they are definitive. ‘These
corrections and additions are a most important part of our work. We do not apologise for them
because we suspect that further corrections may be found by us and by others in the course of
time.’ To acknowledge your work to be still ‘in progress’ after 40 years could be dispiriting, but
it somehow seems fitting that Clare’s intentions should sometimes be fugitive.

The poems in this volume are very varied, and include, in addition to the famous
Northborough sonnets, poems of political protest about the condition of the agricultural poor,
verse-tales, rural elegies, hymns, love songs and comic verses. It was a time of his life which
should have been rich and fulfilling. He had published his first volume to acclaim, had been to
London and met the great and the good of the literary world, had his portrait painted by
Hilton – it still hangs in the National Portrait Gallery – and generally had a taste of the high life.
He had also married and his family was increasing quickly. Some of the poems are written on
receipts for the children’s school fees. Clare was always short of paper. His patrons had found
him the Northborough cottage and set him up as ‘farmer John’ with a cow of his own. There
are many poems which delight in his life and in the world around him, but he was increasingly
alienated from it. He had had to leave Helpston his old ‘home of homes’, and felt bereft. His
wife was not his beloved childhood sweetheart, Mary Joyce. He wanted to write, not to farm,
but his later work was slow to reach the bookshops, and not acclaimed when it did. Life was not
unfolding as he had hoped, and gradually Clare sank into depression and delusion. He was a very
complex man and the poems reflect this. To the end of his life he could delight in nature
observed – and feel it’s creatures to be friends. The poems in this volume are the poems of his
maturity.

What have the critics made of Clare? J. C. Squire once wrote ‘We must keep our sense of
proportion. We have enough of Clare’s work to be certain that we shall never think him a great
poet.’ Squire was not referring to all the poems lying in manuscript in libraries and private
houses, but only to the (then) published work. Yet he said that ‘an edition of him in ten volumes
would be a monument not to his genius but to an admirer’s folly’. This is not the only view.
Alan Porter reminded the literary world that ‘In the four books he published there is a
knowledge and love of rural life that make our nature poets, Wordsworth … Coleridge …
Thomson …’ seem paltering amateurs and jugglers with pretty sentiment.’

This last comment seems to me to state the strength of Clare’s work. He had laboured in the
fields, he knew his subject. If he was bitter about politicians he had experience to match. To a
true countryman Clare’s work rings true. He did not place a Dryad behind every bush. He didn’t
need to personify, or to flaunt classical learning. He had the real thing to communicate – and a
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language of his own to express it in. For example the poem about the hedger on page 218:

The hedger burning hot when passers bye
Knock their numbed hands agen their sides for cold
Brustles the bushes down & sings for joy
& looks up but to laugh to hear it told
How cold the day – the heat of his employ
Makes winter summer and the white thorn bough
Is all that makes it winter time with him …

There speaks the voice of a manual labourer. He knows how warm he feels, he knows that the
white thorn in blossom usually means a cold spell of weather. He needs a word for rustling and
controlling and shaping and being generally busy – so we get ‘Brustles’. I turn to the excellent
glossary to see if my instinct from the context is right – on page 652 ‘brus(t)le, v, (1) brush, rustle;
(2) bustle about, make a great stir or fuss’.

The strength of this volume – and the others of which it is a culmination – is the evident
appreciation of what Clare’s poetry is about and how it uses language to give it individuality and
sinew – or to use Heaney’s word, ‘vigour.’ It is a great gift to all Clare lovers to have his work
presented as he would have written it. It is also a great gift to have the glossary and all the notes
to help with the background. There is also a complete list of the first lines of all the poems and
fragments by Clare so far discovered. If anything in Clare’s work has ever puzzled you, find a
copy of this book. I think Mr. Squire would be surprised to see these scholarly volumes
completed and welcomed by a growing body of lovers of Clare’s work. Perhaps a poem from
page 412 should give ‘Honest John’ the final word:

Critics tis vain to urge your spite
Or blight my rural scenes
An impulse breaths on themes I write
That turns them ever greens

Susie Bevin

CHOIRS, BANDS AND ORGANS:
A HISTORY OF CHURCH MUSIC IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND RUTLAND

Hilary Davidson
Positif Press, Oxford 2003

272 pp., softback, profusely illustrated, ISBN 0 906894 32 8

Canon Hilary Davidson, born in Rutland, was ordained in 1954 after going to St Edmund’s
Hall, Oxford, and Lichfield Theological College. All his ministry years were spent in
Northamptonshire until his retirement in 1994. He has been Organs Adviser to Peterborough
Diocese for 40 years, and so is the ideal person to write about his subject.

The book is primarily a Gazetteer of church music and organs in Northamptonshire and
Rutland, but contains much more, firstly outlining the history of church music making. Bands
of strings and woodwind instruments accompanied the choir in village churches from
1760–1840, before the Evangelical and Oxford Movements encouraged congregations to sing
for themselves. Churchwardens’ accounts reveal expenses for new strings and for new reeds for
a clarinet or bassoon. Titchmarsh has a full list of its instruments and Silverstone had a small brass
band! Ridlington, Rutland, still has many of its wind instruments and an oboe survives at
Harringworth church (illustrated). When a harmonium or barrel organ was given, church bands
became superfluous. Barrel organs used in the mid 19th century were often limited to 30 tunes.
Ten surviving instruments are illustrated, amongst them those at Cranford Baptist Chapel, and
the churches of Winwick, Flore, Piddington and Sutton Bassett.
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Peterborough Cathedral and Northampton All Saints’ were naturally well in advance of the
villages in terms of acquiring organs. Peterborough had a new organ built in 1661–2 by Thomas
Thamer for £130. The history of successive Cathedral organs is given with such details as the
number of stops in 1725. All saints’, Northampton, had an organ in 1706. Some parishioners
objected and tried to keep it silent by annulling the organist’s salary. This was thwarted and the
organist remained in post until he died in 1743. New organs were installed in 1804 and again
in 1844. The Guildhall had a German organ from the 1851 Great Exhibition.

House and chamber organs have a separate section (pp. 192–203). Burghley House had an
organ, in 1790, now in the chapel, built for 9th earl who got the butler to pedal it. He sometimes
wished to play during the night, so the butler installed at his own expense a pedal that the
organist could work himself. Other house organs were at Finedon Hall and Arthingworth.

Organ builders were Barkers of Northampton active by 1875. Claypoles of Peterborough
bought second-hand organs and restored or modified them. Austin Elliot of Brigstock built the
present church organ in 1892. George Maydwell Holdich born at Maidwell, worked in London
but built many organs in the county; Easton on the Hill church organ, still in use, dates from
1850; Laxton church organ by Holdich was originally built for Maidwell Hall in 1841.

Some famous names in Northamptonshire were involved in church music. George Clarke of
Scaldwell, 1790–1868, is well known for his many drawings. He also played the flute and cello
in Lamport church choir and wrote some music. His drawing of Lamport choir c.1830
accompanied with a wind band is illustrated. Henry Dryden of Canons Ashby took great
interest in choirs and organs, and had three organs built. There were also active people not well
known, like Thomas Jarman of Clipston, 1776–1861. He wrote many psalm and hymn tunes
and published four volumes of sacred music. Another composer, William Blundell of Walgrave,
published anthems and hymns in four parts, as well as symphonies figured for the organ, which
were sold by Abels of Northampton. Some examples of the music are printed in this book.

The Northamptonshire Gazetteer (pp. 61–174) and Rutland Gazetteer (pp. 175-91) both give a
complete parish list of all known references to early bands and organs and to the churches,
chapels and houses where they were installed; many of them are illustrated. Apethorpe had a
one-manual, nine-stop organ in 1783. Raunds first church organ, installed before 1826, was
damaged by a storm that also brought down the top of the spire. The Gazetteer is very complete,
including every town and village and provides information about Noncomformist places of
worship as well as Anglican churches. Oundle School chapel organ dates from 1928, being given
as a memorial to scholars who fell in the First World War. Recent events are also recorded.
Bradden church, in 1995, received the organ formerly in Chacombe Methodist Chapel, which
had been there since 1860 and was probably originally a house organ.

The book is very well produced and full of detail. Even if familiarity with organ stops and
couplers is not your normal expertise, you will find the text extremely interesting. It will become
a reference work for all those interested in any aspect of religious music and is the first such
volume to be written about two counties.

All proceeds from the sale of the book will be given to the Peterborough Cathedral fund for
repairing the organ recently damaged by fire.

David Hall

A HISTORY OF KETTERING
By R. L. Greenall

Published by Phillimore & Co. Ltd
Hardback, ISBN 1 86077 254 4, Price £18.99

Ron Greenall’s years of tutoring local history classes for the W.E.A, and the University Centre
in Northampton, his editorship of Northamptonshire Past and Present, have combined to give him
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the necessary distillation of essences of the constituent parts of this small midland town! The
History is in three parts. 1 Pre-Industrial Kettering – The Legacy of the Past. 2 The Rise of
Industrial Kettering. 3 Post-Industrial Kettering. There are useful notes with bibliographical
detail and an index.

Placing the town, from its earliest identity, RLG recites the state of the original settlement
within the structure of the post-Roman period. He tells us of the evidence of Roman
occupation and has followed this through to Saxon times with the charter of 976 and the
influence on the Manor of the re-established Abbey at Medeshamstede (Peterborough).

Of the later history, Nonconformity and the Church in Kettering, ‘a religiously competitive
town’, (quoting the author) is for me the most informed chapter of the book with dissension
among the dissenters. Here is a history of local dissension. Commencing with the Quakers of
1661; the Independent Church 1665; the Congregationalists, with Toller Methodists and Fuller
Baptists. One is enabled to appreciate the missionary work of the dissenters which was precursor
to that of the established church. Indeed, with the foundation of the Baptist Missionary Society
at Kettering in 1792, Kettering’s name became synonymous with the anti-slavery movement.
The name, Knibb, is renowned in Jamaican history and anti-slavery remains a symbol within the
town’s coat of arms!

A history of education is given for the church in the Free Grammar School, the National
School of 1811 and the North End National School. For the dissenters, from the 1830s,
education was provided at the Kettering British School in School Lane.

Surprisingly the issue of emigration is not mentioned although it was considered by the Vestry
meetings from 1837–1852 and there was some emigration from the surrounding villages.

As for the Church of England, we read about the efforts in 1817 when the Vestry Meeting
went into the manufacturing of ‘strong linens’. The manufacturing of fabric was an important
industry here for a long period – shalloons, sergies and tammies (the name from the town,
Tamworth). The worsted industry prevailed in Kettering but with improvement in technology,
the industry here got left behind. We did, however, have a local exhibitor, Stephen Walters of
School Lane, at the Great Exhibition of 1851.

Wars and the later Australian Gold Rush created a demand for footwear, and new factories
were built to meet that demand. An impact on the built environment in the town and many of
the surrounding village cottages was the workshop built at the bottom of the gardens of out-
worker finishers. Evidence of old out-working still remains in the local villages.

The old squabble of ‘who is responsible’ regarding matters of health and sanitation pertained
until the Local Government Board was instituted. Would those whose endeavours saw the way
forward for better water supplies, by building Cransley Reservoir in 1891 and Thorpe Malsor
in 1910, understand the reasoning behind the sale of such benefits by the authorities one
hundred years later!

So many of the good stories have already been ‘snapped up’ by Tony Ireson, such as that of
the Felton brothers, the Salvation Army and the Brass Band tradition. The average visitor to The
Wicksteed Park would be greatly surprised to read that the benefactor of the park started in the
locality as proprietor of a steam-ploughing business. Foundry and Founding was important to
the town as was the open-cast mining of iron ore in the surrounding area. It is timely to be
reminded of the vision and benefit to the town of men such as Charles Wicksteed and William
Timpson. Sadly, modern vernacular has rendered the Wicksteed family’s gift, The Wicksteed Park
as Wickees! Another gripe is that the up-market properties built on the headlands of the field
route to Pytchley are now deemed rather baldly as, Headlands! Why not The Headlands as it was
originally?

Trade and its markets built Kettering. The coming of the railways in 1857 brought new
markets but little is to be found here about the workers on the rail-line and their impact on the
district? Was there no social impingement? Equally there is no mention of the closure and final
loss of a Cattle Market for the town in 1992. The name for a fixed price meal, ordinaries, was
only known to me as a meal at a market tavern! Will the recorder of the 21st century have a
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different perspective when placing the town within its environs? Will the A14 render it ‘by-
passed’?

An affectionate dedication is made here to Tony Ireson ‘who loved every brick, stone and
story of old Kettering’, and to the late Fred Moore and Frank Thompson whose photographic
collections are used and gratefully acknowledged. Local readers will appreciate the
endpapers – the map of Northamptonshire (2nd Edition 1791) by Kettering’s own mapmaker,
Thomas Eayre, and the Ordnance Survey of 1865, both centred on Kettering. The contribution
made by Peter Taylor, whose rescaled drawings are an aid to the understanding of some of the
illustrative material, is to be applauded.

Ron Greenall has brought Kettering’s history up to the 21st century. This is a well ‘clothed’
account and a handsome production containing some arresting views of past workplaces.

Rosemary Eady

A DICTIONARY OF BRITISH PLACE-NAMES
A. D. Mills

ISBN 0 19 852758 6
Oxford University Press 2003

A5, xxxvii + 533 pp, perfect bound. Price £9.99

This book contains an enormous amount of information about 17,000 place-names in the four
countries of the British Isles. The introduction explains that the selection of names has been
limited to those occurring on tourist and other similar maps at a scale of three miles to an inch.
Some such selection obviously has to be made since if each of the place-name volumes for just
the English counties were reduced to one tenth, the information still could not be fitted into
one book.

The introduction gives a guide to the study and interpretation of place-names, particularly
the necessity of having early forms of a name. Some names are self-evident and have changed
but little, like Oxford. Others like Broughton are derived from word-elements as different as
‘brook’, ‘hill’ or ‘fortification.’ Broughton in Northamptonshire is ascribed to a ‘brook’ by Gover
et al. (The Place-Names of Northamptonshire, 1933) and to a ‘fortification’ by Mills. Generally the
earliest name-form is given with an explanation of its likely meaning. Classes of name are
explained, there being three most commonly found – tribal or folk-names (Oundle), habitative
(Grimscote) and topographical (Wansford). England has a low survival of Celtic names with
superimposition of Viking and Norman French forms on the mass of Old English names.

I am not sure for what type of reader the book is intended. It would certainly add to the mini
travelling library of those holidaymakers who set out with ‘one-inch’ Ordnance maps, a
geological map, and the good-pub and good-food guides. The author and publisher no doubt
expect more. It is useful for a regional view, but does not supersede the county volumes, for
which the specialist will want to know about farm and other local names. It is nevertheless useful
for those counties, like Northamptonshire, for which the county volumes are long out of print.
The detail would have to await a library visit, but all the major places can be readily found.

I am also uncertain about the value of mixing all four countries into a single list. Generally
Northamptonshire readers would not need information about Ireland, and if they did it could
be easily looked up in a separate Irish section. It is, however, of interest to have names from the
Celtic countries conveniently to hand when looking up some of the few Northamptonshire
names that are Celtic, like Crick. Crick can be found along with other similar names in England
and Wales all of which mean ‘hill’ in Celtic.

The entries for each place are necessarily brief to conform to the summary format. This is
unfortunate for Crick; the name ‘hill’ could be applied to nearly all the villages that lie on the
western Northamptonshire scarp from Aynho to Easton on the Hill (both of which places have
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Old English words for ‘hill’). The significance of Crick is that a piece of the scarp has become
detached in geological times to form an unusual and dramatic free-standing mound called
‘Cracks Hill’ (a pleonasm). This kind of detail could not be included in the book very often and,
of course, the editor would not normally have such local information, although in this case it is
cautiously suggested by Gover et al. The book is useful for looking up local and field names, not
because any field names are entered, but because some of them are the same as village place-
names in other counties, e.g. Bosley (in Harringworth), Buston (King’s Sutton). The
Northamptonshire fieldnames may not, of course, have the same meaning as the names from
elsewhere, but preliminary ideas are provided for further research.

The book concludes with an up-to-date glossary of place-name elements found in the
British Isles and has a good bibliography for other dictionaries, county surveys, monographs and
related studies. It serves as a useful guide to place-names, either as it stands for those with a casual
interest, or as a way into more profound studies for those who need detail. It is very good value
at £9.99.

David Hall

SHORTER NOTICES

ALL SAINTS’, OAKHAM, A GUIDE AND HISTORY
by Nigel Aston

Multum in Parvo Press 2003, from 6 Chater Road, Oakham, Rutland LE15 6RY
ISBN 0 9524544 4 0

A5, 28pp. Price £3 incl. p&p.

This booklet continues the series of high quality church guides now available in several
churches. It is illustrated throughout in full colour with more than 40 first-class illustrations. A
two-page guide at the front provides a quick tour of the church for those who do not have time
to work through the whole booklet. The central outline plan has lines connecting, say, the site
of the lectern, to a summary text in a box with a small picture of the item.

The main text begins with the interior, giving detail of each item of interest, many of them
illustrated with photographs. Jeffrey Hudson (1619–82), the Rutland Dwarf, was baptised in the
late Norman font. In 1925, the bells were recast, one of them had been made by Henry Penn
of Peterborough in 1723. There are fine carvings on the Early English pier capitals showing
religious and secular themes, one of them of a fox carrying a goose. Roger Flore, several times
Speaker of the House of Commons (died 1428), paid for the spire to be completed.

The guide is very comprehensive and well designed. If you have not visited the church
before, it is well worth a trip. Dr. Ashton and the photographers, Richard Adams and Ken
Weatherhogg, are to be congratulated.

The Cake and Cockhorse, the magazine of the Banbury Historical Society, is issued three times
yearly (price £2.50) and continues to publish articles and other information of interest to
Northamptonshire readers. Vol. 15, no. 8, the issue for Spring 2003 has a detailed article by
Deborah Hayter on sheep and enclosure in the 16th century in King’s Sutton and Chipping
Warden Hundreds. Volume 15 is now complete and has a full index of subjects, personal names
and places. Autumn/Winter 2003 (Vol. 16 no. 1) and Spring 2004 (Vol. 16 no. 2) are also
available. The Society publishes a Records Series of Volumes of which Number 27, King’s Sutton
Churchwardens’ Accounts, edited by Paul Hayter, has been reviewed in NPP.

We have received notice of the following title:
The River Nene, a Pictorial History, by Josephine Jeremiah, (Phillimore, 2003). Price £14.99.
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OBITUARY NOTICES

Robert Henry Nevile Dashwood D.L.

On 18th June 2004, ‘Robin’ Dashwood died at his home at Farthinghoe Lodge, having given a
lifetime of service to Northamptonshire. He was born on 19th September 1921 and educated
at Harrow School and Magdalene College, Cambridge, until war interrupted his university
education and he joined the Royal Artillery from 1941 to 1946 ending his service as a Captain
in the Royal Indian Artillery. His father had purchased the farm at Farthinghoe in 1941 with
sitting tenants and in a very dilapidated condition, and when Robin was discharged from the
Army he became a farmer, eventually farming a thousand acres in south Northamptonshire. It
was here that his great interest in trees and the landscape found root and continued to give him
enormous pleasure throughout his life. 

Robin’s contribution to public service was outstanding. In local government he was a
councillor for more than 45 years, serving on parish and district councils, together with the
county council where he was a member for 13 years. His interest in education was realised as a
school governor of Magdalen College School, Brackley, – for many years its Chairman, and as
the founding chairman of the governors of Chenderit school at Middleton Cheney. It was at
Middleton Cheney that Robin first became a Magistrate in 1951, a role he held for 40 years,
serving at Brackley and Towcester, becoming Chairman of the Magistrates Association from
1986–9. He was also a member of the Visiting Committee at Bedford prison for 12 years. Robin
loved Farthinghoe and its area, hosting many events at his home for the village and the church.
For over 50 years he was a member of the Court of Assistants of the Corporation of the Sons
of the Clergy and he was still serving the church at the time of his death.

Robin had been a member of the Northamptonshire Record Society for many years and
was the proud possessor of a collection of books, maps and illustrations of the county. He became
a member of the Northamptonshire Archives Committee and served on the Technical and
Advisory Sub-Committee in 1968. In the following year this became the Northamptonshire
and Huntingdonshire Archives Committee and after reorganisation in 1974, Robin became
chairman of the Technical Advisory Panel, continuing as a member until his death. Both Robin
and his wife Ruth were immensely interested in the gardens and designed landscapes of the
county and supported each other in their work. Robin was a founding member of the
Northamptonshire Gardens Trust, formed in 1991, serving on the Council of Management for
a number of years until his place was taken by Ruth. He was still Treasurer of the
Northamptonshire branch of the National Gardens Scheme of which Ruth is a Deputy County
Organiser.

Robin became High Sheriff of Northamptonshire for 1980–81 and was appointed a Deputy
Lieutenant for the County in 1988. It was as a Deputy Lieutenant that he enjoyed his last official
function by attending the D-day landings service on 6th June in the company of many of his
friends and colleagues.

Upon his retirement as Chairman of the Technical Advisory Panel he planted a red oak,
quercus rubra, in the landscaping around the County Record Office with the help of his friend,
the then Lord Lieutenant, Sir John Lowther. It is a fitting symbol of Robin’s love and service to
Northamptonshire, its history and its landscape.

Jenny Burt

Nanette Godfrey
1944-2003

Nanette Godfrey was born of teacher parents in January 1944 and educated at Northampton
School for Girls. After graduating in English at Goldsmiths’ College, London she intended to
become an Anglican nun. This did not materialise and she took a post as a house-mistress at The



Royal Ballet School, London. After moving to Abbots Bromley she was deputy head of Ancaster
House at Bexhill-on-Sea. In 1984, Nanette became headmistress of Tudor Hall Girls’ School,
being only the second headmistress to have had no previous connection with the school, which
was founded in 1850. She died of cancer in September 2003. Nanette was a benefactor to the
Record Society and presented her late father’s extensive antiquarian book collection.

Trevor Hold
1939-2004

Trevor Hold, writer and composer, had a national reputation, but his artistic life was inspired by
the Northamptonshire countryside. He was born at Northampton, son of a father who played
the clarinet. When he got polio at the age of six, piano lessons were prescribed (successfully) to
restore the use of his upper left arm; this led to his interest in the piano. He was composing by
the age of 10, when he won a local talent competition at Northampton. His interest in the
countryside was gained through the Scouts. At Northampton Grammar School he discovered
poetry and especially John Clare. He soon wrote his own poetry, eventually publishing four
collections (1971, 1981, 1991 and 2001).

Trevor studied music privately before winning a scholarship to Nottingham University to
read English in 1957. He changed to a Batchelor of Music course and subsequently received the
first first-class music degree awarded by Nottingham. He set a cycle For John Clare (1964),
written for tenor and 11 instruments, and won the Clements Prize for his string quartet (1967).
He held teaching posts at Market Harborough Grammar School (Head of Music), Aberystwyth
University and Liverpool University (Lecturer in Music). Here his latest music was played. He
returned to Northamptonshire in 1970 as lecturer and organising music tutor at Leicester
University Department of Adult Education, becoming senior lecturer in 1979. When in adult
education, he was very keen to bridge the gap between modern music and local audiences. One
of his students was David Owen Norris.

During the 1970s and 80s he composed much music, some of it recorded; there was the John
Clare songbook in 1980 and in 1983 an opera, The Second Death. During the 1980s the BBC
broadcast a succession of his latest works, many of them song cycles, as they appeared. His
symphony was performed in 1988 and later there was a piano concerto.

Trevor took early retirement in 1989 to devote his time to composing and writing. He
lectured and wrote on a variety of topics, most frequently the English song. He published a study
of the songs of Roger Quiller (1978) and a major study of English Romantic song from Parry
to Finzi (2002).

Trevor wrote several articles for NPP, the last (in 2002) about the young Finedon poet, Digby
Dolben. He was also one of our regular reviewers. Trevor, was well known at his home village
of Wadenhoe and contributed to the recent book The Story of Wadenhoe (1998, reviewed in NPP
2000). He was much irritated by the east of the county having a Peterborough post-code and
used the address Wadenhoe, Northants, via Peterborough. At the time of his death he was
working on a new setting of Clare for chorus and narrator, and was writing an article on three
Northamptonshire Composers (Malcolm Arnold, William Alwyn and Edmund Rubbra). Trevor
was the fourth composer that the county has produced.

David Hall
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23

Beddington, William Richard,
66

Bedfordshire, Carlton, 8-9;
Chellington, 8–9, Clopton, 9;
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tower 25; walnut staircase, 28
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Empson, Richard, 14; Thomas,

17
Engel, Matthew, 67
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Eye, 67

Fagan, J. B., 79
Fawsley, 71
Faxton, 46, 52
Fisher, James, 50
Flore, 11
Fotheringhay, 13, 19; Castle, 89
Fowler, 16
France, Calais, 12; Guisnes, 11–13
Franklin, Benjamin, 44; Thomas,

44–5

Galsworthy, John, 75
Gardiner, Gerald, 77
Gardner, Thomas, 38
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39; William, 39
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12, 18
Goldston, Edward, 61
Gonski, Adolph, 57
Gordon, George S., 77
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Grey, Thomas, 10
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Halstead, Robert, 29
Hampshire, Vyne, 25
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Harrow School, 74
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Hartshorne, Albert, 69–70
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Hastings, Raph, Sir, 7-13
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Heymanson, Elias, 61
Hill, Theophilus, 49
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Howard, Henry, Earl of Arundel
27; John, Lord, 10; William,
Lord, 21, 29

Howe, Charles, 31–40; Emanuel
Scrope, 36; John Grubham,
36

Hare, John, 74
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Isaac, Samuel, 56–7
Isham, 8, 16
Isham, Gyles 73–82; Justinian,

25; Vere, 73–4; Virginia, 73–4

Jessel, Charles John, 66
Jewish Forces Centre, 63
Jolles, Benjamin, 64
Jones Isaac, 50
Joseph, Lesley, 67; Michael, 54;

Nathan, 57
Justice of the Peace, 9, 15

Katz, Arthur, 61
Kettering, 56, 74
King’s Cliffe, 8, 12, 15
Kirby, 88
Knightley, Louisa, Lady, 71
Kuyaski, 60

Lamport, 27; Hall, 73
Lancashire, Stand 48;

Warrington 45
Launde, William, Chaplain, 13
leather merchant, 59
Leff, Samuel, 62
Leicestershire, Ashby-de-la-

Zouche, 13; Bosworth, 12–
13, 16; Kirby, 7; Shagton, 8

Levy, Barnard Moses, 55;
Benjamin, 55
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foundry, 43-4

Longden, Isham, 71
Lovell, Francis, lord, 10
Lowett, Benjamin, 77
Lygon, Henry, 79

Macauley, George, 36

Macready, William Charles, 74
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Manningham, Oliver, 10
Marcus, Moses, 57
Martin-Harvey, John, 74
Marx, Isidore, 62
Masefield, John, 75
Master of the Mint, 11
Maurier, Gerald du, 74, 79
Maxwell, George, 39; J. C., 72
Mazer, Nathan H., 63
Michaelson, Harry, 59
Michel, Ditta, 59; George
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Middlesex, Barking Abbey, 13;

Syon, 13; Woolwich, 13
Middleton Cheney, 41, 45;
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Middleton. Elizabeth, 17
Milton Hall, 52
Milton Malsor, 42
Mitchell, Henry 11
Mordaunt, Charles 29;
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Peterborough, 21; Henry,
2nd Earl of Peterborough,
21, 24; John, 29

Moss, Morris, 58
Myers, Samuel, 54

Neal John, 38
Neilson, Julia, 74
Neville, Richard, Earl of

Warwick, 7, 15; George,
Bishop of Exeter, 9

Newport, Andrew, 27
Norfolk, Duke of, 27; Henry,

29; Philip, Cardinal, 29 
Norris, Henry 50
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Cynthia Spencer House, 64;
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57
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O’Brien, 6th Earl of Thomand,
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Oakley, Little, 87
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Oundle School, 66
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76; University Dramatic
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46 
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Ritterband, Montague, 64
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Rothwell, 56; Hospital Hill, 59
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Royal Academy of Drama, 75
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Rutland, Barrowden, 16; Great
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Speight, Robert, 77
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Hospital, 52
Standish, David, 47
Stanion, 56, 85
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Theatre, 73
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Croydon, Gillet & Johnson,
49; Reigate, 24

Sutton Bassett, 83
Sywell, 15

Talman, William, 30

Tanfield, Robert, 15
Tarry, Fred, 74
Tattershall, John, 13
Terry, Kate, 75
Thorpe Thomas, 8
Throckmorton, Mary, 21
Tillemans, Peter, 33
Titchmarsh, 10, 48–9, 56
Tremayle, Thomas, 10
Tresham, Thomas, 8–9, 15
Twigden, John, 46
Twistleton, John, 12

Ullman, Philip, 61

Vaughan, Charles John, 73;
David James, 74; Henry
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Vaux, William, 8; Anne 8
Victoria County History, 68, 71
villa, Roman, 87

Warner, Richard, 27
Washington, Elizabeth, 31
Webb, John 25,
Weedon barracks, 57
Weedon Pinkney, 38
Weekley, 85
Weldon, 27, 85; Plain, 88
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station, 62

Wesley, John, 32
Weston, Richard, 32
Westrop, 39
Whittlebury House, 66
Wightman, John, 44
Wilby, 7
Wilde, Oscar, 76
Wildlife Trust, 67
Williams, Emlyn, 77, 79
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Cumberwell, 36; Fonthill
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Windsor, St George’s Chapel, 16
Winnick, David, 62
Wolston, Sir Guy, 13–20
woodland, 84–6
Woodville, Elizabeth, 9, 11;
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Woolf, Virginia, 74
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Wothorpe, 88
Wreschner, Hans, 61

York, Elizabeth of, 13, 16
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BOOKS MISSING FROM THE NRS LIBRARY

Please can you help? We have no record of the whereabouts of the following Library
books:

NRS Volume 25 1777 Militia Lists (Hatley).
NRS Volume 38 Open Fields (Hall).
NPP Bound Volumes, I, II, III and IV.
Aynho, Cooper.
Last Years of the Protectorate 1656–1658, Volumes I and II.
Memorials of Old Northamptonshire, Alice Dryden.
RCHM Volume 1, Archaeological Sites in NE Northamptonshire.



Cover illustration:
The eastern front of Apethorpe Hall, 1623

(D. N. Hall, December 2002)
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