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The Editor welcomes original research on all aspects of history in Northamptonshire.
All contributions should be submitted in Word.doc or docx, with images in separate
digital files, either JPEG or TIFE preferably with a resolution of at least 300dpi. Please
use the existing house style of NP&P (A style guide is available from the Secretary at
enquiries@northamptonshirerecordsociety.org.uk)

Each article should have at least one illustration and full articles at least three. All
illustrations must be of good quality with copyright permission stated and obtained
where appropriate. When negotiating permission, please bear in mind that the issue
will be published on our website a year after publication — copyright holders need to
be made aware of this.

The maximum length is 7,000 words, but shorter articles, research notes, reports on
work in progress and small news items are very welcome. Draft texts may be sent for
discussion. The deadline for material is the end of April.

All communications regarding articles in this and future issues should be addressed to
Wendy Raybould, Hon. Editor, Northamptonshire Record Society, Wootton Hall Park,
Northampton, NN4 8BQ, or the Hon. Secretary at
enquiries@northamptonshirerecordsociety.org.uk
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NOTES AND NEWS

This year we welcome Stuart Bell to the Society’s ranks as our new Honorary Treasurer.
Neil Lyon having taken on a double role as General Editor and Honorary Secretary and
Deborah Hayter stepping into the Chair, we now have an almost full complement of officers
to take the Society forward into its second century. We are still in need of an Honorary
Lecture Secretary — could this be you?

* k k% k %

Jacqui Minchinton taught palaeography on the Leicester University Advanced Certificate
in Local History course at Barrack Road in Northampton in the 1980s. She introduced a
generation of local history students to a closer connection with past county inhabitants
by opening the door to original documents hitherto beyond their grasp. One is reminded
again of that vivid observation by our founder, Joan Wake, of, ‘this wonderful exciting
business we were up to, this intimate contact with real people in the remote past’, quoted
in Neil Lyon’s book, The best burglar in the county. (For those who have not heard, this title
carried oft the Northamptonshire Heritage Forum Award for Best Publication last year.)

Not only did Jacqui equip us to mine the riches of the Northamptonshire county records,
then housed at Delapre Abbey, but she was also on hand there, as Assistant Archivist, to
guide, support and encourage those taking their first, tentative steps into research. For many
years she served this Society, as Chairman of the Library Committee and in countless other
ways, sharing her expertise and experience. (Your editor also remembers a jolly romp
through the history of English costume that she presented to the Friends of Daventry
Museum as that museum was first finding its feet under the direction of Victoria Gabbitas.)
The appearance of her obituary in this year’s issue marks something of an end to a much-
missed era of public education and the excitement of fresh exploration and discovery at
the level of individual communities.

* % ok Kk %k

Looking to the future, some members may have noticed that our website is undergoing
developments to make it more accessible and easier to navigate. This process is ongoing and
will take time to complete so keep watching this space.

In another space on social media, a Facebook page has been set up to publicise the work
of the Society and draw attention to the wide range of topics which have been covered by
our publications, hopefully encouraging a new generation of potential members to explore
both this and the refreshed website with a view to considering membership.

* % k& Kk %
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A further new development this year, as an alternative to a lecture, was a Society outing,
organised by Neil Lyon, to visit the Judges’ Lodgings in George Row, Northampton for a
guided tour by Bruce Bailey. This event, on March 31 was enthusiastically attended by some
thirty members.

The Judges’ Lodgings were built in the early 19 century to accommodate
Circuit judges and their support teams, hearing cases in the Sessions House
next door (to the right of this picture.)

The party assembled in the grand dining room where the staff made everyone welcome
before an introductory talk from Neil and Bruce over coftee.

Coffee and introduction in the Dining Room
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The tour took in the sitting room on the ground floor and two floors of bedrooms and
facilities, before moving next door to the Sessions House where members craned their
necks in awe at the two extraordinary seventeenth century ceilings created by Edward
Goudge, chief plasterer to Sir Christopher Wren.

Ceiling in the Crown Court Ceiling in the Nisi Prius Court

The house is adorned with many pictures, of local dignitaries and places, which are on loan
from this Society, having been donated by past members — a far better setting for them than
storage in a vault where few can see them. One of the pictures with a particularly personal
connection to the Society and our founder is the portrait of Lady Ethel Wickham who lived
at Cotterstock Hall 1921 — 1961. In 1925 she sold her motorbike to Joan Wake for /25!

Lady Ethel Wickham



NOTES AND NEWS 7

* k k k %

Another year brings another crop of interesting primary research into Northamptonshire
history, based largely, but not exclusively, on those sources surviving and remaining in the
care of our own County Archives Service. The resourcefulness of individuals with a passion
for their subjects has resulted in the unearthing of material in other places with all the
singe-minded determination of a truffle-hound!

This year’ journal has a focus on Northampton town. This was not intentional but has been
a happy accident, bringing together papers on aspects of the town over three centuries.

D J Bryden concludes his fascinating account of the unconventional career of Richard
Comfield and the sad end of his remarkable school in Horse Market. His meticulous work
on newspaper advertisements and the sale catalogue of scientific instruments permits a
glimpse into the levels of scientific interest and understanding prevailing within the county
in the early years of the nineteenth century.

Round the corner from Horse Market, on Marefair, stands Cromwell House. Drawing on
deeds discovered in the Leicestershire Record Office to augment information from sources
still in Northamptonshire, Tom Welsh gives us a history of one of the houses in the town
that survived the Great Fire of 1675.

Thanks to some resourceful detective work in, among other places, the collections at the
V&A Museum in London, Susan Moss has brought to life the saga of rival architects and
the building, with a subsequent extension, of Northampton Town Hall in the 19" century.

Reflecting a less glorious aspect of Northampton, Jack Cox takes us into the records of
Northampton Gaol to meet two unfortunates whose sentences were remitted. This short
cameo throws vivid light onto an aspect of the criminal justice system of the time.

Away from the county town, Stephen Swailes turns to the National Archives and employs
another category of legal record - the Coroners’ rolls, to throw light on the incidence of
accidental death in the middle ages across the county and in an analysis of the causes of
those accidents reflects on details of the daily life of the period.

Then in the extreme east of the county, Peter McDonald revisits an old dispute among
clergy at Peterborough Abbey.

So there is a wide variety of treats for you to dip into, or devour in one go, as you feel
inclined.

Many thanks to all our contributors and the supporting team that makes the production of
this journal possible.

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

David Bryden worked for nearly four decades in various national and university museums.
He has published widely on early scientific instruments and the British instrument-making
trade, 1600 — 1850. A current interest is in the use of instruments to demonstrate and teach
the principles and applications of science during the long eighteenth century. Men like
John Banks used instruments to supplement the relatively poor coverage of the sciences
within the traditional and conservative education syllabus focussed on the classics.
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Jack Cox is a PhD student at the University of Northampton whilst working as an Archives
Assistant at the Northamptonshire Archives and Heritage Service. His current work is a
comprehensive study of the utilisation of convict transportation in British-occupied India
alongside penal colonies in Australia and America.

Peter McDonald completed doctoral studies in medieval history in the early 1980s and
has resumed his interest in the field after retiring from a career in Australian public
service.He has published several papers on monasticism and Anglo-papal relations. He lives
in Canberra, Australia.

Susan Moss followed an early career as a Copywriter and Editor before becoming a
university/ college lecturer. Having attained postgraduate qualifications in both local and
architectural history the universities of Leicester and Oxford, she now lectures in both
subject areas and writes on the landscape and urban history of Northamptonshire.

Stephen Swailes has produced a range of transcriptions of parish registers and documents
for Northamptonshire Archives and Heritage Service and has contributed previously to
NP&P on a range of topics including the 1301 Lay Subsidy, Wellingborough’s Great War
casualties and parish register survival.

Tom Welsh is a retired Environmental Science lecturer who taught at Northampton
University until 2010, but had a hobby interest in local history and researched Northampton
streets.



Peterborough Abbey and Warmington Church: A Sequel
PETER MCDONALD

Dr Michael Franklin has traced in depth the tortuous path by which Peterborough Abbey
obtained vicarage ordinances in 1316 for the church of St Mary the Virgin Warmington,
one of Northamptonshire’s wealthiest.! The process began with a bull of appropriation from
Pope Boniface VIII in 1296.% But legal battles at the papal curia against Bishop Sutton
(1280-99),” who seemingly objected to the abbey’s claims of poverty,* and his successor
Dalderby delayed the process for twenty years.> The monks gave Dalderby in return for the
vicarage ordinances the advowson of the church of Normanby-by-Spital, which he
appropriated to Lincoln’s vicars choral, but even then they came out ahead by £20 a year.®
Peterborough learned from the experience and took care thereafter to cultivate friends at
the papal curia: when the cardinal legates Gaucelme de Jean and Luca Fieschi visited in
1318, for example, Abbot Godfrey of Crowland bestowed gifts of books, vestments, and
plate.”

But the register of Adam Boothby, abbot from 1321 to 1338, suggests that even then
Peterborough’s legal difficulties over Warmington did not end in 1316.A document of 17
June 1323 appointed M. Robert de Pinchbeck, canon of York and Lincoln residing at the
papal curia, as the abbey’s proctor to seek papal letters and to defend the abbey and the
church of Warmington appropriated to it.> Two documents from 17 November 1330
provide more information. The first appointed M. Richard Thormerton as the abbey’s
general proctor in the Roman curia.” (Pinchbeck had died before March 1325.)" The
second, enclosed with it, notified Thormerton that the suit between the abbey and M.
Gilbert de Middleton, archdeacon of Northampton, over the appropriation of Warmington
church had been permanently settled, God willing, by an amicable composition between
them which preserved the comfort and honour of the abbey. Thormerton was therefore to
pay off the advocates he had employed on the case, because the abbey had no other work

1 Franklin, M. J. “The Bishop, the Abbot and Warmington Rectory: A Medieval Church Appropriation
Struggle’, Northamptonshire Past and Present, 6 (1980-81), 197—206.The ordinance is in Lincolnshire Archives,
DIOC/BEN/3/64; DIOC/REG/2, tols. 132'~132". Warmington was assessed for taxation at /38, three
times the average in the area.in 1291: Taxatio Ecclesiastica database, https://www.dhi.ac.uk/taxatio/benkey?
benkey=LL.NO.OU.11 (accessed 24 August 2021).

2 Bliss, W. H. et al (eds), Calendar of Entries in the Papal Registers relating to Great Britain and Ireland. Papal Letters,
23 vols to date, London and Dublin, 1893—, vol. I, pp. 558, 561. For appropriations in general see Wood-
Legh, K. Studies in Church Life in England under Edward III, Cambridge, 1934, pp. 127-53, and for the role
of the papacy Barrell, A. D. M. ‘Papal Involvement in Appropriations in Scotland and Northern England,
1342-1378’, Northern History, 24 (1988), 18-37.

3 Hill, R. M. T. (ed.). The Rolls and Register of Bishop Oliver Sutton 1280-99, vol.V, Lincoln Record Society,
60, Lincoln, 1965, p. 208; Raban, S. (ed.) The White Book of Peterborough, Northampton, 2001, pp. 80-82, nos
79-80.

4 Lincolnshire Archives, DIOC/REG/3, fol. 356".

5 Lincolnshire Archives, DIOC/REG/2, fols 132'—132".

6 Franklin, 198081, pp. 202-05.

7 ‘Walteri de Wytelse Coenobii Burgensis Historia’, in Sparke, J. (ed.), Historiae Coenobii Burgensis Scriptores
Varii, London, 1723, pp. 125-216 (pp. 173-74).

8 British Library (BL), MS Cotton Vespasian E xxi, fol. 53".

9 BL, MS Cotton Vespasian E xxi, fol. 67".

10 Cf. the collation to his former canonry atYork inYork, Timmins, T. C. B. (ed.) The Register of William Melton,
Archbishop of York, 1317-1340, vol.V. Canterbury and York Society Vol. 93, Woodbridge, 2002, pp. 6465, no.
200.A Robert Pinchbeck associated with the papal treasury in Avignon in 1336 was presumably a namesake
or relative: Partner, P. D. ‘Camera Papae: Problems of Papal Finance in the Later Middle Ages’, Journal of
Ecclesiastical History, 4 (1953), 55-68 (p. 57).
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for them. He should calculate their recompense and advise the abbot, but it should be
moderate because the case had been dormant long before the settlement.'!

The letter gives no details of the substance of the dispute; presumably the abbey’s case
records were in a separate file now lost. Moreover, the records of the papal tribunals do not
survive from this period. But if Thormerton had engaged advocates (akin to a modern
solicitor’s briefing barristers), the case must have advanced some way.'?

Peterborough’s choice of representatives shows that it took the case seriously. Pinchbeck
was a prominent and well-beneficed canonist and proctor who had studied canon law at
the curia.”® His clients included the archbishops of York and Dublin, the bishops of Norwich
and Durham, and the abbot of Bury St Edmunds."* Peterborough had presented him to a
rectory in 1312." Thormerton, a notary and learned in both laws, also represented a wide
range of interests at the curia, including at times the Crown,'® the archbishop of York, and
the bishop and chapter of Salisbury.'” He held an impressive array of benefices, including
prebends of Salisbury cathedral where he acted as locum tenens for the dean.' Such lawyers
were not cheap: Bury St Edmunds in 1348 promised M. Richard Drax DCL /20 a year
for acting for them and providing help and advice; a hundred shillings until the abbey
presented him to a benefice if his obligations were dormant (sopifa) in any year; a hundred
shillings in subsequent years if they remained so; a robe and furs or cash in lieu; and provision
for travel, books, and accommodation in Avignon."

Middleton for his part was a formidable opponent. A highly influential canon lawyer who
started in the ecclesiastical courts of Lincoln and was a long-serving canon there, he had
been dean of the Court of Arches (the highest tribunal in Canterbury province) for at least
twelve years, official of Canterbury, vicar-general of Winchester, royal councillor, and royal
representative at the Council of Vienne in 1311 and elsewhere. His protégé, William of
Edington, became royal treasurer, chancellor, and bishop of Winchester. Bishops, abbots,
abbesses, and priors sought to keep on Middleton’s right side by granting him pensions and

11 BL, MS Cotton Vespasian E xxi, fols 67"—68".

12 Salonen, K. Papal Justice: The Sacra Romana Rota in the Later Middle Ages, Farnham, 2016, Ch. 1.

13 Bliss, 1893, vol. II, p. 97.

14 Zutshi, P.N.R. The Avignon Popes and their Chancery: Collected Essays, Florence, 2021, p. 281; Zutshi, P. N. R.
Original Papal Letters in England, 1305—1415, Vatican City, 1990, p. 36, no 73;York, Borthwick Institute,
Archiepiscopal Register 9A, fols 18", 24". Two popes ordered the Archbishop of Dublin to repay debts to
Pinchbeck: Bliss, 1893, vol. I, pp. 82, 220.

15 Raban, 2001, pp. 222-23, no. 216.

16 Bliss, W. H. (ed.). Calendar of Entries in the Papal Registers relating to Great Britain and Ireland. Petitions to the
Pope: Volume I, London, 1896, pp. 4, 10.

17 Goller, E. (ed.) Die Einnahmen der apostolischen Kammer unter Johann XXII, Paderborn, 1910, p. 763 (September
1326).

18 Chew, H. M. (ed.). Hemingby’s Register, Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society Records Branch
vol. 18, Devizes, 1963, esp. pp. 236—39; Ploger, K. England and the Avignon Popes: The Practice of Diplomacy in
Late Medieval Europe, London, 2005, p. 133, n. 147; Zutshi, 2021, pp. 81-83,291-92.

19 Cambridge University Library, MS Gg.iv.4, fol. 343".
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benefices.”” He was personally summoned to parliament, along with other lawyers, seven
times between 1321 and 1326.%'

Archdeacon of Northampton since 1316,> Middleton may have believed the appropriation
and vicarage arrangements somehow infringed his archidiaconal rights. He had earlier been
a pensioner of Peterborough and may have advised it, but that would not prevent his acting
against the abbey.” In October 1316, Bishop Dalderby had commissioned him to examine
the abbey’s witnesses supporting its claim to Warmington, especially its claim that it could
not otherwise afford the cost of the hospitality attendant on its proximity to the highroad
without neglecting essential maintenance.* The adequacy of the abbey’s annual payment
to him of 14s for procurations and synodalia® is an unlikely explanation for the dispute:
that sum would scarcely have warranted the expense of a lawsuit in Avignon, given that
Middleton had to give the bishop two thirds of the synodalia, as well as two thirds of the
procurations if he did not visit the church in person.?

Another possibility is that the abbey objected to paying the synodalia and procurations:
arrangements varied across England, but the norm in Lincoln diocese was that the vicar
paid synodalia, while vicars paid procurations in some cases and appropriators in others.”

20 Highfield, J. R. L. William of Edington, Bishop of Winchester, Edington, 1962, pp. 1-2. See also Donahue, C.
“The Legal Professions of Fourteenth-Century England’, in Laws, Lawyers and Texts: Studies in Medieval Legal
History in Honour of Paul Brand, ed. S. Jenks et al, Leiden, 2012, pp. 227-51 (pp. 240—43); Ramsay, N. ‘Retained
Legal Counsel ¢. 1275—c. 1475’, Tansactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5 ser., 35 (1985),95—112 (97-98);
Emden, A. B. A Biographical Dictionary of the University of Oxford to AD 1500, 3 vols, Oxford, 1957-59,Vol.
I1, pp. 1274-75.

21 Palgrave, F (ed.). The Parliamentary Writs, vol. 11, div. 2, London, 1830, pp. 236 (1321), 246 (1322), 287 (1323),
289 (1324), 329 (May 1325), 335 (October 1325), 351 (1326). For contemporary questioning of such
summonses in the anonymous treatise Modus Tenendi Parliamentum, see Pronay, N. and Taylor, J. (eds).
Parliamentary Texts of the Later Middle Ages, Oxtord, 1980, pp. 67—68 and Roskell, J. S. ‘A Consideration of
Certain Aspects and Problems of the English Modus Tenendi Parliamentunt’, Bulletin of the John Rylands Library,
50 (1968), 411-42 (430-31).

22 Lincolnshire Archives, DIOC/REG/2, fol. 292"; cf. Bennett, N. H. The Beneficed Clergy of the Diocese of
Lincoln during the Episcopate of Henry Burghersh, 1320—1340, DPhil thesis, University of York, 1989, pp. 243,
295, 35657, 369-70.

23 Raban, 2001, p. 267, no. 256, and Raban, S. ‘Lawyers Retained by Peterborough Abbey in the Thirteenth
and Early Fourteenth Centuries’, in Laws, Lawyers and Texts: Studies in Medieval Legal History in Honour of
Paul Brand, ed. S. Jenks et al, Leiden, 2012, pp. 201-25 (pp. 205-06), who notes, for example, that M. Robert
of Buckingham, originally pensioned and beneficed by the abbey, changed sides to appear for Bishop
Dalderby over Warmington.

24 Lincolnshire Archives, DIOC/REG/3, fol. 356".

25 The payment lasted until the Dissolution: Mellows, W. T. (ed.), The Last Days of Peterborough Monastery,
Publications of the Northamptonshire Record Society vol. 12, Kettering, 1947, p. 14.

26 On archdeacons’ income, see Black, W. E. The Medieval Archdeacon in Canon Law, with a Case Study of the
Diocese of Lincoln, PhD thesis, University of Toronto, 2008, pp. 199-203; Haines, R. M. The Administration of
the Diocese of Worcester in the First Half of the Fourteenth Century, London, 1965, p. 58; Hamilton Thompson,
A. The English Clergy and their Organisation in the Late Middle Ages, Oxford, 1947, pp. 61-63. Haines, pp. 59—
60, relates a case from 1301 when the archdeacon of Gloucester objected that Bishop Giftard’s appropriation
of Ampney St Mary to Cirencester abbey prejudiced his rights because it deprived him of inductions,
canonical obediences, rights of citation, corrections, and the office of the rural deanery; but in that case,
unlike Warmington, no vicarage had been ordained.

27 Bennett, 1989, p. 123. Cf. Hartridge, R. A. R. A History of Vicarages in the Middle Ages, Cambridge, 1930, pp.
128-31, who cites Grantchester, Cambs, where Corpus Christi College as appropriating rector paid both
synodalia and procurations at a more modest 2s 4d and 12d respectively.
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It is doubtful, however, that the monks would have risked reopening their hard-won vicarage
ordinance so soon after obtaining it.?®

The register of Bishop Burghersh (1320—40) records no institutions to Warmington vicarage
before John Morice de Stanern on 11 January 1333,% but that does not necessarily imply
that the lawsuit impeded the abbey’ right of presentation. The register has gaps: it mentions
Richard de Pickering as vicar in February 1341,% but there is no record of his replacing
Stanern. Moreover, long tenures were common: a study of three Yorkshire deaneries has
calculated an average of fourteen years, with eighteen per cent of incumbents serving for
more than twenty®' — a pattern repeated elsewhere.”? The stipend of £10 would discourage
turnover: many vicars received as little as £4.% In Oundle deanery where Warmington lay,
the vicar’s income exceeded that of eleven of the 24 rectories and three of the four vicarages
recorded in 1291.%*

Middleton’s motives for settling are, like the grounds for the lawsuit, unknown. Perhaps the
abbey offered him a suitable consideration. Perhaps also he was trying to set his affairs in
order because he sensed that his end was approaching. He was dead by January 1331 and
seems for the previous several years to have withdrawn from his wider commitments to
concentrate on endowing his chantry at Wappenham. * The abbot’s observation that the
suit had been dormant for some time would support that hypothesis. Whatever Middleton’s
motives, the monks might have wondered after 34 years of litigation whether the
appropriation was the boon that it seemed.

28 Lincolnshire Archives, DIOC/REG/2, fol. 132". The vicar was liable only for an amount proportionate to
the share in the benefice represented by his /10 stipend.

29 Bennett, N. H. (ed.). The Registers of Henry Burghersh, 1320—1342: Volume II, Lincoln Record Society vol.
90, Woodbridge, 2003, p. 35, no. 1455.

30 Bennett, 2003, p. 62, no. 1656.

31 Swanson, R. N. Church and Society in Late Medieval England, 2" edn, Oxford, 1993, pp. 54-55, 364—65.

32 Robinson, D. ‘Careers of the Lesser Parochial Clergy before the Black Death’, Fourteenth Century England,
9 (2016), 4966, pp. 59—60.

33 Richardson, H. G.‘The English Parish Clergy of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries’, Transactions of
the Royal Historical Society, 3™ ser., 6 (1912), 89—128 (114—15); Heath, P. The English Parish Clergy on the Eve
of the Reformation, London, 1969, pp. 173-74; Robinson, 2016, p. 54.

34 Taxatio Ecclesiastica database, https://www.dhi.ac.uk/taxatio/search?’form=deanery&deanery=LL.NO.OU

35 Donahue, 2012, p. 242. For the chantry, comprising a warden and five priests, see Bennett, 2003, p. 37, no.
1467.



The Medieval Coroner and Accidental Death in
Northamptonshire
STEPHEN SWAILES

The office of coroner was established in England by 1194 and brought together prior
arrangements for viewing those who died an unnatural death'. Their duties involved holding
inquests into sudden, suspicious and accidental deaths and the rolls containing their inquest
reports survive for many counties. Coroners’ rolls have been used to shed light on medieval
society and there is a good run of material for Northamptonshire from the late thirteenth
to the early fifteenth century preserved in the JUST?2 series held by The National Archives.
Writing in this journal, Mike Thornton has illustrated the range of circumstances that led
to violent death in the county in the fourteenth century and shows that it was a dangerous
place although perhaps not unusually so?. Using information from several counties, Barbara
Hanawalt reconstructed medieval life from the details given in thousands of inquests across
several counties®. However, for the most part she uses few examples from this county until
her chapters on women in the home and on children and childhood when a few more are
used although names, dates and places are not usually given. As such, the focus of this article
is to first summarise the role of the medieval coroner before establishing the content, extent
and coverage of the surviving coroners’ rolls for Northamptonshire. The article then looks
specifically at inquests relating to accidental deaths as a way of appreciating the hazards that
people faced in going about their everyday business.

The coroner and his role

A royal charter of 1200 allowed for the election of a mayor and four coroners for the
borough*. Little is known about them but they are mentioned in the county’s earliest assize
roll from 1202 so they must have been functioning from the outset’. Perhaps reflecting the
importance of Northampton at the time, the eyre held in 1329 and 1330 records that the
king granted four coroners to the town so that their official duties could be distributed
between them such that their commerce and their livelihoods would not be compromised®.
Eight coroners are named in 1329; four for the county and four for the borough’.

Coroners played an important role in the administration of the town. They were men of
standing and some variously moved in and out of other roles such as mayor, bailiff, sheriff,
and Member of Parliament. Residence in the county and possession of land were a
requirement of their office and some were amoved (the sherift was ordered to replace them)
for not meeting these criteria. The Close Rolls contain many instances of the king
instructing county sheriffs to find a replacement for a coroner who was infirm, insufficiently
qualified, who had a clash of duties, or who had died. The rolls suggest that they had a busy

1 Hunnisett, R.E (1958), ‘The origins of the office of coroner’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 8,
pp-85-104.

2 Thornton, M. (2014), “Feloniously Slain”: Murder and village society in Fourteenth-Century Northamp-
tonshire, Northamptonshire Past & Present, No. 67, pp.45-56.

3 Hanawalt, B. (1986), The ties that bound: Peasant families in medieval England. Oxford University Press.

4 Cox,].C. (1898), The records of the borough of Northampton,Vol. II, County Borough of Northampton.

5 Stenton, D.M. (1930), The earliest Northamptonshire assize rolls, A.D. 1202 and 1203, Northamptonshire
Record Society, p. 15.

6 Sutherland, D.W. (1981), The eyre of Northamptonshire 1329-1330,Vol. 1, London: Selden Society, p.47, 58.

7 Gross, C. (Ed.) (1895), Select cases from the Coroners’ Rolls A.D. 1265-1413 with a brief account of the history of
the office of coroner,Vol. IX, London: Selden Society, p.xxii.
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time attending to incidents at short notice, maintaining records and attending at official
events. The coroner’s oath dating from the late fifteenth century is reproduced below?®.

You shall well and truly serve the king our sovereign lord in the office of Coroner within this
town and franchise of the same, And truly keep the pleas of the Crown that to the king belong
within this town and franchise. And to see that the people of the town rightfully be entreated as
well as the poor and the rich. As the Charter of King John witnesses. Also you shall go to men
slain or drowned or of sudden death. Or murdering in houses. And to treasure found. And truly
keep the pleas belonging to the Crown. And the names of them that be guilty you shall do to be
written in the Coroner’s Roll. And truly certify the king or to his Council when you be lawfully
required these Articles and other that to the office belong you shall to your cunning And power
truly execute And keep so help you God and all saints.

Coroners known to have served from the thirteenth to the fifteenth century are shown in
Appendix 1.

Coroner’s rolls

Records of inquests were most likely written-up on loose pieces of parchment before being
enrolled. Maintaining rolls in good order was an important part of a coroner’ duties as they
were supposed be a definitive record of certain events in the county. At the eyre of 1329/30,
the first in the county for 45 years, the court required all the rolls of coroners past and
present to be available from the start so that many of the cases heard could be checked
against them”. They were to be provided by coroners or if dead their heirs, executors, and
tenants of their lands who were expected to answer for them. Coroners that did not produce
all the rolls expected of them were at the mercy of the court. Henry de Tychemerch, for
instance, was called to attend but was not there when expected and so his lands were taken
back into the king’s hands and his wife and children were ordered to be evicted. Henry
arrived later, blaming the crowd outside for the delay, and the court decided that a fine of
20 shillings would suffice.

The eyre which sat in part to ensure that the laws of the land were being upheld gives
several instances of neglect that reflect the practicalities of record keeping at the time. Simon
de Grelond arrived with one less roll than he should have, telling the court that Robert de
Seymore had taken it from him by force. For allowing and not rectifying this, Simon was
placed in custody and Robert summoned to appear the next day. Robert claimed that the
clerk had bailed the roll to him so that he could transcribe it. The clerk confirmed this and
produced the roll before the court. After various hearings, the clerk was sent to gaol for
giving a confidential record to a person not sworn to the king for which he paid a fine.
Robert was arrested for receiving the roll and for not delivering it to the eyre when he
should have done. In another case, one of the coroners came to the eyre with a bag
containing the rolls made by his grandfather and another bag containing the rolls of a
coroner whose lands he had purchased.

It is clear from the eyre that some rolls were lost after a coroner had died even though they
had made arrangements for their safe keeping. Although their heirs and the future tenants
of their lands were responsible for keeping them, sometimes they never inherited the rolls
or they failed to preserve them. Robert de Veer the son and heir of a former sherift was
called before the court to account for his father’s rolls. He said that he was only seven years
old when his father died and as such he should not be held responsible for them and that

9 Sutherland, D.W. (1981), p. xviii.
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he did not know where they were. The court summoned his late mother’s executors to

help locate them!™.

In terms of their coverage and completeness, jurors at the eyre presented a case that was
not found in the coroner’s roll. The coroner remembered the incident and said that it was
in the roll but it could not be found and he was fined. The Abbot of Peterborough also
provided an insight into how complete they were since in 1355 he persuaded the king that
although there were sufficient men in his liberty to discharge the duties of coroner one of
them should reside in the liberty for practical reasons. However, of the four coroners in the
county the sherift and his predecessors had always chosen them from men residing 20 miles
or more from Peterborough.Visits to the gaol were regularly required to hear confessions,
to examine the bodies of the dead and to perform other duties. The abbot claimed that
coroners excused themselves on account of the distance that they would have to travel such
that their duties in the liberty were neglected. The sheriff was instructed to ascertain if this
was the case and to cause a new coroner from the liberty to be elected if so''. These instances
leave little doubt that some events that should have been recorded by a coroner were not.
The extent to which events were not enrolled is impossible to gauge.

Source material and method

The source material for the analysis of accidental deaths is found in The National Archives
JUST?2 series which contains coroners’ rolls and files and other legal records for Northamp-
tonshire and other counties'?. JUST?2 consists either of original rolls or copies of or abstracts
of original rolls produced for various assizes but is doubtless contemporary even if
copied'™!'*. After the assizes had concluded there was little use for the rolls but some have
survived. They are in variable condition; some are very clear while others are faded or
damaged. Much material has clearly been lost, but many inquest reports survive. The earliest
roll, JUST2/107, dates from 21 Edward I (1292/3) and the latest, JUST2/275, ends in 8
Henry V (1420/21). The sequence is not continuous, however, and there are some short
gaps. More importantly, within the years that are available it is clear that a substantial amount
of material is missing. Some rolls contain inquests listed in chronological order whereas
others are more haphazard in both what they contain and the order in which it appears.
The number of inquests per roll ranges from nine to 289 and most contain less than 100,
Allowing for estimates where dates are illegible, about 13% of inquests date to Edward I,
23% date to Edward II, about 55% date to Edward III, and 5% date to Richard II.

The surviving rolls mostly relate to the rural county not the county town. They contain a
range of material and in addition to inquests also contain abjurations of the realm,
instructions from the king to his officials in the county, and the appeals of approvers
(accusations made by persons accused of felony). Inquests usually reached a verdict of
misfortune or unlawful killing and to a much lesser extent death by suicide or natural causes.

10 Sutherland (1981), p.17.

11 Hinds,A.B. (1908), Calendar of the Close Rolls preserved in the Public Record Office, Edward III A.D. 1354-1360,
Vol. X, p.151, London: HMSO.

12 JUST 2/106 to 2/275 inclusive. Where a roll covers more than one county only inquests relating to
Northamptonshire were extracted. Northamptonshire inquests contained in JUST1/640 were also included.
Coroners rolls for Northamptonshire and other English counties are listed in R.E Hunnisett (1959), ‘The
medieval coroners’ rolls’, The American_Journal of Legal History, 3, pp.324-359.

13 Hunnisett, H.E (1959), ‘The medieval coroners’ rolls’, The American Journal of Legal History, 3(2), pp.95-124.

14 Gross, C. (Ed.) (1895), p. xiv.

15 Summaries of all the inquests covered in this analysis can be found on www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk with
links to images of the coroners’ rolls on the AALT website.
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Classifying them is therefore relatively straightforward and is often aided by margin notes
which state misfortune or give the name of a suspected felon although such notes are not
always present. Because of damage and discolouration it is not possible to extract the same
amount of information from every inquest report. However, information was set down in
a standard formulaic pattern and it is often possible to determine from a surviving fragment
the reason why the inquest was held. While certain content may be lost, basic information
on names, dates, places and the verdict can be extracted in most cases.

Almost all inquests relate to the death of one person but occasionally two or more. Each
report contains the name of the deceased where known, when and where the body was
found and the jury verdict which was usually unlawful killing or death by misfortune. If
unlawful killing was suspected then the suspect was named although it was not uncommon
for people to be found dead in the fields or in their home, the victims of unknown assailants.
Many reports, however, contain additional information such as the name of the person who
first found the dead or dying person, the names of two people who testified that the first
finder was truthful, the names of twelve jurors, and the coroner’s name. If a dying person
was able to speak and remove suspicion from the first finder then their names along with
those of people who might have provided pledges are omitted. Juries were assembled from
the place of the inquest and from four neighbouring vills which are usually named and this
is helpful in determining the location where membranes are damaged and when the
placename occurs more than once in the county. In medieval Northamptonshire, there were
two settlements called Kingsthorpe, for example.

A typical short inquest report dating from July 1301 is as follows'.

It happened at Titchmarsh on Monday next before the feast of St James the Apostle in the
twenty-ninth year of King Edward that Henry Wymer of Titchmarsh, so it is said, tied up his
cart which was loaded with hay when by misadventure he fell to the ground, broke his neck and
died. Inquest was held before G. of Luddington by four neighbouring townships namely
Titchmarsh, Thrapston, Achurch and Clopton. They say as above that they suspect nobody; it
was misadventure. The cart with the harness was worth 2s 8d, the hay 18d, the mare 4s and for
these the township of Titchmarsh will account.

Some reports contain place names within parishes such as the name of a field or bridge
along with the names of other people involved. Ages were not normally given but they
occur for children under 13, although the consistency with which the ages of children were
recorded is unclear. The number of wounds and their location on the body were often
given where a person was found to have been unlawfully killed.Verdicts of misfortune often
note that no inflicted wounds were found on a body. Indeed, the absence of obvious inflicted
wounds may have influenced juries to reach a misadventure verdict. Reports often tell how
long a person lingered before they died and often include a list of the chattels of a suspected
felon as their value was forfeit to the Crown if they were later convicted. The value of the
item that led to a person’s death by accident was also recorded as that was also forfeit by the
township. Where something was deemed by the jury to be a general hazard the township
was ordered to make it good. For example, to cover a dangerous well or fill-in a ditch.

16 Gross (1895) p.59 from JUST2/106 m.1.
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Figure 1. Inquests relating to an accidental drowning in the Nene at
Wadenhoe and in the mill pond at Stoke Doyle in 1321/2.
Source: JUST2/109 m. 1, reproduced with permission of The National Archives.

Extent and coverage

The total number of inquests in the JUST2 series relating to Northamptonshire (1292-
1421) allowing for estimates of the numbers of inquests on a small number of damaged and
discoloured membranes was 1,594. Of these, about 100 placenames are either illegible or
missing due to damage. Inquests survive from all of the county’s 20 hundreds but the highest
frequencies occur in the hundreds of Nassaburgh (183 inquests), Polebrook (116), Higham
Ferrers (115), Orlingbury (108) and Guilsborough (100).The lowest incidence is for Greens
Norton hundred for which 21 inquests survive.

About 61% of surviving inquests took place in the ten northern hundreds and occurred at
351 locations with the highest numbers at Peterborough (49), Oundle (45), Northampton
(26), Titchmarsh (25), Brackley (21), Thrapston (20), Rothwell (19), Warmington (18),
Brixworth (16) and Wellingborough (15). Most places had a small number of inquests; one
inquest was recorded at 88 places, two inquests at 58 places and three inquests at 44 places.
No inquests appear to have survived from Corby or Burton Latimer. Kettering, in the same
hundred as Rothwell, also seems under-represented with only five inquests. Deserted
settlements occur throughout the rolls such as Appletree, Barford, Cotes, Foxley, Hale,
Mawsley, Onle, Perio and Trafford among others. Most place names are easily located
although there are some exceptions such as Litilthorp in Luddington and Homfeld near
Upthorpe.

The number of inquests each year for the years for which information is available averaged
19.The true incidence of unlawful and accidental deaths, however, must have been much
higher given that a large amount of material has not survived. Many coroners are only
known from the Close Rolls which contain instructions to the sherift to replace them.
However, assuming that material was lost at random the surviving material represents a
sizeable and representative sample of the inquests held at the time.
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Inquests verdicts

Accidental death was the largest category (48%) and unlawful killing accounted for 41%.
Many of the people suspected of unlawful killing were later acquitted. A small number of
deaths recorded as misfortune appear to have been caused by natural causes, such as death
in childbirth or as a result of sickness. The circumstances of some apparent unlawful killings
suggest death by accident such as the case of Henry Hunte at Castle Ashby in 1377/8 who
was killed by an arrow fired by John Bette while they were playing ‘Buttes’'”. Table 1 shows
inquest verdicts by type along with deaths in prison. Deaths in prison are treated as a separate
category here since they have multiple causes being mostly judged as brought about by
cold, hunger and privation but also of natural causes or from injuries received before or
during capture. The number of people dying in prison (22) is small and reflects the poor
survival rates of coroners’ rolls for Northampton and Peterborough'®.

Table 1. Inquest verdicts by type

Accident  Felony  Suicide Natural Unclear  In prison
causes
Number 764 657 12 31 108 22
Percentage 47.9 41.2 0.8 1.9 6.8 1.3

Only 12 cases of suicide were recorded although some of the accidental deaths, for example
where a person went to a river and drowned do raise a suspicion of suicide. Eight of the
suicides were men (including one parson and a chaplain) and four were women. Seven
hanged themselves, three drowned and two used a knife including Alice the miller’s wife at
Thorpe near Daventry who struck herself in the stomach and lived for three days receiving
the last rites. The knife was worth one penny for which Thorpe responded!®. A factor in
reaching suicide verdicts was whether the person was judged to be of sound mind at the
time. If they were, then suicide would be recorded but if not then a verdict of misfortune
was reached®. Asselot Eliot of Wothorpe, for instance, was judged to have drowned himself
while out of his mind and so the verdict was misfortune. Walter the parson at Hannington
who was found hanging was judged to have killed himself*'. In three cases the report says
that they were to be buried at the parish boundary®* (Landmere) including Hugh de
Brochale of Geddington who hanged himself in his barn and whose chattels of corn and
livestock suggest that he was a man of some standing. Suicide was considered both a sin
and a crime and it appears that without unequivocal evidence juries preferred to avoid a
suicide verdict. The potential eftects of a suicide verdict on the treatment of the body and
on the surviving family members were doubtless taken into consideration®.

Almost two per cent of verdicts were deemed to be the result of natural causes with a few
people simply dropping dead or dying of a sickness such as dysentery or what was called a
falling sickness (epilepsy). On a few occasions, a person had an accident and died later but
the jury decided that they had not died as a result of the accident. In 1301, brothers Nicholas

17 JUST2/119A, m. 2.

18 Deaths in prison occur mostly on JUST2/108A, 108B, 110 and 112.

19 JUST 2/114,m.21.

20 Seabourne,A. & Seabourne, G. (2001),‘Suicide or accident — self-killing in medieval England’, British_Journal
of Psychiatry, 178(1), 42-47.

21 Both inquests are on JUST2/107.

22 See JUST2/113.

23 Cusack, C.M. (2018).‘Self-murder, sin and crime: Religion and suicide in the Middle Ages, Journal of Religion
and Violence, 6(2), pp.206-224.

24 JUST2/107 m.1. See also Selden Society volume IX, p. 68.
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and Richard Mundevile of Watford were playing a game with stones when Richard’s stone
struck Nicholas on the head causing a small wound. Nicholas had a stroke three days later
and died but his death was attributed to natural causes not to the injury*.

Gender and age differences

Inquest reports give the ages of children up to and including 12. However, many reports
simply say, for instance, that John son of Thomas was found dead. In many cases it seems
very likely that the deceased was at least of teenage years given what they were doing when
they were killed, such as driving a cart. However, the extent to which the absence of a given
age means that the deceased was over 12 is unclear as some died in ways that seem less
likely for teenage children, such as being scalded by hot water in the home. As such it seems
possible that the number of accident victims that appear to be over 12 does include some
children. With that caveat in mind, men were much more likely to die by accident than
women (402 to 107) and boys under 13 were more likely to die than girls (114 to 52).
Where age was recorded, the average age of children killed in accidents was three and a
half years. Children under 13 accounted for 24.6% of inquests where age was given (ie.,
under 13 or not specified).

Fatal accidents: men

Most of the accidents that befell men, young and old, related to some sort of work and
most took place in the fields or a building away from the family home such as a mill or a
grange. Drowning and falling were the commonest causes of death in about equal measure.
Most drownings occurred in rivers and reflected working at mills, crossing water in carts,
working with boats, falling into water while riding, bathing, or simply while going from
place to place. Fatal falls often involved a cart, such as falling from the load, falling under
the wheels or getting trapped under an overturned cart.

Building was another hazard. Robert Nichol, for instance, was standing on a scaffold
repairing a wall in the grange of Robert ate Grene at Bugbrooke when he fell and hit an
iron fork that penetrated his right eye. The fork and the scaffold were valued at 12 pence®.
The ages of adults are not routinely given but a few inquests do provide them. Thomas
Bacoun was 37 and above when he fell off a ladder at Abingdon mill into water and
drowned. Thomas Walden was 60 and more when he drowned in the well in his garden in
Paulerspury®.

Table 2 shows the primary causes of accidental death for men, women and children in
decreasing frequency of occurrence. The categories of men and women include people
aged over 12 years but may include some individuals aged 12 or under.

24 JUST2/107 m.1. See also Selden Society volume IX, p. 68.
25 JUST2/111.
26 Ages are provided for some adults in JUST2/119A.
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Table 2. Most common causes of death by sex and age

Men Women Children

Fall Drowned in river Drowned in well or pit
Drowned in river Drowned in well or pit Burned

Fall of building Fall Scalded

Drowned in a well or pit Scalded Drowned in ditch/pond
Drowned in ditch/pond Burned Drowned in river
Burned Drowned in ditch/pond Livestock

Scalded Fall of building Fall

Livestock Livestock Fall of building

Fatal accidents: women

Death by drowning was the commonest cause of accidental death among women, equally
split between rivers, wells and pits. The high incidence of drowning may reflect a greater
involvement in domestic duties, such as fetching water and washing, than was seen by men.
Sometimes the contraption for lifting the bucket over a well collapsed, sometimes children
played around a well and somehow fell in, sometimes it was judged that people just slipped
and fell in. More women died from scalding than men which probably reflects greater
involvement in work such as cooking and brewing. Women were much less likely than men
to be killed while working in the fields and were seldom killed while riding. Falls were less
common than among men most likely reflecting the difterent daily duties undertaken,
although some women did perish in falls from carts or stacks.

Fatal accidents: children

The single most common cause of death for children by far was drowning in a well or in
a pit dug to hold water. This happened when children simply wandered out of the house,
when they were playing in a garden or street, or when older children were sent to fetch
water. Usually, and in the absence of witnesses, they were judged to have slipped into the
well. Orders were often left to cover a well following an accident.

Children were more likely to be killed in and around the home and being burnt to death
in house fires was the most common cause after drowning. The medieval peasant’s house
was small, mostly wooden, thatched and with straw on the floor. There may have been a
garden and a place for livestock that were not always secure. Fires were kept lit and there
were various contraptions over the fire for cooking and heating liquids which explains
scalding as the third highest cause.

There are several instances where chickens were said to have entered a house through
windows, scratched about the floor and by moving straw onto the fire brought the house
down. Isabella Hewet aged one perished this way in her father’s house at Winwick in 1412
when two chickens entered and started a fire that totally consumed her. The chickens were
valued at four pence which Winwick paid to the Crown. Isabella Parson aged about 6
months died in the same way after being left alone at Ashley in 1413. ‘Cradle fires’ of this
type were quite common? as it was not unusual for children to be left alone and sometimes
tethered in a house so that they could not wander out. Adults were much less likely to die
in house fires presumably because they could get out much more easily.

27 Hanawalt, B. (1977),Childrearing among the lower classes of late medieval England’, Journal of Interdisciplinary
History, VIIL, 1, pp.1-22.
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Livestock was also a problem with cases of children dying after being kicked by horses and
there are several cases of pigs entering a house and inflicting fatal wounds on an infant.
Matilda Parker of Irchester aged one was killed in such a way in 1358%. She was found by
William Parker who produced pledges from Simon and John Parker but she was killed in
the house of Richard Parker. Reports usually name the father or mother of a child but this
one does not which may suggest that she was in the care of her extended family. The pig
was valued at 12 pence which Irchester accounted for. Older children could be sent to look
after livestock sometimes with fatal consequences such as drowning or falling. In 1341,
Thomas Cooper aged ten and Gilbert Sampson aged nine were looking after livestock in
the fields at Thrapston on the road to Huntingdon when Thomas fell on his head while
they were playing. He died later but his death was attributed to natural causes®.

Unusual occurrences

Most inquests relate to the death of one person but at Lilford in 1365 John Alger and John
Abovetoun both of Wigsthorpe were killed in a fire in an ox-shed on the manor®’. The
same roll also records an inquest into the deaths of the same John and John along with
Richard Abovetoun and William Scholismaystre who were sleeping in the ox-shed and
were unable to escape. No other instances of four people being killed in the same incident
occur and it seems possible that the second inquest took place if two additional victims
died of their injuries not long after the first inquest had taken place. Three women drowned
at the water mill called le Westmilne at Weedon Bec in a ‘landflod’ in 1334°".

While most accidents occurred to people while they were working some were the result
of bad luck or foolish behaviour. Agnes Kyng who was sleeping with Felise Kyng one night
in Haselbeech was killed when an earthen gable fell onto their bed. Agnes was crushed and
died quickly but Felise escaped®’. Thomas Monkesman of Mears Ashby was running or
racing into the hall when he stumbled on a stone and broke his neck. William son of Marion
of Glinton died of a sickness called mermal contracted after tripping over a dog that ran
between his legs™. At Moulton in 1352, John the son of Martin Licheffeld was killed by a
bear presumably being used for entertainment. His mother was the first finder which
suggests that she was with him when he was killed**. Richard Dekene was in the fields of
Long Buckby carrying a ‘pikefork’ and when jumping he fell onto the fork and died*.The
fork was worth four pence. One Sunday in 1352, Nicholas Petyfer of Charwelton was
carrying an arrow in his mouth when he fell and received a wound to the throat from
which he died a few days later®.

A few inquest reports suggest that a person ended their life because they knew they were
dying and perhaps they were suffering more than they could endure. William le Hunte, for
example, who, ill with sickness, got out of bed one night and walked naked into the fields
of Blatherwycke where he died of cold in a place called Wodeweye. He was found dead by
his son®”. The report does not presume suicide nor does it determine accidental death. It
simply concludes that there is nothing else to say.

28 JUST2/118 m.41.

29 JUST2/106, m.10.

30 JUST2/116, m.6 and m.13.
31 JUST2/111.

32 JUST1/640.

33 JUST2/107.

34 JUST2/113 m. 29.

35 JUST2/119C, m.4.

36 JUST2/113,m. 11.

37 JUST2/109, m.2.
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Figure 2. Inquest reports from 1363/4 into a death at Cotterstock while
playing and at Sudborough while riding a mare.
Source: JUST2/116 m.14. Reproduced with permission of The National Archives.

Verdict reliability

Keeping good records was important as they had financial implications for the Crown
particularly in the case of unlawful killing when the goods and chattels of the suspect would
be seized. Although the events described in the rolls were faithful records of jury verdicts,
the accuracy of jury findings in some cases is questionable. In 1346, for instance, Alice the
wife of John Smythesson of Middleton with evil intent climbed a tree and hanged herself.
She was to be buried at ‘Landmere’ all of which suggests suicide but the margin note records
misfortune®™. Some presumed accidental deaths of infants might have been cases of
infanticide, eg., drowning in a well or ditch near to the home. Some presumed murders by
persons unknown which in all cases had no witnesses may have derived from self-inflicted
knife wounds. Some of the apparent accidental deaths, such as falling off a cart, may have
been caused by people who suffered sudden illness or who died suddenly while working.
Suicide by drowning would be hard to ascertain unless witnessed which it seldom was.
Some allowance should be made for these possibilities but regarding deaths that appeared
to result from accident there seems little if any reason for juries to have come to any other
conclusion.

Landscape information

Inquests were concerned with establishing a cause of death and in arriving at a conclusion
the circumstances of a person’s misfortunes were usually summarised. As such, reports often
refer to placenames in the landscape where an attack took place, where an accident occurred
or where a body was found including mills, fields, woods and watercourses. Robert
Phylipesson got drunk and on leaving Woodnewton for Apethorpe fell into ‘Beversbrok’ in
1375 revealing an early name for the Willow Brook?.They are thus a useful early source of
placename information.

38 JUST2/113,m.7.
39 For Beaversbrook see JUST2/117A, m.1.
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The river Nene is mentioned many times in relation to drowning as are the Welland, the
Cherwell and to a lesser extent the Ise. Water mills and windmills feature throughout the
rolls because of the accidents that occurred at them and also because they were a popular
target for thieves presumably because of their isolated locations. At Wellingborough, for
instance, ‘lytle milne’ is mentioned in 1356 as John of Finedon was crushed there by a large
piece of timber that he was manhandling. He died four days later. The East Mill at Welling-
borough in mentioned in 1346 as John Hurre of Finedon drowned, presumably in the Ise,
somewhere between the mill and the Irenwellebrygge. These are useful early references
since Little Mill is not mentioned by name until much later and, assuming it is the same
site, strongly suggests that the Little Mill of the eighteenth century had medieval origins.
East Mill was also on the Ise and the inquest report suggests that Ironwell was the name
given to a bridge over the Ise on the road between Finedon and Harrowden at the bottom
of what is now Harrowden Lane.

Closing comments

Inquests are a useful resource for both local and family historians since as well providing
insights into medieval life they have genealogical value through their ability to locate
surnames in places long before parish registers were introduced in 1538.The picture created
by Northamptonshire’s inquests is consistent with that reported in other counties and broad
differences in the causes of accidental death across men and women consistent with the
division of labour undertaken at the time have been observed previously*. Men were
typically killed while working in fields, on buildings or while travelling. Women were
typically killed while performing domestic duties and children were typically killed in and
around the home by hazardous objects or died as a result of parental neglect. For young
children in particular, the family home was a hazardous place. Although the picture is
consistent with that observed elsewhere, the inquests explored for this article provide a
unique insight into everyday life in fourteenth century Northamptonshire. For the most
part, they identify people whose existence is known only through their misfortune or their
involvement in the misfortunes of others.

The helpful advice and comments of Dr Mike Thornton on an earlier version of this article
are very much appreciated.

40 See Hanawalt (1986) also Towner, E. and Towner, J. (2008), ‘The hazards of daily life: An historical perspective
on adult unintentional injuries’, Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, 62(11), pp. 952-956.
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Appendix 1. Early coroners in Northamptonshire

Coroner

Notes

Dates
active

William de Hocton

Appointment in Close Rolls

1236

John le Estrys

Elected bailift of Northampton in 1273.

1273

William de St German

Held the manor of Broughton in 1284.
Amoved due to infirmity.

1276

Giles de Morton

Amoved in 1301 due to insufficient qualification.

William de Morton answered for him at the eyre
in 1329

1295

William de Stormsworth

Amoved in 1298 due to deatness and infirmity.
Since none of his records could be produced at
the eyre he was deemed to have been an
insufficient coroner.

1298

Robert Sauce

Coroner for Northampton and a contemporary
of Robert of Bedford and John le Waydour so
active in the late 13® century and early 14®.

At the time of the eyre in 1329 his grandson
held no lands inherited from him and as such
the eyre felt that he was insufficient.

Hugh Daundelyn

M.P in 1302. Amoved in 1306 as he was one
of the verderers of Rockingham Forest.
Replaced due to infirmity in 1313. Dead by
1329 when his son John answered for him
at the eyre.

1296-97-
1311-12

Gregory de Lullyngton

Amoved in 1302 due to insufficient qualification.

T. de Bukton and the Abbot of Peterborough
answered for him at the eyre in 1329.

1301

J. de Buk’

Possibly the John de Boughton amoved in 1302
due to insufficient qualification or the John de
Donketon who died in 1313. Dead by 1329
when his son T. de Bukton answered for him.

Philip le Rous

A burgess in 1293. Elected coroner for
Northampton shortly before being knighted
then amoved as he chose to live outside
Northampton.

1306 -
ca. 1315

Robert de Catworth

Witnessed a grant along with P. le Rous.

ca. 1310

Alex. de Nayleston

Elected mayor and replaced in 1312.

1312
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John le Waydour Coroner for Northampton, ML.P. between 1315-32, 1312-15,
Mayor in 1322 and so relinquished his coroner’s 1319,
duties. Amoved in 1330 on account of holding 1330
no lands in the county.
John le Burser Amoved due to infirmity in 1313, possibly the 1313
John le Bousser amoved in 1317 due to living
outside the county. Probably the same John Burser
coroner for the town in 1323.
John de Lungevill Amoved in 1315 if, as suspected, he is unqualified 1315
for the role. Dead by 1329 when son George
answered for him at the eyre.
Robert de Veer M.P. in 1306, Sheriff in 1319, amoved in 1315 due 1313-15
de Thrapston to other duties. His son Ranulf answered for him
at the eyre in 1329 and may also have been a
coroner.
H. Randle 1313
Robert de Bedford Amoved in 1303 on account of becoming Mayor. 1303 -17
M.P.in 1304 and 1307, replaced due to infirmity
in 1317.
Roger de Laton Incapacitated by infirmity in 1316. 1316
Robert Kenne/ Amoved in 1318 due to age and infirmity. 1314-16,
Kynne de Maydenford Dead by 1329 when his son Robert answered 1318
for him at the eyre.
Hamo de Vyeleston Lord of the manor of Althorp in the time of 1319
Edward II. Incapacitated by infirmity in 1319
but listed as a coroner at the eyre in 1329.
Henry de Titchmarsh Amoved in 1319 due to age and infirmity. 1320-23
Likewise in 1322 for being insufficiently qualified
and in 1322 on grounds of illness and age. Listed
as a coroner at the eyre of 1329.
John of Ashton Amoved when appointed sheriff in 1303. Sheriff 1303,
from 1303-07 and 1315, M.P.in 1324. Dead by 1314-16,
1329 when his son John answered for him at 1320-22
the eyre.
Simon de Kelmarsh Listed as coroner at the eyre of 1329. Died 1337.  1320-29
Richard Luvell One of the Lords of Farthingstone. Listed as 1320-32

coroner in the eyre of 1329 but amoved in 1332
due to insufficient qualification.
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Walter de Patishull Amoved in 1320 as he was Clerk of the bailiffs 1320
of the town, again in 1323. As Mayor, he was
dragged from his house to court in 1326/7 and
forced to relinquish his coroner’s role.
Henry de Bray Amoved in 1320 as he held no lands in the county 1320-29
de Herleston which seems at odds with his estate book written
in 1332. Listed as coroner in the eyre of 1329.
Died 1340.
Robert Russ Coroner for Northampton borough. 1323
Ralph Dyve Dead by 1329 at the eyre when (T.) de Bukton
answered for him.
John de Gatesden Dead by the eyre of 1329 when Richard le
Chaumberelyn answered for him.
Ralph de Normanville Listed as coroner at the eyre of 1329. Possibly 1329
the same Ralph who held land at West Cotton.
John de Seyntmor Listed as coroner at the eyre of 1329. Sherift in 1329
(also de St Mauro) 1323 and later.
Simon de Greilaund Listed as coroner in the eyre of 1329 and retained 1329-31
afterwards. Amoved in 1329 due to insufficient
qualification and again in 1331.
William de Tekene Mayor 1309-10 and 1314-15. Retained as coroner 1330
after the eyre. Witnessed a release of a capital
messuage in Abindonestrete in 1330.
John de Tuwe of Welton ~ Amoved due to insufficient qualification in 1335  1331-36
and 1336.
William de Sauston Amoved in 1332 on account of holding no lands 1332
in the county.
William Walden 1333
Richard de Oxendon Remained in office after the eyre. 1329-33
Henry Trailly Remained in office after the eyre. Amoved in 1329-33
1333 for being weak and unable to travel.
Thomas le Mayster of Amoved in 1338 being unable to fulfil his duties. 1338
Ringstead
Ranulf de Veer Of Drayton/Great Addington. 1339-41

Possibly Richard de Veer.
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John Cardoun Possibly of Hemington/Thurning. Amoved in 1340
1340 as he held no lands in the county.
Thomas de Vieleston Amoved in 1341 as he held no lands in the 1341
county. Dead in or by 1343.
Robert le Wauncy Amoved due to insufficient qualification. 1345
‘Walter Parles Amoved as he was engaged on the king’s service 1346
in the county. Amoved again in 1347 as Parles
was sheriff.
William de Nowers Amoved in 1348 for being insufficiently qualified. 1348,
1352
Andrew de Landwhat Amoved in 1362 due to age and infirmity. 1343-62
Nicholas de Clipston Dead by 1349. 1349
William de Haldenby Amoved in 1353 due to insufficient qualification.  1350-53,
1362-69
Thomas Lovet Amoved on grounds of insufficient qualification. 1354
Repeated in 1355 as Lovel was put in charge
of works at Rockingham Castle.
Philip de Pisford 1352
William de Lyveden Amoved in 1354 due to insufficient qualification. 1354
of Oundle
William de Tyndale Possibly connected to Tansor. 1356-60
Nicholas Tauk/Trauk Witnessed an indenture of demise in 1358 and 1352,
mentioned in a petition of ca. 1361 1358-61
John de Hauton Amoved in 1360 as he was beyond the sea on 1358-
the king’s service. 1360
John Garlekmonger Coroner for Northampton, mentioned in a 1352,
petition of 1361. 1361
John de Stratton Coroner for Northampton, mentioned in a 1361
over Sauce petition of 1361.
John de Nunton Amoved in 1367 due to insufficient qualification.  1363-68
Ivo Gobyon Amoved in 1375 due to insufficient qualification. 1375
Dead by 1384.
John de Messenden Dead by 1375 1375
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Peter Scaldwell Dead by 1378. 1375-78
John Blaunch Dead by 1377. 1375-77
Richard Kynesman 1377

John Geddington, Coroners for Northampton borough. 1376-78

William Wakelyn,
Laurence Stratton,
John Houghton

Geddington was also Mayor variously between
1360-72. Houghton was Mayor in 1379.

Nicholas Seymour

Amoved on grounds of insufficient qualification. 1376

John Malpas

Coroner for the town. 1377

John Shrewsbury,
Thomas Sutton,

Coroners for Northampton Borough. Shrewsbury 1377-80
was ML.P.in 1372 and Mayor variously between

Thomas Wakelyn, 1378 and 1405. Sutton was M.P in 1369 and later
John Attewell Mayor. Wakelyn was M.P. in 1360 and later Mayor. Attewell
was M.P.in 1375.
William Muscote Died in or by 1388. 1377-81
Nicholas Ward Amoved in 1382 on grounds of insufficien 1377-82¢
qualification.
Thomas Cottingham Coroner for the town. 1378-82,
1392
William Myssedene 1378
Richard Toucestre Amoved in 1391 being too busy to exercise 1391
his office.

John Fossebroke

Possibly of Cranford St. Andrew and died by 1403. 1394

Robert Eyre Attended an inquest in Peterborough gaol in 1383. 1383,
1401-03,
1411
John Harold 1411-21
William Lubbenham 1421-27
William Aldewyncle 1421
Robert Aleyn 1421-22
Richard Wemmys M.P.in 1411. Twice Mayor. 1426
Robert Longe 1426
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Sources: Serjeantson, R.M. (1914), ‘Sanctuary Seekers in Northamptonshire’, Associated
Avrchitectural Societies Reports and Papers,Vol. 32; Gross (1898); Cox (1898), ‘The Borough of
Northampton, Introduction’, available at British History Online; TNA Coroners’ rolls
JUST2, TNA Gaol delivery files and roles JUST3; TNA JUST1/635 m.2; TNA SC
8/1/168/8373; TNA online catalogue; Calendars of the Close Rolls.

In a few cases, there may be some overlap between a father and son sharing the same name
and consecutively acting as coroners. Some of the amovement orders to the sheriff to replace
a coroner may have quickly followed their appointment such that they never performed a
coroner’s duties. Some coroners seem to have continued in post long after amovement
orders had been issued. The dates active show when the coroner occurs in the records. They
may have been active before, in between, and after the dates shown.The list is not complete
but represents information found in the preparation of his article.
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Cromwell House
TOM WELSH

Figure 1.The front elevation on Marefair

Cromwell or Hazelrigg House is one of Northampton’s few surviving secular buildings
from before the Great Fire of 1675. Since the late 19 century it has been called Cromwell
House from a tradition that Oliver Cromwell slept there, the other name being on account
of the family who owned it for about 150 years. Today it presents a distinctive sandstone
frontage to Marefair, about fifteen metres wide, with three dormers to the attic floor, and
stone mullioned windows. Modern buildings are sensitively attached either side, but the
opposite side of the street is glass and concrete, built twenty years ago. At the rear it is nicely
merged into Saxon Court, ranged round with modern buildings, where once there was a
garden. For a survival from the 17" century, it looks well loved, though given its history it
is a remarkable survivor.
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Figure 2 The rear elevation

In modern terms, the house lies on the south side of the road from the railway station
towards the centre of Northampton, just past St Peter’s Church.Thus, it is about 400 metres
from the Market Square, a comparable distance west to that of St Sepulchre’s Church north
of the market, and St Giles Church nearly east. Today it seems rather remote, just where the
land falls away to west, and because of widened roads, in rather more open surroundings.

Historically it was on an important thoroughfare from the centre towards the west gate of
the medieval town, and the crossing of the northward (Brampton) branch of the River
Nene, and close to the outer defences of the medieval castle. It would have been
overshadowed by the castle, but for Northampton having been occupied by Parliamentar-
ians, in consequence of which the castle had been demolished on the accession of Charles
II. In the 19" century expansion of the railway station resulted in the loss of the remainder
of the castle.

Most of the documentation is in Leicester & Rutland Record Office, but some of it is in
Northamptonshire Record Office. The earliest description of the house is in 1680, but
before this time there are references to the plot of land within which it stood. It seems best
to start with the 1680 account, and then to do a retrospect, before examining the subsequent
history. The property was beset with financial difficulties, and often the story is about tenants.

Description in 1680.
This is the earliest date available for the house in documentary records. It had survived the
great fire of 1675, which had levelled most of Northampton. Recovery had been slow, many
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properties only then being rebuilt, others still in ruins. It had belonged to the Reading
family, and it may have been sold by them because of financial losses due to the fire, though
this is not explained. The purchasers, the Heselrig (later Hazlerigg) family had acquired
other property, including the grazing rights to the castle, along with the surrounding ditches,
so it may have been attractive to them as a centrepiece to their purchases. However,
properties in good repair were probably scarce. They were coming into the house at the
renaissance of the town.

It would be easy just to quote the document in full’, but it is rather long and detailed, and
better examined in sections. The Heselrig family purchased only part of it. It begins with
details of the seller and buyer. It was an indenture dated 4 and 5 April in the 42" year of
Charles II, between members of the Reading family and Robert Heselrig, in consideration
of £600.

First of all, the property comprised a capital messuage (or chief house within a property)
with a house on the west and one house converted into two houses on the east. These were
in or near Gold Street (which is today called Marefair), and were in the Parish of St Peter’s
and in the west quarter of the town of Northampton.

The house on the west had been a brewhouse belonging to the capital messuage, but it had
recently been converted to use as a house. As such it had been occupied, presumably when
a brewhouse, by John Reading, and then as a house by Elizabeth Six.The house to the east
had been occupied by one person, William Burrowes, and after conversion to two: John
Starmer and Thomas Wills. It isn’t explained whether the house to the east had been a later
acquisition, or had always been part of the property, but let. Further back in its history the
plot was in several difterent ownerships.

Given the amount of locational detail in the 1680 document the location of the property
hasn’t always been clear. Hunter, writing in 1979% , with regard to St Peter’s Street history,
says “that the first unequivocal sign that the Heselrige family occupied Haselrig House”
was “a survey by G Nunn in 1743”7, and suggested the 1680 property could have lain north
or south of Marefair. It is important to point out that the 1680 document, because it is held
in Leicestershire & Rutland Records Office, has not been as accessible and readily consulted
from the Northampton perspective. But the 1680 document is very precise in this respect.
Having already given the broader location of the three parts, it went on to provide detailed
boundaries of the whole. It is therefore worth quoting this:

Which said capital messuage and other premises lie abutting upon the said street called Gold
Street towards the north, the lane there leading to the Free School on the east, a lane leading
from the said Free School to St Peter’s church yard towards the south and the said church yard
and of tenements called or known by the name of the pigeon, and a tenement heretofore the
inheritance of Thomas Knapp towards the west.

1 Leicestershire & Rutland Records Office (LRO) DG 21/93-94 (previous to 1968 it was DE 303/45, but
is how it is sometimes cited post 1968).

2 Hunter, R, chapter in Williams, ] H St Peter’s Street, Northampton Excavations 1973-1976, 1979, p134

3 Nunns, G Plan of the castle in the Parish of St Peter’s Northampton, belonging to Sir Arthur Hesilrige Bt, surveyed
by G Nunns in 1743. Northamptonshire Record Office (NRO) Maps 4445
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Figure 3 The location of Cromwell House

[t is evident that the property is bounded by Gold Street (Marefair) on the north, Freeschool
Street east, St Peter’s Street south and St Peter’s churchyard, with two excepted properties
on the west. The whole block lay between St Peter’s churchyard west and the former St
Gregory’s churchyard east. Although the whole block was within the parish of St Peter, it
was surrounded on three sides by other parishes, projecting from St Peter’s parish on the
alignment of St Peter’s Church. The same plot contained the timber and stone halls,
excavated in the 1970s, though the porches lay in the part excluded from the sale in 1680.
[t will be apparent that this was no ordinary plot of land.

The exclusion, later owned by the Battins family was a 24 metre frontage on Marefair
extending east from St Peter’s Churchyard, which up until the 20* century formed four
houses, 39-45 Marefair. In the 19" century a lane was created between this and the
churchyard, called St Peter’s Gardens, while in the 1980s the first two houses were
demolished to create a wider space.* This property was 37 metres long and tapered
southwards to only 18 metres wide (Battins’ on figure 4.) South of this the Hazelrig property
reached the churchyard.

There was also a small piece of garden ground included in the sale. It was on the north side
of Marefair, east of Pike Lane (now lost under modern development). The 1680 document
concludes by referring to brewhouses, barns, stables, outhouses etc., which may only be a
legal cover-all, but suggests it is likely there were non-residential buildings within the site.

Also purchased at about this time was a significant area of ground containing the site of

Northampton Castle, approximately seven hectares (about 18 acres) in extent, including an
island in the River Nene Although separated by other properties it was eftectively a park

4 NRO Brown & Wills (BrW) 114,115;NROYZ 574, NRO C (S) 242, NRO NPL 2167;NRO ZB 1132/1
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attached to the mansion, and it was acquired with hunting and fishing rights elsewhere in
the county and other revenues®. In an urban context it was a significant property. The ditches
were purchased from the Mayor and Burgesses, and the grazing rights, purchased from
Daniel Reading, were held from the Crown.The purchasers were able to use much of the
inner and outer bailey as orchards.

Documentation prior to 1680.

Hunter in 1979° asserts, referring to the whole unit including Battins’s (figure 4), that “it is
not improbable that all this latter block originally constituted a single property unit ... and
that the two smaller properties ... which lie on the Marefair frontage to the west of the
main building represent the first stage in the gradual fragmentation of this block that
continues through into the 19" century”. Hunter refers not only to Battins but to Mrs
Isham’s on Nunns’ map, the latter being the western house in 1680. There has always been
a perception of Hazelrig House being built out of one large land unit, whereas in fact it is
a composite of at least two historic subdivisions, possibly three.

The capital messuage was probably part of a land unit granted to St James’ Abbey in the
13 century comprising two messuages in Gold Street in the parish of St Peter’s contiguous
to three messuages in a lane which extended from St Gregory’s Church to St Peter’s
Church’. At the Reformation St Gregory’s Church became the location of the Free School,
and as in 1680 the lane is likely to be St Peter’s Street. The three houses on St Peter’s Street
probably included the land south of Battins’ plot next to the churchyard.

Figure 4 The property in relation to St Peter’s parish and St Peter’s church

5 LRO DG21/91-2,95; DE 728/381-2
6  Hunter op cit
7 St James Abbey Cartulary, Bridges’ transcript Bodleian MS Top Northants c¢.5 folio 179b
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In addition, in the 1503-4 Rental® the fourth and fifth entries for St Peter’s Parish are:

Of the tenement, once of John Catesby, now of the heirs of Thomas Osborne Esquire, and called
Te 3 Cuppes’ ; And now in the tenure of Phillip Hardyng Bocher ... Now in tenure of Robert
Braddway. 12d

Of the same tenement for his gate near the Church of St Gregory on the north side of the same
Church, now of the heirs of Thomas Osborne aforesaid, and in the tenure of the same Phillip
Hardyng. 2d

As Freeschool Street runs in a south-south-westerly direction it is quite possible for a
property at the corner with Marefair to lie north of St Gregory’s Church and still be in the
parish of St Peter’s. Perhaps there was only space for a gate, rather than a house on St Peter’s
Street because this property tapers due to the alignment of Freeschool Street. Combined
with the St James Abbey land to the west, we now have three houses and a gate fronting St
Peter’s Street.

There is a possible candidate for Battin’s plot in the 13% century’. There was 16 pence
annual rent granted to St James’ Abbey from a house next to the churchyard. This could of
course be south or west of the churchyard, but there are arguments against the latter, and it
is at least worth considering this refers to Battins’ plot. This seems to give us four medieval
houses fronting Gold Street (Marefair): Battins’ plot, the two granted to St James’ Abbey
and “The 3 Cuppes” from the rental probably occupying the Freeschool Street end of the
block.

When were the St James’ Abbey plot and “The 3 Cuppes” amalgamated as one? In the sale
of former St James’ Abbey land to the Taverner brothers in 1545 one of the Gold Street
properties had a tenant called Robert Bradwaie. Possibly this is the same Robert Braddway
who was added in to the 1503-4 Rental for “The 3 Cuppes”, St James’ Abbey land not
necessarily appearing in the Rental. However, had there been a previous record for the
Abbey rental we might have found Philip Harding or Thomas Osborne in both properties.

The house before 1680.

The house seems not to have been damaged in the Great Fire of 1675. On the basis of
other contemporary deeds we would expect to see some reference to damage or demolition
after the late dreadtul fire had this been the case. In the 1680 description the previous tenure
of the main house is given as ‘heretofore in the tenure of John Reading and now in the
tenure or occupation of him the said Robert Hazelrig’. The Hazelrig tenure could be as
little as a year or several decades. Children born to Robert Hazelrig are recorded in the St
Peter’s Registers from 1667'", so it is possible he rented it from about that time. It may also
be significant that Sir Robert Hesilrig’s brother (by his father’s first marriage), Sir Thomas
Hesilrige of Noseley, died in February 1680 and this may have placed Sir Robert in a
position to buy the property he had hitherto rented.

8 Town Rental 1503-4.The original is NRIO/3, but there is a typed 1929 translation in Northampton Public
Library, and several other versions.
9 St James Abbey Cartulary folio 180b
10 Letters & Papers of Henry VIII vol XX Part 1 1545 p307-310, being a grant to Richard, Roger and Robert
Taverner, p307 col 2 line 8
11 Serjeantson, Rev R M History of the Church of St Peter, Northampton, 1904, p142-3; p140 family tree
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The identity of the Readings is very confusing. If John Reading, previously resident there,
is the John Reading recorded in 1617 and in the office of commissioner in 1624 and county
escheator in 1634'%, he appears to have died in the 1650s. There is a Daniel Reading who
was an attorney in Northampton and one of the trustees of Langham’s Charity 1651-3".
Daniel had several properties on St Mary’s Street, next north of Marefair, where the 1675
fire is supposed to have started, so the impact of the fire may have affected his finances.

From 1639 to 1651 Daniel leased the Welsh House and its counterpart on the west side of
Market Square from the Hospital of Holy Trinity in Croydon'*. In 1654 Daniel purchased
the plot of ground between Bath Street and Scarletwell Street from Mayorhold to the river®,
and in his will dated 8 February 1657 left this to his son Francis. It is not clear when this
Daniel died, but in his will dated 20 December 1702 (proved 5 March 1703), Francis left
the property in trust to executors, one of whom was Sir Robert Hesilrig'.

The 1680 document gives no information on kinship, but it lists as the granters (in the first
part) Francis Harvey of the Inner Temple, Daniel Reading of Carleton, Northampton
gentleman, Francis Reading of Northampton, and Anne and Elizabeth Reading spinsters.
We do not have enough information to relate them to John Reading, the previous tenant
of the mansion, or to contemporary Readings in the records, but only to suggest that Daniel,
Francis, Ann and Elizabeth have a shared interest in the property and Francis Harvey is a
trustee acting on their behalf. Daniel Reading of Carleton had the choke fees for
Northampton Castle in 1678, and the same parties sold these to Hesilrig in 1680"7.

What can be said for certain regarding past speculations is that if Daniel or any other
Readings lived in the house between John and Sir Robert Hesilrig it would have been
stated in the 1680 grant; eg. ‘heretofore John R eading, afterwards Daniel R eading and since
by Sir Robert Hesilrig’. It is interesting though that Sir Robert Heselrig is an executor in
the will of Francis Reading in 1702, which suggests the possibility of kinship. It is likely
that the various personages are connected, but perhaps the Daniel of the 1680 document
is grandson of John and son of Daniel the attorney.

Land south of St Peter’s Street.

There appears to have been a garden here perhaps protecting the view from the south
windows of Hazelrig House, and extending the garden across St Peter’s Street. Though this
is represented by later documentation it is useful to describe it here. It may be the garden
purchased by Sir Arthur Heselrig from the heirs of John Mayne in 1756': all that stable
and garden” which was in the parish of All Saints on the south side of a lane leading from
the Free School and next adjoining to a garden belonging to Arthur Hesilrig. Moreover,
the first 19 metres of St Peter’s Street belonged

12 NRO XYZ 1946, 7B 5/1, Finedon 123

13 Cox,] C (1899) The Records of the Borough of Northampton, vol 11

14 Paget, C G (1934) Abstracts of the Ancient Muniments of the Whitgift Foundation, Croydon XII 244-246

15 NRO Old Deeds relating to the acquisition of 30 & 31 Mayorhold and 2 Bath Street; NPL 2711 and NPL
2281

16 NRO MW64, £304; Old Deeds as at note 15.

17 NRO XYZ 1184; LRO DG 21/122

18 LRO DG 21/152
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Figure 5 Looking south from the rear of Cromwell House

to St John’s Hospital. On Noble & Butlin’s plan of 1746 there was an open space west of
this extending southwards from St Peter’s Street.

This identifies a former property of St James” Abbey sold in 1557 by Robert Rolston to
John Richardson This is one of the hustings deeds at the back of Volume 1 of the
Corporation Minutes, where deeds ratified by the Corporation were recorded®. It
comprised two granaries, an orchard and empty ground which Rolston bought from John
Harpoll, tanner. It lay between the lane there on the north and the land of John Harpoll,
formerly in the tenure of Thomas Hethe, tanner, on the south, a garden of William Bugby
on the west and the tenement and garden of the Master of St John on the east.

In the 1813 sales particulars (see below) there was ‘another garden adjoining the back lane’,
and two gardens were sold to Stoddart in 18262, It appears to have been part of the garden
when John Baker acquired it but was subsequently sold to Thomas Henry Smith before
1850 who built a warehouse on the site, characterised by an archway with rooms over (this
appears on photographs before the street was demolished in the 1970s). It is not clear
whether the land acquired in 1756 was all or part of this. Smith’s warehouse had a 17metre
frontage, whereas the strip on the Noble & Butlin’s plan in 1746 appears narrower.

Causes of later problems 1680-1726.

This is a period with little surviving documentation but what there is suggests the
foundations for later difficulties. These mostly relate to the Noseley Estate in Leicestershire,
Noseley Hall being nine miles south-east of Leicester. Up to this point the Northampton
estate had belonged to a brother and then an uncle of the heir of Noseley. This heir died

19 NRO 3/1 Assembly Book 1 — 41 (I am grateful to the late Jacqueline Minchinton for translating and
transcribing this)
20 LRO DG 21/178; Northampton Mercury 11December 1813 p155.
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unmarried in 1700, when Sir Robert acquired the title and Noseley Hall, but not the bulk
of that estate. After Sir Robert’s death in 1713, his executors managed to purchase a
substantial part for £12,000, but it was his grandson who purchased the remainder in 1739,
Sir Robert was succeeded by his son, also Sir Robert, who died in 1721. In the second Sir
Robert’s will a codicil was added restricting the marriage of his daughter Dorothy, but she
went ahead with a marriage to a Mr Bastell. For reasons which are not clear in the
documents, but relate to the conditions of the will, one of the executors of the will, Timothy
Rogers, acquired a part interest in the Northampton estate which seems to have created
problems throughout the 18 century®.

Sir Arthur Heselrig succeeded his father in 1721 aged 17, so for a time the estate was
managed by trustees. In 1726 a document was drawn up on his behalf to resolve some of
these issues, including the need to pay off loans raised to pay the £12,000 cost of purchasing
part of Noseley?, although he had attained the age of 21 on 28 March 1724.This included
a licence to sell off parts of the estate. Land in Duston seems to have been disposed of at
this time, but the Northampton estate itself became one of the potential assets for disposal.

First financial crisis 1726-1763.

Despite the estate’s financial difficulties Sir Arthur Heselrige seems to have managed to
keep the Northampton estate fairly intact. Going by the births and baptisms of children he
seems still to have resided or at least favoured residing at Northampton, with the exception
those born 1731 to 1735. However, after recovering the rest of the Noseley lands for
£13,000 in 1739, that seems to have marked a shift in orientation towards the Leicester
estates, although one child was born in Northampton in 1746.

Nevertheless, the Northampton estate, both the house and the castle grounds were offered
for lease in 1730*

To be let and Enter'd upon on Lady Day next the dwelling house of Sir Arthur Heselrig Bart., situate
in the Parish of St Peter in the town of Northampton with good gardens, brew-house, stables, coach
houses and all other conveniences for a Gentleman’s family

Also, in 1731 and 1732 a famous stallion that had belonged to him, Red Rose, was being
offered for stud at the Black Lion. In November 1737 a solicitor’s letter records a mortgage
of £2,000 and a debt to a Mr Hart of £10,000 and an urgent need to raise funds®.In 1738
he was struggling to have a tenant removed from the castle grounds. It has to be appreciated
that the plan of the castle orchards, house and other property drawn up by G Nunns in
1743 was probably intended to facilitate a sale, so it is not surprising to find an advertisement
in June to August 1746,

10 be let or sold and entered upon immediately®®

A large and very handsome house with twelve sash windows to the front situated in one of the
principle streets of Northampton, conveniently fitted up and lately in the occupation of Lady
Heselrig senior. NB There are stables, coach houses and all other necessary offices.

21 Serjeantson, R M op cit p141

22 NRO NPL 2704-5

23 Serjeantson op cit; NRO NPL 2705

24 Northampton Mercury

25 Northampton Mercury 8 March 1731; LRO DE 3168/309, 3168/527
26 Northampton Mercury 30 June to 28 August 1746



CROMWELL HOUSE 39

[t 1s interesting that there are only 12 sash windows to the front as the house is described
as having 14 mullioned windows in the late 19" century; whether this is down to just
definition or indicates subsequent modification is unclear. Lady Heselrig senior is Dorothy,
the widow of Arthur’ father, who died in 1748 aged 79%. So, during the period Sir Arthur
was at Noseley from 1739, Northampton functioned as a dower house. Also, there was a
child Annabel born at Northampton 29" November 1746, and baptised at St Peter’s
December 26™ 1746, so the sale procedure had presumably stopped for Hannah’ lying in.

[t appears that, not long after this time, Timothy Rogers becomes the tenant. This is probably
not the attorney, but his son, as in the 1768 Poll we find the Rev Mr Rogers here.

Sir Arthur died 23 March 1763. In his will proved 9 June Sir Arthur left ‘his house in the
Town of Northampton where he did sometimes dwell, with the garden and outhouses’ to
provide annuities to his children®. His son Charles did not come of age until 19 November

1769, on which day there were celebrations in the town®.

The Stoddart years 1802-1826
There is a gap of nearly forty years in available records. The next significant item is the 21-
year lease to John Stoddart in 1802,

All that capital messuage or tenement or mansion house with appurtenances to the same
belonging, situate and being in a certain street in the town of Northampton there called Marefair,
and also all those two stables and two coach houses with the brewhouse, barn and two gardens...
to be held by the said John Stoddart his executors and assignees for 21 years at /45 a year.

The next document is in November 1811 which is similar but refers to both the mansion
and another house in the tenure of John Stoddart. However, the most revealing document
in this period is the sale advert of 11 and 18 December 1813 and agent’s particulars® which
include,

A capital messuage or mansion house in Gold-Street with numerous and very convenient out-
offices and excellent gardens

Lots 1 to 9 and Lot 13 concern the castle ground. The house environs are covered by lots
11 and 12.

Lot 11 a messuage or tenement, situate on the South-Side of Gold-Street aforesaid, now divided
into two dwellings and in the occupation of the Rev John Stoddart, Tenant, from year to year at
the very low rent of £ 12 (rising to £20 at Lady Day 1817)

Lot 12 A capital and spacious Messuage or Mansion House, well adapted for a boarding school
or any other Purpose requiring room, situate in Gold-Street aforesaid. With most excellent and
capacious stables, and convenient Out-buildings, and large and most excellent gardens adjoining,
and also another garden adjoining the Back Lane, together with the small tenement, shop and
premises adjoining to the said capital messuage and which premises have about 156 feet front
next to Gold-Street aforesaid and in the occupation of the Rev J. Stoddart clerk on a lease which
will expire at Midsummer 1823.

27 Serjeantson op cit p140

28 NRO NPL 2704-5

29 Northampton Mercury 4 December 1769 col 4

30 NPL 2705 item dated 21 August 1802; Northampton Mercury 11 December 1813
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This and the next lot (Upper Roundabout, the name given to the remnants of Northampton
Castle’s inner bailey) are in the occupation of Rev J. Stoddart at the old and very low rent of
£45 per annum.

From associated documentation it is clear that the references to very low rents reflect a
concern that the estate leases were undercharged. In 1817 Sir Arthur Gray Hesilrig
succeeded to the baronetcy on the death of his uncle and changed the family name by
Royal licence to Hazlerigg®'. Sir Arthur, like his uncle, was short of money and desperate
to sell off the Northampton estate. However, he wanted to sell at a very high price, and it
was this more than anything that brought about the destruction of the Northampton estate.
Note that the 156 feet comprised the frontage of 33 and the houses east, Lot 11 being
numbers 35 and 37.

Figure 6 The property in the 19" century

As well as being Master of the Free School (Grammar School) from 1797 Stoddart had set
up a boarding school in Hazelrigg House. However, he was blind and depended upon his
wife and sons and on assistant teachers. Perhaps with the lease approaching expiry he was
easily persuaded by Hazlerigg’s lawyers to commit himself to not less than /1,600 for the
purchase of the house along with the eastern part and gardens in March 1819. Another
purchaser undertook to buy the house divided into two on the west. This was despite the
properties showing signs of dilapidation®.

31 NRO NPL 2705 item dated 22 and 23 November 1811
32 NRO NPL 2705, in a note following the 1811 document, note 37; item 20 February 1819
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However due to the complexities of Sir Arthur’s finances and arrangements, it took seven
years before the actual sales could be negotiated. By that time financial instability had
lowered the market value of many properties, so the would-be purchasers had realised their
purchases were overpriced and were being advised they would have difficulty getting
mortgages. Stoddart’s lease had been extended. In a letter in July 1823 Hazlerigg’s lawyers
advised:*

It appears quite impossible that he can pay for his premises...fears he might now have agreed to a
greater sum than they are now worth...but I am sure if we were to proceed against him he would end
up in ruin.

The problem was that Sir Arthur faced huge mortgage debts and couldn’t afford to lower
his asking price. It does not appear to have been greed, but the need to find money.
Moreover, he died just before the sale proceeded, and the transaction was carried out by
his widow. Thus, in May 1826 Stoddart finally agreed to buy the house for £ 1600 for which
he took out mortgages with two sets of creditors for £1250 and £350**. The two houses
to the west however (Nos 35 and 37) were not sold.

Figure 7 Looking west along Marefair towards Northampton Station

33 LRO DE 3168/383
34 NRO NPL 2705
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Dismantling the estate 1827-1831.

John Stoddart died 27" May 1827 aged 62. He only owned Hazlerigg House for a year.
In his will he left the house to his wife Ruth and his sons John and William, both ministers,
to dispose of the property by public auction or private bargain®. However, this was not a
good time to sell property, particularly overpriced property. Ruth died on 12 February
1828. It appears that the house lay empty for several years. The creditors pressed his sons to
sell. This is a rather dark period about which there has been much speculation. So rather
than recite some of these, it is probably easiest to go direct to the newspaper account of
events culminating in the raid of 28 September 1830%°.

The old mansion in Gold Street... was the scene of a great outrage and depredation on Monday
night. For some time past the house has been unoccupied, and during the last few weeks the
most unaccountable and erroneous notions prevailed amongst the lower classes, inducing them to
suppose that depredations might be committed on this unoccupied property with impunity.
Consequently the windows were wantonly demolished and through these it appears that for
several days prior to the night in question, boys and men had constant access to the interior of
the mansion. On the above mentioned evening a most unwarrantable attack was made by
multitudes of persons upon the fixtures and all that remained of value in the premises — handsome
mantle chimney pieces, wainscoting, banisters, doors and sashes were forced out and carried away
and the paper torn from the walls. Several quarrels took place between the depredators, that
ended up in the destruction of the property contended for. The garden was completely stripped,
many of the trees broken and pulled up, and every lawless excess practised. The report of these
outrages occasioned the interference of the police, when some individuals were taken into custody,
and we understand an investigation has taken place for bringing the perpetrators of these lawless
outrages to condign punishment.

This desperate state of affairs forced a sale by auction on 13" January 1831. Evidently the
pillaged wainscoting and ornaments were mostly recovered as this sale included building
materials in lots which had been pulled down, consisting of marble chimney pieces,
window- shutters, casements, wainscoting, doors, old lead and copper, grates &c &c. The
sale of the property is very revealing about the layout of the house, which did not include
the premises to the west, numbers 35 and 37 which were still in Hazlerigg hands. Lots 1,
3 & 4 appear to describe the main house (33), Lots 2 and 6 the parts to the east:

Lot 1. The West End of the house; comprising the entrance hall, front parlour, staircase, and
rooms over the same, together with the roof over, &c

Lot 2.The East end of the house (frontage 46 feet by 20 deep); comprising the kitchen, scullery,
brew-house, and rooms over, with the roof &c.

Lot 3. The Back Drawing Room, 27 feet by 22 feet 6 inches, and rooms over the same, with
roof &.

Lot 4. The Back Parlour, 20 feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6 inches, together with 158 feet in length
of stone wall, including the building &c.

Lot 5. The Coal House, 24 feet by 20 feet, and schoolroom over, with the roof &.

35 NRO NPL 2705
36 Northampton Mercury 2 October 1830 p3 col 6
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Lot 6. A Tenement (34 feet front), with a Shop attached, and a Building in Free School Lane
(48 feet frontage) with rooms over, roof &e.

Lot 7. Stabling, 39 feet by 21, with loft over, roof &r.
Lot 8. The Brewhouse, 25 feet by 20, with granary and corn bins, and rooms over, roof &c

Lot 9. Stabling, and Coach-house, 71 feet by 18, with lofts over, roof, &e.; and the brick wall
around the dung hole.

This is the earliest concise description of the house and outbuildings, and it is useful to
compare this with earlier descriptions. The east part, described elsewhere as 46 feet 2 inches®
and the building to the east 34 feet, together with the main house at 51 foot 3 inches, add
up to 131 feet 5 inches compared to 156 feet in 1813, but this is probably accounted for by
the shop on the corner with Freeschool Street, which if it equates to its late 19 century
counterpart was 6 metres wide. However, research is needed to see if any other changes
took place at this time.

In 1977 most of the houses either side of No 33 were demolished. Surveys carried out at
the time found wooden beams and bosses hidden in the ground floor ceiling of No 31,
thought comparable with 16" century, and other dating evidence here and in 33 pointed
to construction in the time of Henry VIII*®. They also found that the dividing wall between
27 and 29 was the original gable end (ie the 46 foot 2 inch building comprising latterly 29
and 31). Given that the kitchens were in 29/31 in 1831, the internal re-arrangement to
incorporate a kitchen in No 33 probably post-dates this. Also in 1680 the western part of
the house had been a brewhouse recently converted to a house.

It is quite difficult to place the outbuildings in Lots 5 and 7-9 because of the lack of
contemporary maps. The landscape of Wood & Law 1847 and the first Ordnance Survey
editions represents the post division situation. However, it seems fairly certain that Lot 9,
the stable and coach house represent the building line fronting St Peter’s Street at the end
of the garden, which encompassed the width of 33 and 35/37, as it fits a description in
1887. It may be that the other outbuildings were behind 23 to 31.

The Baker Years

George Baker purchased No 33, the surviving house, together with the gardens. We
probably owe it to George Baker that the house survived, as the other houses seem to have
suffered Victorian rebuilding. However, B. L Giggins suggested the house had been divided
into three separate dwellings when Baker acquired it*’, leading to rather harsh
condemnations of Baker elsewhere. It is more likely any divisions took place in Stoddart’s
time, or earlier, as explained below.

The 1846 Rate Book for St Peter’s Parish gives a better understanding. Numbers 35, 37
and apparently 39 belonged to Sir Arthur Hazelrigg. Numbers 35 and 37 had remained in
Hazelrigg hands right through the Stoddart years, although in 1813 Stoddart was also
renting this as one house. No 39 is a bit more of a mystery, but may have been purchased
by the Hazelriggs from one of Battins’s creditors or a subsequent owner. They were let to

37 Northamptonshire Notes & Queries 50, p57

38 Giggins, B L in Archaeology in Northamptonshire 1977, in Northamptonshire Archaeology vol 13 (1978) p191-
192

39 Giggins op cit p192
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tenants James Moore and Richard Gulley. In the 1880 Rate Book James Moore had
evidently purchased 35 and 37, but Sir Arthur Hazelrigg still owned 39, something partly
recognised by Serjeantson in 1904

Before the sale of the property in 1826, a small portion of the old mansion had been cut off to
form a separate dwellinghouse. This was not sold with the rest of the property, but still belongs
to the Hazleriggs or Heselriges.

They were not, as keeps cropping up in late 20™ century accounts, sold off by Baker, who
never bought them, and they were not in the 1831 sale which was only a sale of Stoddart’s
purchases. It is possible Baker bought and subsequently sold some or all of the property
east of the main house, but I have found no evidence for or against this.

The east part of the house, which became numbers 29 and 31 was owned in 1846 by
Edward Stimpson, the shoe manufacturer, along with the yard and outbuildings extending
through to St Peter’s Street. He occupied 31 himself and let the eastern half to Jane Gibbons
Coles. Although by the 1880 Rate Book Stimpson appears to have sold 29 to Robert Main
and 31 to Elizabeth Hanson, he still retained the St Peter’s Street end as a shoe warehouse.
Main, however had also purchased 27, which had belonged to James Cook in 1846. Main
resided in 27, and he let 29 to James Parker. George Luck, who had invested in a lot of
property in the area, owned No 25 in 1846, but let it to Joseph Kightley, while Thomas
Henry Smith had the house and shop on the corner of Freeschool Street.

Figure 8 Looking east along Marefair to Freeschool Street

40 Serjeantson op cit p142
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George Baker did sell oft bits of the garden. There is a perplexing draft deed in 1835
whereby Baker sold Thomas Henry Smith what seems ultimately to have been the fifth
plot in St Peter’s Gardens, coming out of the Hazelrigg Garden rather than the former
Battins’s property*!. It appears that at about this time also a stable was built on the west
side of the extended west boundary of the garden, which became the new stables, and the
corner was sold on which was built a cottage. Baker also seems to have sold the garden
south of St Peter’s Street to Thomas Henry Smith.

George Baker died 12" October 1851. His sister Ann continued living there until her death
22" April 1861. It was subsequently sold to James Mold.

The 1887 Fire
The more recent history of the house is less well-known. However, the James Mold era
does have one more story to tell, that of the St Peter’s Street fire in February 1887.

James Mold had a wheel-wright and coach building business and was also a timber
merchant. The premises were later owned by Cooch & Sons between Commercial Street
and Weston Street. He donated the oak used for wainscoting the nave during the restoration
of St Peter’s Church*. Mold was in partnership with Luke York who was a grain merchant.
They used the old stables and coach-house on the St Peter’s Street end of the main garden
to store timber and grain. The building extended along the St Peter’s Street frontage and
then at right angles northwards on the east side of the plot. This evidently corresponds to
Lot 9 in 1831 stabling and coach house 71 feet by 18 with lofts over, as the newspaper
account of the fire describes,

The stables in question run parallel with the bottom of the garden, and then at right angles, the
latter block being occupied by MrYork. Lofts ran along the tops of the stables, and in these were
stored a large quantity of hay, straw and corn, and in one part a number of well-dried pieces of
timber used by Mr Mold in the way of his business.

[t seems the fire got a very strong hold and took fire tenders operating from both Marefair
and Freeschool Street to get it under control. Certainly, all the stables and lofts were
destroyed. A horse and pony, and a four wheeled carriage and a pony trap were rescued
unharmed. The following year ‘a part of the root of the portion [of the house| occupied by
Mr Moore, collapsed and fell into the street, at which time the house was described as
getting rickety® In 1901 during a gale a stone pinnacle from the eastern gable fell into the
street and was smashed.*

In 1913 the then owner put the house up for sale, and there was an auction of contents®.
These included a tapestry of Alexander the Great receiving keys and a crown from a prince
(12 foot 9 by 8 foot 4) and a tapestry of the Old Testament story of Naboth and the vineyard,
1 Kings chapter 21 (10 foot 7 by 8 foot 4). These may not have been sold as there were
several tapestries in the building later. There was talk of someone buying the house and
shipping it to America*®. Concerned individuals, including R M Serjeantson, formed a

41 NRO NPL 2706

42 Northampton Daily Chronicle 14 February 1887.

43 Northampton Mercury 10 March 1888, p6

44 Northampton Mercury 1 February 1901 p 3

45 Northampton Mercury 5 September 1913, p4 and 19 September p6
46 Northampton Chronicle & Echo 12 February 1913



46 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PAST AND PRESENT

company for the purpose of a Ladies Club, in order to preserve the building®’. Other
organisations shared it, and it was used for lectures, until 1963 when it became offices. In
1939 there was local concern when a notice appeared on the frontage advertising a
warehouse to let, but this was in fact a building at the rear*.

Figure 9 Commemorative plaque and stone set into the front wall of
Cromwell House

Northampton Borough Council purchased the house in 1980, and there was a programme
of restoration in 1988. It provided offices for English Heritage from 1994, and more recently
has been a nursery.

47 Northampton Chronicle & Echo 1 February 1917, p4
48 Northampton Mercury 18 August 1939, p1
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Richard Comfield (1774-1842), dissenting school proprietor
of Northampton: ‘an original fellow
and probably far from an ideal schoolmaster’.
Part II: The sale of Comfield’s assets and his future career.
D. J. BRYDEN

Introduction

An earlier contribution discussed the career of Richard Comfield and the boys’ boarding
school he operated from the Horse Market from 1794 to 1822. His support of the principles
and practice of dissent from Anglican orthodoxy attracted like-minded parents. The breadth
of syllabus, together with subscription lectures for both adults and children, providing an
introduction to the sciences, marked him out from other proprietors of fee paying schools
in and around Northampton. Income from teaching was insufficient to support his activities.
In early 1823 assignees were appointed to dispose of his assets and pay off his debts.

Coping with the dispersal of assets

Auctioneer and assignee Richard Dennis lost no time in advertising three sales. By agreeing
to an ‘Indenture of Assignment’ with his creditors, Comfield lost the elements of protection
which bankruptcy provided for the debtor, but side-stepped the ignominy and drawn-out
procedures leading to public examination in the bankruptcy court. More importantly he
avoided imprisonment under the draconian and vindictive laws covering insolvent debtors.
Assignees were usually the major creditors, and in agreeing to follow this route, they could
liquidize assets rapidly and at far less expense than having to work through the legal
formalities of bankruptcy. The level of his indebtedness is unknown, but the income
generated from the school and his public lectures must have been insufficient to support
his ambitions and life-style. Certainly, his turn-over of partners suggests doubts over the
viability of the school as he managed it. Nevertheless, whether he saw it as a vocation, or
the sole means he knew of making a living, he remained in teaching. He advertised in the
summer of 1823 that he was able to accept a limited number of private pupils to board in
his house whilst attending other schools in the town, and that he would provide private
instruction and ‘superintend their Progress’. He also offered private lessons in science and
literature to other schools and to families, whilst indicating the continuation of weekly
lectures ‘at His LECTURE Room in HORSE MARKET, as usual.®® A subscription course
of six lectures on ‘the various species of Gas which are most conspicuously Active in the Economy of
Nature’ with both evening and morning presentations, was offered in October 1823.%7
Following the recent establishment of the Northampton Gas Light Company, Comfield
announced a further series of six lectures on the nature of gases in general and of coal gas
in particular, with the course to end with a lecture from the Company’s engineer. The
Mercury added editorial enthusiasm to Comtfield’s advertisements for the gas lecture series:
‘we are fully assured a numerous and respectable attendance may be anticipated to reward
the public spirit of the worthy Philosopher’.®® The final lecture by the Company engineer
proved such a crowd puller that it was re-located to the Theatre, and the date postponed
enabling the theatre to be lit by gas for the very first time.*’

66 NM 19 July 1823.

67 NM 25 October 1823.

68 NM 29 May 1824.

69 NM 22 & 29 May, 5 & 12 April 1824.
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THE Public are respectfully informed, that in
consequence of unforeseen Circumstances, Mr.
BRADLEYS

LECTURE ON GAS
Will take place at the THEATRE, on MONDAY Even-
ing next the 7% JUNE, 1824 (instead of Tuesday the 8", as
mentioned in former Advertisements),

In Mr. Bradley’s Exhibition of the useful and pleasing
Effects of Gas [llumination, he has made it an Object to
gratify the Audience by various ornamental Devices, and
at the same Time to convey Instruction concerning its true
Nature and proper Application; and as the Ladies are
equally interested with the Gentlemen in this valuable
Addition to the Comforts and Embellishments of the
Town, they are respectfully invited to honor the Lecture
with their Presence.

Doors will be opened at Half-past Seven, and the
Lecture will commence at Eight o’Clock.

Tickets for the Boxes Price 3s.6d.; Pit and Gal-
lery. 2s. may be obtained at the Booksellers: at Mr. Sharp’s,
in Mercers’ Row; and at Mr. Comfield’s in the Horse
Market, where Plans of the Boxes may be seen.

Soon after the Commencement of the Lecture, the
Theatre will be lighted with Gas from the Company’s
Works, and a Variety of Experiments will be made, to
demonstrate its Purity and Perfection.

Northampton Mercury 5 June 1824.

J. Robinson, one of Comfield’s former assistants, re-opened a boarding school in the Horse
Market premises in January 1825, oftering to ‘embrace all the Essentials of Mr. Comfield’s
system’, and indicating that ‘A philosophical Apparatus is provided, conducive to the
Instruction and Amusement of the Pupils in the various Branches of natural and
experimental Philosophy, Chymistry, Astronomy, with a Room and Apparatus separate for
practical Mechanics’. Furthermore he stated that Comfield would be giving occasional
lectures in the lecture room.”® The implication is that either Robinson had acquired some
of the scientific apparatus, or that he had come to an arrangement with the assignees and
the purchaser of the life interest in the site. In the event, he was unsuccessful in continuing
the school. In 1827 James Harris advertised that he would be opening a classical and
commercial academy from the ‘very commodious Premises lately occupied by Mr.
COMEFIELD’. His school, at what was later numbered 25 Horse Market, continued for
over four decades, but there is no evidence that Harris embraced the wide syllabus provided
by Comfield.”

70 NM 4 December 1824; see also NM 15 January 1825.

71 For Robinson’s advertisements see NM 11 June 9 & 16 July &10 December 1825; with those of 8 & 15
July 1826 being the last located. R obinson subsequently gave his address as Sheep Street — NM 5 December
1829. For Harris see NM 23 June & 7 July 1827;10 January 1829; and passim, eg 17 July 1841; 8 January
1848; 16 January 1858;17 January 1863; J.Harris, 25 Horse Market entered in classified section ‘Schools-
Private’, in Kelly, E.R.The Post Office Directory of Northamptonshire, .... London 1869 p.219. His widow left
Northampton in 1870, selling her furniture and that of the school — NM 25 June 1870.
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Commentary on the auction of Comfield’s assets, particularly his scientific apparatus

The sale advertisement indicates the richness of the instrument collection that Comfield had
built-up, and underlines the significant material differences between his instruction in the
sciences, and that provided by contemporaries in the county. Day and boarding academies
for both boys and girls might routinely offer to teach geography and the use of globes, and
a handful where young men could learn trigonometry and its practical application in land
surveying — often at an extra charge, but there was no way that they could provide the
demonstrations and hands-on experience across the sciences available at Comfield’s school.
Even as effective a school master as T.H.Bullen, who put the Grocers’ Company foundation
at Oundle back on its feet during the first decade of the nineteenth century, had at his disposal
no more than a telescope, a pair of 12-inch globes, an armillary sphere, a portable orrery,
some surveying instruments and tracing boards.”? The depth of Comfield’s collection of
instruments and apparatus is underlined by the survival in the library of the University of
Toronto, of a copy of the printed sale catalogue.” The detail suggests that Comfield may
have been as concerned to prosecute personal scientific interests, and in providing interesting
and accessible introductions to science, as in the bread and butter teaching that was the
essential educational foundation required by most fee paying parents.

Dennis’ sale catalogue lists instruments and apparatus by topic. Presumably the classification
and identification was undertaken with Comfield’s guidance. It runs from Chemistry, 55
lots; through Pneumatics, 32 lots; Astronomy and Optics, 68 lots; Galvanism, 6 lots;
Electricity, 32 lots; Mechanics, 15 lots; to Magnetism, 5 lots. At the end of the book-sale
there were also 10 lots under the heading of Natural History, including minerals, shells,
petrifactions and fossils. The whole is very much the collection of an active amateur scientist,
wanting to show to the tyro the fascinating phenomena which instruments and apparatus
could illustrate. The chemistry section, for example, includes mortars, crucibles and a
considerable quantity of glass ware, and one hopes that the various lots of bottles and jars
‘and contents’ were labelled to indicate the chemicals they contained. Not present is a
chemical balance, nor any blow pipes or apparatus for chemical analysis. Under astronomy
there were nine reflecting telescopes, plus at least nine specula, the primary magnifying
element for such instruments. Conspicuously absent were an alt-azimuth, a transit, or an
equatorial mounting with an achromatic refracting telescope, instruments essential for
making precise measurements of position, all required for serious astronomical work.
Comfield’s telescopes were ideal for star gazing, observing the planets and their satellites,
and our own moon, but not for observational astronomy requiring careful and systematic
measurement, and calculation. The catalogue entry for the most powerful telescope, lot 88,
underlines this:

Gregorian reflecting telescope, nine inches in diameter, five feet and a half in length, with
mahogany tube, new and improved mountings, an achromatic finder, stand and tripod of the most
steady and convenient form; rack work and adjustments complete.

This instrument is considered by the best judges one of the most perfect ever been made of
equal dimensions. — The construction of the stand on the principle of the late Mr. Varley, improved
by Mr. Comfield, has decided advantages for real utility over any other form.

The large aperture of the Telescope renders it particularly well calculated for observing the planet
Saturn, with its satellites, double ring and belts, which are rendered distinctly visible by the
instrument. The graduations of its magnifying power are from 10 to 500.

72 NM 10 & 24 vi 1809 — on Bullen at Oundle see W.G.Walker, A history of the Oundle schools London 1956
pp. 260-281.

73 A catalogue of the valuable Philosophical Apparatus of Mr. Richard Comfield, ... which will be sold by auction by Mr.
Dennis Northampton, 1823 — University of Toronto, Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library, (Bird 00088).
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Excellent Telescopes and Philosophical Apparatus,
Books, &e.
To be SOLD by AUCTION,
By Mr. DENNIS,
On Wednesday and Thursday the 19th and 20th of
March inst. on the Premises in Horsemarket,
Northampton:-
ALL the valuable Philosophical Apparatus
of Mr. RICHARD COMFIELD: comprising
a Gregorian reflecting Telescope, nine Inches in Diameter, considered
by the best Judges one of the most perfect ever made of equal
Dimensions, its magnlfymg Powers are from 100 to 500; Newtonian
Telescope, elght Inches in Diameter, with Stand, combining every
Advantage of Firmness and Facility of Adjustment; Newtonian ditto of’
seven Inches Diameter, similarly mounted; Gregorian Ditto, six Inches;
and Ditto, five Inches in Diameter; five smaller Telescopes; one seven-
inch Newtonian Speculum (by Titlley); twelve Specula from 7to2)%
Inches, a sixteen-Inch concave Mirror, Pair of twenty one-Inch
Globes (by Cary), Pair of 18-Inch Ditto (by Bardin), 21-Inch
Planetarium, (by Martin) (the Earth a three-Inch Globe); large
sized mahogany mounted double-barrelled Air Pump (by Jones),
the brass Plate 12 Inches in Diameter; condensing Machine (by Jones),
on a similar Scale; Air Gun, wheel Barometer, electrical Apparatus (by
Cuthbertson), viz. double 24-Inch plate Machine, with Conductor and
Clamps, Battery of fifteen Jars, containing 17% -Feet of coated Surface,
discharging Electrometer, and three-Inch brass Ball, eight Galvanic
Batteries, with earthen Troughs and moveable Plates, on the Plan of
Sir H.Davy, twelve other Ditto; Atwood’s Apparatus for illustrating
accelerated Motion. Sets of Levers and Pullies, eight-day Regulator,
Gasometer, containing 14 Gallons (by Varley), Ditto (by Stancliffe),
copper Still and worm Tub, iron Furnace, working Model of a steam
Engine, an extensive Apparatus for exhibiting the most interesting
Experiments, in Pneumatics, Chymistry, Electricity, Mechanics, and
Magnetism: Receivers, Jars, Globes, Bells, R etorts, Tubes, &c. &c.
Also, about 300 Volumes of Books, chiefly on Scientific Subjects.
Maps, Paintings, Musical Instruments, a Collection of
Minerals, Subjects in  Natural  History, glass Cases, Drawers, and
various other Effects.
The Whole may be viewed on the Saturday and Monday preceding
the Sale, which will commence each Day precisely at Eleven o’Clock.
Catalogues, Price Sixpence, may be had on Wednesday the 12th Inst.
of the Auctioneer, in the Drapery, Northampton; and of Mr. Tulley,
Optician, Islington, London.

Advertisement for sale of Comfield’s instruments and Books,
Northampton Mercury 8 March 1823
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HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE,
GLOBES, TELESCOPES, &.
To be SOLD by AUCTION,
BY MR. DENNIS,

Under an Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors,
On Wednesday and Thursday, April 9" and 10,
1823, on the Premises, in HORSE MARKET,
NORTHAMPTON.

ALL the HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
and remaining EFFECTS of Mr. RICHARD
COMEFIELD: comprising four-post Bedsteads, with
handsome chintz Furnitures; half tester Ditto, 17 small
tent Bed-steads, five feather Beds, 15 Mattresses, Blankets,
Quilts, Counterpanes, bed and table Linen, mahogany
Chairs, dining and Pembroke Tables, mahogany and oak
Chests of Drawers, Sofa, Brussels and Kidderminster
Carpets, eight-day Clock, chimney, pier, and swing Glasses,
Bookcases, Presses, Desks, Forms, &c.: a six-inch Gregorian
Telescope, large condensing Machine (by Jones): Pair of
18-inch Globes (by Bardin); electrifying Machine, a great
Number of valuable greenhouse Plants,
a three-light melon Frame, Casks, lead Cistern, salting
Lead, Kitchen Utensils, four Pockets of Hops, and
numerous other Articles.
The Sale will begin each Day at Ten o’Clock.

Advertisement for the sale of Comfield’s household furniture and other eftects
Northampton Mercury 5 April 1823

It is instructive to compare the advertised description of Comfield’s Horse Market premises
with that when the Reverend John Ryland’s home and school were put up for sale in 1785
nearly forty years earlier.

A large, handsome Stone-built HOUSE, neatly sashed; situate in the Horse Market, in the
Town of NORTHAMPTON; .... Consisting of three Parlours, Hall, and Kitchen, On the
Ground Floor; a large Vault and three other Cellars; six good Lodging-Rooms, with convenient
Closets. All the Rooms in the Attic Story ceiled. A small Court and large Yard, in which is a
Pump well supplied with good Water; with a pair of Gates which lead into St. Mary’s-Street.
Very good Stabling, with Lodging—Room over the same; and other Out Buildings. A large
Garden well planted with Fruit-Trees, and a neat Summer-House. The Premises have been built
within these 48 Years, are in excellent Repair, and may, at a small Expence, be divided for two
Families.”

74 NM 30 May 1785 — the advertisement repeated 6 June, 20 August and 3 September 1785.
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Valuable LIFE INTERES'T
FREEHOLD GARDEN, and TENEMENT,
To be SOLD by AUCTION,
By M. DENNIS.
(Under an Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors).

On Thursday the 17th of April, 1823, (and not on
Tuesday the 8th, as before advertised), at Six
o’Clock, at the GOAT INN, NORTHAMPTON.
THE LIFE INTEREST of Mr. RICHARD
COMEFIELD, aged 49, in all those extensive PRE-
MISES, situate n HORSE MARKET,
NORTHAMPTON, and for many Years occupied by
the late Rev. John Ryland, M.A. the late Mr. Hague,
and Mr. Comfield, as a Boarding School of great
Cele-brity, for which Purpose they are admirably
calcu-lated; comprising a good dwelling House,
numerous bed Chambers, large, and light School:
lecture Room, Observatory, Laboratories; large play
Ground, and excellent Garden, clothed with choice
fruit Trees and Vines.

In the Garden are two large Greenhouses, which
may be taken at a Valuation or not, at the Option of
the Purchaser.

Immediate Possession may be had, if required.

Also a FREEHOLD GARDEN, containing about
one Acre, well stocked with excellent fruit Trees,
situate near the COLD BATH in the said Town, ad-
joining the River on the West Side, and well walled
on the other Sides thereof, together with a newly
built Tenement standing therein, which might easily
be divided into two Houses, and a cart Hovel.

Further Particulars may be known by applying too
Mr. JEYES, Solicitor: or to the AUCTIONEER,
Northampton.

Advertisement for the sale of the Horse Market premises
Northampton Mercury 5 April 1823.

The 1785 advertisement places the school on the corner of Horse Market and Mary Street,
and the site is identifiable on Cole and Roper 1807 map of Northampton.” It is conceivable
that Comtfield converted Ryland’s ‘neat Summer-House’ into a site for his telescopes,
becoming the ‘Observatory’ recorded in 1823. The stables and ‘other Out Buildings’ would
have been readily adapted for use as the ‘lecture Room and laboratories’.

75 ‘Northampton’ engraved by J.Roper, from a drawing by G.Cole, 1807 — a town-plan prepared in association
with the multi-volume part-published Beauties of England & Wales. Volume 11, London 1810, included
Northamptonshire. The maps were published separately as The British Atlas London 1810.
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Figure 1. Map of Northampton by G Cole, engraved by J Roper
and published 1807/10. Northamptonshire Archives: Map 477.
(Courtesy of Northamptonshire Archives and Heritage Service.)
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Figure 2. Detail from the above showing the location of Comfield’s house and
school on the corner of Horse Market and Mary Street, The 1785 sale notes, ‘a
small Court and large Yard, ... with a pair of Gates which lead into St Mary’s-
Street’. The detached building at the end of the plot may be the summer
house noted in 1785 — perhaps converted by Comfield for use as an
observatory, as listed in the 1823 sale.
Quart Pot Lane is now named Doddridge Street. The un-named lane running
between St Mary’s Street and Gold Street no longer exists.
Detail from Northamptonshire Archives: Map 477
(Courtesy of Northamptonshire Archives and Heritage Service.)
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Given Comfield’s establishment of “workshops for various mechanical operations’, in which,
for example, some of his pupils ground the lenses to make their own telescopes, it is
anomalous that the sales exclude workshop equipment and tools. Perhaps the assignees were
bending over backwards not to destitute their debtor, or were reflecting contemporary
bankruptcy procedures which allowed the artisan debtor to retain essential working tools.
Nevertheless within the second day of the first sale, they intended to dispose of items integral
to operating a school —hundreds of quills, several gross of lead pencils, dozens of slates, and
many volumes of school books in Latin, French and Greek. In the second sale they disposed
of beds and bedding, desks and forms used by the pupils. Robinson, who briefly operated
a school from the same premises, later indicated that there was ‘a Room and Apparatus
separate for practical Mechanics’.

Comfield, equally briefly, continued both lecturing and astronomical observations after the
sale of his assets. Certainly the telescopes used to report the occultation of Jupiter, seen
from Northampton in 1824, and of Saturn as observed from Clapham in 1826, are those of
lots 88 to 91.That he could undertake these activities from the Horse Market site, despite
the sale and apparent dispersal of his assets, is explained in a letter he wrote to the Mercury,
printed in November 1823, where he expressed his thanks to ‘the patrons and promoters
of my professional avocation” who had not only shown him friendship, and attended or
subscribed to his recent lecture courses, but had made ‘liberal Contributions for re-
purchasing an ample proportion of my philosophical apparatus’. He also thanked all those
who had attended a concert given in October by the Philharmonic Society for his benefit
— a concert given a very positive review by the Mercury which terminated: ‘On the whole,
we are fully warranted in congratulating the members of the society (mostly nobly seconded
as they have been by the good feeling of the town and neighbourhood), on the complete
success of their generous intentions towards their friend and brother member, Mr.
R.Comfield””® He was clearly held in high regard by many fellow townsmen.

Whilst Comfield was able to buy back some of his instruments, how this was done is unclear.
50 or so of the lots of instruments in the surviving printed catalogue are marginally
annotated in ink with a value. These seem unlikely to be insertions of the hammer price by
an attendee. I draw this conclusion from the neatness and consistency of the entries, and
from a comparison of the first two sale advertisements, which indicate a handful of
instruments re-appearing in the sale of household effects. The presumption has to be that
they had not sold at the original sale. These re-appearing items are listed below with their
lot number and catalogue description:

67 Large sized condensing machine, brass-mounted, by Jones, on a similar scale with
the air pump, receiver and cap to ditto.
91 Gregorian reflecting telescope, six inches in diameter, and similar in construction

to lot 88. No stand is to be sold with this article, but the Purchaser may be
accommodated with one similar to that of Lot 88, at a reasonable price.

114 Pair of 18-inch globes, by Bardin.

128 Double 24-inch plate electrical machine, by Cuthbertson, with conductor and
clamps, complete, and packing case for ditto.

172 Eight-day regulator, in oak case.

76 NM 18 & 25 October & 22 November 1823.
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One feature unites these five lots — they are all among the lots with a marked value. If these
items had indeed been sold for £4 8s, £8, £3 18s, £14,and /3 9s respectively, why should
they re-appear in the subsequent sale? Do the figures represent a reserve price, or are they
an indication of the maximum bid by benefactors bidding on Comfield’s behalf? Either
way, it is possible that these five lots had failed to attract an acceptable opening bid.

Be that as it may, the annotations themselves indicate foci of interest. Nothing at all is
marked-up in the chemical section. In the pneumatics section the large air pump by Jones
(lot 56, marked £10 10s) the following 10 lots of associated demonstration apparatus, the
Jones condensing machine (lot 67, re-appearing in the contents sale), and two related
receivers (lots 68 and 69) are all annotated, but none of the remaining demonstration
apparatus. The astronomy and optics section is heavily annotated, with the first item, lot 88,
the powerful reflecting telescope (whose extensive catalogue entry is printed above), marked
at £34, followed by an eight-inch aperture Newtonian, seven foot long and mounted in
the form developed by William Herschel, the discoverer of the ‘new’ planet Uranus, marked
at £21 and another similar of seven inches aperture at /£25. The un-mounted Gregorian
of lot 91 (also detailed above) was marked at /8. All the other telescopes, except 98, a pocket
refracting telescope, were marked-up, as were five telescope mirrors and various other optical
instruments, leaving only half a dozen items not annotated. Under galvanism two of the
four lots of batteries were marked whilst in electricity only the first two lots were marked
— 128 the Cuthbertson electrical machine (see above) at £14 and 129, a battery of 15
Leyden jars, also by Cuthbertson, at £3 8s. None of the other 30 lots of demonstration
apparatus was marked. In mechanics, almost all of the lots are marked, including the
regulator clock (172) that re-appeared in the house contents sale. Of the five lots in
magnetism, just one was marked, a large compound horseshoe magnet — 4s. 6d.

The likely association of Comfield with these annotations is reinforced by the second day’s
sale which contained over 125 lots of books, a few maps, 14 paintings, 13 musical
instruments, nine of natural history, and over 30 lots classified as ‘miscellaneous’, including
lots of hundreds of quills (341-351) and grosses of lead pencils (352-358). Typlcally for a
book sale, the lots were grouped by size from folio to duodecimo, the latter containing
more than a dozen lots of multiple copies of ‘school books’. Of the artefacts, nine of the
paintings, three lots of stuffed birds and a glass case of butterfly specimens in the natural
history section, are marked with prices, as are a viol, three violins and a piano in the musical
instrument section. Most telling are the books, where the marked lots reflect either
Comfield’s religious views (over a dozen lots) or his scientific interests (over a dozen lots of
books and a further dozen of scientific journals). Of the former, I note the 10 volumes of
‘Doddridge’s Works’, lot 197, and ‘Okely’s Pryology’ (lot 212), the latter to be sold with
‘Milner on Gibbon and Hume, and Evidence on the slave trade’ - Doddridge and Okely
being two works which Comfield is known to have subscribed to.””  Of the scientific
works, chemistry is heavily represented with only two lots not marked. However, all date
from the late 18" century including translations from the French of two classic works on
chemistry, by Fourcroy and Chaptal respectively, plus Robert Heron’s 1800 summary of
their work ‘together with the most recent chemical discoveries which have been made

7 See Part I, note 42.The other marked theological works are: Grove,H. A system of Moral Philosophy (lot 201);
Fortescue, J. Dissertations, Essays and Discourses (lot 202); Simeon, C. Claude’s Essay on the composition of a
sermon (lot 203); Jay, W. Short Discourses to be read in _families (lot 209); Lambert, G. Sermons on various useful
and important subjects (lot 210); Fuller, A. The Calvinistic and Socinian Systems examined and compared; Lobb, A,
Letters on the Sacred Predictions — (all in lot 211); Prideaux, H. The Old and New Téstament connected in the
history of the Jews and neighbouring nations; (lot 215); Robinson, R. (trans), Sermons translated from the original
French of the late Revd. James Saurin; Webb, E Sermons on various occasions; Dyer, G. An Inquiry into the nature
of subscription to the thirty nine articles - (all lot 223);
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known in Britain and on the continent’.”® It is surprising not to find copies of more up to
date works, such as William Henry’s Epitome of Chemistry which first appeared in 1801 and
had reached an eighth edition by 1818. Neither does the auction include the volumes of
Accum’s 1803 work on practical chemistry, though Comfield himself was a subscriber.”
Yet this apparent interest in chemistry texts is in contrast to the fact that none of the
chemical instrument lots are so marked.

Though his name only appears once in the auction catalogue —‘Accum’s lamp and stand’,
(lot 5) - much of the chemical material, and possibly some of that in other sections, could
have been sourced from Fredrick Accum in London — many of the lots appear in his
catalogues.® Only a handful of manufacturers are specifically named in both the press
advertisement and the catalogue entries. Comfield’s large air pump (lot 56) and the
associated condensing machine (lot 67) are by Jones — that is Messrs W. & S. Jones, a major
London maker and supplier of scientific instruments. Even if he did not have one of their
many separately published catalogues, he is likely to have found examples bound with his
copies of works by George Adams — the multi-volume set of Lectures on Natural and
Experimental Philosophy re-published by Jones in a second edition in 1799 (lot 196) ;
Astronomical and Geographical Essays re-published by Jones from the fourth (1799) to the
sixth (1812) editions (lot 231); and An Essay on Electricity, re-published by Jones as fifth
edition in 1799 (lot 219).%! Many of Comfield’s instruments appear in the Jones’ catalogues,
with the mechanics section providing a prime example, headed by lot 160 ‘Atwood’s
apparatus for illustrating motion, with brass friction wheels, weights, and graduated scale
complete, with mahogany box, pillar and tripod. This and the other pieces of mechanics
demonstration apparatus all appear in the Jones’ catalogues, though the Atwood machine,
was particularly specialist, probably only made to order at a list price of £25 4s., and may
well have had a long delivery time. ® It is suspected that Comfield could have acquired it,
and the related mechanics demonstration apparatus, second-hand. It is probable that the
‘Double 24-inch plate electrical machine, by Cuthbertson’ (lot 128) marked at £ 14, was not

78 Heron,R. Elements of Chemistry, comprehending all most important facts and principles in the works of Fourcroy and
Chaptal London 1800 (Lot 221); Heron was the translator of the 4 volume English edition of de Fourcroy,
A.E Elements of Chemistry and Natural History Edinburgh & London 1796, ( lot 206); the translator of the 3
volume English edition of Chaptal, J.A.C. Elements of Chemistry London 1791, (lot 207) was William
Nicholson — whose own First Principles of Chemistry had three editions between 1790 and 1796, the edition
of lot 219 is not given; Gren, EA.C. Principles of Modern Chemistry systematically arranged London 1800 -
translated from the German edition of 1796. Neither Macquer, PJ. Elements of the Theory and Practice of
Chemistry London 1758 - 4" edn 1787, nor the duodecimal edition of Watson, R. Chemical Essays 7" edn,
London 1800 are marked.

79 See Part I, note 16.

80 Catalogue of Chemical Preparations, for philosophical chemistry, and apparatus and instruments, manufactured and sold
by Fredrick Accum London 1805 and A descriptive catalogue of the apparatus & instruments employed in experimental
and operative chemistry, in analytical mineralogy and in the pursuit of the recent discoveries of Voltaic electricity,
manufactured and sold by Frederick Accum London 1817.

81 For the Jones’ catalogues in Adams’ works see Millburn, J.R. Adams of Fleet Street, Instrument Makers to King
George III Aldershot 2000, pp.391-395.For Jones’ catalogues generally see Anderson, R.G.W. et al, Handlist
of Scientific Instrument-Makers’ Trade Catalogues 1600-1900 Edinburgh 1990, pp.43-44.

82 Atwood, G. A treatise on the rectilinear motion and rotation of bodies Cambridge 1784 for the original design of
the machine, which was initially made only to order by George Adams at £26 5s.— see Turner, G. LE.
‘Descriptive Catalogue of Van Marum’s Scientific Instruments in Teyler’s Museum’, in Lefebvre, E. &
DeBruijn, , J.G. (eds), Martinus Van Marum Life and Work 4 Leyden 1973, p.161. The machine and related
apparatus appear in all the relevant Jones catalogues, e.g. A catalogue of optical, mathematical and philosophical
instruments made and sold by W and S. Jones London 1795,p.9, also London 1808, p.11.When Harvard College
ordered an Atwood machine from Jones in 1799, it was delivered five years later! — see Wheatland,D.P. The
apparatus of science at Harvard, 1765-1800 Harvard 1968, p.97.
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acquired new from the maker. Trained as an instrument-maker in London, John
Cuthbertson moved to Holland in 1768. In Amsterdam he forged a reputation, becoming
renowned for machines that generated static electricity. He returned to London in the
1790s, and whilst he was still selling twin-plate electro-static generators - first made in 1773,
by this date his preferred design was a single plate machine.** Comfield may have purchased
some of the smaller items locally, from Charles Tarelli, who opened a shop in the Drapery
in the first decade of the nineteenth century, trading as an optician and manufacturer of
barometers and thermometers, and whose advertisements indicated that he also sold ‘Optic
Glasses, Microscopes, Telescopes, Reading Glasses, ... and that he provided a service:‘Glass Blown

for Philosophical Experiments’.**

Comfield in Clapham (1825- 1832)

Richard Comfield left Northampton during 1825 for Clapham, a Surrey village, about to
become a south London suburb. Some inhabitants were prominent in the scientific world,
and it was also the centre of what was later called ‘the Clapham Sect’ — a group of
philanthropic evangelical Anglicans, active in the abolitionist movement.*> Here Comfield
made an early contact with John Wallis, who gave popular lectures on astronomy in and
around London.* Wallis may well have explained that lacking large scale demonstration
apparatus Comfield could not compete on the science lecturing circuit in the greater
London area. He chose to do what he knew best. The compiler of a local directory,
published in 1827 lists ‘Comfield’s Academy for Young Gentlemen, Philosophical Lecture
Room, &c’¥ When Comfield cast his vote in the 1831 Northamptonshire parliamentary
election it was by right of being a Northampton property owner, though he was recorded
as living at Clapham and following the profession of school master.® Horticultural activity
continued. In August 1831 his Clapham garden produced what was described as ‘a single
fruit, decidedly half peach half nectarine’.*” The following months the grounds of his house
at Rectory Green saw the erection on a temporary stand of the greatest aperture achromatic
telescope objective lens yet made. It had been commissioned from Chauchoix of Paris by
the wealthy Irish landowner and astronomer Edward J. Cooper M.P. Following the

83 Hackman,W.D_John and Jonathan Cuthbertson: the invention and development of the eighteenth century plate electrical
machine Communication 142, Rijksmusuem voor de Geschiedenis der Natuurwetenschappen, Leyden 1973,
passim. See also Carpue, J.C. An introduction to electricity and galvanism ..... to which is added a description of Mr
Cuthbertson’s plate electrical machine London 1803 and Cuthbertson, J. Practical Electricity and Galvanism London
1807, in both of which the Cuthbertson single plate machine is that described.

84 Tarelli advertised from the Drapery in 1808, moving to the corner of Wood-Hill, St Giles Square in 1812
— NM 23 & 30 April 1808 and 11 & 25 July 1812.The death of his son, and later his wife is noted in NM
2 July and 10 September 1825.He is recorded as operating at Woodhill until 1830 — Banfield, E. Barometer
Makers and Retailers 1660-1900 Trowbridge 1991, p.212.

85 ‘Parishes: Clapham’,in A History of the County of Surrey: Volume 4, ed. Malden, H.E. (London, 1912), pp.36-
41 available as British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/surrey/vol4/pp36-41 [accessed
3 December 2021].

86 Comtfield, R. & Wallis, ]. ‘Observations of the Occultation of Saturn on the 30th October,1825’,Mem Ast
Soc 2 (1826), pp.457-8. On Wallis’ lecturing career see H-F Huang, H-E ‘A shared arena; the private
astronomy lecturing trade and its institutional counterpart in Britain, 1817-1865", Notes and Records of the
Royal Society of London 72 (2018), pp.319-341.

87 A Key and Companion to the plan of Clapham with its common and environs Clapham 1827.1 am indebted to
Sofie Akram of Wandsworth Libraries & Heritage Service for this information, and that the entry does not
appear in the 1841 corrected re-print.

88 A copy of the poll for two Knights of the Shire for the County of Northampton,... 1831 Northampton 1831, p.64.

89 Reported widely in the London press — eg English Chronicle and Whitehall Evening Post 27 August 1831, and

elsewhere — e.g ‘Horticultural Curiosity’, The Horticultural Register and General Magazine 1 (1832), p.235.
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successful trial the lens was taken to Ireland and a permanent mounting at Markree
Observatory.”

Comfield in Cheltenham (1832-1842)

Richard Comfield did not see a future in running a boys’ school. When he surfaced in the
spa town of Cheltenham in 1832, he began by playing to a known interest and strength.
He rented space in the Imperial Pump Room offering ‘the Instruction and rational
Amusement of young People in the more practical departments of ASTRONOMY,
BOTANY, CHEMISTRY, NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, And the SCIENCES in general.”!
One September evening several hundred spectators, fascinated by the columns of swarming
ants rising high above the tree line outside the Imperial Pump Room, had the phenomena
explained to them by Comfield.”

By Permission of the Proprietors of the IMPERIAL SPA
PUMP ROOM
THIS SPACIOUS ROOM will be immediately
furnished with a COLLECTION of INSTRUMENTS of
SCIENCE, for the purpose of ESTABLISHING
A CLASS OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY,
OR

Scientific Institution,

Especially adapted and intended for the Instruction and rational

Amusement of young People in the more practical departments of

ASTRONOMY, BOTANY,
CHEMISTRY, NATURAL PHILOSOPHY,
And the SCIENCES in general.

Public Exhibitions and familiar Lectures, with frequent opportu-
nities of practice in the use of Optical, Astronomical, and other In-
struments of Observation and Research, will be assiduously directed
to make an agreeable and lasting impression on the mind of youth.

More particular information may be obtained by applying to

Mr. COMFIELD, ER.A.S. at the Imperial Spa, or No. 4,
ANDOVER PLACE, who has entered upon this undertaking with an
Earnest and respectful desire to render acceptable service to the
Visitors and Inhabitants of Cheltenham.

Cheltenham Chronicle 10 May 1832.

His subsequent role as Curator to the Cheltenham Literary and Philosophical Institution,
founded 1833, has been well documented.” There is little to add beyond noting that he
did not open a school for young gentlemen. For a few years he gave popular science lectures

90 King, Part I (note 49), p.180. See the lithograph by W.Eldridge, printed by Ingleman & Co., London, and
titled: TEMPORARY MOUNTING OF AN ACHROMATIC REFRACTING TELESCOPE, The
property of E.J. Cooper Esq.r.,, M.P. ... on the premises of Mr Comfield, Clapham, Sept.r 23.d 1831.- Wellcome
Library no. 46259i.

91 Cheltenham Chronicle 10 May 1832. See also Bristol Times and Mirror 8 ix 1832.

92 Cheltenham Chronicle 6 September 1832.

93 Torrens & Taylor - see Part I (note 2).
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to children and adults, under the aegis of the Literary and Philosophical Institution.” He
gave a single lecture on astronomy in Worcester in 1835, and another in Kidderminster the
following year.”” The interest in observational astronomy continued. He fitted-up his
telescopes on the roof of their new building to allow Lit. & Phil. members to observe a
solar eclipse in 1836, and again for a lunar eclipse in 1837.”° Money must have been tight.
He fell behind paying his annual subscription to the Royal Astronomical Society and being
14 guineas in arrears since February 1835, was expelled (with other defaulters) in early
1836 .77 The horticultural prowess he had demonstrated in Northampton by growing prize
gooseberries, re-appeared in 1840 when he raised for sale dwarf apple, pear and plum
trees. ® A brief obituary appeared in Cheltenham Looker-On, and was reprinted in the town’s
two newspapers:

at his residence, Painswick Lawn, at an advanced age, Mr R.Comfield, much and sincerely
regretted by all who knew him. Mr Comfield had been for many years Curator of the Literary
and Philosophical Institution of our town, of which he was one of the founders, and by all the
members of which society he was most deservedly respected, as well for his amiable temper as for
his high scientific attainments.”

Despite his long association with the town, no corresponding notice has been found in the
Northampton press. Today, the Horse Market and St Mary’s Street facades of the Sol Central
leisure complex, give no indication that on this site, John Rylands senior, Baptist Minister
and school master ran a dissenting academy (c1760 —1786). He was followed by Thomas
Hague (1787-1794) and Richard Comfield (1794-1823). J.Robinson (1823- 26) and James
Harris (1827-1870) also ran schools on the site. Of the five, Comfield stands out in his
provision of accessible popular scientific lecture demonstrations for all ages. He stated his
objectives clearly and succinctly:

A leading Object of these Exercises is to render the Discoveries of modern Science accessible
to such as may not have Leisure or Inclination for elaborate Research; while some Assistance
may, perhaps, be rendered to those whose more extensive Reading may still admit the Aid of
ocular Demonstration. '

94 Cheltenham Chronicle 1 May 1834, 18 December 1834; Cheltenham Journal 28 December 1835; Cheltenham
Looker-On 12 March 1836,12.

95 Worcester Journal 25 December 1834 and 10 December 1835.

96  Cheltenham Chronicle 19 May 1836 — for his shewing the solar eclipse to members on the roof of the new
Philosophical Institution; Cheltenham Looker-On 22 April 1837,

97 MN RAS 3 (1836), 176.

98  Cheltenham Chronicle 12 March 1840.

99  Cheltenham Looker-On, 23April 1842, p.266. Cheltenham Journal 25 April 1842 and Cheltenham Chronicle
28 April 1842. Gloucester Journal 30 April 1842, Bristol Mirror 30 April 1842 had very short death notices.

100 NM 15 February 1806.
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19th Century Sentence Remissions in the Northamptonshire
Prisons Collection

JACK COX

The Northamptonshire Prisons Collection held at Northamptonshire Archives Service
contains documents which were produced during the 19" century by the legal bureaucracy
of the time. These records show the criminal justice system at work. Examples of some of
the documents produced are the folder of remissions with royal signatures, dated between
1815 and 1878 (reference: NP/1/8). Two individual cases which received these remissions
are the 1827 case of John Edwards and the 1831 case of John Coles. These cases provide
accounts for those individuals found to be ‘insane’ before the establishment of Northampton
General Lunatic Asylum (currently St. Andrew’s Hospital) in 1838.

On Saturday 15 December 1827, The Northampton Mercury reported the case of John
Edwards,

‘tried at the last Lent Assizes for breaking into the dwelling-house of Ann Wanwick, and
pronounced by the jury insane, was removed to the asylum at Plainstow, in Essex’."

As these details are mentioned in the remission, the newspaper article can be used to
corroborate his place of residence. The Northampton Mercury reports Edwards to be ‘of
Braunston’ at the time of committing the offence.? No other evidence of his residence there
has been traced. This highlights the value of documents such as remissions when researching
people of this social standing. Assize records survive poorly for Northamptonshire’s circuit,
which underlines how useful these documents are and exemplifies the information that can
be extracted and researched using the remission as the starting point.

By the 19" century, an efficient legal system had been established in Britain. The
development and history of this criminal justice system had included, over centuries, the
use of Justices of the Peace, Magistrate’s Courts, Assizes, local Quarter Sessions as well as
the Metropolitan Police force established in London by Sir Robert Peel in 1829.

Between the late 17" century and early 19 century, the English legal system became known
as ‘the Bloody Code’; the number of crimes punishable by a death sentence was 50 in 1688,
this increased exponentially to over 200 by 1815. However, in 1823 Sir Robert Peel had
introduced the Gaols Act, which removed the death penalty for 130 offences. Many crimes
that would have previously received the death penalty resulted in a sentence of transporta-
tion to the penal colonies in Australia, whilst oftenders such as those judged insane were
removed to their place of settlement.

1 The Northampton Mercury, 15 December 1827.
2 Ibid.
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Figure 1. Remission of John Coles.
(Courtesy of Northamptonshire Records Office.)

These practices are evident within these remissions. John Coles was put on trial in ‘the
County of Northampton on Monday 28 day of February’.> However, a jury ‘did specifically
find that he was insane at the time’.* This culminated in an order for ‘the said John Coles
to be removed from the said Gaol, to the Lunatic Asylum for the county of Suftolk’, where
he would remain until ‘our further pleasure’.®> Similarly, John Edwards was held ‘upon a
certain indictment against him for Burglary’.® As in the case of Coles, it was determined
that Edwards ‘was insane at the time of the commission of such offence’.” These documents
could therefore be seen to be emblematic of the wider easing of harsher punishments
contemporary to their writing.

3 1831 Remission of John Coles, Folder of remissions etc. with Royal Signatures (& photographs of 6 of
these), 1815-1878, NRO NP/1/8.

4 TIbid.

5 Ibid.

6 1827 Remission of John Edwards, Folder of remissions etc. with Royal Signatures (& photographs of 6 of
these), 1815-1878, NRO NP/1/8.

7 Ibid.
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These documents also illustrate the extensive bureaucracy of the legal system and the many
people involved in various roles to facilitate its smooth operation. The documentation
concerning Coles includes the role of the ‘High Sherift of the County of Northampton’
alongside part of the generic legal terminology: ‘By His Majesty’s Command’ with the
signature of King William IV.* In place of the Sherift, in the case of Coles, the Edwards case
mentions ‘the Keeper of the Gaol of Northampton’ and his role in proceedings, alongside
the expected legal terminology through phrasing such as ‘Royal consideration’ and once
again ‘By His Majesty’s Command’ headed by the signature of King George V.’

These remissions can be used not only to explore the softening of punishments and the
various levels of legal bureaucracy within the 19" century criminal justice system, but they
also have value when researching social history. Throughout history, many individuals may
have left behind no record of their existence beyond the parochial level during marriages,
baptisms and burials as well as potentially through census returns from 1841. Interaction
with the legal system in these cases then provides further insight into an individual’s life
which may not be possible otherwise. This is not only the case for those accused and on
trial for crimes, but also for the victims of the crimes. In other types of documents generated
as part of the legal bureaucracy of the time, the victims may be called to give a statement,
which is the case for some court proceedings; this is exemplified by Ann Warwick’s being
detailed as the victim in the report from The Northampton Mercury."

Overall, these documents demonstrate the valuable — not only social but also governmental
- insights that can be extracted from legal documents held within the Northamptonshire
Prisons Collection. Furthermore, these documents can also be used in conjunction with
other documents on parish and institutional levels to be able to trace the life course of
individuals being processed as part of the legal system.

8 1831 Remission of John Coles, NRO NP/1/8.
9 1827 Remission of John Edwards, NRO NP/1/8.
10 The Northampton Mercury, 15 December 1827.
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The Architectural Development of Northampton Town Hall:
the first two phases
SUSAN MOSS

This paper explores the architectural development of Northampton Town Hall, or the
Guildhall as it is usually referred to, from the mid-1850s when it was first decided that a
new building was required to replace St. George’s Hall to the 1890s when the first extension
was completed.

Extensive use has been made of primary sources, particularly the Minute Books of the Town
Council Meetings which complement the often detailed reports in local newspapers and
provide an interesting record of the controversy generated by the decision-making process.
Nineteenth-century journals such as The Building News, The Builder and The British Architect
have also proved useful in documenting ongoing debates regarding the nature of
architectural competitions and also the ‘Gothic vs Classical’ and ‘Battle of the Styles’ debates.
My research has also led to the exciting discovery of numerous original drawings and plans
believed not to have survived.'

In 1974 Northampton Town Hall was described by Thomas H. Cockerill, the Chairman of
the Town Hall Committee, in glowing terms: ‘Northampton Town Hall is a very fine
Victorian Building of which all who prize and admire our Town can well be proud’.? In
1988 it was voted the town’s favourite building by the townspeople.® The present building,
the earliest two phases of which are Grade II listed, occupies an important position in the
centre of Northampton in St Giles’ Square adjacent to All Saints’ Church and within All
Saints’ Conservation Area (Figure 1).* It is bounded on its west side by Wood Hill, abutting
the boundary of the Derngate Conservation Area on the east side and with nineteenth
century buildings of modest scale along St Giles’ Street. The area now occupied by the
most recent extension was previously used as a pedestrian route linking Derngate and
Guildhall Road to the town’s main shopping streets.> Dychurch Lane, a narrow street
mainly used by service traffic, forms the northern boundary (Figure 2).

—_

The drawings and plans for the original building designed by Godwin are housed at the V&A and are
available to view by appointment.

Reynolds, E. Northampton Town Hall, Northampton, 1974, p. 2.

Shepherd, S. ‘Guildhall a Winner’, Northampton Chronicle & Echo, 27 March 1988.

British Listed Buildings: www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk (accessed 20 September 2022).

The most recent phase of the building will be covered in a future article.

U N
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Figure 1. All Saints’ Conservation Area showing the location of the
Town Hall/Guildhall.
(Image reproduced with permission from West Northamptonshire Council, Licence No. RL-42)
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Figure 2. Northampton Town Hall (Guildhall) in 2023 —
image includes the most recent extension (formally opened in 1992).
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

The New Town Hall: the Godwin Building

When, in the mid-1850s, the members of Northampton Town Council suggested that the
existing Town Hall, which was situated at the corner of Abington Street and Wood Hill and
had served the town since the 14™ Century, was no longer adequate for the rapidly
expanding town, they could not have envisaged that a ‘Battle of the Styles’ similar to that
which had occurred at Westminster, was about to begin.® The building was deemed to be
far too small and inconvenient for the transaction of a large amount of official business
connected with the government of the town and no longer reflected the town’s increasing
wealth and status.’

The decision to build a new town hall was as much a political issue as it was a matter of civic
pride. The Liberals had been in power locally for the previous twenty years, but had been
dependent for office upon the forbearance of their Radical associates and had been unwilling
to risk the criticism of the public by spending money on a new building.®* However, the new
Conservative Town Council, which had taken up office in 1859, put a proposal before a full
Council meeting in May of that year which the Liberals, now relieved of responsibility, backed
without reservation.” The frequency with which new town halls were opening was clearly
quite remarkable and undoubtedly led to towns competing with each other. No doubt
Northampton Town Council wanted to ‘climb on the bandwagon’ too.

6 ‘Gothic and Classic’, The Builder, 15, 31 January 1857, pp. 59-60; “The Battle of the Styles — a Hudibrastic
Epic’, The Builder, 15, 18 July 1857, p. 403.

7 ‘Northampton Town Hall’, Northampton Mercury, 15 Jan 1892; Burman, A. ‘Building Sights’, Northampton
Chronicle & Echo, 25 October 2003.

8  Burman, ‘Building Sights’, 25 October 2003.

9 NRO 3916, Town Council Meeting, 2 May 1859; Burman, A., ‘Building Sights’.
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A Town Hall Committee was set up to select a suitable site for the new building. Various
options were considered including the site of the old Town Hall, two locations facing the
Market Square and another opposite All Saints’ Church. The Old Corn Exchange, a possible
alternative, was considered to be too limited for the civic aspirations of the town’s dignitaries."
Each of these options was eventually dismissed and a site in St Giles’ Square was chosen. This
was primarily because it had been anticipated that a new railway station would be built at
nearby St John’s Street which would have allowed rail passengers arriving in the town to get
a striking view of the front of the proposed Town Hall. However, these plans were abandoned
because of issues related to the compulsory purchase of land for the site. !

Fully aware that funding would most likely be a major cause of concern, the Council voted
to levy a six-penny rate but also agreed that property held by the Corporation should be
sold to defray the cost.'”> However, some of the more vociferous ratepayers, in a pre-emptive
strike before the rate was fixed, made their views known in the local newspaper, the
Northampton Mercury. One particular letter from a Mr Hilary Healtop summarised the
general feeling of discontent. He complained that the town was ‘not in a condition to incur
the very large outlay which such a building would necessitate’ adding that ‘what with local
taxation and the ‘Improvement Rate’ the good citizens of Northampton were in some
danger of being improved off the ground altogether’.'” Furthermore, a number of
Councillors also feared that a large town hall would encourage political protest and party
agitation.” Indeed, it soon became clear that the whole process was going to be anything
but ‘plain sailing’.

In order to resolve the key issue of the style of the new building, the Council decided upon
an open competition, the normal means of selection employed by town corporations
wanting to look beyond their own employees for a suitable architect. 1> The system was
generally disliked by architects as the many articles in The Building News and The Builder
reveal although this was often the means whereby architects made their name.'® However,
it was felt that a competition would obviate the expectation that political and business
loyalties would guide the appointment of an architect."”

Advertisements were inserted in the public newspapers inviting architects to submit plans
and drawings with estimates by 1 February 1861."% A set of Instructions to Architects was
published on 22 October 1860." It was further agreed that an eminent architect would
be invited to offer advice on choosing the winning design from a shortlist.”’

The number of enquiries from architects indicated that the competition was going to be
hotly contested.?’ However, no-one could have anticipated the controversy that would

10 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 12 March 1860.

11 Burman, A. ‘Barred in the Bridewell’, Northampton Chronicle & Echo, 8 May 1999.

12 NRO 3916, Town Council Meeting, 2 May 1859.

13 Healtop, H. Letter, Northampton Mercury, 11 Feb 1860.

14 “Town Hall’, Northampton Mercury, 2 March 1861.

15 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 8 October 1860.

16 ‘Architectural Competitions’, The Builder, 15,19 September 1857, p. 537;‘Competition’, The Building News,
6 January 1865, pp. 1-2.

17 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 8 October 1860.

18 Ibid.

19 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 22 October 1860.

20 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 8 October 1860.

21 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 9 November 1860.
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ensue. A flurry of anonymous letters quickly appeared in the Northampton Mercury, one
particular writer arguing forcefully that the design for building a town hall for ‘one of
the oldest corporate bodies in England’ should ‘follow the tradition of ...the grand old
English Gothic’. 2

Thirty-nine plans were submitted, under pseudonyms as instructed, and these were initially
narrowed down to six possible contenders. Mr William Tite (1798-1873), the Liberal MP
and RIBA President®, who had been appointed to select the winning design, quickly
produced a final shortlist of three designs. It was well-known that Tite was a great admirer
of the art critic and theorist, John Ruskin. In fact, Councillor Shoesmith had initially
suggested that Ruskin himself should be invited to deliver the adjudication but he was
overruled.** There were apparently two serious contenders, the third having been quickly
dismissed as being too bulky and too expensive.”® The first, entitled * Clrcumsplce was an
[talian design which resembled Scott’s rejected design for the Foreign Office.® It was this
design which Tite considered to be the most appropriate and skilful, a building on Classical
lines with the roofline punctuated by a clock tower and two turrets. The second contender
was entitled ‘Non Nobis Domine’, a design based on Ruskinian Gothic.”’

Against all expectation, Tite’s advice that the winning design should be “Circumspice’, a
surprising choice considering Tite’s admiration for Ruskin, met with considerable
opposition at a stormy Council Meeting on 14 April 1861. Councillor Shoesmith declared
Classical buildings an ‘abomination’ and the Mayor complained that Tite’s judgement had
been seriously undermined because he had overlooked the inclusion of a museum in ‘Non
Nobis Domine’.*® The defiant Councillors were clearly in no mood to be cajoled and ‘Non
Nobis Domine’ won the day. Tite doubted if the chosen design could be built, although he
conceded that it would be ‘an ornament to your town’.?  Whether or not it was the
anonymous letter in the Northampton Mercury that swayed the majority vote is debatable.
Significantly, The Building News critic later commented that ‘It is well known in
Northampton that the Conservative majority of the Town Council obtained for the town
a Gothic Hotel de Ville. It is equally well known that, had the Liberals been in majority, a
‘Classic’ hall would have been built.*

When the name of the architect of the winning design, Edward William Godwin, was
announced not a single member of the Council had ever heard of him.”! Godwin (1833-
1886) had trained as an architect in Bristol, subsequently setting up his own practice in
partnership with Henry Crisp and establishing himself as being particularly proficient in
the then fashionable Gothic style.”* This would explain Godwin’s unique design.

22 Correspondence page, Northampton Mercury, 13 April 1861.

23 Brodie, A. Directory of British Architects 1834-1914, Vol 2, London, 2001, p. 70.

24 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 25 February 1861.

25 Ibid.

26 Ibid.

27 1Ibid.

28 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 14 April 1861.

29 Ibid.

30 ‘Northampton’, The Building News, 12, 14 July 1865, pp. 495-96.

31 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 14 April 1861; Burman, A., ‘Building Sights’, Northampton Chronicle &
Echo, 25 October 2003.

32 Oxtford Dictionary of National Biography online (last accessed 25/9/2022).
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Having agreed to a small number of alterations requested by the Council’s Estates
Committee members, Godwin offered to prepare plans and specifications for tenders for
work entirely at his own risk which appeared to bode well for their working relationship.*
Of the five tenders received, the Council decided to accept the lowest tender from Mr John
Watkin of Northampton.*

Godwin’s winning design prompted further controversy as a series of anonymous letters to
the Northampton Mercury reveal. They all appear to have been written by competing
architects, disgruntled by the Council’s management of the competition, in particular the
failure of the competition particulars to state that a Gothic design was preferred, querying
the grounds on which Mr Tite’s advice was ignored and also threatening legal action. It
was even suggested that Tite and his Report were treated with utter contempt. *

Despite all the controversy, Godwin’s design eventually proved popular. When the
foundation stone was laid on 22 October 1861 by the Mayor, Mr Pickering Phipps, it was
the resounding and powerful speech by Lord Henley that would be long remembered. He
spoke eloquently not only of the influence of Ttalian architecture on the Victorian city but
also, somewhat ironically, of the Venetian Gothic style as being ‘intrinsically English’.** One
wonders what Ruskin would have made of such sentiments.

Godwin explained his philosophy underlying the design for the new town hall in a lecture
to the townspeople of Northampton in 1862. In typical Ruskinian fashion he called for
the arts to be united, such would be their influence upon one another. He referred
specifically to the way in which painting, for example, would lead architects to ‘moderate
the violent contrasts in polychromy’ and encourage them to keep their patterns ‘flat,
conventional and unobtrusive’.’” There is little doubt that Godwin’s philosophy on carving
was shaped by Ruskin’s The Seven Lamps of Architecture:

Then, too, sculpture, if we treated her properly, might come out of her hiding place, and show how she
could cut the histories of our cities and of our civil and religious freedom at the corner of the street, at
a less cost than enriching cornices and balustrading parapets which people never strain their eyes to
look at...”®

One of the earliest Gothic town halls, the building was thoroughly Ruskinian in style and
convincingly Gothic, a pattern that would be repeated later in other towns in England. At
first sight the facade of the Godwin building appears to be symmetrical, centred on the
high clock tower (Figure 3). Three arched windows on either side of the mayoral balcony
window are matched on the ground floor by three arches comprising the main entrance
which, in turn, is flanked on either side by two arched windows. However, such was
Godwin’s admiration for Ruskin that the seven bays into which the ground floor is divided
are actually of slightly varying widths. Godwin commented retrospectively on the
arrangement, claiming that Northampton Town Hall was ‘entirely founded upon (Ruskin’s)
The Stones of Venice’:

33 NRO 3915, Town Council Meeting, 6 May 1861;Town Council Meeting, 3 June 1861. The revised plans
are housed at the V&A, London.

34 NRO 3915, Town Council Meetings, 17 June 1861 and 15 July 1861.

35 Correspondence page, Northampton Mercury, 23 April 1861.

36 ‘Northampton Town Hall’, Northampton Mercury, 26 October 1861.

37 Godwin, E.W. The Sister Arts in Relation to Architecture’, The Builder, 20, 29 March 1862, pp. 220 -21.

38 Ibid.
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I read what Ruskin said about the charming building produced by having a series of arches of
different widths. He went into ecstasies over the west front of St Mark’s, Venice, because they
were of different widths, producing a beautiful wave-like harmony.?

Significantly, Godwin appears to have used the same combination of arcaded facade, central
clock tower and steep gable employed by Deane and Woodward at Oxford University
Museum of Natural History which opened in 1860 although Godwin’s building is far more
impressive, not least in terms of the play of light and shadow.*

Figure 3. Facade of the building showing the clock tower.
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

39 Godwin, E.W.‘On Some Buildings I Have Designed’, The British Architect, 10,29 November, 1878, p. 210.
40 Oxford University Museum: http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk (last accessed 28/9/2022).
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The facade is faced in banded and patterned stonework and is characterised by a remarkable
variety of architectural and historical detail of considerable artistic merit. An architectural
drawing, housed at Northampton Museum and Art Gallery, clearly shows the intention to
display in each of the niches between the windows on the upper floor a series of canopied
statues of monarchs and other notable figures with historical links to the town.*' Among
the figures depicted are Saint Michael, the patron saint of corporations, and Edward IV who
defeated the Lancastrians at the Battle of Northampton on 10 July 1460 (Figure 4).** Also
displayed on the tympanum of each ground floor window are scenes of historical events
such as Henry VI granting a Charter of Incorporation to the Borough (1459) and Edward I
choosing the site of the Eleanor Cross, Hardingstone (Figure 5). Running below the ground
floor windows are carved heraldic shields, those on the Godwin building representing crafts
or occupations connected with the town’s industrial history, most notably a shoemaker at
work. There are also carvings of those involved in the building of the Town Hall: a labourer
digging, a carpenter sawing wood and a stonemason dressing stone while on the capitals of
the upper storey window jambs are carved illustrations of some of Aesop’s Fables.*

Figure 4. Facade of the building showing details of the sculptural programme.
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

41 DA4796, Northampton Museum and Art Gallery.

42 Burman, A. ‘Stories in Stone’, Northampton Chronicle & Echo, 13 April 2002; British History Online:
https://www.british-history.ac.uk (accessed 28/9/2022). Detailed descriptions of the statues, historical
tableaux and shields can also be found in Morris, R..J. B. The Borough of Northampton: Its Guildhall and Civic
Tiaditions, Northampton, 2011.

43 Ibid.
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Figure 5.The two sculptured groups depicting Henry VI and Edward 1.
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

In keeping with the Ruskinian ideal, Godwin’s insistence that notable craftsmen be allowed
to participate in the creation of the elaborate sculptural programme and other interior fittings
stirred up hostilities with some of the Council Members who could not understand why
local men were being passed over.** Godwin’s choice for the task was Richard Lockwood
Boulton of Cheltenham (active 1854-1893), a highly competent sculptor who had apparently
studied with Ruskin.*® Some kind of agreement was clearly reached, however, because some
of the sculpture was also carried out by craftsmen from Northampton.*®

Godwin was also clearly influenced in his ambitious sculptural scheme by Ruskin’s claim
that ‘there should not be a single ornament put upon great civic buildings without some
intellectual intention’.*” His aim was to ensure that the carvings would not conflict with
one another, resulting in a ‘confused jumble’.* In reaching a solution, he drew upon
Ruskin’s insistence that ornament should always be designed in relation to the distance
from which it would be seen and that, rather than being seen all at once, a building is usually
seen progressively.* Indeed, the approach to Northampton Town Hall is such that it is not
possible to take in a full view of the building all at once. Other aspects of Ruskinian
influence include the triangular ornamentation on the ground floor facade which appears
to be taken directly from illustrations of the Archivolt on the Duomo of Murano in The

Stones of Venice.>

44 NRO 3915, Northampton Town Council Meeting, 14 August 1863.

45 Oxtord Dictionary of National Biography online (last accessed 25/9/2022).

46 NRO 39I5, Northampton Town Council Meeting, 14 August 1863.

47 Cook, E.T. and Wedderburn, A. The Works of John Ruskin, London, 1903-1912.

48 Ibid.

49 TIbid.

50 Cook and Wedderburn, The Works of John Ruskin; Ruskin, J. The Stones of Venice, Vol 2, 1853.
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Behind the ornate facade the building fits well into the rather restricted site. The interior
is approached via steps which lead from street level to the richly decorated Vestibule and
then to the Grand Doorway, a later addition. The sculptural programme in the Vestibule
deserves special mention. Indeed, the capitals of all the columns there are exquisitely carved
with both figures and foliage, illustrating Ruskin’s view that only certain features of nature,
such as the outlines of leaves, should be carved with fine details and that veining should be
given only the lightest of touches (Figure 6).>! On either side of the steps are pillars with
decorative carvings in their capitals including the figure of ‘Justice’ with her scales and also
the figure of ‘Mercy’ breaking the sword of ‘Justice’. Then at the top of the steps are two
clusters of four pillars, one depicting building trades, the other trades of the town, while
the columns on either side of the doorway have four carvings on each of the capitals
depicting ‘Liberality’, ‘Avarice’, ‘Lasciviousness’ and “Temperance’. The sculptured groups
in the Vestibule comprise tableaux illustrating the Parliaments held at Northampton Castle
by the Plantagenet kings while the arches on each side of the doorway depict two separate
carved groups, the 9" Century Danish invasion of England and the arrival in England of
Princess Alexandra of Denmark in 1863.3

Figure 6. Detail from one of the capitals showing figures and foliage.
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

51 Ibid.
52 A detailed description of the sculptural programme in the Vestibule can be found in Morris, R. J. B. The
Borough of Northampton: Its Guildhall and Civic Traditions, Northampton, 2011.
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The principal internal features of Godwin’s design are the Main Hall and the Courtroom
with the Council Chamber and Committee Rooms on the first floor at the front and a
basement for cells, sheep pens and fire engines. Planning the internal arrangements
necessitated overcoming various problems, not least the often conflicting requirements as
regards order of status from the Main Hall and Mayoral Apartments to the Keeper’s flat.
However, the greatest difficulty was in allowing for easy circulation around the building,
the solution being a corridor on two levels running from side to side of the building.>

Like most Gothic revival architects, Godwin insisted on designing all the internal detail
himself, appointing Green & King of London for the painted decoration.® Unfortunately,
no detailed contemporary descriptions survive of Godwin’s elaborate decorative scheme
although some of the pencil additions to his drawings and designs in his notebooks suggest
a High Victorian scheme, providing potential evidence of his intentions. >

The most impressive room in Godwin’s building is the Main Hall on the right of the main
corridor. Its spectacular interior, basically as designed by Godwin, includes blind arcading
with columns of cast iron and capitals featuring elaborate foliage. A small winding staircase
on the left of the corridor leads to the Godwin Room in the centre of the building,
formerly in use as the Council Chamber.>®

Although the integrity of Godwin’s interiors has been eroded, the decoration obliterated
and ceilings inserted in some rooms, one of the most important of the remaining features
is the four stained glass windows on the small vaulted staircase to the left of the main
corridor; these depict scenes from Tennyson’s Idylls of the King and were made by Lavers
and Barraud in 1863 (Figure 7).>” Despite later refurbishment the entire Godwin building
is one of the most complete of the period to survive in its original setting.

The new Town Hall was completed in May 1864. At a lavish opening ceremony on 17 May
1864 Godwin surrendered the keys of the new building to the Mayor, Mr Mark Dorman.>®
Despite all the controversy, Godwin’s Town Hall was a success, the Northampton Mercury
describing the building as ‘a thing of beauty, and a joy for ever’.> In 1892 the same
newspaper would add that ‘it compares for beauty and delicacy of ornament, not only with
the handsomest public buildings in England, but with the architectural beauties of the
Continent’.®” Godwin was a deserving winner of the competition, one which established
his reputation and enabled him to transfer his business to offices in London.®" However, it
is unfortunate that the Ruskin Library is unable to trace letters from John Ruskin, apparently

praising the architect on his remarkable achievement.®

53 V&A E585 and V&A E586, Floor plans;V&A E590, Design for doorways in corridors.
54 Godwin’s notebooks housed at the V&A.

55 V&A E598, Design for tiled floors; V&A E589, Sectional drawings.

56 The Council Chamber was later re-located to Holding’s extension.

57 Godwin’s notebooks housed at the V&A.

58 ‘Grand opening of the New Town Hall’, Northampton Mercury, 21 May 1864.

59 ‘Northampton Town Hall’, Northampton Mercury, 7 May 1864.

60 ‘Northampton Town Hall’, Northampton Mercury, 15 January 1892.

61 Oxford Dictionary of National Biography online (accessed 12 September 2022).

62 Ruskin Library: www.lancaster.ac.uk/users/ruskinlib/ (accessed 27 July 2022).
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Figure 7. Stained glass windows on small vaulted staircase.
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

The 1889-92 Extension

Nearly twenty-five years after the completion of Godwin’s Town Hall, the Town Council
came to the conclusion that the building had become inadequate for the requirements of
the rapidly growing borough and for the amount of work ‘thrown by Parliament on town
corporations’.®”> Northampton had grown rapidly since the 1860s both in size and
importance especially as regards manufacturing industry, in no small part due to the highly
successful Leather Trades Exhibition of 1873.%* It was also considered more expedient for
all of the various council departments to be under one roof. The story of the first extension
to the Town Hall, although not embroiled in controversy to the same degree as the Godwin
building, still had its share of disagreements. Compromise was key to the eventual outcome.

63 NRO 39H2,Town Council Meeting, Town Hall Committee Report, 15 July 1887.
64 ‘Leather Trades Exhibition’, Northampton Mercury, 20 September 1873.
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Whether in anticipation or not of future developments, during the five years leading up to
1887 the Corporation had purchased several properties on the west side of the Town Hall
including a row of cottages and other property in Dychurch Lane abutting the eastern side
of the Town Hall and in St Giles’ Street.®> This would eventually prove critical for the future
development of the Town Hall.

Things moved very quickly from then onwards. As with the existing Town Hall, it was
decided that a competition would be announced calling for potential designs to be
submitted.®® On 10 September 1887 an advertisement to this effect was placed in the local
newspapers, entrants being confined to architects and surveyors currently practising in
Northampton or having been born or brought up in the town.*

The ‘Instructions to Architects’ were quite specific, requiring that the plans should be
submitted using pseudonyms before 1 November 1887 and that they should provide:

1.A new or enlarged Council Chamber with adjoining Mayor’s Parlour
2. Offices tor the Town Clerk, the Water Department and the Rate Clerk
3. Committee Rooms

4. Improvement of the Sessions Court and Jury Room

5. Improved accommodation in the Main Hall

6. A police station and improved accommodation for fire engines

Furthermore, it was stipulated that preference would be given to plans which provided
accommodation on the ground floor for offices to be used by the general public.®® The
main challenge seems to have been to enlarge the building without diminishing the impact
of Godwin’s acclaimed design.®’

Nine plans were submitted, the judging being undertaken by none other than the eminent
London architect Charles Barry. He was responsible for compiling a short-list of three
potential designs:‘Civic’, Victurus’ and ‘St Crispin’.”" However, the final decision was made
in difficult circumstances at a Special Meeting of the Town Council on 19 December 1887
amid strict security.”! This was partly because one entrant had apparently ‘flooded’ the town
with photographs of his design. However, there appears to be no record of him having
been eliminated from the competition for this breach of the rules.

After spending two days in Northampton examining the designs, Barry stated his preference
for the ground plan of ‘Civic’, the design submitted by Edmund Law of Northampton.
However, Barry’s overall preference was for ‘Victurus’, the design submitted by the
Northampton-based architect, Matthew Holding. This was because Barry favoured the
building which externally followed the lines of the existing building and allowed floor levels
to be continued through the extension. This was in contrast to a number of other plans
which showed three floors alongside the existing two storey building and which would
have created difficulties with stairways. Another problem was considered by Barry to be
the lopsided effect that would inevitably have resulted from the clock tower dominating
the east end of the existing building. To the Council’s horror, Barry suggested that the

65 NRO 39H2, Town Council Meeting, Town Hall Committee Report, 5 September 1887.
66 Ibid.

67 ‘Advertisement’, Northampton Mercury, 10 September 1887.

68 NRO 39H2, Town Council Meeting, Town Hall Committee Report, 5 September 1887.
69 ‘Glory of the Guildhall’, Northampton Chronicle & Echo, 26 November 1992.

70 NRO 39H2, Town Council Meeting, Town Hall Committee Report, 9 November 1887.
71 NRO 39H2, Special Meeting of the Town Council, 19 December 1887.
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tower should be removed to increase symmetry. Not surprisingly, the Council Members
could barely contain their anger and Barry’s advice was ridiculed. However, they did agree
that the facade of ‘ Victurus’ was far superior to the other designs although, technically, the
architect broke one of the key rules of the competition by submitting an alternative plan.”

Following a lengthy debate, a compromise was eventually reached. Unusually, it was decided
that two of the competitors, Matthew Holding and Albert Jeftery, should be asked to
produce a joint scheme that preserved Holding’s much admired elevation. Both architects
agreed to work together to produce joint drawings and specifications, a somewhat
formidable task since the architects had submitted quite difterent schemes. However, the
revised plans were a skilful compromise with Jeftery being responsible for the internal
arrangements and Holding responsible for the fagade. Indeed, the fagade was considered
to be ‘the work of a genius’ not least because of the incorporation of a gable midway along
the west front to balance the clock tower.”? This was a key feature which Barry appears to
have overlooked. It is clear that the Council members felt that this impaired his
judgement.”* At this point it must have looked as if history was repeating itself.

As far as the two architects were concerned, Matthew Holding was a local architect who
had been articled to a pupil of Sir Gilbert Scott and had worked on a number of projects
in Northampton, most notably the row of elegant red-brick houses in St Giles’ Street built
in 1883.7 He would later design the Abington Park Hotel (1898) and Christchurch
(1906).7° Albert Jeffery was the son of the Town Clerk of Northampton and a distinguished
architect and exponent of early Gothic architecture who had set up practice in Hastings.
Influenced by Godwin, he had been responsible for the design of Winchester Guildhall in
1871 which, in turn, clearly influenced Holding’s fagade for the extension to Northampton
Town Hall.”7 A drawing of the facade was discovered at the Northamptonshire Record
Office but no trace of any plans can be found.”

Seventeen tenders were received from builders nationwide.”” However, difficulties arose at
a Special Council Meeting on 10 January 1889 when a concerted effort was made by some
of the Council members to award the contract to a Northampton builder, Mr Wingrove.
Whether or not he had connections with any of the Council members is not known.
However, by majority decision the Council decided to accept the lowest tender (£21,353)
and the contract was awarded to Mr Henry Willcock of Wolverhampton.®

Work on the new extension began in January 1889 and proceeded apace.®’ Holding had
extended the existing building by seven further arcaded openings on the ground floor, six
comprising the windows together with an open arched entrance in the centre.
These are in the same style and materials as Godwin’s building but Holding gave the new
elevation increased vertical emphasis by introducing a striking gabled element to
complement Godwin’s prominent clock tower (Figure 8). The apex of the front gable was

72 NRO 39H2, Special Meeting of the Town Council, 19 December 1887. Barry’s Report is transcribed in
the Minute Book.
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reached by April 1890 and the highest point of the building nine months later.*> Holding’s
design included four smaller windows on the first storey under the new gable in two arched
pairs and another set of four windows which grace the gable itself. The gable is flanked by
circular turrets with lofty spires and crocketed terminals and is crowned with the Borough
Arms beneath a statue of Saint Michael. The sculptural programme on the facade of
Godwin’s building extends along that of Holding’s extension. The sculptural groups on the
tympana above the ground floor windows include one depicting the Great Fire of
Northampton 1675 (Figure 9) and another the Trial of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of
Canterbury, at Northampton Castle in 1164. The lead-work spire adds significantly to the
appearance of the building and ‘rounds it off as an artistic composition’.*> The last of the
sculptured statues was put in place by Councillor Shoesmith on 14 July 1891.5

Figure 8. Northampton Town Hall showing the gable designed by Holding.
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

82 Ibid.
83 Ibid.
84 Ibid.
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Figure 9. Sculpture depicting the Great Fire of Northampton, 1675
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

Although in the interior utilitarian needs were kept to the fore with the chief municipal
offices being located in the new building and the public offices in the old part of the
building, the artistic treatment of detail was everywhere apparent.*> However, significant
remodelling of the Godwin building appears to have been a key aspect of the project, most
notably the Main Hall which benefitted from the platform being moved to the opposite
end and a new recessed gallery being constructed. The decorative scheme was based entirely
on the original although much less of the brickwork was coloured. The Sessions Court
was also altered and enlarged with the Bench being re-sited to the west side and new
galleries being provided, as well as a new entrance from Dychurch Lane.

The new extension was completed at the end of 1891. At the opening ceremony on 15
January 1892 the Mayor of Northampton, Mr Edwin Bridgewater, was full of praise for the
new building.®® It was initially considered that it would be next to impossible to make a
harmonious whole with the host building ‘so strikingly complete, and peculiar was the
design of Mr Godwin ..."." However, the consensus of opinion was rather that the new
extension dovetailed so well with the older building that an observer would have had to
work hard to believe it was not the design of one master, of one set of workmen and of
one short period.*® (Figure 10).

85 Ibid.
86 Ibid.
87 Ibid.
88 Ibid.
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Figure 10. Northampton Town Hall showing how Holding’s new extension
dovetails with Godwin’s building.
(Photograph by Bob Fielding)

Godwin’s Town Hall was of such unique design that to match it had seemed an impossibility
and to add to it a difficulty from which most architects would have shrunk. Indeed, to
achieve such a high degree of harmony clearly presented a formidable challenge for both
architects. Holding and Jeffery, however, rose above the potential difficulties that might have
resulted from the compromise they accepted and showed how the seemingly impossible
could be accomplished such that the ‘the beauty of the old obtains fresh grace and symmetry
by the addition of the new’.*” Undoubtedly, Godwin’s building was Ruskinian Gothic at
its best, but it was the skill of local architect, Matthew Holding, that makes the extension a

work of ‘pure genius’.”

89 Ibid.
90 Ibid.



81

Reviews

BLATHERWYCKE — THE HISTORY OF A VORTHAMPTONSHIRE
VILLAGE
by Hilary Clare
(Country Books in association with Spiral Publishing Ltd.
xvi + 417 pp
ISBN-13-978-1-910489-84-0) £40

This is a lot of history for a very small village, its population not much bigger now than it
was when recorded in the Domesday Book. It is a large and handsome book, beautifully
illustrated throughout, and contains the fruit of many years of expert ferreting around in
many different sorts of archives and records.

The brief foreword sets the scene, placing Blatherwycke in its setting in Rockingham Forest
and in the various jurisdictions that governed it. The village lies by the Willow Brook, a
tributary of the Nene, but with the Welland valley, the boundary of the county, very close.

Chapters 1 and 2 take us through early beginnings and the Domesday Book entry, and then
the next eleven chapters are all ‘manorial’, each one focussed on a different family, their
provenance, what they owned and what they did with it, who inherited and so on in great
detail. Before the big house was demolished in 1948 Blatherwycke was very much a
‘closed’, estate village, with the estate providing most of the housing and employment for
the villagers.

There is a chapter about Fineshade Priory, just to the north, which was founded by one of
Blatherwyke’s manorial lords: this is not really apposite to the history of the village and it
feels as if it has been included because the author found the cartulary and some interesting
documents and did not want to waste them.

The following chapters are all about the big house: the first is largely speculative about the
Tudor manor house which was replaced in the 1720s, but good use has been made of a
couple of late 17™ century inventories to piece together what rooms that house might have
contained. There is more information about the building of the new house, and its
architect, Thomas Ripley, as there are accounts for the building. Then there were alterations
in 1811 with contemporaneous descriptions, and photographs taken before the house was
demolished. Efforts were made by conservationists to preserve it, but in the mid- twentieth
century no-one could find a viable use for it (like many other big houses at the time), and
its demolition was inevitable. The author has documented the arguments between the
various parties, including the planners, which is an interesting saga.

There is a chapter about the park, lake, bridges, river crossings and mills, with information
collated from wildly different sources and documents to give the story of the millers and
their families.

Five chapters take us from the medieval church - or rather, churches, as there had been two
churches and two parishes until 1448 when they were united, up to the church in the 20
century. The author attempts to explain how such a small place could have had two
churches; she is on safer ground explaining why Holy Trinity was the one to survive, being
the one with the patronage of the lord. She makes good use of glebe terriers, and there
were some fascinating arguments between one of the 19% century rectors and the bishop
on matters of doctrine, recorded in the bishop’s visitations and his correspondence.
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There is a brief mention of the few village charities, and a short description of the open
fields, but more information about farming after a chapter on village inhabitants, giving
lists of names from taxation lists and rentals. The author has used wills and inventories to
flesh out what farmers were actually doing (sheep mainly), and has used inventories from
the 17" century to reveal how the inhabitants were using their houses.

Enclosure is a big story in Northamptonshire, and although some areas had already been
enclosed by the late 17% century, by the 1720s all the land was in the hands of the squire
and the rector, so they were able to make an agreement between themselves to enclose all
the remaining open fields without recourse to Parliament. The author points out the
anomaly in the glebe terriers in that the churchwardens went on describing the glebe land
as though it was still in strips for years afterwards — just because it had always been described
that way.

Chapter 29 uses militia lists and rentals from the 18" century to give lists of names and
discuss population mobility, and then the census provides meatier information for the 19
century village population. The last few chapters give a picture of the more recent past:
housing in the last two centuries, social activities, Blatherwycke school, World War One,
World War Two and the final short chapter describes the village in the 1950s.

But the book does not end there. Pages 259 — 409 are appendices: lists of clergy; descents
of lordly families; family trees of village families; poll tax lists; estate accounts from the late
17% century; rentals and militia lists; a few early wills and inventories; field names, and much,
much more. Hilary Clare has researched and synthesized much for her readers, but there
may be more of interest in amongst the transcribed records she has provided.

There is much to recommend in this book: it contains an enormous amount of information
and reveals a variety of sources that other historians can tap into. It is then surprising and
disappointing that it lacks a full bibliography and a list of all its primary sources, though it
is very well foot-noted.

Deborah Hayter

ROCKINGHAM — THE VILLAGE UNDER THE CASTLE
by Ann Redshaw
(Matador, an imprint of Troubadour Publishing Ltd)
xxvi +190 pp
ISBN 9781803134 932
(Copies available from the author, rockinghamhistory@mail.com.)

There is a lot of good stuff in this book, and many local historians who have had to scratch
around to find their own meagre primary sources will be green with envy of Ann Redshaw,
who had the archives of Rockingham Castle to work with. Rockingham is a small village
right on the edge of Northamptonshire, on the hill overlooking the Welland valley and the
Rutland/Leicestershire border. The village is dominated by the castle, built in the Norman
period (celebrating its 950" anniversary) and owned and inhabited by the same family, who
still own most of the village. As James Saunders Watson points out in a brief introduction,
at many historic houses, especially those open to the public, the associated history tends to
be all about the big house itself and the family or families that lived there. This book is an
antidote to that perspective, being focussed on the lives of those who lived in the village,
rather than in the castle.
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The subtitle of the book states that it is ‘A social history of a closed Northamptonshire
village’, but Ann Redshaw does not reveal or discuss what a ‘closed’ village is, or what an
‘unclosed’ or ‘open’ village might be like in contrast, or whether it was a good or a bad
thing to be ‘closed’. It is a model which has been much argued over by historians and is
not, I suspect, in general parlance among non-specialists. (To be fair there is a glossary at
the back which defines the term, but I had read the whole book before finding it). To call
it an ‘estate village’, however, which it obviously is, would have made immediate sense to
all readers.

The first section, ‘Growth and Prosperity’ meets the usual problems in trying to ascertain
the population of the village at any time before the census, though good use is made of the
Castle’s rent rolls in the 17% century. The census reveals that the village population grew
in the 19" century to a maximum in 1831/1841, then declined up to 1901 (but the author
could have pointed out that this was a very common pattern in rural areas, with a population
explosion in villages in the first half of the 19" century and decline in the second half).
There is a brief but interesting discussion about poverty: it is always difficult to judge how
poor the poor were.

‘Earning a Living’ is a long section (57 pages) with much of interest. It is surprising to
discover that Rockingham once had a market (the shape of the main street is a clue), which
staggered on until the end of the 18" century, and there were also (as in many villages) a
number of shops and pubs. Agriculture was naturally the main occupation and as was the
case all over the county, farming was in ‘open field’. This section betrays a lack of
understanding of the basics of this agricultural system, or perhaps an assumption that
everyone would know how it worked? The author mentions ‘grazing rights on the
common’, but doesn’t say where this was. The historical atlas of Rockingham Forest has
two reconstructed maps, one of ¢.1300 and one of ¢.1700, both of which show a large area
on the high ground to the south-east of the castle called ‘Rockinghamshire’.! This was
within the bounds of the Royal Forest of Rockingham but was presumably the common
grazing for the inhabitants of Rockingham. The 19" century map shows this area having
been divided up into fields post enclosure.

Redshaw quotes extensively from the field orders, or ‘court orders’, recorded in the manor
court when the tenants gathered to make their decisions about the communal management
of the open fields, and she uses these to suggest that there was a constant problem of over-
grazing. But it is equally arguable that the recurrence of these orders is significant of good
management and care being taken over the maintenance of the pasture that they all relied
on.

The author makes excellent use of a number of inventories to give information about
farming specialities: this was not subsistence farming but production for the market and
regional specialisms were growing throughout the 17% century. We are then taken through
to the agricultural depression in the 1880s and emigration to the New World.

The section on ‘Skilled Trades’ shows how much other employment there was: the textile
industry was an important one in Northamptonshire, with Kettering an important local
centre, until weaving became factory-based in the later 18" century. There was lace-making
and shoemaking, and the milling of corn (with good 17*-century documentation from the

1 Rockingham Forest An Atlas of the medieval and early-modern landscape; eds Glenn Foard, David Hall & Tracey
Partida, Northants Record Society,Vol XLIV (2009).
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estate papers). And there were the usual blacksmiths and carpenters, some based on the
estate, and salaried staff at the Castle, with some interesting information about the park-
keepers’ duties and gardening into the 20 century.

Section 3, ‘Houses and Homes’ is the best of the book. It starts with a short description of
the medieval houses, and then goes on to describe the ‘Great Rebuilding’ with many
excellent photographs of buildings as they stand now, some older photographs showing
them in the early 20™ century, some inventories securely placed in the relevant houses, and
plans drawn for an estate survey in 1954. Good use is also made of sections of an estate
map of 1615, drawn as they often were at this period, with tiny pictures of the houses. With
all these resources, Anne Redman is able to give a description of each house with its history
and development, and she also describes the destruction wrought by the three-year
occupation of Rockingham Castle during the Civil War. In the 19" century the then
owners nurtured aspirations for a model village, did some rebuilding, opened a school in
1844 and achieved a few new tied cottages. By the 20" century many of the houses were
in poor condition with no indoor sanitation: the estate owners sold land and houses in
other parishes to raise money to renovate Rockingham, and unusually for an estate village,
six council houses were built between 1949 — 1951.

Section 4 is entitled ‘Services’, and includes the arrival of gas and electricity, septic tanks,
mains water and sewerage. Transport is an important topic, with good information about
the local turnpike roads, and then the arrival of trains at Rockingham Station which meant
that villagers could access job opportunities further away. Rockingham had its own school
until its closure after World War Two; though it had declined in the late 18" century —
possibly due to the gentry resisting education for the working classes?

The last section ‘Community Life in the 19 and 20™ centuries’is quite short, and whistles
through the array of community and sporting activities available during this period: the
school as community centre with evening entertainments; harvest festivals and society events
at the Castle; the annual fair; tenants’ dinners; the R eading Room and Library; hunting and
village cricket; the activities of the church. The book ends with some residents’ views as
given to the BBC in 1937.

This book is beautifully presented with a wealth of good illustrations throughout, and for
those of us who enjoy maps, the series of estate maps are given together at the beginning,
starting with that of 1615, and a magnified detail from it showing the village itself, then the
1806 map, one of 1856 and finishing with the ‘Improvement Plan’ of 1954. The author
had a treasure trove of sources to work from, and she has been generous in sharing the
riches she found.

Deborah Hayter



OBITUARY

Jacqueline Minchinton (nee Berry)
9th October 1947 — 24th January 2023

Jacqui was born in Kingston, Surrey a few years ahead of her younger brother Anthony.
Her parents moved to Ewell and Jacqui attended Surbiton High School for her later
academic years.

Leaving home, she went to the University of Wales in Bangor and obtained a BA in History
as well as a Diploma in Archive Administration. Her first foray outside academia was to the
archives of East Sussex Council in Lewes. Early in the 1970s she moved to Northampton-
shire, where she spent the rest of her working life. Initially, she worked in the Record Office
in Delapre as an Assistant Archivist.

Shortly after this she met her husband Peter; they married in October 1974 and set up
home in Blisworth, on the banks, literally, of the Grand Union Canal. They were there for
10 years and as well as working for the records office Jacqui ran local history and genealogy
classes across the County. It was during a course in Wellingborough that Peter found a house
to visit. They both liked it and moved into Finedon in January 1985. Sons Edward, 1986
and Simon, 1989 followed and Jacqui left the record office on maternity leave. When the
boys were old enough to go to school, at Great Houghton Prep, Jacqui returned to work
at the Northampton Museum looking after the archives there. This was a perfect job as she
could drop the boys at GHPS, and later Wellingborough School, on the way to work and
pick them up on her return.

Jacqui stayed at the Museum until her retirement in 2007. In addition to her work at the
Museum Jacqui worked with the Northants Record Society and other history societies.

Although not Northants ‘born and bred’ Jacqui quickly embedded herself into the life of
Finedon and the County. Following her history classes in both Finedon and Irthlingborough
this resulted in the establishment of thriving history societies in both towns. She was founder
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member and first Chairman of the Finedon Local History Society, and following her
retirement as Chairman, she was elected as President, remaining in that role until her death.

Jacqui was an active member of St Mary’s choir and the PCC serving as Synod representative
for some years. She was also a member of the Mother’s Union, Townswomens Guild and
Finedon over 60% club.

Although in declining health for the last two years of her life, she was delighted that Simon
and his wife Sarah. presented Jacqui and Peter with a grandson Benjamin Peter (Benji) and
she was able to meet and hold him before passing peacefully at home with her husband,
sons, brother and their wives at her bedside.

Peter Minchinton
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