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NOTES AND NEWS 

Now that Britain, once 'the workshop of the world', has achieved a place in the European 
league table of industrial powers below that of Italy (though still ahead of Greece and 
Turkey) it turns sanguinely to tourism to compensate for industrial decline. These days a key 
component in tourism is history, or 'heritage', to give it its current name. Those who are 
paid to think heritage think 'centenaries', so the big heritage idea for 1986 was 1086, the nine 
hundredth anniversary of Domesday Book, that most impressive of all English centenaries. 
Compared to certain other counties, Northamptonshire took Domesday rather coolly, I 
thought. What the Great Survey really says and means remains abstruse after nine centuries, 
though no-one doubts its magnitude in the scale of things nationally. Let it be recorded that 
our Society did its bit. Our autumn lecture (on 25 October 1986) was 'The Making and 
Nature ofDomesday Book', given by that doyen of medieval studies, Professor Henry Loyn 
of W estfield College, London. His services had been much in demand, and considering how 
many times he had spoken on this theme his lecture came over with wit, urbanity and the 
kind of scholarship which rises only from a deep, long-term familiarity with his subject. 

1987 marks the retirement of Patrick King as county archivist. After war service and 
Oxford, he came to Northamptonshire in 1948 as assistant secretary to the Record Society, 
which was then the custodian of archive material collected largely through the efforts of Miss 
Joan Wake. At the time this was housed at Lamport Hall. When the County Council took 
over the archives in 1952 (eventually moving them to Delapre Abbey) Mr King was 
appointed County Archivist. His connection with our local records thus goes back almost 
forty years. The service which now exists owes a very great deal to him (and colleagues who 
have worked with him): it bears their stamp. 

In the second of our lectures (2 May 1987) Mr King reflected on his life's work. His title 
was 'The Experiences of an Apprentice Archivist' and he chose to concentrate on the 
Lam port years. He took us back to an era only those of us who are fifty or so will remember 
at first hand: the years of 'post-war austerity', when food, fuel and paper were periodically 
subject to 'shortages' unthinkable today. With some humour he reflected on the way 
accident and luck combined to lead him to the calling of archivist: a naive boyhood 'rag and 
bone man' interest, oddly prophetic of his future career; being a crypt analyst in the war; 
learning to read old handwriting in the tower of an Oxford church when an undergraduate; 
and how he happened on our cou.nty simply because his wife was appointed to a teaching 
post in Northamptonshire. 
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His days at Lam port, where they had a flat, began in the lovely summer of 1948, which 
followed the appalling winter of 1947 . . He was not appointed as archivist, and indeed never 
trained as one: he began as Miss Wake's assistant secretary, and he related a number of 
anecdotes concerning that lady, and the state of the house after Italian prisoners had been 
billeted there in the war (see Simon Fenwick's article below). He recounted the story of how 
the first issue of this journal was produced and distributed. Much of this was sheer donkey 
work, but Miss Wake knew well what she was about and laid the foundations of this Society, 
its journal and the county archives service very solidly, and he was part of it. 

The number of students who visited Lamport in 1949 was 266, the first being Sir Anthony 
Wagner. Last year something like 6700 visited Delapre. The work of an archivist is now less 
personal, more hectic and more professionalised than ever before, and the requirement to 
attend to the needs of such numbers of searchers holds back other work. This writer would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Mr King for many kindnesses over the years, and for 
suffering uninformed questions tolerantly. To users of the record office, his retirement will 
be a loss, since his knowledge, derived from the personal acquisition and cataloguing of 
much of the material, is unrivalled. Not only that, as one former colleague told me, Patrick 
King in his opinion is the best 'document man' in the business. We wish him and Mrs King a 
happy retirement. R.L.G. 
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thirty years chairman of William Timpson Ltd., shoe manufacturers and retailers. (Back) A 
1905 Hunter 'Forecar', photographed in front of Rouse's, cycle makers, in Kettering. 



A CHARTER OF KING EDGAR FOR BRAFIELD ON THE GREEN 
CYRILHART 

Authentic_pre-Conquest royal diplomas for Northamptonshire es tates are exceedingly rare. 
In 1975 I was able to list only seven of them, ranging in date from 944 to 1023. 1 Recently 
another has come to my notice, by which King Edgar (959 X 975) granted an estate cet 
Bragenfelda to his comes Beorhtnoth. 2 The charter is dated 967 and the recipient was 
undoubtedly Byrhtnoth, ealdorman of Essex from 956 until his death in 991 in a battle with 
the Danes near Maldon in Essex. 

The surviving text of this charter comes from a transcript on folio 73 of British Library 
MS Cotton Claudius B vi, a cartulary of Abingdon Abbey in Berkshire dated to the late 
thirteenth century. 3 Unfortunately the transcript preserves neither the hidage assessment nor 
the bounds of the estate, although the rest of the text appears to be intact. Not surprisingly 
therefore, the land conveyed by the charter has been located at a wide variety of places by 
various editors and commentators. The earliest suggestions, made by the Lysons in 1816, 
placed it variously at Bradfield, Berkshire, and Cold Brayfield near Olney in 
Buckinghamshire. 4 Kemble, in his editio princeps of the charter dated 1848, offered Braintfield 
near Hertford. 5 Neither Stevenson6 nor Birch7

, the next two editors, had anything further to 
suggest concerning its location. In 1925 the late Sir Frank Stenton opted for Cold Brayfield, 
but drawing attention for the first time to the fact that Brafield on the Green near 
Northampton had a similar derivation, he concluded that the name Bragenfelda in the charter 
may originally have been applied to a large area. 8 Professor P. Sawyer accepted Stenton's 
identification unreservedly. 9 Dr. Margaret Gelling however was notably more cautious; 
while listing our charter tentatively under Buckinghamshire, she noted that it 'seems to refer 
to a specific settlement called cet Bragenfelda, but in the absence of bounds and of a hidage 
there is no way of judging whether the Bucks. place is the likeliest one' .10 I hope to show 
below that the issue can be settled using other criteria. 

Cold Brayfield and Brafield on the Green are located 71fz miles from each other along the 
ancient road from Bedford to Northampton; in between lie the remnants of Yardley Chase, 
once a large expanse of open country. That there is some connection between the two 
place-names appears very likely, since they are the only two examples of this compound that 
are known. It should be noted however that whereas the Northamptonshire settlement 
occurs in Domesday Book (Bragefelde twice, Brachefeld, Brachesfeld), Cold Brayfield is not 
encountered until a century later, in the Pipe Roll of 1185 (Bragefeld). Since Cold Brayfield 
(160ft) lies in the valley of the River Ouse, and Brafield on the Green (350ft) is overlooked 
by land to the south, I do not find it easy to accept the derivation of Stenton (followed by 

1 C. R. Hart, The Early Charters of Northern England and the North Midlands, Leicester, 1975, t no. 2 (S 495) for 
Badby, Dodford and Everdon, dated 944; no. 3 (S 520) for Warkton, dated 946; t no. 4 (S 623) for Braunston, dated 
956; no. 5 (S 592) for Kettering, dated 956; no. 6 (S 61 5) for Stowe Nine Churches, dated 956; no . 15 (S 931) for 
Twywell, dated 1013; t no. 19 (S 977) for N ewnham, dated 1021-1023. Those surviving as contemporary or 
near-contemporary membranes are distinguished by t. The numbers prefixed by 'S' are those assigned by P. H . 
Sawyer in his hand-list entitled Anglo-Saxon Charters, R. Hist. Soc, London, 1968. 

2 s 750. 
3 G. R. C. Davis, Medieval Cartularies of Great Britain, London, 1958, no . 3 (p .2). 
4 D . and S. Lysons, Magna Britannia, London, 1816, pp.245, 519. 
5 J. M. Kemble, Codex Diplomaticus A3vi Saxonici , London, 6, 1848, no. 1260 (p .262). 
6 J. Stevenson, Chronicon Monasterii de Abingdon, London, Rolls Series 2, 1858; I, pp .300-1; II , p.518. 
7 W. de Gray Birch, Cartularium Saxonicum, London, 3, 1893, no. 1209 (p.487). 
8 A. Mawer and F. M. Stenton, The Place-Names of Buckinghamshire, Cambridge, 1925, p.4. 
9 Sawyer, Anglo Saxon Charters, p.241. 
10 M . Gelling, The Early Charters of the Thames Valley , Leicester, 1979, no . 151 (p .75) . 
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Ekwall11 and Smith12
) of the first element of the name from OE brcegen, 'brain, crown of the 

head', applied topographically to 'a hill'. Nor can the whole area between the two 
settlements be described satisfactorily as a hill, or even a plateau; the land lies on a gentle 
slope, and the watershed is well to the south of the Northampton-Bedford road. It may be 
therefore that Cold Brayfield was a secondary settlement from Brafield on the Green, and 
that its name is manorial rather than topographical in origin. 

Turning for a moment to the second element of Bragenfelda, it is likely that feld here was 
used in its primary sense of' open country'. Brafield on the Green lies near to Y ardley Chase, 
and ME chase was likewise applied to tracts of open ground, suitable for hunting; in Enfield 
Chase (Middlesex) and ·Hatfield Chase (Yorkshire) we have these two elements combined. I 
think therefore that the first element of Bragenfelda in our charter probably derives from OE 
brcec, 'brushwood', or *brcecen, 'bracken, fern' (ON *brakni), an element found elsewhere 
within the Danelaw (e.g. Brackenf1eld, Derbyshire). We have noted already the Domesday 
forms Brachefeld, Brachesfeld for Brafield on the Green. The significance of this suggested 
derivation for the exegesis of our charter will be apparent shortly. · 

If we were to discover how Ealdorman Byrhtnoth disposed of his properties, we might 
perhaps be able to locate the Bragenfelda of King Edward's charter. Recently I have made a 
study of Ealdorman Byrhtnoth's estates, which has appeared elsewhere. 13 Unfortunately I 
have found no record of any property owned by him named Bragenfelda, other than the 
charter now under review. However, the foundation charter of Ramsey Abbey in 
Huntingdonshire claims that Ealdorman Byrhtnoth left the abbey estates at !sham and 
Hwiccingtune alias Wichentonam. 14 Although this charter is a post-Conquest forgery by 
Osbert de Clare, the accuracy of its account of the abbey's endowment is confirmed from 
other sources; it appears to have been compiled from a list of benefactors, since lost. 15 

Byrhtnoth's grant is confirmed by a story in the twelfth-century Ramsey chronicle, which 
draws on charters and other documents then in the abbey's possession, but (like the 
benefactors' list) also now lost. 16 Clearly its writer has misinterpreted some of his sources, 
but there is independent confirmation of some of his statements from the archives of the 
neighbouring abbey of Ely in Cambridgeshire. 17 The Ramsey account claims that 
Byrhtnoth, leading his army against the Danes (presumably en route for Maldon), sought 
unsuccessfully food and hospitality from Abbot Wulfsige of Ramsey. Angered by the 
abbot's refusal, Byrhtnoth moved on to -Ely where his reception was very different and his 
troops were fully provisioned. He therefore transferred his gift of !sham and Wichentonam 
from Ramsey to Ely. The story goes on to say that Byrhtnoth, dying on the battlefield, 
repented of his decision and gave to Ramsey one hide at Dodintonam. 

Putting to one side the anachronisms and misinterpretations of the Ramsey account, let us 
concentrate on the place-names . !sham can hardly be other than the Northamptonshire 
settlement which still keeps the same name to this day; it means ham on the River Ise, and no 
other olace of this name is known. Wichentonam alias Hwiccirtgtun is to be identified with 
Whist~n in Northamptonshire, the Domesday forms being Wicentone, Wicetone; Hwichentone 

~ 

11 E. Ekwall, The Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names, O xford, 3rd edn., 1946, p.56. 
12 A. H . Smith, En~lish Place-Name Elements, Cambridge, 1, 1956, p.46. 
13 C. R. Hart, 'The ealdordom of Essex', in An Essex Tribute: essays presented to Frederick G. Emmison, ed. 

Kenneth Neale. Leopard's Head Press, London. 1987, pp. 57-81 , Festschrift to F. E. Emmison, 1987. 
14 s 974. 
15 P. Chaplais, 'The original charters of Herbert and Gervase Abbots of Westminster (1121-1157) , A Medieval 

Miscellany for Doris May Stenton, ed. Patricia M. Barnes and C. F. Slade, Pipe Roll Society, N ew Series 36, 1962 for 
1960, pp. 89-110, esp. pp. 92-5. 

16 W. D . Macray, Chronicon Abbatiae Rameseiensis, Rolls Series 83, London, 1886, pp. 116-7. 
17 E. 0 . Blake (ed.), Liber Eliensis, Royal Historical Society, Camden Third Series, 92, London, 1962, p.422. 
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Domesday Holding Domesday Domesday 
tenant-in-chief Hidage Ploughlands 

William Peverel Great Houghton 1h+ 1/zv+2car* 4p 
.Countess Judith Great Houghton 1v 3Vzh - 9p 
Countess Judith Great Houghton 2h Sp 
Ramsey Abbey Whiston and Denton 3h 3 1fzh ~p Countess Judith Den ton Vzh 9p Countess Judith Den ton lh ~p Countess ;udith Whiston 1v 13/4h Bishop o Bayeux Little Houghton 11/zv 4p 4p+?} Countess Judith Little Houghton 1fzv 31/zh ? 
Countess Judith Brafield on the Green 1v 1/zp 81/zp 
Countess ;udith Brafield on the Green 3v 13f4h 2p 41/zp +? 
Bishop o Bayeux Brafield on the Green 3v 2p 

h =hide v = virgate 1h = 4v p = ploughland 

*this is the only reference to carucates in the Northamptonshire Domesday; apparently, 4 carucates = 1 virgate 

DOMESDAY ASSESSMENTS OF BRAFIELD AND ADJACENT MANORS 

in an episcopal register of 1228 is still closer to the Ramsey spellings. Dodintonam, the third 
estate mentioned in the Ramsey story, is surely Denton (Domesday Dodintone), which lies 
two miles to the south of Whiston. 

Turning now to a more detailed examination of these estates in Domesday Book, we find 
there that Ramsey's !sham holding had been usurped by Eustace, the sheriff of 
Huntingdonshire (DB f.228a). With Denton and Whiston however the story is very 
different, for Ramsey still held an estate of three hides there. Moreover, although Brafield on 
the Green itself was not a Ramsey property by the time of Domesday (1086), two of the 
Domesday entries for Brafield show that it was closely associated with Whiston and Denton. 
The Ramsey manor there had a house with five acres of land in Brafield (DB f.222c), and 
another Denton holding also had a virgate of sokeland in Brafield (DB f.229a). 

A further association between Brafield, Denton and Whiston becomes apparent when one 
examines the geld assessments of these manors . By the time of Domesday, each settlement 
had become split up into a number of holdings with different tenants-in-chief; there were 
three such holdings in Denton, two in Whiston, and three in Brafield. The neighbouring 
settlement of Hough ton had been split into Great Hough ton with three holdings, and Little 
Houghton with two holdings. All these settlements were located within the hundred-and-a­
half of Wymersley, and I have demonstrated elsewhere that this administrative area had a 
most complicated assessment pattern, with geld units of 3112 hides, and a second system of 
assessment (perhaps for the royal food farm) having units of 9 ploughlands. 18 In the case of 
undivided manors, these units are easily identifiable in Domesday; thus Yardley Hastings, 
Milton, Courteenhall and Blisworth each answered for 3112 hides and 9 ploughlands. The 
two parts of Grendon combined to produce the same total of 31/2 hides and 9 ploughlands, as 
did the three parts ofRothersthorpe. In the case ofHoughton, Brafield, Denton and Whiston 
the divisions of the settlements made their assessments still more complicated, but (as will be 
seen from the accompanying table) the same units of 31/ 2 hides and 9 ploughlands were 
broken down to be shared among the component holdings. We find the three parts of 
Brafield answering together for 13/4 hides and 41/2 ploughlands, i.e. half of a normal unit; the 
other half of the assessment was divided between a number of holdings in Whiston, Denton 
and Little Houghton. Moreover these complicated fractions show that the association 
between these manors had been in existence some considerable time before 1086, as they 

18 C. R. Hart, The Hidation of Northamptonshire, Leicester, 1970, pp . 60-1. 
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must surely represent reductions from initial assessments in whole figures of 4 hides and 10 
ploughlands, as with other Northamptonshire hundreds. 19 

In other words, there is evidence in Domesday Book, from both tenure and assessment, 
that the three adjacent settlements of Brafield, Whiston and Denton had shared a common 
administrative history in the late Anglo-Saxon period. 

How far back in time this association went, we do not know, but sufficient evidence has 
now been presented to establish that the estate cet Bragenfelda given by King Edgar to 
Byrhtnoth in 967 is to be identified with Brafield on the Green. What we cannot determine is 
whether the charter included Denton and Whiston within its bounds. It is of course possible 
that Byrhtnoth acquired these two properties separately, before or after the Bragenfelda grant, 
but this appears to me rather unlikely. By itself, the Brafield settlement could never have 
answered for more than 5 hides, a small gift for a king to make to an ealdorman. One 
supposes that the tuns at Whiston, Den ton and Hough ton were oflater origin than the feld or 
open country from which Brafield took its name. The element tun is thought to have been 
applied to new settlements over a long period of time; some such places could well be oflate 
tenth century origin. In any case, the subdivision of land ownership in these settlements 
evidenced in Domesday Book cannot have developed so ext~nsively at the time of King 
Edgar's grant. Judging by the assessment pattern revealed in Domesday, King Edgar's grant 
to Byrhtnoth could well have been of the whole territory of Brafield, Whiston and Denton, 
and perhaps the Houghtons also. 

Byrhtnoth's ealdordom extended outside the boundaries of Essex. It certainly included 
Huntingdonshire, and probably Northamptonshire too . 20 The Bragenfelda grant gave him a 
footing near to the county town, and its interesting that by the time of Domesday, the 
Ramsey holding at Whiston and Denton included a town house in Northampton (DB 
f.219a). 

19 C. R. Hart, Hidation of Northamptonshire, pp.41-2. 
2° C. R. Hart, 'Ealdordom of Essex' , pass im. 
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MEDIEVAL MARKETS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
PETER GOOD FELLOW 

There has been, in the last few years, a renewed interest in markets as a form of trading, and 
as the right to hold a market is a legal right granted, or refused, by an authority there have 
been appeals to customs or charters that in some cases date from the Middle Ages. The 
purpose of the following study is to show the distribution and chronology of the recognised 
markets in Northamptonshire between the Domesday Survey and 1500 and to suggest 
possible reasons why some of them developed in this way. 

Although there are no records of markets in the county before the Conquest trade went 
on, varying from barter at the local level to the supply of a royal household, and if traders 
were coming from a distance it would be a natural development for a particular day to be 
used. Control at first seems to have been limited to the urgent need to have witnesses to a 
deal and Edward the Elder enacted that no one should buy 'out of port, but have the 
portreeve's witness or that of other unlying men ... '1 then William I ordered that 'no 
market or fair shall be held ... except in the cities of our realm and in boroughs which are 
enclosed and walled ... where the customs of our realm and our common law and the 
royalties of our crown ... cannot lapse or be defrauded ... '2 a requirement that led to the 
medieval assumption that the right to hold a market depended on a royal grant and was a 
source of revenue to the king. 

There are three places mentioned in the Domesday Survey as having markets and these, 
together with Northampton were almost certainly 'ports' before the Conquest. In addition 
there were the large estates whether royal or religious whose centres would have had some 
market functions. Many of these became recognised markets later and their charters were 
acknowledging rather than creating a market. From the time of John onwards a steadily 
increasing number of places were granted charters giving their lord the right to hold a 
market on a particular day. By 1205 there were at least twelve recognised markets in the 
county and by 1350 another thirty had been given charters. It may well be that some of these 
failed quite quickly but most had gone by the end of the period and by 1500 there were only 
about sixteen left, although regrants in the seventeenth century revived some. 

The Market Rights and Tolls Report, published in 1889, lists charters that were granted from 
the time of John through to the end of the reign of Edward IV but there are omissions and 
most of the charters mentioned in this study have been traced in other records, principally 
the Calendar of Charter Rolls. Some of the older markets were held by prescriptive right and 
the evidence for these is sometimes found in a reference to the market or market place. The 
dates given are the earliest on record but a charter, even when renewing a grant does not 
mention this and there is the possibility of an earlier charter which has not been found. 

The gradually increasing number of markets has been plotted on a series of maps covering 
different periods. These divisions are not entirely arbitrary, there was a break of fourteen 
years after 1205 when no charters were granted (in the county) and in the fourteenth century 
the years of expansion were over. Some of the maps ~how the markets with a circle, radius 
six and two-thirds miles, indicating its 'catchment area'. The · thirteenth century lawyer 
Bracton, in his Laws of England asserted that 'a market may be called neighbouring and the 
nuisance tortious, because it is hurtful sometimes as if a new market has been raised within 
six miles and a half and a third of a half. The distance was based on the opinion that twenty 
miles was a reasonable day's journey and would, divided in this way allow enough time for 
trade and travel. It was allowed that a new market might be within the distance stated but 
need not be 'levelled' if it was held two or three days after the older one. It has been objected 
that there is no evidence that the distance was ever quoted in court hearings and that the six 
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and two third miles would mean that two (or more) markets would compete. It takes no 
account of ease of travel but this would hardly have been practicable. Whatever the strength 
of these criticisms the maps show the extent to which this law or custom, was observed 
especially in the early days of expansion. 

1086-1205 (Map I) 
The Survey names three places in the county as having markets: King's Sutton (de foro xx 
solidos), Higham Ferrers (mercat[um) redd [it) xx sol [idos) p [er) ann [um)) and Oundle (de 
mercato xxv sol [idos)) . Northampton is not named but it was described in the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle as a 'port' in 1010. It was the shire capital and recent archaeological discoveries 

1 Market Rights and Tolls Report, 1889 (Laws of Edward the Elder) 
2 ibid. (Laws of William the Conqueror) 
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indicate that it was the centre of a large royal estate. There is one more place to be 
considered, Peterborough. The presence of the abbey makes it likely that there was a market 
before 1086 and there is the statement that Abbot Martin (1133-1155) changed or improved 
the market1 and a slightly earlier record mentions the markets of 'Undele et Burch'. 2 

Peterborough is included, but provisionally, on map la. 
These five markets were held, as far as is known, by prescriptive right and not by charter 

and they were joined before 1205 by four more that were either prescriptive or had charters 
which have been lost. At the 1329 Quo Warranto hearing Daventry claimed its market and fair 
by a charter given by John and the claim was upheld. There is evidence from the Assize Rolls 
for 1203 that 'Emma Brunfustian who comes daily to the market of Daventry and 
Northampton is of the worst repute so that she has killed men and leads robbers to houses 
. . . 

3
' Brackley claimed a charter from King Henry and Bridges suggests that this was 

probably a Henry 11 grant to Robert Bossu, Earl of Leicester. 4 Brackley new town was 
created in the twelfth century* and was on the line of the route from Northampton to 
Oxford and the south coast ports. Its market was established before 1218 when the day was 
changed from Sunday to Wednesday. 5 

Rothwell was a royal and hundredal manor and the centre of a large estate. Bridges says 
that Roger, Earl of Clare granted to the monks of Sulby freedom from toll in his market of 
Rothwell (the earl died 19 Hen.II) and in 1202 there was a change of day, at first from Sunday 
to Saturday and then to Monday (seep. 310). The case for the inclusion ofTowcester is less 
strong. It was also a royal and hundredal manor but the earliest reference to a market found 
comes in a 1220 document that mentions the market place. 6 The town had been fortified by 
Edward the Elder against the Danes and lay on the Wading Street and the Northampton to 
Brackley route. It offered trading facilities between the county town and Brackley, a distance 
of twenty miles. 

During the reign of King John market charters were granted at an increasing rate, 
Rothwell was given a charter confirming the Monday market and there were three new 
grants; to the Abbot of Crowland at Wellingborough (1201), to Roger de Lacy at Naseby 
(1203) and to Bald win de Veer at Thrapston (1205). The abbey of Crow land had one of its 
most important manors at Welling borough and the market may be an indication of the use 
made of the river crossing there although servants of the abbey, according to an entry in the 
fourteenth century manorial accounts, seem to have started their journey on the west bank of 
the Nene, paid toll at Thrapston bridge and then, possibly, used the Roman road on the east 
bank before going to Yaxley where produce (in this case peas) was transferred to boats for 
the last part of the journey to the abbey. 7 

The grant to Naseby is of interest because of its position on the Northamptonshire 
uplands, a less densely settled area. The villlay between the two medieval routes to Leicester 
from Northampton but it is possible that travellers who crossed the Welland at Market 
Harborough and made for the Cherwell crossing at Banbury would have passed through 
Naseby and Daventry. The markets that were founded later at Chipping Warden and West 
Haddon were on the same line. 

* M. W. Beresford New Towns of the Middle Ages, p. 468. 'In 1202 Brackley was separately represented at the 
Assizes, but in 1173 .. . the assized rent was £66-18-4, far too large to have been paid by a mere vill.' 

1 The Peterborough Chronicle of Hugh Candidus trans. C & W T Mellows p. 67. 
2 Chronicon Petroburgense Ed. T Stapleton, Camden Soc. 47 p. 166. 
3 Early Northamptonshire Assize Rolls Ed. D M Stenton N R S vol V p xxxviii. 
4 J Bridges The History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire vol I p. 145. 
5 Rotuli Litterarum Clausarum pp. 355/6. 
6 Luffield Priory Charters (N R S) vol XXII, p. 210. 
7 Wellingborough Manorial Accounts 1258-1323 Ed. F M Page (N R S) , vol. VIII, p. 128. 
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There may have been several reasons why any one of these twelve places developed as a 
market but there are two that stand out; the early history of the vill as an administrative 
centre in Anglo-Saxon times, or its position on a route which was, or became used for trade. 
Northampton, Higham Ferrers, Rothwell, Oundle and King's Sutton were established as 
centres of importance before 1066, Peterborough had the abbey as a focus, while Thrapston 
and Wellingborough were at river crossings (indulgences were granted to the bridges there in 
1224 and 1227) and it has been argued that 'the remaining four were all on trade routes. 

There are two more places which have to .be considered as having markets before 1205; 
Fawsley and Finedon. Fawsley, like Rothwell and Towcester, was a royal and hundredal 
manor and had a minster. The first date found comes in 1214 when Hugh Russell paid forty 
shillings at an enquiry concerning his market there. 8 Ten years later he was allowed to 
change the day from Sunday to Thursday, although the grant was for his lifetime only. 9 It 
was the older markets that were held on Sunday and it is possible that Fawsley had a market 
that was accepted as being held by prescriptive right or it may have been an unofficial market 
that would have been held to meet the needs of such a centre. The other centre, Finedon, was 
also an estate of importance. The earliest reference to a market comes at the end of the 
thirteenth ceptury, but in 1086 Finedon was held by the king and together with hides in 
different hundreds was then valued at £40. There is no record of a charter and it is possible 
that this was another unofficial market. Both Fawsley and Finedon have been included on the 
maps for the period when firm evidence has been found. 

MARKET DENSITY 1086 

MAP lA. MARKET DENSITY IN 1086 

Market Density in 1086 (Map 1a) 
With the exception of King's Sutton in the south west, the Domesday markets in the county 
form an interesting pattern in that they not only cover the whole of the Nene valley below 
Northampton but do so with a remarkably even spacing of between eleven and thirteen 
miles from one market to the next. Maps 1 and 1a include Stamford because of its 

8 Rotuli de Finibus 16 John . 
9 Close Rolls 8 Hen Ill 1224. 
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accessibility but also because of the charter (BCS 1258) attributed to Edgar (c. 972) that 
granted to Peterborough that there should be no other market between Stamford and 
Huntingdon. The charter is said to be of thirteenth century date but if it derives in part from 
.an earlier one then the distance claimed is in keeping with what seems to have been 
customary in the county. It may, however, have been part of an attempt to suppress Yaxley, 
only four miles away in Huntingdonshire where the abbey of Thorney claimed to have a 
market granted by William the Conqueror. 

The parts of the county which did not have ready access to a recognised market 
correspond approximately to those in which the forest laws were applied and to the l}plands 
in the west. 

MARKET DENSITY 1205 

MAP 1B. MARKET DENSITY IN 1205 

Market Density in 1205 (Map 1 b) 
The markets added since 1086 have almost completely covered the county, leaving only a 
few small areas whose people would have further to travel. In the Soke of Peterborough and 
the north east the markets show no change from the earlier pattern but in the south west and 
in the Nene valley there is a considerable amount of overlapping. The addition ofThrapston 
between Oundle and Higham Ferrers gives three markets that are the 'correct' distance apart 
but the older two had Saturday markets while Thrapston's was on Tuesday. A break in the 
regularity of the pattern was made at W ellingborough (only four miles from Higham 
Ferrers) but Bracton's qualification was observed and the market was on Wedn_esday. 
Naseby, Daventry and Northampton were well separated and while some of this area was 
lower in settlement density than in the valleys another reason for the distance between them 
could have been the ambition of the Northampton burgesses that there should be no market 
closer than ten leagues to the town (see also p. 312). King's Sutton and Brackley were only 
five miles apart and the former place had to compete with the Bishop of Lincoln's new town 
at Banbury where a Thursday charter had been granted. 
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Naseby and Rothwell had to face competition from Market Harborough six miles away in 
Leicestershire and there was a prolonged struggle between that town and Rothwell for the 
privilege of a Monday market. In 1202 the Earl of Clare changed Rothwell's day from 
Sunday to Saturday, but at the assizes the jurors of Corby Hundred objected, perhaps 
wanting to have their Sunday market restored. 1 However an addition to the record reads 'let 
the market be on Monday'. In 1204 this was confirmed by charter with the usual clause 'so 
that it be not to the hurt of neighbouring markets'. 2 In the meantime Market Harborough 
had also been granted a Monday market and the battle was joined. The Earl of Clare 
evidently agreed with tl?.e Corby jurors, for in 1207 he gave a palfrey to have his Sunday 
market restored3

, but if this ever took effect it was only a short lived concession for in 1220 it 
was noted that Rothwell was once again holding a Monday market to the hurt of Market 
Harborough and the sheriff was ordered to see that the day was changed. 4 In the following 
year Kibworth, less than six miles to the north of Market Harborough was also granted a 
Monday market and, under attack from both sides, the border town changed to Tuesday. 5 

Sunday Markets 
Many, if not all, of the oldest markets in the country began on this day and, as people met at 
their church or minster, it was not surprising that they combined business with their 
religious duties. What was even more objectionable in many eyes was that the churchyard 
and even the church itself was used as a kind of market hall. Frequent attempts to stop this 
were made throughout the Middle Ages and in 1200 a determined effort was launched when 
the Abbot of Flaix was sent to England to preach against the custom. The move to change 
the market day at Rothwell back to Sunday says specifically that the departure from Sunday 
had been caused by the preaching of the abbot, and his eloquence had further successes in the 
county for the Assize Rolls in 1202 record that Oundle, Peterborough and Rothwell all 
changed from Sunday to Saturday, followed in 1217 by Brackley and in 1224 by Fawsley. 
Northampton's market day may also have been on Sunday at first, although there is no 
record of this, but the inhabitants certainly used the church for trade as evidenced by the well 
known order by Henry Ill in 1235 that markets and fairs should not be held in the church or 
churchyard of All Saints but in a wast-e place to the north (the present market square):6 not 
the last hint of a reluctance to conform. 

1206-1250 (Map 2) 
Ten new markets are on record for this period and a glance at the map shows that they form 
two groups, one close to the western borders of the county and 'the other within, or close to, 
the bounds of Rockingham Forest. A distribution that corresponds, roughly, to the 'under 
marketed areas' in 1205. 

King's Cliffe and Geddington were both forest villages in the king's hands and both had 
hunting lodges frequently used by him, probably a sufficient explanation for the markets, 
but while King's Cliffe was far enough from Oundle and Stamford for it to succeed, 
Geddington was only four miles from the Abbot of Peterborough's market at Kettering, 
established twenty years earlier (and also on the road from Stamford to Northampton, 
followed in later years by the funeral cortege of Queen Eleanor) and the same distance from 
Corby, where Henry de Braybrooke had been allowed a market and two fairs. 

1 Northamptonshire Assize Rolls 1202 & 1203 Ed. D . M. Stenton (NRS. Vol. V, 14) 
2 Rotuli Chartarum 1204, m15, p. 117. 
3 Rotuli de Finibus, 9 John. 
4 Rotuli Litterarum Clausarum, 4 Hen Ill m18 
5 W G Hoskins Provincial England p. 63. 
6 Calendar of Close Rolls 1235, m24. 
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In the west the same Henry was involved in a prolonged dispute over the market at 
Chipping Warden. The first charter was to Wischard Ledet in 1219 but although the market 
was not close to any of the older centres it met with challenges to its existence from 
Banbury. Henry de Braybrooke had married Christian, a daughter of Ledet, and in March 
1227 had a charter1 only to have it disallowed in April on the grounds that it had been 
granted during the king's minority. 2· This ban was ineffective for it was again prohibited in 
1229. Christian's second husband, Gerard de Furnevall was able to obtain a fresh charter in 
12383 only to have the Bishop of Lincoln protesting that the market had been prohibited 
because of the harm done to his market at Ban bury. 4 However the claim to a market was 
upheld in 1330, and there is evidence that it continued throughout the fourteenth century. 

1 Calendar of Charter Rolls, Vol. 1, p. 22. 
2 Ibid. p. 33. 

3 Calendar of Close Rolls, Vol. 4, p. 66. 
4 Ibid. p. 73. 
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The market at Fawsley has been mentioned, and as the 1224 grant was for Hugh Russell's 
lifetime nearby Catesby was effectively a successor. A strong reason for Catesby having the 
privilege may well have been that it was given to the prioress and nuns of the convent there 
and Margan~t, the prioress and another of the nuns were sisters to Edmund the saintly 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

To the north of these two were Lilbourne and Welford, only five miles apart, but Welford 
lay on the road between Northampton and Leicester while Lilbourne was close to the 
Wading Street, just north of the point where travellers could have turned south east towards 
Northampton (31) or south to Daventry (14) leaving the old Roman road little used (for a 
discussion of the Wading Street here see A. E. Brown Northamptonshire Archaeology, 1978 p. 
87). Lilbourne market was claimed in 1330 by Maud de Holand, but an earlier reference in 
1218/9 is concerned with a change of day from Sunday to Monday, but with the 
complication that the order is addressed to the Sheriff of Worcester. 5 There is, however, no 
'Lilburn' in that county and it seems probable that it was the Northamptonshire village that 
was meant. 

Further south an apparently unlikely candidate was Charlton, where the Earl of Derby 
·was granted a charter that also allowed him a fair at Higham Ferrers. King's Sutton (25) was 
only two miles away and Brackley (5) only three miles. A minor road now runs from 
Evenley to King's Sutton passing through Charlton and there are reasons to think that it may 
have been important then (see p. 315) but this surely is not sufficient to explain the Earl's 
optimism. 

Market Areas in 1250 (Map 3) 
The twenty two markets recorded so far would almost have completed coverage of the 
county, and if to these are added not only the four on the borders and included for 1205, but 
also the adjacent ones in neighbouring counties such as Market Deeping, Melchbourne, 
Deddington and Hallaton the provision becomes so liberal that there are few places without a 
theoretical choice of two, three or even more markets. In the middle of the county the 
overlapping of 1205 has been compounded by the addition of Kettering, Corby and 
Geddington, but it is worth noting that this ring of seven markets covered the six weekdays 
between them, only Wellingborough an9 Geddington being held on the same day. 

The exception to this is in the area around Northampton where there is no change from 
1205 and near the county town and Towcester a number of villages would not have had even 
a second market within a reasonable distance. · 

1251-1350 (Map 4) 
The burgesses of Northampton claimed as an ancient right that there should be no other 
market within ten leagues of the town and at the Hundred Rolls ~nquiry in 1275 they objected 
that, in spite of this, markets were being held at Brixworth, West Haddon, Daventry, 
Towcester, Wollaston and Wellingborough as well as at Olney in Buckinghamshire. 1 If 
Kettering was omitted on grounds of distanc_e, while Olney was not, it would seem that the 
league in this case was a mile. 

Brixworth (1253), Wollaston (1260) and West Haddon (probably) were newcomers and 
these three were joined later by Alderton, Flore, Long Buck by and Yardley Hastings, so that 
the county town was ringed with markets on what are still today its main approach roads. 
None were within the six and two third limit. 

5 Rotuli Litterarum Clausarum , p. 385. 
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It may well be that charters were granted because the hoped for market was on a trade 
route, but increasingly it seems that it was because of influence or as a reward for some 
service to the king. At Alderton, Payn de Chaworth (or Cadurcis) was one of the knights 
who attempted the rescue of Prince Edward from Wallingford, where he was held by Simon 
de Montfort after the battle of Lewes. He took the cross with the prince in All Saints and 
gave six hundred marks towards the crusade. 2 

There was a castle at Alderton and the presence of such a centre with its need for supplies 
would create the nucleus of a market, and most of the castles in the county were linked with 
markets. Three of the most interesting were at Barnwell, Rockingham and Fotheringhay. 
Berenger le Moigne had begun with a market at Thurning, but evidently preferred Barnwell 
as a site for a castle and a market. The abbot of Peterborough complained about this as it was 
so close to Oundle and succeeded in getting it suppressed, 3 only to find the overlord of 
Barn well, the Abbot of Ramsey, obtaining a fresh charter in 1278. 4 The two abbeys 
eventually reached an agreement, 5 but the story did not end with this for in 1349 John de 

1 Rotuli Hendredorum, 2. 2. 
2 Rev. R. M . Serjeantson History of All Saints , Northampton, p. 333. 
3 J. Bridges History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire, Vol. 2, p. 393. , (Reg. John D'Achurch p . 141) . 
4 Calendar of Charter Rolls, Vol. 2, p. 207. 
5 Chronicon Petroburgense, Camden Soc. Vol. 47, pp. 31/32. 
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Ravensholm gained a charter for a Friday market in the adjacent village of Barnwell All 
Saints. Although the castle at Rockingham was begun by the Conqueror and there was a fair 
in 1223, the market charter did not follow for another fifty years, but it made up for this by 
continuing into the seventeenth and possibly the eighteenth centuries. The other important 
castle at Fotheringhay had its market in 1308 renewed to the Duke ofYork in 1457. Leland's 
comment that 'King Edward IV for the love that he bare to Foderingey had thought to have 
privileged it with a market and with putting down weres and mills to have caused that smaul 
lighters might cum thither'6 has not been confirmed by the writer, but could apply to an 
attempt to improve navigation rather than to a fresh charter. The Nene is thought not to 
have been navigable above Alwalton at the time. 

Peterborough was actively promoting markets and fairs quite close to the abbey, 
obtaining charters for Northolm and Alwalton (1268) in Hunts. as well as for a fair at 
Oxney. This concentration of markets and fairs near Peterborough was added to when the 
Abbot of Thorney was allowed a market at Woodstone, (1268) only just across the river. 

6 Leland Itinerary, Vol. 1, p.4. 
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The study by Dr. C. R. Hart of this region includes his comments that 'the route to Eye was 
above the peat level' and that Botolph's Bridge 'west of Peterborough lay directly on the 

route from Thorney to the south'. 7 

At the other end of the county a change of route may have contributed to the decline of 
King's Sutton. The road from Evenley has already been remarked on, but in later centuries 
the road from Buckingham to Ban bury went through A ynho, and then crossed the Cherwell 
over Nell bridge. Nell or Neiel as it was once spelt may have been built by the Nevilles who 
held A ynho, and a preference for this crossing instead of at Twyford further upstream would 
have bypassed King's Sutton and led to the rise of Aynho where John de Clavering had a 
market in 1324. 

1351-1500 (Map .5) 
The impact of the Black Death on the population and economic activity of the country has 
often been stressed, and some indication of this can be seen in that the last market charter on 

7 C. R. Hart Northamptonshire Past and Present, Vol. Vi, p. 243. 
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the previous map was at Flore in 1333 and before that only Yardley Hastings and Aynho • 
after 1308. It should be added, however, that the provision of markets at that date (forty in 
all) was probably over generous, even allowing for the fact that we do not know how many 
failed. The recurrent attacks of the plague coincide with a gap in charters, for it is not until 
1385 that there is a new one, Lowick, followed two years later by Harringworth. Lowick 
was close to the traditional meeting place of Huxloe Hundred but, like Titchmarsh eighty 
years earlier, it was only two miles from Thrapston. The Lovells had left Titchmarsh but 
Thrapston was still functioning. The ambitions of Sir Henry Green, who began the 
rebuilding of Lowick church, probably explain the charter. 

Nearly eighty years elapsed before two fresh markets were begun. The first, at Grafton 
Regis, was clearly a successor to Alderton for it had the same day, Thursday, and one of the 
two fairs granted was on the feast of St Margaret, patron saint of the church at Alderton. 
There is no need to look far for an explanation of the grant to Earl Rivers at 'Grafton 
Wydevyle', and Brigstock is more interesting in that, although the royal hunting lodge had 
long since disappeared, the king's tenants were given a market that was successful for a time. 
A market cross was erected in the reign of Elizabeth and the grant was renewed in 1604 'for 
the support and relief of the poor inhabitants of the said town'. 

The map also shows the earlier markets that did not, as far as is known, persist after 1500. 
There is no certainty about this and the only contemporary evidence of failure comes from 
Geddington where, in 1374, the tenants petitioned that 'in the time of Queen Philippa they 
used to pay £52 yearly for the manor ... the mills, ovens and markets being then of great 
value' but 'the lands of the manor are now empty by death and removal of tenants ... '. 1 The 
inquisition recorded that 'the market with the fairs, formerly extended at 54s.8d. is worth 
8d. and no more because nobody comes there. '2 Apparently the king promised relief, but in 
1383 the tenants were complaining that the treasurer and barons were compelling them to 
pay the full amount. 

Post Medieval Survivals 
Of the forty nine markets listed in the summary it is probable that two thirds had failed 
before 1500, but it cannot be proved that the survivors continued without interruptions. The 
'free corporate borough' of Higham Ferrers was given, in 1556, a charter for two markets 
and four fairs but this does not imply that there had been any break in continuity. The same 
cannot be said with complete confidence about the seventeenth century grants to 
Rockingham and Aynho. A special case was the grant to Weldon in 1684. There had been a 
fair in the fourteenth century, but this is the only county record of a new market being 
chartered after the medieval period, apart from the livestock markets held in this century at 
Byfield and Moreton Pinkney. 

Maps drawn in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries show towns of importance. Saxton 
(1576) marks eight towns in this way:- Daventry, Higham Ferrers, Kettering, 
Northampton, Oundle, Peterborough, Thrapston and Wellingborough. The 1627 Theatre of 
the Empire of Great Britaine published with John Speed's maps adds Brackley and Towcester 
to Saxton's eight. Neither map includes Rothwell, but a grant to Sir William Parr in 1523 
allows a market and fair, and in 1560 Thomas Tresham had the same privileges. The point 
has been made by others that the older markets had the best chance of succeeding, and this is 
borne out in Northamptonshire. Of the twelve markets in 1205 only two, King's Sutton and 
Naseby are missing from the above lists, and Kettering has been added. Morton (1712) says 
of King's Cliffe and Rockingham 'tho scarce thought worthy the name of market towns', 
and Bridges (c. 1725) allows West Haddon 'an inconsiderable market'. Brigstock and Aynho 

1 Calendar of Miscellaneous Inquisitions, Vol 3 p. 345. 2 Ibid . p. 346. 
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have already been mentioned and bring the total of places that had markets in the sixteenth or 
seventeenth centuries (including the late grant at Weldon) to seventeen . 

. Fairs 
A medieval fair must have been a great occasion for business and pleasure in the smaller 
villages even though they did not begin to compete with the great fair at Northampton. 

'In 1240 it was established that the king's purchases from merchants were to be paid for at 
the four great fairs; those bought at Northampton being paid for at St Ives, from St Ives at 
Boston, from Boston at Winchester and from Winchester at Northampton. '1 

) 

Nearly all of the market charters that have been described included the right to hold a 
yearly fair, often on the vigil, feast and morrow of a saint, or on one of the greater feasts of 
the church. Occasionally the grant was for the market only, but in these instances e.g. 
Catesby and Thrapston, a fair charter came later. The order was reversed at Rockingham 
where the fair came first, and there were several other places where the fair was not linked to 
a market, such as Wakerley, Oxney and Boughton. The fair held by the Augustinians of St 
James Abbey, Northampton was later taken into the town, and that given to St James 
Hospital, Aynho, may have become the St Michael's fair later on. 

Not surprisingly most of the fairs were held in the summer months as the following list 
shows: 

March 
April 
May 

2 
3 
6 

June 
July 
August 

6 
8 
5 

September 12 
October 2 
November ·2 

(The two fairs held at Whitsun and the four at Trinity would increase the totals for May or 
June) 

The two November fairs, at Northampton and Brigstock, were fifteenth century grants, 
and both places had fairs earlier in the year. The October fair at Grafton Regis also followed 
one held earlier and was of fifteenth century date, so that until1465 there was just one fair (at 
Barnwell for eight days) after the end of September, and that almost certainly would have 
suffered the same fate as the market. 

The practice of combining the fair with the feast day of the parish church only applied in 
about a quarter of the charters (although that assumes that the dedication is unchanged), 
partly because where the dedication was, for example, to All Saints or St Andrew a 
November fair would not be wanted. There was a St Andrew's Fair at Brackley but it seems 
likely that the day chosen was that of his Translation (May 9). This does not account for all 
of the instances of a difference in date however, because it is clear that neither St Peter nor the 
Virgin Mary provided popular occasions for a fair. Peterborough had its first fair , 
appropriately enough, on the feast of SS Peter and Paul, but none of the other six market 
towns with a St Peter church followed this example. The avoidance of the feast days of the 
B.V.M. is equally noticeable. Only Welford on the Assumption, and Culworth on the 
Nativity combined the two celebrations, although Corby preferred the Assumption to its 
own St Peter, and Towcester (or Aymer de Valence) chose the Annunciation, but this had 
been changed to St Lawrence before 1330. There were seven churches dedicated to St Mary 
where the fair day was different, and although the Assumption in August and the Nativity in 
September were both possible, it may be that both were too close to the harvest for most 
people. 

1 L. F. Salzman English Trade in the Middle Ages, p. 154. (Cal. Patent Rolls, 1232/1247, p 238) 
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The great majority of the fairs were for three days, occasionally for one or two but a few 
privileged places had considerably longer. Northampton in the fourteenth century had a 
twenty-eight day fair, Peterborough had three eight day fairs, and even small places like 
Titchmarsh and Flore had nine days. 

The Book of Fairs by William Owen, published in 1769, describes twenty Northampton­
shire fairs and his list includes all seventeen markets given in the 'survival' list and adds 
Brixworth, Fotheringhay and Y ardley Hastings. 

GAZETTEER: 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MARKETS AND FAIRS 1086 TO 1700 

ASC 
Assize Rolls 

Beresford 
Bor. Recs. 
Bridges 
Bull 
C.Ch.R. 
C.Cl.R. 
C.Inq.P.M. 
C.Misc.lnq. 
CPR 
CSP.Dom. 
Chron.Petro. 
Charity Reports 
DB. 
Dug.Bar. 
Gun ton 
LPC. 

NRS. 
PRO. 
RBL. 
QW 
Rot. Chart. 
Rot.de Fin. 
Rot.de Lib. 

Abbreviations 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
The Earliest Northamptonshire Assize Rolls, (Northants. Record Society, 
Vol. v, Ed. D. M. Stenton 
M. W. Beresford & P. R. Finberg English Medieval Boroughs} a Hand List 
Records of the Borough of Northampton 
John Bridges The History & Antiquities of Northamptonshire 1791 
F. M. Bull History of Kettering 
Calendar of Charter Rolls 
Calendar of Close Rolls 
Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem 
Calendar of Miscellaneous Inquisitions 
Calendar of Patent Rolls 
Calendar of State Papers Domestic 
Chronicon Petroburgense 
Charity Commissioners Reports, 1839 
Domesday Book 
Dugdale Baronage 
Symon Gunton History of the Church of Peterborough} 1686 
Luffield Priory Charters. Northants. Record Society Vol. Vols.xxii Ed. G. 
R. Elvey 
Northants. Record Society 
Public Record Office 
Records of the Borough of Leicester Ed. M. Bateson 
Placita de Quo Waranto 
Rotuli de Chartarum in Turri Londonensis 
Rotuli de Finibus 
Rotuli de Liberate 

Rot. Litt. Claus. Rotuli Litterarum Clausarum 
Serjeantson The Rev. R. M. Serjeantson The Court Rolls of Higham Ferrers 
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Market Date Terms Reference 

Alderton 1278 Thursday. Fair, VFM S. Margaret C.Ch.R.ii .207 

2. 
to Payne de Cadurcis 

Aynho 1207 Far, VFM S. James to Brothers Rot.Chart.167 
of S. James Hospital 

1324 Tuesday. Fair, VF+2 S. Michael C. Ch. R. iii.463 
to John de Clavering 

1622 Tuesday. Fairs, Pentecost, Bridges i.136 
4 days; S. Michael, 4 days / 

3 Barn well 1270 Monday & Friday. Fair VF+6 C.Ch.R.ii.136 
S.Andrew S. Michael, to Berenger le 

Moigne 
1278 Wednesday. Fair, VF+6 C.Ch.R.ii.207 · 

S. Michael to Abbot of Ramsey 
1282 market given up Chron. Petro. 

(Camden Soc. 47,31) 
4 Barn well 1349 Friday. Fair, F. S. Luke C.Ch.R.v.119 

All Saints to John de Ravensholm 
F Bough ton 1351 Fair, VFM Nativity S. John C.Ch.R.v.124 

Baptist to Henry Grene 
5 Brackley 1173 probable market 

1218 change of day, Sunday to Rot. Litt. Cl a us 
Wednesday. 355b 

1330 Wednesday. Fair VFM S. Andrew 
claimed by Matilda de Holand Q.W. 550 

1554 Fairs, Tuesday after Easter 3 C .P.R.1553/1554 
days, S. John Baptist 3 days 383 
to Earl of Derby 

6 Brigstock 1466 Saturday. Fairs, F. S. Martin C.Ch.R. vi.214 
S. George to the King's tenants 

1604 Thursday. Fairs, F. S. Mark: Charity Reports 
S. Bartholomew; F. S. Martin D.280 
to Lord Cecil et al. 

7 Brixworth 1253 Tuesday. Fair, VFM S. Boniface C.Ch.R.i.416 
to Simon son of Simon 

8 Bulwick 1293 Thursday. Fair, VFM S. Matthew C. Ch. R.ii.432 
to Millicent de Monte Alto 

9 Catesby 1246 Monday. to Prioress and Nuns C.Ch.R.i.309 
1248 Fair, VFM. Translation of C.Ch.R.i.338 

Edmund the Confessor 
10 Charlton 1250 Friday. Fair, VFM S. Lawrence C.Ch.R.i.350 

to Wm. deFerrers, Earl of Derby 
11 Chipping 1219 Tuesday. to Wischard Ledet PRO E372 64 

Warden 1227 Tuesday. Fair, VFM S. John Lateran 
to Henry de Braibrok (March) C.Ch.R.i.22 

1227 market prohibited (April) C.Ch.R.i.33 
1238 Monday. to Gerard de Furnevall 

for his lifetime Qune) C.Cl.R.iv.66 
1238 market prohibited Quly) C.Cl.R.iv.73 
1330 Tuesday market claimed QW.573 

(Proved) 

12 Cor by 1226/7 Ten marks for confirmation of PRO E372.71 
manor, market and two fairs (Pipe Rolls) 
to H enry de Braibroc 
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13 Culworth 1264 Saturday. Fair, VFM N ativity of C.Ch.R.ii.49 
BVM to Richard de Colewrd 

1374 Saturday. Fair, VFM S. Peter's 
Chains to John de Berners et al. C .Ch.R. v.229 

14 Daventry · 1203 reference to market NRS v.707 
(Assize Rolls) 

1330 Wednesday. Fair, S. Augustine Q .W.501 
1576 Wednesday. Fairs. S. Austin's day; CPR Eliz.l 

Tuesday after Easter+2; Vol. vii 
S. l\1atthew+2 

1678 Fairs, July 23rd; Oct. 16th. PRO.C66/3194 
to Lord Finch Patent Rolls 

15 Fawsley 1214 Hugh Russell gave 40s. for Rot .de Fin. 
market inquisition 16 John 

1224 Day changed, Sunday to Thursday Rot. Litt. C l a us 
to Hugh Russell for his life i.599 

16 Fined on 1247 represented as a Borough at Eyre Beresford 
1294/5 'perquisites of the market' C. Inqu.P.M. 

iii.346 
1330 Thursday. to Laurence de S. Maur Q.W.545 

17 Flore 1333 Monday. Fair, VF + 7 S. Barnabas C.Ch.R.iv.298 
To William Trussell 

18 Fotheringhay 1308 Wednesday. Fair, VFM . S. Michael C.Ch.R.iii.l22 
To Earl of Richmond 

1457 Wednesday. Fair, M + I Relic Sunday C.Ch.R. vi .128 
to Richard Duke of York 

19 Geddington 1248 Wednesday. Fair, VFM S. Mary C.Cl.R. p129 
Magdalene 

20 Grafton 1465 Thursday. Fairs, VFM. S. Margaret; C .Ch.R.vi.204 
Regis VFM.SS.Simon & Jude to Earl Rivers 

21 Harringworth 1387 Tuesday. Fair, VFM. S. John the C .Ch.R.v.307 
Baptist to William la Zouche 

22 Higham 1086 ... a market D.B .35 la 
Ferrers 1250 Fair, VFM. S. Botolph to William C.Ch.R.i.350 

de Ferrers Earl of Derby 
1300 Fair, VFM. S. Michael to Thomas C.Ch.R.ii .482 

Earl of Lancaster 
1556 Monday and Saturday. Fairs, CPR. p202 

VFM. S. Matthias; S. Botolph; 
S. Michael; S. Katharine 

1664 Thursday. Fairs Thursday before Serjeantson 
SS . Philip & James; Thursday p15 
before S. J ames 

1684 Fair, Thursday before Conversion ib.p15 
of S. Paul 

23 Kettering 1227 Friday, to Abbot & monks of C.Ch.R.i.21 
Peterborough 

1661 Fair (horse), Thursday before PRO C66/2972 24 
Easter to Lord Ro.ckingham (Patent Rolls) 
& two other Fairs; Thursday Bull p.22 
before F. St. Michael; Thursday 
before F. St. Thomas the Apostle 

24 King's 1249 Tuesday. Fair, VFM St. James C .Cl.R.p192 
Cliffe 1604 Tuesday. Fair, St. Luke to the CSP. Do m. 8. 83 

'town of Clyve ' 
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25 King's 1086 . . . a market D.B .i.8 . 
Sutton 1252 Monday. Fair, VFM St. James C.Ch.R.i .386. 

to Stephen Longspe 
26 Lilbourne 1218/9 Monday (day changed from Rot.Litt.Claus . 

Sunday) 3 Hen.III 
1330 Monday. claimed by Matilda Q .W. p.536 

de Holand, proved. 
27 Long Buckby 1280 Thursday. Fairs, VF+2 St. Gregory C.Ch.R.ii.232 

St. Lawrence to Earl of Lincoln 
1281 Tuesday. Fairs, VF+2 SS Philip C.Ch.R.ii.249 

& James, VF+2 St. Michael to 
Earl of Lincoln 

28 Lowick 1385 Thursday. Fair, VFM Whitsun to C.Ch.R.v.300 
Henry Grene, knight 

F Luffield 1230 Fair, VFM Exaltation of Holy Luffield Priory 
Cross to Prior & monks of Charters (NRSxxii 
Luffield p82/3 

29 Milton 1305 Tuesday. Fair, VFM Whitsun to C.Ch.R.iii.58 
Edward Charles 

30 Naseby 1203 Tuesday. to R. de Lascy Rot.de Lib.p49 
Constab. Cestr. 

31 Northampton 1010 described as a 'Port' ASC. 
1066 60 burgesses before this date D.B.I. 219a 
1226 Fair Curia Regis Roll 

XII 430 
1337 Fair, 28 days after Octave of C. Ch,R.iv.390 

Trinity to Mayor, Bailiffs etc. 
1495 Fairs, VF+6 St. George; St. Hugh C.Ch.R. vi.272 
1599 Fairs, VFM. St. George; St. Hugh; 

Nat.BVM; Annun. BVM; Concep.BVM; 
Assump.BVM. St. James . 

Northampton 1268 Fair, VFM. St. James to Black C. Ch. R. ii .1 00 
St. James Canons 

32 North borough 1295 Wednesday. Fair, VFM. Assump. C.Ch.R.ii.460 
BVM. to Geoffrey de la Mare 

33 Northolm 1306 Thursday. Fair, VF. Exaltation of C.Ch.R.iii.66 
Cross to Abbot & convent P'boro. 

34 Oundle 1086 . . . a market D.B.6.10a 
1202 Saturday. (day changed from Sunday) Assize Rolls 
1268 Fair, M . Ascension+14 to Abbot (NRS. v. No. 11) 

& convent of Peterborough C.Ch.R.ii.101 
1552 Fairs, VFM. St. Lawrence; CPR.iii.260 

St. Valentine 
F Oxney 1249 Fair, V. Nat. BVM. +7 to Abbot & C.Ch.R.i.344 

convent of Peterborough 
35 Peterborough 1189 Fair, 8 days SS Peter & Paul Charter Ric. I 

to Abbot & monks Gunton 146 
1202 Saturday (day changed from Assize Rolls 

Sunday) (NRS v. No.14) 
1227 Fair, 8 days from second C. Ch.R.i.21 

Sunday in Lent 
1268 Fair, 8daysF. St. Oswald+7 C.Ch.R.ii.101 
1439 Fair, VFM. St. Matthew Gunton p.165 

36 Rockingham 1223 Fair, held by Eleanor the Rot.Litt .Claus. 
king's grandmother (7 Hen. Ill) i.563b 
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1272 Friday. to Edmund the king 's C. Ch.R.ii.183 
nephew 

1300 Fair, VF. Exaltation of Holy C.Inq.P.M.iii.460 
Cross to Earl of Cornwall 

1314 Saturday. (day changed from C.Cl.R.p.119 
Friday) 

1602 a market to Edward Watson PRO.C66/1577 m5 
pt.8 (Pat.Rolls) 

37 Rothwell 1154 reference to a market Dug.Bar.i.210 
·1202 Saturday. (day changed from Assize Rolls 

Sunday) (NRS. v. No.14) 
1204 Monday. Fair, VF.+3 Holy Rot. Chart. p.117 

Trinity to Earl of Clare 
1551 Monday. Fair, Friday before CPR. p.415 

Trinity+4 to William Parr (L&P Hen. VIII) 
1560 Market & Fair to Thomas Tresham CPR.i.210 

38 Sibbertoft 1300 Saturday. Fair, VF. Invention of C .Ch.R.ii.489 
the Cross to Roger Brabazon 

39 Thorpe 1281 Friday . Fair, VFM. Holy Trinity CPR.1281/92 p.l 
Mandeville to Richard de Mandeville 

40 Thrapston 1205 Tuesday. Baldwin de Ver gave Rot. de Fin. 
2 palfreys for the market (6 John) 

1245 Fair, VFM. St. James to Robert C.Ch.R.i.288 
de Veer 

41 Thurning 1263 Wednesday. Fair, VFM. St. Michael C .Ch.R.ii.46 
to Berenger le Moigne 

42 Titchmarsh 1304 Monday. Fair, VF. + 7 Holy Trinity C.Ch.R.iii.49 
to John Lovel 

43 Torpel 1264 Thursday. Fair, VFM. St. Giles to C.Ch.R.ii.49 
Ralph de Kameys 

1309 the same, to Peter de Gaveston C.Ch.R.iii.127 
& his wife Margaret the king's 
niece 

44 Towcester 1220/1 reference to the market place LPC. pt.i.202 
(NRS.xxii) 

1318 Fair, VFM. Annunciation BVM. C.Ch.R.iii.391 
to A ymer de Valencia 

1330 Tuesday market & St. Lawrence Quo Waranto 
fair claimed on behalf of Laurence 
de Hastings by William de Clynton 

1550 Fair to Richard Fermour CPR.iv.22 
1684 Tuesday ( cattlemarket). Fairs, CSP.Dom. 

Sept.23:Shrove Tuesday:March 22. 1683/4 p.275 
F Wakerley 1264 Fair, VFM. St. John Baptist to C.Ch.R.ii.50 

John de Burgo 
F Weldon 1356 Fair, Translation St. Thomas C.Ch.R.v.148 

Martyr to Edward Prince of Wales 
1685 Market & 4 fairs to Christopher CSP.Dom.i 1771 

Viscount Hatton James I 
1685 Fairs, 1st. Wednesday in February, 

May, August, November Bridges ii.354 
45 Welford 1223 Friday. (day changed from Rot. Litt. Claus. 

Wednesday) to Nicholas de Yaland 7 Hen.III p.533 
1252 Friday. Fair. VFM. Assumption C.Ch.,R.i.405 

BVM. to William de Wyvill 
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46 Welling borough 1201 Wednesday. to Abbot of Crowland Rot. Chart. 92 
1447 Fairs, VF. +2 St. Luke: Wednesday Welling borough 

in Easter week 3 to Abbot of Charter 
Croyland 

1590 confirmed to Sir Christopher ib 
Hatton 

47 West Haddon 1292 Thursday. Fair VFM. Invention of C.Ch.R.ii.416 
the Cross to Prior of Daventry. 
(this was a change of day) 

48 Wollaston 1260 T uesday. Fair, VFM. Invention of C.Ch.R.ii.28 
the Cross to William de Bray 

49 Yardley 1314 Wednesday. Fair, VFM. Holy Trinity C.Ch.R.iii.239 
Hastings to John de Hastings 
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EAGLETHORPE- THE TRAVELS OF A DESERTED VILLAGE 
ROBERTTAYLOR 

Warmington is a large parish in the North-East of Northamptonshire, on the border with 
the former county of Huntingdonshire. The village is a complicated group of streets and 
greens with the church and glebe land near to its geographical centre. Several distinct units 
can be identified within this straggling settlement. To the South is Southorpe, nqw an 
almost deserted country lane but once a populous street with its own manor house. Big 
Green lies to the East of the church, and although the large triangular green was almost 
entirely eliminated at enclosure its original bounds can still be detected. To the North of the 
village is Eaglethorpe, again with a small green, here leading towards the mill on the River 
Nene. Some distance away to the South of the village lay the hamlet ofPapley, now deserted 
except for a single sixteenth-century house. The manor of Warmington was one of the early 
possessions of Peterborough Abbey, and by the time of Domesday Book had been 
subdivided between several sub-tenants. Their separate holdings may be identified with the 
diferent units that make up the present village. 

Two of these component settlements were recorded as being deserted at the end of the 
Middle Ages. By 1632 Papley consisted of a single house, shown on a map of that year. The 
house, built in the late sixteenth-century, still stands and is called Papley Cottage. The 
location ofPapley is thus not in doubt. Eaglethorpe was totally depopulated in about 1570 by 
Richard Sapcote of Elton in Huntingdonshire, and in 1719 John Bridges the county historian 
noted that the site was still unoccupied. This observation seems perfectly reasonable until 
one looks at the group of houses that now form Eaglethorpe. One was built by Miles Orme 
shortly before his death in 1605, as we learn from his will. A second house, according to a 
datestone high on the wall, was built in 1646 by members of the Cuthbert family. Both of 
these are substantial houses that Bridges could not have overlooked in 1719. Furthermore, 
between these two houses is a third house, probably built too late in the eighteenth-century 
for Bridges to have seen it, but replacing an earlier house on the same site that had formed 
part of the endowment of Browne's Hospital, Stamford, in the late fifteenth cenrury. 
Because of the quality of the records of Browne's Hospital we know precisely what land the 
hospital owned in Warmington, and none of it was at a place called Eaglethorpe. Clearly the 
settlement of Eaglethorpe lay elsewhere in Warmington parish. The Sapcote family, who 
owned and depopulated Eaglethorpe, lived at Elton Hall, immediately over the parish and 
county boundary. A map ofWarmington made in 1612 and now at Oundle School shows a 
field named Eaglethorpe Close in that part of Warmington next to Elton Hall, and this must 
mark the site of the lost settlement of Eaglethorpe. 

Fortunately it is possible to trace some of the steps whereby the name Eaglethorpe 
migrated about a mile Westwards from a deserted hamlet on the edge of the parish to the 
Northern part of the main village. Miles Orme and the Cuthbert family knew their part of 
the village as Mill End, from the proximity of the watermill. In the early nineteenth-century, 
Miles Orme's house was enlarged in a suitable Jacobean style. These alterations included 
inserting a doorway which, from the heraldic devices carved on it, came from one of the 
Yorkist buildings at Fotheringhay, probably the castle. It is not at present clear which owner 
was responsible for this work, but it may well have been James Carr . We learn from the 
Gentleman's Magaz ine for August 1802 that Fotheringhay Castle was being used as a quarry 
for road metal, and asJames Carr was a highway surveyor it is possible that he was in a good 
position to acquire desirable loot like a doorway. In the third quarter of the 
nineteenth-century the house was owned by John Laurance, a land agent who was steward to 
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FIG 1 PART OF WARMINGTON, FROM THE OS 25 INCH MAP OF 1924 

the Earl of Carysfort. The Earl lived at Elton Hall, and Laurance would have had access to 
estate maps, and perhaps papers as well, where he would have seen the romantic-sounding 
name Eaglethorpe. He was also well aware of the Fotheringhay souvenir in his 
part-Jacobean, part-Jacobean Revival house, and he called his house Eaglethorpe House; 
both the name and the doorway appear in Whellan's Directory ·in 1874. By the early years of 
the present century the nearby Cuthbert house had been named Eaglethorpe Farm, 
following the lead of its more fashionable neighbour. The final step in transferring the name 
Eaglethorpe across the fields of Warmington was taken by the revisers of the Ordnance 
Survey 25-inch map in 1924. They boldly inscribed the name Eaglethorpe across that part of 
the map that should have been called Mill End. The transfer of the name was thus complete. 
Maps tell truth, and what maps tell the truth more convincingly than large-scale Ordnance 
Survey maps? 

* * * * * 



CHARITY SCHOOLS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AND THE 
S.P.C.K. 

JOANSIMON 

'A well-designed two-storey house with 
slated roof erected in 1712' is the descrip­
tion in the Victoria County History of the 
charity school for girls at Finedon, at that 
time 'a large village of 180 families' .1 

Evidently the building was originally 
thatched but it might now be described as a 
desirable Queen Anne residence, if some­
what austerely upright in design. It is hard 
to believe that, built by the lord of the 
manor and supported by an income of £78 
a year, it once lodged and maintained the 
daughters of twenty poor families, sixteen 
constantly spinning jersey to earn their 
keep, four keeping house and acquiring 
skills useful to ladies of the manor. As for 
the furtherance of piety and literacy, the 
professed purpose of the charity school by 
most accounts, this found a place in the 
interstices of work, at supper and on 
Sunday. Still less is recorded locally about a 
much larger 'working school' a few miles 
down the road at lrthlingborough, estab­
lished at about the same time by a retired 
local tradesman who used to call in daily to 
teach girls to write in the intervals of 
spinning. No building has survived in this 
case and the only memento of the founder 
is a stone plaque bearing his name which 
once marked a house for two widows he 
also endowed - it now lies in the parish 
church, silent testimony to the rebuilding 
oflrthlingborough High street. But in 1717 
an advertisement of the enterprise appeared 
in the annual circular of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, An 
Account of the Methods whereby Charity 
Schools have been Erected and Managed. A 
standard abbreviated entry under 'Artle­
borough', the traditional rendering of 
Irthlingborough, signalises a new charity 

1 Victoria County History of Northamptonshire m, 
1930, p. 196. 
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school for 60 girls but an unusual para­
graph follows. 

'This school deserves a particular History to 
be given of it, as an Example to other.places. 
By the assistance and direction of 2 charitable 
persons, one at the place, and the other at 
London, and the care of a good mistress, who 
was able to teach to knit and spin, as well as to 
read, this school is , from a small beginning 
for ld a week teaching each child to read, · 
become a considerable workhouse, where the 
children cloath themselves by their own 
Industry; and pay the mistress for their 
Learning, out of the earnings of their Labour, 
viz . those that knit ld a week, and the 
spinners 2d a week. '2 

It was not for the purpose of publicising 
'work-houses' for children that the 
S.P.C.K. had been launched in 1699, there 
had been various moves of the kind in 
preceding years. Its objective was a re­
formation of moral life by promotion of 
the Anglican faith at home and abroad, not 
least among the young, and it soon became 
involved in publicising charity schools 
with emphasis on catechitical instruction. 
This has earned the society the reputation 
of promoting elementary schools up and 
down the country as pioneer of the idea of 
free education for the lower orders. 3 But in 
practice this select, self-appointed, body 
was more inclined to deprecate the spread of 
education than to foster it, once criticism of 
charity schools surfaced, and the enthusias­
tic advertisement of the lrthlingborough 

2 The Methods used for Erecting Charity Schools with 
the rules and orders by which they are governed. A 
particular account of the London Charity-Schools: with a 
list of those erected elsewhere in Great Britain and Ireland . 
To which is added a particular account of such schools as are 
reported since last year to be set up, 17th ed. 1718. Cited 
below as Account, with date. 

3 This interpretation emerged from the standard 
study by M. G. ]ones, The Charity School Movement. A 
study of eighteenth century puritanism in action, 1938; 
' puritanism' being used , after Troeltsch, to imply 'an 
austere and devout religious temper' characterised by 
'pietism' not dogma, p. 6. · 
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PLATE 1. THE CHARITY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS ANNO DOM 1712 is the 
inscription over the front door of this 
Finedon building (Brian Simon) 

institution marked a turn to the workhouse 
solution as a means of disciplining the 
poor. Moreover, little reliance can be 
placed on estimates of the number of 
charity schools in the provinces published 
in the society's annual circulars up to 1724, 
as has been illustrated by analysis of the 
returns for two midland counties. 4 The 
position may be briefly summarised before 
turning to further evidence from North­
amptonshire. 

* * * * * * 
The prototype charity school appeared in 

Westminster in 1688, as an Anglican 
riposte to the Jesuit proselytising promoted 
by James 11. The pattern spread in London 
during the aftermath of the constitutional 
crisis, with support from the wealthy 
Dissenting interest, extending to meet 
obligations under the poor law. Well-to-do 
residents with slums on their doorsteps 
guaranteed regular subscriptions, amount­
ing to an additional poor rate, which 
earned them the right to elect the trustees 

4 John Simon, 'Was there a Charity School Move­
ment? The Leicestershire evidence', in B. Simon (ed), 
Leicestershire Schools 1540-1940, 1968, pp. 55-100; 
D .H . Webster, ' A Charity School Movement? The 
Lincolnshire evidence', Lincolnshire History and 
Archaeology, 15, 1980, pp . 39-46. 

to administer a school and to nominate 
children to places. Boys and girls were put 
into servant's uniform under discipline, to 
be taught the elements of religion, literacy, 
manual work and placed in service. The 
multiplication of local charity schools on 
this model forestalled municipal efforts to 
consolidate a central workhouse, and the 
linking of trustees of all London schools in 
a joint committee established a 'charity 
school movement' which exercised a 
marked influence on the political scene at 
critical moments. Only in 1724, after the 
eclipse of the high church party, was 
diocesan control extended over London 
charity schools which had too often tended 
to operate as private or party enterprises. It 
was at this moment that the S.P.C.K. 
directed its attention elsewhere. 

The society's contribution had been to 
supply cheap books, disseminate informa­
tion and advice and mount some highpo­
wered publicity in the form of anniversary 
sermons and celebrations. Its annual circu­
lars carried news of the spread of London 
charity schools and requests to correspond­
ing members in the counties to send 
information about like developments . But 
the charity school movement was essential­
ly a metropolitan phenomenon and there 
was usually only a single charity school to 
be notified here and there in urban areas 
with many poor. In addition, however, 
local correspondents sent in a variety of 
information about provision for the poor, 
ranging from the enumeration of free 
places in endowed schools operating for 
over a century to the temporary payment 
of school pen~e for one or two children. 
Each parish mentioned was duly listed in 
the next annual circular as if it had just 
acquired a new charity school. By adding 
up and adding together the resultant figures 
for each county the S.P.C.K. advertised an 
ever expanding annual total of charity 
schools - and historians have commonly 
reproduced the figures as testimony· ·of an 
S. P.C. K. - directed movement spreading 
throughout England. 
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PLATE 2. INSCRIPTION ON NICHO­
LAS LATHAM'S SCHOOLHOUSE AT 
WEEKLEY, 1620 (Brian Simon) 

It is nece~sary to be clear that the London 
model charity school was confined to the 
poor, by ruling out the usual payment to 
masters of entrance money or fees, and run 
by the body of subscribers who funded the 
salary and the provision of clothing. The 
traditional free school was endowed to 
serve a locality with a fund sufficient to 
provide a basic salary which in turn 
allowed for a certain number of free places. 
Many English schools had been established 
on these lines in the seventeenth century. 
Northamptonshire had five settled from 
1604 by Nicholas Latham, the puritan vicar 
ofBarnwell for fifty years. One had a room 
to teach girls and funds extended to cover 
clothing for forty-five free entrants, both 
innovations commonly assigned to the 
early eighteenth century. An inscription on 
the single surviving schoolhouse at Wee~­
ley (now a private dwelling) defines Its 
function as to teach children 'to write and 
read' , with no mention of the catechism, 
since in Latham's day it was the duty of the 
clergy to teach this, not to be thrust off 
onto schools. 5 It was in much the same 

5 This schoolhouse, dated 1624, was built after the 
founder's death by his patron Sir Edward Montagu. 
For the notable village schoolmaster 1845-1904, also a 
respected antiquarian and musician, sec Malcolm 
Seaborne, Education, 1966, plate 56. 

spirit that this puritan founder specified 
that no beneficed clergyman should ever 
hold the post of schoolmaster, no doubt the 
key factor in preserving his schools down 
the years for the intended purpose. Local 
schools of the kind continued to be 
established in considerable numbers during 
the decades after 1660 and through to the 
1730's: the more readily given a .rising 
demand for literacy at large and the fact 
that no ecclesiastical license was required as 
for Latin schools. It is mistaken to suppose 
that no one was interested in schooling 
except in terms of provision to discipline 
the poor. 

The S.P.C.K. had been at work for 
barely a decade when a tory victory at the 
polls in 1710 presaged a high c?urch party 
campaign against the toleratlo~ act. I~ 
opened with a strong attack on dissenters 
support for charity schools ~nd,. as they 
withdrew in disgust, Jacobite mfluence 
spread in London schools, in a volatile 
situation, to a level that created a scandal 
during and after 'the 1715'. There fo~lowed 
a Whig counter attack on close vestnes and 
their conduct, including charity schools . 
Caught in the cross fire the S.P.~.K., 
whose membership stretched from high to 
low church, fell in with mounting criticism 
that there had been overschooling of the 
poor. Consequently news of the North­
amptonshire spinning establishment was 
gratefully received and immediately fol­
lowed up as a model of placing lab~ur 
before learning, to which all chanty 
schools might now approximate. It is of 
more than local interest, therefore, to 
consider further records of this enterprise. 
It may then be asked how the remainder of 
the list of local 'charity schools' was 
compiled and whether the S.P .C. K. in~ti­
ated any steps taken in the county dunng 
the first quarter of the century. The end 
date of 1724 is requisite because the figures 
for that year were never updated but 
merely restated for the rest of the century. 
Meanwhile the society had issued, in 1725, 
an alternative 'account of workhouses' and 
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'charity schools for promoting work and 
labour'. 6 

Consideration of charity schools should 
properly begin with the provisions of the 
poor law, and there is one instance of 
relevant research relating to Cam­
bridgeshire, followed by an informed 
discussion oflocal charity schools up to the 
waning of interest in 'the 1720's, even in 
Cambridge. 7 Otherwise the usual approach 
has been to begin with the S.P.C.K. 's role 
as interpreted by M.G. ]ones, rather than 
with local evidence. This is the course 
taken in the only survey of schooling at this 
period in a single county, Cheshire, with 
results so confusing as to further a belief 
that the society sponsored 29 local charity 
schools when it claimed no more than 9 
itself. 8 The position in Leicestershire and in 
Lincolnshire has been investigated by fol­
lowing up information published by the 
society in the light of local history. The 
S.P.C.K. reported a particularly long list of 
'charity schools' for Linconshire, evidently 
reproduced from a diocesan survey of local 
schools. 9 But only 9 of the 86 entries relate 
to charity schools; five in the cathedral 
town, one apiece in Boston, Spalding, 
Spilsby, Stamford. By comparison the 
Northamptonshire list has 46 entries of 

6 An Account of Several Work-houses for Employing and 
Maintaining the Poor. As also of several Charity Schools 
for Promoting Work and Labour, 1725; rev. and enlarged 
1732; reprinted as An Account of the Workhouses in Great 
Britain in the year 17 32, 3rd ed. 1786. 

7 E.H. Hampson, The Treatment of Poverty in 
Cambridgeshire, 1597-1834, Cambridge Studies in 
Economic History, ed. J.H. Clapham, 1934: 'Charity 
Schools and Endowed Elementary Schools 1660-
1800', VCH Cambridgeshire ii, 1948, pp. 339-45, where 
the danger of miscounting or doublecounting schools 
is noted. 

8 D. Robson, Some Aspects of Education in Cheshire in 
the Eighteenth Century Chetham Society 1966, Chapter 
I, Appendix I. Geoffrey Holmes, Augustan Englartd. 
Proj"~ssions, State and Society 1680-1730, 1982, p. 54. 

The society was advised in February 1719, by a 
Northamptonshire correspondent, to procure the 'list 
of Charity schools in the Bishop of Lincoln's diocese 
obtained by his Lordship in his late visitation'; 
S.P.C.K. Archives CR1/9 5935. I wish to thank the 
archivist of the S.P.C.K., Dr. Gordon Huelin, for 
assistance in consulting the society's records. 

which six relate to the main towns and two 
to townships in the industrialised area of 
Kettering, namely Finedon and Irthling­
borough. It was primarily on the latter that 
attention focussed. 

* * * * * * 
The local correspondent who first sent 

news of the spinning workhouse was the 
rector of Kettering, Thomas Allen; then in 
his thirties, he had been installed two years 
before and was to remain in office until his 
death in 1755. Writing to the society on 4 
July 1717 he began by deploring the four 
dissenting meeting places in his parish - for 
Independents, Anabaptists, Quakers. Also 
deplorable, given a rising population, was a 
free school 'almost useless' because 'res­
trained to teach Latin' whereas the endow­
ment of some £50 a year might well 
support a charity school. There followed a 
description, abstracted in the society's 
letter book, of the position at Irthlingbor­
ough and how it had come about. 

'That there's a charity school for girls at 
Artleborough where the children are taught 
and clothed and set to work. That two Ladys 
at London and Mr Trigg a private person in 
that parish at the first erection gave 2/6 
entrance for every girl, and about 2d a week 
and the Girls friends to have the benefit of 
their work. That the mistress now contents 
herself with only the 2d . . . without the 
entrance moriey, and the children earn about 5 
or 6 pence a day each so that they half 
maintain some of their parents. That Mr 
Trigg has lately built them a schoolhouse and 
that Ladys send them books etc from London. 
The children eat at home and the parents find 
it their interest ·as well as duty to be 
industrious' .10 

1° CR1/7 5263. Later letters from the rector indicate 
how far the poor were forced to rely on the earnings 
of children so that these were bound to the poorest 
trades of weaver or cobbler when 'being oppressed 
they often, before they have served their time, run 
away' to the loss of all. CR1/9, 4 July 1717; CRl/10, 
6472, 16 May 1720. As for the grammar school, 
exploited by a charlatan who moved on to Oundle 
grammar school, Alien himself later held the mas­
tership from 1722 to his death, F. W. Bull, History of 
Kettering, 1891, p. 117; Supplement, 1908, pp. 32ff. 
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An immediate response from the society 
requested information about the nature of 
the children's work, as detailed as possible, 
which was received in due course from its 
chief informant about the county. This was 
Robert Watts, vicar of Great Gidding near 
Huntingdon, who also held a curacy at 
Winwick under the patronage of the Duke 
of Montagu. After a personal visit to 
Irthlingborough .in October he reported 
that Mr Trigg was a retired shopkeeper, 
with no children of his own. He had built 
the workhouse in about 1711, reaching an 
understanding with the mistress, who had 
conducted a dame school since 1705, that 
she teach reading and spinning. To this end 
he 'built a convenient house consisting of 
two long rooms for the children to spin in, 
convenient lodging garrets above, and 
sellars underneath, besides a galary in the 
church for the mistress and children'. 
Moreover it was he who 'prevailed with 
Mrs Marriott, wife of Mr Marriott in 
Fetter Lane to pay for the teaching of some 
of the children, the number of which are 
now increased to about 60'. 11 Trigg did not 
procure the wool but had 'prevail' d with a 
Jersey Comber' to employ the children and 
pay their earnings 'by which means their 
industry is so encouraged that they work 
about 15 or 16 hours in the day in summer 
and 13 or 14 in winter'. He also provided 
bibles, prayer books, testaments, catech­
isms, while Mr Marriott had sent fifty 
bibles last summer. Moreover 'Mr Trigg 
comes almost every day, and spends two or 
three hours in teaching such children as are 
capable of learning writing and accounts'­
capable, that is, in an interval of up to 16 
hours work a day. 

Further details emerge in the write-up of 
this institution in the account of work­
houses issued in 1725. Once the two 
charitable persons undertook payment of 

11 CR1/8 5372, 5392. The reference is presumably 
to Matthew Marriott, the enthusiastic advocate of the 
workhouse at parish level with whom the society later 
made common cause. 

the schoolpence to the mistress , the chil­
dren's earnings were docked only 1d a 
week towards the wheel and reel used 
which they took away when leaving, 
evidently to continue working at home. 
Should clothing be required, 6d a fortnight 
was deducted from earnings varying from 
12d to 2s 6d a week. Parents were so 
interested that they allowed childre~ 'only 
a little intermission for Dinner' in a day 
extending from 5 a. m. in summer to 8 or 9 
p.m. at night and for over twelve hours in 
winter. Prepared wool for spinning and 
yarn for knitting were supplied once a 
fortnight by two jersey combers, from 
Northampton and Wellingborough, the 
finished work went to Coventry for serges. 
Firing for winter was provided by gather­
ing bean-stubble which local farmers deli­
vered free, the mistress leading the whole 
school out for the day for this task. The 
original number of 60 girls was said to have 
increased by over 40 more 'children of 
substantial parents ' who paid fees , to make 
up a total of over 100 of both sexes, aged 
from 4 to 18. Here was a working school 
supported by only £20 a year 'yet the 
profits of it every fortnight, are from 
twenty to twenty-five pounds' calculated 
to bring £500 to £600 a year 'benefit to the 
town', an economic asset which does not 
appear to be recorded locally. It is added, 
almost as an afterthought and without 
explanation as to the manner of the 
achievement, that the children's work is so 
ordered 'that 'tis no manner of hindrance' 
to 'learning to read and say the catechism, 
the common prayer, the collects for the day 
and other useful books of instruction'. 12 

The gentlemen of the S.P.C.K. quickly 
decided to spread news of this initiative, 
and in February 1719 the rector of Ketter­
ing reported a visit to the mistress who was 
quite ready to give instructions about her 
method of organisation to anybody sent 
down by the society, as requested. Nine 

12 Account of Workhouses, 1786 ed., pp. 155-6. 
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years on he expressed willingness to call 
again, reporting that the mistress and Trigg 
has both been living some years before. 13 

But the latter's will dates from 1728. 
Recorded by the charity commissions, it 
gives little idea of the institution described, 
merely indicating the settlement of a rent 
charge of £17, deriving from his house and 
shop, to support 56 poor children of the 
parish, 29 learning to read and knit, 35 to 
read and spin; parents were to receive 
earnings to find books, tools and materials, 
while ach child remaining three years was 
to have a bible and, on 5 November, half a 
loaf of bread. 14 Despite the S.P.C.K.'s 
tenuous connection with events on the 
ground - it was essentially a London-based 
organisation, and the single secretary never 
visited the provinces - the annual circulars 
assumed the continued operation of schools 
once reported on unless a change was 
notified. In 1722 the secretary, writing to 
persuade a potential donor to part with a 
considerable sum, enlarged on the virtues 
of introducing work in school. Recent 
criticisms had been that servants were 
harder to get so wages had risen, children 
left villages to be bound to trade depriving 
farms of labour, or were habituated to 
'thumbing their books and contracting 
such habits as do not prepare them for an 
active and useful life'. Accordingly it was 
recognised that 'a working charity school is 
in all respects preferable to one without 
labour' for the good both both children and 
the public. A mere £10 could transform a 
charity school into a workshop, so £200 
could transform twenty. As each became 
self-supporting, by disposing of the pro­
duce of labour, the premium would be 
freed for fresh use and within a decade two 
hundred schools would have given place to 
workhouses. It is Trigg's enterprise that 

13 CR1/9 5347, CR1 / 14 9896. 
14 Cd 2941 , p. 78. Report made to the Board of 

Education as the result of an enquiry into Endowments 
subject to the provisos of the Charitable Trusts A cts 
1853-1894, and appropriated . .. to purposes of elementary 
education (Administrative County of Northampton). 
Henceforth B of E 1906. 

provides the illustration. Let the prospec­
tive benefactor only visit Irthlingborough 

'to see how eagerly the children press to go to 
school by 5 o'clock in the summer mornings 
and grudge every hour they spend out of it, 
they make reading and writing their diversion 
and the gain they make by their labour makes 
'em impatient to return to it again, and all this 
conducted by one old woman who could 
scarce write her name when she first opened 
her school which has now about 100 children 
in it, and her husband who was a day labourer 
before is now preferr' d to be her usher'. 15 

No such blur marks the glowing account 
printed in 1725 which appears to have 
convinced J ones that 'the intellectual and 
spiritual development' of the Irthlingbor­
ough children was well attended to by the 
mistress, Mrs Harris, that 'busy and 
efficient woman' who took everything in 
her stride, from spinning to scripture. 16 

Also accepted in every detail is the account 
in the same publication of the Finedon 
girls' charity school, housed in a building 
erected by Sir Gilbert Dolben who owned 
the manorhouse across the way, next to the 
church. A son of the archbishop of York, 
he was a sponsor of the Sons of the Clergy 
corporation among other concerns and it 
was his wife who was active locally, once 
more with assistance from London. In this 
case there were 20 girls accommodated on 
the premises of whom 16 were set to spin 
and their earnings, said to be £1.4s a week, 
docked to support the institution. They 
were never 'tasked' at more than 4d a day, 
the report ran, and 'all the great girls get 
besides they have for themselves'; little 
girls, still learning, were tasked at 2d or 3d. 
Meanwhile fou'r girls who had reached 17 
and were able to read, underwent training 
as 'housewives' while performing the 
duties, one being given special instruction 
by the mistress in brewing, milking, 
writing and accounts. Placement as domes-

15 S.P.C.K. Letter Book, vol.12, pp. 48-52; original 
draft of letter ofHenry Newman, 15 December 1722. 
Seventeen years after starting the original dame school 
the mistress might be getting on in years. 

16 Jones 89-90. 
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tic servants followed . As for the majority 
of girls 'learning to read etc' three at a time 
were summoned from the spinning room 
(or as long as the mistress 'thinks proper', 
until all had been heard 'every morning and 
afternoon'. Daily attendance at the neigh­
bouring parish church served for religious 
instruction, while at the supper table 
chapters and psalms were read, there was 
grace and afterwards prayers. On Sunday 
books prepared for charity schools were 
read, the catechism memorised, services 
attended. Girls who had the collect of the 
week by heart might then go home to visit 
parents, indicating a local recruitment even 
if this was a boarding establishment17 

The standard study by ]ones was com­
piled before the S.P.C.K. records had been 
reduced to order, so it lacks detailed 
references. But no good grounds can be 
traced for the judgment that Finedon and 
Irthlingborough must rank as two of 'the 
four model schools in the provinces' 
rendered such by 'the quality of their 
teachers'; a judgment even less easy to 
understand in the light of the claim that the 
'literary curriculum' scored a 'clear victory' 
over labour in recognised charity schools .18 

It is doubtful how long working schools 
remained operative, but by 1810 Finedon 
had only four to six girls, chosen from the 
largest families in the parish, engaged in 
lacemaking; soon after, given falling rents 
and rising costs, only one was left. 
Lace-making was the resort when the 
spinning trade, once the great employment 
of the poor, lapsed, as the charity commis­
sioners commented, but 'lace schools' in 
the county, at Middleton Cheney and 
Spratton, were small affairs held in the 
house of an instructress. 19 In 1818 the 
rector of Middleton Cheney stated in an 
official return that he managed to instruct 

17 Account of Workhouses, pp . 157-8. 
18 Jones, 95, 108. Not even the name of the Finedon 

mistress seems known . The Irthlingborough one, 
familiarly called Mrs Harris figures in an S.P.C.K. 
minute of January 1719 as Frances Warren , Sm/63, 29 
January 1718/19. 

19 VCH Northampton.shire ii , p. 289. 

girls, set to the lace pillow from the age of 
four, on Wednesday and Saturday after­
noons when the boys were on holiday from 
school. 20 It might be added that to apply 
the term 'literary curriculum' to the girls' 
schedule inside charity schools is particu­
larly misleading. Besides domestic work, 
all the care and mending of clothes fell to 
them and they were commonly enga'ged in 
knitting as well as sewing, leaving occasion 
to attain only a modicum of proficiency in 
one of the three R's, even if all were 
taught. 21 

It is apparent that the S.P .C.K. did 
nothing to initiate either of the schools 
discussed. On the other hand, having 
advertised them, the society sought sup­
port from the proponents for other aspects 
of its work. Robert Watts applied to the 
London office for copies of tracts to press 
on William Trigg and to pass to another 
local member of the society who knew 
Lady Dolben and might engage her, too, to 
'support its good designs'. 22 

* * * * * * 
To turn now to additional information 

sent to London from Northamptonshire 
which led to the listing of 44 more 'charity 
schools' in the county, the first poiht to 
note is that little came to hand for years. 
The society recruited members by invita­
tion and this took time, while two corres­
pondents initially selected seem rapidly to 
have lapsed for one reason or another. In 
any case only after nine years did the first 
solid information come to hand, and then 
from a correspondent in Stamford. It 
relates to a chapel and school at Ashton-in­
Oundle, endowed with £20 a year, which 
immediately figured in Account 1709 as 'a 
charity school newly founded and en­
dowed' and shortly as accommodating '30 
or 40 children'. A hamlet with some 

20 B of E 1906, pp. 62-3, 156-7. 
2 1 David Owen, English Philanthropy 1660-1960, 

1960, p. 28. 
22 CR 1 /9 5750, 5800. 
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twenty-five families, Ashton had gained in 
1705 a replacement for a dilapidated chapel 
of ease, where prayers could be read when 
weather prevented attendance at the parish 
church of Oundle some miles away; to this 
a schoolroom and dwelling were attached. 
'This chapel and free-school' ran a tablet 
inside the chapel, is intended 'to instruct 
the youth of Ash ton in the principles of the 
Christian religion and also to teach the 
children to read and write gratis'. The land 
had been designated by John Creed before 
his death in 1702, the project realised by his 
son, then completed after the latter's death 
in the battle of Blenheim by his daughter 
Jemima, while additional land was contri­
buted by Lady Hatton. 23 

This added a seventh item to an exiguous 
list of 'charity schools' in the county. Only 
one entry is directly to the point, a mention 
of efforts to get a school going at 
Kettering. Two years on Account 1711 
recorded a schoolhouse at Weston Favell 
with an annual income of £5 to cover the 
teaching of 15 poor children and an added 
sum to apprentice one child. The informa­
tion, evidently casually acquired, was 
inaccurate in part and tastelessly phrased, 
given the donors were grieving parents, the 
Ekins, commemorating a sixteen-year old 
daughter who had recently died. Dismayed 
protest reached the London office from 
Mrs Ekins' brother, Thomas Green of 
Leicester, with a request the item be edited. 
The Green family provides another Lon­
don link with local initiative, for Mrs 
Ekins' mother Mrs Green and another 
brother William, a brewer, were the chief 
movers in the setting up of the prototype 
bluecoat school in the parish of St Mar­
garet's Westminster in 1688. 24 

One of the main points to emerge from a 
review of developments in Northampton­
shire is how far Londoners engaged in the 
capital also contributed outside it by 

23 Account 1709 p. 14. John Bridges, History of 
Northamptonshire, 1791, ii, 401 ff. The Creeds were 
also approached by Watts to support the S.P.C.K. 
after the school came to notice. 

24 S.P.C.K. Original Letters, File 2 3059; see 
Simon, 1987. 

PLATE 3. ASHTON-BY -OUNDLE. A 3 
bayed building, the first two bays mark the 
chapel, the third the schoolroom with 
adjoining master's house, 1706 (Brian 
Simon) 

providing stimulation and assistance, as 
had been the longstanding pattern. It was, 
after all, to London grocers that North­
ampton and Oundle owed earlier school 
endowments, to a London draper that 
Daventry was indebted, while Finedon had 
a school for boys which should have been 
named 'the free school of Richard Walker, 
citizen of London' had its foundation been 
formally completed. As it was £500 left in 
1580 established a free English school and a 
building which is the only unaltered Tudor 
schoolhouse in the county, now carefully 
tended by a private owner. Such schools 
multiplied in the later seventeenth century 
and into the eighteenth, as already noted. 
In 1694 William Bliss, wine-cooper of 
Southwark, left £515 for a school free to 
the parish of Nether Heyford and all of his 
name within five miles. In 1712 Nathaniel 
Billing, London vintner born in W eedon 
Beck, left £800 'towards the teaching of a 
free school' in that parish, sufficient to 
provide schoolhouse, master's house and 
free places for twenty boys. These were 
entitled to coats, caps, shoes, so that they 
might be decent in church but required to 
vacate their places after two years - had 
they learned to read, write and do accounts 
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- so that these benefits might be widely 
spread among the parish poor. 25 London 
gifts commonly specified both writing and 
a_ccounts, as required for employment in 
offices or warehouses. 

The S. P.C. K. never heard of these 
schools, nor others of the kind. Only once 
was there active engagement in setting up 
an intended charity school, to assist the 
vicar of Y elvertoft, Francis Laurence, who 
wrote in that he had promises to enable the 
teaching of 14 children and clothing 8 of 
them leaving something over for books. 
The purpose of clothing was 'to have the 
faster hold of the subscribers' and keep 
children 'under government' - the standard 
reasons for the step, besides decency in 
church- and he requested a pattern of the 
uniform the society advertised to copy. 
Asked for the sex and age of the children 
and the colour, the vicar specified a boy 

PLATE 4. SCHOOLHOUSE FOR 'THE 
FREE SCHOOL OF RICHARD WAL­
KER, CITIZEN OF LONDON' at Fine­
don, built 1595 (Brian Simon) 

25 B of E 1906, pp. 61-2, 133-4. Bridges i, 96, 324. 

and girl of ten and blue lined with yellow, 
only to learn that the costing did not cover 
lining. In November he returned thanks for 
£5 sent by 'the gentlemen of the society' -
the extent to which support could be 
extended from limited funds to help 
projects off the ground- reporting that 16 
chilsfren were being taught, 10 clothed. 
The following year he wrote of a promised 
benefaction of £100, once more from 
London, and moves to establish 'a charity 
schoolhouse for readers and spirmers'. But 
by 1713 he was more interested in his 
success in 'planting a serious sense of 
religion in the place' for, despite difficulties 
with the school, he now had thirty 
catechumens each Sunday. By 1714 clo­
thing had gone by the board in favour of 
augmenting the master's salary and 'all the 
poor children of the parish' were being 
'taught gratis'. Nor does spinning find 
further mention, the main concern being 
that the £12 salary available was insufficient 
to attract a good schoolmaster. In the 
account of this school by Bridges, the 
London benefactor is named as Mr Ashby, 
a merchant. Local inhabitants matched his 
gift by subscribing to a fund which 
provided a sufficient sum to purchase land 
and build a schoolhouse vested in trustees -
the traditional practice, rather than depend­
ing on subscriptions - and in later years the 
trust figures as Y elvertoft Educational 
Endowment. 26 By contrast the building 
put up by William Trigg in Irthlingbor­
ough was taken over, like many another, 
by the National Society for Promoting the 
Education of the Poor in the Principles of 
the Established Church, that high church 
successor to the S.P.C.K., with an active 
Northamptonshire branch. In 1886 the 
building was put up for sale and part of the 
proceeds went to build a new schoolhouse 
still used as a Sunday school. 27 But no 
doubt it would be possible to locate the site 

26 S.P.C.K.CR1/3 2629, 2879, 3205; CR1/5 3796, 
5005; CR1/6 4629. Bridges i, 610. The account book 
of this trust is in the County Record Office. 

27 B of E 1906, pp. 78-9. 
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PLATE 5. YELVERTOFT SCHOOL­
HOUSE AND TEACHER'S DWELL­
ING, 1792, WITH LATER ADDITIONS 
(Brian Simon) 

where so many children, aged 4 to 18, once 
sat spinning for so many hours on end. 

The later extension of the list of North­
amptonshire 'charity schools' may be 
briefly summarised. The count of 12 in 
1711 rose to 26 in 1715, reached 38 three 
years later 4nd in 1719 stood at . 42. But 
these additions, rather than reflecting a 
mushroom growth of provision for the 
poor, attest to the diligent reporting of 
Robert Watts. One discovery wa.s an 
income of £11 for Blisworth, settled before 
the Reformation and paid by Crown grant 
since 1548, while five other entries relate t,s> 
the Latham endowments of over a cen­
tury's standing. Once the Watts letters 
cease, in 1719, the list steadies for several 
years until a few more items from other 
sources take the final count to 46. To 
subtract endowments settled before 1700, 
however, and eliminate two errors leaves 
31 cases to consider. 28 Twelve are instances 
of small sums donated by the clergy or 
support 'during pleasure', without any 
settlement, from the Whig estates of 
Montagu and Spencer. But aid to a dozen 
parishes may seem somewhat meagre, in 
the light of the period's reputation for 
philanthropy, by comparison with the 
almost mandatory contributions from gen­
try and clergy a century later. 29 There 

remain 19 entries, 11 of them relating to 
provision of schooling, and schoolhouses, 
for local people. 30 The smallest sum was 
£2, settled at Harringworth, the largest 
£1000 willed in 1717 by Sir John Germain, 
owner of that immense edifice Drayton 
Hall, to build and endow Lowick school to 

PLATE 6. LOWICK SCHOOL, EN­
DOWED BY SIRJOHN GERMAIN 1717 
(Brian Simon) 

28 The earlier foundations (with incorrect spelling 
and date of endowment inserted) are: Blisworth 
(Disworth) 1548; Barnwell 1604; Hemington and 
Loddington 1620; Weekley and Warkton 1620; Brig­
stock 1620; Oundle where the two schools listed are 
apparently both Latham's, boys and girls; Preston 
Capes 1647; Aynhoe (Aino) 1654; Aldwinkle 1663; 
Scaldwell and Brixworth 1665; Walgrave 1670; Little 
Houghton 1673; Errors, it seems, are Syresham 
(Sayresham) to be combined with Whitfield, and 
Crick (Creke) where the incumbent reported failure to 
raise £10 annually for a master and the sum was 
mistakenly entered as an endowment, CRl/8 5272. 

29It is recorded. that the Montagu estate paid £12 a 
year for 20 poor children at Geddington, the Spencer 
estate sufficient to cover 30 at Great Brington from 
1691. Watts reported support for 12 girls at Castle 
Ashby and Rockingham is also mentioned as training 
domestic servants like Finedon, but no corroboration 
for either has been found. Two 'private persons ', 
neither gentry nor 'clerics presumably, gave sums to 
teach 5 at Polebrook, 4 at Pilton. Two pluralist clergy 
paid for teaching some poor at each of their livings , 
Thorpe Achurch and Addington in one case Denton 
(Dainton) and Whiston where the incumbent was 
William Bissett, chaplain to Queen Caroline . A more 
considerable effort was a fund to cover free teaching of 
14 at Norton , near Daventry. 

30 Several have already been m entioned. Greens 
Norton 1704; Weston Favell1704; Ashton-by-Oundle 
1705; Sulgrave 1712; Yelvertoft (Yelverton) 1715; 
Lowick 1717; Stow Nine Churchas 1719; Helmedon 
1723. Small sums are recorded for Raunnds (Raunce) 
1704; Harringworth 1705; Whitfield 1708. 
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teach reading, writing, accounts, with 
sewing as well for girls. Free places were 
specified for 12 boys and 6 girls but 
otherwise pay scholars were taken on the 
traditional pattern. The building still 
stands, on a corner of the street, but in a 
sorry state. 31 

Finally 8 entries record endowments in 
urban areas, in 1706 to teach reading and 
writing at Daventry, in 1707 for the same 
purpose at Northampton, in 1719 at 
Peterborough with arithmetic added, 
schools known locally under the benefac­
tor's name rather than supported by 
subscriptions. At Wellingborough, Angli­
can instruction was prescribed for a school 
endowed in 1711, according to the 
S.P.C.K., encouraged by 'the late Lord 
Brooke'. The society's list also allots two 
charity schools to Kettering but corres­
pondence suggests that the rector was · still 
having trouble in establishing one, for 
girls, in 1720 and only one is recorded 
later. 32 It is of some interest that Welling­
borough and Kettering were among the 
earliest towns t9 organise workhouses on 
the pattern first introduced in 1714 by 
Marriott at Olney, and championed from 
the 1720's by the S.P.C.K., also that 
Peterborough employed Marriott directly. 
The Rev. Thomas All en deplored the 
management of the new Kettering work­
house, his parish had been better governed 
and the poor better served, he informed the 
society, before it was erected; matters were 
much better handled in Holland. 33 

The S.P.C.K. had other concerns besides 
workhouses to which to turn attention. In 
March 1721 Benjamin Fraunces, who had 
collected a fund to finance the schooling of 
14 boys at N orton, informed the society 

3 1 B of E 1906, pp. 93-4. Clothing was later 
provided for those holding free places by an additional 
sum settled by Lady Germain in 1725, a second wife 
who lost three children in infancy . 

32 B of E 1906 46-9, 136-8; Digest of Schools and 
Charities for Education , 1842, 200, 201. S.P.C.K. 
CRl/10 6305, 6353, 6372. 

33 A ccount of Workhouses, 160. S.P.C.K. CRl/14 
9896, 1 October 1728. 

that 'having importuned his friends' on this 
account he really could not ask for more 
towards the printing of the New Testa­
ment in Arabic- the matter then engaging 
much of the society's attention. Indeed 
when the largest donation received at this 
time came to hand in 1729, as it happened 
from Northamptonshire, the interest 
earned went to binding and despi tching 
that translation overseas. 34 Also in the 
county, it is worth recalling, at Stow Nine 
Churches was the estate in which the Sons 
of the Clergy invested, when a much larger 
legacy came its way from the master of an 
Oxford college. 35 This corporation which 
concentrated on the schooling of a particu­
lar class of poor, the orphans of impover­
ished incumbents, was to come to the fore 
in the later years of the century. 

Only the Northamptonshire parishes 
listed by the S.P.C.K. as possessing 'char­
ity schools' have been considered here, it 
should be emphasised, the overall position 

PLATE 7. MONUMENT OF NICHO­
LAS LA THAM IN BARN WELL 
CHURCH (Brian Simon) 

34 CR1/10 6643, CR1 /15 10985. The legacy of 
£4000 came from Lady Palmer of Carlton . 

35 E.H. Pearce, The Sons of the Clergy 1655-1904, 
1904, pp. 78-80, 116-18. The sum was £18,000 from 
Dr Turner, president of Corpus Christi, in 1714. 
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on the ground remains to be investigated at 
the level oflocal history. Clearly there was 
a good deal going on during the decades 
from 1680 to 1730. It has been suggested 
that the aftermath of the 1688 'revolution' 
was 'one of the great periods of fermenta­
tion in English history', a period of change 
as dynamic as the 1530's or the 1790's36 It is 
hardly adequate to . review educational 

36 Geoffrey Holmes, 'Religion and party in late 
Stuart England', Politics, Religion and Society in England 
1679-1742, 1986, 181. 

* * * 

developments at such a period as if the key 
factor were the launching of the S.P.C.K. 
and only the schooling of the poor was in 
question. More generally it may seem that 
the early eighteenth century accorded itself 
too high a reputation for charity, given the 
manner in which the S.P.C.K. abandoned 
the charity school. It certainly seems that 
no Northamptonshire benefactor of this 
age did as much for local primary school­
ing as Nicholas Latham quietly achieved a 
century earlier. 

* * 



A MISSING NORTHAMPTON PAPER 
JEREMY BLACK 

The only surviving evidence of an early Northampton paper, of which no copies are known 
to exist, can be found in the pages of its rival, the first Northampton paper, the famous 
Northampton Mercury. The intention of this note is to print this evidence and, it is hoped, 
inspire further search for the paper. The paper, the Northampton Journal and its printer J ames 
Pasham, are obscure figures. Their arrival was not greeted warmly by the existing paper. In 
the issue of the Mercury for 9 July 1722 appeared the following article. 

Northampton 1 July 7 
The Readers of this Northampton Mercury are desired to take Notice} That the Printers hereof 

(R. Raikes and W. Dicey) have not thought fit to alter the Cut in their Title-Page} the Manner of 
Folding their Paper1 nor the Day of Publishing it: But1 a Sheep-skin Proprietor having offer}d to the 
Publick a Sheet and a Half of Waste Paper1 embellished with the intended Ef.figie of her late Majesty 
Q. Anne1 but more like the Wooden Head of the Artist that did it1 when stuck upon Tenterhooks} 
and thrust it into the World under the Name of Northampton Journal} designing to make Use of the 
Word Northampton} as a Cloak to introduce a Novice into the Custom of some few of our 
Well-wishers: We therefore take the Opportunity to warn them of the Design} which cannot but be 
Honourable in Men of Hide-bound Principles 1 like the new Upstart Author} who 1 bigotted in 
himself, and nurtured in his foolish Opinion by others J has lavishly thrown away Money on a Press 1 

more for the Consumption of Paper1 than the Benefit he can pretend will accrue to him 1 or hi:s. The 
Introduction to his first Parcel of Bum-Fodder showsforth 1 how much his Design tends to the Publick 
Good; but now 1 we would willingly know 1 Whether he that cannot write his Mother Tongue} 
especially when standing Candidate for Professor of Theory 1 can 1 or may expect any Office or 
Employment in a School of Learning} unless to carry away the Excrements of those young Boys} 

- who} barely prompted by Nature} attain to more knowledge than ever his doting Brain could yet 
fathom 1 or the Correction of a Birch Rod drive into his thick and stupid Cranium: For} if we do but 
peruse the last Half Sheet1 published by the Noisy Animal (who 1 like the Fly on a Wheel} cried out} 
What a Dust do I raise?) we shall find} that Fifety literal Faults will not excuse the Imposition he 
has thrust on his Country; and1 had not his 20 Correspondents (whom he mentions) in Carter' Lane 
corrected his first sheet for him by confining his Tool of a Compositor to an indefatigable Week 1s 
Labour1 in taking out Doubles and putting in Omissions} each sentence would have broke the Teeth 
of a Welshman before he could have uttered them 1 and have puzzled the nicest Wit of the Age to 
define their Meaning. Indeed1 we are sorry for the Old Doatard1 but more for the unhappy Boy of 
Twenty One that serves him} and is obliged to keep Silence} lest the first Word he speaks should 
proclaim him a F-l; and then 1 where will be the Distinction between an Opinionated Master} a 
Cypher of a Journeyman} and a Good for Nothing Salesman? Who like so many Tantalus}s vexed 
in Hell 1 are hunting for that Fruit which is their continued A.ffiiction by representing to their Eyes 
what they cannot obtain 1 as a Punishment adequate to their Past Folly and Vices. 

The following issue of the paper, which appeared on 16 July, warned of another attack, 

N. B. Our Readers1 we hope1 will not think we have forgot to answer the elaborate Epistle 
published in the Northampton Journal of Saturday last1 by Tipling Jack} and his Man Hob; for in 
our next we shall most faithfully describe the Ignorance of the one} and Insolence of the other; to 
which will be carefully annexed} A Key to open the Brandy man 1s Closet Door; Or1 A judicious 
Survey of Pasham 1s Irish Curiosities} with the common Defect of Literature excepted} and the 
ignorant Charge of that Author proved to his Disadvantage. All of which would have been inserted 
in this Mercury 1 had we had Room. 1 

339 
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The attack appeared a week later on the front two pages of the paper. 

Gentlemen, etc. 
Being willing to fulfil that old English Phrase-: Be sure he as good as your Word, we have inserted a 
Specimen of the Curiosities contained in Pasham's Northampton Journal' of July 7, and also that of 
the 14th, pursuant to the Notice we gave our Readers in this Mercury of the 16th, viz, 
I . The Author of the aforesaid Northampton Journal, says in his Introduction to No. 1. That his 
Paper will be of general Use, and is designed for the Publick Good: So far we think he is right;for it 
is fit to wrap up Drugs, and keep Shirts clean; and this is obvious from his insolent Treatment of 
most of the ingenious Men that ever engaged in Weekly Performances, whom he ridiculously 
lampoons with borrowed Wit, (Scandal, I should have said) not considering, that in endeavouring to 
expose them, he at once discovers their Beauties, and his own Imperfections. 
II. As for what this Author says concerning the Reverend and Learned BEN HARRIS tho' there is 
no danger of this Journal's ever meriting the Pillory , or to die by the Hands of the Executioner, (for it 
will soon execute itself), yet, as we are credibly informed, a certain Person ·concerned therein will not 
have his D eserts, till he has been under the Hands of the latter. How ever, we shall not trace the 
Author any farther through his pyrated and dark Encomiums on those whose works, when compared 
with his, render them worthy of the Laurel, whilst he, the more he writes, lives least regarded, and 
dies most abhorred; like the noted Romish Historian Lucan, who was so bitter towards every one he 
spoke of, that he was call'd (as though from Rabies) Rabienus, whose Books being burned, Cassius 
Severus, a Reader of them, hearing of it, said, Then I ought myself to be burnt, because I have 
gotten them all by heart. 
Ill. Our new Author's Notion of a Grammatical Style, evidently appears in his Paragraph about 
Mr Young's being robbed by three Irishmen, Two of which (says he) is taken; then he makes them 
Two Three; for in Page 4 he tells ye, One Carrick is committed to Newgatefor the same Fact: Now 
you must note, Carrick was one of the Two before spoken of- That's one Curiosity, (as he says) 
and not to be found in any other Paper. 
IV. In another Paragraph he says, This Day there was so many Ounces of Gold have been exported 
to Holland. - That's another of his Irish Rarieties . 
V. In the single Advertisement in the last Page, he placed the Medicine in one Column, and in the 
Column over against it inserts these Words, the above said Cathartic, etc. but that's nothing, where 
Diameters are taken Perpendicularly, and -so may pass for a Curiosity with the foregoing. 
VI. In his Journal of the 14th, he tells us, his Readers shall meet with curious Intelligence not to be 

found in any other Paper; when the very first Paragraph in that Journal is the same with what was 
inserted from the St James's Evening Post of July 3, in the 122d Page of this Mercury dated the 9th. 
But that's no Curiosity, because he is, as 'tis said, addicted to assert such Falsities. 
VII. In the same Page, in a Paragraph dated from the Hague, July 6 he says, The levying of the 
Hundredth Penny meets with far greater Difficulty ; but goes no farther, because he forgot the 
Reference, and so (as · the Irishman said) would not put it in. That's another Curiosity. 
VIII. In the 2d Page of the said Paper is a very modest Paragraph, inserted for the Encouragement of 
Vice, which relates to the Shaving off from a poor Girl, that which his Compositor wants upon his 
Chin . 
IX. In the 2d Column of the same Page he says, 'tis feared that Circumstances may facilitate the 
Turks D esigns; which every Plough-Boy knows to be both Singular and Plural; so that must needs 
be a great Curiosity. 
X. In the 3d Page, in a Paragraph from Constantinople, he says; We had a Report, that the King of 
Persia is dead at Babylon, whether (for Whither) he had retreated after his late Retreat, instead of 
Defeat . That's an uncommon Curiosity, which none but himself would have made publick, had they 
any Value for History. 
XI . In the Poem he has inserted from a most scandalous Penny Libel, which aims at the Ridiculing 
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no less than the Commanding Officers of His Majesty's Forces encamped in Hyde Park, you'll find 
these Line, viz. 
But 0 Great Mars, why should I thus invoke thee? 

, I'll cease, least ifor lest) Importunities provoke thee. 
And then proceeds, 
Nor let 'em any other Ills sustain, 
That ifor Than) what in fighting for thy Cause they gain . 
These and the like, are the Curiosities contain'd in that signalized Paper called Northampton 

Journal, to which we heartily recommend all true Lovers of broken English, bad Irish, worse Welsh, 
no Sense, but downright Nonsense. 
N. B. The Author thereof will, we hope, take this Insertion kindly at our Hands, seeing his Mistake 
of Literals, which in his last he affirmed was all he was guilty of: In Hopes of his doing that, and 
giving his Readers an Account of the Money, iron, etc. as he promised in his first, and has confronted 
in his 2d. by taking no Notice of the Imports and Exports, 

We remain, etc. 

The attacks in the Mercury provide a certain amount of limited information on the Journal. It 
was clearly produced by James Pasham, obviously of Irish descent. The virulence of the 
attacks on his provenance reflect the strident nationalism that characterised public discussion 
of the Celtic lands and was to be seen in such newpaper campaigns as that of the North Briton 
against George Ill's Scottish adviser the Earl of Bute. Condemnation of the accuracy of other 
papers and of plagiarism was a commonplace of press discussion and the attacks on the 
Journal are in no way exceptional. Although the ridiculing of senior army officers might 
a pp ear to characterise the Journal as an opposition paper, this does not in fact a pp ear to have 
been the case. Given concern over Jacobitism in 1722 it is difficult to believe that the Mercury 
would have neglected to castigate Pasham, an Irishman and therefore susceptible in popular 
association to accusations ofJacobitism, had there been the slightest hint that the paper had 
any oppposition sympathies, Tory let alone Jacobite. The Mercury was solidly Whig in this 
period. The obvious conclusion is that the Journal was either Whig or apolitical, the latter 
being a possibility thanks to the relative absence of editorial comment in the newspapers of 
the period. Thus competition between the two Northampton papers would have been 
simply commercial and without any political dimension, a situation in no way unique, ahd in 
fact to be found on occasions between 1720 and 1750 in other newspaper centres, such as 
Newcastle, though political rivalry was present in other towns, such as Bristol and 
Norwich. 

It is not clear why the second Northampton paper failed. The most probable reason, 
although there is no proof to support this, was an absence of sufficient demand to enable the 
profitable production of two papers. This suggestion is supported by the failure in 
succeeding decades to produce a second paper in the town. Evidence for another second 
paper is not found until1743 and the evidence for this is tenuous. According to an unsigned 
article, 'The Coventry Standard Over Two Centuries' in the Coventry Standard of 19 July 
1741 a few issues ofJopson's Coventry Mercury carried a Northampton imprint in the spring of 
1743. However, no copies of these issues are known to survive at present. 

Northampton and its environs could probably only support one paper in the first half of 
the eighteenth century. This was not surprising. Most of the towns that supported two or 
more rival papers had large or populous hinterlands. Newcastle papers circulated through 
the North-East and into Cumbria, North Yorkshire and southern Scotland. Bristol papers 
were helped by the absence of competition in South Wales. Northampton suffered from 
nearby centres of active newspaper production, particularly Stamford, Nottingham, Derby, 
Worcester and Gloucester. In such a situation it was understandable that a well-established 
paper, such as the Northampton Mercury should have been able to defeat new rivals. 
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LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS: 
CANONS ASHBY AND SAMUEL RICHARD SON 

SYL VIA KASEY MARKS 

The eighteenth-century literary scholar's traditional image of Samuel Richardson 
(1689-1761) and his last novel, Sir Charles Grandison (1754), is the one depicted in Susanna 
Highmore's drawing of the author reading the novel to his friends at his North End home 
outside London. 1 Clearly, however, the novel has its Northamptonshire connections. The 
following observations undoubtedly pose more questions than they answer. But the 
questions are intriguing and quite possibly suggest an aspect of Richardson's biography not 
evident in his extant letters and those of his friends. 

As I prepared for a research trip to England in 1979 to read Richardson's correspo-ndence at 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, the entry under 'Canons Ashby' in The Oxford Literary 
Guide to the British Isles caught my attention. The editors noted that Richardson had reversed 
the names to create Ashby-Canons, the Northamptonshire address of the heroine, Harriet 
Byron, in Sir Charles Grandison. My curiosity led me to visit Canons Ashby. Acquired by the 
National Trust in 1981, the house was then in the possession of collateral descendants of the 
Dryden family, and the tenant, Mr. Louis Osman, was an enthusiastic fund of information. 
He pointed out the unattributed comment, perhaps based more on legend than fact, in 
Gotch's guide to Northamptonshire that Richardson was a friend of the eighteenth-century 
Drydens and 'is said to have written much of his Sir Charles Grandison here.' Harriet Byron's 
Selby House is not described in great detail in Grandison, but the similarities between the real 
and fictional homes seem to be more than coincidental. An elm row, for example, fronted 
Selby House; at one time a row of elms did extend across a wide expanse of Canons Ash by 
property. The cedar parlour is mentioned many times in the novel. Research conducted 
during the recent restoration uncovered no cedar wood in the house; cedar trees formed a 
prominent part of the garden, but they apparently were not planted until 1780. The literary 
detective can only surmise that a plan for cedars may have existed in the mind's eye of Sir 
John Dryden (1709-1770), seventh baronet and occupant of Canons Ashby during 
Richardson's time. Across the road from the house stands the family church, which may 
have inspired the scene of Sir Charles and Harriet's wedding. Harriet's Grandmother Shirley 
lived close to Selby House, and not far from Canons Ashby is Astwell Manor, the home of 
the Shirley family in the eighteenth century. The Northamptonshire Shirleys numbered 
among their family ardent Roman Catholics, an earl who was hanged at Tyburn, and Selina 
Shirley, later Countess of Huntingdon, who engaged George Whitefield as her chaplain. In 
Grandison, Methodist converts are represented by Aunt Nell and the 0-Haras, while 
Clementina della Porretta and the whole Italian contingent form a large Catholic presence in 
the novel.2 

1 The orignal drawing ofRichardson reading Sir Charles Grandison at North End by Susanna Highmore is now in 
the collection of the Pierpont M organ Library in New York City. The author acknowledges the permission granted 
by the Morgan Library to reproduce that drawing for this article. The author also wishes to thank Duncan Bowen, 
administrator of Canons Ashby; D . C. Dryden; Gervase Jackson-Stops of the National Trust; P. I. King of the 
Northamptonshire Record Office; Rodney Melville of Rodney Melville & Associates; and Louis Osman. 

2 Dorothy Eagle and Hilary Carnell, eds., The Oxford Literary Guide to the British Isles (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1977), p. 51;]. Alfred Gotch, The Old Halls & Manor-Houses of Northamptonshire (London: B.T. Batsford, 1936) , pp. 
84-86; on the elm row see Samuel Richardson, The History of Sir Charles Grandison, 3 vols., ed. Jocelyn Harris 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1972), 3:179; Canons Ashby, rev. ed. (1984; Hatfield, Herts: The Stellar Press, 
1986) , p. 34; on the cedar parlour, see Grandison, 2:426 and 492; 3:52, 142, 189, 206, and 237; Canons Ashby, pp. 
34-35; letter from Rodney Melville, 8 January 1987; on the church see Grandison, 3:220 and 224; Canons Ashby, pp. 
35-41; on Selby House and Shirley Manor see Grandison, 2:518; Joan Wake, Astwell Manor House, (1959; rpt. 
Kettering: Dalkeith Press Limited, n.d.) , pp . 5-7. 
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PLATE 1: 'RICHARD SON READING SIR CHARLES GRAND I SON IN HIS 
GROTTO' by Susanna Highmore. (Reprinted by permission of The Pierpont M organ Library) 

The characters in the novel embark on a brief tour of the Northamptonshire countryside 
which takes them to Peterborough, Thrapston, Boughton, Oundle, Fotheringhay, and 
Milton. Richardson did not regard himself as a traveller, and there is no evidence that he 
visited these spots. He did visit relatives ·n Bath, however, and during the composition of 
Grandison he called on his correspondent Catherine Talbot and her mother at Cuddesdon 
near Oxford. Canons Ashby is not far away. One particularly intriguing clue exists in the 
Canons Ashby library, which contains a book bearing an inscription in an unidentified hand. 
It is a 1755 edition of Richardson's A Collection of Moral and Instructive Sentiments, Maxims, 
Cautions, and Refiexions, Contained in the Histories of Pamela, Clarissa, and Sir Charles 
Grandison. The inscription is dated April 18, 1758, and reads: 

This Book was given to me to day by the hands of Mr. 
Richardson that worthy friend his own Self. 

It is not clear whether the book was present d at Canons Ashby or elsewhere. A complete 
inventory of the library, now in progress, may yet yield other valuable information. But this 
exciting bit of evidence prompted me to check on the papers of the Dryden family at the 
Northamptonshire Record Office. How wonderful it would be to find Richardson listed as a 
guest for dinner! However, nothing substantive came from my investigation. I did learn that 
Sir John Dryden had a niece by the name ofHarriot Burton, and that he himself had adopted 
another niece from his wife's family, two factual details with literary echoes in Grandison. 
But the latter event took place long after the writing ofRichardson's novel. Inventories listed 
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a painting of Sir Charles Cornwallis, who wrote an 'advice' for his sons. It would be entirely 
in character for Sir Charles Grandison to undertake such a task, and Richardson himself 
composed a vade me cum for his nephew early in his writing career. There are paintings in 
Canons Ashby of Sir John Dryden and his second wife, Elizabeth Rooper, by Joseph 
Highmore, brother of Susanna and illustrator of Pamela and Clarissa.3 

In the summer of 1982, I returned to England to investigate the newspaper collections of 
the British Library. The Northamptonshire Record Office had advised that a local paper, the 
Northampton Mercury might be a source of information for events and personalities of the 
area. The papers between 1739 and 1771 contained many fascinating news items, including 
articles about robberies and marriages and advertisements for books. A dramatic version of 
Pamela was produced in Northampton, and it was announced that one Hick man, a 'barber 
and periwigmaker', fell from his horse and died, probably due to an 'Apopkctic fit'. 
Hickman, of course, is a name used in Clarissa. Unfortunately, however, the paper makes no 
mention of Richardson or of his having frequented or visited the area. And I was unable to 
find a notice of his death. 4 

There have been some attempts to trace the names and characters in Grandison to real 
individuals. We know, for example, that Richardson printed and revised Thomas Roe's 
Negotiations which contains correspondence with Roe's uncle, Lord Grandison. Richardson 
elsewhere acknowledged that Lord Dartmouth, without his Methodist affiliation, would 
have been the model for Sir Charles. Hester Mulso, another of Richardson's many 
correspondents and a figure in the Highmore drawing, was born in Twywell, and some of 
his friends thought she might be the model for several of the characters in Grandison. Did 
she, unacknowledged, provide some of the Northamptonshire flavour of the novel?S 

While concrete evidence appears to be tenuous, the elusive connections between the real 
Canons Ashby and Sir Charles Grandison are too strong to ignore. Canons Ashby may yet be 
another source for the suggestions Samuel Richardson called for when writing his last 
novel. 6 

* * * * 
3 On the tour see Grandison, 3:94 and 96; on Richardson's travels see T. C. Duncan Eaves and Ben D. Kimpel, 

Samuel Richardson (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971), pp. 73, 323-25, 363-64, 516, and 527; Harriot Burton to Sir 
John Dryden, 21 April1767, Northamptonshire Record Office, D (CA) 976; Sir John Dryden to [Mrs. Dryden], 28 
January 1760, Northamptonshire Record Office, D (CA) 1030; on Cornwallis see 'Notes on Family', 
Northamptonshire Record Office, D (CA) 876, pp. 34 and 39; [Samuel Richardson], Th e Apprentice's Vade Mecum: 
Or, Young Man's Pocket Companion. In Three Parts (London:]. Roberts , 1734); on the Highmore paintings see Canom 
Ashby, p. 46 . 

4 On Pamela, see Northampton Mercury, 31 May 1742, p. 31 ; on Hickman, see Northampton Mercury , 5 December 
1748, p. 143; on Sir John Dryden's death, see Northampton Mercury, 26 March 1770, p. 7. 

5 Sir Thomas Roe, The Negotiations of Sir Thomas Roe (London: C. Strahan et al., 1740) , p. xvi; Roe to Grandison, 
20/30 September 1623, #CXVII, p. 177; Roe to Grandison, 9/19 December 1624, #CCXXX, pp. 320-32; 
Grandison to Roe, 10 August 1626, #CCXCIV, pp. 541-42; Grandison to Roe, 11 October 1627, #DVII , p. 688; 
on Lord Dartmouth see Eaves and Kimpel, Richardson, p. 368; see also I. P . Watt , 'The Naming of Characters in 
Defoe, Richardson, and Fielding', Review of English Studies, 25, No. 100 (October 1949), pp. 322-38; Wolfgang 
Zach, 'Richardson and the Dedication to the Earl of Grandison in Ogilvie's Civil History of the Kingdom of Naples' , 
Archiv, 213 (1976), pp. 343-45; on Hester Mulso, see Eaves and Kimpel, Richardson, p. 348. 

6 On Richardson's soliciting suggestions for Sir Charles Grandison from his friends see Eaves and Kimpel , 
Richardson, pp. 353, 358-59, 363, 365, 368-72, 416, 452, 592, and 594. 
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LESSER KNOWN POETS OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: 
SELECTIONS by TREVOR HOLD 

(ii) ROBERT LUCAS (1747-1812) 

Robert Lucas was born at Northampton in 1747, brother of Martin Lucas who was High 
Sheriff of the county in 1799. He was educated at the Free Grammar School and Trinity 
College, Cambridge, taking his B. D. in 1787 and his D.D. in 1793. He was appointed curate 
of Hardingstone (1778) and vicar of Pattishall (1782). From 1787 he was vicar of Ripple, 
Worcestershire, an appointment he held jointly with that of Pattishall until his death, on 1 
March 1812. He lived in his later years at Ripple. Poems on Various Subjects by the Rev. Dr. 
Lucas written chiefly in the early part of the author}s life was published at Tewkesbury in 1810 and 
is dedicated to Mrs Bouverie of Delapre Abbey. Several of the poems are signed "Delapre 
Abbey" and "Hardingston". The 'Ode on Death' was written for the Northampton Bill of 
Mortality (1773). The major item, however, is 'Bough ton Green', a three-canto poem 
describing the annual three-day summer Fair, written in 1775. Lucas allots a canto to each 
day of the Fair. The following extracts give, I hope, some idea of the vigour, humour and 
imagination of the poem- in my opinion one of the finest 'Northamptonshire' poems ever 
written. It deserves to be more widely known. 

(The villagers get ready for the Fair) 
Now, every meaner care each gladly shuns, 
And, thro' the house, the preparation runs; 
Old Fairfield's blossom coat is brought to light, 
And moths and winged worms are put to flight; 
The sunshine, too, his damask waistcoat sees, 
Whose ample skirts protect his breeches knees: 
Whilst dame unlocks, in haste, her hidden store, 
And gladly turns the female wardrobe o'er; 
Airs the new satin gown she bought in strife, 
Ten years ago, to spite the parson's wife. 
With ready hand their lovely daughter too 
Her fair equestrian habit brings to view: 
But, ah! its scanty form, with doubtful eye, 
Their lovely daughter views, and heaves a sigh: 
Three summers back the favourite dress was made, 
Ere budding nature had to ripeness spread; 
And much she fears her bolder form will grow 
Impatient of so close confinement now: 
Her fears are just- the favourite dress is tied, 
And feeble seams give way on every side; 
Each swelling limb the offered veil denies, 
And down as useless spoil the vestment lies. 

from Canto I 

(The gentry get ready for the Fair) 
Moved by the welcome day that warms the plain, 
The restless Fair begins to swarm again; 
In dazzling tints the finery spreads around, 
And on the ear returns the varying sound; 
Pleasure and gain the bustling crowd pursue, 
And all the scenes of yesterday renew. 
But ah! the bright addition how shall I, 
In numbers worthy of the tale, supply! 

347 
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From humble swains, the vent'rous muse aspires 
To sing of lords and ladies, dames and 'squires; 
Who, once a year, to this gay spot repair, 
To eat their breakfast at a country Fair! 

And fitly some, with previous care, engage 
The public eye with glittering equipage: 
Bright shines the harness for the horses' heads, 
And, on the dingy coach the varnish spreads; 
But oft the labour of the coachman fails, 
The rust to harass from the brazen nails . 
Ten days are past, since (thoughtful of the show) 
The steeds were order' d from the labouring plough; 
For prudent folks esteem it no reproach, 
If now they draw a dung-cart, now a coach: 
What, if they hang their ears and look forlorn, 
With too much labour, and too little corn, 
The liberal feed , with leisure, never fails 
To make them snort, and kick, and cock their tails. 

from Canto II 

(The wrestling match) 
Now, from the center, goes the summons loud, 
To call the wrestlers from the circling crowd: 
Th'inspiring sound to valourous heroes came, 
Who scorn to linger at the call of fame, 
Whilst, on a pole, their longing eyes behold 
The glossy prize, rimmed round with glittering gold. 

With eager stride and fierce demeanour, first, 
Into the vacant list a blacksmith burst; 
A cindry darkness on his garments hung, 
That round him smells of conflagration flung; 
Uncombed and ragged, on his rusty skull, 
His dingy locks $tuck close, like clotted wool; 
About his face his grim employ had thrown 
A surly sadness and a lowering frown; 
Eternal smokes had striped his brow with black, 
And round his features fixt a sable track. 
Oft, at the scorching- forge, his arm had swung 
The ponderous sledge, as loud the anvil rung; 
Beneath his blow the mass submissive gre~, } 
The bar now lengthened, and now turned the shoe, 
Whilst round the artist stars of iron flew: 
Nor less his potent arm, well-skilled and bold, 
With nervous grasp, the restive beast could hold: 
Caught by the shank, with many a mighty strain, 
The struggling steed for freedom strove in v,ain. 

Such was the champion, first, who took the ground, 
And black defiance looked to all around: 
But though of threatenirtg aspect, stern and strong, 
He stood not there, without a rival, long: 
For lo! the glittering priz~ and fame to win, 
A lusty miller from the crowd rushed in: ... 

from Canto Ill 

'Boughton Green', from 
Poems on Various Subjects (1810) 



FENLAND LIGHTERS: RESEARCH AND PRESERVATION 
INVOLVING A TRADITIONAL TYPE 

H.J. K.JENKINS 

East Anglia is associated with various 
traditional vessel-types which, each in its 
own way, helped shape the region's de­
velopment. Relatively recent changes- the 
railways and the modern road-system- can 
easily obscure the crucial role which 
waterway transport once played in this part 
of England. However, thanks to the 
splendid work of the Norfolk Wherry 
Trust, the surviving wherry, Albion, con­
tinues as an operational sailing-craft, still 
interacting with the very environment for 
which she was built. More recently on the 
scene, the Norfolk Keel Trust is doing 
valuable work with regard to the keel type 
of inland-freighter. Until last year, though, 
another important East Anglian vessel had 
largely fallen from notice - the Fenland 
lighter. 

Fenland lighters operated widely in the 
Ouse-Nene complex for centuries, form­
ing an overlapping link between inland 
waterway and estuarine commerce. On the 
Nene, they were to be found well down­
stream ofWisbech, lying alongside sizeable 
ships so as to receive off-loaded cargo - or 
well upstream of Peterborough, making 
their way far inland. Thus, they have a 
place both in maritime and river history. 
Indeed, the very term 'lighter' seems to 
stem from the idea of 'lightening' seagoing 
freighters by transferring cargo in inshore 
waters. This, coupled with the require­
ments imposed by rough-and-ready condi­
tions on many a Fenland channel, gave the 
trade linked with these lighters a markedly 
different flavour from what was to be 
found on many canals and navigable rivers. 

Economy of operation was the great 
feature, achieved by linking several hulls 
head-to-tail by means of poles, chains and 
ropes. The resulting line was termed a 
'gang' and a single man steering th~ leading 
vessel ( ' fore lighter') could control half-a-
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dozen others as well. Propulsion varied 
according to circumstances and period, but 
in the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries it was common for the fore 
lighters to set square-sails and thus make 
use of following winds. When John Hem­
ment's lighters were offered for sale at 
Stanground (now part of Greater Peterbor­
ough) in 1819, it was stressed that they 
came complete with 'Masts, Sails, Lines, 
Tarpaulings [sic], Anchors ... also 5 very 
capital Horses used to the business'.l 
Horse-tow was a standard procedure in the 
absence of a suitable wind and, as time 
passed, it evidently ousted canvas 
completely. 2 In their final decades during 
this century, gangs were sometimes towed 
by small steam-tugs that ~esembled canal 
narrow boats in general build. 

Current research indicates that there may 
well have been more variation in the 
construction and application of Fenland 
lighters than has sometimes been recog­
nised, and matters are complicated by the 
fact that even those involved in the trade 
tended to use the terms 'lighter' and 'barge' 
on a more or less interchangeable basis. A 
version which seems to have predominated 
from circa mid-Victorian times had a 
hull-length of around thirteen metres, with 
bow and stern of rounded profile giving an 
almost Dutch appearance, and a clinker 
(i.e. overlapping) arrangement of planking. 
However, there is varied evidence that a 
more straight-stemmed type also existed, 3 

1 Auction notice, Stamford Mercury, 15 October 
1819. 

2 Bradshaw's Canals and Navigable Rivers ... A 
Handbook of Inland Navigation, 1928 edition , p. 19, 
provides a general summary of the Fenland li ghter 
type in its fina l phase, placing it firmly in the 
non-sailin g category . 

3 Vessels of this sort fi gure in the watercolour 
'Peterborough Bridge from . . . the res idence of 
Thomas Squire' , signed by M . A. Squire and dated 
1803, now in Peterborough City Museum. 
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PLATE 1 BEN] AMIN LEE, 0 WNER 0 F 
THE IVY, MENTIONED IN THE 

TEXT. 

sometimes with carvel (i.e. edge-to-edge) 
planking. The Science Museum, South 
Kensington, holds material 4 relative to the 
'Fenland Barge' Ivy of1888, which shows~ 
hull with the Dutch-like profile already 
mentioned, but involving what seems to be 
a mixture of clinker and carvel construction. 

Some Fenland lighters traded until short­
ly after the Second World War, but 
thereafter they seem to have vanished from 
the everyday scene with remarkable speed: 
soon, even the popular memory of them 
had grown vague almost to the point of 
disappearance. It was only in the summer 
of 1986 that the Fenland Lighter Project 
came into exis tence, at first simply with the 
idea of saving the old vessel now known as 
the Cambridge Lighter from becoming 

4 Reproductions of detailed drawings by Laurence 
Dunn, 1936- cience Museum, Department of Water 
Transport, Nega tive Numbers 8475 and 8527. 

firewood. 5 The Project's regional publicity 
campaign subsequently brought this in­
teresting relic into the care of the Wisbech 
Tourism Development Group which, 
backed by the Fenland District Council, 
has placed the badly decayed hull under 
full-length protection from the weather, 
pending removal to another location. At 
the time of writing (February 1987), this 
vessel can still be seen at the Cambridge 
Museum of Technology. 

Apart from fostering physical preserva­
tion, the Project is concerned with an 
extension of existing knowledge regarding 
the various stages in the development of 
East Anglian barge/lighter traffic. Many 
aspects of the matter still need to be 
illuminated, but a fuller picture is begin­
ning to appear. The Project believes that 
both specialist and general reader should be 
kept informed. Co-operation with the 
Peterborough Arts Council is leading to a 
published review of Nene traffic through 
the centuries, and an introduction has been 
prepared for Cambridgeshire Libraries 
Publications' new edition of Lord Oiford's 
Voyage round the Pens in 1774. 6 Press, radio 
and television items . are also helping to 
promote public awareness. Further, it is 
hoped that drama can be used in the same 
way: it is significant that the Project's open 
meeting in the autumn of 1986 was 
specially chaired by Mrs. Gail Baker, 
well-known in the region's theatrical cir­
cles. 

Activity involving the co-operation of 
frogmen from the Gildenburgh Dive Cen­
tre, coupled w,ith expert local knowledge 
provided by individuals once associated 
with waterway commerce, has enabled the 
Project to draw up a growing list of'lighter 
sites' connected with submerged examples 

5 For an account of this initial stage, vide : H . J K. 
Jenkins, 'The Rescue of a Fen land Lighter', Cam­
bridgeshire Life, October 1986, pp . 14, 15. 

6 For comment on the vessels used in Orford's 
flamboy ant excursion vide: H . J. K. Jenkins, 'Fenland 
Lighters as "Yachts", c.1774', The Mariner's Mirror, 
(Society for Nautical Research), Vol. 71 (1985), p . 
348. 



FENLAND LIGHTERS 351 

FIG 1: EARLY 19TH CENTURY FENLAND LIGHTERS. Narrow side-decks were a 
common feature, as were raised floors at each end, providing cockpits at bow and stern; 

cargo occupied the remaining space. 

in varying states of preservation. There are Jackson which operated from Stanground 
several sites of this sort along the Nene, until circa 1950. 
notably at Orton and Wansford . Indeed the It has to be remembered that a typical 
latter one appears to hold the promise of Fenland lighter weighs several tonnes: the 
importance. handling of such large items causes prob-

ln reports dated September 1986, the lems. Moreover, it is essential that there 
dive-leader, Mr. G. Martin, has described should be no question of raising old vessels 
how his party encountered conditions until thorough arrangements have been 
which were 'very difficult owing to a made for their reception. Timber which 
build-up of muddy ooze' in the vicinity of has been submerged for a long time 
the Ship End Quarry, Wansford. Initial requires careful management if it is not to 
efforts at this place produced nothing disintegrate in contact with the air. It is 
beyond a 'large plank ... bearing heavy hoped that coming years will see the 
metal fastenings which appeared to be Cambridge Lighter (or, at least, the better 
hand-made nails'. On a subsequent dive, preserved sections of it) go to a permanent 
however, the directions of Mr. J. D. home at Wisbech. The Wansford hulls 
Stafford meant that the divers almost at might eventually be raised and restored as 
once located three lighters, evidently still an operational gang, if sufficient support 
chained together as a gang. Preliminary could be obtained. There seems to be some 
examination - conducted by touch for the urgency that the long process of prepara-
most part, the water being very dark - tion should be started as soon as possible. 
suggests that the three are more or less As can be seen from this article, a good 
complete and still in relatively good condi- deal has been accomplished to date, largely 
tion. The middle hull, though, has started thanks to the co-operation of numerous 
to exhibit clear evidence of deterioration, well-wishers including a variety of institu-
and some wood from its upper parts tions. Continuing and widespread interest 
actually came away in the hand. 7 There are will be essential if further progress is to be 
strong indications that these Wansford made, and general information leaflets are 
lighters once belonged to the firm of available from: Fenland Lighter Project, 

7 The cited reports are included in the papers o f the c/ 0 Peterborough Educational Devclop-
Fenland Lighter Project, w hich gratefull y ackno w- ment Centre, Cottesmore Close, Peterbor-
ledges the assistan ce o f all those in volved in locatin g ough PE3 6TP. 
the Wansford hulls. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF MOTORING IN KETTERING 
TONYIRESON 

The motor age began in 1887 when Benz 
cars went on sale to the public at the Paris 
Exposition. Eleven years later Kettering 
entered the new era when Jack Freeman 
drove the first locally-owned car into the 
town for delivery to Peter Hunt. 

The Hunt family were dedicated to road 
transport, and were naturals for the role of 
the town's first motoring family. In the 
1890s the firm ofWilliam Hunt, coachbuil­
ders and engineers, ran the Montagu 
Carriage Works in Stamford Road. They 
built horse-drawn vehicles to order, made 
their own Royal Hunt bicycles and tricy­
cles, stocked all the principal other makes, 
claimed to have the biggest selection of 
secondhand cycles in the County for sale, 
and offered a further large number for hire. 

To attract customers, the Hunts taught 
people to ride bicycles. Men were in­
structed on the road, but ladies enjoyed the 
use of a track specially laid out on the 
corner of Stamford Road and Thorngate 
Street, where they could fall off with 
modesty unimpaired. The track later be­
came Hunts' roller skating rink, and the 
Ford depot now stands on its site. 

For his first car Peter Hunt, head of the 
outfit, bought the latest model, an 1898 
Benz Comfortable, which Freeman who 
was one of his employees picked up at the 
Crystal Palace and piloted to Kettering, 
averaging twelve miles an hour with the 
new-fangled, unfamiliar vehicle. 

By that time Benz of Mannheim had 
produced nearly 2,000 cars, and the 3V2 
h. p. Comfortable though slow was reli­
able. It had a high bench-type seat for two 
people, no windscreen or upholstery, no 
hood or other protection from the weather, 
big pram-type wire wheels with solid tyres 
at the back and small ones in front, only 
narrow mudguards, and a single-cylinder 
rear engine started by hand-turning the 
flywheel. Two-speed drive for the back 
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wheels was by belts and pulleys to a cross 
shaft with differential, and finally by 
chains. Steering was by tiller, and driving 
the car must have been a considerable 
nervous strain. 

After tremendous local interest, wider 
publicity for the Hunts as motorists came 
in 1903. The Rev d. J. P. Sandlands, an 
eccentric vicar of Brigstock, was eager to 
convert Britain to a health diet cutting out 
the three B's - beef, beer and baccy. To 
show the virtues of his regimen the vicar 
trained a Lancashire working man named 
Dickinson as a long-distance walker, and 
set him to cover 600 miles in ten days on a 
difficult route passing through Midland 
and. Northern towns. To keep up with 
Dickinson and see fair play the vicar 
accompanied him in a motor provided by 
the Hunt firm. 

This car was probably not the Benz, as 
by then the Hunts had also bought a 17 
cwt. W olseley BD252, blue body and 
primrose wheels, used as a public con­
veyance, which would have been more 
suitable for the Dickinson tour. It figures in 
a list of motor vehicles which under the Act 
of 1903 were the first to be registered with 
the County Council. Preserved at the 
Record Office, the list gives other Ketter­
ing registrations: BD22, a dark green 6 h. p. 
De Dion two-seater owned by Dr. John 
Allison of Fuller House, Gold Street, sold 
in 1912 to Edgar Patrick of Geddington; 
BD37, a blue-with-yellow-wheels 9 h. p. 
Clement belonging to Dr. J. P. Roughton; 
and BD152, a motor cycle with forecar­
riage owned by James Eyre of Cornwall 
House, York Road. 

Early cars could travel quite fast, and 
were regarded by many people as danger­
ous and anti-social. When, for example, the 
owner of a pony and trap found himself in 
court for 'furious driving' between 15 and 
25 miles an hour at Burton Latimer, 
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PLATE 1: AN 1898 BENZ COMFORTABLE. The first Kettering-owned 
car was this model 
(Evening Telegraph) 

motorists were obvious targets for police­
men with stopwatches. The first on record 
at Kettering for speeding was a Coventry 
man fined in 1903 for driving faster than 
reasonable at Maidwell. H e was said to 
have been travelling at 18 m.p.h. in a news 
report headed 'The Motor War'. 

The first serious accident in the Kettering 
district was in May 1901 , when Mr. Harry 
Brampton on a motor tricycle ran into a 
tree at Weekley. Drs. Arnold Tolputt and 
Daniel Drake-Lee arrived, and sent to the 
Working Mens Club for a wheeled litter on 
which the casualty was then pushed two ~ 
miles to Kettering Hospital. The first fatal 
crash came in 1907 when a big saloon car 
went through the hedge at a right-angle 
turn near Kettering sewage works. The car 
was being driven from London to Dingley 
Hall by a chauffeur who had his wife and 
little girl with him, and the child was 
killed. Following the custom with notable 

events, the wreck was photographed and 
published as a picture postcard. The corner 
brought many more drivers to grief in later 
years when it became the fashion for young 
car owners to race express trains from 
Wellingborough to Kettering. 

In its early years the motor industry was 
experimenting in a search for the best basic 
design, and cars produced with many 
variations were strikingly individual in 
appearance, becoming almost symbols of 
their owners. When General Booth visited 
Northamptonshire in 1907 his chauffeur­
driven 1906 Darracq Flying Fifteen, white 
with red wheels, was to the mechanically­
minded as interesting as the General. 
Capable of 45 m.p.h. it was one of the 
soundest cars of the time, and a remarkable 
asset, as it enabled the General, though 
approaching 80, to travel in a day from 
Bedford to Peterborough via Rushden, 
Higham Ferrers, Wellingborough, Ketter-
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/"C•~~~--~~: 
PLATE 2: MORNING AFTER PICTURE OF KETTERING'S FIRST FATAL 
CRASH IN 1907. The car, owned by Viscount Downe ofDingley Hall was being 
driven from London by chauffeur Frederick Frost who had his family with him. In 
darkness the car went off the road at the junction ofPytchley and Wdlingborough 

roads, and the driver's baby daughter Delia was killed. 
(Tom Bosworth) 

ing, Thrapston and Oundle, speaking in 
each place, with a final mass meeting at 
Peterborough. 

Among local figures, Dr. Drake-Lee 
drove a rakish Arrol-J ohnston. It had a 
sloping bonnet with the radiator behind it, 
and if the doctor could climb Hospital Hill 
without havi~g to change down on the 
crash gearbox he regarded it as a triumph. 
Dr. Allison, true to his Scottish roots, 
drove an Argyll made north of the Border. 
Dr. Roughton, a good judge of new 
models, owned· a Wolverhampton-made 
Star which he handled in spectacular style. 
He won another car in a competition, and 
was said to have been Kettering's first Baby 
Austin owner. It would have been diff1cult 
to visualise Charles Wicksteed in anything 
but the little brown Humber two-seater 
which was his invariable transport between 
his home, his works, and the Wicksteed 
Park. 

Motors were soon adopted by firms 
needing speedy transport. A Humber tricar 
was used for distributing the Evening 
Telegraph from Kettering as early as 1904, 
and in 1907 the paper started deliveries by 
motor van. The driver left the Workhouse 
Lane (now Dryland Street) office at 5.30 
p. m. and dropped papers in Burton La tim­
er, Finedon, Irthlingborough, Higham Fer­
rers, Rushden, Raunds, Ringstead, Den­
ford, Thrapston and W oodford, making 
the last call at 7.30 p.m. - a leisurely 
timetable compared with today, when the 
paper is out by early afternoon. 

The Midland Railway ran a motor bus 
between Kettering station and Rothwell, 
using a 1905 solid-tyred Maudslay single­
decker. The service, at one time going on 
from Rothwell to Desborough station, still 
operated in the 1920s using a bus with a 
steel ladder at the back so that luggage 
could be carried on the roof. Schoolboys 
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used to jump on for a lift as the bus toiled 
up Hospital Hill on the way out of 
Kettering, and at Rothwell their friends 
would sprint for the ladder to steal rides to 
Fox Street or the Red Lion. The bus had 
the same friendly driver for years, and he 
would always wait for regular passengers if 
they were late. 

Kettering's first motor car wedding was 
at the parish church in September 1908 
when Charles Wicksteed lent two cars for 
the marriage of Miss Florence Tapsell, 
daughter of his head gardener, to Charles 
Robinson the Broughton policeman. The 
Evening Telegraph reported: 'The cars 

attracted interested people, and the scene 
was one of unusual commotion.' 

As late as 1921 a honeymoon by 
motorcycle combination was still rare 
enough to rate a double-column picture 
and report in the Kettering Leader headed 
'Kettering Couple's Novel Wedding Trip .' 
Bride and groom were Miss J essie Donald 
and Mr. William Tailby, an engineer at 
Kettering electricity works, and the photo­
graph was taken in front of one of the 
wooden cooling towers of the power 
station, which stood on the Rockingham 
Road site for a new Sainsbury store. The 
paper also recorded that 'the guests were 

PLATE 3: FIRST PRODUCED IN 1906, THE DARRACQ 'FLYING FIFTEEN' HAD 
A NAME FOR RELIABILITY, AND COULD REACH 45MPH. This was one owned 

by Edward Collings, proprietor of the Royal Hotel, Kettering, and is pictured at the 
Wheatsheaf, Benefield. At the wheel is chauffeur Pettit, and the passengers are Charles 

Speight, the Kettering photographer, his wife, who was Mr. Collings' daughter, and their 
elder daughter Margaret Speight. Picture was taken about 1911, when country inns were 

remote eno~1gh to attract town dwellers for short holidays 
(F. A. Moore) 
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PLATE 4: CHARLES ROBINSON AT THE WHEEL OF THE ONLY SURVIVOR OF 
THE CARS HE BUILT, WHICH REMAINS IN THE TOWN. The picture was taken in 

his Montagu Street Garage in 1947 
(F. A. Moore) 

conveyed in motor cars.' 
Sales and service became important as 

motoring increased. Local firms were 
established, and until recently a link with 
pre-1914 days was Mr. Tom Bosworth, 
head of the family business, who supplied 
much information for this article but who 
died in March 1985 aged 85. Bosworth 
Motors, now in its fourth generation, was 
founded by John Bosworth (1862-1 950). 
As a young man he lived at Upper 
Benefield and worked in a tree-felling 
gang. Pushing a hand cart loaded with 
axes, saws, ropes, food and cooking kit 

they would walk to woods in the Kettering 
district, some on land that is now the golf 
course, to cut and saw up timber, finding 
lodgings in Kettering or the villages. It was 
a hard life. On their wedding day John and 
his bride went early to church, ate their 
wedding breakfast, and then John set out to 
walk a dozen cross-country miles to work. 

His sporting interest in cycle racing as a 
rider from the days of the old high 
('penny-farthing') bicycle enabled him to 
leave the timber trade and set up a cycle 
repair business in Kettering. Prospering, he 
moved from Workhouse Lane to Gas Street 
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PLATE 5: KETTERINA MOTOR CYCLES WERE MADE IN A ST PETER'S 
A VENUE GARDEN SHED BY A. R. TIMSON, WHOSE BUSINESS WAS 

DESTINED TO BECOME WIDELY-KNOWN AS ENGINEERS AND PRINTING 
PRESS-MAKERS. This drawing was used to advertise the machines 

(F. A. Moore) 

(now Meadow Road) where he started to 
build Bosworth cycles. Then came repairs 
to motor cycles and cars with the move to 
buildings off Silver Street where the firm 
has been established for eighty years, and 
the recent amalgamation with Moto Balaet 
when Bosworths were in their 95th year. 

Tom Bosworth remembered being taken 
by his father when he was four to Sunday 
morning gatherings of owners of motor 
tricycles and forecars off Huxloe Place to 
which a visitor was C. S. Rolls who with 
Henry Royce established Rolls-Royce a 
few years later. Rolls was a friend of Harry 
Palmer who with John Bosworth had raced 
high bicycles before 1890, which as the • 
years passed became a considerable distinc­
tion. 

Petrol was first supplied by Ellis and 
Everard as part of the range of fuels. It 
came in two-gallon tins with tapered tops 
for easy ·pouring. Harry Taylor started 
selling petrol from his shop on the corner 
of Silver and Montagu Streets, and gra-

dually the trade spread. Taylors, as Hum­
ber agents, used to take car buyers to the 
works at Coventry where they could 
choose a car from stock and drive it back to 
Kettering at running-in speed. Mrs. Taylor 
became the town's first lady motorist about 
1900, driving a smart Humber two-seater 
when, as the Evening Telegraph later 
recalled, 'neither the car, nor the driver, 
nor the petrol was taxed'. Harry supplied 
the town's first motor cycle for Mr. 
Woods, chauffeur to Dr. Rough ton. 

Soon Ketteting's engineers started to 
make cars and motor cycles. Arthur 
Richardson Timson, whose business was 
destined to become the world-famous 
Timsons, manufacturers of printing press­
es, turned out motor cycles in the early 
1900s from his garden shed in St Peters 
A venue, later moving to Montagu Street 
(now H. Newman, ironmongers) and then 
establishing his works in Catesby Street. 
The machines, under the mark Ketterina, 
were 11/ 4 h. p. with single-speed belt drive 
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PLATE 6: A 1905 HUNTER 'FORECAR' OUTSIDE ROUSE'S CYCLE MAKERS, 
KETTERING. 
(Frank Rouse) 

and auxiliary pedals. A De Dion engine 
powered the first models, superseded by an 
engin.e made entirely by Mr. Timson. He 
rode one of the bikes himself between 1908 
and 1910, and one was still in use in the 
town as late as 1920. 

For personal tran-;port Mr Timson pas­
sed on to a three-wheel forecar (a motor 
cycle with the front wheel replaced by a 
two-wheeled passenger attachment on the 
lines of the old ice cream trikes), a 
quadricycle (basically a motor cycle, but 
with four wheels so that passengers could 
be carried in comfort) and a 1914 French 
Gladiator car RP58 in which the family 
toured Wales. His son, Mr. Ernest Tim­
son, remembers having to collect much 
water from brooks when the engine 

overheated, and one alarming incident 
when ~he footbrake on the cardan shaft 
caught fire down a long hill. The car had 
two huge cylinders of 6 h. p. each, and the 
explosions regularly blew out the exhaust 
packing so that the car gave resounding 
warning of its approach. Brake overheating 
remained a real motoring hazard for many 
years. 

Another pioneer, Charles Wicksteed, 
made gearboxes, but the town's car manu­
facturer was Charles Robins on, grandson 
of a fine Victorian engineer Owen Robin­
son who specialised in making machinery 
for the shoe trade. Working late nights and 
early mornings when he would not be 
disturbed, Charles designed and built three 
cars. He made all the parts except gear-
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boxes, tyres and electrical equipment in his 
grandfather's Champion Works in Victoria 
Street and assembled the vehicles in his 
Montagu Street garage. 

Two of the cars were four-seaters, and 
the third was a 12 h. p. four-cylinder 
two-seater made for Dr. Roughton in 
1907. In place of a rear seat the doctor 
specified a flat platform at the back. This 
was for use as an operating table when the 
doctor was faced with emergencies far 
from his surgery or the hospital, and he is 
said to have carried out amputations on it. 
Below the table was storage for his surgical 
instruments. 

Robinson was backed in his enterprise by 
Dr. Rough ton, Mr. W. M. Plevins of 
Woodford and John Elworthy the Ketter­
ing brewer. They wanted him to expand, 
but Charles was an individualist who 
preferred to make cars for the love of it 
rather than follow in the steps of Morris 
and Austin, so his cars remained collector's 
pieces. Though so few in number, they 
achieved fame and have a place in motoring 
books of reference. Their feature was a 
unique cooling system which used the 
exhaust gases to suck in cold air and 
circulate it round the engine. 

Trace has been lost of the two four­
seaters, but Dr. Roughton's car, BD983 
was eventually bought back by Charles 
Robinson who displayed it for years in his 
Montagu Street window. He retired in 
1948, and in the mid-fifties the car was 
bought by Graham Stock, a Kettering 
connoisseur of motor cars who served as 
president of the Northampton and District 
Car Club, vice-president of the Kettering 
and District Car Club and of the Mid­
Northants Motor Club. Cars were his 
lifetime hobby, and he was an enthusiastic 
and regular competitor in veteran and 
vintage events. 

Graham thoroughly restored the Robin­
son, and with his wife entered it in 
important events. One of these was the 
Veteran Car Club's Round-England Silver 
Jubilee International Rally in 1955; driven 

by Graham and Norman Man by who 
helped in the restoration the car won the 
Prix d'Honneur for an immaculate turnout 
in every particular, a deserved tribute to the 
care and skill expended on it. After Graham 
Stock's death in 1958 the Robinson was 
placed on exhibition for a time at Trentham 
Gardens, then sold to a Lincolnshire buyer, 
and eventually brought back to Kettering 
by Mr. Alan Bannell, owner of several 
historic cars. 

Through the fund-raising initiative of 
Kettering Civic Society in obtaining dona­
tions and grants, . Kettering Borough 
Council was able to buy the car for the 
town. The grants secured included £4,000 
from the South Kensington Science 
Museum's fund for the preservation of 
technological and scientific material, a 
measure of the interest in the unusual 
design of the car, which is said to have 
influenced the Volkswagen 'Beetle'. The 
Wicksteed Park gave it a home until it 
could be placed on display in the Council's 
Tourist Information office at the Manor 
House, Sheep Street. 

The steel chassis for the first Robinson 
car was built by another family firm. 
Charles J. Rouse, born in Paddington, 
began as an apprentice organ builder in 
London churches. At 17 he went to 
Coventry and Newcastle as a cycle-maker. 
After the fiqn closed in 1899 he was 
walking back to London and arrived in 
Kettering with only sixpence in his pocket. 
He was looking at cycles in the Montagu 
Street window of Timson, Bullock and 
Barber (later T·imsons) when Mr. A. R. 
Timson opened the door and asked if he 
wanted to buy a bike. 'No, but I'll make 
you some,' said Charles. He was im­
mediately given a job and cash to get 
lodgings. 

Later he moved to Charles Wicksteed's 
making bicycles and gearboxes for Hum­
ber cars, and tl;len started on his own. in 
Wellington Street, specialising in motor 
cycles, sales and service. His son Frank ran 
the business for many years until retire-
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ment in 1975, and as a memento still has 
the brazing hearth that made the Robinson 
chassis. 

The sort of jobs tackled by. garages in 
1908 is shown by some of Charles Robin­
son's accounts in the Record Office collec­
tion. Mr. G. V. Charlton of W oodford had 
a mudguard repaired for 4s (20p), a new 
battery for 16s 6d (821fzp), battery charging 
cost 9d (31fzp) and half a gallon of Shell 7d 
(3p). For 18s (90p) Mr. Charlton had a new 
piston fitted, a bush and gudgeon pin 
turned, flywheel trued, valves ground and 
the engine cleaned. Timing the engine and 
making a new nut for the exhaust cam was 
3s (15p) , and making and fitting a new 
mudguard stay 2s (lOp), but eagle-eyed 
Mr. Charlton crossed this out, saying it 
had been charged before and broke im­
mediately . Besides driving cars he rode 
motor cycles, and got 71fz% discount from 
Mr. Robinson when he bought a 23/ 4 h. p. 
Minerva for £36. 

These prices show the effect of inflation, 
as the £ then was worth in real terms at 
least 40 times what it is today. The slide in 
value through the Great War halved the £ 
by 1919 when Mr. Charlton asked Frank 
D. Brazier of Higham Ferrers to repair and 
paint a four-seater tourer and was guaran­
teed a first class job for £25. 

Braziers undertook to burn off all the old 
paint, repolish the metal panels, apply ten 
coats of new paint, line out the mouldings, 
and finish off with one coat of glaze and 
two of varnish. The chassis would be 
cleaned, painted with six coats and var­
nished, and the mudguards given six coats 
of black stove enamel. The leather seats 
would be repaired and receive three coats 
of dressing, valances would be renewed, 
and hood hoops cleaned, japanned_ and 
varnished. Fitting brass oil cups for the 
springs, re-hanging and adjusting doors, 
cleaning and oiling locks, altering the 
dashboard lamp and making new headlamp 
brackets would round off the job, cash on 
completion. Although the £25 fee was 
equal to about £500 today, this was still 
amazing value for money. 

Besides professionally-made vehicles, 
many do-it-yourself motor cycles and cars 
appeared on the roads. George Kilborn, 
waterworks engineer to Rothwell Urban 
Council in 1903 made a car christened the 
Shotwell Junior after Shotwell Mill water­
works where George lived. The car was a 
three-wheeler, taking two passengers in an 
exposed double seat in front, with the 
driver, engine, and a third passenger 
amidships. The engine was fuelled from a 
lampwick carburettor, and drove the single 
rear wheel through belts and gearbox. The 
Heath Robinson brakes pressed on the 
tyres! George, who assembled the car with 
parts mounted on a chassis made by 
himself, met with various mishaps, includ­
ing losing a wheel and trying to climb a 
telegraph pole. Leicester magistrates fined 
him £2 for speeding up Oadby Hill, which 
George regarded as testimony to the car. 

In the first decade of the century Stanley 
steam cars were splendid vehicles, offering 
real rivalry to petrol. The cylinders drove 
the rear axle directly, on the same principle 
as a railway engine, so that there was no 
need for a clutch or gearbox. One with a 
streamlined body exceeded 127 m.p.h. in 

. America where they were made, and the 
standard models gave a smooth and fast 
ride. Their disadvantage was that they 
needed 25 minutes to get up steam, though 
later the luxurious Doble saloon reduced 
the make-ready time to three minutes . 

A Kettering Stanley steamer owner w as 
one of the town's most adventurous 
motorists, Mr. Harry Mobbs, one of the 
founders of Mobbs and Lewis, the shoe last 
manufacturers . On business tours in the 
U. S. A. he saw steamers and electric cars, 
and bought models of both which were 
garaged side by side at his home, Flaxwell, 
Headlands. His Stanley was a 1910 model 
which Tom Wallis of Wallis's Garage 
collected on its arrival from America and 
drove through London to bring it to 
Kettering though the controls were con­
pletely unfamiliar. Harry, his son Vincent 
and his daughter Doris all drove the car, 
and Doris, now Mrs. Norman Butlin, has 
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vivid memories of coping with its unusual 
ways. 

The Stanley ran on Taxibus fuel, priced 
at 1s 1112d (5112p) a two-gallon tin, and 
could get steam up in twenty minutes. The 
boiler under the bonnet was heated by a 
main burner which had to be turned off 
when the oar was stopped for any length of 
time, while a secondary burner kept the 
boiler hot, ready to re-start. 

It was a big car- two seats in front and 
three in the rear of the tourer body - the 
wheels were wood-spoked, and there were 
two lighting systems, oil for the side and 
rear lamps and acetylene gas for the big 
headlights, supplied from a carbide-and­
water cylinder on the running board. When 
the pipes blocked they had to be blown out 
by mouth, a 'kiss of life' operation 
accompanied by an appalling flavour. 

Mr. Mobbs liked to be driven, and Doris 
took her father on some daunting runs in 
times when roads were stony, and frail 
tyres might have to be mended on the way, 
far from help. She can still visualise the 
Stanley dashboard. At the top was a clock, 
and below it three control wheels for main 
and secondary burners and the water 
pump. The throttle was a quadrant by the 
steering wheel, and there was a pedal brake 
and handbrake, but no clutch pedal or geClr 
lever, both being unnecessary. 

The car could do fifty miles an hour in 
short bursts, then slowed up to wait for 
more steam, and every fifty miles needed 
to stop for water for the boiler. This meant 
finding a stream, scrambling down the 
bank with the filler suction pipe, and 
usually clearing weeds and debris from the 
filter several times during refilling. If water 
was not found soon enough a fusible plug 
melted and extinguished the burner, which 
prevented damage to the boiler but also 
immobilised the car. Mrs. Butlin recalls: 
'This happened in the middle of Dartmoor, 
and I had to walk miles to find a blacksmith 
to replace the plug. I later found out how to 
fit a new one, and carried a big leather 
glove so that I could work on the hot 
engine.' 

On one good run from Kettering to 
Bristol the steamer averaged 25 m.p.h., but 
the brakes got tremendously hot. A risky 
journey entailed a descent of the long and . 
steep Countisbury Hill which Doris was 
thankful to complete safely. On a trip to 
Liverpool they had difficulty in getting 
fuel, and had to search strange towns for 
ironmongers selling suitable sp1nt. 
Another memorable run was from Cam­
bridge to Kettering on a dark night when 
the car almost hit some black horses 
straying on the road where there were high 
hedges on each side. The horses ran for two 
or three miles ahead of the car before they 
found a gap and turned off into a field. 

Contrasting with the mettlesome Stan­
ley, the electric car was silent and sedate, 
with a bell to warn pedestrians. Mr. Mobbs 
bought it in America in 1912 and sent it 
home in a crate. No one liked to unpack the 
car until its owner returned, but they then 
found they had done the wrong thing, as 
standing had ruined the batteries. 

Before he could use the car Mr. Mobbs 
suffered a serious illness, so that Doris was 
the first driver, helping her father con­
valesce by taking him out in the little dark 
blue two-seater. Until a charger was 
installed the car had to be driven to the 
electricity works in Rockingham Road for 
a recharge, usually halting two or three 
times on the way if the cells were at their 
last gasp. The limits of the batteries made it 
mainly an in-town car. Its longest journey 
was to Northampton, 'but on the way back 
we had to keep stopping to let the batteries 
recover.' The . tiller steering was very 
sensitive, and twice when Doris was 
driving her mother in the passenger seat 

~ pulled on the tiller, to help avoid a hazard 
as she thought, and landed the car in the 
ditch. In the early days there were only 
three women drivers in Kettering - Mrs. 
Taylor, Doris, and Mrs. Lewis Bradshaw. 

Modern problems began to trouble 
motorists in the mid-thirties, when the 
town was so short of parking spaces that 
Woodcock's drapery on the Newland­
Montagu Street corner took special steps to 
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help customers avoid prosecution for ob­
struction. A young lady assistant was kept 
on duty at the door, ready to sit in 
customers' cars while they did their shop­
ping. Her job was to run for the owner at 
the first sign that the car would cause 
obstruction, or was being noticed by a 
policeman. 

But much earlier, in 1919, traffic at the 
top of Gold Street had become so heavy as 
to cause anxiety. When a suitable memorial 
for the 1914-18 war dead was discussed, a 
correspondent in the Kettering Co­
operative Magazine favoured something of 
value to the living. The Gold Street 
crossroads, he said, was already regarded as 
the most dangerous in Northamptonshire, 
and with increasing motor traffic would 
become much worse. He wanted a refuge 
for pedestrians crossing the road which 
could be inscribed with the names of the 
fallen and crowned with an illuminated 
clock tower. Anything less suitable could 
hardly be imagined. 

Back now to that first Kettering car, the 
1898 Benz Comfortable owned by the 
Hunt family. In 1934, walking through 
some of the town's allotments, I noticed a 
very old car standing by one of the garden 
huts. It was serving as a bench on which 
the allotment holders could sit and talk. I 
found that it was owned by Mr. W. E. 
Childs, a scrap dealer who had bought it at 
a Brigstock farm sale, and that on the farm 
the sturdy single-cylinder engine had been 
used to drive machinery. 

This was an important discovery, as the 
car was clearly an antique, and further 
inquiry revealed that it was the first 
Kettering-owned car, the Benz that had 
belonged to Mr. Hunt nearly 40 years 
before. There was no doubt - Mr. Jack 
Freeman was still around, and was able to 
identify it as the car he had driven into 
Kettering, and Mrs. Hunt and others also 
remembered it. I wrote an article about the 
Benz for the Kettering papers, and as a 
result £4 purchased it for Mr. Humphrey 
Jacques of Orlingbury Hall, an Oxford 
undergrad car enthusiast who already 

owned and ran a splendid 1902 Wolseley. 
He bought the Benz for restoration, but 
before work started the car made appear­
ances at fetes where people cheerfully aided 
charities by paying a shilling to start the 
engine, pulling round the spoked flywheel. 

Since then, what has happened to this 
piece of Kettering history? I made exten­
sive inquiries for this article but could find 
no trace of the Benz, and am still drawing a 
blank. At Orlingbury, the Jacques family 
left in the 1940s and no one knew a~ ything 
of the car. Through Christ Church Col­
lege, Oxford, I was able to find Mr 
Jacques, now the Revd. Humphrey Jac­
ques, MBE, TD, living at Buckhorn 
W eston, Dorset, who recalls that the car 
was completely restored with the aid of 
two friends at Burton Latimer, Mr. Frank 
Baker and Mr. Sydney Coleman. 

But Mr Jacques, in the Army Reserve 
when war broke out, was in France in 
September 1939, and for the next few years 
was occupied with more pressing matters. 
When he returned after the war his mother 
had moved to Bath, Orlingbury had been 
sold, and the W olseley had been bought by 
the Veteran Car Club. Mr. Jacques says 
that its stable companion, the Benz, 
accompanied it: 'They went to a good 
home, to a big motor company in North­
ampton, where I saw them in the 1950s.' 

I found that the W olseley, owned by 
Grose Ltd. of Northampton, has an hon­
oured place in their showrooms, but no 
one remembers the Benz. Mr. Stanley 
Sears, now living in Portugal, says: 'I was 
instrumental in selling the Wolseley to the 
late Mr. Will Grose about 1946 when I was 
chairman of the acquisition scheme of the 
Veteran Car Club, but I cannot recall the 
Benz at all.' 

I inquired of the Veteran Car Club, 
Classic Car printed a letter asking if anyone 
could help, and I heard from Mr. E. W. 
Garret of Oxted who keeps the Benz 
Register, which lists the 37 known Com­
fortables. But he cannot identify the 
Kettering car without some distinctive 
number or detail which after such a long 
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time is lacking. On the allotment the car 
bore the number BD446, which the com­
puter at the DVLC, Swansea, instantly 
turned up. But it was for a BSA motorcy­
cle owned in Wellingborough in 1919, to 
which the number was presumably re­
allocated after the Benz came off the road 
for its stint on the farm. 

Mr. Garret believes the Benz still exists. 
It would be too valuable to destroy, and he 
feels it is 'walled up' somewhere - owned 
by a family who do not know its story. 

The climax of this survey is provided by 
A. E. Smith and Son (Kettering) Ltd., 
founded in Carrington Street in 1898 by 
Alfred Edward Smith, wheelwright and 
coachbuilder. Their early account books, 
still in existence, list many old Kettering 
families requiring work on broughams, 
wagonettes, landaus, phaetons, traps, gigs 
and dog carts. At the bottom of the scale is 
repairing an organ-grinder's hand truck for 
2s (lOp). 

Work on motors, done at first for 
Charles Robinson, began to take over. The 
firm switched from horse vehicles and by 
the 1920s was making three-quarter coupe 
bodies to order, with ash frames, ·alumi­
nium panels, and built on to an Austin 
chassis. Constructing van and bus bodies 
followed, then made-to-order bodies for 
many purposes including fire engines. 

Today, run by brothers Graham and 
John Perkins, Smiths are making history. 
They are known in many parts of the 
world for specialised coachbuilding - any 
type of body on any type of chassis. One of 
the most notable achievements is supplying 
twenty of the leading Grand Prix racing 

* * * 

teams with 40-foot trailers, designed to 
transport their Formula 1 racing cars and all 
their ~echnical support to the world circuits 
through the season. Other work for clients 
worldwide included lorry cab extensions 
for crews making long journeys, mobile 
libraries and stores, accident rescue tenders, 
ambulances, mobile workshops, and spe­
cialist bodies for food and clothing distri­
butors. 

Recent commissions for bodies built on 
the Range Rover chassis include a vehicle 
for the surveillance of pilgrims at Mecca 
incorporating a vid~o camera mounted on a 
hundred-foot telescopic mast. Another, for 
a Saudi Arabian prince, is a vehicle for 
hunting fitted with extra petrol tanks, 
water tanks, radio equipment, storage for 
guns, hawk perches and elevating seats for 
the marksmen. Thoughtfully, the driver 
has an armour-plated back to his seat in 
case of accidents. Other special Range 
Rovers for overseas have been safari 
vehicles for India providing accommoda­
tion for days in the jungle. A husband and 
wife had 'his' and 'hers' bodies built on 
their two Range Rovers with com­
plementary red and white colour schemes. 

Nothing is too big or too small. One 
customer wanted a transporter for 30,000 
day old chicks, and another asked for his 
Minivan to be fitted with a perch so that his 
parrot coul4 ride with him. The latest 
order is for a limited edition of hand­
crafted quality bodies to be built on a 
Renault chassis by the 26 employees who 
keep alive all the old skills of working in 
wood and metal. 

* * 



THE ARCHIVES OF SIR GYLES ISHAM 
SIMON FENWICK 

Sir Gyles Isham, a former editor of this journal died in January 1976. His private papers have 
now been sorted, catalogued, and added to the Isham accumulation of some 20,000 
documents already deposited at the Northamptonshire Record Office at Delapre Abbey. 
This new archive, filling more than 70 boxes, was retrieved from bedrooms, offices and 
stables, and from drawers and cupboards throughout Lamport Hall. Gyles was not, for all 
his energies, the most organised of men, and his papers were in hopeless confusion. 

An attempt had been made by Gyles to order his papers using a series of coloured files; that 
is to say, a detailed list of intended categories existed, but it bore little relationship. to the 
chaotic, unfiled reality, and contained such unhelpful headings as 'pink- temporarily blue'. 
This instinct for disorder had one great merit: everything was saved. Rather than having to 
make the decision whether to keep or discard things Gyles preserved them and stowed them 
away somewhere. Thus there were papers dealing with the importation of a Lebanese spaniel 
in 1946 and X-rays for a broken elbow mixed in with historical research, bank statements, 
and receipted bills from the 1930s onwards. Not everything related directly to Gyles. There 
were two surprising treasures from the eighteenth century: a brass coffin plate from the 
Isham vault and a design by James Wyatt for a church memorial, but the present writer was 
less thrilled by the gold teeth and the bag of unwrapped toffees stuck to a packet of dog 
powders (for the Lebanese spaniel?). Toffees and dog powders went into three tea chests 
containing what was most definitely rubbish. 

The chief interest of these papers, lies in the way they reveal new information about the 
past, about a man and how he related to his times. 

The principal Isham Archive was already at Delapre but a certain number of earlier papers 
did come to light. One small envelope had been inscribed by Gyles, 'Not to be opened 
without my permission, 6 January 1956'. It contained a letter and a newspaper cutting 
relating to the death in 1846 of Sir Justinian Isham, which demonstrates an extraordinary 
degree of family sensitivity after 110 years. Sir Justinian, reported as suffering from needless 
depression about his financial affairs, had shot himself in an hotel bedroom in Cheltenham: 
'Amongst other schemes only think ofhis having provided everything for going to America, 
his wardrobe containing about 40 coats. '1 

The more endearing eccentricities ofJustinian's younger brother, Charles, are well known 
but it is a pleasure to be able to add to them. There were numerous reports and letters of 
congratulations on his golden wedding in 1897. Charles and Emily, his wife, missed it by 
going to Wales while family, friends and tenants celebrated at Lamport. One wonders to 
whom the silver-gilt cup was presented on the occasion. Perhaps not enough has been made 
of his musical career. Sir Charles performed on the drum at Northampton Town Hall in aid 
of the Servants Training Institute for Orphans, and is recollected- by Hugh Hole writing in 
1947- as claiming to have outplayed the local Militia at a Lamport dance.2 From an account 
in a letter in the Culme-Seymour archive at Rockingham Castle this seems quite possible: 

'Miss !sham's playing is delightful, and Sir Charles also plays a good deal, on several instruments, 
sometimes the cornet, sometimes the drum, & the castanets, & a whistle, but the cornet is much the 
pleasantest - the others are rather noisy! '3 

1 I 13/1 & 2 
I 216 
WR(S) /C 3 
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Sir Charles had daughters only and he broke the entail to provide for them. His heir, Sir 
V ere (a first cousin once removed), moved into Lamport where Gyles was born in 1903 but 
soon found he could not afford to stay and went to live much more modestly at St 
Leonards-on-Sea. In 1907 the house was let to Lord Ludlow who spent £40,000 ofhis wife's 
money enlarging the stables. Siegfried Sassoon recorded boxing his horses and hounds in the 
Lamport stables at that time when hunting with the Pytchley, 'a fine concourse of 
fashionable sporting folk'. 4 Lady Ludlow died and her husband was forced to seek another 
rich wife, eventually ·finding Lady Wernher of Luton Hoo. Lord Ludlow died (probably 
murdered) in 1922. 'He was much hated by his staff, and it is said they put rabbit netting up 
in the park to trip up his horse on his return from hunting! '5 

The contrast between Ludlow and his successors, Mr. and Mrs. Humphries, can be 
surmised by the tone of the following letter written by Mr Humphries after he had 
relinquished his own lease: 

'It used to worry me at Lamport Hall when my wife undertook the arranging of the flowers; what 
with the distance of the house from the gardens, and the size of the rooms, it was too much of an 
undertaking, and she would do it for herself. '6 

John Vere Isham, Sir Vere's elder son, joined the army (his father's profession) a few 
months before the outbreak of the First World War. He was soon sent to France with the 
Fifth Dragoon Guards. At the end of 1918 John's parents received a telegram saying he had 
been admitted to no. 24 General Hospital at Etaples 'with Boils Slight'. 7 On June 3rd he died 
from blood-poisoning, four months before his 21st birthday. A Belgian friend wrote of 'ce 
beaujeune soldat dont la physionomie ouverte respirait toute l'energie de sa race. ' 8 Gyles was 
now the heir, and in 1931 Sir Vere made over the Lamport estate to him. 

Of course, the war had altered everything (even Lord Ludlow had been reported as 'doing 
his bit' 9 as a special constable outside Buckingham Palace). In those years after the First 
World War when sales ofland were taking place on a massive scale, the temptation to sell up 
must have been very great. Certainly there were offers, one from 'a gentleman of 
considerable wealth', to but the house was only to be had for letting; it was, the agent 
claimed, on the books of everyone in London. 

Lam port Hall Club opened on the 7th of May 1933 and closed the following March. It left 
behind embarrassingly large quantities of undistributed advertising handbooks and half a 
dozen other documents including a list of creditors. The American Bar (the present Cabinet 
Room) had served such delightful cocktails as the 'bosom-hugger' and the 'Is ham'. What 
exactly these were we shall now, alas, never know. 

The notion was of a country club based on Lamport's situation in prime hunting country. 
There was a row with the late Lord Spencer about the gates and fences on the estate which 
prompted this letter from Althorp dated 16 January 1934: 

'It is terribly sad that the owner ofLamport and I should be carrying on this kind of correspondence, 
but I do know the difficulties oflandowners - but especially of absentee ones and how much power 
is necessarily in the hands of unreasonable and rude underlings. ' tt 

4 Siegfried Sassoon, The We aid of You th p. 198 
I 807 
I 200 

7 I 39/24 

8 1 40/1 
9 I 933 

10 I 77 
11 I 78 
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We are seeing an old and a new world colliding here. The perpetuation of country society is 
troubled from below by 'underlings' no longer willing to be deferential and from within by 
one of its own- in law a gentleman is 'a man who has no occupation'- who is obliged to be 
aw.ay from home to work for his living. In this case fences were, quite literally, mended and 
peace restored. 

The records for the inter-war years are not as plentiful as might have been expected; fewer 
letters have been preserved, probably on account of Gyles's peripatetic existence as a 
professional actor. He kept a flat in London but much of his time was spent in Stratford or on 
tour in the provinces. He also spent six months in Hollywood awaiting that star role which, 
despite his part in Anna Karenina with Greta Garbo in 1935, never materialised. The 
professional uncertainty of an actor's life was mirrored by that other uncertainty: what to do 
with Lamport? The emotional tie towards a house and its estate can be very strong. Gyles 
recalled that on his conversion to Roman Catholicism Millicent, his mother, feared he 
'would become bigoted, and fill the village with Roman Catholicism; it would make things 
so difficult for the local clergyman. '12 In 1937 the Duke of Gloucester turned down Lam port 
because he wanted a house in Bel voir rather than in Pytchley country. At long last Whitton, 
the agent, was able to inform Gyles that he had made a lucrative letting- to the Electric 
Construction Company of Shellmex House for £400 a year. But the date of his letter was the 
7th of September 1939 and, despite the very best efforts of the Hastings District Joint 
Committee of Save Europe Now, on which Millicent served, war had broken our four days 
earlier. 

Gyles had a 'good war' by all accounts. He had joined the Territorials with the London 
Irish Rifles in April 1939 and was subsequently commissioned in the King's Royal Rifle 
Corps, rising to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 1943. He served in military intelligence 
with the 8th Army in North Africa and in Palestine, not returning to England until his 
demobilisation in 1946. A considerable amount of correspondence exists from these years in 
thin blue airmail letters or as photographed messages of reduced size to be read with the aid 
of a magnifying-glass. For obvious reasons information as to Gyles's activities is restricted. 
Lamport must have seemed a world away from North Africa and yet could be brought 
unexpectedly close. A letter from Gyles to his mother to thank her for a Harrods' parcel of 
cake, chocolate, shortbread, and sweets, includes this passage on the ironies of war: 

'Was it I who sat drinking chianti at ten in the morning in a looted house with an Italian officer 
prisoner & talking about Kelmarsh which he knew quite well.' t3 

'It was impossible to foresee, in the spring Qf 1944, the present cult of the English country house,' 

.wrote Evelyn Waugh in his 1959 Preface to Brideshead Revisited. 

'It seemed then that the ancestral seats which were our chief artistic achievement were doomed to 
decay and spoliation like the monasteries of the sixteenth century.' 

His novel, 'a panegyric over an empty coffin', was, Waugh claimed, a souvenir of the mood 
of wartime rather than of the twenties and thirties with which it ostensibly deals. Evidence 
was at hand locally. At Papillon Hall, near Market Harborough, all the pictures were sent for 
sale. Kept informed of events by his mother, Gyles wrote back to her about the departure of 
the Lilford family from Lilford Hall: 

12 I 199 
13 I 266 
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'Poor Lilford! All these great houses will soon be more of a problem than ever. Yet so much history 
belongs to them; people even in the distant future will regret their disappearance.' 14 

After the war the preservation of the past was to be the abiding passion in Gyles's life. 
Meanwhile in Palestine there was spare time to spend reading Trollope and ~aking pleasure in 
the 'marigolds, larkspur, snapdragons and petunias' 12 which flowered there all together in 
March. 

The occupation of Lamport by the Electric Construction Company did not last long. 
They were turned out in favour of Italian prisoners-of-war. 

'I wonder what Sir Justinian would have said to his house being taken over by Italian prisoners. He, 
it is true, suffered indignities at the hands of Cromwell.' 16 

It was especially ironic that Gyles should spend so long abroad fighting Italians when his 
house was filled with them back in England. 

We are given from this time an amusing account by Robert Speaight, an intimate and 
lifelong friend of Gyles, of stately home survival at Stratfield Sa ye in Hampshire. Speaight 
had gone down the day before D-Day whilst gathering interviews for the BBC to celebrate 
the fall of Rome: 

'I spent many hours motoring about in an ominously silent English countryside, recording addresses 
from various distinguished people on different aspects of Rome . . . As the crown of my collection, I 
motored down to Stratfield Saye House to get the Duke of Wellington to speak on Roman 
architecture: I had never been to the house before, and mistook a splendid avenue oflime trees for its 
inevitable approach. This, however, ended in what was clearly the Dower House. An extraordinary 
butler, looking like a rather grotesque performance by Ernest Thesiger, came to the door, and when 
asked whether his Grace was in, replied , in astonishing falsetto, "His Grace! His Grace! It is the old 
Duchess Maud lives here!" One was right back, in a moment, to the world of Locksley Hall and Sir 
Waiter Vivian, the mad squires and moated granges of older dynasties than ours. I wish you could 
have seen the expression on the face of the recording engineers when presented with this close-up of 
aristocracy in confident decay. When at last, after travelling it seemed, for miles through vast park 
lands, we reached the sumptuous structure ofStratfield Saye, Gerald Wellington met us at the door, 
exclaiming with some froideur that we were nearly an hour late and that "lunch was on the table". 
However, we quickly made the recording and then were given sandwiches and coffee in the hall 
with Wellingtonia all around us . ' 17 · 

On Giles's return to England in 1946 he found Lamport still in army occupation- and in 
quite shocking condition, the estate staff not having been allowed to make the most basic 
repairs during wartime. He worked briefly for the Foreign Offive but from now on his life 
would be centred round the Hall and its restoration. 'The cult of the country house', of 
which Waugh was to speak was still very far from the minds of most post-war Britons. 
There was little money, scarcely any staff, and ~a large, cold, partly derelict house to support. 
Hugh Hole wrote to him from Caunton Manor in Nottinghamshire: 

'These days most of those houses are gone for ever: the few survivors are cooking in their kitchens 
as, indeed, is happening here ... '18 

14 I 257 
15 ibid., 
16 I 258 

17 I 144 
18 I 216 
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PLATE 1. SIR GYLES ISHAM IN THE GARDEN AT LAMPORT IN THE 1960s 
(Lamport Hall Trust) 

The old life was gone. Gyles felt confident enough, however, to refuse a prospective buyer. 
Much of the rest of the archive deals with Sir Gyles's manifold interests (he had inherited 

the title in 1941). A list dated February 1959 shows that he was a member of no less than 4 7 
committees;19 and he gave up his time to many causes. He did not return to the stage 
because, 1he said, he was never asked. Perhaps , as Richard Foulkes has remarked, it is not 
surprising that 'after his military experiences in North Africa the make-believe world of the 
theatre1should lack the power to attract him a second time.' 2o 

Although he took up farming and politics , his real passions - for which there are most 
documents - w ere history, buildings and preservation. His work for the Inspectorate of 
Ancient Monuments and Historic Buildings in Northamptonshire must have given him 
particular pleasure in combining all these interests so fully. Sometimes sadly little could be 
preserved. From nearby Brixworth H all, demolished in 1954, he rescued a door (now in the 
Cabinet Room) and the safe key with its label, inscribed 'V. Wayte Wood Esq.' 21 From 
Faxton Church, on its destruction, he kept a fragment of mediaeval wall painting and 
collected photographs of the last villagers- Mrs. Humphries, 'Faxton's last worshipper', and 
Mr. Muggleton, the village constable.22 

This article can give only an inadequate account of the extent of the archive. It is fitting, 
however, that the work on the records should have been done. Many local historians and this 
journal itself are much in Gyles's debt. Sir Hilary Jenkinson, the former head of the Public 
Record Office records23 alone. A more appropriate momument is Lamport Hall and its 
continuing existence and conservations. 

2 1 I 1378 
19 I 838/3 
20 NP & P 1980, Richard Foulkes, 'Gyles Isham: Shakespearean Actor' 

22 I 648/41 & 43 
23 I 217 

ERRATUM P.369, 2nd. line from bottom, after ' ••• Record Office' 
insert '. · •• said of Gyles that he deserved a 

statue for saving the German Foreign Office ••• ' 
(in the same line ) for 'momument' read 'monument• ••• ' 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

THE RED EARL: 

THE PAPERS OF THE FIFTH EARL SPENCER, 1835-1910. 
Edited by PETER GORDON, VOL. 2, 1885-1910 

(Northamptonshire Record Society, vol. 34) Northampton, 1986. 

The first volume of this correspondence was reviewed in Northamptonshire Past and Present 
volume VII, No. 1; that covered the hey day of the great Victorian landed aristocracy. It 
ended with the defeat of the Gladstone government. This volume takes up from that point 
and covers Spencer's career until it was to all intents ended with his stroke in 1905. These 
were years of great and significant changes in British political, social, and economic affairs, 
and in all of them Spencer played a leading part. When Gladstone made Ireland the leading 
political issue Spencer loyally followed him; ·when Gladstone caused a deep split within his 
own Liberal party Spencer stuck to his leader despite the deep divisions which this caused not 
only within politics but inside Society as a whole. The Queen pointedly snubbed him, and 
even members of his own family (at least those who had split with Gladstone over Home 
Rule for Ireland) refused to have him in their homes. At a time when the 'Country House 
weekend' was very much part of the social round such gestures hurt- and were intended to 
hurt. 

But these were more than years when political differences ran deep. The whole structure 
of political life was changing. Peers could now take an active part of electioneering, and this 
correspondence chronicles the extent to which he was called on to speak all over the country. 
More recent election campaigns have obscured the importance of the big public meeting; in 
the age bef01:e the appearance of the 'mass media' it was the more important to stump the 
country, and public figures were expected to play a leading part. Such meetings were well 
attended, but to someone like Spencer who was far from being a polished and easy speaker 
they must have represented a constant effort. Nonetheless he did well, and one report tells of 
him keeping an audience of 5,000 'enthralled' for over an hour. Equally significantly these 
papers illustrate the continual strains within the Liberal party and the need to try and prevent 
its disintegration into factions inspired more by loyalty to particular political personalities 
than to points of essential principle. 

If political issues were changing so too was the economic scene. Even a man of Spencer's 
position was not immune from the impact of falling rentrolls and collapsing returns. In 1885 
his income was 40% lower than it had been ten years earlier, and by 1892 he had been forced 
to take a drastic step. Earlier Earls Spencer had accumulated a collection of books long 
acknowledged as one of the finest Libraries in Europe. It fell to the fifth Earl to sell it to Mrs. 
Rylands for £220,000, but even that did not enable a full financial recovery and comments 
about financial difficulties continue throughout the correspondence. Let it be admitted 
however that finance did not prevent the Spencers engaging in long tours of the world (in 
which they experienced an earthquake in Japan), nor did it impede his hunting activities as 
Master of the Pytchley. His visits to continental spas remained an important part of his life, 
while his activities as Chairman of the Northampton County Council are also well 
chronicled. But the letters show also the decay of the Liberals as he had known them, and he 
was not altogether in sympathy with such newer politicians as Lloyd George or his 
associates. If he remained prominent in leadership it was almost because there were few to 
take his place in the Lords, as well as a repayment to him of that loyalty he had shown to 
others. Balfour commented after one of his speeches in the Lords, 'What an amazing 
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example Spencer is of what can be done in this country by a noble presence and a great 
hereditary position and fine personal record, assisted by no intellectual parts of any kind.' 
Balfour was perhaps too unkind, but even his obituary by C. P. Scott claimed for him a 
place not so much as a leader as a prominent lieutenant. 

Equally significant in this portrait of the fifth Earl Spencer are the insights given into his 
family life. 

Once again there can only be praise for Professor Gordon's edition of these letters. He has 
produced a masterly combination of introduction, editorial comment on each letter, and a 
selection which throws light on the many different aspects of Spencer's career as well as the 
context within which he lived. In so doing he has laid tribute upon a wide variety of archival 
collections, and in listing the extent of the Spencer archive itself he has illustrated its 
importance for any understanding of nineteenth-century political life. The review of the first 
volume of correspondence paid tribute to editor and Society; it would be impossible to do 
more than echo what was said then. To Professor Gordon a great debt is owed for his work; 
as much is owed to the Northamptonshire Record Society for this production. It is a fine 
volume, sumptuously produced, a credit to the Society and its members, to its editor, and 
above all to the sponsorship of Mrs Hilda Benham and the Benham Charitable Settlement. 

AUBREY NEWMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER 

SHORTER NOTICES 

The curse of ·an annual journal is that reviews of good books sometimes appear a long time 
after publication. With due apologies for this it is a pleasure to welcome Roland Holloway's 
Northamptonshire. Fifty years of Photographs 1924-1974, published by Northamptonshire 
Libraries in 1985 (price £7. 50). As we have come to expect from this publisher it is superbly 
designed and produced, and with over 380 photographs, good value for money. Roland 
Holloway was a local press photographer, working first for the Northampton Independent, 
which his father founded, and then for the Chronicle and Echo. Like all good press 
photographers he had an eye for a pjcture. At his very best he reminds one of 
Cartier-Bresson, as with his Corpus Christi Procession at Billing, and is a great capturer of 
the spontaneity of life: I like the photo of local boys swarming all over a tank in 
Northampton Market Place in 1940. The book is also a very good visual commentary on the 
rapidity of change in the past twenty-five years, and in many ways is a poignant reminder 
that life passes like a flash, and change takes place without cease or sentiment. 

Railway buffs (and their number is legion) will agree as they turn the pages of the 
Northamptonshire Libraries' more recent volume, Steam Nos{algia Around Northampton, 
1987, (price £8.95). The passing of the steam engine, and the axing of much of the old 
railway network is a spectacular, and to many a hurtful, reminder of the power of thrusting 
modernity and the state. Again, the production of the book does full justice to the superb 
quality of the photographs, collected by the two editors Richard Coleman and Joe 
Rajczonek. Such pictures as the shot of a coal train in 1921 chugging up the bank towards 
Hunsbury Hill, with a panorama of the town behind it or Coronation Pacific No. 46220 
(No. 71~ are quite magnificently evocative. In a way this is a book for the aficionado, and 
there are no enthusiasts like railway enthusiasts for the subtle nuances of detail in what, to the 
uninitiated, looks like yet another photo of a steaming loco. There are many such in this 
collection. Above all this is a local celebration, with section headings proudly proclaiming 
'To Blisworth and Beyond', 'Down the line to Roade' and 'Along the Bedford Branch'. 
Local pride and interest is what these books are about, and one hopes that Northamptonshire 
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people are aware of what fine work John Munro and the Leisure and Libraries Services do in 
producing them. I do not know of any other county which has a comparable programme. 

National bodies are also interested in the local scene, and Northamptonshire is fortunate to 
have been singled out for close attention in the past few years by that scholarly quango, the 
Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England. In 1986 HMSO published 
Nonconformist Chapels and Meeting-houses in Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire at the very 
reasonable price of £2.50. This is a part, afascicule, of a much bigger work, An Inventory of 
Nonconformist Chapels and Meeting Houses in Central England, and is welcome on several 
counts. The thoroughness and monumentality of Royal Commission publications make 
them very expensive, and their cost bars people from access to the range of information they 
contain, except for those who are either big spenders on books, or prepared to seek them out 
in reference libraries. Sensitive to the charge of being elitist, and publishing in a manner 
which is old-fashioned and expensive, the Royal Commission has recently produced 
cheaper, paper-back versions of their work, or parts of it, of which this is an example. Both 
the principle and this volume are to be welcomed. Although there is now little interest in the 
history of religion, except among specialists, the importance of nonconformity in English 
(and Northamptonshire) life in the past 300 years is hard to overstate, and although the main 
thrust of this work is architectural, the information in the notes on each chapel on these two 
counties is valuable material for the historian tracing the local progress of nonconformity. 
What is instructive in having Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire together are the difference 
in the patterns of noncomformity they exhibit. Presbyterianism and Congregationalism 
were stronger in Northants than Oxfordshire, Quakers were more prominent in the latter, 
whilst Baptists were strong in both. Of course, being confined to old meeting houses still 
extant (or recently demolished) the full history of nonconformity is not told here, but it is 
valuable to have all this information gathered together. The policy of producing cheap 
versions of the Commission's research is one this reviewer heartily supports and hopes will 
be extended. 

Banbury Historical Society's latest publication (Vol. 18) is Banbury Gaol Records, edited by 
R. Renold (1987). Built around the journal of Robert Gardner, the gaoler, for the period 
1829 to 1839, to which other contemporary sources have been added, this volume has a 
useful introduction and full indices, and is the worthy product of much scholarly effort. It 
has to be admitted, though, the list-like nature of Gardner's journal- 'Nov 1 (1832) A Man 
brought by Butler on charge of stealing a Copper Furnace at Brackley. M. ]ones liberated on 
Bail. The above man taken to A ynho ... ' does not make for a great read and the time-span 
covered is rather narow for students of crime and punishment generally. On the other hand 
it will be oflocal and genealogical interest to people living in the area: much use was made of 
Banbury gaol by the magistrates in the Brackley, Aynho, Farthingstone district as well as in 
Oxfordshire. Priced at £10.00, plus £1.00 p. & p., it is available from Banbury Museum, 8 
Horsefair, Banbury, Oxon. 

In the year of Domesday celebrations, came two publications with a Domesday emphasis. 
Domesday Book in Rutland: The Dramatis Personae by Prince Yuri Galitzin (1986), price £2.55, 
is a 'Who was Who in Rutland in 1086', with a section on 'Antecessors', or, 'Who was Who 
in 1066'. As the editor demonstrates, the story of Domeday and the conquest comes alive 
when we try to find more about those whose names appear in the Great Survey, ruffianly 
foreign mercenaries though most of them were. Rutland Record No. 7 (1987) also has two 
Domesday pieces. One by Edmund King, this society's general editor, on the making of the 
Rutland Domesday, the other by Dr. Barrie Cox of Nottingham University on the 
place-names of Rutland, for the study of which subject the Survey is a key text. This issue 
has other useful pieces, including 'Shakespeare in Rutland'. It is priced at £3.50, and both are 
available from the County Museum at Oakham, LE 15 6HW, p. & p. 60p. extra. 

Finally a mention of a journal from a new quarter, Now and Then. The Life and Times of 
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Bulwick, Blatherwycke, Laxton, Deene and Deenethorpe. Consisting of oral history, essays, 
poems and some nice photographs, and well reproduced, it is about life in the not too distant 
past, mainly from a worm's eye view, though squires occasionally intrude to give a bit of 
glamour. Not all the verse is quite up to the standard of'The Lion that Ate Albert', but there 
are nice things here- I particularly liked Jack Elliot's 'Morning', (Vol. 1), with its portrait of 
George Kerfoot, alias 'Gooseberry', a poacher 

They reckoned he could hardly see in the daylight and he used to be blinking all the time and hardly 
ever shaved- that's why he was called Gooseberry. He used to come into the Cardigan Arms and 
when he sat down, chuck a rabbit under someone's chair. The person sitting there would then order 
him a drink . .. 

Produced by Bob Howe ofHighgate House, Bulwick near Corby, the first number did well 
and a second was produced for 1987. They are available at £1.75 per copy from bookshops or 
Mr. Howe. · 

R. L. G. 

* * * * * 

VICTORIAN VALUES 
Mr. Ivan Smith, who lives at New Milton, Hampshire, sent me this memory of the fifth Earl Spencer, 
evoked by the Society's publication of the two volumes of the Earl's correspondence. Mr Smith spent 
part of his childhood in Kettering, was apprenticed to journalism on the Kettering Guardian, and edited 
papers in various parts of the country. He is now retired. 

"My maternal grandfather, John Richard Unwin, was the master tailor at the bottom of 
Northampton market square, where all his children were born. The family lived in the 
many-bedroomed house above his business premises, and there was a large gateway to serve his 
workshops at the rear. 

The 'Red Earl' and my grandfather, I was always told, were well-acquainted. Both were big men, 
and both had a similarly-cut flaming red beard. One day they came face to face in the market place, 
looked at one another, and laughed. They continued for some year~ to run across one another on 
market days, and the contact resulted in my grandfather enjoying the business of providing clothing for 
all the outdoor staff at Althorp, when the estate staff was much larger than today. They were 
coachmen, ostlers, stables staff, gamekeepers and others. 

My grandfather was a Mid-Victorian, older than my grandmother. I remember her well, as when 
she was widowed she lived for a time with my aunt Salvia who was schpolmistress at Dallington, and 
whose home was the first thatched house in the village. My mother and I also lived there during the 
first World War. 

Grandmother wore a heavy black silk or satin dress and went to Dallington church dressed in a heavy 
brocaded silk cape and Victorian bonnet with ribb~ns which fastened in a large bow under her chin. 
When my grandfather died he left her with thirteen children, six boys and seven girls, and another one 
on the way, who was a weakling and died. The others all survived. 

My grandfather must have been a typically strict type. Every Sunday morning all the children were 
paraded for inspection after they had been prepared by the servants. He carefully checked for clean 
hands, necks, and particularly the wearing of the clothing. They then had to walk sedately in crocodile 
from the market square round the corner to All Saints Church for the service- what an advertisement 
for the tailor!" 

TONYIRESON 



OBITUARY: 
ERNEST TIMSON, O.B.E. 

Mr. Ernest Timson, a distinguished member of the Society who died in July aged 85, was 
known world-wide as a designer and manufacturer of printing presses and associated 
equipment. He played a leading part in the remarkable expansion of Timsons Ltd. from a 
one-man Kettering enterprise into a firm enjoying great prestige in more than sixty 
countries. 

His father, Arthur Timson, began in the 1890s making cycles and mangles in a back 
garden shed. He undertook repairs to shoemaking machinery, moved to a town centre shop, 
began to make printing machinery, and established an engineering plant which became 
today's extensive Perfecta Works in Bath Road. 

Ernest joined as an apprentice in 1920, worked up through all the departments, was 
appointed managing director in 1940, and chairman in 1956 on the death of his father. 
During almost fifty years many of the firm's products owed their success to his gifts as an 
inventor and designer. 

Timson rotary presses have through the years produced uncounted millions of postage 
stamps for Britain and countries overseas, and all over the world Governments and 
contractors use the firm's machines for printing monetary and security applications, bankers 
cheques and orders, Forces documents, Post Office stationery, airmail letters, official 
documents, and all the innumerable forms required for the smooth administration of 
countries and states. 

The firm's machines touch ordinary life at many points, chiefly through the production of 
computer stationery, passports, driving licences, pension books, gas and electricity bills, and 
credit card vouchers. Every home contains many examples of books produced on Timson 
machines, from high quality works of reference and Bibles to paperbacks. 

Mr. Timson received the MBE in 1949, the OBE in 1960, and in 1980 the Gold Medal of 
the Institute of Printing for distinguished service to the industry. He was chairman of the 
British Printing Machinery Association 1943-72, and for 17 years a Kettering borough 
councillor, besides serving as a governor of the former Kettering Technical College, 
chairman of Kettering Chamber of Trade and of the Youth Employment Committee. He 
was a life deacon of Fuller Church, Kettering, and for many years on the council of the 
Baptist Union and the board of the Baptist Missionary Society. He was greatly interested in 
charity work, and converted and extended his parents' home, Northam House, as sheltered 
accommodation for the elderly. When the Primitive Methodist Church, a building of 
character adjoining his works became redundant, he acquired and preserved it as the firm's 
drawing office. During his last illness he kindly helped with the article on motoring in 
Kettering which appears in this issue. 

Mr. Timson met his wife, Gwenllian, when she came to Kettering in 1943 as a teacher 
with Dame Alice Owen's School, evacuated from London. She died two years ago. Their 
daughter Jane married Mr. Peter Brown, who joined Mr. Timson in the firm and succeeded 
him as managing director in 1978. They have three sons. 

An approachable friend to all, Mr. Timson was held in great affection and respect. Many 
people who benefited from his wise guidance and appreciated his gift for kindly humour will 
deeply mourn his loss. 

TONYIRESON 
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