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Preface

It is particularly appropriate that this volume was completed in the
centenary year of the Northamptonshire Record Society. Joan Wake
was our founder and the editor of the first volume in our series of
publications, Quarter Sessions Records of the seventeenth century.
William Thomas Meadows was the editor of our second text, Henry of
Pytchley’s Book of Fees, a volume which shows a mastery of the records
of the monastery and diocese of Peterborough. Mellows would go on
to edit a further five volumes for the Society, and the present volume is
the eighth of those published in memory of his son, (Thomas) Anthony
Mellows, using funds that he left in trust to the Dean and Chapter of
Peterborough.

What I have termed the ‘house chronicle’ of Peterborough Abbey
covers the period from its foundation to shortly before the Black Death.
It is known under the names of three of the monks of the house, Hugh
Candidus, Robert of Swaffham, and Walter of Whittlesey. It has been
edited in its entirety just once, by Joseph Sparke in 1723. Mellows had
projected a new edition of the Latin text of the whole chronicle. In the
event, only the first part, Hugh Candidus, appeared. The Latin text,
The Chronicle of Hugh Candidus, was published by Oxford University
Press in 1949; an English translation was issued by the Peterborough
Museum Society in 1941, and reprinted by them in 1966. Since there
is a serviceable edition of Hugh Candidus, it has been decided to
publish the present edition, which contains the Latin text with a
facing-page English translation, in reverse order. Volume 2, the text of
Robert of Swaffham and Walter of Whittlesey, appears now, under my
editorship. Volume 1, Hugh Candidus, will follow, I hope at no long
interval, under the editorship of Dr Nicholas Karn and myself.

The editor of the first edition, Joseph Sparke, had been a student at
St John's College, Cambridge. The printer’s son, William Bowyer, had
studied at the College between 1716 and 1722 and very likely corrected
the proofs. And when I as a member of the College started my work
on the estates of Peterborough Abbey in the autumn of 1963, I was able
to use the copy of Sparke’s edition owned by the first historian of the
College, Thomas Baker, one of the few subscription copies that can
be firmly identified. Not only that but the College, though the kind
offices of the sub-librarian, Norman Buck, had it rebound especially
so that I might take it out on long-term loan. This might almost appear
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X Preface

to be a College enterprise, sustained over three centuries. I am pleased
to have this opportunity to dedicate the volume to the College, in
recognition of my debt to it and in particular memory of the two most
recent historians of the College, Edward Miller and Peter Linehan.

I have received invaluable help from friends and colleagues
as I have worked on this edition. Successive drafts of the text and
introduction were read by Dr David Hall, the General Editor of the
Northamptonshire Record Society, by Dr Karn, the General Editor
of the Anthony Mellows Memorial series, and by Dr Sandra Raban,
who has published exemplary editions of the Account Rolls and the
Register (White Book) of Abbot Godfrey of Crowland in this series.
I have had prompt and helpful responses to my queries from Dr
Nicholas Bennett, Professors Wendy Childs, Anne Duggan, Peter
Fergusson (1), and Mark Greengrass, Dr Jackie Hall, Mr Tim Halliday,
Professors Sandy Heslop and Julian Luxford, Dr John Maddicott,
Mr Andrew North, Dr Kathleen Thompson, and Professor Nicholas
Vincent. My wife Jenny has been supportive throughout.

My edition has been completed in the middle of a national lockdown,
consequential on the Covid pandemic, and I am particularly
indebted to the individuals and institutions who have given me the
confidence and practical help to make this possible. The text survives
in two manuscripts, known as the Books of Robert of Swaffham
(Cambridge University Library, Peterborough MS 1) and Walter of
Whittlesey (British Library, Add. MS 39758). Swaftham is currently
under conservation at Cambridge University Library and will shortly
be made available online in the Cambridge Digital Library. My
warm thanks to Dr Suzanne Paul, Keeper of Manuscripts, and the
conservator, Mr Shaun Thompson. Whittlesey has the greater part
of the text. The British Library has digitised the manuscript and I am
very grateful to Dr Eleanor Jackson for facilitating this work. Further
Peterborough Abbey manuscripts are to be digitised by the Society of
Antiquaries of London.

Dr Hall had just approved the text, which he had worked on with his
characteristic mixture of sympathetic understanding and attention to
detail, when he died on 1 August 2021. His loss is keenly felt. I am
extremely grateful to his successor, Mr Neil Lyon, for helping to see the
book through the press, and to Mr Paul Luffman, for setting complex
facing-pages texts with such skill.

The errors that remain are mine. I would ask of the reader the same
charity which the chronicler asked for Abbot Robert of Lindsey: Siquid
deliquit sit ueniale sibi / If he offended in any way, let him be pardoned
(para. 36, below).

Sheffield, Michaelmas 2021



Introduction

1 Chronicles and Chroniclers

In the central middle ages, the monks of Peterborough Abbey
produced a series of chronicles and annals, the majority written in the
abbey but a number continued and adapted material that had been
composed elsewhere. These works provided the monks with their
identity, allowing them to define themselves in terms of their past
history, and showing their relationships to their neighbours, to the
wider kingdom and to western Christendom as a whole. With just a
few — though one of them very significant — exceptions, they are all
written in Latin and can be regarded as expressions of the learned and
Latin culture of the medieval church. They also include other material,
drawn from oral sources or from vernacular works, especially poetry,
which show the rootedness of the abbey in its Northamptonshire
and Midland context. Many of the larger monasteries did the same,
of which St Albans and Bury St Edmunds are the best known; but
Peterborough was unusual in the number of such records which it
produced, in their range, and in the length of time over which they
were written. In consequence, more than one important text has been
published and is cited in the academic literature as a ‘Peterborough
chronicle’. It will be useful to consider these briefly, before a fuller
discussion of the house history, which is the subject of the present
edition.!

The earliest, the best known, and the most significant of these texts
is the final continuation of The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, known as
the ‘E’ text, and more descriptively as the Peterborough Chronicle. At
some point in the middle of Henry I's reign, a copy of the chronicle
was borrowed from the monks of Christ Church, Canterbury, by
the monks of Peterborough, from which they made their own text,
copying the entries up to 1121 with some material of Peterborough
interest, and then adding new material up to 1154. The manuscript
remained in the monastic library until the Dissolution, came thereafter
into the collections of Archbishop Laud, and was presented by him in
1639 to the Bodleian Library in Oxford, where it is now catalogued as

1  Karn and King, ‘Peterborough Chronicles”.

1



2 The Peterborough Chronicles

MS Laud misc. 636.% It is the work of two scribes. The first wrote the
entries up and including 1121, and then updated the text periodically
over the next decade. The second wrote a more discursive text covering
the period from 1132 to 1155, composed around the latter date. Both
hands have been identified in other Peterborough manuscripts; the
second wrote what is now the first section of the earliest Peterborough
cartulary, the Black Book.?

The final entries in the Peterborough text of the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle represent not so much a narrative as a series of meditations
on the disorders of King Stephen’s reign. It is the classic text on what
has become known as ‘the anarchy’.

When the traitors understood that he was a mild man, and gentle and
good, and did not exact the full penalties of the law, they perpetrated
every enormity. ... I have neither the ability nor the power to tell all the
horrors nor all the torments they inflicted upon the wretched people
of this country; and that lasted the nineteen years while Stephen was
king, and it was always going from bad to worse. They levied taxes
on the villages every so often, and called it “protection money’. When
the wretched people had no more to give, they robbed and burned
the villages, so that you could easily go a full day’s journey and
never find anyone occupying a village, nor land tilled. ... Wherever
cultivation was done, the ground produced no corn, because the land
was all ruined by such doings, and they said openly that Christ and
his saints were asleep.*

By way of counterpoint, the writer emphasises the good rule of
Abbot Martin of Bec.” He died in January 1155, a few weeks after the
coronation of Henry II, and the chronicle concludes with the election
of Abbot William of Waterville, a member of one of the knightly
families of the abbey.

2 The Peterborough Chronicle: The Bodleian Manuscript Laud Misc. 636, ed. Dorothy
Whitelock (Early English Manuscripts in Facsimile 4: Copenhagen, 1954). It is
available online via the ‘Digital Bodleian” web-pages.

3 The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: A Collaborative Edition 7 MS. E, ed. Susan Irvine
(Cambridge, 2004), pp. xviii-xxiii; The Peterborough Chronicle 1070-1154,
ed. Cecily Clark, 2nd edn (Oxford, 1970), pp. xv-xviii; Bishop, ‘Notes on
Cambridge Manuscripts’, p. 440; Martin, no. 1.2.

4 The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: A Revised Translation, ed. Dorothy Whitelock, with
David C. Douglas and Susie Tucker, 2nd edn (London, 1965), s.a. 1137, pp.
198-200.

5 Malasree Home, The Peterborough Version of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle:
Rewriting Post-Conguest History (Woodbridge, 2015), pp. 88-91.
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A further Peterborough chronicle is found bound up with other texts
in British Library, Cotton MS Claudius A. V, given in the Cottonian
catalogue the title ‘Chronicon Angliae per Johannem Abbatem Burgi’.®
This is the fullest set of Latin annals associated with the monastery.
The extent and nature of the association has been debated. For the
great Felix Liebermann, these were ‘the Peterborough-Spalding
annals’, and whilst recently they have become known as ‘the Spalding
annals’, there is good reason to retain the dual identification.” The first
entry relates to the founding of the monastery at Medeshamstede, by
Peada, king of the Mercians, in 654: and there is considerable interest
in the abbots of Peterborough, particularly in the period from the
Conquest to the early thirteenth century. Later this interest in heads
of house seems to have been transferred to the priors of Spalding,
all of whom are noted between the years 1229 and 1353, with the
abbots of Peterborough now evaluated at a distance, at times with awe:
Abbot Godfrey of Crowland was ‘an outstanding man, who showed
prodigious energy in secular affairs’® At some point thereafter this
manuscript became once again a Peterborough book, kept in the
library of the monastery, and distinguished as ‘the book of Abbot
John'. A literal reading made Abbot John the author of the book and no
Peterborough abbot of that name fitted the bill. Once it is recognised
that this was a book in his possession, however, there would seem to
be no difficulty in identifying the abbot as John Deeping, one of the
more long lived (1409-1438) and more ineffectual of the monastery’s
leaders. He came from Deeping, in the neighbourhood of Spalding,
and so would have been well placed to repatriate the volume.’

Another set of annals, included in the later section of the Black Book,
has been published as the Peterborough chronicle.”” In a sense, in terms
of its chronological range, this may be seen as taking the place of the

6 BL Cotton MS Claudius A. V, §I, fos. 2-45: printed Sparke, 1, pp. 1-137;
Chronicon Angliae Petriburgense (CAP), ed. ]J. A. Giles (Caxton Society 1845).
The manuscript was digitised in 2018 and is available online.

7  F Liebermann, Uber ostenglische Geschichtsquellen des 12., 13., 14. Jahrhunderts,
besonders den falschen Ingulf (Hanover, 1892), pp. 11-12; Gransden, Historical
Writing, 1, p. 403 note 155; Henry Summerson, ‘Peterborough, John of
(supp. fl. 1369), OxDNB, art. no. 14857, Richard Kay, ‘Walter of Coventry
and the Barnwell Chronicle’, Traditio 54 (1999), pp. 141-67; Karn and King,
‘Peterborough Chronicles’, p. 21.

8 CAP, s.a. 1299, p. 158: ‘vir magnificus, et ingentis industriae in temporalibus
tractandis’.

9 Edmund King, ‘Deeping, John (d. 1439), Abbot of Peterborough’, OxDNB, art.
104410 (online only).

10 Black Book, fos. 75r-80v, 85r-136v (Martin, no. 1.3); Chronicon Petroburgense
(Chr. P.), ed. Thomas Stapleton (Camden Society 47, 1849).
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Peterborough-Spalding annals. This text starts with an entry for 1122,
recording the marriage of Henry I to Adeliza of Louvain (in fact, 1121),
the death of Ralph, archbishop of Canterbury, and the appointment
of his successor. It goes through the next century in short order, with
entries of this kind, some of the dates similarly approximate. After
1226, at the same time as the earliest specifically Spalding annals
in the Cottonian manuscript, the entries become (for the most part)
fuller, and they focus solely on Peterborough affairs. After 1279 the
hand changes and the text changes its nature a second time, and
for a period it becomes an important national chronicle." It takes a
particular interest in the Welsh campaigns of Edward I. It details the
financial and logistical arrangements made by the abbey to fulfil its
military obligations, but it also contains news from the front-line, from
the abbey’s tenants and the local gentry. One of those tenants, the
abbey’s constable, Geoffrey de la Mare, was drowned on 6 November
1282, during a campaign that would culminate with the death of
Llywelyn ap Gruffydd the following month, on 11 December 1282:
the Peterborough chronicle is a unique source for the events of that
day."” For the council of Northampton in January 1283, the chronicle
gives not just the writs of summons for the knights and for the clergy,
but an account of the clergy’s response to the charges which the royal
councillors laid upon them, and of their subsequent discussions
at Lambeth the Easter following.”® It has been suggested that this
chronicle was written by the great William of Woodford," whose brief
abbacy (1295-1299) came at the end of a long career during which he
had been responsible for the monastery’s business ‘in the king’s court
and elsewhere’ (103).” It is known that William kept rolls of the legal
cases in which he had been involved (81), and he also seems to have
been responsible for making the first sacrist’s register,'® but the text in

11  Gransden, Historical Writing, 1, pp. 452-3: an excellent summary.

12 On the value of the text, see further, Llinos Beverley Smith, “The Death of
Llywelyn ap Gruffydd’, Welsh History Review 11 (1982), pp. 200-13.

13 Chr.P, pp. 58-63; Councils & Synods, pp. 940-2.

14 G. A. Poole, Diocesan Histories: Peterborough (London, 1881), p. 80; J. C.
Cox, ‘Houses of Benedictine Monks: The Abbey of Peterborough’, VCH
Northamptonshire, 2, pp. 83-95, at 89 (‘may safely be assigned to’); Gransden,
Historical Writing, 1, pp. 452, 520 (‘probably”).

15 Chr.P, pp. 48-9, 87-8, 127-8, 143, show him acting as the abbot’s proctor in
church courts and as his attorney at the exchequer.

16 A mid-fourteenth-century memorandum states that Richard of Hemington,
when a minor, had been in the custody of the then sacrist, William of
Woodford, ‘et tunc facta fuit extenta tenementorum et terrarum dicti Ricardi
sicut patet in registro dicti fratris Willelmi”: Fraunceys Register A, no. 549e;
it is suggested, ibid. p. xiii, that this was the sacrist’s register referred to in
Pytchley, p. 62.
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the Black Book is a miscellany and there is no specific evidence as to
his involvement in its making. From William’s abbacy there survives
the first of what would become a fine series of abbots” registers. In
its later stages, this ‘chronicle’” seems to be metamorphosing into the
abbot’s register of his predecessor, Richard of London (1274-95).

In all of these works, though each of them may properly be called a
Peterborough chronicle, the Peterborough material is being fitted into
a wider picture of events, occurring in England for the most part,
recorded within an annalistic framework. The text that is here edited
is the history of the monastery itself, what may be termed the house
chronicle. It is through this chronicle that one can best appreciate the
genius loci, the sense of place. Its site, on an island within the Fens,
‘which I believe God himself raised, with the intent that it should be
the habitation of those servants of God who had chosen to dwell there’,
made it uniquely favoured.

It contains in abundance everything necessary for those who live
there, logs and stubble for kindling, hay for feeding their beasts, thatch
for roofing their houses... and moreover it supplies an abundance of
fish and fowl ... So this Burch is built in a fair spot, and a goodly
one, for on the one side it is rich in fenland and well irrigated, while
on the other it has an abundance of ploughland and woodland, with
fertile meadows and pasture. From every side it is beautiful to look
upon.”

The chronicle starts with the foundation in this favoured place. It
ends in 1338, a decade before the Black Death. It records good times
and bad. For all that, the very writing of the chronicle is a sign of a
continuing commitment to the monastic ideal and a continuing pride.
This chronicle provides the corporate memory of the monastery.

The chronicle was written in stages and is known under the names
of three men, each of them choir monks, who would end their careers
as heads of department. The first was Hugh Candidus, who took
the history of the house from its foundation up to the deposition of
William of Waterville in 1175."® There followed Robert of Swaffham’s
history of the monastery, from the election of Benedict in 1177 to the
death of Walter of St Edmunds in 1245.” When he laid down his pen,
it was taken up by Walter of Whittlesey, who took the story from the

17 HC, p. 5, trans. p. 2; A-S Charters, pp. 3-4.
18 ‘Coenobii Burgensis Historia Hugonis Candidi”: Sparke, pp. 1-94.
19 ‘Roberti Swaffhami Historia Coenobii Burgensis” Sparke.pp. 97-122.
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election of William Hotot to the death of Godfrey of Crowland in 1321.%
An unnamed ‘continuator” covered the abbacy of his successor Adam
of Boothby and the election of Henry of Morcott in 1338.%" In Sparke’s
edition of 1723, as referenced here, each of these monks was given his
own title-page. Only in the case of Hugh Candidus is the evidence for
authorship transparent, but the association of the two other monks
is strong and indeed it will be argued that Whittlesey himself was
responsible for the ‘continuation” of the chronicle in his cartulary.
Christopher Brooke wrote of another monk, John of Achurch, that he
was ‘the author or presiding genius’ of the books that bear his name.?
This is a characteristically well put and helpful observation. Hugh
Candidus, Robert of Swaffham, and Walter of Whittlesey can each be
seen as the focus of historical scholarship in the monastery in their
day. For that reason, their names lived on.

Hugh Candidus was born in the late eleventh century and had joined
the monastery by the time of Abbot Ernulf (1107-1114). He gives first-
hand accounts of important events in the house’s history from this
point on, including the fire in the church in 1116, the cosmopolitan
career of Abbot Henry of Poitou (1127-1132),” and the re-consecration
of the church by Bishop Alexander of Lincoln in 1140. An account
of Hugh's life is given in his chronicle, and it starts with a passage
that is clearly interpolated, describing him as ‘a man who has just
died, who also gathered the materials for this book, and when they
were gathered, wrote it’** After a lengthy and circumstantial account
of how Hugh came close to death as a young man, there is a short
biography, concluding with another interpolation. ‘Now let it suffice
to have written with a rustic pen these few words about one so great
and so wonderful, and I must tell you how gloriously he died. This
blessed man died at last enriched with all those virtues, in the time
of Abbot William.”” These passages show that Hugh was the author
of the chronicle which has come down to us under his name, but also
that the interpolations, and the treatment of some parts of the abbacy
of William de Waterville, are not from his hand. There should be no
question as to the attribution to Hugh of the account of the election
of William of Waterville in 1155, over which he presided as ‘the

20 ‘Walteri de Whitlesey Historia Coenobii Burgensis”: Sparke, pp. 125-74.

21 ‘Historiae Coenobii Burgensis Continuatio per Anonymum”: Sparke, pp. 217-
37.

22 CN, p. xxv.

23 Cecily Clark, ““This Ecclesiastical Adventurer”: Henry of Saint-Jean
d’Angély’, EHR 84 (1969), pp. 548-60.

24 HC, pp. 92-3; trans. p. 49.

25 HC, pp. 95-6; trans. p. 51.
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oldest among them all’. Nor that he was present at the new abbot’s
installation, a day spent ‘in great joy and exultation’.?® There is a brief
notice of the abbot’s early months. It is at this point that the ‘E’ text
of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle ends, and it may be that this should be
viewed as the terminus of Hugh’s own chronicle also.

Hugh Candidus could say much in a phrase, as when he comments
on King Stephen’s reign that ‘the land was awash with young men’
as seen from the cloister it was a testosterone-fuelled environment.
He declined to comment more fully on the disorders of the reign, he
said, because ‘many have written much thereon’? He shows here an
awareness that he was a member of a community of writers, in what
has been termed the first great age of English historical scholarship,*
and this should possibly be seen as no less a significant context for
historical writing at Peterborough at this date as any perceived need
to build up a library after the fire of 1116. That historical writing,
unusually, was both in English (The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) and in
Latin (Hugh Candidus). In terms of chronology these are parallel texts,
very closely parallel once it is recognised that the abbatial election of
1155, where the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle concludes, is the last event in
the Latin chronicle patently written by Hugh Candidus himself. And
so, in examining the relationship between the English and the Latin
chronicles, it is not necessary to posit two different authors, since
Hugh and his circle were not monolingual.” It is interesting to note
that Susan Kelly, in her fine edition of the Anglo-Saxon charters of the
abbey, writes of the contemporary material in the Black Book — which
must be seen as no less a part of historical writing at this date — that
the scribe (identified as having written the last section of the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle) writes very confidently and correctly both in Latin
and in English.** Kelly’s work is important also in demonstrating in
detail how many of Peterborough’s pre-Conquest documents, full texts
of which appear in the Black Book, were forged.* Several of these are
key texts embedded in the Latin chronicle. The new edition of Hugh

26 HC, pp. 125-7; trans. p. 69-70.

27 HC, pp. 104-5; trans. p. 57.

28 R. W. Southern, ‘King Henry I, in Medieval Humanism and Other Studies
(Oxford, 1970), p. 206.

29 Cecily Clark, ‘The Myth of the Anglo-Norman Scribe’, in Words, Names and
History: Selected Writings of Cecily Clark, ed. Peter Jackson (Cambridge, 1995),
pp- 168-76.

30 A-S Charters, p. 88.

31 A-S Charters, pp. 97-101; note also, Stenton, ‘Medeshamstede’ (critically
discussed by Kelly, A-S Charters, pp. 67-78); Wilhelm Levison, England and the
Continent in the Eighth Century (Oxford, 1946), pp. 200-201, 219-20.
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Candidus, forthcoming in the present series, will need to reconsider
the relationship between the Latin and the English texts,* and also ask
whether, at the point at which Hugh Candidus ‘collected the materials’
for his work, he may have been party to the forgery of a number of
them.

Hugh Candidus’ account of the abbacy of William of Waterville was
completed by another monk, who took it through to its dramatic
conclusion. A biography was what was now expected. The history
of the house is to be structured in terms of the deeds of the abbots;
it becomes a Gesta Abbatum. From this point on, which is to say
throughout the present volume, the authors were following a template.
They would start with the election of the new abbot, briefly noting his
background, but giving the procedures followed in some detail. They
would end with his death and burial, which might be followed by a
damaging vacancy. In between election and burial the mixture might
vary. There would usually be a character assessment, charitable but
not stereotypical: ‘he was an excellent head of house in both spiritual
and secular affairs” (59: John of Caux); ‘an example of regular life
and integrity, of kindness and generosity” (18: Akarius); ‘a gentle and
peace-loving man’ (11: Andrew). At the centre of the story, contributing
powerfully to this character assessment, lay their dealings with the
monastic community. This had a documentary basis in the charters
detailing resources given to celebrate their anniversaries, which might
be supplemented at times by personal memory. Careful attention is
given to buildings, the progress of work on the abbey church, new
buildings in the monastic precincts and their refurbishment, all of
which contributed to the comfort of the choir monks. As these come
to completion, the emphasis changes over time to building works on
the demesne manors of the abbey, halls, barns and cowsheds; some of
these works were on a grand scale, in effect building country houses
for the abbot and the senior obedientiaries. There was a continuing
concern also with relationships with the outside world, with the crown
and with local magnates, especially as they related to the defence of
the monastery’s privileges.

The various benefactions of each abbot would be listed. These
would include gifts to the library. The books were in the custody
of the precentor and were listed in a number of rolls. Swaffham
uses this source only intermittently: he gives a full listing of Abbot

32 There is an extensive literature: Whitelock, Peterborough Chronicle, pp. 33-4;
Clark, Peterborough Chronicle, pp. xxvi-xxviii; Irvine, ASC 7, pp. xc-ci; Home,
Peterborough Version, pp. 149-71; Karn and King, ‘Peterborough Chronicles’,
pp- 18-19.
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Benedict’s donations (2), including the copy of the chronicle of
Roger of Howden once attributed to him, but just a simple total for
Abbot Walter’s donations, ‘as noted in the precentor’s roll” (in rotulo
cantoris) (46). Whittlesey refers systematically to the entries ‘in the
precentor’s rolls (in rotulis precentoris), but his first section gives totals
(64, 90, 96, 105), while his second has the titles of the small collection
given by Adam of Boothby (193). These rolls were used by Gunton,
who provides full transcripts, but they have subsequently been
lost.?® The sacristy’s records included listings of gifts of plate and
sacred vessels, which also are cited only selectively. Abbot Benedict
gave ‘numerous relics of St Thomas, namely his shirt, his surplice,
and a great quantity of his blood in two crystal vessels, and two
altars made from the stones on which the holy martyr lay in death’
4). A note would be made of the place in the church at which the
sacred vessels were used. Thus Akarius would be remembered by
‘silver cruets at the altar of Our Lady” and ‘silver basins at the high
altar’ (12). The gifts of vestments are recorded more systematically.
This was usually the first information recorded for a new abbot,
suggesting that some of the vestments were worn at installation and
then presented to the house. This was certainly true of Walter of St
Edmunds. ‘At his installation he gave a great pall with peacocks, and
a fine and precious cope in red samite finely embroidered with the
apostles and a number of martyrs’ (42). The magnificence of Abbot
Godfrey of Crowland shows never more clearly than in the lengthy
list of his vestments (144-146), a showcase of opus anglicanum,** kept
as a special collection up until the Dissolution.*® In each set of these
records there was a narrative that the writer of the chronicle could
draw upon.

It is in Swaffham that we find the first version of the house chronicle.
He takes the text of Hugh Candidus, which appears to have been
shapeless, with no paragraphing and no rubrics. He supplied a title:
‘The story of the founding and destruction and rebuilding of the
church of St Peter of Burch and of its founders and restorers’.* And he

33 See Peterborough Abbey, ed. Karsten Friis-Jensen and James M. W. Willoughby
(Corpus of British Medieval Library Catalogues 8: London, 2001) [cited as
Library], pp. xxvii-xxviii, and individual entries.

34 They are not listed in the classic survey: Christie, English Medieval Embroidery;
note also, English Medieval Embroidery: Opus Anglicanum, ed. Clare Browne et
al. (New Haven, 2016), a catalogue of the exhibition at the V & A Museum
1 Oct. 2016 — 5 Feb. 2017.

35 Obedientiary Accounts, pp. 239, 247.

36 ‘Narracio fundamenti et destruccionis et restauracionis ecclesie Sancti Petri
de Burgo et ipsius fundatorum et restauratorum” HC, p. 4.
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supplies a prologue, for this is what a reader at the time that he wrote
would expect to find in a chronicle text.””

Now I shall write of the place that was once called Medeshamstede,
but is now generally called Burch, and first of all I warn my reader
not to take offence at any lack of culture in words or style; but rather
to regard the truth of my history. And if it please any man to amend
this tale, or tell it in better words, I grant him leave. But let him see to
it that he alters none of the facts, for of a surety I invent nothing, nor
set anything down falsely with a view to pleasing any man. For I call
truth herself which cannot lie, to witness that I write nothing and I
speak of nothing, save that which I found recorded in the writings
of old time, or heard from the lips of ancient and faithful witnesses.
Whoso desires to study these matters with care, he will still be able to
find the record, and to relate the story, or to test its truth.?®

Swaffham’s editing of Hugh Candidus is not extensive, but the
papal bulls, the certain forgery from Pope Agatho and the possibly
embroidered bulls of Pope Eugenius III, have been extracted and
appear in the relevant section of the cartulary. After the text was
transcribed, it has been quite heavily glossed, in a number of hands.
The most systematic of these supply dates, in the form of brief annals,
designed to help readers to get their chronological bearings within the
narrative. This hand may be seen as the ‘editorial” hand: it may be that
we see here the hand of Swaffham himself, guiding if not wielding the
pen.”

With Swaffham’s own text, we are able to use the original manuscript,
and can first thank Humphrey Austin who saved it from Cromwell’s
soldiery in 1643.*° Two things are immediately apparent in examining
the manuscript, first that this is a work in progress, and second, that
this is a working text. Seven abbots are recorded, from Benedict up
to Walter of St Edmunds. For five of them entries are in the hand of
the main text of the cartulary, but for two, Andrew and Martin, a

37 What is said on authorities here corresponds closely to William of
Malmesbury’s statement in his preface to the Gesta Regum: WM, GR, 1, pp. 16-
17 (book i, pro. 7-8); for comment see my introduction to, WM, HN, pp. xxxiii-
xxxiv; and more generally, Gransden, ‘Prologues’.

38 HC, pp. 3-4; trans,, p. 1.

39 The hand has added material on abbot Martin of Bec (HC, pp. 171-3), supplied
dates linking the history of the monastery to events in the kingdom (HC, pp.
133-9), and has corrected the text in a number of places.

40 It was passed off as ‘an old Latin Bible Gunton, pp. 333-40, at 334; Martin,
p- Xvi.
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blank space has been left and entries added in a later hand, that for
abbot Martin simply copying text from the Black Book (39-41). It is not
immediately apparent why these two abbots have been short-changed
in this way, though an answer might be found in the comparative
paucity of their gifts to the convent. By contrast, reflecting his
comparative generosity, there are a number of substantial glosses to
the gesta of Robert of Lindsey, which relate chiefly to the arrangements
for bloodletting and the — closely-related — issue of the monastic diet
(27-28). There are cross-references in the margins of the chronicle to the
text of relevant charters in the cartulary. In the later hand these cross-
references are embedded in the text. It thus appears that chronicle and
cartulary were being put together at the same time, rather than the
cartulary having been composed and the chronicle added later by way
of a preface to it.

The chronicle concludes with the death of Walter of St Edmunds in
1245, the text going to half way down what is now folio 26r. A generous
space was left for a continuation of the chronicle but that option was
foreclosed by the addition of a charter on the verso; this bears the date
1269. It is around this time that we find references to Robert himself,
one of the senior officials, men battle hardened after a damaging civil
war. He occurs as cellarer on 12 April 1271, the rubrics to a couple of
charters stating that the land in question had been purchased by him
for his department.* Shortly before this, in 1268-1269, he had been
the pittancer, lending money to the abbot (83). In the following year,
presumably in one of those offices, he was one of the monks recorded
as ‘visiting the manors’ in the earliest of the abbey’s surviving account
rolls.*? Can it be said of Robert of Swaffham, as it was of Hugh
Candidus, that he had first collected the materials for his chronicle
and then had written the text? So far as the text is concerned, he is
not mentioned in it, though we may think that we glimpse him as one
of the obedientiaries who surrendered their keys to the new abbot in
1263 and had them immediately returned (67). But that he ‘collected
the materials” can be said with some confidence. At the point at which
those materials became a book, this became the book of Robert of

41 Sw. fo. 161r: ‘Henricus Passemer ad celerariam tempore R. de Swapham
perquisitus’.

42 BL, Add. Ch. 737: ‘in expensis dominorum W. Parys, H. de Ouerton, R. de
Bernewelle et R. de Swafham per eorum aduentus ad maneria visitanda’.
The account is for the 7th year of abbot R. The abbot had previously been
identified as Richard of London, and so the account was dated 1281-82:
Janet D. Martin, The Court and Account Rolls of Peterborough Abbey: A Handlist
(Leicester, 1980), p. 40; but internal evidence establishes that he was Robert of
Sutton, and so the date is 1269-70.
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Swaffham,* and so it has remained to this day. The house chronicle
was seen as a necessary introduction to the cartulary, and Robert of
Swaffham was its first editor.

A further and final section of the house chronicle is found in the Book
of Walter of Whittlesey. This is an attractive volume. While Swaffham
is a utilitarian work, Whittlesey puts on a show. The chronicle is in
two parts: the first part, in the hand which is the main hand of the
book, contains Hugh Candidus and Robert of Swaffham and adds
text up to the death of Abbot Godfrey of Crowland in 1321; the second
hand, which might be that of Whittlesey himself, gives an account
of the abbacy of Abbot Adam of Boothby and of the vacancy which
followed his death (1321-1338). The text of Hugh Candidus and Robert
of Swaffham is taken from Swaffham’s cartulary, tidied up in some
places and supplemented at others. There are a number of significant
changes to Hugh Candidus. An illustrated title-page provides the first
show stopper.** Two texts have been added. The Passio Ss. Wifordi et
Ruffini prefaces the history, a little awkwardly but clearly deliberately,
while the Relatio Hedde abbatis is interpolated early in the text. There
are significant changes also at the end of Hugh Candidus. Material
inserted in the margins, relating to the settlement of the knights after
the Conquest, and the gifts of Abbot Martin to the sacristy, have been
incorporated into the main text. There is a fuller set of rubrics, added in
the margins. Most substantially here, is another crowd pleaser, a list of
the knightly tenants of the abbey, with their coats of arms illustrated.*
In Whittlesey, the knights are no longer greedy encumbrances on
the monastery, as they appear in Hugh Candidus, they have become
members of the community. In his copying of Swaffham, Whittlesey
needed to make fewer changes but the marginal additions (keyed in
by symbols) and glosses to the earlier text are carefully incorporated.
In his book, Whittlesey takes up the history of the house and makes it
his own.

43 ‘Liber Roberti de Swaffham de prima fundacione Burgensis Ecclesie et de
Destructione et Restauracione eiusdem et de priuilegiis et cartis omnibus
libertatibus et immunitatibus eiusdem Ecclesie / The Book of Robert of
Swaffham, concerning the first foundation of the church of Peterborough, its
destruction and its restoration, containing privileges and charters for all the
liberties and immunities of this church.” Sw. fo. lv.

44  Wh. fo. 20r; Sparke, 2, p. 1; Luxford, ‘Intelligent by Design’, p. 16; Library, plate
4.

45 Wh. fos. 50r-53r illustrate 16 shields, prefaced by the abbey coat of arms;
reproductions will be found in Sparke, p. 96, Luxford, ‘Intelligent by Design’,
p- 13 (fo. 50r), Martin, plate 2 (fo. 50v); the text is in HC, pp. 84-5, 162-70.
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Walter of Whittlesey was a man of catholic tastes, who had a very
tidy mind. Both qualities are shown in his book. In basic outline,
it is laid out as follows. First comes the house chronicle up to 1321,
preceded by the Passio; in the margins, there is a history of England
up to the year 1274. This history is mainly digested from popular
sources such as Geoffrey of Monmouth and Henry of Huntingdon,
but for the period from 1200 to 1235 it is original and contains some
interesting material.** As here laid out, the history of the house is
consciously framed within the history of England. The annals added
to Swaffham, perhaps by the man himself, have become redundant
and are omitted. Second, there is material regarding the vacancy
of 1321, an extent made at Castor before the royal escheators on 8
October, with their vacancy account in the margins, carefully aligned
with the extent. Third, there is a further section of the chronicle,
written in a rough hand which takes up the whole page. Fourth, there
is a listing of papal charters, and here — matching the treatment of the
house chronicle — the charters for the monastery are framed in the
margins by a history of the papacy. These papal charters were later
scored through, but only lightly, as it were by a puritan of scholarly
tastes who did not want evidence to be lost. It is interesting to find
these papal charters given precedence over the royal charters, which
make up the fifth main section of the book. The royal charters also
are framed, in this instance by reports of proceedings under the eyre
of Northamptonshire of 1329-1330, during which some of them were
produced in evidence.”” No space is wasted. Everything is carefully
planned.

Walter of Whittlesey’s interest in the kings of England is shown also
in a second manuscript made by or for him to be found in the British
Library.*® This is not a book but an illustrated genealogical roll, of a
type that was particularly popular in the early fourteenth century.”
These typically trace the kings of England from Saxon times. Each is
shown enthroned in a roundel, from which descend the princes and
princesses that they engendered, placed companionably on a single
line. A brief biography is found in the margins. The Whittlesey roll

46 Hardy, Descriptive Catalogue, 3, pp. 202-3; Karn and King, ‘Peterborough
Chronicles’, pp. 23-9.

47 Eyre of Northamptonshire 1329-1330, 1, pp. Ixxiii, 87, 92.

48 BL, Add. MS 47170; T. C. Skeat, “The Egmont Papers’, British Museum Quarterly
16 (1951-52), pp. 62-5, at 64; Anon, ‘A Royal Pedigree and a Picture of the
Black Prince’, The Ancestor 11 (Oct. 1904), pp. 158-60.

49 Alixe Bovey, The Chaworth Roll: A Fourteenth-Century Genealogy of the Kings of
England (London, 2005); Wright, Feudal Manuals; M. T. Clanchy, From Memory
to Written Record: England 1066—1307, 2nd edn (Oxford, 1993), p. 142.
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is distinctive in two ways when it is compared with other rolls of
this type. Firstly, because it contains material in Latin as well as in
French: on the front a listing of the kings of England, in French, while
on the dorse, in Latin, there is history of the kings of Mercia. This
latin text includes material on the foundation of the abbey.*® Secondly,
because it was certainly owned by, and may have been made for, a
monk. There is note also of another manuscript, further illustrating
the range of Walter’s tastes, which has not survived. One of the
surviving Peterborough customaries refers to ‘the customary of Walter
of Whittlesey’, which it cites as authority for an ordinance of abbot
Richard of London.”

Can it be said that ‘he gathered the materials and when he had done
so wrote them up’? If we ask that question of Walter of Whittlesey,
as we did of Robert of Swaffham, then the same problems arise.
With Whittlesey, however, there is more material to go on, both
in the other writings associated with him and in the fragments of
biography, which are of a piece. There is no mention of Whittlesey
in the chronicle within his book. Nor is there any mention of him in
the register of Adam of Boothby, whose abbacy he describes in the
final section of his chronicle. Walter did, however, survive Adam by
several years. In 1349 he was given papal authority to make his own
choice of confessor.” In the register of George Fraunceys there are
rentals of Polebrook and Paston, ‘made in the time of Walter of W. in
his first year and of abbot R. in his first year’.>® The abbot is Robert
of Ramsey, who took office in July 1353.* Walter must have been
appointed as sacrist in the last days of the previous abbot, for he is
found riding out the short distance to Polebrook to claim the mortuary
from the rector of the church, who had died on 4 February 1354.%
In 1360 he was licensed by the bishop to entertain his friends in his
private chamber, in recognition of the ‘many labours” he had taken for

50 The roll is admirably treated in Luxford, ‘Intelligent by Design’, pp. 22-32.

51 Lambeth Palace Library MS 198b, fo. 23v: ‘sicut in consuetudinario fratris
Walteri de Wytliseye’; noted by Antonia Gransden, ‘The Peterborough
Customary and Gilbert of Stanford’, Revue Bénédictine 70 (1960), p. 627 note 1.

52 CPReg, 3, 1342-1362, p. 330.

53  Fraunceys Register A, pp. 601, 611 (nos. 539, 548): ‘tempore fratris Walteri de W.
anno sui primo et anno R. abbatis primo”.

54 Martin, p. 33, identified the abbot as Robert of Sutton, and in consequence
the surveys were dated to 1263—-64. Pytchley, p. xxxiii, had Richard of London
(elected 1274) as the abbot.

55  Fraunceys Register A, no. 460. Walter had taken over from John of Huntingdon,
who was sacrist in 1349, ‘tempore generalis pestilatione in Anglia” Fraunceys
Register A, no. 461.



Introduction 15

the monastery.>® With Whittlesey, as with Swaffham, the fragments of
biography come from twenty years or so after their books were pulled
together. The interval seems quite appropriate, since opportunities for
research are more limited once one becomes a head of department.
One of them cellarer during the civil war of Henry III's reign, the other
sacrist at the time of the Black Death, they had seen many momentous
days and had heard the chimes at midnight.

2 The Deeds of the Abbots

Abbot Benedict had seen the murder of Thomas Becket and had
overseen the development of his cult. It had made his reputation. The
first of the abbots considered here, Abbot Benedict has good claims to
be viewed as the greatest of them. He was a national figure, eloquent
in counsel, seen as having been a father-figure to King Richard L%
So he was also in his own monastery. He acted wviriliter, forcefully or
perhaps even aggressively, with regard to the acquisition of Biggin
Grange, ‘for many saw the force of his arms in this transaction’ (3).
It became a valuable property, the largest of the abbot’s demesne
manors, and its title would need stout defence a century later (97-98).
‘He worked hard in acquiring rents and liberties” (4). And by great
industry he recovered the treasures of the church which had been
held in pawn. The force of his personality will have helped to keep
his memory alive, but at the same he was careful to leave a written
record of his enterprise. He established his rights to Halebode, a parcel
of wood and meadowland on the border between the abbey manor of
Fiskerton and the new monastery at Barlings, ‘after very great labour
and expense’® Other court cases secured land at Thurlby and at
Stanwick, and the advowson of the church of Maxey. In what would
become the first of several such instances, he took back into demesne
the abbey fees at Sutton. The family may have become indebted, as
was certainly the case with William of Burghley in Stamford, given
money to settle his debts to the king and to the Jews, ‘for otherwise’,
he said, ‘I would have been disinherited’.>® He was able to drive a

56 Gynwell Register, LRO REG/S, fo. 131r, dated 20 Nov. 1360, cited Luxford,
‘Intelligent by Design’, p. 3, and see the valuable entry in the ‘List of Sacrists’,
Fraunceys Register A, pp. 643-4.

57 Edmund King, ‘Benedict of Peterborough and the Cult of Thomas Becket’,
NP&P 9:3 (1996-97), pp. 213-20.

58 See his charter for the almonry, Sw. fo. 101v-102r: ‘nostris expensis et
laboribus immensis adquisita’.

59 Sw. fo. 246v: ‘pro quibus essem exheredatus nisi in predicta pecunia michi
succurrissent’.
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hard bargain and in Godman the monk he found a confrere with
considerable private means able to supply ready cash to support his
initiatives.®* Benedict would set an example in assiduously gaining
royal confirmations for the house’s property and his privileges.
Around twenty charters were confirmed by Richard’s chancery in
a few short months.® The principal of these would come to be seen
as the house’s own Magna Carta and, like Magna Carta, it would be
frequently reissued.®

With Abbot Benedict’s successor, Andrew, any impetus in the narra-
tive was lost. The writer of the main text initially left a space of half
a page and then moved on to the next abbacy, that of Akarius. Why
was this? Andrew had been the prior, the second-in-command to a
man not given to delegation. We are told that he was an old man at
the time of his election in 1193, mild and peace-loving. There is at least
a hint that his time was troubled, for the entry regarding Godman
the monk reads at one point simply, ‘on another occasion when abbot
Andrew was expelled he gave £80". But to explain his comparative
neglect we need to examine the record of his ‘deeds” when it came to
be supplied, and in particular his grants to the convent. He gave the
two manors of Alwalton and Fletton to the convent kitchen, a generous
benefaction, but he reserved himself the aids of the manors (the profits
of lordship). Abbot Robert of Lindsey later remitted the aids and in so
doing gained credit for the whole grant. Similarly Andrew gave six
marks from the communal oven in the town of Peterborough to the
infirm monks for their wellbeing, but in the time of Abbot Walter this
grant was effectively expropriated and the money used to purchase
wine for the convent as a whole. Andrew gave rents to celebrate his
predecessor’s anniversary but nothing towards his own. When the
day of his anniversary came round the monks found nothing to keep
his memory alive.

The abbey was in need of stronger management and in Akarius,
appointed in March 1200, it was given the right man for the job. He
had an impeccable c.v.,, having previously been prior of St Albans, and

60 His benefactions are listed in Sw. fo. 272r-v (‘de bonis perquisitis et collatis
per Godemannum monachum diuersis officinis ecclesie Burgi’), a remarkable
document; other references to him are in, Sw. fo. 260r-v, Fraunceys Register A,
no. 264.

61 Sw. fos. 44r-50v; L. Landon, The Itinerary of King Richard I (Pipe Roll Society
NS 13, 1935), nos. 186-7, 241, 244, 247, 255, 266.

62 Sw. fos. 44r-46r, rubric: ‘Magna carta regis Ricardi de tenementis et
libertatibus’. A leaf tab marker is attached to fo. 44 for ease of reference.

63  Sw,, fo.272r-v: ‘quando dompnus Andreas abbas expulsus erat”.
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before that prior of its important daughter-house at Tynemouth.** His
new brethren viewed him as a role model: ‘through him each man
might learn how to conduct himself in the cloister and how to behave
in secular affairs” (18). Of Akarius it was noted that ‘he discharged
the house’s debts at the exchequer, which came to over 1000 marks,
according to those who paid the money, namely Thomas of Norfolk
and Geoffrey Gibbewin’ (15). Geoffrey Gibbewin was the first clerk
to hold office as steward, and as such the abbey’s first professional
manager. His family had close links with St Albans.®® The new abbot’s
generosity was shown in grants targeted to several of the departments.
They show a practical bent: a problem in the supply of grain to
the cellary, for the monks’ rations, was traced back to the mill at
Alwalton, which was repaired, the abbot supplying their needs in the
meanwhile. He gave a part of his vineyard to the infirmary, since the
monks ‘had nowhere to take the air’. The Lincolnshire manors — which
may earlier have offered him hospitality on his travels to Tynemouth
— had capital invested in them, with new halls being built at Scotter
and Fiskerton, and he recovered the abbey manor at Walcot (its most
distant property). He did all this against a political background that
was hardly propitious. ‘It would be tedious to narrate all his sufferings,
for they were many, from a severe king, from unfettered tyrants, and
from forest officials. These were evil times, for there was a rupture
between church and state.” (17) It was his house’s misfortune that he
died just when his steady hand in secular affairs would have proved
most useful, in March 1210, as King John’s reign moved towards its
crisis point.

The vacancy after Akarius’s death was the longest in the house’s
history, since it occurred when England was under Interdict. The
monks’ concern was to gain control over their own affairs. After
eighteen months under royal custodians, the prior paid for custody
of the house and the monks then accounted for the farm of the abbey.®
In 1214, after the Interdict was lifted, the monks elected Robert of
Lindsey, who had previously been sacrist. They had again found the
right man for the times. ‘He was a wise and prudent man, provident

64 Heads, 1, pp. 61, 96. It is interesting also that the almonry obtained a charter
from King John, issued at Caen on 28 Dec. 1199, during the vacancy: Facsimiles
of Early Charters from Northamptonshire Collections, ed. F. M. Stenton (NRS 4,
1930), pp. 46-8 (no. XVI).

65 King, Peterborough Abbey, p. 129; Gibbons, Gibbons Family Notes. Ralph Gubion
was abbot of St Albans, 1146-51: Heads, 1, p. 67. The family gave its name
to Marsh Gibbon parish, on the Buckinghamshire-Oxfordshire border: VCH
Buckinghamshire, 4 (1927), pp. 205-9.

66 PR 12 John, pp. 215-16; PR 13 John, pp. 65, 271-2; PR 14 John, p. 133.
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in all matters and honest in his way of life” (20). One of his first acts, in
April 1215, was to make a fine with the king for the disafforestation of
Nassaborough.” The chronicle is eloquent on the pressures which led
up to this transaction: ‘for in those days the foresters and the beasts
of the forests lorded it over men, and there was no one living within
the bounds of the forest, whether rich or poor or religious, who was
not wronged by them’ (23). Swaffham’s cartulary has fascinating
material, unique for its day, on the steps that were taken to survey the
woodland and apportion the fine. It was a communal effort between
the abbey and the local landowners, ‘the knights and freeholders of
Nassaborough’. Four knights and a clerk surveyed the woodland,
which amounted to around 1600 acres in 84 distinct parcels, and they
then apportioned the fine, £361 3s 1%2d (44 per cent), being paid by the
individual landholders, ranging from the £64 13s 3'2d assessed on
Robert of Milton to the 1s 6d owed by Richard of Woodcroft, leaving
the balance f £452 3s 6'2d (56 per cent) to be paid by the abbey.®® The
local knights may have felt their own payments to have been money
well spent. Whether the monks would come to feel the same is less
clear, for the king was dead by the end of the following year. They
had certainly bought at the top of the market. But they were well able
to pay. In what is perhaps another echo of Magna Carta, the men of
Peterborough and Oundle were each granted a ‘charter of liberty” by
Abbot Robert.”

Abbot Robert made it an early priority to increase the provision for
the monks’ kitchen, since the profits of the two manors of Fletton and
Alwalton along with the other rents assigned to it were frequently less
than adequate for its needs. He added the aids of the two manors —
the profits of lordship over the tenants — at the same time requiring
the prior and convent to supervise the cellarer to ensure that no
further support would be required. It was agreed, however, that if the
community grew from its current size of 72 monks then extra support
would be required. It would do over the next few years by eight monks.
The abbot added further resources to cover their needs and to celebrate
his anniversary. These resources in turn were carefully specified. He
granted ‘all our new assarts in Nassaborough’ to provide 50 measures
of wheat, 60 measures of oats and 80 measures of barley. Over time
this and similar renders in kind would be commuted for cash. He also

67 Sw. fos. 49v-50r.

68 This material is discussed more fully in King, Peterborough Abbey, pp. 74-
5, and the main documents are printed in Appendix A, pp. 172-6; in no. 3,
p- 175, the name of the abbot should read ‘Robertus’ not ‘Ricardus’.

69 Sw. fos. 227r-229v; printed with a brief commentary in Edmund King, “Two
Charters of Liberty’, NP&P 5:1 (1973), pp. 37-42.
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increased the sums allocated for the monks’ clothing and footwear,
adding 20 marks to the 60 marks assigned for this purpose from the
cash-rich Lincolnshire manors of Fiskerton and Scotter, for what was
the original sum — asked the chronicler — ‘amongst so many” (33)?
Whilst it was associated with the extra monks, this was an increase in
real terms. Later glosses to the chronicle noted other grants relevant
to the convent, the division of the sacristy into two portions (32),
and the sum allocated to celebrate three new feast-days. These were
the Translation of Thomas Becket (7 July, which took place in 1220),
the Transfiguration (26 July), and St Hugh of Lincoln (17 November,
canonised in 1220) (34).

The chronicle records in some detail the work of Robert of Lindsey
as sacrist, in the abbey church and in the monastic buildings,
where he embarked on an ambitious glazing programme, extended
the dormitory, ‘and he made private chambers’ (21). In terms of
the communal life of the monastery, this was a very significant
development,” though it is treated almost in passing. All his changes
increased the monks” comfort, and it is not surprising that he was the
unanimous choice of his confreres in 1214, not least because his most
obvious rival, the prior, had been less than forthcoming in the granting
of privileges. On one matter in particular: ‘before his day there had
been frequent discord and discontent, dispute and jealousy, amongst
the brothers concerning bloodletting”. Nec mirum, ‘and no wonder’,
for there was no regular system, with some monks being bled every
five or six weeks, while others might have to wait up to six months ‘if
the prior so wished’. It was now provided that the convent would be
divided into six sections, who were to be bled ‘on the appointed day’,
presumably every six weeks (26).”!

These may be seen as local skirmishes in an international battle,
a struggle to maintain the integrity of the Rule as it related to the
monastic diet.”> Bloodletting, which institutionalised a more liberal
dietary regime, offered the monks a means of relaxation. The papacy
took up the issue. In the year after his election, Abbot Robert attended
the Fourth Lateran Council, which had been summoned by Pope
Innocent III. It was there ordained that monks should fast as provided

70 Knowles, Religious Orders, 1, p. 289.

71 Knowles, Monastic Order, pp. 455-6, suggests that Peterborough was late
in adopting such regulations, which would explain the monks’” feeling of
entitlement to what was becoming ‘a regular event treated in effect as a kind
of vacation’.

72 The context is admirably set out ibid., pp. 456-65, with the Peterborough
material cited at 461 and note 6.
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for in the Rule. On his return, the abbot told his monks, and they
obeyed the injunction. But still they were able to appeal to custom for
a relaxation in the winter months (28). When the conference of local
religious met on Midsummer Day, 24 June 1216, they will have waited
anxiously for news of the civil war, but they may also have taken the
opportunity of discussing the impact of the Council’s decisions on
their observance.” A little later, the local bishop, Robert Grosseteste,
probably during his initial visitation during the second half of 1235,
did his best to re-establish the rigour of the Rule. The monks were
only to be allowed to eat meat in the infirmary or at the abbot’s table,
an ‘insupportable burden’ in their view (27).” They could not counter
so direct an injunction from so stern a prelate, but they did increase
the frequency of bloodletting.

The two comparatively short abbacies of Alexander of Holderness
(1222-1226) and Martin of Ramsey (1226-1233) are dealt with very
briefly, the second of them almost as an afterthought. A space of
only seven lines was left in the chronicle for Abbot Martin, the scribe
continuing with the entry for Abbot Walter.”” The gap was filled by
copying the initial entries for Abbot Martin from another chronicle,
extending the text to the end of each page.”” These entries deal with
the various stages of his election and confirmation (40), and then
copy the beginning of the annal for 1227, containing various dealings
with the exchequer and the establishment of the abbey’s rights to the
wardship of Geoffrey de la Mare (41). It is a pity that Abbot Martin has
been short-changed in this way, since it would have been interesting
to have the convent’s perspective on the most interesting of the
documents which survives for his abbacy. These are the injunctions of
the bishop of Lincoln, Hugh of Wells, issued after his visitation of the
abbey on 11 August 123177 There was an opportunity for the bishop

73 Sw. fo. 105r-v, 24 June 1216. Witnesses: Richard abbot of Ramsey, Ralph prior
of Thorney, Robert prior of Crowland, the priest of Castor, and others. Louis
of France had landed in Kent in May 1216; Gilbert de Gant had taken the
city of Lincoln shortly after this; King John stayed at the abbey manor of
Scotter in late Sept., shortly before his death. Sir Francis Hill, Medieval Lincoln
(Cambridge, 1948), p. 200.

74 Knowles, Religious Orders, 1, pp. 18-19.

75 Sw. fo. 24r-v.

76 Chr. P, pp. 8-9.

77  Sw. fo. 94r-v; printed, The Acta of Hugh of Wells, Bishop of Lincoln 1209-1235, ed.
David M. Smith (LRS 88, 2000), no. 344; comment in King, Peterborough Abbey,
pp- 94-5. Surveys of the demesne manors were made in the same year: Black
Book, fos. 181r-207v, Sw. fos. 140r-160v; CN, pp. Ixi-Ixiii; King, Peterborough
Abbey, p. 3 note 3.
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to pronounce on matters important to him, in particular to insist that
clerks presented by the abbey to benefices be properly qualified. But for
the most part he was required to arbitrate on matters then in dispute
between abbot and convent. The recurring phrase in this document
is that the abbot should only act on the advice of the convent, in
appointing and removing the obedientiaries, in nominating clerks to
fill vacant benefices, and in taking out loans from Jews or Christians
(under no circumstances offering any of the lands or the goods of the
monastery as security for such loans). While the abbot made specific
concessions, the convent in return promised only ‘the honour and the
reverence due to the abbot and the duty of obedience’. They could say
no other.

The chief of the obedientiaries — the heads of the monastic departments
— was the sacrist and the concerns of his office were specifically
addressed. When the jobbing poet Henry of Avranches came to
Peterborough a few years before, having received a commission to
write a life of St Oswald, whose arm was the abbey’s most treasured
relic, he wrote of the abbot and certain of the monks whom he had
met, in the most eulogistic terms. As he was duty bound to do. The
sacrist, Simon of Kent — ‘you who conserve my songs written in so
many volumes and do not cease to ask for more” — seems to have been
his main point of contact, but whilst he was in residence Walter of St
Edmunds took over from him. Henry found it impossible to say which
of the two men was the more worthy: ‘you are David, he Solomon;
you Elijah, he Elisha; you Moses, he Joshua'”® His comments are in
every way compatible with the evidence of the bishop’s injunctions,
and there may well have been shrewd observation mixed in with
conventional flattery. After reading them, it comes as no surprise to
learn that when Abbot Martin died the monks chose as his successor
‘Solomon’, brother Walter of St Edmunds. There proved to be a lot to
say about Abbot Walter, and almost the first thing said was that on
three occasions, with much inconvenience and at great expense, he
had ‘crossed the sea to defend the rights of our church against the
Roman curia’ (43). Matthew Paris at St Albans, whose chronicle sets
the tone for the period of Henry IIl's personal rule, would have been
wholly sympathetic with the monk who wrote those words, whom he
may well have known. Certainly he was well informed on events at
Peterborough.

78 ‘Life of Oswald’, in Saints” Lives: Henry of Avranches, ed. David Townsend, 2
vols (Cambridge, MA, 2014), 1, pp. 210-11; Library, pp. Xxvi-xxvii.
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Matthew Paris tells with some vim the story of how, in 1241, the pope
instructed the abbot of Peterborough, along with the abbots of Ramsey
and Crowland, to transfer to him patronage of a church valued at 100
marks or more.” The pope advised a number of his clerks who already
held benefices in England, very likely of lesser value, to approach
the abbey directly. They did so, insinuating that the monks would
be doing themselves a favour if they obeyed the pope’s injunction
without protest. In the absence of the abbot, engaged in what would
prove a fruitless attempt to reach the papal court, the monks declined
to act without the king’s permission, which was refused. The papacy
persisted in its demands, and the monks again used the king as a
counterweight. One of the royal letters, to the papal collector Master
Martin, dealt with the particular case: ‘we have frequently written
to you of late, that we will not suffer you to deprive the abbot of
Peterborough of the patronage in his churches to which he has
presented our familiar clerks’® It also set out what the king saw as the
wider context.

In our sight, and rightly, bishops and abbots who hold baronies are
just like our other magnates, and it is our duty, if we wish to maintain
the realm, to protect them as we would protect laymen. We can allow
no interference with the presentations aforesaid, and we shall in
no wise allow them; our magnates protest with no uncertain voice
against our toleration of your practices.

If the king would take the abbot of Peterborough’s case as exemplary,
so, it would become clear, the papacy was determined to make an
example of the abbot. Abbot Walter received a special summons to
the second Council of Lyon held in 1245 (44), but when he arrived he
was treated shamefully and refused entry to the papal apartments. He
returned home a broken man and died soon thereafter. It was, said
Matthew Paris, a great loss to his church, for he had governed it very
capably.®!

The Peterborough record, as set out in our chronicle, fully supports
this judgement. Abbot Walter ‘put in hand extensive building works
within the monastic precincts and on the manors” (48). The list
which then follows, the first of its kind, show him actively involved
in building works on all of his demesne manors. There were new
domestic buildings on many of them and on the others new barns,

79 Paris, 4, pp. 101-2; Powicke, Henry III, 1, pp. 348-9.

80 CCR, 1242-47, p. 259, beautifully translated in full in Powicke, Henry III, 1,
p- 354, from which the extracts are taken.

81 Paris, 4, pp. 414-15 (‘prudenter rexerat’), 502.
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byres, and lambing sheds. At Eyebury there was a particularly
‘splendid set of buildings’, a hall, a solar and a chapel, along with
farm buildings, all set within a courtyard with two gatehouses.
His successors as abbots would continue to build here and it would
become their favourite retreat. To the convent he was solicitous,
improving on his predecessors’ grants, providing generously for his
anniversary, and open-handed in supplying the monks’ table. The one
criticism of him was that while he took counsel from the convent, as
he was expected to do, ‘it has to be said that the advice of some of the
brothers frequently led him to forget his status’ (49). When he died,
he left his monastery in good shape, at peace with itself and with ‘an
abundance of resources’ (51); but perhaps a little too self-satisfied. The
monks promptly elected one of these ‘senior brethren’, and his reign
would end in tears.

William Hotot, the new abbot, was born at Carlton, a Northamptonshire
village on the border with Leicestershire, close to the abbey manor of
Cottingham. He was a member of a prominent local family which
had made its money in the law and invested in land.* In 1248, clearly
in response to criticisms of his management, he gave a series of
undertakings to the convent.®> These the chronicle copied out in full
(54). He promised not to make any form of grant, nor to undertake
‘any complex business’, without consulting the convent. He undertook
to preserve the resources of the convent, to appoint heads of monastic
departments in consultation with the convent, and to offer more
generous hospitality to relatives and friends of the monks than he
had done of late. On the administrative side, possibly showing an
awareness of best practice elsewhere, he agreed that one or two monks
should act as wardens of the manors on the abbot’s side, serving full-
time, and that there should be two receivers of the revenues of those
manors, one of them a monk, the other one of the abbot’s chaplains.
‘Once every year the convent should be appraised of the balance-sheet
of the whole monastery.” One example of his consulting the convent
on complex business is found in the arrangements made for the use of
the revenues from the manor of Northborough, which his predecessor,
Abbot Walter, had purchased. This, following a special meeting of

82 Paul Brand, The Origins of the English Legal Profession (Oxford, 1992), pp. 56-7
(on the law); Edmund King, ‘Estate Records of the Hotot Family’, in Edmund
King, A Northamptonshire Miscellany (NRS 32, 1983), pp. 1-58 (on the land).

83 Text found in Sw. fo. 107r-v; and for comment see King, Peterborough Abbey,
p- 95. The gloss to the text in Sw. links these provisions with the injunctions
of Hugh of Wells in 1231; the links would seem closer than I allowed, ibid.
p- 95 note 1.



24 The Peterborough Chronicles

the chapter, he assigned to the chamberlain, on the grounds that the
brethren both within and outside the monastery were less well attired
than was seemly. The meeting was convened ‘at a place outside the
chapter-house’, and everyone was allowed to have his say (56). If
Abbot William was not ‘forgetting his station” here, as his predecessor
was alleged to have done, such business would normally have been
transacted in the chapter-house. The abbot surrendered some of his
authority in allowing the matter to be determined elsewhere. And
what remained of it he would lose within the year.

In 1249 Abbot William was set to be deposed by Bishop Grosseteste but
was allowed the opportunity to resign. According to Matthew Paris
again, this followed continuing dissension between abbot and convent.
The abbot was accused of dilapidation and of gifts to his kinsmen, ‘of
whom there were an inordinate number hanging around’. He was
allowed to retire to the manor of Collingham in Nottinghamshire,
where he could live honourably ‘as a hermit”.* He was later recalled by
his successor to live at the abbey grange at Oxney (57). Henry III was
reported to have been very angry when he learned of these events,
claiming that the monks of Peterborough had persecuted an abbot
who had always been well disposed and generous towards him. The
real grounds for the king’s displeasure may well have been that he felt
that he should have been consulted. Bishop Grosseteste had deposed
many heads of house,® but no one of such substance, and specifically
no one who had been a tenant-in-chief of the crown. These abbots, as
the king had said to Master Martin, were like his other magnates and
under his protection. As was almost inevitable in the circumstances,
the next abbot would come from another monastery and would be a
royal appointment.

John of Caux was prior of Winchester. He was very much the
king’s man. In 1243, with the see vacant because Henry refused to
accept William Raleigh as bishop, he appointed John of Caux, then
chamberlain of the monastery, as prior of Winchester. In the following
year the king had to withdraw his opposition; Raleigh took up office
as bishop, and deposed John of Caux, though the king had pleaded for
his retention. This was not the end of the story, however, for in 1247
the bishop’s nominee as prior resigned his position, and John of Caux

84 Paris, 5, p. 84: ‘quorum multitudine supra modum circumdabatur’, ‘tanquam
heremita et sub poenitentia vitam duceret’.

85 R. W. Southern, Robert Grosseteste: The Growth of an English Mind in Medieval
Europe, 2nd edn (Oxford, 1992), p. 260 and n. 26; C. R. Cheney, Episcopal
Visitation of Monasteries in the Thirteenth Century (Manchester, 1931), pp. 34-6.
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became prior once again.®® At the end of 1250 a delegation of monks was
summoned to Winchester to elect prior John as abbot of Peterborough.
Matthew Paris, for whom this was but a foot-note to the story of the
Winchester election dispute, reported that the Peterborough monks
were unhappy at the king’s choice, for John had been imposed and
he was a ‘foreigner’, for he had been born in Normandy.”” But any
misgivings the monks may have had were quickly dispelled. The
new abbot was well connected, being reportedly a relative of Henry
III's queen, played a prominent role in national politics, and exercised
an easy authority, anxious to respect the susceptibilities of his ‘holy
convent’. Their final judgement was unequivocal. ‘He was an excellent
head of house in both secular and spiritual affairs’ (59).

Abbot John was the first abbot of Peterborough since Benedict to
play a prominent role on the national stage. He served as senior
justice on an eyre between October 1254 and summer 1257, visiting
thirteen counties. The eyre started in Bedfordshire, and Matthew
Paris at St Albans very likely had him in mind when he criticised
monks serving in such a role, deeming it to be a scandalous breach
of the Rule and detrimental to their houses.*’ Bishop Grosseteste was
of like mind: ‘it is obvious that the use and performance of the office
and power of itinerant justice for all pleas concerning the king is illicit
for each and every abbot’”® But the abbot of Peterborough rode on.
In 1256 he was appointed to serve alongside the bishop of Norwich
to collect papal taxes in support of the Holy Land.”* He was sent as a
royal commissioner to attend a meeting of the Scottish parliament at
Stirling at Easter 1258.”2 And he was appointed a papal chamberlain
in July 1260.” He was an establishment figure but by this time the
establishment was fragmenting and he would need to act with
circumspection. Early in 1260 the king’s son, Edward, then estranged
from his father, raised funds to pay his debts by mortgaging the town

86 CPR, 1232-47, pp. 413-15; CCR, 1237-42, p. 158; Paris, 4, pp. 350-1, 390;
Winchester Annals, AM, 2, p. 90; Fasti, 2: Monastic Cathedrals, p. 89; for
comment, Ridgeway, ‘Aymer de Lusignan’, pp. 168-9.

87 Paris, 5, p. 85.

88 On John see my article, ‘Caux [Caleto], John de (c. 1205-1263), OxDNB, art.
4388.

89 Paris, 5, p. 466; Crook, General Eyre, pp. 119-23. A number of the abbot’s rolls
remained at the abbey for some years: ibid., p. 19.

90 The Letters of Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, ed. and trans. F. A. C.
Mantello and Joseph Goering (Toronto, 2010), pp. 230-57, at 232 (letter 72¥).

91 Lunt, Financial Relations, p. 616.

92 CCR, 1256-59, p. 300.

93 CPReg, 1, 11981304, p. 374.
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of Grantham to the abbot. This led to a serious quarrel with the king,
though no sanctions were imposed.” In the parliament of October
1260, in which the interests of Edward and Simon de Montfort were
prominent, the abbot was appointed as royal treasurer. And in the
following year, when the king removed the other ‘baronial” officials,
he retained John of Caux in office. The king evidently had confidence
in his advice.” It may be that he survived in this office, just as he had
survived as prior of Winchester, because of his executive ability. He
died in harness, at his London house, on 3 March 1263. The following
day the king committed the custody of the monastery to Robert of
Fulham, constable of the Exchequer. The monks argued for and got
some respite from the custodian’s demands, because of the abbot’s
long service to the king, ‘as was only proper’.”

Well before the end of his abbacy, John of Caux must have appeared
to his monks as a visiting dignitary. The chronicle has a vivid story
of how he would behave on his return to the monastery from London
or elsewhere. He would first question the senior monks as to whether
all was well. If it was, he would go immediately to the chapter-house.
If any difficulty was reported, he would offer a gift, perhaps some
good wine, ‘or some other treat’, and then go to meet his monks: ‘in
this way everything would pass off smoothly” (59). It would be for
gifts of wine that he would be best remembered. The revenues of the
newly-acquired manor of Polebrook were, ‘with the unanimous assent
of the convent’, used for the purchase of wine, some of it allocated to
the president in the refectory, some allocated to the celebrant at high
mass (61). Accompanying the gift was a silver cup for the use of the
prior, ‘and two silver flagons for the distribution of this wine in the
refectory’ (62). These arrangements were confirmed in the chapter-
house on Palm Sunday 1256.

On the death of John of Caux, the monks of Peterborough reverted to
type and chose one of their own. Robert of Sutton was from a local
family and had previously served as cellarer. Within a few months
of his election, civil war broke out ‘between the king and the barons,
because the Provisions of Oxford had not been observed’ (68). The
effect of the war on the monastery was dramatic, and its impact is well
captured in the abbey chronicle, which in its detail is unique of its
kind.

94 CCR, 1259-61, pp. 87, 448.

95 CCR, 1261-64, pp. 148 (‘mediante consilio abbatis de Burgo’), 149 (‘per
consilium abbatis de Burgo et aliorum de consilio regis’).

96 CFR Henry I1I, online edition, nos. 47/286 (4 March 1263), 47/319 (22 March
1263).
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The east midlands represented ‘the foundation of the rebels” strength’.””
Early in March 1264, less than a year into Robert of Sutton’s abbacy,
the king ordered his tenants-in-chief to send troops to Oxford.
Peterborough was one of 35 abbeys required to send a contingent.
But the sympathies of its knights lay elsewhere and many of them
went instead to support the baronial garrison at Northampton. They
then for good measure, so the story was told, hung the banners of the
monastery from the town walls. The king’s anger on seeing this was
not feigned, and the reason given for it, ‘that he and his ancestors were
the founders of the house’, would have been perfectly in character.
(69) When the king took the town on 5 April 1264, several of the
knights of Peterborough were captured. The chronicle goes on to
say that, ‘some of those had been captured claimed that there were
there on the abbot’s orders, though this was untrue’ (70). One of those
who made this claim was Geoffrey de la Mare, the abbey constable.
He asserted that he had been constrained to go to Northampton by
the abbot, and that once in the town he had studiously avoided the
company of baronial partisans, kept out of the way ‘as best he could’,
and remained unarmed: ‘he had always been faithful to the king
during the troubles’” When the abbot made the first of his payments
to the king soon after,” at Nottingham, it was ‘for his service and as a
gift’; the sum involved, £300, was hardly excessive and the payment
was spread over three years. The king’s son, Edward, received the
first of several payments from the monastery at this time; all of them
pointless, the chronicle would claim, since his protection ‘amounted to
next to nothing’ (80).

It was this perhaps that the monks most resented. They were used to
paying for protection. But they expected to get what they had paid
for. Over the next few months they did not. “‘Not one of the king’s
party, on being shown these letters, was prepared to respect them.
Each of them plundered us and received protection money.” Cattle
were driven off from Biggin Grange and grain taken; horses were
stolen from the abbey’s carts as they crossed the Nene at Wansford
Bridge; and at Oundle cattle being brought to market were first
stolen but then recaptured by the abbot’s men, ‘after a great brawl’.
At Stamford the bailiffs of John de Warenne, earl of Surrey, extracted
40 marks for the ‘redemption’ of Nassaborough (72). The abbey was
having to fight to preserve its lordship. And within just a few weeks
of his triumph at Northampton, on 14 May 1264, the king, his son,

97 R. E Treharne, ‘The Battle of Northampton, 5th April, 1264, NP&P 2:2 (1955),
p- 73.

98 Rotuli Selecti, ed. ]. Hunter (London, 1834), pp. 120-1.

99 References to these payments will be found in notes to the text, 70 and 78.
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and several of the barons, were captured at the battle of Lewes. ‘The
barons then imposed themselves over the whole of England, and they
made severe impositions on the abbot of Peterborough, since the abbot
had supported the king and his men’ (75). The sums recorded as being
paid at this point were comparatively small — £20 to Simon de Montfort
and to the earl of Gloucester, 10 marks to Simon’s two sons, £100 to
Roger of Leybourne — and they may have been matched by promises
of restitution for war damage,'” but they soon became valueless and
served only as a pretext for further exactions.

On 1 August 1265, at the Battle of Evesham, Simon de Montfort was
killed. It was the end of effective resistance to the king’s party but by
no means the end of the calls upon the abbot’s purse. A meeting of
parliament was convened at Winchester a month later, and there ‘father
and son and several of the courtiers extorted huge sums of money
from almost all of the prelates of England’. The amount levied on the
abbot of Peterborough was 500 marks, ‘for supporting the barons after
the Battle of Lewes’, according to the chronicle, ‘for having the king’s
goodwill, according to the pipe roll."”* He paid additionally £200 to
the Lord Edward and 200 marks to the earl of Gloucester. Another
of the abbey chronicles provides the context here. After the Battle of
Evesham, it states, ‘almost all of the manors of this house were seized,
some into the hands of the king, some into the hands of the lord
Edward, some into the hands of the earl of Gloucester, some into the
hands of the Earl Warenne, and some into the hands of others’.' It
cost £100 to release the manors of Castor, Tinwell and Thurlby, ‘from
the hands of’ the Earl Warenne, whose bailiffs at Stamford were a
permanent source of aggravation. It cost £100 to release the manors of
Fiskerton, Scotter and Collingham from Robert Tiptoft and a number
of local lords. The majority of these manors were peripheral to the
core of the estate and so more difficult to protect. The exception was
Castor in the Soke of Peterborough. It may be suspected that a point
was being made here. The abbot came from a hamlet in the parish of
Castor and it was at Castor that the abbey held its court for the knights
of the abbey, whose earlier indiscipline had already cost it dear.

The total costs, ‘of all the payments made in Abbot Robert’s time’,
amounted to £4324 18s 5d (80). This included the abbot’s settling
his predecessor’s debts, the accounts which he ran with merchants
at Kings Lynn and Boston ‘for wine and wax’, and with London
and foreign merchants, some of them payable at penal interest. The

100 See note below, 74.
101 See below, 78, with references.
102 Chr.P, p. 18.
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money was found. At the end of the civil war, he was able to pay 400
marks out of a 500 mark fine within three months. He did so with the
support of the convent, which the chronicle is careful to specify. Some
of these were cash payments, mainly from the sacrist, though Robert
of Swaffham the pittancer chipped in with 40s. Other of them were
represented by obedientiaries not receiving a part of their statutory
endowment, such as wine on feast days. The abbot drew on his capital
by selling woodland and he issued a number of corrodies. The total
of his receipts given here is £919 5s 4d (86). The figure was hardly
disproportionate to the sum total of the disbursements being made,
which affected the whole community, but the abbot was suitably
grateful, and promised to repay the money ‘once the monastery was
back on a sound footing” (87). He had largely done so by the time that
he died, shortly after crossing the Channel, en route for the Council
of Lyon. The monks could by this time relax, secure in their standing,
and debate the merits of Simon de Montfort. ‘One evening there was
a dispute between the brothers concerning the earl: some of them
said that he was a good man, others denied this and said that he had
stirred up discord.” One of those expressing the latter opinion received
a vision of the earl, or one of his representatives, the following night,
and was persuaded of his error: ‘the whole convent bore witness to
this”.!'®

When the convent turned to electing a successor to Robert of Sutton
in 1274, they found themselves not short of excellent candidates, men
who had been tested in a hard school. Their unanimous choice was
Richard of London, ‘a man of distinguished bearing and handsome
appearance’ (92). He had been steadily promoted and most recently
had been sacrist, generous in his support during the civil war, but
insisting on a proper account. As the new abbot was elected, the
monks in the chapter house might have heard sounds of building
work on the Lady Chapel, situated off the north transept and parallel
with the choir.! This chapel was seen as the particular responsibility
of ‘that venerable man’, William Paris, the prior (100). He was a man
of many parts: he is found acting for the abbey in church and secular
courts, leading the abbey troops to the Welsh marches, in transit to
Northampton for discussions with the justices, and inspecting the
western manors, helping to ensure that the cash for his great building

103 “Miracula Simonis de Montfort, The Chronicle of William de Rishanger of the
Barons’ Wars, ed. ]. O. Halliwell (Camden Society 15, 1840), pp. 81-2; Maddicott,
Simon de Montfort, pp. 346-7.

104 On the Lady Chapel, since destroyed, see, Lisa A. Reilly, An Architectural
History of Peterborough Cathedral (Oxford, 1997), pp. 113-16.
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project kept flowing.'® The one book title that bears his name suggests
that he may have been a canon lawyer."” The election once made, it
was announced by William of Woodford, and it was he who then went
to notify it to the king’s council, the king then being away on crusade.
The deal that he had earlier made with the civil servants, securing
complete control of all the resources of the monastery during the
vacancy for 300 marks, was a very advantageous one.

As what would now be called the ‘senior management team’ these
three men, Richard of London, William of Woodford, and William
Paris, were an outstanding force. And in electing Richard of London
as abbot, the monks allowed William of Woodford to focus on the
legal cases where his expertise was shown to best effect. Two words
would come to overshadow the waking hours of all three men: guo
warranto, ‘by what warrant’? By what warrant did the abbey hold some
of its manors and its lengthy list of franchises? Some of the challenges
were tenuous but none could be ignored. And while the abbot and
his proctors and attorneys claimed some privileges by long usage,
they relied whenever they could on their archive of royal charters,
carefully built up over the generations and regularly confirmed. The
royal charters are an essential feature of all the registers made around
this time."”” The abbot would produce the originals. In defence of his
title to the manor of Scotter, before the justices at Lincoln in 1281, he
produced successively charters of St Edward (who it was claimed had
given the manor to Abbot Leofric), William ‘the Conqueror’, William
his son, Henry II, Richard and John his sons, and finally of Henry,
‘the father of the present king’, all of which testified to this."™ The
justices and their clerks, who perforce had to acquire some skills
in diplomatic, were not always impressed. When a privilege from
King Edgar was presented to them in 1285, they stated that ‘no
reliance could be placed on it” They were right, as Susan Kelly has
shown, though they rejected it for the wrong reasons.'”” The price of
maintaining the abbey’s liberties was careful record keeping, prompt

105 Sw. fos. 26v-27r (1269), 169v (1262-74); BL Add. Ch. 737.

106 Pytchley, pp. xxxi, 99: ‘in libro Willelmi Parys qui vocatur Consilium
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payment for new confirmations of its charters, and continual vigilance.
It went without saying that the abbot went in person, on the day the
justices first sat, to meet all such claims, and would stay for as long as
it took."°

William of Woodford, though he would have to wait more than
twenty years before he became abbot, was the outstanding monk
of his time. ‘He was an eloquent speaker, bountifully supplied with
worldly wisdom, and learned both in canon civil law” (103). During
the vacancy of 1274, when he seems to have run the monastery almost
single-handed, he is recorded in the pipe roll with the title ‘bailiff of
the liberties of the abbey of Peterborough’. Immediately Richard of
London was elected, William took over from him as sacrist,"™ and he
remained in this office throughout Richard’s abbacy."? Even a century
after his death, he bustles through the pages of the sacrist’s register,
just as he had done in his own day.'® It was he who claimed the
mortuary payments from deceased knights of the abbey and clergy
serving in its benefices; he might sing the funeral mass for them at
the high altar of the abbey church," or as an act of grace allow them
to be buried elsewhere.'> Our chronicle has the story of his stout
defence of the abbey’s rights to the manor of Biggin Grange, which
was being claimed by the earl of Gloucester (97-98). It was said that
he had spotted a fault in the earl’s writ, and had come to the bar and
addressed the justices on the matter; the law reports confirm a part
of the story, but show the abbey’s case being argued by serjeants-at-
law. He can be seen being made welcome at neighbouring abbeys, who
would have fresh supplies of wine waiting for him,"® but he was less
popular with some of the lay lords. A justice in the early fourteenth
century protested strongly against the injuries and enormities that

110 Chr.P, pp. 31 (London, 1279: ‘per sex ebdomadas ... perhendinavit non sine
infusione permaxima expensarum’), 43 (Lincoln, 1281: ‘et abbas venit et
defendit jus suum’), 45, 95 (Lincoln, 19 May 1284: ‘ad quem diem accessit
dominus abbas’).

111 Fraunceys Register A, no. 428b, a case started in Dec. 1273, when Richard of
London was sacrist, and concluded in May 1274, by which time William of
Woodford had replaced him.

112 Chr. P, pp. 143, 147-51; Fraunceys Register A, p. 641.

113 As a case in point, see the proceedings regarding the mortuary of Ralph
Camoys, 1277-79: Fraunceys Register A, nos. 338-60.

114 Fraunceys Register A, no. 390: the rector of Paston, June 1294.

115 Fraunceys Register A, no. 389: Emma, the wife of Geoffrey of St Medard,
buried at the Dominican friary in Stamford, 3 Oct. 1278.

116 PRO/TNA SC6/1258/12 (Ramsey Abbey): ‘pro ij sest” vini in adventu domini
Willelmi de Burgo”.
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William and other of the monks and officers of the house had inflicted
on him."””

In 1293, with Abbot Richard’s health failing, William of Woodford
was appointed as his coadjutor. Such an appointment did not carry a
right of succession, but it comes as no surprise to find that he was the
monks’ choice two years later. Abbot William would rule for a little less
than four years. The entry for him is brief but the character assessment
is the most fulsome in our record. ‘A man of great virtue, a model of
good living, he shone as a beacon amongst all the religious of England’
(103). He became one of the abbots president of the Benedictine order
in England (104), but died before his term of office was complete. He
left seventeen books to the monastery, a good total, including several
legal texts, the statutes of the general chapter, and his own volume
of royal charters."® He kept a separate register of his business, one of
the first of its kind. It reaches back to draw in precedents from earlier
times and the manuscript continues without a break with the register
of his successor, Godfrey of Crowland."” Perhaps conscious of the
availability of this comprehensive record, or perhaps simply wishing
to move on, the chronicle entry is abbreviated. It notes his acquisition,
whilst sacrist, ‘by great labour and at great expense’, of the manor of
Southorpe, and its grant to the convent (105), and he is particularly
commended for refusing to sell woodland, instead offering a gratuity
to those who approached him, since ‘he dared not diminish the capital
of his church’ (104).

William of Woodford was succeeded by Godfrey of Crowland. The
tone set at the beginning of Abbot Godfrey’s rule is one of an easy
familiarity, with his neighbours and with the court. Edward I sent
the abbot a cup worth 100 s. to mark his inauguration, ‘a sign of great
favour from so great a lord". And after the king’s personal mediation,
so the story was told, the treasurer, Walter Langton, remitted the fee
of 1000 marks which he wished to charge for a confirmation of the
abbey’s charters, ‘since he is a friend of yours” (109). When the royal
court travelled through Peterborough in 1302, the king and queen
were honourably received and the ‘gifts” and jewellery given to them
and their household amounted to more than 253 marks (151). On what
seems to have been a different occasion, the abbot also received ‘the
lord Edward, the king’s son, and the lord Piers of Gaveston’. The gift
to the king’s son, a cup worth £50, was a princely one, but Edward

117 White Book, no. 117, naming brother Simon of Frieston, Gilbert of Sutton,
Robert Fairfox, ‘and others’.

118 Library, BP13, pp. 36-9.

119 BL, Cotton MS Vesp. E. XXI]I, fos. 1-45; White Book, pp. 1-106.
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refused to accept it unless Gaveston also received a similar gift from
the abbot. After complicated negotiations, the matter was happily
resolved, and both Edward and his favourite received a cup. When
Edward became king and his relationship with Gaveston came to
dominate national politics, the monks of Peterborough had their own
experience to adduce, and the story lost nothing in the telling (152).
No less interesting in connection with Edward II's capacity is the
detailed account of the difficulty the monks had in tracking down
the king after Abbot Godfrey’s death in 1321. The new abbot’s election
could not be confirmed without the king’s authority but no one knew
where he was. After considerable delay, the abbey delegation met a
man who knew a man who said that the king was to be found on the
Isle of Thanet. The context here, the reason why the king had become
invisible, was that he was anxiously awaiting the arrival of his new
favourite, Hugh Despenser, who had been banished ‘by the magnates
of the whole of England’ (161). The political community could cope
well with a king absent in war, as the chronicle shows on more than
one occasion. A king at home, unconcerned with his responsibilities,
was much more difficult to deal with.

The account of Godfrey of Crowland’s long abbacy is sui generis, quite
different from anything that has gone before. It is different in form,
for after a brief account of the abbot’s election and his interaction with
the royal court, we are presented with a series of annals, arranged by
abbatial year. It is different in bulk, as long as the treatment of the five
previous abbacies combined. And it is different in tone, for in place of
an anxious concern with subsistence there is a mood, at least in the
abbot’s early years, of brash opulence. Here was a man who liked to
spend. If we look for the records of his spending that are being used
in the chronicle, the most likely source would be the annual accounts
of the abbot’s receiver, but none of these have survived.'” The majority
of entries relate to building works on the manors. At times they are
animated. A new cowshed was built at Eye, at a cost of 52s 6d, it is
explained, to avoid the animals having to travel long distances on
muddy roads just when the fields were being sown (110). The quality
of workmanship is praised, whether of the ‘most elegant” new hall at
Eyebury, completed in the abbot’s first year (110), or of the new mill at
Boroughbury, started in his last ‘with great craftsmanship’ (140). New
buildings are exactly placed. Within the monastic precinct there was a
lovely herb-garden, ‘containing pear trees and the most delicate herbs’
(112); at Eye the garden was enlarged and four ‘most attractive ponds’
were placed within it (130). The author may be Whittlesey himself. It

120 Accounts, p. xv.
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would be too much to claim him as a precursor to John Clare but he
introduces the reader to the same territory with an easy familiarity
and some pride.

Abbot Godfrey came from Crowland, in the fenland to the north and
east of Peterborough, and the home of another wealthy Benedictine
monastery. This was his home ground, where he lavished money on
new buildings and where a reported theft of his property turned into
a scandal which threatened his rule. We will consider the buildings
first of all. Eye was a demesne manor of the abbey. In the first list of
‘improvements” made on the manors which is given in the chronicle,
that of Walter of St Edmunds, particular mention was made of ‘a
splendid set of buildings” he made here, which included a hall, a solar
and a chapel, and two gate-houses (48). This would become known as
Eyebury. It became the country seat of the abbots of Peterborough, a
retreat but a place also where they might conduct business. Close by,
only a mile to the south, the grange at Oxney served a similar purpose
for the monks. At Eyebury Abbot Godfrey set about rebuilding. First
there was the great hall, completing works started by William of
Woodford (110), then a series of outbuildings. Other land was cleared
and a new garden created and planted with fruit trees (111). He also
invested heavily in a new set of farm buildings for the manor itself.
As the work progressed, so the abbot’s ambition grew. In his fifth
year, he started building a manor at Northolme, to the north of Eye,
where there had previously been pasture (116). The new manor was
to be his memorial. He built a new chapel there, to serve which he
endowed a chaplain, who was ‘to say mass for the soul of this abbot,
for the souls of all the benefactors of the monastery, and for the living
and the dead, for all time” (120). A two-day fair at Northolme was
now added to the two fairs at Peterborough, another at Boroughbury,
and one at Oxney, all of which lasted a week.'* The area was open for
business.

The first chaplain appointed to the chantry at Northolme was one
of the witnesses when Richard of Crowland, son of Benedict of Eye,
did homage to Abbot Godfrey, ‘in his chamber at Eye’, for a holding
in Walton and elsewhere.'” Richard was the abbot’s nephew, and
long after the event it was remembered that this seemingly routine
transfer had been made against the will of the convent.'® It can thus
be seen as an early manifestation of a tension between Godfrey and
his monks which would come to a head in 1313. In that year, a man

121 Eyre of Northamptonshire 1329-1330, 1, pp. 40-1; Mellows, Markets, pp. 14-16.
122 White Book, no. 115: 11 Mar. 1309.
123 Pytchley, p. 142.
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called Laurence of Oxford was hanged for theft, having stolen from
the manor of Eye plate and other gold and silver goods, valued at
the considerable sum of £200. But, so it would be alleged, the abbot
himself had facilitated the crime and, moreover, he had sodomised
Laurence, who was his chamberlain, seduced his wife, along with
three other women of Peterborough, whilst he had also shown great
cruelty to prisoners in his custody. On two different occasions, the
bishop of Lincoln, John Dalderby, allowed the abbot to swear his
innocence of these charges. On 23 February he did so by proxy, but on
14 May he swore in person, in front of the bishop, in the chapter-house
of Peterborough, with his monks present, twelve of them acting as
character witnesses. The principals at least might have hoped that this
would be the end of the matter. But it was not. A saint’s cult threatened
to develop around Laurence’s grave, fostered mainly by the parish
clergy within the town. It took repeated injunctions from the bishop,
and public penance by the priests, performed both in Peterborough
and in Lincoln, to stamp it out.”* Our chronicler would certainly have
known of this unfortunate episode. Very likely he was present in the
chapter-house on 14 May 1313. But of it he says nothing. He does say,
in praising Abbot Godfrey’s successor, that he was a monk who was
irreproachable in his way of life, and that he strove to foster concord
amongst the brethren (194).'*

With Abbot Godfrey’s death the abbey chronicle written in the main
hand of Whittlesey’s register terminates. Documents connected with
the ensuing vacancy then follow, in the same neat hand. A different
and less polished hand then resumes the narrative, which follows
the same structure and must be seen as no less a part of Whittlesey’s
chronicle. First an account is given of the election of the new abbot,
Adam of Boothby, with the detail of procedure that the bishop’s
scrutiny required. After this, says the author, very deliberately, ‘we
now turn to the various expenses of each year of his abbacy” (165).
Summary figures extending into the later years of Adam’s rule are
given at this point, indicating that the text for the whole of his abbacy
was written in one piece. ‘At the beginning there were fees and
pensions that had not been paid, and creditors in respect of various
kinds of grain that had been purchased, for there had been a severe

124 On this case, see Laura Wertheimer, ‘Clerical Dissent, Popular Piety, and
Sanctity in Fourteenth-Century Peterborough’, Journal of British Studies 45
(2006), pp. 3-24; White Book, p. xxviii; Heads, 2, p. 58.

125 Similarly CAP, s.a. 1320, p. 162: 'vir magnae innocentiae et simplicitatis’; and
on his tomb, Book of Monuments, fo. 123v; Tillemans Drawings, no. 219.6: ‘vir
castus, iustus, omni virtute robustus’.
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shortage of grain for six years'? because of the sterility of the ground
and almost incessant flooding’ (166).

This is the sole reference in any Peterborough text to what is now
termed the Great European Famine of 1315-1322.'” The harvests
of 1315 and 1316 were very poor and caused ‘a rate of inflation in
grain prices which is quite unparalleled in English history’; there
were further harvest failures in 1320 and 1321. And compounding
these difficulties a series of livestock epidemics occurred, which
first affected sheep (depriving landlords of valuable cash income),
and then affected cattle (depriving them of their plough-beasts). The
accounting years 1319-20 and 1320-21 showed particularly severe
losses.’?® The Peterborough manors were not exempt. The chronicle
notes a little later: ‘On top of these other misfortunes, there were such
severe diseases and murrain amongst the animals that in his first
year he spent in net purchases of stock £133 2s 5d” (168). A vacancy
in the abbey in the winter of 1321-22, involving heavy expenditure
and inevitable discontinuity of management, could not have come
at a worse time. But for the famine years which preceded Adam of
Boothby’s election, there is no further information. No manorial
accounts survive for this period. After the scandal of 1313, Abbot
Godfrey’s expenditure, at least as recorded in the chronicle, was very
greatly reduced. There were minor repairs of a number of manors,
some further building at Eye and at Northolme, and expenditure
on mills at Boroughbury. The biggest expense was a little over £100
spent on a property in the port of Boston and refurbished to provide a
town-house for the monks and their servants whilst on business there
(135-136). Amongst the election expenses there was £7 9s ‘for setting
out, writing up, and returning a vacancy account to the exchequer at
Westminster” (163). For later historians certainly this was money well
spent, since a full extent was made of the abbey’s manors and the
account was transcribed in Whittlesey’s book as a gloss to the extent.
There is no sign of crisis in these records, though on several manors in
the fenland it is noted that meadowland was of less value because it
flooded. At one place the flooding had lasted for the past seven years.'”

126 i.e., since 1315.

127 Bruce M. S. Campbell, English Seignorial Agriculture 1250-1450 (Cambridge,
2000), p. 4.

128 Ian Kershaw, ‘The Great Famine and Agrarian Crisis in England 13151322,
Past & Present 59 (1973), pp. 3-50, quotation p. 13.

129 Sparke, pp. 180 (54 acres of meadow next to the fen in Boroughbury, ‘quia
per septennium emergebantur’ — i.e.,, since 1314), 182 (pasture in the fen at
Glinton), 187 (22 acres of meadow at Eyebury).
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The famine is noted in records of other fenland monasteries.'

As Whittlesey continues his story, it is not surprising to find that
purchases of grain were necessary over the abbot’s first winter, ‘since
the land was so barren, because of almost continuous flooding’, nor
that the abbot himself had to supply all the grain from Lady Day 1322
until the following harvest. He purchased around 1570 quarters of
grain at the cost of a few pence under £630. What is a little surprising
is that the recovery took so long. The consolidated figures for the
purchase of grain and stock, for the whole of his abbacy, which are
given at this point, say that Abbot Adam throughout his abbacy
purchased grain at a net cost of £1240 2s 1%2d. ‘And on top of all these
other misfortunes there was such severe disease and murrain in the
animals’ that it was necessary to purchase stock in his first year. Over
thirteen years 14,000 animals were bought, at a cost of around £1350.
It was an uphill battle, with new stock dying almost as soon as it was
received. And there was more to say. ‘It should not be forgotten that all
of this abbot’s predecessors had sufficient woodland for fuel in their
time, from Borough Fen, Tanholt and Peakirkfrith, without the need
for purchases.” But Abbot Adam made purchases in every year, more
than £380 in all, ‘on the grounds (sub pretextu) that fuel was insufficient
because of flooding and the deterioration of these alder heys and
other coppice woods’ (168). There is at least a hint in this entry for fuel
purchase, and by extension in the entries for purchase of stock and
grain, that the author felt that bad management had compounded the
abbey’s problems during these years.

The eyre of Northampton, 1329-1330, is given extended treatment (177-
182). This was the first time that an eyre had been held in the county
for forty-five years and its proceedings attracted wide interest among
the legal reporters. A partial set of reports, of quo warranto proceedings
which concerned the abbey, is found in Whittlesey’s register, copied
interestingly into the margins of the section of royal charters, several
of which the abbot produced during the eyre.

130 The Peterborough-Spalding annals state that in 1316 heavy summer rain led
to severe famine, causing many deaths, particularly among the poor: CAP,
p- 160. The Thorney annals record that in 1315 there was such shortage of
grain that in many areas a quarter was sold for 40s, and the fenland was
flooded for three years; while in 1319 there was a severe murrain throughout
England: Cyril Hart, “‘The Thorney Abbey Annals’, Peterborough’s Past 1
(1982-3), p. 23. This was part of the difficult inheritance of the new abbot of
Thorney in 1323: ‘nam ex morina animalium que per diuersa mundi regna
inoleuit iacturas graues et dampna sustinuit” Red Book, fo. 465r.
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The liberties of the church of Peterborough, which earlier had been
called into question, were confirmed after various pleadings and
demands before Sir Geoffrey Scrope and his colleagues. Every action
set in motion against the church of Peterborough in this eyre was
dismissed, nor did we yield our ground at any point (177).

The reports show a detailed examination of the abbot’s case, which
was argued by three senior counsel, Robert of Scarborough, William
Shareshull, and John Claver.’® A number of claims were left for later
examination, and for better security a further charter was purchased
from the king, at a cost of 200 marks, which ‘clarified” a number of
the definitions in the litany of privileges which the abbey claimed.
The abbey was also much involved in proceedings regarding a dam
at Outwell in Norfolk, erected by Walter Langton nearly thirty years
before, which — so it was alleged — had caused widespread flooding
upstream: ‘because of the dam the marshes of Borough Fen, Peakirk
Fen, North Fen and Tanholt Fen, and the adjacent lands and meadows,
were flooded in times of high water’. The jurors of Northamptonshire
assessed the damage ‘to the king and the men of that district at 500
marks a year’. The abbot ‘obtained a decree that the dam should be
destroyed at his own cost” (181). The abbot and his household resided
at Northampton throughout the eyre and entertained lavishly. The
abbey’s team at the Nottingham eyre, which met at the same time,
seems to have been headed by the sacrist, Gilbert of Aslackby."** This
section concludes with the statement that ‘the abbot spent £1176
18s 4d on the eyre of Northampton, and the eyres of Bedford and
Nottingham, along with the wardship of Maxey’ (182).

It is the legal case concerning the wardship of Geoffrey de la Mare
(‘of Maxey’), the posthumous son of a father of the same name, from
his third marriage, born at the abbey in 1327, which occupies most of
the chronicler’s attention (178-180), and which has led him to date the
Northampton eyre to the wrong year. It became something of a cause
célebre. It arose — so the story was told — when the earl of Hereford,
John de Bohun, passing through Peterborough on business, on being
shown the infant in whatever room passed as the abbey nursery,
claimed the wardship for himself, since the de la Mares also held land
of him. The abbot, confronted with dire threats — so he alleged — that

131 Eyre of Northamptonshire 1329-1330, 1, pp. Ixxiii (description of material in
Whittlesey), pp. 40-2 (the abbot’s claim), 87-100 (the abbot’s defence of his
claim).

132 Fraunceys Register A, no. 415: the sacrist, ‘tunc existens apud Notyngham in
itinere justiciariorum’, hurries to Barnack on learning of the death of the
rector of the church, Feb. 1330.
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the abbey would be razed to the ground if he did not agree, allowed
the earl to take the child back to his castle of Pleshey in Essex. But
shortly thereafter he started proceedings against the earl to recover
his ward. The earl and his council, aware that they had no defence,
decided to counter-claim, ‘making false accusations against the abbot,
his monks, and several of his close associates: namely that [they]
had broken into his castle at Pleshey and into his park, carrying off
numerous possessions which they had found within the castle and
being prepared to kill the game within his park” (179). They claimed as
evidence that ‘the habits of monks were hanging on the hedges of the
neighbouring woods’. Whatever the rights of the matter, the parties
were expected to compromise, and the abbot paid the earl £100 in cash
to secure the boy’s release. The case lay on the earl’s conscience and
some of this money was returned by his executors after his death. Nor
was this the end of the matter, for the boy had half-sisters from his
father’s earlier marriage, and their claim that the third marriage was
invalid and the boy in consequence was illegitimate, was pursued in
the church courts. This claim in its turn was settled by compromise
several years later. Our author is not a natural story teller. Henry of
Pytchley, possibly drawing on him, gives a more coherent account of
the episode.’*

The renewal of the charters in 1332 was authorised by the king ‘out of
special devotion for saints Peter and Paul and affection for the present
abbot’.** The chronicle emphasises that Abbot Adam was on close
terms with both Edward II and Edward III and their queens. The royal
court resided at Peterborough for an extended period on two occasions
in Edward III's reign, in 1327, over Easter, and in 1334. In 1327, just a
few weeks after his accession, he ‘came to Peterborough along with his
mother, Queen Isabella, his brother John of Eltham, earl of Cornwall,
with two sisters of the king, and other earls, also three bishops and
his chancery” (175). The clerks were kept busy, even on Easter Day.
Numerous hardened criminals were given royal pardons; land was
restored to some of those disseised by the Despensers; protection was
issued to the master and brethren of the hospital of St Anthony, in
the diocese of Vienne, begging for alms, and, at the request of Queen
Isabella, to the agents of the nuns of Holy Trinity, Caen, selling goods
in England; and an enquiry was ordered on the complaint from the
prior of Ely that several farmers had ‘maliciously burnt the turves
lately dug by his servants in his manor of Lakenheath, Suffolk’'®

133 Pytchley, pp. 38-40 (quotation, p. 38).

134 CCHhR, 1327-1341, pp. 274-9.

135 A selection from the business done on this visit: CCR, 1327-30, pp. 63-4; CPR,
1327-30, pp. 54-6, 91, 93, 96, 100.
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There was high politics also, with the confirmation by the new regime
of the treaty negotiated with France the previous year.”** The visit cost
the abbey a considerable sum, nearly £500 quite apart from provisions
and other incidental expenditure,'” but for a fortnight it found itself
at the centre of the nation’s political life, and charged with leading the
prayers for better times.

One recurring theme of the chronicle is payments that were made to
protect the abbey’s property and its possessions. These followed from
the crown’s rights of purveyance, cash and provisions being taken for
the support of royal armies and the royal household. John Maddicott’s
fine study of the impact of purveyance quotes several passages from
manorial accounts to demonstrate that ‘the bribery of purveyors was
frequent’, and that in consequence the burdens of purveyance fell
more heavily on the peasantry than on their lords.”*® The Peterborough
records, though not extensive, are exemplary in this regard, showing
regular payments ‘to protect the abbot’s goods on his manors’'* In
Abbot Adam’s ninth year (1329-30) he paid £36 5s 5d in gifts to the
king and the two queens, then staying at Bourne in Lincolnshire, ‘as
also gifts to their men’ (184). The abbot’s receiver’s account for the same
year itemizes the gifts and allows the men to be identified."*" There
were 43 in all, including: the king’s avener (purveyor of fodder: 5s),
his servant (2s) and two assistants (12d); the avener of Queen Isabella
(3s 4d); the taker of grain (3s 4d) and his boy (6d); the sub-marshal,
the sub-seneschal and the sub-chamberlain of Queen Philippa (6s); the
larderers of the king and the two queens (8s); the king’s baker (3s 4d)
and his assistant (12d); and the royal chef and two men coming from
Ramsey (6s). Even before these various royal courts had left Bourne,
the steward of the household, Hugh Turplington (who had taken his
fee: 40s) and other local dignatories were commissioned to enquire
about a number of matters, including ‘alleged unlawful prises taken
by officers of the king, queen Isabella, queen Philippa, and others, and
extortions and oppression in the same county charged against these
same officers” and county officials.'*!

136 CPR, 1327-1330, p. 68.

137 The abbey repaired the bridge over the Nene, ‘with wood, boards and bolts’,
at this time, out of reverence to its royal visitors and not — so it later claimed —
because it was obliged to do so: CPR, 1345-1348, p. 87.

138 Maddicott, English Peasantry, pp. 19-22.

139 9th year (184: ‘pro bonis domini in maneriis salvandis’), 10th year (185), 11th
year (186) and 13th year (188) of Abbot Adam.

140 Obedientiary Accounts, p. 110.

141 CPR, 1327-30, p. 573: dated 14 Aug. 1330, at Bourne.
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The chronicle concludes with an account of ‘the election and
confirmation of Henry of Morcott’ during the winter of 1338-1339
(198-206). The whole of the narrative here is precise and vivid. We
are told the time of day when the abbot-elect arrived in London,
the names of the royal officers and councillors whom he met ‘in a
small room next to the exchequer” (200), and how, after he had been
confirmed in office and blessed, he was accosted by a royal creditor
just as he arrived at ‘the causeway near Westminster’ (204). During
all this time, the elect was accompanied by two monks and a clerk,
who were allowed as expenses by the prior simply enough for ‘three
servants’ (200). To compound their privation, they made the journey
in miserable weather. It is difficult to resist the conclusion that Walter
of Whittlesey was one of the two monks, kept on short rations, who
accompanied the elect. As he wrote, he could still remember the
rumble in his stomach and the chill in his bones.

3 Vacancies and Elections

The section of the Peterborough house chronicle edited in this volume
covers the period from 1177 to 1338. It describes fourteen abbacies
and fifteen abbatial elections, some in great detail (as that of Henry of
Morcott), while just a few are taken as read. Of the fifteen men elected,
twelve were monks of the house and three were appointed from
outside. Of the twelve monks of the house, the election fell upon the
prior on two occasions (1193, 1222), the sacrist four times (1214, 1233,
1274, 1299), the almoner once (1226), the pittancer once (1299), the sub-
cellarer once (1321), while on three occasions no previous office was
recorded (1246, 1263, 1339). The length of the abbacies ranged from
the 21 years of Richard of London (1274-95) and Godfrey of Crowland
(1299-1321) to the little under four years enjoyed by Alexander of
Holderness (1222-26) and William of Woodford (1295-99), though the
last-named had managed the house for two years before he took office.
The average length of an abbacy, ignoring the periods of vacancy,
was eleven and a half years. The dynamic of the story line in the
chronicle is that of ‘the deeds of the abbots’, but each death marked a
disjuncture. It left a community of monks without a father, a military
establishment without a leader, and a great estate without a lord; more
succinctly, in Whittlesey’s own words, the monks were ‘desolate for
want of a pastor” (159). Used to managing their own affairs, they now
found themselves under royal control and episcopal scrutiny.

The length of royal control varied over time. A distinction must first be
made between the years up to John’s reign (1199-1216), and those after
it. In the earlier of these periods, vacancies might be lengthy — before
the election of Benedict nearly eighteen months, before that of Akarius
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more than a year, and between Akarius and his successor, during the
Interdict, over four years. Thereafter the vacancies lasted weeks rather
than years. The key document here is the charter of John, in settlement
of the issues raised by the Interdict, first issued on 21 November 1214.
It promised:

that for the future in all and each of the churches and monasteries,
cathedral or conventual, throughout our whole realm of England
there should be for ever free elections of whatever grade of prelate,
great or small — saving only the securing to us and our heirs of the
custody of vacant churches and monasteries that belong to us.

It was further provided that permission to elect should first be sought
from the king, and that after the election had been made it should be
notified to the king and his consent be obtained."*? The close, fine,
and patent rolls, from the reign of Henry III onwards, show these
procedures being followed to the letter. In 1222 the abbey was granted
to royal commissioners on 27 October, on 30 October the monks were
given licence to elect, and the king granted his assent to the election
on 10 November; the temporalities were released on the same day.
From 1233, however, the king’s consent to the election was followed by
a mandate to the bishop, ‘to do his part in the matter’, and the release
of the temporalities waited on the bishop’s scrutiny and acceptance.
This extended the length of the vacancy. After the death of Walter of
St Edmunds, the royal custodian, Roger of Gosbeck, accounted for
the period 28 December 1245-12 February 1246."* This amounts to 47
days, almost seven weeks, and this may be taken as a typical length of
a vacancy thereafter.'*

The three abbots from outside the house, Benedict in 1177, Akarius in
1200, and John of Caux in 1250, were each appointed at a time of crisis.
Benedict’s predecessor, William of Waterville, had been deposed by
the archbishop of Canterbury, acting as papal judge-delegate, in 1175,
‘in the chapter-house at Peterborough, before a multitude of abbots

142 Selected Letters of Pope Innocent III concerning England (1198-1216), ed. C. R.
Cheney and W. H. Semple (NMT, 1953), no. 76.

143 CPR, 1216-25, pp. 342, 349, 351; CPR, 1232-47, p. 20; TNA E372/90 (AALT
Other Accounts/Abbot of Peterborough/image 5556).

144 After the death of Godfrey of Crowland, the vacancy account covered the
period 21 Aug.—7 Oct. 1321, i.e., 48 days: Sparke, p. 175. The grant of custody
on 14 Dec. 1338 covered the period up to 2 Feb. 1339, i.e,, 50 days, after which
new arrangements would need to be made were the abbey still vacant: CFR,
5, 1337-1347, p. 110. The temporalities were released on 16 Jan. 1339: CPR,
1338-40, pp. 175-6.
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and monks’"*> The papal confirmation of the deposition, which was
kept in Swaffham’s register, says that the abbot was accused of keeping
bad company.'* These were his own relations, who had supported the
king’s opponents during ‘the revolt of the earls” of 1173-75. Because
of this, ‘the king had made charges against the abbot, and he hated
him, because he had given refuge to Ralph de Waterville his brother,
who was with the king’s enemies at Huntingdon’.'” Eighteen months
after the deposition, the prior and four monks of Peterborough went to
Winchester ‘to elect an abbot” and were allocated ten marks for their
expenses.'® They elected the king’s nominee and the archbishop of
Canterbury gave his blessing on the spot.

While these events all took place in the full glare of national publicity,
the problems of Andrew, ‘a gentle and peace-loving man’, barely
register in the local record, though he was expelled at some point. In
electing Akarius, prior of St Albans, whether under royal instruction
or not, the monks gained an experienced administrator. It may be
noted that the prior of Peterborough, Eudo, was appointed abbot
of Ramsey at just the same time, so some kind of deal may have
been done." The third outside nominee was John of Caux, prior of
Winchester. His predecessor, William Hotot, was effectively deposed
by Bishop Grosseteste, though allowed to resign before any sentence
was pronounced. He seems simply to have lost authority, though
there were complaints of gifts to his kinsmen. It is interesting that
the two men forced from office, William of Waterville and William
Hotot, were both members of knightly families who were tenants of
the abbey.

The normal procedure followed for the election of a new abbot,
at Peterborough and elsewhere, was ‘per compromissum’, by
compromission, a phrase that stood for a delegation of responsibility
for the election to a committee of the monks.” Hugh Candidus gives

145 HC, p. 131; trans. p. 72.

146 Sw. fos. 76v-77r; printed Papsturkunden, 2, no. 249. According to a letter from
the pope to the king, found in a formulary, the abbot was still raising money
from the abbey’s property after his deposition: BL Royal MS. 15 B. 1V, §8, fo.
69v; noted, C. R. Cheney, English Bishops’ Chanceries 1100-1250 (Manchester,
1950), pp. 128-9.

147 Gesta Regis Henrici Secundi Benedicti Abbatis, ed. W. Stubbs, 2 vols (RS 49, 1867),
1, p. 106; Edmund King, “The Knights of Peterborough Abbey’, Peterborough’s
Past 2 (1986), pp. 36-50.

148 PR 23 Henry I1, p. 105.

149 Winchester Annals, AM, 2, p. 73: ‘eodem etiam mense’ (March 1200).

150 Knowles, Monastic Order, pp. 402-3.
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an account of the election of William of Waterville in 1155. On the
very day of the death of Martin of Bec, ‘they chose from among them
twelve of the older and wiser men to make that election according
to the will of God, in secret, for amid such a multitude they could
not have come to an agreement readily without it. The electors
processed to the abbot’s chamber, leaving the prior and a majority of
the convent (around sixty monks at this time) in the chapter-house.
There they first discussed procedure. One of the electors was chosen
as a kind of moderator, ‘to hear the counsel and confession of each of
them in private, in accordance with the inspiration of God". This was
Hugh Candidus himself. When he had heard their views, he offered
to summarise them one by one but was told to come straight to the
point and then said that nearly all of the electors ‘would rejoice to
have William of Waterville as their abbot and their shepherd’."” This
name was then taken forward as a unanimous recommendation to
the prior and convent and they in their turn unanimously accepted
it. There is an emphasis throughout this account that the delegates
operated at every stage within procedures authorised by the whole
community:.

It seems very likely that the account given by Hugh Candidus in his
chronicle provided a template for later elections at Peterborough.
From 1263 onwards all the elections in this chronicle were stated to
have been conducted by compromission. In 1274 the bishop described
the election in these terms, clearly as they had been notified to him.
The monks, he said, had agreed to proceed to an election “per viam
compromissi” and had appointed thirteen members of the community
as their delegates; following the procedures for such elections, William
of Woodford, one of the delegates, on behalf of himself and the others,
had canonically elected Richard of London, another of the delegates,
as abbot and pastor; William had made a public announcement of
the election and the whole community had received and approved
it, solemnly singing Te Deum Laudamus.”® In 1321 it is stated simply
that 12 monks were given full authority to elect an abbot and that they
elected Adam of Boothby (159).

On two occasions in the early thirteenth century —in 1214 and 1233 -
the election was described as taking place ‘by divine inspiration and
with the unanimous consent of the convent” (22, 42). This may indicate
an election without recourse to delegation. The two men, Robert
of Lindsey and Walter of St Edmunds, had each been sacrist, the

151 HC, pp. 124-6; trans., pp. 68-9.
152 Rot. Gravesend, p. 122.
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former in a monastery that had been without an abbot for four years.
Their careers seem to have embodied their brethren’s aspirations. If
all the elections, after the procuration of John of Caux in 1250, were
by compromission, the reason may be that the Holy Spirit does not
leave written records. The bishops’ registers and the abbey chronicle
both indicate an ever-closer scrutiny by the bishop of ‘the process of
election’. And they clearly draw on the same materials, the written
statement provided by the abbey describing the procedures that had
been followed.

The description of the 1338 election, with which the chronicle
concludes, is the most detailed of all, showing the monks trying
to cover all eventualities, including the steps that had been taken
to gain the consent of monks who were absent from the chapter-
house, whether resident away from the abbey or in the infirmary
(199). Even so, when the case came before the vicar general of the
diocese, ‘there was a lengthy and acrimonious debate about the form
of the election’. Despite or perhaps because of the vigorous attempts
by the abbot’s tenants to prevent any objections being heard, the
election was quashed, though the elect was immediately appointed
on the bishop’s authority, ‘out of love for St Peter’.'*® The agreed and
established process of election by delegates offered a defence against
claims of irregularity."™ This might explain why the election of Richard
of London in 1274, which the chronicle described as unanimous, was
reported to the bishop as being by compromission, and similarly why
on his death in 1295, the new abbot William of Woodford described
himself as elected unanimously while the bishop was told that the
convent had proceeded by compromission: ‘ut dicebatur’, the bishop
added, possibly indicating a measure of scepticism on his part.’> The
bishop cross-examined three monks of the house about the process
of election, following which he declared that the election of a suitable
person had been made by agreement and by due process.”*® His own
judgement would have been in question had he found otherwise, since
he had earlier nominated William of Woodford as Richard of London’s
coadjutor.

153 Reg. Burghersh, 2, no. 1601; CPR, 1338-1340, p. 175.

154 Rot. Gravesend, p. 122: ‘in certa forma et canonica’.

155 White Book, p. xviii (noting the problem), no. 29; Reg. Sutton, 2, pp. 131-2.

156 Reg. Sutton, 2, p. 131: “Episcopus invenit dictam electionem de persona idonea
concorditer et canonice celebratam’. He used the same form of words in
confirming the election of Godfrey of Crowland in 1299, having examined
four of the monks: ibid., p 165.
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On the death of an abbot the estates of the monastery came into
the king’s hands. The chronicle describes how on 20 August 1295,
as the last few guests drank deep in the refectory after the funeral
mass for Richard of London, a royal officer arrived and ‘seized the
whole abbey into the king’s hands, both that which belonged to
the barony and that which belonged to each of the obedientiaries’;
two other officials, a knight and a clerk, rode in shortly thereafter,
‘and they received the homage of all the tenants of the abbey both
within and without the Nassaborough’ (101). Complaints about royal
custodians are a running theme of the chronicle. In 1200 the incoming
abbot found no provisions, since the bishop of St Andrews, ‘to whom
the king had granted custody of the house, had taken away all that
he could carry and left nothing behind” (18). In 1245, Walter of St
Edmunds had left an abundance of resources, but the royal custodian
‘caused his men to destroy, sell, or carry off almost all of it” (51). Things
were no better in 1249. Matthew Paris complained that royal agents
had ravaged and destroyed the house,'” while the new abbot a little
more temperately explained that the monastery was gravely burdened
when he took office, ‘for we found that almost all its movable goods
had been confiscated by the bailiffs of the king who had held the
house during the vacancy” (63). When John of Caux in his turn died
in his London residence on 3 March 1263 the king will have known
of the death even before the monks. Instructions were sent out to the
royal custodian, Robert of Fulham, to send all cash receipts to Richard
of Ewell and Hugh de Turri, ‘for the king’s purchases at the fairs of
Stamford’, while he was also instructed, without delay, to fish in the
abbot’s fishponds and send the catch to the king."® Robert’s account
showed that he paid £105 10 6d to the two men named.” The number
of fish caught is not recorded.

There was never a good time for an abbot to die but some were
worse than others. William of Woodford died on 25 September
1299. This was disastrous, since four days later, at Michaelmas, not
only were quarterly rents due but the unfree tenants of the abbey
paid their annual tallages and recognitions. A document made in
connection with this vacancy records sums due totalling £665 4s 1d,
‘aside from lands already or to be seized during the vacancy, and
aside from the perquisites from courts, the issues of mills, dairies and

157 Paris, 5, p. 84. ‘Regales autem illuc statim a domino rege missi, emolumentis
inhiantes, redditibus abbatiae avide inhiantes, rapinis et exterminio domus
illius intenderunt.

158 CCR, 1261-1264, pp. 216-17, 8 Mar. 1263.

159 TNA E372/108 (AALT Other Accounts/dorse/image 9228).
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pasture lands, and villein works”.!® The death of Godfrey of Crowland
on 21 August 1321 produced a similar bonanza for the Crown for
the same reason. More often, it might hope for at least a single
quarter of rents, along with the various issues just enumerated. In
1245, on the fourth day of Christmas, brother William of Folkingham
gave to the royal escheator, master Roger of Gosbeck, £51 17s 6d from
quarterly rents due at Christmas. He promptly sold stock to the value
of £77 16s and grain worth £123 11s 10d. He allowed only the most
necessary expenses, for threshing, winnowing and carrying the grain
to market, and for shoeing the cart-horses and repairing the carts
which took it there.’? In 1263 Robert of Fulham had to draw chiefly
on the Easter rents of assise. He attempted to tallage the men of the
abbey, even though they had been tallaged the previous Michaelmas,
and to sell ‘the issues of the animals of the same abbey, both calves
and lambs’; he was ordered to desist, but only as a mark of favour to
the abbey. He took on extra staff to collect tolls from the traffic on the
river Nene at Peterborough and Churchfield and from the market at
Oundle.’?

All appears ordered in these accounts, every payment seems fair, but
this was the impression they were designed to give. The successive
accounts of spoliation will not have been feigned, for more will have
been taken than was accounted for. In 1234 an enquiry was ordered as
to the state in which the vacancy commissioners

received the lands of the abbey, what stock and how much corn and
other movables they found there, how much they took in rents, sales
of goods or other issues arising from the said lands, what corn and

160 Staffordshire Record Office LD30/12/98. This document was identified by Mr
Tim Halliday and will be published by Dr Sandra Raban in a forthcoming
edition of the abbey’s thirteenth century account rolls. Its precise connection
with the 1299 vacancy is not easy to establish, but it may be noted: that it
survives in the archives of Walter Langton, bishop of Lichfield and royal
treasurer; that Langton was the brother of Robert Peverel, who held a fee
of the abbey in Warmington (the first manor listed in the document); that
Langton was building up a considerable estate in Northamptonshire, much
of it in the abbey’s area of influence, and that the abbey steward, John of
Oundle, acted as one of his agents: Pytchley, pp. 122-3; King, Peterborough
Abbey, pp. 131-2; Beardwood, ‘Trial of Walter Langton’, pp. 33-4 (estate), 38-9
(family).

161 The vacancy commissioners accounted for £621 16s 3%ad: Sparke, p. 216.

162 TNA E372/90 (AALT Other Accounts/Abbot of Peterborough/image 5556).

163 CFR Henry I1I, no. 47/319 (22 March 1263); TNA E372/108 (AALT Other
Accounts/dorse/image 9228).



48 The Peterborough Chronicles

chattels they sold and at what price, and whether they sold them
faithfully or not."**

This wide authority was not questioned. It was the failure to render
account that was objected to. The abbey, lacking a leader, had few
weapons, but it did have an established tradition of offering hospitality
and giving gifts to royal agents, which it will have maintained. And it
might hint at the possibility of future employment. John of Monkland,
the local sub-escheator in the 1321 vacancy (163), is later found acting
as one of the abbey’s bailiffs.'®

During the vacancy, it was the prior who stood at the head of the
monastic community, and as early as he could and on the best terms
he could he would account at the exchequer ‘for having the custody of
his house’. The sum that he was required to pay might be substantial.
In 1212, after royal custodians had been managing affairs for more
than a year, the prior proferred 400 marks along with 100 measures of
wheat and 100 measures of oats for custody of the house, but was still
required to pay £600 a year.'®® The vacancy would last a further two
years. No subsequent vacancy was as long and the fine would become
the crown’s chief source of income. In 1274 the prior and convent paid
300 marks, a deal struck by the ubiquitous William of Woodford.'”
After his short abbacy, in 1299, the prior and convent offered 1000
marks, ‘for the custody of the abbacy of the house during the period
of vacancy’. It is notable that this figure matches almost exactly the
sum of the payments due found in the Lichfield document. There is
no sign of any additional payments being made to the exchequer, or of
the nomination of commissioners, for this vacancy, so it seems likely
that the document informed the proffer which the abbey made.'*® The
story attached to the making of the fine indicates that the abbey was
offered an effective discount by being allowed to pay in devalued

164 CPR, 123247, pp. 78-9.

165 He occurs as witness to homages on numerous occasions between 1322 and
1329, and as bailiff on the last occasion (Reg. Boothby, fos. 79r-80v); was
named as one of the abbot’s party in 1330 (CPR, 1327-30, p. 558); witnessed
land transactions in Barnwell in 1333 and 1336 (NRO Buccleuch charters,
B1, nos. 316, 319); and was recorded as holding property in Peterborough in
1344 and 1348 (Fraunceys Register A, no. 21; Pytchley, p. 80n). In the latter year
he was commissioned to enquire about ‘unlawful assemblies of felons and
evildoers” within the liberty of the abbot of Peterborough: CPR, 1348-50,
p. 64.

166 PR 13 John, p. 65.

167 CPR, 1272-81, p. 45: 28 March 1274.

168 Above, note p. 47 note 160.
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coins (109). It certainly paid very promptly."® In 1321 the sum was 500
marks, while in 1338 the prior and convent paid 300 marks, ‘for the
custody of the vacant abbey, and for all the temporalities attached to it
and the revenues, from the date of the death of Adam of Boothby, the
former abbot”.'”"

Not all these entries are quite what they seem. While in 1338 the fine
was intended to keep the escheator at bay, and the same may have
been true in 1274 also,"”* on other occasions the payments were made
after the estates had been in the hands of royal custodians. Here the
fine is in effect being paid for the release of the temporalities. Lurking
in the background during every vacancy was the fear of a charge of
simony, the payment for church office. It seems clearly to meet such
objections that the monks in 1338 explained that they paid the fine to
the king ‘after very careful deliberation’, out of necessity, ‘in great fear
of the enormous peril which would be caused by a prolonged vacancy
in the church’ (201).

A new abbot came into a depleted inheritance, his capital much
diminished, receiving limited resources from his predecessor but
expected to repay his debts. This is a further recurring theme in the
chronicle, starting with Abbot Benedict. Coming from a metropolitan
church, at Canterbury, he clearly found Peterborough provincial.
He inherited debts of 1500 marks, while many of the treasures of
the house were in pawn. ‘The venerable man was so upset by all
of this that in sorrow he set out for Canterbury, taking just one
monk as a companion, and stayed there for some time’ (1). In so
doing he was able to save money. Similarly in 1274, with the abbey
struggling to come to terms with the expenses of the Barons” War.
Richard of London found debts of 3000 marks and more, and by
agreement with the convent he delayed his entry for a year. He let it
be known that he wished to attend the Council of Lyon but instead
he went to the Isle of Wight. He stayed there from late July 1274 to
Michaelmas 1275, with just a small household, ‘for the relief of his

169 The prior and convent paid in two-thirds of the sum due during the vacancy,
and the abbot and convent accounted for the remainder by the end of the
financial year: TNA E372/145 (AALT Northants/front image 1100/dorse image
1263); printed White Book, no. 153.

170 TNA E372/184 (AALT Northants/a/image 0330); CFR, 1337-1347, p. 110 (14
Dec. 1338).

171 Margaret Howell, “Abbatial Vacancies and the Divided Mensa in Medieval
England’, JEH 33 (1982), p. 191 note 99.
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monastery’.'”? Shorter intervals between election and installation,
clearly for the same reason, waiting at least for the next quarter day,
might go unremarked. Both William Hotot and his successor, John
of Caux, were elected early in February but only installed on 29
June, the feast of Saints Peter and Paul; Godfrey of Crowland waited
two months before his installation on 29 December. In 1324, the
financial pressures on him having built up steadily, Adam of Boothby
took just a small household with him ‘into the neighbourhood of
Oxford’, staying for six months, in order to reduce his expenses in so
far as he could” (172). Their privations formed a part of the house’s
memory.

4 Publication History

The Dissolution of the monastery at Peterborough in November 1539
was followed by the foundation of the Diocese in September 1541.
The last abbot, John Chambers, was appointed as guardian of the
temporalities in the intervening period and became the first bishop.
The first dean, Francis Abree, had formerly been prior of St Andrew’s,
Northampton; the new Chapter consisted of six prebendaries and
eight minor canons, all but one of whom had previously been monks
of the house.”? This new foundation secured the maintenance of a
community for whom the history of the monastery formed a part of
its own history. It was members of this new community who would
take up the study of the house chronicle. The roll of honour here
includes: in the seventeenth century, Simon Gunton, rector of the
parish church, St John’s, and Simon Patrick, dean of Peterborough:
in the eighteenth century, White Kennett, dean and later bishop of
Peterborough, and Joseph Sparke, cathedral registrar: and in the
twentieth century William Thomas Mellows, a local solicitor, who
lived within the close and who was Chapter Clerk. Mellows published
the early records of the diocese. A particular line linking these men
over the centuries is the office of Registrar of the cathedral, which
became that of the Chapter Clerk. Simon Gunton’s father held this
office, so also did Joseph Sparke, and so did W. T. Mellows."* Gunton,
and Sparke, and Mellows, were the first publishers of the house
chronicle.

172 Chr.P,, pp. 20 (‘causa domus sue relevande’), 23.

173 Peterborough Local Administration: The Foundation of Peterborough Cathedral A.D.
1541, ed. W. T. Mellows (NRS 13, 1941), pp. xx-xxi.

174 The continuity was noted by Mellows in his Preface to HC, p. v, and by Joan
Wake in her Preface to the first of the Mellows Memorial volumes, William
Morton, p. vii.
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Simon Gunton’s history of the monastery and diocese was in
manuscript when he died in 1676, and was published, with an
additional ‘Supplement’” by Simon Patrick in 1686. So, a little
confusingly, there are two entries for each of the abbots, each of
them based heavily on the relevant section of the house chronicle.
Gunton was Peterborough born and bred, he knew the church
intimately, and he describes it with affection. Canon Jack Higham, in
his introduction to the 1990 reprint, set out the importance of Gunton’s
work very well. He was the first person ‘to put together a history in
English of the Abbey and Cathedral based on a study of the medieval
chronicles’. Itis to him ‘that we owe the careful description of the church
as it was before the Civil War, with all the glass and statuary, the high
altar, the Choir with its paintings on wood ... the Lady Chapel and the
Cloister”."” Gunton had a particular interest in books. He prints in full
the fourteenth-century library catalogue, the Matricularium, which
survives; and he quotes, much more fully than do Swaffham and
Whittlesey, information of the book collections of individual abbots,
from the precentor’s register, which has subsequently been lost.”
He also preserved the text of the inventory made by Henry VIII's
commissioners at the time of the Dissolution. The book went into
several editions, the later ones abbreviated and adapted for the needs
of mass tourism. In 1782 the publisher took care to draw attention to
the highlights on the title-page: A concise history of the cathedral church of
Peterborough, from its foundation to the present time. Containing the Manner
in which it has been Destroyed Once by the Danes and Twice by Fire, and as
Often Re-Edified: Also, its Escape from the General Downfall of Abbies in the
Reign of Henry VIII: Including likewise, the death of Mary Queen of Scots,
at Fotheringay Castle, and her Interment in this Cathedral: To which is added
a Narrative of the Rifling and Defacing of this Church, by the Soldiers under
Oliver Cromwell, 1643.

It was left to a later Dean of Peterborough, White Kennett, to recognise
the need for a full text of the house history. White Kennett was
appointed Dean of Peterborough in January 1708; he became Bishop
of the see in October 1718, and died in this office in December 1728.
During these twenty years, he worked assiduously on the history of
the monastery and diocese. He found a collaborator in Joseph Sparke,
who had been a minor canon of the cathedral since 1706, and was

175 Symon Gunton, The History of the Church of Peterburgh, ed. Symon
Patrick (London, 1686); reprinted, with an introduction by Jack Higham
(Peterborough and Stamford, 1990), pp. ix-xix, at xvi; L. Gaches, ‘Gunton’s
History’, Fenland Notes and Queries 6 (1906), pp. 160-1.

176 See above, pp. 8-9.
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appointed as Registrar in 1714. On 8 December 1713, Sparke wrote to
the Dean: ‘I intend to go over Swaffham again; if you please to send
me your interleaved copy of our History: that I may not search for
those things that probably you have already observed.'”” This may
refer to White Kennett’s interleaved copy of Gunton’s History, a source
of wonder to the antiquaries of the day, which survives and is very
properly treated as one of the manuscripts of the Dean and Chapter."”
But more likely it refers to his annotated text of the chronicles of Hugh
Candidus and Robert of Swaffham.'” It is perhaps the most remarkable
text in the great series of his papers now in the Lansdowne collection
in the British Library. He consulted a wide range of manuscripts and
printed books, describing his texts carefully and showing admirable
critical sense.”® White Kennett was the greatest scholar ever to work
on the history of the monastery and diocese. He was also ‘a highly
conscientious and meticulous administrator”.”®' He laid the foundation
of the cathedral library, with the bequest of 1500 volumes. But his
historical work on the records of his cathedral and his diocese would
remain unpublished.

A keen awareness of this fact lies behind two items in White Kennett’s
letter book from 1720. The first is what might appear to be a prospectus
for publishing the ‘interleaved copy of our History’ It would have
the title Reliquiae Sancti Petri de Burgo, and contain the text of Hugh
White and the continuation of Robert Swaffham up to the year 1245,
edited from the manuscripts and ‘illustrated with notes and additional
material’ (notisque ac additamentis). The result, which was clearly the
intention, was to stimulate Sparke to produce an edition of his own,

177 BL Lansdowne MS 990, fos. 163-4.

178 CUL, Peterborough MS 24; Hearne’s Collections, 8, pp. 128-9 (29 Oct. 1723):
informed that ‘Dr Kennett, Bishop of Peterborough, hath made prodigious
MSS. Additions to Gunton’s History of Peterborough, so that the book is three
times larger than it was, but that he will not print them, but communicates
them and many other Things to John Bridges, Esq, who is writing the
History and Antiquities of Northamptonshire”.

179 BL Lansdowne MS 992.

180 Wide range: Mellows gives a comprehensive list of the printed works and
manuscripts that White Kennett consulted, HC. trans. pp. xi-xii; care:
transcribing Sw. fos. 22v-23r (27-28), White Kennett noted that the entries
were at the foot of the page and in a slightly later hand: BL Lansdowne MS
994, fo. 59v; critical sense: he notes that Roger of Howden gives a different
explanation of the deposition of William de Waterville to that given in the
chronicle: BL Lansdowne MS 992, fo. 170r.

181 Laird Okie, “‘White Kennett (1660-1728), OxDNB, art. 15402.
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as White Kennett put it, ‘to proceed in a larger design’.’®? The second is
an exchange of letters on 12 and 13 August. Sparke had accused White
Kennett of cheating him as to his fees. The Bishop sent a reasoned
response and urged him to calm down, signing himself ‘your loving
friend”. The Bishop’s wife had clearly not been a tacit witness to
their meeting, for Sparke wrote by return: ‘I shall be easy as to the
ridiculous insolences of Mrs Kennett but will not be easy till I have
my dues in justice”. This was the end of their collaboration.'® Within
days of this quarrel, and not yet calmed down, Sparke called on
Humfrey Wanley, librarian to Edward Lord Harley and the dominant
figure in the London book trade, to seek a subscription for his ‘larger
design’, not leaving his name."™ White Kennett was magnanimous. He
wrote to Thomas Baker. ‘I've encouraged him to execute it all I can by
helping him to a little money and promoting subscriptions for him. He
is very able and can by fits be very active. I hope he will not deceive
his friends.'*

Joseph Sparke’s edition of the house chronicle of Peterborough Abbey
was published by him along with a number of other texts in May 1723.%%
The printer was William Bowyer."¥” Before considering the extent and
nature of Sparke’s editorial work, it will be useful to describe the
make-up of the printed book, in itself not a straightforward task. It
was published in two volumes, with three main sections, each having
its own title-page and pagination. The first volume is entitled Historiae
Anglicanae scriptores wvarii; this is clearly intended and is invariably

182 BL Lansdowne MS 990, fo. 118r-v; printed, L. Gaches, ‘The Rev. Joseph
Sparke’, Fenland Notes and Queries 3 (1895), p. 212.

183 BL Lansdowne MS 990, fos. 63r-65r; the letters printed, Gaches, ‘Joseph
Sparke’, pp. 212-13; the quarrel placed in its broader context, Bennett, White
Kennett, pp. 213-18.

184 Wanley Diary, 1, p. 66.

185 Bodleian MS Eng. Hist. d.1, p. 81 (25 Oct. 1720). He sent Baker ‘my Gunton
interleaved’ (see note 178) and in this ‘cover letter’ he explained his
relationship with Sparke, saying that he had been encouraging him to
publish ‘ever since I was Dean of the church’.

186 Hearne's Collections, 8, pp. 71-2 (4 May 1723); Wanley Diary, 1, p. 225 (24 May
1723).

187 Keith Maslen, ‘William Bowyer (1663-1737), OxDNB, art. 3092. His son, of the
same name, who would succeed him, had come down from St John’s College,
Cambridge, in the previous year and may have corrected the proofs: Keith
Maslen, ‘William Bowyer (1699-1777), OxDNB, art. 3093. The firm'’s ledgers
allow the process of publication to be followed closely: Bowyer Ledgers, nos.
957-8.
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found as the title-page for the work as a whole." This volume contains
the first section, the Chronicon Angliae per Johannem Abbatem Burgi
Sancti Petri.®® The second volume and section is entitled Historiae
Coenobii Burgensis scriptores varii.”® This contains the house chronicle
from the foundation to 1338, each of the main authors highlighted with
a separate title-page. The other Peterborough texts are the surveys of
1321 and a French version of a part of the chronicle of Hugh Candidus,
here entitled ‘Historia vetus coenobii Petriburgensis versibus
gallicanis’, and later termed the Geste de Burch."* A third section is
entitled Vita sancti Thomae Cantuariensis archiepiscopi,'* identified as
being by William fitz Stephen, John of Salisbury, and other writers.
The Vita is the joker in the pack. It is an integral part of the book, but
the sheets have no instructions to the binders as to where it should be
placed. Logically it is part 2 of volume 1, since it is a ‘miscellaneous’
rather than a ‘Peterborough’ text, but in many copies it is bound at
the end, and in a few at the beginning. Any cataloguer of the volume
might already be thought to have difficulties enough, but these are
compounded by the fact that book was issued in two different sizes,'”

188 I have identified — with the aid of online catalogues and considerable
help from librarians — ninety surviving copies of Sparke’s 1723 edition. Of
these, two are currently (in 2021) available online. The Eighteenth Century
Collections Online (ECCO) copy is BL 9502.h.7, made from a microfilm and
lacking the Vita. Much to be preferred is the Internet Archive <archive.org>
copy, Wellcome Library EPB 49195, made in 2018, which contains the Vita.

189 The text is supplied with a different running head, ‘Chronicon Angliae per
Robertum de Boston’, from the year 1260, pp. 114-37.

190 STC N17782.

191 Sparke’s text was re-edited by Alexander Bell, who supplied critical
apparatus and a translation, as an addendum to Mellows’ edition of Hugh
Candidus: HC, pp. 175-218. On the basis of word forms used, Bell suggested
‘the late thirteenth century as the time of composition” (p. 179). A further
copy has subsequently been identified and published, from the neighbouring
abbey of Ramsey: Hunt, ‘Geste de Burch’. The Ramsey and Peterborough
texts each occur in a very similar context, the Ramsey with a house chronicle
concluding with the deeds of Abbot Walter (1133-1161), the Peterborough
with Hugh Candidus, concluding in the abbacy of William of Waterville
(1155-75). The Geste is recorded as a late twelfth-century text in Johan Vising,
Anglo-Norman Language and Literature (London, 1923), no. 63; the updated
listing in Dean, Anglo-Norman Literature, no. 63, gives no date of composition.
A late twelfth-century date is accepted in Library, p. xxvi.

192 STC N66761.

193 The folio typically 35 cm, STC 152800; the large paper or ‘royal’ copies
typically 47 cm, STC 147331.
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while the large paper size was printed on two different qualities of
paper.”* These last were intended for display. Thomas Dibdin would
be duly impressed. ‘The “charta maxima” is worthy of a conspicuous
place upon the collector’s shelf; though in any shape the book has a
creditable aspect.'*

Sparke marketed the book well and secured an impressive list of
subscribers. Not all of them were happy with his business methods.
Wanley complained in 1725 that he had not yet received Lord
Harley’s copy in the larger format for which he had been paid long
since."”® Another subscriber, in the same year, provided for Hearne an
appraisal of Sparke that deserves to be quoted in full.

[Mr Baillardeau] told us that Mr Joseph Sparke (who published a
Volume in fol. of the Scriptores Historiae Anglicanae) hath a parsonage
of about 400 libs. per an. that he is Register and Petty Canon of
Peterborough, is very rich, a married Man, & about 36 years old, that
he got clear by publishing the said Book (which might have been
brought into an 8"° volume) at least six hundred Pounds. He said Mr
Sparke is an excellent Scholar, of great memory, admirably well versed
in the Editions of Books, that he is mad a quarter of a year together
every Year, that he is a man of very great acquaintance, particularly
among the Nobility, that he is very sober (having, he thinks, never
drunk a glass of wine or ale in his life), & that he is always among his
Books, wholly delighting in Study.*”

It is a not unaffectionate portrait and it captures Sparke very well.
He was a bibliophile, enthusiastic about new discoveries, such as
Walter of Whittlesey’s register, less interested in the information
which such volumes contained. He made no secret of his health
problems. The edition is dedicated to Richard Mead, a doctor who
was one of the great bibliophiles of the day,' whom he credits
with having restored him to health after twenty years of illness.
The profits of the book will certainly have improved his spirits,

194 352 copies were issued on Genoa crown paper, 125 on Holland royal, and
25 on writing royal: Bowyer Ledgers, no. 957. The Vita sancti Thomae is given a
separate listing, no. 958.

195 T. F. Dibdin, Bibliomania; or Book Madness: A Bibliographical Romance (London,
1811), p. 659.

196 Wanley Diary, 2, p. 351 (6 Apr. 1725).

197 Hearne’s Collections, 8, p. 382.

198 Mark Purcell, The Country House Library (New Haven, 2017), p. 209.
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though the sum quoted to Hearne may have been exaggerated."”

One of the charges against Sparke has been that he profited without
acknowledgement from the labours of White Kennett. It is not entirely
fair. It may have shown a lack of magnanimity not to refer in his
various prefaces to his long association with White Kennett but it is
clear that it was his more collegial contacts with John Bridges that
allowed Sparke to bring his work to publication. His printed text
was, certainly for the most part and perhaps entirely, derived from
Bridges’ transcripts. Bridges supplied the text of the chronicle of
Abbot John.”™ He also had a copy of the text of Hugh Candidus, made
from a Peterborough manuscript in the Cottonian collection, which
was shortly thereafter lost in its entirety in the fire of 1731. In the
library catalogue it was recorded as ‘the History of the Monastery of
Peterborough from its first foundation to the year 1220 or thereabouts’>"
The date given here has caused confusion, but there is no doubt that
this was a text of Hugh Candidus, since Sparke — to his credit — was
careful to record the concluding words (explicit) of the Cottonian
manuscript. Sparke annotated Bridges’ transcription of the Cottonian
text of Hugh Candidus, with the readings in the Peterborough
manuscript, and returned it together with his transcription of
Swaffham, what he called, following Patrick, ‘the history of the
seven abbots’*? The transcript was not of the standard that Bridges
required.”® Sparke thought that the Cottonian copy was the better

199 The printer’s ledgers show that the cost of paper and printing came to £238,
and that around half of the total edition of five hundred copies remained
unsold in 1738, when they were delivered to the editor’s son, the Rev. John
Sparke: Bowyer Ledgers, Ledger A, p. 278; S 1611. The subscription price had
been three guineas for the large paper copies and one guinea for the small:
Hearne’s Collections, 8, p. 382; John Nichols, Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth
Century, 1 (London, 1812), pp. 256-7. The Prospectus (below, p. 58 note 211)
shows that Sparke had hoped for more than this, and he may have collected a
first subscription on some of the ‘remaindered” copies.

200 ‘I should be very glad to have the use of your transcript of Chronicon
Petribugense per Johannem Abbatem, wanting to examine some things in it
relating to our Ch: History.” Bodleian MS Top. Northants. c. 17, p. 147 (25 Jan.
1720).

201 BL, Cotton MS Otho A. XVIIL ‘Historia Coenobii Petroburgensis a prima
fundatione ad annum Ch. 1220, aut circiter: Thomas Smith, Catalogus
Librorum Manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Cottonianae (Oxford, 1696), pp. 68-9; the
entry reprinted and discussed in Martin, no. 13; further discussion in Colin
G. C. Tite, The Early Records of Sir Robert Cotton’s Library (London, 2003), p. 150.

202 Bodleian MS Top. Northants. c. 17, pp. 129-32, 145-8 (6 and 25 Jan. 1720).

203 Bodleian MS Top. Northants. c. 17, p. 145c¢ (25 Jan. 1720).
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text of Hugh Candidus,®* and it may be that this manuscript predated
Swaffham’s cartulary.”> Of that Cottonian text Sparke’s printed edition
may prove to be the best witness.?

Sparke’s source for his later materials was the Book of Walter of
Whittlesey, then in the Fitzwilliam Library at Milton Hall. At the
time that Sparke and White Kennett started to work on the house
chronicle, the whereabouts of this manuscript was unknown. It was
used by Gunton and at that time (before the ‘Rifling and Defacing’ of
1643) was clearly in the Dean and Chapter Library. Patrick does not
use any supplementary material from it, and it may be suspected that
it was no longer there when he published in 1686. The first mention
in Sparke’s correspondence is in a letter to Bridges in January 1720, in
which he says that he cannot comment on the contents of the volume,
since he had not seen it yet.*”” It seems clear that it had been brought
to light during Bridges” trawl of material for his county history. Sparke
showed it off proudly to Wanley in late 1722, saying that he hoped
to be able to secure its restitution to the Dean and Chapter Library.*®

204 Bodleian MS Top. Northants. c. 17, pp. 125-8 (8 Dec. 1718): ‘I am glad there are
two copys of honest Hugh that will mutually correct each other’. The “honest
Hugh’ picks up on ]. Leland, Commentarii de scriptoribus Britannicis, ed. A.
Hall (Oxford, 1709), p. 279.

205 The most substantial further text in Smith’s catalogue of the Cottonian
Library, which might be used for dating the manuscript, is item 7: ‘Registrum
terrarum & praediorum ad idem Coenobium spectantium, cum hominibus
Tenentium, & consuetudinibus & servitutibus debitis’. The description makes
it all but certain that this represents the surveys made for Abbot Martin of
Ramsey, c. 1231, of which there are texts both in the Black Book (Martin, no.
1.5) and in Swaffham (Martin, no. 2.7b). This would suggest a date in the mid
thirteenth century, later than the first part of the Black Book, earlier than the
Book of Robert of Swaffham. Might seem to provide further evidence that
item 6 in the Cottonian manuscript, La Geste de Burch, should be dated to the
later twelfth century; see the discussion above, p. 54 note 191.

206 Mellows believed that he had found this witness in the transcription
signed by George Davenport in 1652: CUL, MS Dd. 14.28.6. But this is far from
certain. It is not clear whether it was made by him or for him, as Mellows
noted. It may indeed have been purchased by him, since he is best known
as a book collector. The Letters of George Davenport 1651-1677, ed. Brenda M.
Pask and Margaret Harvey (Surtees Society 215, 2011); A. I. Doyle, “The Cosin
Manuscripts and George Davenport’, The Book Collector 53 (2004), pp. 32-45.
Davenport was a correspondent of John Cosin, Dean of Peterborough, in the
period of his exile in Paris (1644-1660).

207 Bodleian MS Top. Northants. c. 17, pp. 145-8, 25 Jan. 1720.

208 Wanley Diary, 1, p. 171 (17 Nov. 1722).
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Sparke had told Bridges that he intended to transcribe ‘all the historical
part’?® Whether he printed from his own transcript of Whittlesey
or from one made for Bridges is not clear. Granted, however, that he
clearly found the material in this text tedious, and that he printed the
text of the 1321 surveys, which could hardly be counted a ‘historical
part” by his standards, and that this volume has an index, something
that Bridges took a pride in,*? it is most likely that Sparke printed
from a transcript made for Bridges.”! To this his only independent
contribution to what became his printed text was probably ‘the history
of the seven abbots’, and even here he most likely used the text from
the Fitzwilliam manuscript that Bridges had supplied and he had
collated.

Sparke had plans for printing a several further texts, which would
take the history of England seriatim up to the reign of Henry VIII,
but nothing came of this.*> Of Sparke’s texts, two, the Chronicle of
Abbot John?"” and the Life of Becket by William fitz Stephen,** were
published in revised but not greatly improved editions by John Allen
Giles in the mid-nineteenth century. The Life of Becket is a curiosity,

209 Bodleian MS Top. Northants. c. 17, pp. 145-8.

210 Falconer Madan, A Summary Catalogue of Western Manuscripts in the Bodleian
Library at Oxford, 3 (Oxford, 1895), pp. 642-51: ‘Bridges’ Northamptonshire
Collections, A.D. 1795-96'.

211 On this hypothesis, the transcript was not retained in his papers because
its contents were already in print. What does survive is the unpublished
Cronica apparitata: Bodleian MS Top. Northants c. 21, pp. 87-279; Summary
Catalogue, 3, p. 638 (no. 16638); Martin, no. 5.3; Karn and King, ‘Peterborough
Chronicles’, pp. 23-6, 28-9. Sparke had originally intended to print this text. It
is listed in the second of two proposed volumes, entitled ‘Chronicon Anglie,
per Walterum de Wytilsey’, in the prospectus which he issued in June 1722:
Bodleian MS fol. THETA 663 (22); date supplied by Bowyer Ledgers, S 1611. It
seems to have lost its place, at the last minute, to the life of Becket, which was
not included in the prospectus.

212 ‘Proposals for Printing by Subscription’, Monthly Catalogue, Apr. 1723, pp. 10-
11. The first of the intended texts was to have been Walter of Hemingford
(Guisborough), lent by Wanley a little reluctantly on 4 Mar. 1723 and recalled
by him on 6 Apr. 1725: Wanley Diary, 1, p. 192; 2, p. 351.

213 Chronicon Angliae Petriburgense, iterum post Sparkium cum codico
manuscripto contulit J. A. Giles (Caxton Society, 1845). Neither Sparke nor
Giles noted the early modern hand which has supplied entries for the years
869 to 889. BL Manuscripts Catalogue online, for MS Cotton Claudius A. YV,
§I, fos. 5va22-9r: entry by Julian Harrison, Sept. 2004.

214 Vita sancti Thomae Cantuariensis archiepiscopi et martyris, ed. J. A. Giles, 2 vols.,
Patres Ecclesiae Anglicanae, 21-22 (Oxford, 1845).
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for Sparke claimed to have his own copy of the text, which he had
collated with that in the Cottonian Library.*> The house chronicle
continued to be known and cited from Sparke’s text up until the
publication of Mellows edition of Hugh Candidus in 1949. In his work
for this edition, Mellows used the copy of Sparke on ‘best paper” in the
Dean and Chapter Library, and it contains his pencilled annotations.*¢
The textual history of Hugh Candidus will be considered more fully
in the first volume of the present edition. The text of Swaffham and
Whittlesey is here printed, as White Kennett would have wished,
notisque ac additamentis, for the first time.

5 Editorial Method

The first part of the chronicle, ‘the history of the seven abbots’ (1177-
1245), up to the death of Walter of St Edmunds in 1245, survives in
two manuscripts, CUL Peterborough MS 1 (Swaffham), and BL
Add. MS 39758 (Whittlesey). I have printed the text from the earlier
manuscript, that of Swaffham, and endeavoured to incorporate
Whittlesey’s editorial changes. It is not a straightforward exercise.
Swaffham is a working text. A considerable amount of material
has been added in the margins and indeed at times the distinction
between text and margin is difficult to draw. Where Whitlesey
has incorporated this marginal material into his text, it appears
in the text of this edition. Where he has not, then it appears in the
apparatus. It is hoped that this arrangement will provide the reader
with a clear picture of the texts both of Swaffham and of Whitttlesey.
The one place where I did not feel that this was possible was in the
entries for Abbots Alexander of Holderness (37, 38) and Martin
of Ramsey (39, 40, 41). Here a short gap had been left in Swaffham,
leaving a later scribe to attempt to squeeze the two abbots into a
space barely sufficient for one, burying the first of them twice and

215 There is an admirable discussion of the surviving texts of this work
(Sharpe, Latin Writers, no. 2052) in Duggan, ‘The Salem FitzStephen’, pp.
51-86. The Cottonian MS is BL Julius A. XI, but this lacks the Prologue and
the Description of London. These do appear in BL, Lansdowne MS 398, fos.
3r-42v, but it is not clear that this is the text that Sparke used. Fitz-Stephen’s
Description of the City of London ... by an Antiquary (Samuel Pegge) (London,
1772), pp. 1-17, identifies several manuscripts used by earlier writers which
seem not to have survived.

216 CUL, Peterborough.M.6.3a. Pasted inside the front cover of this copy
is Sparke’s invoice to the Dean and Chapter, for ‘two subscriptions’ to
the book ‘on Imperial and Royal paper’, at a cost of £10 0s. 6d., with the
Dean'’s authorisation for the payment. The house chronicle is bound at the
beginning,.
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the second not at all. Whittlesey did a first-rate job in tidying this
up. I have printed his text. The text in Swaffham’s cartulary may be
consulted online.?"”

The other variants between Swaffham and Whittlesey are shown in
the apparatus to the Latin text. They include Whittlesey’s changes
to the text, and differences in place and personal names. I have been
sparing in recording changes. Throughout the text, the corrections of
what are clearly slips of the pen, e.g., by skipping a line, have been
ignored. In the spelling of place-names there is a specific need to record
the variants between Swaffham and Whittlesey, and a general need
to determine how to deal with marks of contraction. In the majority
of cases where name forms differ between the two manuscripts,
Whittlesey’s version is found later in his own text. In these cases,
the variant is not recorded, as both forms will be found in the index;
otherwise, it will be found in the apparatus. One clear pattern is the
change from forms -tun(e) in Swaffham to -fon(e) in Whittlesey. I have
for the most part followed scholarly custom and retained the final
abbreviation mark in place-names, but I have extended them where I
feel that this can be done safely.?®

Numerals have been printed as roman in the text and arabic in the
translation. In order to avoid a profusion of numerals in lower case,
the years Anno Domini are given in capitals, and the regnal and
abbatial years, the latter the key to the registering of time within
the monastery, have been spelt out. I have capitalised numbers in
conventional terms, with larger numerals (M, D, and C) in capitals and
the smaller (I, x, v, and i/j) in lower case. I have made an exception for
£50, since ‘11i. confuses the eye, and have printed ‘L 1i." I have broken
with convention in taking out all superscript numerals, treating them
as any other abbreviation and extending them: Thus “iiij* is printed as
Ixxx’.

Each editor of the text has been concerned to assist the reader in
navigating through it. In Swaffham such assistance is rudimentary.
Hugh Candidus is presented as a continuous block of text — after the
Prologue and the title there are no paragraphs and no rubrics. As you
turn the pages in Swaffham, and come to his own writing, where the
present volume starts, a decorated initial and a rubric introduces a new

217 Cambridge Digital Library. Sw. fo. 24r-v.

218 Such security might come from established usage, e.g., ep. Linc” as episcopus
Lincolniensis or from a name being spelt out in some instances and abbreviated
in others.
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style, one appropriate to a Gesta Abbatum, with each of the abbacies
intended to be distinguished in this way. A further initial and rubric
draws attention to Abbot Benedict’s book collection. Aside from that,
each abbatial entry was presented as a single paragraph. In most cases,
alongside each rubric, a marginal gloss supplies the date, serving to
link abbatial with royal and universal time.

Whittlesey is concerned that his text should be both attractively
presented and user-friendly. In the margins of his transcript of
Swaffham, he has added an additional set of rubrics, arranged as
running heads. These have been incorporated. In his own text, he
highlights each abbacy with a decorated initial and a rubric, as
Swaffham had done. He then has to break up in some way quite
lengthy entries for abbots, particular that for Abbot Godfrey. His
main tool here is the use of coloured paragraph markings, which
have been added at the point that the text was illuminated. The
second part of his chronicle, once known as the ’‘continuation’,
dealing with the abbacy of Adam of Boothby, is monochrome. Here
he reverts to using running headings in the margins. These are
at times bunched together, and might appear over-intrusive, but
since it has been argued that Whittlesey was the author of this text
it follows that they must be included, since the intruder may be
Whittlesey himself, drawing attention to business in which he had
been involved.

The paragraph numbers in this edition have been added to assist the
reader in following the text and for ease of reference. There are many
more of these than Whittlesey has marked up.?”® A few are quite short,
where a sentence or two appears to break the narrative flow.

From what might appear as an armoury of scholarly annotation marks,
I have drawn out just three

\ ......... / additions within the text
\\ o /[ additions taken from margins
[coeennns ] additions from other sources

219 In total I count 137 paragraph markings, of one kind or another, in
Whittlesey’s copy of the full text printed here, where I have 206. But there is
a much closer correspondence in the entries for the two abbots under whom
Whittlesey served, Godfrey of Crowland and Adam of Boothby. Here his
basic structure is by abbatial year and he seems more closely involved in the
presentation of his text. For these two abbots, he has 89 paragraph markings
and I have 99: Before Godfrey, he has 48 paragraphs and I have 107.
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These markings appear in the Latin text, with additional notes if
necessary. They are not replicated in the translation.

Up to this point I have considered the presentation of the Latin text.
As to the translation, less needs to be said. Generally, I have felt able
not to be over-literal, granted that the Latin appears on the facing
page, so that the translation can immediately be checked. Specifically,
a few editorial decisions need to be noted. This is a text that has many
lords (domini): the king is always ‘the lord king’, the bishop ‘the lord
bishop’, the pope ‘the lord pope, the abbot ‘the lord abbot”. I translate
as ‘the king’, ‘the bishop’, ‘the pope’, ‘the abbot’. Similarly, with the lay
lords, from magnates to local gentry, and the monks themselves, all
are domini. In these phrases also, I have for the most part not translated
the word. I have retained it at times where it appears a part of a story
teller’s patter, as in the monks” Piers Gaveston story (152), which
visitors at the time and for a good while thereafter would have been
lucky to escape. It has been retained also where there is otherwise only
a Christian name to identify the individual concerned: after Powicke,
Henry III's son and heir is for all time the Lord Edward. The writers
are prone also to use the phrase ‘the then pittancer” (tunc pitanciarius),
and the like, when referring to monastic and other officials. Unless it is
clear that the author is intending in this way to distinguish a stage in
an individual monk’s career, func has not been translated. So also with
dictus and predictus, ‘the said king’, ‘the aforesaid abbot’, these rather
wooden props have been cut away. I am conscious that there is some
loss of cadence in these changes and some loss of chivalry, but I hope
they will allow the translation to be read a little more easily.



TEXT AND TRANSLATION



[Sw. fo. 19v] [Wh. fo. 68v]

De abbate Benedicto et eius actibus.®

1. Venerabilis abbas Burgi Benedictus, ecclesie Christi Cantuarie prior
extitit magnificus et monachus professus, [Wh. fo. 69r] et bene dictus
est Benedictus, quia plurimarum gratiarum benediccionem dedit
illi Dominus. Erat enim litterarum sciencia satis imbutus, regulari
disciplina optime instructus, sapiencia seculari plenissime eruditus.
Hic" electus est abbas Burgi apud Wintoneam* post deposicionem
abbatis Willielmi. Et statim post susceptam curam animarum cepit
in ecclesia sua malas consuetudines et exordinacionum fomenta
secundum posse suum prudenter extirpare et rigorem regularis
discipline, sicut pastor bonus, sapienter plantare.” Postea uero extendit
manum suam ad liberandam ecclesiam suam de debito predecessoris
sui abbatis Willelmi, cui Romam et in Anglia multi exigebant plus
quam mille et quingentas marcas. Insuper et ornamenta ecclesie erant
per diuersa loca dispersa et inuadiata; unde uir uenerabilis nimium
grauabatur, in tantum ut cum uno solo monaco pregrauaminis
dolore apud Cantuariam per multos dies moratus est. Vix tandem
liberatus, non sine graui labore, a tali demanda et uexacione, dedit
animum suum meditacioni scripturarum; unum composuit egregium
uolumen de passione et miraculis sancti Thome; et historiam
studens liuor totam fecit; totam dico, quia dictamen cantu excelenter
insigniuit.!

2. \\De libris eius.//* Plurimos quoque libros scribere fecit, quorum

nomina subnotantur:?

[1] Vetus et nouum testamentum in uno uolumine.

[2] Item uetus et nouum testamentum in uno uolumine/

[3] Quinque libri Moysi glosati in uno uolumine.

[4] Sexdecim prophete glosati in uno uolumine.

[5] Duodecim minores [Wh. fo. 69v] glosati prophete in uno uolumine.

[6] Liber Regum glosatus.

[7] Paralipomenon glosatus.

[8] Iob, Parabole Salomonis, Ecclesiastes, Cantica canticorum glosati
in uno uolumine.

[9] Liber ecclesiasticus et liber sapientie glosatus in uno uolumine.

[10] Tobyas, Iudith, Ester et Esdras glosati in uno uolumine.

[11] Liber iudicum glosatus.

[12] Scolastica hystoria.

“ Rubric De uenerabili abbate Benedicto Wh " m.cIxxvij mg ¢ Wintoniam
Wh  “m.clxxxiij. Henricus rex filius Henrici secundi obiit ante patrem suum
mg ¢ Rubric Libri Benedicti abbatis Wh ~ fom. Wh

1  Sharpe, Handlist, no. 158, under Benedict of Peterborough, Historia.



Abbot Benedict and his achievements.

1. Benedict the venerable abbot of Peterborough had been an
outstanding prior of Christ Church, Canterbury, where he had made
his monastic profession; and he was appropriately called Benedict, for
the Lord blessed him abundantly. He was adequately learned, very
well versed in monastic discipline, and exceedingly wise in worldly
affairs. He was elected as abbot of Peterborough at Winchester after
the deposition of Abbot William. Just as soon as he had taken up
the cure of souls, he set out discreetly to eradicate bad customs and
irregularities that had sprung up, and as a good pastor to restore
the rigour of the monastic discipline. After that, he applied himself
to free the church from the debts of his predecessor, Abbot William;
since many creditors in Rome and in England demanded more than
1500 marks from him. Moreover the goods of the church were widely
dispersed and in pawn. The venerable man was so upset by all of
this that in great distress he set out for Canterbury, taking just one
monk as a companion, and stayed there for some time. When at last,
and not without great labour, he was free from these demands and
vexations, he applied himself to meditating on the scriptures. He
wrote a most notable work on the passion and miracles of St Thomas.
He also applied himself to set the story to verse, which he carried
out in full, I say in full, since he was very accomplished in musical
composition.!

2. His books. He had very many books copied, whose titles are given

below:?

[1] The Old and New Testaments in one volume.

[2] A further Old and New Testament in one volume.

[3] The five Books of Moses glossed in one volume.

[4] The sixteen prophets glossed in one volume.

[5] The twelve minor prophets glossed in one volume.

[6] The Book of Kings glossed.

[7] The Books of Chronicles glossed.

[8] The Book of Job, the Proverbs of Solomon, the Book of Ecclesiastes,
and the Song of Songs, glossed in one volume.

[9] The Book of Ecclesiastes and the Book of Wisdom glossed in one
volume.

[10] The Books of Tobit, Judith, Esther and Esdras glossed in one
volume.

[11] The Book of Judges glossed.

[12] Historia Scholastica.

2 The texts are identified in Library, BP3, pp. 15-22, whose numbering is
followed here.
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[13] Psalterium glosatum.

[14] Item non glosatum.

[15] Item Psalterium.

[16] Quatuor euuangelia glosata in uno uolumine.

[17] Item Matheus et Marcus in uno uolumine.

[18] Iohannes et Lucas in uno uolumine.

[19] Epistole Pauli glosate.

[20] Apocalipsis et epistole canonice glosate in uno uolumine.

[21] Sentencie Petri Lumbardi.

[22] Item sentencie eiusdem.

[23] Sermones Bernardi \abbatis/ Clareuallensis.

[24] Decreta Graciani.

[25] Item Decreta Graciani.

[26] Summa Ruffini de decretis.

[27] Summa Iohannis Faguntini de decretis.

[28] Decretales epistole.

[29] Item decretales epistole.

[30] Item decretalis epistole cum summa sic incipiente Olim.

[31] Instituciones Iustiniani® cum autenticis et inforciato.

[32] Digestum uetus.

[33] Tres partes cum digesto nouo.

[34] Summa Placentini.

[35] Totum corpus iuris in duobus uoluminibus.

[36] Arismetica.

[37] Epistole Senece cum aliis Senecis in uno uolumine.

[38] Marcialis, Cotus et Terencius in uno uolumine.

[39] Morale dogma philosophorum.

[40] Gesta Alexandri et liber Claudii Claudianini.

[41] Summa Petri Helye de gramatica cum multis aliis rebus in uno
uolumine.

[42] Gesta regis Henri[Sw. fo. 20r]ci secundi et genealogia eius.

[43] Interpretaciones \H/ebraicorum nominum.

[44] Libellus de incarnacione uerbi.

[45] Liber Bernardi abbatis ad Eugenium papam.

[46] Missale.

[47] Vita sancti Thome [Wh. fo. 70r] martyris.

[48] Miracula eiusdem in quinque uoluminibus.’

[49] Liber R[icardi] Plutonis quic dicitur Vnde malum.

[50] Meditaciones Anselmi.

[51] Practica Bartholomei cum multis aliis rebus in uno uolumine.

[52] Ars Physice Pantegni et practica ipsius in uno uolumine.

* Justiciani Sw

3  Items 47 and 48 refer to Abbot Benedict’'s own work, ‘Passio et miracula
S. Thomae Cantuariensis’, in MTB, 2, pp. 1-281.
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[13] A psalter glossed.

[14] Another psalter not glossed.

[15] A further psalter.

[16] The four evangelists glossed in one volume.

[17] Matthew and Mark in one volume.

[18] John and Luke in one volume.

[19] The Epistles of Paul glossed.

[20] The Apocalypse and the canonical Epistles glossed in one volume.

[21] The Sentences of Peter Lombard.

[22] Another copy of his Sentences.

[23] The sermons of Bernard of Clairvaux

[24] The Decretum of Gratian.

[25] Another Decretum of Gratian.

[26] Rufinus, Summa on the Decretum.

[27] Johannes Faventinus, Summa on the Decretum.

[28] Decretal [papal] letters.

[29] Another Decretals.

[30] A further Decretals with the Summa which begins Olim.

[31] The Institutes of Justinian, with the Authenticum and the Infortiatum.

[32] The Old Digest.

[33] The Three Parts [of the Infortiatum] and the New Digest.

[34] The Summa of Placentinus.

[35] The whole of the Corpus Iuris in two volumes.

[36] Arithmetic.

[37] The letters of Seneca and other works of Seneca in one volume.

[38] Martial and Terence in one volume.

[39] Moralia dogma philosophorum.

[40] The deeds of Alexander and the book of Claudian.

[41] The Summa of Petrus Elias on grammar and many other matters
in one volume.

[42] The deeds of King Henry II and his genealogy.

[43] The interpretation of Hebrew words.

[44] The book De incarnatione Verbi

[45] The book of Abbot Bernard addressed to Pope Eugenius.

[46] A Missal

[47] The life of St Thomas the martyr.

[48] His miracles in five volumes.®

[49] The book of Richard Pluto which is called Vnde malum.

[50] The Meditations of Anselm.

[51] The Practica of Bartholomew [of Salerno] and many other matters
in one volume.

[52] [Constantine the African,] Theorica and Practica Pantegni in one
volume.
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[53] Almasor et Diascorides de uirtutibus herbarum.
[54] Liber dinamidiorum et aliorum multorum in uno uolumine.
[55] Libellus de compoto.

3. [De edificacione ecclesie.] Deinde amator domus Dei edificauit
totam nauem ecclesie, opere lapideo et ligneo, a turre chori usque
ad frontem, et pulpitum similiter edificauit.* Et post edificatam
ecclesiam, ecclesie iura, quo dispensa erant, conatus est congregare,
memor uoti sui dispensa congregare et congregata conseruare. Hic
itaque edificauit Nouum Locum qui fuit purrestura per Fulconem
de Lysurs, qui fuit capitalis forestarius, super manerium suum de
Undele, quem diracionauit per placitum® contra Willelmum de Lysurs.
Et omnia que ad Nouum Locum pertinent, scilicet nouem carucatas
terre arabilis, cum boscis, scilicet Sywardeshawe’ et Frendeshawe, et
omnia que de iure pertinebant ad ecclesiam Burgi in partibus illis
uiriliter retinuit, uel placitis aut armis iuste recuperauit: nam armatum
illum multi uiderunt in illa adquisicione. [De adquisitis per Benedictum
abbatem.] Item hic adquisiuit quandam terram de abbate et conuentu
de Berlinges in territorio de Fiskertune, que uocatur Halebode, sicut
patet in perambulacione de eodem; unde abbas reddidit conuentui xI
s. per annum ad aniuersarium eius faciendum.® Ipse etiam adquisiuit
elemosinarie’ uillam de Suttone de Thoroldo milite;® et terram
quam elemosinarius [Wh. fo. 70v] habet in Cloptune, scilicet unam
carucatam uersus Willelmum Dacum et Thomam de Hotot, et xx s.
\ibidem/ de redditu;’ et ecclesiam de Makesheye quam diracionauit
uersus Rogerum de Torpel;® et decimas de Pastune; et ecclesiam de
Normanneby” per concessionem comitis Willelmi de Romare, sicut
patet in carta eiusdem comitis," et in composicione inter ecclesiam
de Burgo et ecclesiam Spaldingie,> de qua habet elemosinarius x
marcas per annum \\per disposicionem H. Lincolniensis episcopi et
capituli eiusdem loci//.”® Item ipse liberauit uillas Alwalton’ et Flettun’
a secta hundredi de Northmannecros,© unde xx s. adlocantur abbati de

“Sywardishawe Wh  *Normanby Wh  ¢Normannecros Wh ¢ cum add.
Wh

4  Peter Fergusson, ‘Architecture during the rule of Abbot Benedict (1177-94), in
Peterborough and the Soke, pp. 185-90.

5 Keyed in here is the marginal note ‘cxix fol infra’. It is the first of numerous
cross-references to the relevant text in the cartulary. In order not to duplicate
material in the textual apparatus and the notes, subsequent cross-references
are marked with an asterisk (*) against the folio number cited. The text here
is Sw. fo. 119r-v*.

6  Sw. fo. 116v*-117v* from 1182-83, printed, English Lawsuits, 2, no. 551: for the
date, A. L. Poole, From Domesday Book to Magna Carta 1087-1216, 2nd edn
(Oxford, 1955), p. 390 note 2; for comment, Royal Writs, p. 79.
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[53] Almasor and Diascorides on the benefits of herbs.
[54] The book of medicaments and many other matters in one volume.
[55] The book Computus.

3. [The building of the church.] This lover of the house of the Lord then
built the whole nave of the church, in stone and in wood, from the
tower of the choir up to the front, and erected the pulpitum.* Once
he had built the church, he set out to restore the church’s rights, which
had been frittered away, remembering his vow to gather up what had
been lost and preserve what had been gathered up. He also built New
Place on the manor of Oundle, which had been a purpresture made
by Fulk of Lisours, who was the chief forester; this he reclaimed in
a lawsuit® against William of Lisours. All the appurtenances of New
Place, comprising nine carucates of arable land, and its woods, namely
Sywardeshawe and Frindshaw, and all the rights by law enjoyed
by the church of Peterborough in this area were either steadfastly
retained by him or justly recovered by litigation or force of arms; for
many saw the force of his arms in this transaction. He also acquired an
estate within Fiskerton called Halebode, its bounds being established
by perambulation, from the abbot and convent of Barlings; he thus
provided for the convent an income of 40s. a year to celebrate his
anniversary.® In favour of the almonry he acquired the following:”
land in Sutton from Thorold the knight;® its land in Clapton, namely
a carucate, by means of a plea against William Dacus and Thomas
Hotot, and 20s. of rent there;’ the church of Maxey, by a plea against
Roger of Torpel;" the tithes of Paston; the church of Normanby, by
grant of earl William de Roumare, as appears in his charter' and
also in the agreement between the church of Peterborough and the
church of Spalding,'? from which the almoner has ten marks a year by
provision of Hugh, bishop of Lincoln, and the chapter of that church.”
He also freed the townships of Alwalton and Fletton from suit to the
hundred court of Normancross, allocating 20s. a year from their farm

7 Sw. fos. 101v-102r: ‘Confirmacio B. Abbatis super bonis collatis elemosinarie
Burgi'.

8  Sw. fos. 225v*-253r: charter of Thorold of Sutton regarding his whole fee in
Sutton; Pytchley, pp. 154-5.

9  Sw. fo. 171r-v* final concord dated 25 July 1190, between the abbot and
William of Clapton; printed CN, no. 502, comment King, Peterborough Abbey,
p- 91 note 5.

10 Sw. fos. 117v (final concord, dated 24 Jan. 1191), 204r (charter).

11 Sw. fo. 107v.

12 Sw. fos. 107v*-108r.

13 Sw. fo. 108v*; printed, Acta of Hugh of Wells, no. 215.
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Torney quolibet anno de firma sua, qui tenet predictum hundredum
ad firmam de rege propter predictas uillas.

4. [De donis Benedicti abbatis.] Et licet non minimum laborasset in
redditibus et libertatibus adquirendis, tamen domum Dei sui preciosis
ornamentis incessanter studuit decorare. Unde ut eius memoria in
eterna benedictione permaneat dedit tria palla optima pendencia,™
et sex casulas optimas, unam scilicet brunam de tenui purpura et
opere subtili preciosam, alteram colore indico optimam, terciam
de rubeo Samyt bonam, quartam® clauibus, quintam uiridi, simul
et aliis coloribus uariatam, et unam dalmaticam de eodem panno,
omnes lato et claro aurifragio optime ligatas, sextam de nigro panno
principalem, cum aureis arboribus ante et retro, lapidibus preciosis a
summo usque deorsum plenam.[Sw. fo. 20v]° Item ipse dedit quatuor
cappas, duas scilicet principales cum listis, et duas alias albo et rubeo
serico contextas, satis bo[Wh. fo. 71r]nas. Et ipse dedit tres albas de
serico optime brusdatas® cum rubeis paraturis, quarum una habet in
paraturis leopardos cum ruellis, et altera scalas sancti Iacobi leonibus
interpositis, et tercia leunculos floribus interpositis; et duas albas de
capitulo, et quinque albas lineas, que computantur inter brusdatas,
et dalmaticam et tunicam pene glaucam optimam, et alteram
dalmaticam de qua superius dictum est. Et stolam principalem colore
uioletico cum bisanciis. Et tria scrinia eburnea maiora et tria minora,
et duas pixides eburneas, cum reliquiis sanctorum plurimorum. Et
ipse adquisiuit plurimas reliquias de sancto Thoma, scilicet camisiam
eius et superpellicium, et de sanguine eius maximam quantitatem
in duobus cristallinis uasis, et duo altaria de lapidibus super quos
sanctus martir obcubuit, et unum altare de sepulcro sancte Marie,
argento ornatum et dedicatum. Et ipse dedit quoddam uas de Esmal,
in quo portatur aqua benedicta, et fecit parare magnum candelabrum
cerei pascalis.

5. In edificiis quoque et domibus edificandis erat ualde strenuus
et semper intentus. Ipse itaque erexit magnam portam exteriorem
et desuper capellam sancti Nicolai \\et capellam sancti Thome et
hospitale eiusdem// et magnam aulam cum omnibus diuersoriis suis
et illud mirificum opus iuxta bracinum incepit, sed morte preuentus
consummare non potuit. Erat autem abbacia in diebus eius omnibus
bonis repleta; in conuentu gaudium et pax; in domo eius nobilitas‘ et
exultacio; inter ministros [Wh. fo. 71v] officinorum iocunditas et leticia;
ciborum et potuum maxima fertilitas; et ad portam sine murmuracione
hospitum et peregrinorum leta susceptio.

“cum add. Wh "m.c.Ixxxix. Henricus secundus rex Anglie obiit. Ricardus autem
filius eius coronatus est proeomg  ‘brudatas Wh ‘et pacienca add. Wh
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to the abbot of Thorney, who holds that hundred at farm from the king
as tenant of these townships.

4. [The gifts of Abbot Benedict.] And whilst he worked hard in acquiring
rents and liberties, he was at all times concerned to decorate the house
of the Lord with precious objects. So that his memory might be held
in everlasting benediction, he gave three fine hanging cloths' and six
splendid chasubles: the first of these was burnet with purple bands, of
the very finest quality and of great value; the second was dark blue,
very fine; the third was of red samite, fine; the fourth was decorated
with keys; the fifth was green, interwoven with other colours, with a
dalmatic made of the same cloth, both of them with broad and bright
orphreys skilfully attached; the sixth mainly of black cloth, with gold
trees front and back, set with precious stones from top to bottom. He
also gave four copes, the two principals with borders, the other two
woven in red and white silk, decent enough. He gave three silk albs,
finely embroidered, with red apparels: the first of these with leopards
and roundels, the second with cockle shells of St James interspersed
with lions, and the third with lion cubs in amongst flowers. Also
two albs for regular use, and five linen albs, included amongst the
embroidered. And a dalmatic and a tunicle which seemed to be silver
coloured, very fine, and a further dalmatic already mentioned, along
with a principal stole, violet with besants. He gave three large and
three smaller reliquaries made of ivory, and two ivory pyx, with very
many saints” relics. He acquired numerous relics of St Thomas, namely
his shirt, his surplice, and a great quantity of his blood in two crystal
vessels, and two altars made from the stones on which the holy martyr
lay in death. Also an altar from the tomb of Our Lady, decorated in
silver and consecrated. He gave an enamel stoop in which holy water is
carried, and he had a great candelabrum made for the Paschal candle.

5. In building works he was always active and purposeful. He made
the great external gatehouse, with the chapel of St Nicholas above it,
and the chapel and the hospital of St Thomas, and the great hall with
its service quarters. He started to construct a fine building next to the
brewhouse but died before it was finished. In his days the abbey was
bountifully provided for: in the convent there was joy and peace; in
his own house dignity and cheerfulness; among the departmental
servants joviality and good fellowship; there was food and drink in
abundance; and at his gate there was unstinting hospitality and a
ready reception for pilgrims.

14 These may have been altar frontals. Note the variety of palla given by Abbot
AKkarius (12).
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6. Ipse uero abbas Benedictus dedit elemosinarie Burgi unam
uirgatam terre quam emit de Roberto Gargat in Wermington’, sicut
carte eiusdem Roberti inde confecte testantur.!” Idem etiam dedit
redditum x s. dicte elemosinarie in Suthorp de feodo Galfridi filii
Galfridi de industria ipsius perquisitum.'® Insuper reuocauit terram et
pratum in Gosberkirke, quod Lambertus de Ypetoft miles diu iniuste
occupauerat. Item magna industria reuocauit teshauros ecclesie sue
per abbatem Willelmum predecesorem suum alienatos, scilicet uasa
aurea et argentea et uestimenta serica, que Petrus filius Ade diucius
tenuerat ut pignus.

7. [Adhuc de abbate Benedicto] Item totam abbaciam Burgi omnibus
libertatibus in cartis regis Ricardi contentis, tam uersus uicecomites
de terris quam uersus forestarios de boscis ad dictam abbaciam
pertinentibus, prudenter et excelenter muniuit. Et sexcentas acras de
essartis, scilicet quadringentas in manerio de Undele apud Nouum
Locum,” et ducentas in Nasso Burgi, in perpetuum quietas ecclesie
sue perquisiuit per cartas eiusdem regis, una cum omnibus aliis
libertatibus in cartis dicti regis euidenter expressis.”” Erat enim dicto
regi ualde specialis amicus et familiaris, in tamen ut ipsum dictus
rex patrem suum uocare solebat. Insuper dum transmarinis partibus
dictus rex exercitum suum duceret et bella plurima mouisset, fuit
idem abbas Willelmi Eliensis episcopi et dicti regis cancelarii et regni
Anglie [Wh. fo. 72r] custodis coadiutor et consiliarius, cuius auxilio et
consilio et dicti regis fauore omnes libertates in cartis predicti regis
[Sw. fo. 21r] contentas inpetrauit.

8. Fertur etenim quod cum dictus rex a duce de Ostriz caperetur in
Alemannia, per consilium huius abbatis prudenter redemptus fuit.
Nam cum idem dux pro redempcione dicti regis quamdam turrim
plenam argenti postulasset instanter, a dicto rege et omnibus suis
dubitatum est ubi et unde tantus teshaurus posset perquiri. Ita
quod plures de maioribus Anglie dictum regem consulerent, ut x de
melioribus ciuitatibus suis uenderet et inde redempcionem haberet,
quod audiens abbas predictus corde et corpore quamplurimum
angustiabatur, et cogitans apud se de dampno et dedecore dicti regis,
si ita fieret, coram predicto episcopo et cancelario et quibusdam
aliis magnatibus Anglie quod sibi Dominus inspirauerat humiliter
et mansuete ostendit. Videlicet quod uniuerse calices regni Anglie
appreciarentur et precium earum in unum colligeretur et pro

*ab add. Wh

15  Sw. fo. 117v*.
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6. Abbot Benedict gave to the almonry of Peterborough a virgate
of land, which he bought from Robert Gargate in Warmington, as
Robert’s charter testifies.”” He also gave to the almonry a rent of 10s.
in Southorpe, purchased from the fee of Geoffrey son of Geoffrey
through his industry.” Moreover he recovered land and meadow in
Gosberton, which the knight Lambert of Ypetoft had long occupied
unjustly. After great efforts he recovered the treasures of the church
of Peterborough which his predecessor Abbot William had alienated,
namely gold and silver vessels and silk vestments, which Peter son of
Adam had long held in pawn.

7. [More about Abbot Benedict.] He wisely and munificently fortified the
whole abbey of Peterborough with all the liberties contained in the
charters of King Richard, both against the sheriffs in respect of the
lands and against the foresters concerning the woods which belonged
to the abbey. He also acquired in perpetuity for the church, by charters
of the same king, 600 acres of assarts, namely 400 in the manor of
Oundle at Novum Locum and 200 in Nassaborough, along with all
other liberties specifically mentioned in the king’s charters.”” He was
indeed truly a special friend and close associate of the king, so much
so that the king was accustomed to call him his father. Moreover,
whilst the king took his army and fought many battles across the
seas, the abbot was coadjutor and counsellor to William, bishop of Ely,
the royal chancellor and guardian of the kingdom of England; and it
was with his aid and advice along with the king’s own favour that he
obtained all the liberties contained in the king’s charters.

8. When it so happened that the king was captured by the Duke of
Austria in Germany, it was in consequence of the abbot’s counsel that
he was ransomed in a prudent fashion. The duke had demanded for
the king’s ransom a huge sum of money cash down, and the king and
his men had been concerned as to how and where so much treasure
could be procured. Many of the great men of England advised the
king that ten of his finest cities should be sold in order to secure his
ransom. When he heard all this the abbot was much troubled in heart
and mind. He thought of the damage and disgrace to the king if this
were done, and in front of the chancellor and other of the magnates of
England, he humbly and devotedly set out what the Lord had inspired
him to say. It was that all of the chalices in the kingdom of England
should be valued and the price of each of them should be collected in

16 Sw. fo. 206r, the land granted to William the miller and his heirs.
17 Sw. fos. 44r-50v, for the full archive; the charter regarding the assarts, fos.
47v-48r; for comment King, Peterborough Abbey, pp. 72-3.
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redempcione dicti regis sine grauamine alicuius solueretur. Quod
consilium ab uniuersis et singulis approbatum et confirmatum est.
Unde a dicto rege et omnibus suis tanquam pater bonus et amicus
fidelissimus in posterum diligebatur.

9. Siquidem idem abbas magnis sumptibus et laboribus immensis
disracionauit in curia domini regis Henrici quod milites honoris Burgi
non dabunt pro warda castelli de Rokingham tempore pacis nisi iiij
solidos de quolibet feodo militis, qui consueuere magnis iniuriis et
exactionibus pro dicta warda fatigari, quia semper ante dabant” [Wh.
fo. 72v] dimidium marcam et aliquando plus secundum uoluntatem
constabulariorum. Ideoque contra tales exactiones dictos milites per
cartam Ricardi regis prudenter muniuit.”

10. Hic post susceptam abbaciam obiit anno septimodecimo \\et anno
Domini M.CXC.IIL. // in die sancti Michaelis;’ cui concedat Dominus in
terra uiuencium eterne claritatis perpetuam mansionem. Amen.

[De Andrea abbate et eius operibus)

11. Andreas natus [blank] et monachus istius loci professus, et
postea factus est prior, de priore electus in abbatem Burgi, uir magne
religionis et autoritatis et etatis.” Hic uir mitis et pacificus pacem et
tranquillitatem in grege suo plantare, et perpetuo firmare cupiens,
dedit coquine conuentuali duas uillas, scilicet Athelwolton” et Fletton’,
exceptis auxiliis ad festum sancti Michaelis, que omnia abbas Robertus
successor eius remisit et dicte coquine assignauit, sicut in cartis eiusdem
Roberti continetur. Item hic comparauit quoddam pratum apud
Pirihow? de Iohanne Kniuet de Sutwic, et assignauit ad la Biginge, sicut
patet in carta eiusdem Iohannis.”” Item idem abbas postea dedit libere
et solute et assignauit infirmis fratribus,/ scilicet ad sustentacionem
et recreacionem eorundem, vj marcas annuatim de furno uille Burgi,
sicut patet in carta sua inde confecta. Et durauit illud donum? ad
tempus abbatis Walteri, sicut patet in gestis eiusdem abbatis Walteri.*'

“ dabant ante Wh » Anno domini m.c.xciij et anno regni regis Ricardi quinto
in die Sancti Michaelis obiit Benedictus abbas Burgi. Eodem vero anno Andreas
monachus Burgi factus est abbas in loco Benedicti mg Wh ¢ m.c.xciiij.
Ricardus rex Anglie rediit de Alemannia ubi a comite de Ostriz captus
fuit et traditus imperatori de Ilerosolimis rediens mg  ¢Pirihowe Wh
¢Suthwic Wh~ /monachis Wh ¢ usque add. Wh

18 The two charters of Richard state that the knights should pay only what they
had paid under Henry I and Henry II; it was subsequently established by
inquisition that they had never paid a higher sum than 4s. per fee: Sw. fos.
49r, 119v.

19 Sw. fos. 208v*-209r. In the list of the benefactions of Godman the monk, it was
stated that the consideration was 18 marks, and that the meadow comprised
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one place and used for the king’s ransom without detriment to anyone.
This advice was approved and adopted by all present. And so by the
king and all men he was thereafter treasured as a true father and most
faithful friend.

9. Abbot Benedict at great expense and after considerable effort
proved in the court of King Henry that the knights of the honour of
Peterborough in time of peace should give only 4s. from each fee for
ward of Rockingham castle, for they had suffered many injuries and
exactions in respect of this obligation. They had hitherto often given
half a mark, and sometimes even more, at the whim of the constable.
And so he wisely protected these knights against such exactions by
charter of King Richard."

10. He died at Michaelmas in the seventeenth year of his abbacy in the
year of Our Lord 1193. May the Lord grant him an abiding mansion
amongst those living in everlasting light. Amen.

[Abbot Andrew and his deeds.]

11. Andrew born at [blank] was professed a monk in this house,
and thereafter was made prior, and thence was elected as abbot
of Peterborough. He was a man great in religion and authority and
age. This gentle and peace-loving man, looking to foster and firmly
establish peace and tranquillity among his flock, gave to the convent
kitchen the two townships of Alwalton and Fletton, excepting the
aids payable at Michaelmas, all of which Abbot Robert his successor
remitted and assigned to the kitchen, as appears in his charters. He
also purchased a meadow at Perio from John Knivet of Southwick,
which he assigned to Biggin Grange, as appears in John’s charter.”
Thereafter he gave six marks annually from the oven of the town of
Peterborough, free and unencumbered, to the infirm brethren for their
support and refreshment, as appears in the charter which he made
in this regard.” This grant remained in force until the time of Abbot
Walter, as appears in that abbot’s deeds.?" Thereafter these six marks

66 acres, which supported all the animals working on the new manor: Sw.,
fo. 272r. The abbey was to hold in fee farm, paying 20s. a year. This sum
paid in the vacancy accounts of King John'’s reign to John’s son, Richard of
Southwick, and the abbey had a grant of confirmation from him: PR 12 John,
p- 216; PR 13 John, p. 271; CUL, Peterborough MS 7, fo. 94v. Swaffham later
lists the same grant as made by Abbot Robert of Lindsey (35). The rent finally
remitted by John Knivet, lord of Southwick, in 1306: White Book, no. 257.

20 Sw. fo. 102v*. The cross-references in this paragraph, which is a later addition,
are integral to the text: Whittlesey omits.

21 Sw. fo. xxiiij. This is a cross-reference to later text in the chronicle: the entry
for abbot Walter starts fo. 24v.
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Postea assignate fuerunt predicte sex marce per predictum abbatem
Walterum ad pitanciariam ad inueniendum uinum conuentui,
quantum sufficere potuerunt. Sed postea per neggligenciam [Wh.
fo. 73r] pitanciorum et insufficientem responsionem per consilium et
assensum abbatis et conuentus predicte sex marce assignate fuerunt
in tesauro’ conuentus ad usus predictos. Item iste Andreas primo
assignauit xl s. de Alebode’ ad anniuersarium abbatis Benedicti
predecessoris sui, quam Alebode abbas Benedictus diracionauit contra
canonicos de Berlinges, sicut patet in cartis eius; et duo molendina
uentricia aput® Paston’; et sex libratas de Tinewelle per annum; et xI s.
de Castre annuatim, sicut patet per cartas.”? \\ Anno Domini M.CXC.IX.
Ricardus rex Anglie et Andreas abbas Burgi obierunt.//*

[Sw. fo. 21v]° De abbate Akario et eius factis'

12. Abbas Akarius,? qui fuerat prior ecclesie Sancti Albani et monachus
professus dedit magnam casulam rubeam brusdatam, lato aurifragio
et optimo pulcherime ornatam; et unam cappam talem; et unam
dalmaticam et unam tunicam eiusdem panni optime brusdatam, et
unam albam brusdatam, cuius paratura uioleticum habet colorem;
et amitam et stolam cum manipulo eiusdem coloris brusdatam; et
tria palla pendencia, unum uiride et aliud uioleticum ambo longa et
stricta, et tercium uarium; et pallum ad ponendum super feretrum
mortuorum; et unum pannum qui pendet in ecclesia de opere Walteri
Pikeler,” et tria palla altaris, quorum duo erant ad altare sancte Marie,
et aliud in disposicione secretarii, et ampulas argenti, que furate
fuerant, ad altare sancte Marie, et bacinos argenti ad magnum altare.
Item ipse fecit parare unam cassam ad brachium sancti Oswaldi de
argento et auro et lapidibus preciosis opere pulcherimo [Wh. fo. 73v] et
subtilissimo.

13. Item ipse assignauit x s. ad pitanciam conuentus, de uno mesuagio
quod ipse emit in uilla Burgi, quod et Willelmus Gernun tenuit. Ipse
etiam assignauit refectuario vij s. annuatim de heredibus Gileberti de
Bernak pro tenemento in Cathweyt", antea uero inuenit camerarius.*
Et ipse dedit refectorio duas cuppas optimas de mazaro’ cum magnis
pedibus argenteis optime deauratis et operculis pumulatis, quarum
una gestat in fundo tres reges munera Domino offerentes. Preterea
ipse dedit refectorio ix ciphos de mazaro magnos et nouos quod ipse
emit, et quatuor cultellos mensales cum manubriis eburneis.

“thesauro Wh  '\H/alebode Wh  capud Wh % Anno domini m.c.xcix
et anno regni regis Ricardi decimo et ultimo obiit Andreas abbas Burgi mg
Wh ¢ Anno domini m.cc et anno regni Iohannis secundo Akarius prior
Sancti Albani eligitur in abbatem Burgi mg Wh  f Rubric De Akario abbate Wh
¢ m.cc factus est abbas mg " Cathueit Wh "murro Wh
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were assigned by Abbot Walter to the office of the pittancer to supply
wine for the convent, as much as was needed. Subsequently, because
of the negligence of the pittancers and insufficient returns, by the
counsel and with the approval of the abbot and convent, these six
marks were assigned to the convent treasury for the same purpose.
Abbot Andrew first assigned 40s. from Alebode for the anniversary
of Abbot Benedict his predecessor, which Abbot Benedict had secured
by court action against the canons of Barlings, as appears in his
charters; and two windmills at Paston, and 6 librates a year at Tinwell;
and 40s. from Castor each year, as appears in the charters.” In 1199
both Richard king of England and Andrew abbot of Peterborough
died.

Abbot Akarius and his deeds

12. Abbot Akarius, who had been prior of the church of St Albans
and professed there, gave a great chasuble embroidered in red,
with a beautiful broad orphrey of the finest quality, along with a
matching cope, and a dalmatic and a tunicle of the same cloth finely
embroidered, and an embroidered alb with a violet apparel, and an
amice and a stole with a maniple embroidered in the same colour.
Also three hanging cloths, one green and one violet, both of them long
and narrow, and the third of mixed colour, and a pall to be placed
on the funeral bier, and a tapestry, the work of Walter Pikeler,” which
hangs in the church, and three altar cloths, two of them at the altar of
Our Lady and the other for the use of the sacristans, and silver cruets,
which were later stolen, at the altar of Our Lady, and silver basins at
the high altar. He had a casket of gold and silver made for the arm of St
Oswald, set with previous stones, a most beautiful and sophisticated
piece of work.

13. He assigned 10s. to the convent as a pittance, from a messuage
which he himself had purchased in the town of Peterborough, which
William Gernon held. He assigned to the refectory 7s. a year from the
heirs of Gilbert of Barnack, for the tenement in Cathwaite, which sum
had previously been supplied by the chamberlain.** He also gave to
the refectory two fine mazer cups, with broad mounts in silver richly
gilded and embossed lids. One of these at the foot showed the Three
Kings offering gifts to the Lord. Moreover he gave to the refectory
nine large new mazer bowls, which he himself purchased, and four
table knives with ivory shafts.

22 Sw. fo. 102r-v* is the main grant of Andrew to the cellary.

23 A tenant in Peterborough, Fraunceys Register A, nos. 35-6 (pp. 35-7); for one
property he was given 20s and a new smock (tunicam).

24 BL, Add. Ch. 5360.
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14. Item ipse assignauit Turleby camerario per cartam suam unde
habemus \xij/ stragulas de Sancto Albano et \xij/ tunicas.” Domum
etiam quam Ricardus Crocheman optulit sancto Petro quando factus
est monachus similiter assignauit ei, que solebat reddere per annum
dimidium marcam.? Item hic aliquando deficiente substancia cella\
ra/rie pauit conuentum a festiuitate sancti Petri et Pauli usque ad
festum sancti Andree;” et fecit renouare molendinum de Athelwalt’
ad custum suum et colligere bladum et colere terras, et tunc cum
blado anni illius incontaminato commisit celler\ar/iam Roberto de
Norfolk in uigilia sancti Andree. Item hic aliqgando motus pietate quod
infirmi monachi non haberent ad recipiendum aeris solacium, non
rogatus set sponte dedit eis partem uinee sue, ubi Ricardus de Scotere
fecit postea plantare gardinum. Item hic comparauit domos apud
Sanctum Paulum Lundoniis [Wh. fo. 74r] pro ducentis quinquaginta
et eo amplius marcis.*® Atque per diuersa loca maneriorum fecit
parare aulas, cameras, et cetera edificia: scilicet, aulam de Scotere,
aulam de Fiskerton, aulam de Gosberchirche, aulam de Tynewelle,
aulam de Irtlingburc’, quam abbas Alexander postea transtulit, et
domos de Stanewigge edificare ipse incepit.

15. Item ipse dedit ducentas marcas regi Iohanni pro carta de
libertatibus,” et aquietauit domum apud scakarium’ de mille marcis et
eo amplius, secundum dicta eorum qui pacauerunt pecuniam, scilicet
Thomam de Norfolk et Galfridum Gibwine tunc senescallum.c Hic
etiam adquisiuit donacionem ecclesie de Pitesle’ per placitum in curia
domini regis Iohannis tempore persecucionis, in principio scilicet
generalis [Swa, fo. 22r] interdicti.

16. [De cera proueniente de abbate de Croyland.] Item hic di\s/racionauit
mariscum qui est \inter/ Senglesholt et Croyland, unde habemus
singulis annis pro recognicione dominii de abbate de Croylande iiij
petras cere, que diuiditur in cereis in singulis festiuitatibus sanctorum
ecclesie nostre, sicut ipse constituit.* Item ipse reuocauit manerium de
Walecote de Petro filio Radulphi, qui diu illud tenuerat, et plurimas
regum confirmaciones inde habuerat.® Et ipse emit terram de Stowe
iuxta Simplin\g/ham,* ubi abbas Robertus postea domos edificauit.
Preterea consuetudo erat quod abbas deberet habere auxilia sancti

“Irtlingburch Wh ¥ scaccarium Wh ¢ Rubric De factis Akarii abbatis Wh
4 Pyhtislee Wh ¢ Sempringham Wh

25 Sw. fos. 103v-104r. This may indicate a pattern using the cross of St Alban
(yellow saltire on a blue field), perhaps to commemorate the abbot’s
connections with that house.

26 On this tenancy, Sw. fos. 182r, 237r-v.

27 29 June - 30 November.
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14. He assigned Thurlby to the chamberlain by his charter, from which
we have 12 bedspreads of St Alban and the same number of tunics.?
He also granted him the house which Richard Crocheman had offered
to St Peter when he was made a monk, which was accustomed to
render half a mark a year.*® On one occasion when the cellarer had
insufficient resources, he fed the whole convent, from the feast of Sts
Peter and Paul to the feast of St Andrew;?” he had the mill of Alwalton
repaired at his own expense, had the grain gathered up and the lands
sown; and thus furnished with a full year’s grain he consigned the
cellary to Robert of Norfolk on the vigil of St Andrew. Out of pity for
the infirm monks, since they had nowhere to take the air, of his own
accord and without prompting, he gave them a part of his vineyard,
in which Richard of Scotter later planted a garden. He purchased
houses at St Paul’s in London, which cost him upwards of 250 marks.?
And at various of his manor houses he made halls, chambers, and
other buildings, namely a hall at Scotter, a hall at Fiskerton, a hall at
Gosberton, a hall at Tinwell, a hall at Irthlingborough, which Abbot
Alexander later relocated, and he started to build houses at Stanwick.

15. He gave 200 marks to King John for a charter of liberties,” and
discharged the house’s debts at the exchequer, which came to over
1000 marks, according to those who paid the money, namely Thomas
of Norfolk and Geoffrey Gibbewin, then steward. He acquired the
advowson of the church of Pytchley through a plea in the court of of
King John in the time of persecution, namely early in the period of the
general Interdict.

16. [Wax due from the abbot of Crowland.] He proved his title to the marsh
which lies between Singlesole and Crowland, from which we have
each year from the abbot of Crowland, in recognition of our lordship,
four stone of wax, which is made up into candles on each of the feast
days of the saints of our church, as he himself provided.* He recovered
the manor of Walcot from Peter son of Ralph, who had long held it
and had several royal confirmations in its regard.** He purchased land
at Stow next Sempringham, on which Abbot Robert afterwards built
houses. Moreover from the customary payment which the abbot had
from the aid at Michaelmas from Alwalton and Fletton, namely 20

28 Sw. fo. 197r-v.

29 Sw. fos. 50v-51r; PR 3 John, p. 183.

30 Sw. fo. 272v. A memorandum. The payment of the wax noted in the 1216
agreement, below 24.

31 The manor had previously been farmed by Peter son of Ralph; the abbot here
recovered it, for an annual pension of £5, payable for the term of Peter’s life:
PR 13 John, p. 271.
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Michaelis de Alwalt” et de Flett’ scilicet xx marcas, sed ipse dedit
conuentui xv marcas, et successoribus suis v dimisit, quas abbas
Robertus successor eius plenarie conuentui assignauit.*

17. Hec igitur de bonitatis eius studio data et adquisita, ut eius
memoria in eterna benedictione [Wh. fo. 74v] sit, memorie commendare
curaui. De persecucione uero eius, que maxima fuit, de duro uidelicet
principe, de tirannis indomitis, de forestariis seuientibus, tediosum
esset enarrare. Dies mali tunc fuerunt. Nam discordia magna erat inter
regnum et sacerdocium. Qui enim debuerant ecclesiam defendere
contra illam arma erexerunt, et qui uidebantur religionis amici,
religionem nitebantur extinguere.

18. [Adhuc de Akario abbate] Hic suscepit abbaciam ad Rogaciones
et non inuenit bladum nec cibaria nec alicuius generis substanciam
unde domum suam per unam diem posset substentare.” Nam
episcopus Sancti Andree de Scocia, cui rex custodiam donauerat,
nichil dimiserat set omnia quecumque potuit asportauerat.® Hic
prefuit ecclesie Burgi fere per decem annos et erat omnibus exemplum
ordinis et honestatis, largitatis et benignitatis. Ita ut quisque per eum
disceret quomodo conuersari deberet in claustro, similiter et in seculo.
In tantum enim benignus fuit erga conuentum suum ut qualibet die
mitteret in conuentum de dominico pane suo et de cibis regularibus
ad consolacionem fratrum, quos prior diuidebat per ordinem sicut
inter fercula. Ita et in domum infirmorum infirmis fratribus de cibis
carnium mittebat. In conuentu uero sepius dicebat, domini, domini,
nisi per quosdam uestrum stetisset, multa bona uobis facerem, et erat
uerbum istud tunc absconditum a nobis; set post obitum eius recordati
sumus quare hoc dixit, et uidimus et cognouimus de quibus hoc dixit,
set non est curandum, transierunt, eleuati sunt et deiecit eos Dominus
dum alleuaretur.®

19. Ita igitur uir benignum se habuit [Wh. fo. 75r] semper erga
conuentum suum, ut nulli malum pro malo redderet, set studuit plus
amari quam timeri. Hic etiam intuitu pietatis recepit xxij monachos,
quorum oracionibus et meritis omnium sanctorum tribuat ei Dominus
ueniam delictorum et superne felicitatis gaudium. \\Amen. Obiit idem
abbas ij idus Martii anno Domini M.CC.X.//

“sustentare Wh » Anno domini m.cc.x et anno regni regis Iohannis duodecimo
Akarius abbas obiit post cuius mortem idem rex Iohannes habuit uacacionem
Burgi per iiij annos mg Wh
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marks, he gave the convent 15 marks, and his successors remitted the
other 5 marks, so that his successor Abbot Robert assigned the whole
sum to the convent.*

17. We wish to place on record all these beneficent gifts and
acquisitions, so that his memory shall be blessed for all time. It would
be tedious to narrate all his sufferings, for they were many, from a
severe king, from unfettered tyrants, and from forest officials. These
were evil times, for there was a rupture between church and state.
Those who should have defended the church took up arms against it
and those who had seemed to be friends of religion set out to destroy
it.

18. [More about Abbot Akarius.] He took up the abbacy at Rogationtide
and he found neither grain nor food nor any kind of provision that
would have sustained his house even for a day. For the bishop of St
Andrews in Scotland, to whom the king had granted custody of
the house, had taken away all that he could carry and left nothing
behind.*® He governed the church of Peterborough for almost ten years
and to all he provided an example of regular life and integrity, of
kindness and generosity. Through him each man might learn how to
conduct himself in the cloister and how to behave in secular affairs. He
was so generous to the convent that each day he sent to them for their
consolation bread and provisions from his own table, which, as with
the other dishes, the prior shared out according to rank. In a similar
manner he sent meat to the sick brethren in the infirmary. In the
convent he would often say to us, ‘my lords, my lords, had not some of
you stood in my way, I would have done much good for you, and we
did not understand what he was saying. After his death, however, we
remembered why he said this, and we saw and understood whom he
had been talking about. But it is not to be remedied. They have passed,
they lifted themselves up, and whilst they were elevated the Lord hath
cast them down.*

19. In these ways, he always showed a kind face to the convent, was
forgiving of any injury, and sought to be loved rather than feared.
Inspired by piety, he received twenty-two monks, through whose
prayers and the merits of all the saints may the Lord grant him
forgiveness of his sins and the felicity of eternal life. Amen. This abbot
died on 13 March 1210.

32 Sw. fo. 105r-v.

33 There is no vacancy account, but there are references to the bishop’s activity
in PR 1 John, pp. 18, 151; PR 4 John, p. 149.

34 John 13:7; Policraticus, bk VIII, cap. 23, ed. Webb, 2, pp. 407-8 (Icarus).
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De Roberto abbate et eius operibus

20. Robertus abbas natus et uocatus de Lyndesheye \\anno Domini
M.CC.X.IIIL. factus est abbas Burgi//,"uir sapiens et discretus, honestus
moribus et in cunctis prouidus; habitu simul et professione noster’ erat
monacus.®

21. Hic quando fuit sacrista dedit unam cappam de rubeo samit
et duas albas brusdatas cum rubeis paraturis, unam scilicet cum
bisanciis et alteram cum floribus. Item ipse fecit renouare ymaginem
sancte Marie et sancti Iohannis ultra magnum altare et fecit dealbare
uolsuras in retrochoro. Item ipse [Sw. fo. 22v] lucis et honest\at/is
amator clarificauit ecclesiam xxx et eo amplius uerinis. Antea uero
erant fenestre uirgis et stramine obtruse. Et ipse fecit unam uerinam
in regulari locutorio, et in capitulo ex parte prioris, et ix in dormitorio,
et in capella sancti Nicolai iij fecit. Item ipse fecit totum cancellum de
Oxeney et tabulam cum ymagine sancte Marie ibidem super altare.
Item ipse aumentauit dormitorium nostrum¢ et fecit priuatas cameras,
atque iuxta coquinam fecit unum lardarium ad opus celerarii.

22. Postquam uero uidit \Dominus/ eius sollicitudinis bonitatem, et
uoluit eum in superiori gradu constituere, ipso inspirante, communi
conuentus ascensu in abbatem est electus,® et domino regi Iohanni
presentatus, et apud Wintoniam [Wh. fo. 75v] in die Assumpcionis
sancte Marie ab eo benigne receptus, atque postea, apud Norhamtun’
a Lincolniensis episcopo Hugone secundo in die sancti Barnabe
apostoli® ordinacionis sue benedictionem accepit. Domum itaque
reuersus optulit unam cappam colore violetico et unum pallum cum
glaucis ruellis.

23. [Bonus opus de deaforestacione] Deinde extendit manum suam
ad liberandam patriam de dura seruitute et graui subiectione. Nam
forestarii et bestie eo tempore dominabantur hominibus, nec erat
diues nec pauper nec religiosus infra terminos foreste habitans
qui non traheretur ad iniuriam; et ideo fecit finem cum rege Iohanne
de mille trescentis et uiginti marcis pro Nesso Burgi deadforestando.*

24. Item ipse fecit cooperire aulam abbatis de plumbo uersus
claustrum, et erexit marmoreum lauatorium, et dedit partem uinee

“Anno domini m.cc.xiiij et anno regni regis Iohannis sextodecimo Robertus
de Lindeseye monachus Burgi factus est abbas eiusdem loci mg Wh
" Burgi Wh ¢monachus Wh * Wh omits ¢ ut predicitur add. Wh

35 Granted that the abbot was presented to the king on 15 Aug. 1214 it
seems likely that he was blessed by the bishop on 24 Aug,, the feast of St
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Abbot Robert and his deeds

20. Abbot Robert was born in Lindsey and took his name from there;
he was clothed and professed in our community. He was a wise and
prudent man, provident in all matters and honest in his way of life.

21. When he was sacrist he gave a cope of red samite, and two
embroidered albs with red apparels, one of them with besants and
the other with flowers. He renovated the image of Our Lady and Saint
John above the high altar and applied whitewash to the vaulting in
the retro choir. This lover of light and clarity lit our church with over
thirty glass windows, which up to then had been stuffed with reeds
and straw. He made a glass window in the monks’ parlour, and one
in the chapter-house on the prior’s side, and nine in the dormitory
and three in the chapel of St Nicholas. He built the whole chancel at
Oxney and supplied a panel with an image of Our Lady which was
placed upon the altar there. He extended the dormitory and made
private chambers. Next to the kitchen he made a larder for the use of
the cellarer.

22. After all this, the Lord having observed his assiduity in good
works, and wishing to promote him to a higher rank, by His
inspiration and with the unanimous consent of the convent, he was
elected abbot. He was presented to King John, and cordially received
by him at Winchester on the feast of the Assumption of the Our Lady;
thereafter at Northampton he was blessed on the feast of St Barnabas™®
the apostle by Hugh II, bishop of Lincoln. On his return to the house
he offered a purple cope and a pall with yellow roundels.

23. [Disafforestation: a good deed.] Thereafter he applied himself to free
the country from harsh servitude and grave oppression. For in those
days the foresters and the beasts of the forest lorded it over men, and
there was no one living within the bounds of the forest, whether
rich or poor or religious, who was not wronged by them. And so he
agreed with King John to pay 1320 marks for the disafforestation of
Nassaborough.*

24. He roofed with lead the abbot’s hall over against the cloister, and
built a marble lavatorium, and gave a part of his vineyard to extend

Bartholomew the apostle, rather than 11 June, the feast of St Barnabas the
apostle.

36 The royal charter is Sw. fos. 51v-52r, dated 12 Apr. 1215. The figure payable is
given as 1220 marks in the recognition of the debt and in the pipe roll: Sw. fo.
243r*; PR 2 Henry III, p. 59. The survey of the woodland is Sw. fos. 120v*-121r.



84 The Peterborough Chronicles

sue ad dilatandum cimiterium. Item hic asignauit infirmarie iiij
marcas argenti, duas uidelicet de Parcho” Lude et duas de canonicis de
Tornholm®, quas debent nobis sicut carte eorum testantur.”” Et custodi
hospitum asignauit viij solidos de canonicis Noui Loci ad mattas*
emendas et cetera utensilia que necessaria sunt in ministerio suo.
Item hic adquietauit cartam unam de manibus iudeorum pro xxxv
marcis, per quam interrogabant ex antiquo debito pecunie maximam
multitudinem?. Item ipse liberauit homines nostros de Stanwig a secta
undredi de Hicham* per pecuniam quam dedit comiti de Ferers. Item
hic adquisiuit donacionem ecclesie de Clopt”.* Item ipse dedit ij marcas
auri et cuppam suam argenteam ad feretrum sancte Kyneburge. Item
[Wh. fo. 76r] ipse fecit nouam portam interiorem, et nouum stabulum
ad equos abbatis, et uiuarium iuxta cimiterium. Item hic adquisiuit
recognicionem unius militis et quartam partem unius militis erga
Nicolaum de Bassingburne in Benefeld.* Item hic edificauit aulam
de Colingam, et aulam de Stowe’ — Martinus abbas postea mutauit —
et cameram de Tynewelle, et cameram de Cotingeam, et solarium de
Stanewige cum capella, et capellam de Keteringe pene fecit. Item hic
edificauit quoddam bonum horreum apud Nouum Locum et unam
apud Undele et unam apud Torp$ et unam in uilla Burgi. Et ipse erexit
magnam domum ultra pistrinum et bracinum. Et ipse adquisiuit per
placitum contra abbatem de Croyland, quod licet" abbati de Burgo
infossare de communi pastura eorum in marisco de Peychirch’
quantum sibi placuerit et facere pratum.*

25. [Adquisita per dictum Robertum abbatem] Ipse uero possessionum et
prediorum ad ecclesie sue diligentissimus perquisitor et procurator
emit’ quamdam boscum paruum set ualde pulcherimum [Sw. fo. 237]
et deliciosum iuxta Estwde’ in aquilonali parte de Roberto del Tot,*
quem postea uenerabilis uir abbas Martinus una cum dicto bosco de
Estwde fecit includere. Preterea adquisiuit quamdam culturam terre,
fere xl acras, de quibusdam hominibus patrie, que iacet iuxta eundem
boscum, quam assignauit ad Belasise ad opus celerarii, et fossato
circumcinxit \\quas* sacrista tenet pro xl s. cum quibusdam aliis terris
de celerario per annum//.! Uidens itaque™” uir discretus et honestatis

“ Parco Wh " Thornholm Wh “nattas Wh ¢ summam Wh ¢ homines

Hicham Wh reads homagium de Stanewigg’ a secta hundredi de
Heyham  fsed add. Wh  ¢Thorp Wh " decetero add. Wh "\ fuit/.
Emit etiam Wh  /Estwode Wh Fquam culturam Wh "Wh inserts
para. 28 here " insuper Wh

37  Sw. fos. 197v-198r* (Thornholm, dated 1218), 198r (Louth Park, dated 1216).
38 Sw. fo. 171* final concord, with prior of St Neot’s, 1219.
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the cemetery. He assigned to the infirmary four marks of silver, two
from Louth Park and two from the canons of Thornholme, which
they owed to us, as their charters testified.”” To the guardian of the
hospital he assigned 8s. from the canons of Newhouse to purchase
rush matting and other materials which he needed to carry out his
duties. He acquired a charter then in the hands of the Jews in respect
of 35 marks, from which large sums had frequently been levied, for
it was an old debt. He released our men of Stanwick from suit to the
hundred court at Higham by giving a sum of money to Earl Ferrers. He
procured the advowson of the church of Clapton.*® He personally gave
two marks of gold and a silver gilt cup to the shrine of St Kyneburgh.
He made a new inner gateway, and a new stable for the abbot’s horses,
and a fish-pond next to the cemetery. He acquired the recognition of
one and a quarter knights” fees against Nicholas of Bassingbourn in
Benefield.*” He built a new hall at Collingham and also one at Stowe,
which abbot Martin later relocated, and chambers at Tinwell and
Cottingham, and a solar and a chapel at Stanwick, whilst he almost
completed a chapel at Kettering. He built strong barns at New Place
and Oundle and Longthorpe and in the town of Peterborough, and a
large building beyond the brewhouse and bakery. In a lawsuit against
the abbot of Crowland, he established that the abbot of Peterborough
might enclose as much as he wished of the common pasture in the
marsh of Peakirk and convert it to meadow.*

25. [The acquisitions of Abbot Robert] He was indeed highly diligent
in purchasing and procuring lands and goods for his church. He
bought a wood, only small but very fine and beautiful, adjacent to
Eastwood on its north side from Robert of Tot,*' which the venerable
Abbot Martin later enclosed together with the wood at Eastwood.
He also purchased a field of around 40 acres, which lay adjacent to
this woodland, from certain men of the neighbourhood, and enclosed
it with a ditch, and assigned it to Belsize for the use of the cellarer.
The sacrist holds this, along with certain other lands, from the
cellarer for 40s. a year. Then this wise and upright man, seeing that

39 Sw. fo. 209r*: ‘sicut patet in carta eiusdem fol ccix quod prius dedit’; Pytchley,
pp- 73-7.

40 Gloss: infra fol clxix. The relevant folio is missing in Sw. The Crowland text
here is BL Add. MS 25302, fo. 1r, dated 1216: ‘Carta abbatis et conuentus
de Burgo Sancti Petri super certis commodis nobis concessas in marisco
predicto’. Noted, Page, Crowland, pp. 24-5.

41 For Robert of Tot’s grant of Coupwode, Fraunceys Register A, no. 69; for the
confirmation by his son, Geoffrey, Sw. fo. 219%; for the abbey’s purchase of the
Tot fee, King, Peterborough Abbey, pp. 44-5.
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amator cimiterium ecclesie strictum et minus amplum quam deceret
ad honorem Dei et ecclesie sue et ad sepulturam monachorum et
parentum et amicorum eorum, dedit quamdam partem uinee sue
ad dictum cimiterium ampli\fi/candum et muro forti et alto eam
cincumcinxit.

26. [De minucionibus capiendis] Cumgque in rebus temporalibus
et transitoriis perquirendis et custodiendis mul[Wh. fo. 77r]tum
diligenter et uigilanter laborasset, attendensque quod unum preceteris
esset necessarium, scilicet ea que Dei sunt corde et corpore deuote
adimplere, pacem et tranquillitatem intus et extra, caritatem continuam
inter senes et iuuenes stabilius proposuit firmare, et Domino largiente
propositam laudabiliter adimpleuit. Nam cum ante eius tempora inter
fratres murmur et discordia, contencio et inuidia propter minucionem
fratrum sepius euenisset, nec mirum, quam cum tunc nullus nisi ex
precepto prioris minucionem posset accipere, alii sepius, alii tardius,
scilicet quidam post v ebdomadas uel vj minucionem habebant, ceteri
uero nisi post viij uel x \uel/ xv, uel si prior uellet post dimidium
annum, nullam minucionem \\haberent//.” Ille uero, ut omne malum
propter huius causam de cordibus eorum auferret, constituit ut
conuentus in vj partes diuideretur et in \primo/ die minucionis qui
senior illius partis que minui deberet fuisset terminato capitulo post
absolucionem animarum pro omnibus sociis suis cum manu sua a
presidente minuendi licenciam postularet.

27. \\Iste modus minuendi in tempore abbatis Walteri tantum hoc
modo mutatus est. Nam in tempore illius abbatis dominus Robertus
quondam Lincolniensis episcopus cognomento Grossetesto in
uisitacionibus suis esum carnium ubique monachis penitus inhibuit,
nisi tamem in infirmaria et in camera abbatis. Unde circa tam artam
inhibicionem et tam importabile honus, dictus abbas Walterus,
habito cum conuentu salubri et diligenti consilio, statuit quod idem
conuentus diuideretur in quinque partes et minuerentur modo
supradicto. [Wh. fo. 77v] Ante istud statutum domini Walteri abbati
minuti reficiebantur in refectorio regularibus cibis ter in die sicut
continetur in ueteri consuetudinario. Et sciendum quod conuentus
habuit trinam misericordiam per annum in domo ad hoc proprie
deputata, ubi comedabant carnes, secundum quod Deus dabat;
similiter et in domo hospitum et alibi ubicunque comedebant extra
refectorium uescebantur carnibus, quod omnino cessauit per statutum
supradictum et inhibicionem episcopi supradicti.//

“ Original text erased. Added in margin
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the cemetery of the house was narrow and smaller than was proper
for the honour of God and his church, and for the burial of the monks
and their relations and friends, gave them a part of his vineyard to
extend the cemetery, which he then enclosed with a strong and high
wall.

26. [Arrangements for bloodletting] While he laboured faithfully and
steadfastly in acquiring and maintaining temporal goods, which pass
away, he directed attention to the one thing that was necessary above
all to win hearts and minds for God, to preserve peace and tranquillity
within and without, and maintain good relations between young and
old; and with God’s favour he completed this task. Now before his day
there had been frequent discord and discontent, dispute and jealousy,
among the brothers concerning bloodletting. And no wonder, since
earlier no one could be bled save with the prior’s permission, which
to some was given frequently and to others rarely; thus some might
be bled every five or six weeks, while others waited eight, ten or even
fifteen weeks, or might wait for over half a year, if the prior so wished.
He set out to spare them such uncertainty, and thus provided that the
convent should be divided into six sections, the senior of whom on the
day appointed for bloodletting should after the absolution in chapter
seek leave to be bled from the presiding officer for himself and his
colleagues.

27. These procedures for bloodletting were modified in the time of
Abbot Walter in the following manner. Now at this time the bishop
of Lincoln, Robert called Grosseteste, in his visitations forbade the
monks to eat meat, unless they did so in the infirmary or in the abbot’s
chamber. Faced with such a strict inhibition and so insupportable a
burden, Abbot Walter, after thorough and profitable discussions with
the convent, ordained that the convent should be divided into five
sections and bled in the above manner. Before this statute of Abbot
Walter, those who had been bled were given a regular diet in the
refectory three times a day, as provided for in the old customary. And
it should be noted that the convent had enjoyed three misericords in
each year in a building designated for the purpose, where they could
eat meat, as the Lord provided. Similarly they had been able to eat
meat in the guesthouse and anywhere else they might eat outside
the refectory, but all this was stopped by the statute and the bishop’s
prohibition.
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28. \\Hic etiam per citacionem generalem per totam christianitatem
a domino papa Innocencio’ editam per magnos sumptus et labores
adiit [Wh. fo. 76v] curiam Romanam, ubi idem papa generale concilium
cum omnibus prelatis uniuersalis ecclesie celebrauit, quod uocatur
concilium Latran’.** Sicut patet in eodem concilio, in quo prouisum fuit
quod conuentus monachorum ieiunarent sicut continetur in regula,
scilicet a festo Exaltacionis Sancte Crucis usque in Pasche. Domi uero
rediens idem abbas a dicto concilio, conuentui suo ostendit et precibus
optinuit, quod predictum ieiunium per predictum tempus obseruarent.
Sunt autem quedam tempora et dies in quibus conuentus Burgi et alii
monachi solebant bis comedere in die, uidelicet ab Exaltacione Sancte
Crucis usque ad primum diem Octobris, \et/ a dicto die Octobris omni
die xij lectionum ad Aduentum Domini, et quolibet die infra octabas
sancti Martini, et a die Natalis Domini usque ad octabas Epiphanie,
et ab illo die omni die xij lectionum ad Quinquagesimam.*® In quibus
omnibus diebus capparum per predicta tempora solebat conuentus
habere unum ferculum ad cenam cum caseo. Aliis uero diebus xij
lectionum quoddam interferculum xvj discorum \cum seruitoribus/.
Que omnia propter integritatem elemosine idem abbas iniunxit
eidem conuentui, ut que apponi solebant ad cenam apponerentur ad
prandium.//

29. [De fratre Roberti de Lindeseye abbatis.] Hic uero inter cetera bona
opera sua ad condicionem conuentus meliorandam et ampliandam®
sollicitus semper fuit et deuotus. Nam cum ante eius tempora non
fuerunt nisi Ixxij monachi in congregacione Burgi, et habuerunt
ad coquinam Fletton” et Alwolton” cum molendinis et pertinenciis,
exceptis auxiliis ad festum sancti Michaelis, et de Burgo qualibet
septimana iij s. \et x d./, et de Castre iij s. \et x d./, et de Tynewelle
v¢ sol. \et iij ob./, et redditus de piscariis, et xij marcas de camera
abbatis ad’ p\rin/cipalia festa facienda. Ipse secundo anno® postquam
rediit de Roma, omnino dimisit et quietum clamauit conuentui totum
auxilium de Fletton” et Alwoltor, scilicet xx marcas ad festum sancti
Michaelis, quod ipse et antecessores sui solebant capere.** Et postea
ad recreacionem conuentus et incrementum viij monachorum dedit et
assignauit celerarie conuentuali Gosberkirke, que qualibet septimana
xiiij solidos ualet. Et preterea molendinum de Cufwik/ cum viij acris
terre et cum prato et aliis pertinenciis suis et ualent per estimacionem
xij marcas per annum. Et molendinum [Wh. fo. 78r] de Wakebroc
quod ualet per annum xxxiij solidos.* Et ipse solebat? defendere

“a ... Innocentio Wh reads nuncii domini pape tercio " amplificandam Wh
“iiij crossed out 1iij crossed out ¢uero anno secundo Wh  /Cufwic Wh
8 A short gap is left in Sw which Wh retains
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28. At great cost and after much effort he went to the court of Rome,
where Pope Innocent had summoned a general council, which was
called the Lateran Council, which he celebrated with all the prelates
of the western Church.* In this council it was ordained that convents
of monks should fast as provided for in the Rule, namely from the
feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross until Easter. On his return
home from the council, the abbot told his monks of this and obtained
their agreement that they should fast during this period. However,
there are certain times and days when the convent at Peterborough,
in common with other monks, eat two meals a day, namely from the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross until the first day of October, and from
that day on every day of twelve lessons until Advent, then every day
within the octave of St Martin, and from Christmas until the octave of
the Epiphany, and from that day on every day of twelve lessons until
Quinquagesima Sunday.* During this time on all days in copes the
convent was accustomed to have one course at supper with cheese,
while on other days, that is to say of twelve lessons, they had a
collation, in sixteen bowls, with the servers. To preserve the integrity
of our alms, the abbot enjoined the convent that whatever was served
at dinner should also be served at supper.

29. [Abbot Robert of Lindsey.] Amongst his many other good works he
was always concerned and assiduous in improving and increasing
the condition of the convent. Now before his day there were only 72
monks in the community at Peterborough, and they had for the supply
of their table the proceeds from the manors of Fletton and Alwalton,
with their mills and appurtenances, except the aids at Michaelmas.
They also had each week 3s. 10d. from Peterborough, and the same
amount from Castor, and from Tinwell 5s. 3%d., and the revenues
from the fisheries, and 12 marks from the abbot’s chamber to celebrate
the principal feast days. He then, in the second year after his return
from Rome, gave the convent the aids of Fletton and Alwalton, in
full and without reservation, amounting to 20 marks at Michaelmas,
which he and his predecessors had been accustomed to receive.*
Thereafter, for the refreshment of the convent and to support the
additional eight monks, he transferred and assigned Gosberton to
the convent cellarer, which was worth 14s. a week, and also the mill
of Cuswick, with eight acres of land, along with meadow and other
appurtenances, which was reckoned to be worth 12 marks a year, and
the mill of Wakebrook, worth 33s. a year.* He would regularly defend

42 The Fourth Lateran Council met in Nov. 1215: Councils & Synods, 1, pp. 47-9.
43 See Knowles, Monastic Order, p. 457 note 7, using but not citing this passage.
44  Sw. fos. 105v-106r, dated 24 June 1216.

45 Sw. fo. 105r-v.
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predictas uillas et tenere in libertatibus antiquis coram iusticiariis et
uicecomitibus et balliuis eorum.

30. [De Belasise edificando] Hic itaque fecit quasdam magnas essartas et
in eos domos edificare in loco qui dicitur Belasis et fossatis et sepibus
sufficienter claudere cum boscis paruis circumastantibus. Et iuxta
illud fecit terras excolere et [Sw. fo. 23v] seminare et circumfossare
multas et magnas. Et ecce quidam miles Ricardus de Wateruille
nomine et alii liberi homines de Castre et de Marham, quidam de
terris, quidam de communa pasture querelam fecerunt coram domino
rege de predicto abbate et de noua dissinsiua. At dictus abbas sicut
erat ualde cautus et circumspectus, de talibus sibi preuidens casibus,
improuide irruentibus satisfecit singulis eorum per dona et per alia
bona. Ita quod inter eos facta fuit finalis concordia.* [Adquisita per
dictum Robertum abbatem] Et insuper adquisiuit magnas terras in loco
qui uocatur Glintonehawe, quod iacet inter campum de Marham et
campum de Wdecroft, et continent in se Ixxx acras fere et adsignatus
\est/ ad Belasise.” Item emit quemdam boscum de quodam milite
Willielmo Gimiges nomine,** quod est in campo de Meleton” et illum
fecit assartare et colere et circumfossare, et uocatur Freneshawe quod
estimatur ad xx acras et assignatus \est/ ad Belasise. Item emit et
adquisiuit terras apud Paston’, partem de Roberto Peuerel, partem de
Roberto Tot, partem de Henrico clerico, et partem de aliis francolanis,
unde fecit’ unam culturam circumfossatam continentem in se xI acras,
quod assig[Wh. fo. 78vlnatus est apud Belasise. Et emit xx acras prati
apud Nortburc® de Galfrido milite et assignatus est apud Belasise.*’

31. [De frumento proueniente de Belasise.] Et notandum quod Belasise
cum predictis pertinentiis et aliis in pratis et pasturis fuit assignatum
ad inueniendum panem et ceruisiam ad usus viij monachorum per
eundem abbatem et conuentum de nouo creatos.” Set postea in melius
mutatur per disposicionem abbatis Walteri et conuentus. Nam cum
seruientes celerarii de Belasise frumentum et brasium ad predictos
usus adducerent, celerarius abbatis aut seruientes eius noluerunt
illud recipere, nisi de meliori esset quod inueniri posset, et sic sepe
dampnum et nocumentum euenerunt celerario conuentuali. Nunc
uero per predictam disposicionem redditur pro predicto frumento
et brasio certum et leue precium denariorum, sicut in carta abbatis
Walteri plenius continetur. Ita uidelicet quod abbas inueniet dictis
viij monachis panem et ceruisiam sicut ad alios antiquitus statutos.
Et? Belasise cum pertinenciis ad coquinam conuentus assignatum est

* Melton” Wh b fieri add. Wh ¢ Nortburch Wh 4sic add. Wh

46 The settlement with Richard de Waterville is found in Sw. fo. 205r; it dates
from the time of Abbot Martin (1226-33).
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these properties, with their ancient liberties, before the justices and
sheriffs and their bailiffs.

30. [The building of Belsize Grange.] He made substantial assarts, on
which he then erected buildings, in the place which is called Belsize;
these were suitably enclosed, with hedges and ditches and small
parcels of woodland adjacent to them. And close by he had lands
cleared and sown and enclosed with a series of deep ditches. At which
point a certain knight called Richard de Waterville, along with other
free men of Castor and Marholm, brought cases of novel disseisin
against the abbot before the king, some in respect of land and others
in respect of common of pasture. The abbot played his hand very
carefully here, foreseeing that other such cases might be sprung upon
him without warning, and settled with each of them by gifts and other
concessions, so that a final concord was made between them.* Besides
this he acquired a considerable amount of land in the place called
Glintonhage, which lay between the fields of Marholm and those of
Woodcroft, amounting to almost 80 acres, and assigned it to Belsize.*””
He bought a certain wood called Frindshaw in Milton field, reckoned
to comprise 20 acres, from a knight called William Gimiges,* and had
it cut down, cultivated and enclosed, and assigned it to Belsize. He
bought and acquired lands in Paston, some from Robert Peverel, some
from Robert Tot, some from Henry the clerk, and some from other
freeholders, which he enclosed to form a field of 40 acres, and this he
assigned to Belsize. He bought 20 acres of meadow in Northborough
from the knight Geoffrey and assigned it to Belsize.”

31. [The supply of grain from Belsize.] It should be noted that Belsize,
with these and its other appurtenances in meadow and pasture,
was assigned to provide bread and ale for the eight monks newly
added by this abbot and the convent.”® But these arrangements were
subsequently improved by Abbot Walter and the convent. For when
the servants of the cellarer at Belsize brought in wheat and malt for
this purpose, the abbot’s cellarer and his servants would refuse to
accept it, unless it were of top quality, and this frequently hindered
the work of the convent cellarer. Now by these arrangements a fixed
sum of money was paid in place of the wheat and malt, as is fully set
out in the charter of Abbot Walter. The abbot was to provide these
eight monks with bread and ale in the terms of the old statutes. And
Belsize with its appurtenances was assigned to the convent kitchen in
lieu of the twelve marks which the convent cellarer was accustomed to

47  On the formation of Belsize grange see King, Peterborough Abbey, pp. 76-7.
48 Sw. fo. 231r.

49 Sw. fo. 224 v, for 40 marks which he owed to Jews in respect of this tenancy.
50 Sw. fos. 104v-105r.
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pro xij marcis, quas celerarius conuentus solebat accipere de camera
abbatis ad quatuor anni terminos ad® principalia festa celebranda,
et pro iij marcis ad festum dedicacionis ecclesie celebrandum, quas
dictus Walterus abbas de camera sua statuit et carta sua confirmauit.
Et sic liber est celerarius a solucione denariorum pro predicto
incremento bladi et brasei; nam estimacio illorum est xv marcarum,
sicut in predicta carta abbatis Walteri inde confecta taxatur.> Hoc [Wh.
fo. 79r] factum Willelmus abbas carta sua confirmauit.”

32. \\Hic etiam’ uir magne prudentie et amator iusticie et sciencie
statuit et diuisit per consilium conuentus bona sacristia in duas
porciones, scilicet unam magistro sacriste et alteram subsacriste, ut
quilibet eorum euidenter sciret quid habere et agere sine altercacione
in suo officio deberet, ut patet in compositione inter eosdem.//*®

33. [Adhuc de Roberto abbate.] Item antiquitus abbas et conuentus
habuerunt ad uestimenta et ad calciamenta Ix marcas argenti annuatim
de Fiskerton’ et Scotere, sed ipsum‘ \quid/ fuit inter tantos? Abbas
uero” Robertus uidens quod sufficienter non habuerunt assignauit xx
marcas ad prenominata uestimenta de eisdem uillis ultra Ix marcas
predictas. Insuper dimisit et quietum clamauit de se et successoribus
suis uestimenta’ et calciamenta que solebant [Sw. fo. 24r] ipse et
successores sui habere de camera conuentus. Ita tamen quod quilibet
monachus habeat omnia sibi assignata et necessaria plenius et uberius
sine aliqua subtractione et murmuracione. Item Akarius’ predecessor
eius dedit conuentui paruum manerium de Thurleby ad xij tunicas et
totidem stragulas de sancto Albano, saluo tamen hospicio suo in eundo
et redeundo quocienscunque uoluerit, sicut carta eiusdem testatur.
Ipse uero abbas Robertus uidens contencionem atque grauamen super
hoc sepius camerario contingere, tum propter hospicium ipsius abbatis
tums$ seruientes eius, assignauit camere conuentus x marcas argenti
annuatim percipiendas de dicto manerio, et carta sua confirmauit.>

34. \\Hic siquidem dedit xx s. ad tria festa in cappis celebranda, scilicet
Transfiguracionem Domini, Translacionem sancti Tome, et Natale
sancti Hugonis, de ij uirgatis terre [Wh. fo. 79v] quas tenet persona de
Irtlingburc percipiendos, ut patet in carta eiusdem abbatis.//**

“ iiij crossed out ! Ille etiam Robertus Wh ¢ \hoc/ ipsum Wh 4idem add.
Wh ¢ de eisdem ... uestimenta Wh omits (skipping a line) ~ /de Sancto Albano
Wh inserts here and omits after stragulas ¢ propter add. Wh

51 Sw. fo. 106v, with an explanatory gloss.
52  See further below, 55.
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receive from the abbot’s chamber at the four terms of the year for the
celebration of the principal feasts, and of the three marks assigned to
celebrate the dedication of the church, which Abbot Walter ordered to
be paid from his chamber and confirmed by charter. In this manner
the cellarer was freed from making any payment for the increment
of grain and malt, for they are valued at 15 marks, as assessed in the
charter of Abbot Walter.”" All this Abbot William confirmed in his
own charter.”

32. This very prudent man, a lover of justice and knowledge, in
consultation with the convent, established a division of the goods of
the sacristy into two portions, one for the chief sacrist and the other
for the subsacrist, so that each might know exactly the support they
could call upon in discharging their duties, and draw upon it without
dispute, as appears in an agreement made between them.>

33. [More about Abbot Robert.] By long custom, the abbot and convent
had for their clothing and footwear 60 marks of silver annually from
Fiskerton and Scotter. But what was this amongst so many? And so
Abbot Robert, seeing that they did not have enough, assigned a
further 20 marks in addition to the 60 marks, from these two manors
for clothing. Moreover he granted and remitted without reservation,
on behalf of himself and his successors, the clothing and footwear that
he and his successors were accustomed to receive from the convent
chamber. In this way each monk could draw unquestioned upon his
full entitlement without diminution and without dispute. Also his
predecessor Akarius had given to the convent the small manor of
Thurlby, reserving his hospitality in going from the monastery and
returning to it, and this supplied twelve tunics and the same number
of bedcovers of St Alban. All this appears in his charter. Abbot Robert,
seeing that frequent difficulties and burdens arose for the chamberlain
in respect of the above, with regard to the hospitality offered both to
himself and his servants, assigned 10 marks of silver a year from this
manor to the convent chamber, which he confirmed by charter.>*

34. He also gave 20s. for the celebration of three feasts in copes,
namely the Transfiguration of the Lord, the Translation of St Thomas
and the Birthday of St Hugh, to be received from two virgates of land
which the parson of Irthlingborough holds, as appears in the abbot’s
charter.”

53 Sw. fos. 271v-272r.

54 Sw. fos. 105v-106r.

55 Sw. fo. 105v*. The new feasts are inserted in the calendar in the Psalter of
Robert of Lindsey, Society of Antiquaries MS 59: Library, p. 23.
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35. Item ipse emit quoddam pratum ualde necessarium de Iohanne
Gnyuet apud Sutwik’ quod iacet apud Pyryhow et assignauit ad
Nouum Locum.*® Set et terras et redditus et multa alia emit et
perquisiuit, que modo memorie hominum non occurrunt. Redditum
uero iiij solidorum annuorum’ de monialibus de Goucwelle ad
cameram abbatis ut carta earum testatur perquisiuit.

36. [Terra interdicta per sex annos.] Verum tamen quando factus est abbas
erat maxima discordia inter regnum et sacerdocium, et terra interdicta
per sex continuos annos et eo amplius, et post interdictum secuta est
gwerra seuissima et bellum turpissimum inter regem et principes
Anglie, et erant tunc dies pessimi. Ita ut ecclesie destruebantur,
frangebantur, et ea que in ecclesiis erant rapiebantur et asportabantur.
Post nouem igitur annos et decem septimanas suscepte cure pastoralis
obiit in festo Crispini et Crispiniani \\anno Domini M.CC.XX.I//.
Siquid deliquit sit ueniale sibi, cui concedat® Dominus uitam eternam.
Amen.’

De abbate Alexandro et eius operibus.

37. Successit’ domino Roberto abbati abbas Alexander natus de
Holdernesse, monachus professus istius loci, de priore factus est
abbas. Hic dedit preciosum pallum cuius campus rubei coloris est et
bestie mixti, scilicet albi et nigri. Dedit insuper iiij cappas optimas
de nouo et rubeo samito et ij alias. Dedit etiam xij albas, quarum una
est brudata, cuius campus niger, et dedit unam casulam ad altare
sancte Marie. Hic libere et benigne concessit et carta [Wh. fo. 80r] sua
confirmauit®” Belasise cum Wakebroc et aliis molendinis, Gosberkirks
cum pertinentiis, que predecessor eius abbas Robertus dederat ad
aumentacionem viij monachorum, unde multum a conuentu tanquam
bonus pastor amabatur. Ipse insuper edificauit aulam de Castre, et
aulam de Undele, et solarium magnum ad ostium camere abbatis
et subtus celarium. Multum expendidit propter wardam Rogeri de
Torpel, ut putabatur CCC marcas, set morte preuentus negocium
consummare non potuit.”

38. Dedit uero illud preciosum uas cristallinum in quo conditur
sanguis sancti Thome martiris cum aliis reliquiis. Et in tempore istius
abbatis data fuit domino regi per totam Angliam quintadecima pars
omnium bonorum, sicut patet in cartas eiusdem regis.”® Iste autem

“Sutwyk Wh Yannuatim Wh ¢omnipotens add. Wh ¢ Anno domini
m.cc.xxij et anno regni regis Henrici filio regis Iohannis qui dicitur Henrici iijj
septimo obiit Robertus de Lyndeseye abbas Burgi cui successit eodem anno
Alexander de Holdernesse mg Wh ¢ et de eodem added to rubric in Sw, omitted
Wh fin crastino eodem anno mg ¢ Goseberkirke Sw
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35. He purchased a well-situated parcel of meadowland which lay at
Perio from John Knivet at Southwick and assigned it to New Place.®
He purchased a rent of 4s. a year from the nuns of Gokewell for the
abbot’s chamber, as his charter testifies. There were also other lands
and revenues and resources which he purchased and acquired of
which all memory is now lost.

36. [The land under Interdict for six years.] It should be noted that at the
time when he became abbot there was great discord between church
and state, and an Interdict was placed on the land which lasted six
years and more, and this Interdict was followed by heavy fighting and
a shameful war between the king and the magnates of England. These
were dark days indeed, in which the church was destroyed and broken
up and its possessions stolen and carried away. Nine years and ten
weeks after he took up the cure of souls he died on the feast of Saints
Crispin and Crispianus in the year of Our Lord 1222. If he offended in
any way may he be pardoned and may the Lord grant him everlasting
life. Amen.

Abbot Alexander and his deeds

37. Abbot Robert was succeeded by Abbot Alexander, born in
Holderness, a professed monk of this house, who had been prior before
he was made abbot. He gave a very valuable pall, with various beasts
embroidered in white and black on a red field. As well as this he gave
four very fine copes made of new red samite, and two others. He also
gave twelve albs, one of which was embroidered on a black field; and
he gave a chasuble to the altar of Our Lady. He freely and generously
gave and confirmed by his charter” Belsize with Wakebrook and other
mills, and Gosberton with its appurtenances, which his predecessor
Abbot Robert had given in support of the additional eight monks, for
which he was much loved by the convent as a good pastor. Moreover
he built halls at Castor and Oundle, and a great solar at the gatehouse
of the abbot’s lodgings, with a cellar beneath. He incurred great costs
on account of the wardship of Roger of Torpel, reckoned to amount to
300 marks, but died before bringing the business to a conclusion.*®

38. He gave the precious crystal vase in which the blood of St Thomas
the martyr is kept along with other relics. During his abbacy there was
granted to the king a fifteenth of the goods of all England, as appears
in that king’s charters.” He died after he had occupied the abbot’s

56 Earlier stated to be a purchase of Abbot Andrew (11).

57 Sw. fo. 106r.

58 CFR Henry 11, 2, pp. 54, 116-17.

59 Cazel, ‘The Fifteenth of 1225. The grant was made in return for a confirmation
of the Charters. The 1225 Magna Carta is in Sw. fos. 61v-64r.
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obiit postquam sedit abbas iiij annis peractis, eodem die quo in
abbatem electus est, die scilicet sancti Edmundi regis et martiris anno
Domini M.CC.XX.VI, cuius anime propicietur Deus. Amen.

De abbate Martino et eius operibus bonis.*

39. Martinus de Rameseya’ monachus Burgi electus est in abbatem
Henrico filio regis Iohannis receptus, et ab episcopo Lincolniensis
Hugone secundo eodem die, examinatis priore et aliis tribus monachis,
confirmatus est in capella sancte Katerine apud Westmonasterium, et
in die sancti Iohannis euangeliste apud Tinghirst ab eodem episcopo
benedictionem suam consecutus est, et die dominica infra octabas
Epiphanie apud Burgum receptus est.”

40. In primo anno suo scilicet anno Domini M.CC.XX.VII pacauit ad
scaccarium regis [Wh. fo. 80v] de debito domini Roberti abbatis pro
deaforestacione Nassi Burgi quinquaginta marcas.”” Eodem anno fecit
idem Martinus confirmari cartas suas a dicto rege Henrico pro sexcies
uiginti marcis argenti ad opus domini regis et xxviij marcis ad opus
cancellarii, exceptis multis aliis donis.®*

[Sw. fo. 24v] 41. Eodem anno obiit Brianus de Lamare,’ et dominus
rex cum transiret per partes illas uersus Eboracum ante Natale fecit
saisiri in manum suam terram predicti Briani, quia fuit forestarius
marisci de Kesteuene et de Hoylande.© Et abbas quesiuit tunc breue
domini regis ad Hugonem de Neuile tunc iusticiarium foreste de
inquisicione facienda utrum prius fuissent antecessores dicti Briani
feoffati de domo Burgi an de foresta, et sic facta inquisicone per xij
legales homines apud Bernak‘ et transmissa domino regi sub sigillis
domini Hugonis et iuratorum, coram multis baronibus adiudicata fuit
warda terre predicti Briani dicto Martino abbati et suis successoribus,*
et abbas illam wardam concessit domino Radulpho le Neuile Cicestr’
episcopo domini regis cancellario. Eodem anno pacauit idem abbas
pro ueteri debito xxv marcas, et de scutagio Pictauie de tempore regis
Iohannis x li. xij s. iij d. et sic remansit quietus de omnibus debitis
ad scaccarium.®® Idem uero abbatiam per sex annos rexerat, et uitam
finiuit. Anime cuius propicietur Deus. Amen.

“ Ramiseya Sw *Lamara Sw ¢Hoylonde Sw ¢ Bernek Sw

60 The whole entry for this abbot (39, 40, 41) is copied from Chr.P., pp. 9-10.

61 Royal assent 7 Dec. 1226: CPR, 1225-32, p. 95; blessed 27 Dec.; entry 10 Jan.
1227.

62 CFR Henry III, 2, p. 80, states that just 25 marks of the fine remained
outstanding, which the abbot was to pay by Michaelmas 1226.



Robert of Swaffham 97

chair for four years, on the very day on which he had been elected
abbot, namely the feast of St Edmund, king and martyr, in the year of
Our Lord 1226. May the almighty Lord have mercy on his soul. Amen.

Abbot Martin and his good deeds.®®

39. Martin of Ramsey was elected on 2 December, and on the octave
of St Andrew was received by Henry son of King John; on the same
day, after he had examined the prior and three of the monks, he was
confirmed in office by Hugh II, bishop of Lincoln, in the chapel of
St Catherine at Westminster; on the day of St John the evangelist at
Fingest he obtained the bishop’s blessing; and on the Sunday within
the octave of Epiphany he was received at Peterborough.®!

40. In his first year, the year of Our Lord 1227 he paid into the
royal exchequer 50 marks from the debt of Abbot Robert for the
disafforestation of Nassaborough.®® In the same year Abbot Martin
secured confirmation of his charters from King Henry, having paid
120 marks of silver to the king, and 28 marks to the chancellor, along
with many other gifts.®®

41. In the same year Brian de la Mare died and the king, as he came
through our neighbourhood on his way to York, before Christmas,
seized Brian’s lands into his hands, since he was forester of the
marshes of Kesteven and Holland. Thereupon the abbot procured a
writ of the king, addressed to Hugh de Neville, who was then justice
of the forest, ordering an inquisition to be made as to whether Brian’s
ancestors were first enfeoffed of the house of Peterborough or of the
forest. The inquisition was held by twelve lawful men at Barnack,
and delivered to the king under the seals of Hugh and of the jurors,
and in the presence of many barons the wardship of Brian’s lands
was adjudged to Abbot Martin and his successors.®* The abbot then
granted the wardship to Ralph de Neville, bishop of Chichester, the
royal chancellor. In the same year the abbot paid in respect of the old
debt 25 marks, and for the scutage of Poitou from the time of King
John £10 12s. 3d, and then he was quit of all debts at the exchequer.®®
He ruled the abbey for six years and then he died. May the Lord have
mercy on his soul. Amen.

63 InMar. 1227: CChR, 1226-57, pp. 19-22; CER Henry 111, 2, pp. 136-7.

64 Pytchley, p. 35; CCR, 1227-31, p. 19: orders for the release of Brian’s heir, and
his lands, giving his office as forester of the marsh of Spalding.

65 The pipe roll shows the payment of the sum stated for the scutage of Poitou
and of £17 8s 8d for the old debt: TNA E372/72 (AALT Northants/image 1429).
Chr.P,, p. 10, says that the abbot paid 25 marks at Easter and 25 marks at
Michaelmas.
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De Waltero abbate et eius operibus.

42. Venerabilis abbas Burgi Walterus de Sancto Edmundo natus et
uocatus, monachus’ professus ecclesie Burgensis, de sacrista communi
assensu to[Wh. fo. 81r]cius capituli in abbatem’, Domino inspirante,
est electus \\anno Domini M.CC. XXX.III/. Qui ad stallacionem suam
dedit magnum pallum cum pauonibus, et unam cappam optimam
et preciosam de rubeo samyt bene brusdatam cum apostolis et
quibusdam martyribus. Ipse etiam dedicare fecit ecclesiam nostram® a
duobus episcopis magnis sumptibus et propriis.®

43. Ipse uero ter magnis laboribus et expensis pro defensione sue
ecclesie uersus curiam Romanam mare transiuit. Semel dum adhuc
sacrista esset, scilicet contra magistrum Robertum de Sumercote
tunc cardinalem pro ecclesia de Castre,” ubi etiam adquisiuit
priuilegia quedam. Iterum postquam fuit abbas,®® quum dominus
papa generale concilium pro pace et statu ecclesie proposuit celebrare,
ad quod omnes prelati Anglie sicut et aliunde uocati fuerunt. Cum
autem uenisset in Buregundia, audiuit quod imperator Fridericus
magistrum Hottonem legatum Anglie et quemdam alium legatum
Francie set episcopos et abbates omnes quoque nuncios ipsius domini
pape propter discordiam inter ipsos incarcerauit et male tractauit,
quam ob causam ad predictum concilium accedere non est ausus;
sed in ciuitate Aneuers fere per dimidium annum moratus est.”
Domum tandem reuersus optulit duos pannos sericos baldekinos
rubeos, \illos/ scilicet unde Iohannes de Holdernesse subsacrista
fecit ij cappas. Ipse siquidem cito postea a domino papa tale accepit
mandatum ut inueniret sibi per annum v milites cum equis et armis
et omnibus expensis. Set quia hoc sibi grauissimum esset, pro fine
faciendo dedit Clxxiiij marcas, et hoc per dispensacionem [Wh. fo. 81v]
magistri Martini nuncii domini pape.”

44. Tercio per speciale mandatum ad concilium Lugdunense uocatus
est, uidelicet quia ecclesiam de Castre contra prouisionem domini

“etadd. Wh b Burgi add. Wh ¢ suam conuentualem Wh

66 On 28 Sept. 1238, by the bishop of Lincoln and his suffragan: Paris, 3, p. 517,
Chr. P, p. 14.

67 Robert of Somercotes, appointed cardinal in 1236: Cardinali di curia, 1, pp.
130-40. He had been provided to the church of Castor: Sayers, ‘Canterbury
proctors’, p 325 note 87.

68 2 Jan. 1241, protection to Abbot Walter, ‘gone to the court of Rome” CPR,
1232-47, p. 241. The council had been summoned to meet at Rome at Easter
1241: Councils & Synods, 1, p. 288 note 2.

69 Matthew Paris has much on this. He states that the English delegates stayed



Robert of Swaffham 99

Abbot Walter and his deeds.

42. Walter, the venerable abbot of Peterborough, was born at Bury St
Edmunds and took his name from there. He was professed a monk at
the monastery of Peterborough and from being sacrist, with the assent
of the whole community, inspired by the Lord, he was elected as abbot.
At his installation he gave a great pall with peacocks, and a fine and
precious cope in red samite finely embroidered with the apostles and
a number of martyrs. He caused our church to be dedicated by two
bishops, at considerable cost, all of which he took upon himself.®

43. On three occasions, with considerable effort and at great expense,
he crossed the sea to defend the rights of our church against the
Roman curia. The first time was while he was still sacrist, against
master Robert of Somercotes, then cardinal, for the church of Castor,®
when he also acquired a certain privilege. The next occasion was after
he had become abbot,*® when the pope stated his intention to hold a
general council for the peace and wellbeing of the church, to which
all the prelates of England, as of other regions, were summoned.
When, however, he arrived in Burgundy, he learned that the emperor
Frederick had imprisoned and abused master Otto, the English legate,
along with the French legate and other bishops and abbots who were
envoys of the pope, because of disputes between them. For this reason
the abbot did not dare travel to the council, but stayed in the city of
Auxerre for almost half a year.®” When he did return he gave two rolls
of silk, of red brocade, from which John of Holderness the sub-sacrist
made two copes. Soon after this he received a mandate from the pope
that he should find for him each year five knights with horses and
arms and pay their expenses. Since this seemed to him too great a
burden, he gave 174 marks in settlement of the matter, having obtained
a dispensation from master Martin the pope’s legate.”

44. On the third occasion, he was summoned by a special mandate
to the Council of Lyon, since he had given the church of Castor on

in safe locations to see how things developed: Paris, 4, p. 98. The bishops
of Norwich, Exeter and Worcester were at Pontigny at ‘some time between
February and 24 March 1241: EEA, 21, p. xxxv note 130, nos. 145A-B. If
Abbot Walter remained in Burgundy one possible identification of Anvers is
Auxerre, which is 20 km from Pontigny; for its position on one of the ‘roads to
Rome’, Lawrence, English Church, p. 238. While the abbot was away, Gregory
IX demanded revenues from a church worth at least 100 marks; the king was
consulted and refused permission: Paris, 4, pp. 101-2; Lunt, Financial Relations,
pp- 205-6.

70 Lunt, Financial Relations, pp. 219-20, states that no information survives on the
sums paid in commutation. Master Martin was in England between Easter
1244 and July 1245: ibid., pp. 612-13.
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pape per preceptum regis Henrici iiii’”* donauerat.”” Unde ut gratiam
domini pape adquireret et sentenciam euaderet obligauit se dare
annuatim cuidam nepoti domini pape x libras de camera sua. Ubi
etiam aquisiuit quoddam priuilegium \magnum/ de libertatibus
ecclesie nostre’. Quod sic incipit: Innocentius seruus etc;”® et aliud, ne
quis \monasterii nostri/ ultra duas dietas coram iudicibus delegatis
causaretur; et quedam alia. Unde rediens optulit preciosum pallum
\scilicet baldekinum/ brusdatam cum ymaginibus sancte Marie filium
gestantis.

45. Ipse siquidem wardam Roberti de Meltun, quam predecessor
eius abbas Martinus conuentui dederat, benigne et deuote eis
concessit. Hic uero aumentauit infirmarie nostre redditum de 1vij s.,
scilicet de quodam redditu in Stanford [Sw. fo. 25¢] quem emit;* et
de procuracione sua annua quam antecessores sui de sacrista apud
Pilesyate habebant xx s. Insuper redditum hospitalarie de iiij solidis
ampliauit, scilicet de domibus nostris apud Lundonias de magistro W.
de Bernake. \\Nunc uero mututar in melius per abbatem Iohannem
de Calceto, qui dat per cartam hospitalarie viij s. et refectorarie viij
s. de eisdem domibus./ Aumentum uero bladi de Belasise quod
predecessores sui sumebant sub certo precio et leui constituit \\sicut
patet in carta eiusdem inde confecta//.”> Ipse uero terram Gaufridi de
Northburc \quam camerarius habet unde reddit ualorem x marcarum
per abbatem Walterum® constitutum/ magnis laboribus et expensis
aquisiuit.

46. Hic etiam aquisi[Wh. fo. 82rJuit de Nicolao de Bassingburne
quartam partem unius militis in Clappetorn’ \\unde filius eius
recognouit iiij feoda integra abbati Iohanni et fecit releuium
plenarie//.”® Emit uero quoddam pratum de Rogero de Helpestune
milite quod uocatur Paynesholm et aliud de Toroldo de Castre, que
annuatim ualent v marcas, de quibus asignauit xl s. ad anniuersarium
suum faciendum de camera abbatis percipiendos.”” \\ Abbas Willelmus
totum illud pratum asignauit pitanciarie ad anniuersarium eiusdem

“iij Wh here and subsequently " sue Wh ¢ per eundem Walterum abbatem Wh
4 Glapthorn Wh

71 This numbering results from counting Henry, son of Henry II, crowned
in 1170 in his father’s lifetime, as Henry III. It was unusual by this date:
Matthew Strickland, Henry the Young King 1155-1183 (New Haven, 2016), pp.
1-4 and notes 2, 17. A marginal note in Sw., fo. 52v, explains. The usage found
also in the pocketbook of John of Threckingham, BL Egerton MS 2733, fos.
82r, 1801, and in the early fourteenth-century gloss to 36 above.
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the orders of King Henry IV’ against the provision of the pope.”? In
order to obtain the pope’s goodwill and to avoid being sentenced he
undertook to give a certain nephew of the pope £10 a year from his
chamber. While there he obtained a great privilege setting out the
liberties of our church, which began: Innocent, servant, etc.”” And
another, to the effect that our monastery should not be summoned
before judges delegate more than two days” journey away. And other
privileges also. On his return he offered a precious embroidered pall,
in rich brocade, showing images of Our Lady bearing her son in her
arms.

45. He graciously and earnestly confirmed the wardship of Robert
of Milton, which his predecessor Abbot Martin had given to the
convent. And indeed he increased the income of our infirmary by
57s. namely from a rent in Stamford which he purchased.” Also out
of the annual income of 20s. which his predecessors had received
from the sacrist at Pilsgate, he gave an additional 4s. for the guest-
house, which was from our houses in London through master W. of
Barnack. These arrangements have since been changed for the better
by Abbot John of Caux, who by his charter gave to the guest-house
8s. and to the refectory 8s. from these houses. The increase in grain
from Belsize, which his predecessors had developed, he ordered to be
raised as a fixed sum, as appears in the charter which he made.” By
means of great labour and expense he acquired the land of Geoffrey of
Northborough, which the chamberlain has, and for which he renders
10 marks by provision of Abbot Walter.

46. He also acquired from Nicholas of Bassingbourn [the recognition
of] a quarter of a knight’s fee in Glapthorn; his son thereafter
acknowledged the service of four complete knights” fees to Abbot
John and paid relief in full.” He purchased a certain meadow called
Paynesholm from the knight Roger of Helpston, and another from
Thorold of Castor, which were valued at 5 marks a year, from which he
assigned 40s. to commemorate his anniversary, to be received from the
abbot’s chamber.”” Abbot William assigned all of this meadowland to

72 This became a cause célébre: Powicke, Henry III, 1, pp. 348-9, 354. Matthew
Paris says that the abbot was ill-treated whilst at the papal court and died
from grief soon after his return: Paris, 4, pp. 414-15.

73 Sw. fo. 82r-v (dated 1244: ‘magnum priuilegium’ in rubric). Sw. fos. 82r-84v,
contains ten privileges of Pope Innocent IV, none of them relating to judges
delegate, but the papal registers show this was a routine grant at that time.

74 Sw. fo. 106v

75 Sw. fo. 106v

76 Humphrey of Bassingbourn, in 1252: Pytchley, p. 73.

77 Sw. fo. 107r, dated 1245.
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abbatis plenarie celebrandum.// Quique etiam pluribus uoluminibus
bonis et pulcherimis ecclesiam nostram ditauit, que in rotulo cantoris
plenius annotantur.”

47. Regem \Henrici iiij/ quoque et reginam \Helyan®/ filiumque
eorum \Edward/ etiam principes et magnates Anglie xeniis’ et
iocalibus auri et argenti \et equis/ sepissime honorabat, et hec quidem
omnia pro pace et tranquillitate et libertatum defensione sue ecclesie.
Preterea dedit aliquando regi Henrico quarto Ix marcas ad subsidium
apud Wallias,” et iterum postea Ix ad filiam suam Margaretam
maritandam.® Ipse quidem quando ultimo mare transiturus erat dedit
feretris trium uirginum,; et celature ecclesie duo paria bacinarum noua
et preciosa de precio xvij marcarum et dimidii; et duas nouas cuppas
de argento deauratas et artificiose operatas de precio xvj marcarum.
Que omnia successor eius abbas Willelmus mutuo accepit.© Maximam
quoque copiam uasorum atque iocalium cum moreretur, que omnia
in capitulo delata fuerunt et ad uoluntatem conuentus [Wh. fo. 820]
disposita. Dedit etiam x marcas ad opus stallorum et maiorem partem
grossi merimii.? Recepit hospicio itaque ipsum regem predictum bis
magnis sumptibus et honoribus pluribus. Semel quidem cum regina
\et filio suo Edwardo/*®" Introitus uero noui refectorii cum magna
diligencia et expensis faciebat, scilicet cum abbatibus, prioribus
et multis uiris religiosis, set et militum, clericorum et secularium
multitudine maxima.

48. Ipse quidem infra curiam et ad maneria multa fecit edificia. Erexit
infra curiam® magnam illam domum in qua habentur duo molendina
equina et horreum feni; fecitque coquinam abbatis. Apud grangias
Burgi unam grangiam nouam et boueriam nouam coopertam lapide.
Apud Torp renouauit totam grangiam et fecit boueriam nouam.
Apud Castre augmentauit dimidiam partem grangie, fecit coquinam
nouam et braseriam. Apud Glintun’ horeum nouum, granarium
nouum, \utrumque/ coopertum lapide. Apud Witheringtun’
granarium nouum. Apud Heye nobile edificium, scilicet aulam,
solarium, cum capella, et subtus cellaria, coquinam, omnia de lapide
et ligno, insuper duas portas, et cinxit totum boscum largo fossato
cum ponte tractabili, horreum nouum, bercariam nouam, boueriam
nouam. Apud Wermingtun’ molendinum nouum aquaticum cum
duabus [Sw. fo. 25v] multuris. Apud Undele nouam boueriam. Apud
Assetun’ nouam boueriam. Apud Nouum Locum magnam domum

*Eleanoram Wh b exenniis Wh ¢Reliquit etiam quamdam partem
pecunie scilicent lij marcas uel eo amplius crossed out  “meremii Wh
¢id est abbaciam Wh

78 Library, BP7, pp. 26-8, a total of twenty volumes.
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the pittancer to fittingly celebrate Abbot Walter’s anniversary. He also
enriched our church with a good number of useful and sumptuous
books, as is fully noted in the rolls of the precentor.”®

47. He very frequently gave gifts and precious objects in gold and
silver and horses to King Henry IV and Queen Eleanor and their son
Edward and the princes and magnates of England. He did this for
peace and ease of mind and the defence of the liberty of his church.
Besides this, on one occasion he gave King Henry IV 60 marks for
his expenses in Wales,” and immediately after that 60 marks for the
marriage of his daughter Margaret.*® When he was about to cross the
sea for the last time he gave to the shrines of the Three Virgins, and
for the decoration of the church, two pairs of lamp-basins, new and
most precious, valued at 172 marks; also two new cups of silver gilt,
very finely worked, worth 16 marks. All of which his successor Abbot
William gave as security for a loan. He left a great quantity of plate
and precious objects, which were taken in to the chapter-house and
disposed of as the convent ordained. He also gave 10 marks for work
on the choir stalls along with most of the great timbers. He received
the king on two occasions with great honour and lavish hospitality.*'
On one occasion, the king came with his queen and his son Edward.
He was received into the new refectory with much ceremony and
expense, namely with abbots, priors and other religious men, along
with knights, clerics and a very great number of lay folk.

48. He put in hand extensive building works within the monastic
precincts and on the manors. Within the precincts he built a large
complex containing two horse-driven mills and a hay barn; he also
made the abbot’s kitchen. At Boroughbury he put up a new grange
and a stone-covered cowshed. At Longthorpe he renovated the whole
of the grange and made a new cowshed. At Castor he extended the
grange and made a new kitchen and a brewhouse. At Glinton a new
hay barn and a new granary, each with a stone roof. At Werrington a
new granary. At Eye a splendid set of buildings, namely a hall, a solar
and a chapel, with a cellar beneath them, and a kitchen, all of stone
and wood, and beside this two gatehouses, and he enclosed all of the
woodland with a wide ditch, and a swing-bridge, a new hay barn, a

79 The scutage of Deganwy, 1245. A list of the payments made by the
Peterborough knights is in Sw. fo. 371r-v, extracted in Pytchley.

80 A feudal aid was granted in 1245 for the marriage of Henry III's daughter,
Margaret, to Alexander of Scots: Maddicott, English Parliament, p. 461.

81 Henry III was at Peterborough between 28 Feb. and 2 Mar. 1234, 13 Nov. 1235,
and 7 Oct. 1236, when the queen ‘offered a ring to the arm of St Oswald: CCR,
1231-34, p. 383; CFR Henry II1, 3, pp. 94-5, 190-1; Wardrobe Accounts, p. 16. The
mention of Edward, born 1239, is a later addition and may refer to a later visit.
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et sumptuosam ad opus boum*® Apud Stanewigge bercariam nouam.
Apud Hirtlingburc® [Wh. fo. 83r] bouariam nouam et stabulum nouum.
Apud Keteringe nobilem aulam coopertam lapide, bercariam nouam,
et boueriam nouam. Apud Cotingham horreum nouum, pistrinum
nouum, coquinam nouam. Apud Estune’ duas grangias nouas et
solarium nobile, et subtus granarium, boueriam nouam; fecit etiam
ibidem essartare ij carucatas terre. Apud Tynewelle nouam grangiam
lapide coopertam, columbarium. Apud Waltun’ nouam grangiam.
Apud Scotere grangiam, boueriam, et stabulum. Apud Fiskertun’
renouauit totam aulam, et dimidium grangie. Apud Colingham
nouum talamum cum capella. Apud Walecote grangian nouam et
talamum nouum. \\Hic etiam emit apud Stanewigge xij acras terre
de Roberto de Belle milite, et apud Castre vij acras terre de Roberto
de Paston’. Apud Turleby aulam? nouam. Apud Colingham nouum
molendinum et iij bercarias nouas.//

49. Hec igitur ceteraque beneficia tam multipliciter et benigne a sua
liberalitate nobis inpensa sibi Domino prestante uitam inpetrent
sempiternam. Fuit siquidem uir iste erga omnes pius et misericors. In
capitulo nullum nisi suis meritis exigentibus calumpnians infestabat
aut cruciabatur. Et tunc quasi inuitus. In talibus uero set et in omnibus
agendis suis nichil sine consilio maiorum aut saniorum faciebat.
Consilium tamen quorundam fratrum animum suum sepe a suo statu
peruertebat. Hic uero neminem de suis tenentibus, nec diuitem nec
pauperem, aliquibus indebitis exaccionibus uexare curabat. Set si [Wh.
fo. 83v] quis pauper, siue uir siue mulier, coram eo pro qualicumque
necessitate aut negocio flendo conquereretur, statim in lacrimas
prorumpendo misericorditer cum eo agebat. Unde ipsis sicut et nobis
gaudium et tranquillitas, intus et extra, cunctaque bona continue
habundabant. Erat etiam erga conuentum semper adeo benignus et
fauorabilis, ut si aliqundo de pane aut potu aut de alia quacunque re
que eum tangebat coram eo in capitulo fieret querela, statim accersitis
hiis qui talia ministrare debebant de meliori ubicunque inueniretur
aut de proprio aut de empto ut emendaretur minando precipiebat.
Similiter per maneria sua, ore suo cum ibi ueniret, absens uero per
litteras suas sepissime precipiebat.

50. Erat itaque semper Deo deuotus, omnibus exemplum religionis et
honestatis, continencie et sobrietatis, quomodo quisquis in claustro et
in seculo se habere deberet. Recepit itaque Domino inspirante caritatis
intuitu xxx monacos Thesu Christo perpetue famulandos. Ultimo
autem cum de transmarinis partibus infirmitate sui corporis grauatus
accessisset \\anno Domini M.CC.XLYV// obiit decimo tercio anno

“pro boueria Wh " Irtlingburgh” Wh ¢Eston” Wh “fecit add. Wh
¢ faciebat crossed out
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new sheepcote and a new cowshed. At Warmington a new watermill
with two grindstones. At Oundle a new cowshed. At Ashton a new
cowshed. At New Place a fine new building for the use of the oxen.
At Stanwick a new sheepcote. At Irthlingborough a new cowshed and
a new stable. At Kettering an impressive hall roofed in stone, a new
sheepcote and a new cowshed. At Cottingham a new hay barn, a new
bakehouse, and a new kitchen. At Easton two new granges with a fine
solar and a granary beneath, and a new cowshed; and he made an
assart of two carucates of land here. At Tinwell a new stone-covered
grange and a dovecote. At Walton a new grange. At Scotter a new
grange, a cowshed, and stables. At Fiskerton he renovated all of the
hall and a half of the grange. At Collingham a new private chamber
and a chapel. At Walcot a new grange and a new private chamber. At
Stanwick he also bought 12 acres of land from the knight Robert de
Bello, and at Castor 7 acres from Robert of Paston. At Thurlby he built
a new hall. At Collingham a new mill and three new sheepcotes.

49. May these and many other blessings he so liberally bestowed on
us be brought to the sight of the Lord and gain for him everlasting
life. This was a man who was gentle and merciful towards all. In the
chapter-house he would not pursue offenders or impose punishments
unless for the most serious cause and then only reluctantly. In such
cases, and indeed in all other matters, he did nothing without the
counsel of the older or sounder monks, though it has to be said that the
advice of some of the brothers frequently led him to forget his status.
He never vexed any of his tenants, whether rich or poor, with any
sort of unjust exaction. If any poor person, whether man or woman,
appeared sorrowfully before him in financial or other difficulty,
he would straight way break down in tears in pity for them. In this
manner all suchlike, and we ourselves, lived in peace and joy, enjoying
an abundance of good things, within and without the monastery.
Towards the convent he was always gracious and well-intentioned, so
that if on any occasion he was told in chapter of a shortage of food
or drink or any other provisions which the monks needed, he would
straight away summon the relevant servants and severely enjoin them
to supply the best that was available either from his own supplies or by
buying them in. Likewise, he would very frequently issue instructions
in respect of his manors, either by word of mouth on his visits to them
or by his letters when he was away.

50. It can thus be seen that he was always a devout servant of God,
an example to all of the religious life and integrity, of continence and
sobriety, of how a man should conduct himself in the cloister and in the
secular world. Under the Lord’s guidance and with charitable intent
he received thirty monks to be servants of Christ Jesus for evermore.
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postquam sedem cure pastoralis est adeptus. Cui dominus per suam
graciam meritisque sancti Dei Genetricis et sancti Petri, sanctique
Benedicti necnon et omnium sanctorum in regione uiuencium uita et
gaudiis concedat perfrui sempiternis. Amen.

51. Hic etiam statuit festum dedicacionis ecclesie fieri [Sw. fo. 267]
principale, scilicet de camera sua xl s. ad illud sicut ad alia principalia
statuit et uinum.*” Hic etiam maximam partem marisci de Turleby
\\per perambulationem amisit/, [Wh. fo. 84r] propter confidenciam
stultam cuiusdam litere regie et per consilium quorundam qui se nimis
securos fecerunt. Quare nimis tepide circa illud negocium et expendit
et laborauit. Unde omnibus diebus uite sue corde contritus multum
illud plangebat. Multum itaque circa placitum de Croyland in uanum
laborauit \et/ expendit.®® Reliquit omnem abbaciam omnibus bonis
habundantem, scilicet instauro de equis, de’ bobus, uaccis, ouibus, set
et \de/ omnibus pecoribus in maxima multitudine, et in multis locis
bladum de tribus annis. Sed post decessum eius magister Rogerus de
Goseb\e/k, cui dominus rex custodiam abbacie commiserat, per suos
fere omnia destruebat, uendebat et asportabat.®

52. Hec inuenta sunt in camera eius post mortem eius. Una cuppa
deaurata et artificiose operata de pondere vij marcarum, precium
duplex pondus. Item alia plana de pondere lij s. vj d., precium pondus
et dimidium. Item duo paria bacinarum noua et preciosa, quorum
unum de pondere vij marcarum, precium pondus et quarta pars.
Item aliud par de pondere vj marcarum x s. precium pondus et tertia
pars. Ista omnia noua et preciosa. Item de uasibus usualibus, una
cuppa argentea deaurata de pondere v marcarum, precium pondus
et dimidium. Item alia cuppa deaurata, que quondam fuit Rogeri
prioris operata. Item ij ciphi argentei deaurati cum pedibus operatis,
de pondere xl solidorum, precium pondus et dimidium. \Item/ vj
plate argentee. Item coclearia xxix.” Duo monilia auri grossa. Anuli
aurei xxx de pondere ix s. j d. Ista quidem monilia et anuli de precio ix
ponderium. Ista sufficiunt de metallo. [Wh. fo. 84v] Item iiij cuppe de
mazaro, omnes cum operculis pedibus et punulis deauratis, quarum
\una/ fuit de precio vj marcarum uel eo amplius. Ciphus unus de
mazaro cum pede deaurato, ij nuces cum pedibus et circulis deauratis.
Nauicula de mazaro. De denariis ]j li. xiiij s. Penula quedam de ueir® xx
s. Quatuor cultelli mensales.” Et multa alia que non erat scripta.

“om Wh ! xxix cocleariagentea Wh ¢ precium add. Wh 4 Sw ends here

82 Sw. fos. 106v-107r, but with no mention of the wine.

83 A settlement of one of the issues in dispute was reached early in the next
abbacy, that of William Hotot, mediated by his brother, Richard Hotot: CP
25(1)/73/35, no. 548; Sw. fo. 170r-v.
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On the last occasion when he crossed the sea he was very sick and he
died in the thirteenth year after he had taken up the cure of souls, in
the year of Our Lord 1245. May the Lord grant him everlasting life and
joy through his grace and the merits of his blessed mother and St Peter
and St Benedict and of all the saints in the land of the living. Amen.

51. He also established that the feast of the dedication of our church
should be a principal feast, so that 40s. from his chamber and the wine
should be provided as with other principal feasts.®> He lost through
a perambulation the greater part of the marsh of Thurlby, through
having a foolish confidence in a writ of the king and taking advice
from some who were excessively careless. It cost him a great deal in
time and in money, and it greatly weighed on his conscience for the
rest of his days. Similarly he laboured and spent money in vain on
the plea of Crowland.® He left his whole abbey with an abundance of
resources, in horses, oxen, cows, sheep, and all manner of livestock,
while in many places there was grain for three years. But after his
death, master Roger of Gosbeck, to whom the king had committed
the custody of the abbey, caused his men to destroy, sell, or carry off
almost all of it.%

52. The following were found in his chamber after his death: A gold-
plated cup of fine workmanship weighing seven marks, valued at
twice its weight. Another cup, undecorated, weighing 52s. 6d., valued
at one and a half times its weight. Two pairs of basins, new and most
precious, one of them weighing seven marks and valued at one and
a quarter times its weight, the other weighing six marks ten shillings
and valued at one and a third times its weight. All of the above were
new and extremely valuable. Of vessels in everyday use, one silver-gilt
cup weighing five marks, valued at one and a half times its weight.
Another gilded cup, originally made for Prior Roger. Two silver-gilt
bowls, with ornamental mounts, weighing 40 shillings and worth
one and a half times their weight. Six silver plates. 29 spoons. Two
large gold chains. 30 gold rings, weighing 9s. 1d. All of these chains
and rings were worth nine times their weight. This will suffice for
the metalwork. Four mazer cups, the covers, the lids and the mounts
gilded, one of which was worth six marks or even more. One mazer
bowl with a gilded mount. Two cups made of walnut, the mounts and
the rims gilded. One mazer vessel in the shape of a boat. In cash £51
14s. A fur-lined cape worth 20s. Four table knives. And much else that
was not written down.

84 Roger of Gosbeck was ordered to give William Hotot seisin by letter dated
11 Feb. 1246: CPR, 1232-47, p. 473. The vacancy account survives: see above,
p. 47.
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Eidem Waltero successit frater Willelmus Hotot.

De abbate Willelmo Hotot et eius operibus

53. Willelmus Hotot monachus Burgi et professus, natus in Carleton’
iuxta Cotingham, electus est in abbatem Burgi die Uedasti et Amandi,
anno Domini M.CC.XLVI. Hic dedit duos pannos de serico diuersimode
radiatos ac unam tunicam et dalmaticam de bono serico. Fecit eciam
fieri capellam et cameram apud Cotingham. Et v libros fecit fieri, ut
patet in rotulis precentoris.* Adquisiuit eciam cartam domini regis de
nundinis apud Oxeneye.*

54. Plures ordinaciones siue constituciones bonas fecit et eas per
cartam suam confirmauit, sic dicendo:

85
86

Sine communi consensu conuentus nullam composicionem de
libertatibus uel possessionibus alienandis de cetero faciemus,
nec wardas conferemus, nec boscum uel alnetum uendemus, sine
conuentus consilio, ut predictum est; nec aliquid arduum ipsis
inconsultis attemptabimus uel faciemus. Preterea concedimus
quod unus uel duo monachi sunt custodes maneriorum abbatis
sine intermissione, et duo receptores omnium denariorum de
dictis maneriis et de omnibus ad eadem maneria pertinentibus
proueniencium; uidelicet unus monachus domi residens et unus
[Wh. fo. 85r] capellanorum abbatis; et quod denarii domini regis
per manum monachi recipiantur et ad scaccarium soluantur.
Volumus eciam quod conuentus sciat semel singulis annis statum
tocius abbacie. Et ne processu temporis condicio conuentus nostri
deterioretur, concedimus et firmiter promitimus quod neque nos
neque successores nostri porcionem conuentus diminuemus uel
diminui procurabimus. Concedimus eciam quod parentes et noti
monachorum competenter et sufficienter in cibo et potu meliori
quam solito de celario abbatis procurentur. Et quod obedientarii
socios habentes indicent sociis suis recepta et expensas mobilium et
immobilium, et inde inuicem scripta habeant, sub pena amotionis
illius hoc statutum contempnentis. Et quod uacantibus obedienciis
omnia bona obedienciarorum illesa et integra successuris
obedienciariis obseruentur, qui de consilio abbatis et conuentus
sine dilacione substituantur. Preterea concedimus quod si dominus
papa uel aliquis eius auctoritate aliquid nomine contribucionis a
nostro exigat monasterio, nos et successores nostri obediencias,

Library, BPS, pp. 28-9.

20 Aug. 1249, grant of a fair of eight days from the vigil of the feast of the
Nativity of Our Lady (7-14 Sept.): CChR., 1, 12261257, p. 344; the charter is
Sw. fo. 56r.
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Walter was succeeded by brother William Hotot.

Abbot William Hotot and his deeds.

53. William Hotot, born in Carlton next Cottingham, a monk of
Peterborough who had made his profession there, was elected as abbot
of Peterborough on the day of Sts Vedast and Amand [6 February] in
the year of Our Lord 1246. He gave two bales of silk with variegated
stripes and one tunicle and dalmatic of fine silk. He built a chapel
and private quarters at Cottingham. He had five books transcribed, as
appears in the precentor’s rolls.*> He also acquired a royal charter in
respect of the fairs at Oxney.®

54. He made several commendable ordinances or constitutions and
confirmed them by his charter, in these terms:

Without the common counsel of the convent we will henceforth
give no undertaking to grant away any franchises or possessions,
nor will we bestow wardships, or sell woodland or alder-holts,
without the counsel of the convent, as has been stated, nor
will we embark on or conclude any complex business without
consulting them. Besides this, we grant that one or two monks
shall be wardens of the abbot’s manors on a full-time basis,
and that there shall be two receivers of all the revenues arising
from these manors and from everything pertaining to them;
namely one monk living in the monastery and one of the abbot’s
chaplains; and that moneys due to the king should be received by
that monk and paid in to the exchequer. We also wish that once
every year the convent should be appraised of the balance sheet
of the whole monastery. In order that the position of the convent
should not be lessened through the passage of time, we grant and
firmly promise that neither we nor our successors will dilute or
seek to reduce the portion of the convent. We grant also that the
relatives and friends of the monks shall be adequately and suitably
supplied with food and drink from the abbot’s cellary, in better
fashion than they have been of late. Also that obedientiaries who
have assistants shall declare their receipts and expenses, both fixed
and variable, to those assistants, and that these should be written
down, with copies made for each party: anyone who ignores this
ordinance is to lose his office. When obediencies fall vacant, all the
goods of the obedientiaries shall be preserved unharmed and in
full for the benefit of their successors, who should be appointed
without delay after consultations between the abbot and the
convent. We grant further that should the pope or anyone acting
on his authority demand any payment from our monastery, we
and our successors will not require the obediences to contribute to
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nisi dominus papa in literis suis de conuentu specialem fecerit
mensionem, ad contribuendum non compellemus.*

Omnes istas composiciones et plures alias dominus Hugo Lincolniensis
episcopus per cartam suam confirmauit.*

55. Ac eciam iste abbas Willelmus cartam de manerio de Goseberk’
cum pertinenciis suis confirmauit. Similiter de manerio de Belasis’
cum suis pertinenciis, prout abbas Walterus predecessor eius
ordinauit, per cartam confirmauit, scilicet ubi abbas solebat recipere
de celerario conuentus pro dicto manerio de Belasis” [Wh. fo. 85v]
quandam summam bladi, scilicet frumenti et brasei, ut prescribitur,
pro octo monachis sustinendis. Et celerarius solebat recipere de
camera abbatis viij li. argenti pro octo festis principalibus per annum
celebrandis, et xI s. ex concessione dicti Walteri abbatis pro festo
principali dedicacionis celebrando. Iam unum et aliud sub equali
recompensacione cessabunt, ita quod abbas sustentet predictos octo
monachos sine blado recipiendo de Belasise, et quod celerarius celebret
predicta festa principalia more solito sine denariis de camera abbatis
petendis seu recipiendis.”

56. Assignauit eciam iste abbas Willelmus conuentui pratum de
Peychirch’” quod uocatur Paynesholm, quod pratum abbas Walterus
emit de Rogerus de Helpeston’, et quatuor acras et dimidium prati in
pratis de Castre, quas idem abbas emit de Willielmo filio Thoroldi de
Castre. Et per consensum conuentus totum predictum pratum idem
abbas Willielmus assignauit ad pitanciariam ad anniuersarium dicti
domini Walteri abbatis annuatim honorifice faciendum, quod quidem
pratum iam tenet elemosinarius et facit anniuersarium predictum.
Assignauit eciam idem abbas Willelmus camerarie conuentus
capitale mesuagium in Northburgh’” cum omnibus pertinenciis et
libertatibus suis in Makeseye et alibi, quod Galfridus filius Galfridi
de Northburgh’ ex perquisicione dicti Walteri abbatis in perpetuam
elemosinam memorato Burgi contulit monasterio, ut patet per
cartam eiusdem Galfridi.”® Tempore enim compositionis istius carte
conuenerunt iste abbas Willelmus et conuentus in unum locum
seorsum extra capitulum ut tractarent quid et quantum deberet reddi
pro isto tenemento et quis illud teneret. Postquam autem [Wh. fo. 867]
omnium opiniones, raciones, et sentencie in medio prolate fuissent,
per dictum abbatem Willelmum, assensu conuentus interueniente,
diffinitum est quod camerarius illud teneret. Et quia sepius contigit
quod fratres intus et extra minus decenter quam conueniret ornati
fuissent, tum propter uestimentorum carentiam tum calciamentorum

87 Sw. fo. 107r-v, dated 1248.
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this payment, unless the papal mandate specifically mentions the
convent.¥

All these agreements and many others Henry, bishop of Lincoln,
confirmed by his charter.®

55. Abbot William also confirmed a charter which concerned the
manor of Gosberton with its appurtenances. Similarly he confirmed
the manor of Belsize with its appurtenances by charter, in the terms set
out by his predecessor Abbot Walter. Namely that while the abbot used
to receive from the convent cellarer, in respect of the manor of Belsize,
a fixed amount of grain (in wheat and malt) in order to support eight
monks. And the cellarer used to receive from the abbot’s chamber £8
in cash to celebrate the eight principal feasts of the year, and 40s. by
grant of Abbot Walter to celebrate the feast of the main dedication.
Each of these payments ceased, the concessions balancing out, so that
the abbot should support these eight monks without receiving grain
from Belsize, while the cellarer should celebrate the great feast days in
the accustomed way, without requesting or receiving any money from
the abbot’s chamber.*

56. Abbot William also assigned to the convent the meadow in
Peakirk which is called Paynesholm, which Abbot Walter had
bought from Roger of Helpston, and 42 acres of meadowland in the
meadows of Castor, which the same abbot had bought from William
son of Thorold of Castor. With the consent of the convent, Abbot
William assigned all this meadowland to the pittancer so that the
anniversary of Abbot Walter might be honourably commemorated
every year. The almoner now holds this meadowland and keeps the
anniversary. Abbot William also assigned to the convent chamberlain
the capital messuage in Northborough, with all its appurtenances and
liberties in Maxey and elsewhere, which Geoffrey son of Geoffrey of
Northborough, by purchase of Abbot Walter, gave to the monastery
in perpetual and free alms, as appears in Geoffrey’s charter.”® At the
time this charter was drawn up, Abbot William and the convent met
at a place outside the chapter-house, to discuss how much should
be rendered for this tenement and who should hold it. After all the
opinions, arguments and precedents had been discussed publicly, it
was determined by Abbot William, with the asset of the convent, that
the chamberlain should hold it. And since it was frequently the case
that the brethren both within and outside the house were less well

88 Henry of Lexington, 1253-1258: Fasti, 3: Lincoln, p. 4.

89 On the arrangements here one text is Sw. fo. 107v; see further 31 above.

90 The charter of Abbot William is Sw. fo. 108r. The remainder of the paragraph,
relating to the use of the land, replicates a gloss to this charter.
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inopiam, redderet singulis annis preter antiquam assisam ualorem x.
marcarum pro predicto tenemento, uidelicet viij coopertoria quodlibet
de precio vj s. et viij d. et xij tunicas quamlibet de precio iij s. et xij
paria sotularium estiualium, quodlibet de precio ij s., et quater xx
paria caligarum de tenui panno, quodlibet de precio iij d.

57. Iste Willelmus gratis cessit in die sancti Nicolai, anno Domini
M.CCXL.IX et assignatum fuit ei manerium de Colingham® ex
ordinacione diocesani et assensu conuentus, \\uidelicet anno
pontificatus domini Roberti Grostet quintodecimo ad sustentacionem
dicti domini Willelmi et duorum monachorum dicte domus quos
uoluerit de consensu conuentus se comemoraturos quibus pro
arbitrio suo mutat’// et ibi traxit moram per aliquod tempus quousque
reuocatus erat per Iohannem de Caleto eius successorem, qui statuit
moram eius apud Oxeneye, percipiendo cotidie de celario et de
coquina conuentus tanquam quatuor monachi Et ibidem uitam finiuit,
et post apud Burgum deductus, in uigilia Epiphanie ante altare sancti
Benedicti sepultus est. Cuius anime propicietur Deus. Amen. Successit
ei lohannes de Kaleto.

De Iohanne de Kaleto abbate et eius operibus bonis

58. Iohannes de Kaleto cognominatus, natus in Normania de
nobili. prosapia, in adolescencia sua factus erat monachus quando
septennis extiterat annis. Et postea in Angliam deductus et Wintonie
in ecclesia sancti Swithuni disciplinis regularibus suffi{lWh. fo. 86v]
cienter edoctus, et de uirtute in uirtutem proficiens, ordinis monastici
disciplinam quam in adolescencia didicerat operibus et exemplis
formam religiose uiuendi et sancte conuersandi omnibus et singulis
eiusdem cenobii fratribus ministrabat. Unde Domino disponente,
qui gressus hominum dirigit ad salutem, meritis exigentibus, post
multorum annorum curricula electus est et prefectus in priorem
ecclesie Winton, ubi strenue se habens ecclesiam suam in paruo
tempore multum locupletauit. Et postea, postquam abbas Burgi
dominus Willelmus Hotot gratis cesserat, prenotatus dominus
Iohannes, regis interueniente fauore, in abbatem Burgi electus est,
anno Domini M.CC.XL.IX.

59. Abbaciam in temporalibus et spiritualibus optime rexit. Cognatus
erat regine Anglie, unde thesaurarius regis Henrici iiij et iusticiarius
itineris erat. Confratres suos multum diligebat, et statum conuentus
meliorauit et porcionem eorum in multis aumentauit, solicitus
semper in unitate spiritus seruare uinculum pacis. Et celerarium
suum uidelicet Robertum de Sutton’ et alios ministros suos solicite

“ Clumsily amended from Cotingham
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attired than was seemly, as a result of a lack of clothing and a shortage
of footwear, ten marks were to be paid from this tenancy, over and
above the old allowance, to provide eight outer garments valued at 6s.
8d. and twelve coats each at 3s. and twelve pairs of sandals at 2s. and
eighty pairs of hose made of thin cloth at 3d. each.

57. Abbot William freely resigned his office on the day of St Nicholas
[6 December] in the year of our Lord 1249. The manor of Collingham
was assigned to him by order of the bishop and with the assent of
the convent. This was in the fifteenth year of the episcopate of Robert
Grosseteste, for the support of Dom William and two monks of the
house who resided there with him, with their agreement and that of
the convent, whom he could change at will. He lived there for some
time until he was recalled by John of Caux his successor, who required
him to stay at Oxney, receiving there each day from the cellary and
the convent kitchen the entitlement of four monks. He died there,
and was then brought to Peterborough and buried on the vigil of the
Epiphany before the altar of St Benedict. May God have mercy on his
soul. Amen. He was succeeded by John of Caux.

Abbot John of Caux and his good deeds.

58. John called of Caux, who was born in Normandy of a noble line,
became a monk as a boy when he was seven years old. Later he was
brought to England and was properly educated in the religious life at
St Swithun’s, Winchester. There he grew steadily in virtue, offering to
each and every one of the brethren of that house, by word and deed,
a model of the religious life and sound conversation, in conformity
with the monastic discipline that he had learnt as a young man. And
so by the disposition of the Lord, who guides the path of men to
salvation, these qualities being manifest, after many years had passed
he was elected and installed as prior of Winchester. There through
his energy he greatly enriched his church in a short time. Then, after
William Hotot, abbot of Peterborough, had freely resigned his office,
John was with royal support elected to the abbacy of Peterborough in
the year of our Lord 1249.

59. He was an excellent head of house in both secular and spiritual
affairs. He was a kinsman of the queen of England, and because of
this he was made treasurer of King Henry IV and was an eyre justice.
He was most solicitous of his brethren, improving the condition of the
convent and greatly increasing its resources, always anxious to bind
them together in peace. He would very often anxiously admonish
his cellarer, Robert of Sutton, and his other officials, that nothing
should be lacking for the convent during his absences; for he was
often away from the monastery, at court and elsewhere, because of his
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et frequenter admonens, ne in eius absencia conuentus aliquem
defectum pateretur. Frequenter enim absens erat extra abbaciam, in
curia regis et alibi propter officium thesaurarie sibi commissum et
quia erat iusticiarius domini regis. Semper enim quando domi redibat,
antequam capitulum ingrederetur, a priore et a senioribus diligenter
inquirebat de celerario suo et de aliis obedienciariis et ministris,
qualiter circa statum conuentus agebatur, et utrum tempore absencie
sue aliquem defectum confratres sui paterentur [Wh. fo. 87r] uel
minus bene eisdem ministraretur. Et si omnia bene et prospere circa
statum conuentus forent, audacter capitulum ingrederetur; sin autem,
aliquod exennium conferret eisdem, aliquando unum doleum optimi
uini uel aliquid aliud nouum ante ingressum capituli. Ut sic sine
murmuracione aliqua seu graui querela illa uice pertransiret.

60. Dominum Willelmum Hotot predecessorem suum reuocauit de
Colingham et ordinauit moram eius apud Oxeneye ad terminum uite
sue, assignando eidem ad uictum cotidianum porcionem quatuor
monachorum de celario et coquina conuentus, subtrahendo de
porcione sua et capellanorum suorum quantum recipere solebat de
celario et coquina conuentus, ad totam uitam predicti Willelmi.

61. Assignauit eciam hostilarie et refectorarie annuum redditum
xvj s. de domibus in suburbio London’ in parochia Sancti Sepulcri,
singulis annis in perpetuum percipiendum, uidelicet viij s. refectorie
et viij s. hostilarie in suos usus conuertendos.” Hic eciam manerium
de Pokebroc emit de Roberto Fleming, qui dominus erat eiusdem uille
de Pokebroc et rector ecclesie ibidem.”” Et decem libras argenti per
singulos annos ad uinum pro conuentu de uilla predicta assignauit,
et cartam inde confectam conuentui dedit sigillo abbatis et conuentus
roboratam, cum sentencia excommunicationis in eos qui dictam
pecuniam in alios usus conuerterint.”® Statuens quinque dolia uini
fore emenda cum dictis decem libris ad usum conuentus, quum
tunc temporis pro x li. quinque dolia optimi uini poterant emi, et
pro precio minori uidelicet unum dolium pro ij marcis et aliquando
pro xx s. Discernens uero communi consensu predictum uinum
cotidianis diebus in refec[Wh. fo. 87v]torio sic expendi, uidelicet quod
quicunque presidens fuerit in refectorio Burgi singulis diebus anni
habebit coram eo unum galonem et dimidium boni uini fratribus et
hospitibus ibidem reficientibus distribuendum prout uiderit expedire,
tam in abbatis presencia quam in eius absencia. Similiter sacerdos
qui in dicta ecclesia magnam missam celebrauerit, unum galonem
de eodem uino percipiet, pro ministris suis uisitandis. Statuit ut
hoc uinum in refectorio et non alibi pro uoluntate alicuius sed inter

91 Charters relating to property in this parish are in Sw. fos. 196v-197r.
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commission as treasurer and because he was a royal justice. Very often
on his return to the monastery, before he went into the chapter-house,
he would enquire carefully of the prior and senior monks about the
cellarer and the other obedientiaries and officials, as to how things
stood with the convent, and whether during his absence anything
had been lacking for his brethren or whether they had been less
than well looked after. If all was set fair and the convent flourished,
then he would immediately go into the chapter-house. If not, then he
would make them a gift, perhaps a cask of fine wine or some other
treat, before he went into the chapter-house. In this way, on such an
occasion, everything would pass off smoothly and there would be no
discord.

60. He recalled his predecessor, William Hotot, from Collingham
and ordered that he should live at Oxney for the remainder of his life,
assigning him each day during his lifetime the rations of four monks
from the cellary and kitchen of the convent, less anything he and his
chaplains were entitled to receive from the cellary and the kitchen.

61. He assigned to the guestmaster and the refectorer annual rents
of 16s. from houses in the parish of St Sepulchre in the suburbs of
London, to be received each year in perpetuity, namely 8s. for the
refectorer and 8s. for the guestmaster, to be used for their work.”
He also purchased the manor of Polebrook from Robert Fleming,
who was lord of that township and rector of the church there.”> He
assigned £10 each year from it to provide wine for the convent, and
made a charter in respect of this which was strengthened with the
seals of abbot and convent, with an anathema on any who should
divert these revenues for their own purposes.” It was established that
5 tuns of wine should be purchased with the £10 for the convent’s use,
since at that time 5 tuns of fine wine could be purchased for £10, and
other wine could be purchased for less, some for 2 marks a tun, other
for 20s. By common agreement this wine was used each day in the
refectory in the following manner, that whoever presided each day of
the year in the refectory should have a gallon and a half of good wine
to be shared among the brethren and the guests who were at table as
seemed proper, whether the abbot was present or not. In like manner
the priest who said high mass in the church would have a gallon of the
same wine, for the support of his servants. It was established that this
wine should be shared among the brethren within the refectory, and

92 A gloss to Sw. fo. 108v: reads, ‘require cartam Roberti le Flemenk qui dedit
hanc terram ecclesie Burgi fol. 181". Chr. P, p. 15, notes the purchase of this
manor under the year 1252.

93 Sw. fo. 108v, dated 9 Apr. 1256.
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fratres ut dicitur fideliter expendatur. Et sciendum est quod de dicto
uino uoluit et ordinauit ut in die anniuersarii sui uniuersi et singuli
de congregacione, necnon et hospites religiosi, sicut moris est, honeste
procurentur in uino.

62. Dedit eciam unam cuppam de argento foris deauratam pro priore
in refectorio, et duos ciphos argenteos pro dicto uino distribuendo in
refectorio, ac duos ciphos de murro cum longis pedibus argenteis et
deauratis cum uersibus et scuto in fundo, et unum ciphum de murro
cum circulo deaurato sine pede, et nomen eius scriptum in fundo.

94
95

96

63. Carta ipsius Ilohannis.”* Uniuersis Christi fidelibus presens
scriptum uisuris uel audituris, Iohannes de Kaleto diuina
permissione abbas de Burgo Sancti Petri salutem in Domino. Nouerit
uniuersitas uestra quod cum disponente diuina pietatis prouidentia
regimen ecclesie Burgi nobis licet immerito fuisset commissum, et
nos dictam ecclesiam ere alieno aliquatinus grauatam, cuius eciam
bona mobilia a balliuis domini regis custodiam dicte domus tempore
uacacionis habentibus, in eo quod fere inuenimus confiscata. Ita
uidelicet quod oportuit nos de necessitate in his que uictui [Wh. fo.
88r] nostro et confratrum nostrorum ibidem Deo seruiencium necnon
et hospitum superuenientium essent necessaria, a die Purificacionis
beate Marie uirginis usque ad tempus messium proximo futurum
plenius prouidere. Quia eciam nos libertates dicte ecclesie illibatas
conseruare et pro nostra paruitatis potencia cum omni diligencia
laborauimus augmentare. Pro quibus eciam libertatibus que in
carta domini regis Henrici filii regis Iohannis plenius continentur
dicto domino regi et suis quingentas et sexaginta decem marcas
contulimus,” preter iocalia ceteris ministris regiis a latere collata,
preter eciam expensas quas circa dictas libertates adquirendas et
renouandas fecimus. Et nos eciam preter prouidentiam uictualium
prenominatorum interueniente diuine largitatis beneficio et deuoti
conuentus nostri suffragio de quingentis et quadraginta marcis
in quibus Herefordensis episcopus ecclesiam nostram ad curiam
Romanam obligauit;” et fere de omni debito eris alieni in quantum
pro qualitate temporis potuimus exonerauimus.

Dilecti filii nostri prior et conuentus dicte ecclesie humiles et deuoti
uolentes laboribus nostris et diligentie pro facultatis sue modulo

Sw. fo. 32r.
CChR, 1226-1257, p. 434, dated 12 June 1253. Fine Rolls Henry III, roll 50,
entry 37/971 in online edition, states that 200 marks had been paid in full
settlement.
CPR, 1247-58, p. 516, dated 14 May 1256, acknowledged the payment by
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not taken elsewhere for private consumption. With regard to this wine
it should be noted that he wished and ordained that on the day of his
anniversary each and every one of the community, as also religious
guests, should be properly supplied with wine, as was the custom.

62. He gave a silver cup, gilded on the outside, for the use of the prior
in the refectory, and two silver flagons for the distribution of this wine
in the refectory. Also two mazers with long mounts of silver gilt and
texts and a shield on the base; and a further mazer with no mount,
with a gilt rim and his name written on the base.

63. Charter of Abbot John* To all the faithful of Christ who shall
see or hear this letter, John of Caux, by divine disposition abbot of
Peterborough, sends greeting in the Lord. You should all be aware
that when through the gracious favour of divine providence the rule
of the church of Peterborough was granted to ourself, unworthy
though we are, our church was not a little burdened by debt. We
found that almost all its movable goods had been confiscated by the
bailiffs of the king who had held the house during the vacancy. It
was therefore incumbent on ourselves to supply provisions such as
were necessary for ourself and for our brethren there serving God
and for those visiting the house, which we undertook in full from
the day of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary up until the
harvest next following. We have laboured to preserve undiminished
the liberties of the church and as far as we could with limited
resources we have tenaciously sought to increase them. In respect of
those liberties which are fully set out in the charter of King Henry
son of John, we gave to that king and his men 570 marks,” not
including gifts to other ministers of the king sent with his authority,
nor the expenses which we incurred in acquiring and preserving
these liberties. In addition to providing the supplies which we
have listed above, with God’s help and with the gracious aid of our
convent, we have paid off the 540 marks assessed upon us by the
bishop of Hereford for the Roman church,” and so far as we could
in the circumstances we have paid all other debts that were due to
outsiders.

Our dear sons the prior and convent of this church, humbly
and devotedly wishing to repay our assiduous labours in some
small way so far as they are able, have kindly and graciously and

the abbot of 560 marks to Mainettus Spine and his fellows, merchants of
Florence. See further, Lunt, Financial Relations, pp. 266-9 (on the nature of
these transactions), GASA, 1, pp. 373-83; trans. pp. 484-8; DBM, pp. 278-9 (on
their unpopularity).
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uicem rependere, nolentes eciam huius nec alia beneficia nostra licet
parua uideantur obliuionem in posterum subire, ut successoribus
nostris in dicta ecclesia Deo seruientibus ad memoriam perpetuam
reducerentur, nobis unanimiter ad faciendum depositionis nostre
diem anniuersarium de bonis ecclesie curialiter concesserint et
benigne. Nos igitur ad dictum anniuersarium faciendum illam
culturam quam de riffleto iuxta boscum de Castre fecimus assartari
celerario conuentuali reddidimus [Wh. fo. 88v] et assignauimus in
perpetuum, ita uidelicet quod celerariius qui pro tempore fuerit
Christum in suis pauperibus ibidem eodem die aduenientibus,
secundum quod exitus dicte terre se potest racionalibiter extendere
pascat et recreet; panem cum allece dando cuilibet, et conuentum
ut debitum Deo famulatum deuocius exhibeant et ad illius
seruitium fortius assistant in tribus bonis ferculis solito uberioribus
procurando. Pitantiarius uero de quinque doliis uini, que ad opus
presidentis in refectorio et sacerdotis ebdomodarii contulimus,
sicut in aliis principalioribus anniuersariis eo die conuentui uinum
inueniet. Et ne aliquis successorum nostrorum dicte donacioni et
assignationi nostra contrauenire possit in posterum dilectis filiis
nostris prenotatis in pleno capitulo unanimiter annuentibus et
eciam intercedentibus sigillo nostro una cum sigillo capituli. nostri
presentem paginam roborauimus, et cetera.

64. Iste autem Iohannes dedit ad ecclesiam suam quinque capas de
rubeo samito et quinque libros, ut continetur in rotulis precentoris.”
Pauperes eciam dilexerat ualde et sepe recreauerat in cibis et potibus,
seruiens eisdem manibus propriis. Hic eciam fecit fieri magnam
domum infirmorum nouam sumptibus suis iuxta capellam sancti
Laurencii; et postea, toto opere consummato predictam domum
pauperibus repleuit et eos per tres dies continuos habundanter refecit.
Fecit eciam fieri unam magnam campanam, et est iste uersus circa: Ion
de Caux abbas Oswaldo contulit hoc uas. Multa alia bona fecit.

65. Vixit autem ille in regimine abbacie xiij annis. Tandem Lond” in
suis domibus obiit [Wh. fo. 89r] thesaurarius regis v nonas Martii,
anno Domini M.CC.LX.IL, deductus eciam apud Burgum et sepultus
est ante altare sancti Andree.”® Rex autem uendicauit palefridum et
cupam eiusdem, quam nunquam ante habuit. Cupam uero instanter
petendo optinuit sed palefridum non habuit. Ipse dimisit ecclesiam
suam in debito DCC marcarum et amplius. Omnia uasa et utensilia et
alia bona istius tam in auro quam in argento et aliis liberata fuerunt
conuentui per eius capellanos. Robertus eciam de Fulham clericus de

97  Library, BP9, pp. 29-30.
98 Where he lay in peace until his tomb was opened ‘when the pavement of
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unanimously made a grant to us from the goods of the church
to make an anniversary of the day of our burial. They have done
so since they do not wish that these and our other benefactions,
small as they have been, should be lost to mind in days to come,
and in order that our successors serving God in this church shall
have a reminder of them for all time. We ourselves have given and
assigned in perpetuity to the convent cellary to commemorate our
anniversary that field which we assarted from the alder-hey next
to the wood of Castor, so that whoever shall be cellarer at the time
shall feed and refresh Christ in the persons of the poor who shall
come on that day, as far as the produce of the land can reasonably
stretch, giving bread and herring to each one, and the convent
shall be supplied with three good and plentiful dishes, that they
may assist them more dutifully and to better effect. Moreover
the pittancer shall find wine for the convent on that day from the
five tuns of wine which we have assigned to the president in the
refectory and the duty priest for the week, as with the other major
anniversaries. In order that no successor of ours should be able to
contravene this gift and allocation, our dear sons aforesaid in full
chapter have unanimously asked and even implored that we should
fortify this writing with our seal alongside the seal of our chapter,
etc.

64. John of Caux gave to his church five silk copes of red samite and
five books, as is listed in the rolls of the precentor.” He truly loved
the poor and would often refresh them with food and drink, serving
them with his own hands. He made a large new infirmary at his own
expense next to the chapel of St Lawrence; and afterwards, when the
work was finished, he filled the building with poor folk and fed them
generously for three days running. He had a great bell made, with this
inscription: Abbot John of Caux gave this bell to Oswald. He did many
other good works.

65. Abbot John ruled the abbey for thirteen years. Then the treasurer
of the king died at his London house on 3 March 1263. He was brought
back to Peterborough and buried before the altar of St Andrew.”® The
king then claimed his palfrey and his cup, which had not been done
before: the cup he obtained just as soon as he asked for it, but the
palfrey he did not. He left his church with debts of 700 marks and more.
All his plate and household effects, and all his other goods, whether of
gold or silver, were delivered to the convent by his chaplains. Robert of
Fulham, a clerk of the exchequer, had charge of the abbey in the king’s

the south aisle of the choir was restored in 1936 W. T. Mellows, ‘Mediaeval
Monuments in Peterborough Cathedral’, PNHSAS, lecture 22 Jan. 1937.
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scaccario habuit custodiam abbacie nomine regis per v ebdomodas et
recepit de exitibus abbacie Cxj li. et amplius.”” Successit eciam dicto
Iohanni Robertus de Sutton’.

66. Robertus natus in Sutton” in parochia de Castre de Nasso Burgi,
monachus Burgi et professus, rite et canonice in abbatem Burgi electus
est per formam compromissi xvij kalendas Aprilis, anno Domini
M.CC.LX.I, et domini Henrici illustris regis Anglie quadragesimo
sexto,'” et confirmatus est vj kalendas Aprilis. Tertio uero nonas
eiusdem mensis fecit domino regi supradicto fidelitatem et recepit
baroniam. Sexto autem kalendas Maii benedictionem recepit a domino
Ricardo Lincolniensis episcopo,'” a quo erat confirmatus. In uigilia
apostolorum Petri et Pauli recepit homagia et fidelitates tenentium
ecclesie apud Castre; et in die apostolorum Petri et Pauli est installatus
a domino Egidio archidiacono Norhamtone'” ad mandatum episcopi,
et eodem die celebrauit ingressus suos cum magna multitudine
militum, clericorum, et aliorum, in presencia v abbatum, scilicet
Hugonis abbatis de Ramiseye, et Willelmi abbatis de Thorneye, et
Radulphi abbatis [Wh. fo. 89v] de Croyland, abbatis de Brunne, abbatis
de Sautre,'” et quinque priorum.

67. Et notandum quod iste electus dedit capam suam in qua fuit
benedictus ecclesie Lincolnie de gracia sua, sed qui receperunt
de consuetudine illam wuendicarunt. Similiter et archidiaconus
Norhamtone in installacione istius electi uendicauit palefridum ipsius,
sed non habuit. Similiter notandum sit quod comes marescallus
habuit quinque marcas pro palefrido istius electi, quando iurauit
fidelitatem regi. Item camerarius regis uendicauit capam istius electi
eodem tempore, sed nihil habuit. Statim post factam fidelitatem,
contulit electus domino Radulpho de Montibus canonico London"
C s. pensionem de camera sua, quod uocatur gratia regis, que postea
de uoluntate regis translata erat in Ricardum de Rowell” clericum de
scaccario, pro eo quod dictus Radulphus nunquam habuit literam
obligatoriam de predicta pensione nec fuit in possessione ipsam
percipiendi. Et sciendum quod quando rex transtulit pensionem istam
de uno in alium cauebat literatorie per literam, que est in thesausaria,
quod conseruaret abbatem et conuentum indempnes uersus dictum

99 His account survives in Pipe Roll TNA E372/108 (AALT Other accounts/dorse/
image 9228); there is almost complete English transcript in W. T. Mellows,
‘The Abbots of Peterborough’, PNHSAS 56 (1927), p. 53. The total accounted
for is £106 4s. 4%d, for the period 4 Mar. — 2 Apr. 1263; the similarity of the
figures suggests that the abbey had a copy of the account.

100 Henry III's 46th year ran from 28 Oct. 1261 to 27 Oct. 1262. The Old Style date
has confused the writer.



Walter of Whittlesey 121

name for five weeks and received £111 and more from the abbey’s
revenues.” Abbot John was succeeded by Robert of Sutton.

66. Robert, who was born in Sutton in the parish of Castor in
Nassaborough, a professed monk of Peterborough was by due process
and canonically elected abbot of Peterborough by compromission on
16 March in the year of our Lord 1263, the 46th year of the reign of
the illustrious Henry, king of England,'™ and was confirmed in office
on 27 March. On 3 April he paid homage to the king and received the
barony. On 26 April he was blessed by Richard, bishop of Lincoln,"”!
who confirmed his appointment. On the vigil of the feasts of saints
Peter and Paul he received homage and fealty from the men of the
church at Castor. On the feast day of Saints Peter and Paul [29 June]
he was installed by Giles, archdeacon of Northampton,'” acting on the
bishop’s precept, and on that day he celebrated his entry with a great
number of knights, clergy and other folk. Among those present were
five abbots — Hugh abbot of Ramsey, William abbot of Thorney, Ralph
abbot of Crowland, the abbot of Bourne, and the abbot of Sawtry'” —
and five priors.

67. As abbot-elect he gave the cope in which he had been blessed to the
church of Lincoln as a gift, though it had been claimed as a customary
payment. Similarly the archdeacon of Northampton at his installation
claimed his palfrey, but he did not obtain it. It should also be noted
that the earl marshal had five marks for the palfrey of the elect, when
he swore fealty to the king. The king’s chamberlain laid claim to his
cope on the same occasion, but he got nothing. Immediately after he
had sworn fealty the elect granted to Ralph de Montibus, a canon of
London,™ a pension of 100s. from his chamber, which was termed
‘the king’s gift.” Thereafter, as the king required, it was transferred to
Richard of Rowell, clerk of the exchequer, since Ralph had no letter of
authority in respect of this pension, nor had he any claim to receive
such. It should be noted that when the king transferred this pension
from the one to the other, he took care to have it written down in a
letter, which is in the treasury, that he would indemnify the abbot and
convent against Ralph. It should also be noted that the elect on St Peter’s

101 Richard of Gravesend, bishop of Lincoln, 1258-1279: Fasti, 3, p. 4.

102 Giles le Rous, archdeacon of Northampton, 1246-1272: Fasti, 3, p. 32.

103 Hugh of Sulgrave, abbot of Ramsey 1254-68; William of Yaxley, abbot of
Thorney 1261-93; Ralph Merk, abbot of Crowland 1254-80; Robert of Haceby,
abbot of Bourne 1259/60-75; Adam, abbot of Sawtry c.1237-82: Heads, 2, pp.
59-60, 75, 37, 341, 307.

104 Ralph de Montibus, prebendary of Cantlers, appointed 1262 in succession to
Walter of Merton: Fasti, 1: St Paul’s, London, p. 37.
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Radulphum. Et notandum quod iste electus die sancti Petri statim
postquam fuit installatus egrediebatur capitulum cum toto conuentu
ductus ab archidiacono Norhamtone installatore suo, ubi legebatur
litera episcopi de installacione, et secundum tenorem eiusdem literae
iniunctum fuit conuentui per predictum archidiaconum ut essent
eidem tanquam patri et pastori intendentes [Wh. fo. 90r] et obedientes.
Et in crastino tenuit idem abbas capitulum, ubi omnes obedienciarii
reddiderunt claues suas abbati, qui restituit eis officia sua.

68. Hoc anno statim post Pascha sederunt iusticiarii itinerantes
apud Lincolniam, uidelicet dominus Gilbertus de Preston” miles,
qui fuit capitaneus itineris, dominus Ricardus de Hemington’, et
socii sui. In isto itinere fuit abbas predictus ad sumptus amplos et
magnas liberalitates tam iusticiariis quam narratoribus et aliis de
comitatu. Verum iter istud remansit indeterminatum,'®® pro eo quod
comunis cursus guerre incepit circa festum Pentecostes inter regem
et barones, quorum capitaneus fuit dominus Simon de Monte forti
comes Leycestrie et senescallus Anglie, occasione prouisionum
Oxonie non obseruatorum. Unde iusticiarii timore perteriti latenter
recesserunt.'’

69. Hoc anno post Natale durante guerra mandauit rex seruicium
suum apud Oxenford,'”” sed facta somonicione seruicii per balliuos
feodales, prout moris est, tenentes miliciam nihil facere uoluerunt. Qui
immo per preceptum baronum intrauerunt uillam de Norhampton’ et
ipsam tenuerunt contra regem, licet quibusdam inuitis, et uexillum
cum clauibus sancti Petri cum aliis uexillis comitum et baronum per
muros circumquaque leuauerunt. Rex autem et Edwardus filius suus
primogenitus uenientes ad partes illas cum magno exercitu et [Wh. fo.
90v] circa medium Quadragesime obsederunt dictam uillam et castrum
de Norhamton’. Videns rex cum Edwardo filio suo primogenito
predictam uillam et castrum circuendo uexilla plurimorum super
muros extensa, tandem didicit et uidit uexillum monasterii sancti
Petri in subsidium baronum contra ipsum et suos extensum. Unde rex
maxime commotus iurans quod abbatem de Burgo et monasterium
suum funditus destrueret, ex eo quod esset de progenitorum suorum
et sua fundacione, et abbas et monachi tanquam ministri degeneres
in ipsum eorum fundatorem et alumpnum sic nequiter insurrexerunt.
Rex et Edwardus filius suus uillam et castrum de Norhamton’
ceperunt et illos qui infra extiterant ad castra et loca diuersa tanquam
prisones miserunt.

105 W. T. Mellows, ‘Simon de Montfort and the Peterborough Knights’, NNQ NS
5:6 (1922), pp. 126-37, prints a translation of the text from here to 88 (Abbot
Robert’s death).
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day, immediately after he had been installed, led by the archdeacon of
Northampton who had installed him, went with the whole convent to
the chapter-house, where the bishop’s letter regarding the installation
was read out; this provided that the archdeacon should admonish the
chapter that they should receive and be obedient to the abbot as to a
father and shepherd. On the following day the abbot held a meeting
of the chapter, at which all the obedientiaries surrendered their keys
to the abbot, who then restored their offices to them.

68. In this year immediately after Easter the itinerant justices —namely
Sir Gilbert of Preston, the head of the eyre, Richard of Hemington, and
their colleagues — sat at Lincoln. In this eyre the abbot put himself to
great expense and provided generous gifts to the justices and to the
serjeants and to others of the county. And yet this eyre would not be
concluded,'® for civil war started around the time of Pentecost between
the king and the barons, whose leader was Simon de Montfort, earl of
Leicester and steward of England, because the Provisions of Oxford
had not been observed. And so the justices returned home in fear and
trepidation.'®

69. In this year after Christmas, as the war continued, the king
ordered those who owed him service to come to Oxford;'” but
when the summons was made in the customary way, by the feudal
bailiffs, the military tenants refused to serve. Rather they forthwith
obeyed the barons” summons and entered the town of Northampton,
which they held against the king, though some did so unwillingly;
and they raised a banner displaying the keys of St Peter alongside the
other banners of the earls and barons around the town walls. Then
the king and the Lord Edward, his eldest son, came into this region
with a large army, and around the middle of Lent they besieged the
town and castle of Northampton. The king with Edward his eldest son
rode around the town and castle and saw the many banners displayed
on the walls, and he recognised the banner of the monastery of St
Peter displayed against him and his men in support of the barons.
The king was extremely angry at this and swore that the abbot and
his monastery should be utterly destroyed, since he and his ancestors
were the founders of the house, and the abbot and the monks like false
servants had shamefully risen up against their founder and patron.
The king and his son Edward captured the town and the castle of
Northampton and those whom they found there were sent to castles
and other places as prisoners.

106 Easter Day 1263 was 1 Apr. and Pentecost 20 May. The main session was later
viewed as having been concluded on 31 May: Crook, General Eyre, p. 133.
107 CCR, 1261-64, pp. 377-82; Maddicott, Simon de Montfort, p. 265.
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70. Dominus enim rex multum mouebatur uersus monasterium
Burgi, et eo amplius quod quidam de captis dixerunt se illuc extitisse
per preceptum abbatis de Burgo, et falso. Unde minante rex quod
domum destrueret, condolens autem abbas et timens quod rex ex
ira sua concepta ad uindictam procederet, mediante pecunia cum
donis ac amicis in curia regis procurantibus, idem abbas fecit plures
fines. Videlicet primo apud Notingham fecit finem cum domino rege
in festo Paschae pro seruicio suo non facto et omni transgressione
pro CCC marcis, de quibus C marce solute fuerunt in garderoba in
instanti [Wh. fo. 91r] apud Notingham, et C marce apud Tunbrigg’ in
eadem garderoba, et C marce post bellum de Euesham anno sequenti
in eadem garderoba;'® de auro regine ibidem xx li; de fine facto cum
domino Edwardo filio regis ibidem Ix li; de fine facto cum domino
la Souche vj li. xijj s. iiij d."” In expensis monachorum deferencium
pecuniam uersus eundem locum lviij s. j d.

71. Barones uero in partibus de Kent existentes castellum de Roucestr’
uiriliter obsederunt. Hoc regi nunciato in succursum obcessorum a
Notingham recessit.

72. Monachi uero qui fecerunt finem istum impetrarunt protectionem
regis in forma petita pro se et hominibus suis, et literas clausas
habuerunt omnibus quos nominare uoluerunt dicentes formam finis
et protectionis."® Nullus enim de parte regis deferre uoluit literis suis
cum sibi fuissent porrecte. Sed unusquisque per se depredabatur et
cepit redempcionem. Unde balliui Iohannis de Warenne, comitis Sur’,
in Stanford” habuerunt xI. marcas pro redempcione Nassi. Castellani de
Fodringeye habuerunt C s. pro contencione orta inter ipsos et homines
de Werm’. Dominus enim Warinus de Bassingbourne familiaris
domini Edwardi filii regis Henrici tunc temporis tenebat castrum
de Benefeld, quia dominus Winfridus prisonus erat.! Gentes autem
domini Warini depredate sunt manerium del Bigging’, et quadam
die cum transirent aquam de Undele ceperunt magnam predam
aueriorum, inter que acceperunt aueria [Wh. fo. 91v] de Aschton’, et
duxerunt apud dictum castrum de Benifeld. Hoc comperto gens autem
de Undele exiit, et magna pugna premissa abstulit ab eis dicta aueria,
quorundam predatorum capitibus et brachiis confractis, quorundam
autem equis occisis.

108 This fine of 300 marks, ‘pro servicio suo et de dono’, and the initial 100 mark
payment are recorded in the pipe roll for 1265-66: TNA E372/110 (AALT
Northants/separate continuance/image 9350): payment of the balance is
recorded in the following year, 1266-67: TNA E372/111 (AALT Northants/
dorse/image 9373)
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70. The king then took severe action against the monastery of
Peterborough, the more vigorously because some of those who had
been captured claimed they were there on the abbot’s orders, though
this was untrue. Since the king had threatened that the house would
be destroyed, the abbot was much agitated and feared that the king
would give effect to his anger, and so he made numerous fines,
mediated by money and gifts and by his friends at court. The first of
these was at Nottingham, where he settled with the king at Easter for
the non-performance of military service and for all other offences for
300 marks, which was paid into the wardrobe: 100 marks were paid
at Nottingham on the spot, 100 marks at Tonbridge, and 100 marks
after the battle of Evesham in the following year.!”® In queen’s gold at
Nottingham, £20; in fines with the Lord Edward, £60, and with Lord
Zouche, £6 13s. 4d.;'” and in expenses of the monks who carried the
money there, 58s. 1d.

71. The barons who lived in the region of Kent resolutely besieged the
castle of Rochester. When he heard of this the king left Nottingham
and went in support of the besieged.

72. The monks who concluded this agreement with the king formally
petitioned for the protection of the abbot and his men and they
obtained letters close addressed to those whom they nominated
setting out the terms of the agreement and this protection."® Not one of
the king’s party, however, on being shown these letters was prepared
to respect them. Each of them plundered us and received protection
money. Thus the bailiffs of John of Warenne, earl of Surrey, in Stamford
had 40 marks for the redemption of Nassaborough. The garrison of
Fotheringhay had 100s. in respect of the quarrel between them and the
men of Warmington. Now Warin of Bassingbourn, a member of the
household of Edward son of King Henry, at this time held the castle
of Benefield, since the lord Humphrey was imprisoned."! Warin’s men
plundered Biggin Grange, and one day as they were crossing the river
at Oundle they seized a great quantity of livestock, among which
were cattle from Ashton, and drove them to the castle of Benefield. On
hearing this, the men of Oundle came out and after a great brawl they
took the cattle back again, leaving the offenders with broken pates and
fractured limbs, while a number of their horses were killed.

109 Either Alan de la Zouche (d. 1270), sheriff of Northants, or his younger
brother, Eudo (d. 1279): CP, 12:2, pp. 932-4, 937-8. Eudo occurs below, 74.

110 13 Apr. 1264, at Nottingham, the abbot given protection until Michaelmas:
CPR, 125866, p. 311.

111 On the Bassingbourn fee, Pytchley, pp. 73-7, on Warin of Bassingbourn,
Maddicott, Simon de Montfort, pp. 307, 335. The main tenant at this time is
Humphrey, and Hunfrid” has become Winfrid'.
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73. Veniente rege cum exercito suo apud Stanford” in ebdomoda
Pasche, proficiendo apud Roucestr’ ad obsidionem remouendam,
abbas enim de Burgo misit exennia ampla regibus Anglie et
Alemannie, domino Edwardo, et multis aliis, qui omnes leto modo
susceperunt ea, preter dominum Edwardum, qui omnino renuit ea,
et hoc per procuracionem domini Warini, qui minati sunt in crastino
itinerando uillam de Undele. Sed hoc dimisso, quoniam abbas finem
fecit cum domino Warino pro Ix marcis. Item abbas dedit domino regi
quendam palefridum de precio xiiij marcarum.

74. Inter cetera fuerunt hec grauamina illata monasterio de Burgo,
contra prohibicionem domini regis et primogeniti sui domini Edwardji,
nec aliquid dicto monasterio restituere uoluerunt isti malefactores
pro literis domini regis uel cuiuscunque alterius quousque in
denariis recepissent quantum patet inferius. Alioquin omnia bona
ibidem inuenta dissipassent et consumpsissent. Erat enim depredati
ad manerium abbatis apud le Bigging’ ij affri ij boues et j uacca, de
precio xlvj s. viij d. Item ibidem xix qr. frumenti xvij qr. brasei et xxxiij
qr. auene, de precio xiij marcarum et dimidii. Item balliui comitis
Warenne asportarunt bladum de manerio de Tinewelle et Thurleby
ad ualorem x marcarum."?[Wh. fo. 92r] Item depredati fuerunt apud
Walmisford” de carectis abbatis xiij equi de precio xxiiij marcarum.
Item de longa carecta in itinere uersus regem v equi de precio xxx
marcarum. Preter hoc abbas dedit domino regi existenti apud Stanford”
j equum de precio xxiiij marcarum. Item Rogero de Leyburne j equum
precio xiiij marcarum."® Item domino Berengario le Moine j equum
precio x marcarum." Item in aliis exenniis domino regi ibidem factis,
et regi Alemannie fratri regis, et domino Edwardo regis primogenito
Cxiiij li. v s. ix. d. In prebendis equorum episcopi'®> eodem tempore
ad opus domini Edwardi la Souche' et aliorum Ixxix s. x d. Summa
denariorum predictorum tempore dicti Roberti abbatis: [blank]

75. Veniente rege, barones castellum reliquerunt, depredaciones et
incendia facientes per patriam. Tandem apud Lewes regi cum suis

112 Scott L. Waugh, ‘Warenne, John de, Sixth Earl of Surrey (1231-1304), OxDNB,
art. 28734: lord of Stamford. The inquests of 1274-76 speak of “innumerable
diabolical oppressions’ made by his officials on manors throughout England:
RH, 1, p. 108.

113 Kathryn Faulkner, ‘Leybourne, Sir Roger of (c.1215-1271), OxDNB, art. 16624:
‘a leading member of the royalist party’.

114 Berengar le Moine (d. c. 1288), lord of Barnwell; as a royalist he profited
from the civil war: Rotuli Selecti, pp. 182, 195, 201, 251; but he was heavily
in debt and sold his entire estate to Ramsey Abbey, in two transactions, for
2500 marks and £500: Cart. Ramsey, 2, pp. 339-40, 345-6; NRO, YZ 3487; NRO,
Buccleuch Charters, B1, nos. 204, 209, 217, 218, 225, 302.
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73. Then the king came with his army to Stamford in Easter week,
on his way to Rochester to relieve the siege, at which time the abbot
of Peterborough sent generous gifts to the kings of England and
Germany, and to the Lord Edward and many others. All of these
received them graciously, with the exception of the Lord Edward, who
refused them, under the influence of the lord Warin. They threatened
to march on Oundle on the following day but this was avoided by the
abbot’s paying Warin 60 marks. The abbot also gave the king a palfrey
worth 14 marks.

74. These were amongst the burdens inflicted on the monastery
of Peterborough, in defiance of the prohibitions of the king and his
eldest son Edward, for these ruffians would not return anything to
the monastery on the authority of the king’s letters, or those of anyone
else, until they had received in cash the sums set out below. If nothing
was paid all the goods that could be found were taken away and
devoured. There were stolen from the abbot’s manor of Biggin Grange
two draught horses, two oxen, and one cow, valued at 46s. 8d.; and
in the same place 19 qr. of wheat, 17 qr. of malt, and 33 qr. of oats,
valued at 13%2 marks. The bailiffs of Earl Warenne carried off grain
from the manors of Tinwell and Thurlby to the value of 10 marks."
At Wansford 13 horses worth 24 marks were stolen from the abbot’s
carts, and from a wagon on its way to the king 5 horses worth 30
marks. Besides this the abbot gave to the king whilst he was staying at
Stamford a horse worth 24 marks. And to Roger of Leybourne a horse
worth 14 marks."® And to Berengar le Moine a horse worth 10 marks."*
In other gifts made there to the king, and to the king of Germany the
king’s brother, and to Edward the king’s first-born, he spent £114 5s.
9d. In fodder expended at this time on the horses of the bishop,'> being
used by Edward de la Zouche' and others 79s. 10d.
Sum total of all these expenses in the time of Abbot Robert: [blank]

75. When the king arrived [at Rochester] the barons abandoned the
siege of the castle and pillaged and burnt the surrounding countryside.

115 The bishop of Lincoln, Richard of Gravesend, was a close associate of Simon
de Montfort: Maddicott, Simon de Montfort, pp. 81-2. In autumn 1264 he was
one of a group of three bishops appointed to a royal commission to enquire
into the plundering of ecclesiastical properties in recent months and to effect
restitution. Foedera, pp. 443—4; CPR, 1258-66, pp. 375, 393. It is tempting to
suggest that these hungry horses bore agents of this commission, and that
this paragraph derived from a list of depredations that the abbey had drawn
up. It might account for a sub-total being inserted, somewhat incongruously,
at this point.

116 This should read Eudo de la Zouche. On him see, Powicke, Henry III, 2, pp.
509-10.
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obuiarunt, ubi pluribus interfectis in bello, rex et Edwardus filius
suus ac alii magnates per barones capti fuerunt. Unde rex per totam
estatem sequentem London” apud Sanctum Paulum moram traxit in
custodia baronum. Edwardus uero filius regis missus est ad castellum
de Douere; alii magnates qui capti erant cum illis ad alia loca diuersa.
Barones uero per uniuersam Angliam magnalia facientes, de abbate
de Burgo graues fines ceperunt, ex eo quod abbas tenuit cum rege et
suis. Sed unum multum ualuit abbati et abbacie, toto enim tempore
guerra durante, idem abbas panem et ceruisiam cum aliis cibariis in
quantum potuit semper parari fecit. Ita quod omnes qui uenerant siue
ex parte regis siue ex parte baronum portis abbacie semper apertis
fertiliter erant refecti. Ob illam causam maneria abbacie Burgi in
pluribus locis saluata fuerunt ab incendiis et aliis malis. Tanto tamen
populo superueniente, multociens contigit quod quando conuentus
post seruicium celebratum hora nona more solito in refectorio pro se
uictum sperabat optinuisse, non erat companagium in tota abbacia,
nec in partibus propinquis, quousque de Stanford” abduceretur. Et
aliquando in itinerando fuit depredatum.

76. Post eciam dictum bellum de Lewes abbas fecit finem cum domino
Simone de Monte forti comite Leycestrie pro xx li. argenti. Item pro
fine facto cum domino Gilberto comite Glouernie xx 1i."”” Item pro fine
facto cum domino Henrico de Monte forti vj li. xiij s. iiij d."** [Wh. fo.
92v] Item cum domino Simone de Monte forti iuniori vj li. xiij s. iiij
d." Item cum domino Iohanne filio Iohannis vj li. xiij s. iiij d."* Item
cum domino Henrico de Hasting’ vj li. xiij s. iiij d."*! Item cum domino
Rogero de Leyburne C li. Item cum balliuis comitis Warenne ix li.
viij d. Item cum castellano de Benifeld” lijj s. iiij d. Item cum domino
Geraldo de Hedon’ iiij li. Et cum multis aliis magnatibus qui non
scribuntur nec currunt ad memoriam.

Summa denariorum pro finibus factis post bellum de Lewes,
una cum solucionibus factis domino regi et aliis proceribus apud
Notingham, cum expensis deferencium: [blank]

77. Post hec uero Edwardus regis primogenitus, prestito sacramento
corporali de pace fideliter obseruanda, in regno cum rege patre suo
de custodia deliberatus est. A patre et a baronibus recedens contra

117 Clive H. Knowles, ‘Clare, Gilbert de, Seventh Earl of Gloucester and Sixth
Earl of Hertford (1243-1295),” OxDNB, art. 5438: ‘the arbiter of English politics
in the 1260s’.

118 ].R. Maddicott, “‘Montfort, Sir Henry de (1238-1265)," OxDNB, art. 19048: the
eldest son of Simon de Montfort.

119 ].R. Maddicott, ‘Montfort, Sir Simon de, the younger (1240-1271), OxDNB,
art. 19050: the second son of Simon de Montfort.
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Then they encountered the king and his men at Lewes, where many
were killed in battle, while the king and Edward his son and other
magnates were captured by the barons. Thereafter, throughout the
following summer, the king was held in London at St Paul’s in the
custody of the barons. Edward the king’s son was sent to the castle of
Dover. Other magnates, who were captured with them, were sent to
various other places. The barons then imposed themselves over the
whole of England, and they made severe impositions on the abbot of
Peterborough, since the abbot had supported the king and his men.
Yet one thing greatly profited the abbot and the abbey, which was that
at all times during the war the abbot was always ready in accordance
with his means to supply bread and ale and other nourishment. So
that all who came here, whether supporters of the king or the barons,
found the abbey gates always open and were able to eat their fill. For
this reason, even though so many passed through, the manors of
the abbey of Peterborough in many places were saved from burning
and other evils. Yet it would often happen that when the convent at
the ninth hour after the service came into the refectory hoping for
refreshment, as was customary, there were no provisions in the house
or nearby. They had to be brought in from Stamford, and goods were
stolen en route from there on several occasions.

76. After the battle at Lewes the abbot undertook to pay £20 to
Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester. He paid £20 to Gilbert, earl of
Gloucester."” He paid £6 13s. 4d. to Henry de Montfort.® And to
Simon de Montfort, junior, £6 13s. 4d."® And to John fitz John £6 13s.
4d." And to Henry of Hastings £6 13s. 4d."”” In a composition with
Roger of Leybourne £100. And with the bailiffs of Earl Warenne £9 8d.
And with the castellan of Benefield 53s. 4d. And with Gerald of Hedon
£4. There were payments made to many other magnates that were not
written down and cannot now be recalled.

The total sum paid in fines after the battle of Lewes, along with
payments made to the king and other great men at Nottingham and
the expenses of those carrying the money: [blank]

77. After this Edward the king’s eldest son was freed from custody,
having taken an oath to keep the peace in England along with the
king his father. He then against his oath withdrew from his father
and the barons, and gathering a large army he wasted the townships

120 Malcolm Vale, ‘St John, Sir John de (d. 1302),” OxDNB, art. 24499: a consistent
royalist.

121 C. L. Kingsford, rev. W. H. Ridgeway, ‘Hastings, Sir Henry (c. 1235-1269),
OxDNB. art. 12573: ‘malefactorum maleficens gubernator’, Thomas Wykes,
Chronicle, AM., 4, p. 203.



130 The Peterborough Chronicles

sacramentum suum congregato magno exercitu uillas et castra
baronum destruxit, progrediens cum marchionibus et cum comite
Glouernie et eorum exercitibus apud Kenilworthe. Quoniam comes
Glouernie recessit a baronibus ex eo quod castella et maneria post
dictum bellum non fuerunt inter eosdem recte diuisa,'* ut dicebatur. Et
ibi apud Kenilworthe predicti Edwardus et comes et qui cum eis erant,
dominos Simonem de Monte forti iuniorem,'”®> ac comitem Oxonie,
et Willelmum de Monte Caniso, et alios nobiles incautos et inermes
ceperunt, et per diuersa Anglie loca custodie mancipauerunt, uidelicet
die sabbati kalendas Augusti. Dictus uero dominus Simon comes
Leycestrie et qui cum eo erant ducentes regem et suos uenerunt apud
Euesham. Cum quibus Edwardus et comes Glouernie ac marchiones
bellum commiserunt extra Euesham [Wh. fo. 93r] pridie nonas Augusti
die martis, in quo bello dictus Simon comes Leicestrie, Henricus
filius suus, Hugo dispensator, Petrus de Monte forti, Iohannes de
Bello Campo, et Rogerus de Sancto Iohanne, ac multi alii barones
et magnates interfecti erant, rege capto et suis et sic uolentibus, alii
plures per fugam euaserunt.’

78. Bello finito rex, qui quasi in custodia nuper fuerat, familiam suam
collegit, pacem proclamans, et parliamentum suum in natiuitate beate
Marie apud Wintoniam denuncians, ubi magnam pecuniam fere ab
omnibus prelatis Anglie tam pater quam filius ceterique curiales
extorserunt.!” Unde abbas de Burgo fecit finem cum domino rege
apud Wintoniam, uidelicet pro CCCxxxiij li. vj s. viij d. quem rex
imposuit ei, quia tenuit cum baronibus post bellum de Lewes.”* De
auro regine ibidem xxxiij li. vj s. viij d. Item de fine facto cum domino
Edwardo primogenito regis ibidem CC li. Item de fine facto cum
comite Glouernie ibidem Cxxxiij li. vj s. viij d. Item de fine facto cum
comite Warenne post dictum bellum de Euesham pro maneriis de
Castre, Tinewelle et Thurleby deliberandis a manibus suis C li. Item
de fine facto cum domino Warino de Bassingburne xljj li. Item cum
castellano de Fodringeye Cvj s. viij d. Item de fine facto cum domino
Roberto Typetot pro maneriis de Fiskirton’ et Scotere a manibus suis
deliberandis una cum expensis factis ibidem Ixv li. xiij s. iiij d. Item
cum domino G. de Fanecourt pro simili pro manerio de Colingham
una cum expensis ibidem xij li. xiiij s. iiij d."” Item cum domino

122 The battle of Lewes.

123 In fact, he narrowly evaded capture.

124 This paragraph copies phrases and condenses text from the Peterborough
copy of the Bury chronicle: The Chronicle of Bury St Edmunds, 1212-1301,
ed. Antonia Gransden (NMT, 1964), pp. 30-1; Florentii Wigorniensis Monachi
Chronicon ex Chronicis, ed. Benjamin Thorpe, 2 vols (London, 1849), 2, pp.
193-4.

125 This text (‘Bello finito ... extorserunt’) is copied from the Bury Chronicle, ed.
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and the castles of the barons. He proceeded to Kenilworth with the
marcher lords and the earl of Gloucester and their forces. The earl of
Gloucester had withdrawn from the baronial party because castles
and manors had not been correctly divided between them after that
battle,'**> or so he claimed. At Kenilworth Edward and the earl, and
those who were with them, captured Simon de Montfort, junior,'*
and the earl of Oxford, and William de Munchensi, and other nobles,
who were caught unprepared and unarmed, and handed them over
to be held in custody at various places within England. This was on
Saturday 1 August. Then Simon, earl of Leicester, and his supporters
came to Evesham, bringing with him the king and his men. Edward
and the earl of Gloucester and the marcher lords gave battle with them,
outside Evesham, on Tuesday 4 August. In this battle Simon, earl of
Leicester, Henry his son, Hugh Despenser, Peter de Montfort, John de
Beauchamp, and Roger of St John, along with many other barons and
magnates, were killed. This was with the approval of the king and his
men who had captured them. Many others evaded capture by flight."*

78. When the war was ended the king, who up to this point had been
all but a prisoner, re-established his household, proclaimed the peace,
and ordered that his parliament should meet on the feast of the Nativity
of the Our Lady at Winchester. There father and son and several of the
courtiers extorted huge sums of money from almost all the prelates
of England.”” Thus the abbot of Peterborough fined with the king at
Winchester for the sum of £333 6s. 8d. which the king imposed on him
because he had supported the barons after the battle of Lewes."* And
he paid for the queen’s gold there £33 6s. 8d. Then he agreed to pay
£200 to the king’s eldest son, Edward. And to the earl of Gloucester the
sum of £133 6s. 8d. By another undertaking, made with Earl Warenne
after the battle of Evesham, he paid £100 for the release of the manors
of Castor, Tinwell and Thurlby. He paid £42 to Warin of Bassingbourn
and 106s. 8d. to the castellan of Fotheringhay. He came to terms with
Robert Tiptoft to release control of the manors of Fiskerton and Scotter,
which together with expenses involved the payment of £65 13s. 4d. In
like manner, in respect of his manor of Collingham he paid Gerard
de Fanecurt £12 13s. 4d. including expenses.'” And to Robert Picot for

Gransden, p. 31, ed. Thorpe, 2, p. 194.

126 This fine of 500 marks, ‘pro bona voluntate regis habenda’, along with 200
marks from the earlier fine, is recorded as having been paid in full in the
pipe roll for 1266—67; the largest payment, of 400 marks, had been made in
London, on 22 Dec. 1265, to Richard of Ewell and Hugh de Turri, ‘emptores
camerarii® CCR, 1264-1268, p. 160; TNA E372/111 (AALT Northants/dorse/
image 9572).

127 He had seized the manor ‘because the abbot’s servants were found at
Kenilworth with Simon de Montfort the younger”: CIM, 1, p. 260.
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93v] Item Thome de Bulton’ vj li. xijj s. iiij d. In expensis monachorum
et aliorum predictam pecuniam apud Winton” deferencium Ix s.
Summa DCCCCxlix 1. xiij s. iiij d.

79. Recedens autem rex a Wintonia apud Norhamton” ad quem locum
accedens abbas de Burgo deditque domino regi ibidem spontanea
uoluntate liij li. vj s. viij d."® Item regine Cvj s. viij d. Item domino
Edwardo filio regis xxvj li. xiij s. iiij d. Isto tempore plures magnates
de exheredatis post bellum de Euesham tenuerunt castellum de
Kenilworthe quod rex obsedit et misit abbati de Burgo pro seruicio
suo militari prout fecit aliis prelatis per Angliam. Veniente abbati cum
seruitio suo precepto regis ad obsidionem castri, ubi xvij equi ipsius
abbatis erat depredati de precio xl li. Item ibidem x lorice cum toto
apparatu de precio xv li. In expensis ibidem factis et denariis amissis
xv li. vj s. viij d. Item in expensis abbatis alia uice ibidem post festum
sancti Bartholomei per iij ebdomodas xxxvij li. xj s. Item in expensis
eiusdem abbatis ibidem per quindenam post festum Omnium
Sanctorum xvij li.

80. Deinde reddito castello progrediens apud Sanctum Edmundum,
unde de abbate et conuentu illius loci Sancti Edmundi cepit graues
fines, uidelicet DCCC marcas, ex eo quod homines dicti abbatis et
conuentus de Sancto Edmundo erant ad custodiam maris ne regina
cum suo exercitu intraret in Angliam post bellum de Lewes.'” Veniens
autem abbas de Burgo ad regem apud Sanctum Edmundum deditque
idem abbas ibidem domino regi pro eius amore perfecte recuperando
xxxiij li. vj s. viij d."*° Item pro auro regina ibidem Ixvj s. [Wh. fo. 94r]
viij d. In expensis abbatis ibidem circa festum Purificacionis xx li. In
expensis senescalli abbatis ibidem circa medium Quadragesime xI
s. In expensis Henrici de Sancto Licio comorantis cum seruicio regis
per ix ebdomodas apud Cantuariam nomine abbatis de Burgo xxv li.
xvij s. ix d. In expensis fratris Willelmi Paris cum toto seruicio apud
Salopisbiri per vj ebdomodas®™ xiiij li. xviij s. In armis emptis et
reparandis ibidem vj li. xiiij s. In expensis regis et regine in aduentu
ipsorum apud Burgum ut patet per parcellas in rotulis abbatis DC
1i.*? Item Rogerus de Leyburne habuit ij equos de precio viij li. Preter
hec omnia memoratus abbas de Burgo dedit domino Edwardo regis
primogenito CCxl li. ut in tempore hostili monasterium Burgi contra

128 The king was at Northampton during Christmas 1265.

129 There are verbal similarities with the relevant entry in the Bury chronicle,
ed. Gransden, pp. 31-2, ed. Thorpe, 2, p. 195, but it is there associated with the
Winchester parliament earlier in the year.
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these same manors for the same reason, £14 6s. 8d. And to Thomas
of Bulton £6 13s. 4d. In the expenses of monks and others taking this
money to Winchester 60s.

Sum total: £949 13s. 4d.

79. The king left Winchester and came to Northampton, where the
abbot came before him and gave him £53 6s. 8d as a free gift.!”® He
gave the queen 106s. 8d, and Edward the king’s son £26 13s. 4d. At this
time a number of magnates, who had been disinherited following the
battle of Evesham, held the castle of Kenilworth. The king besieged
it and sent to the abbot to provide military service, as he did to the
other prelates in England. The abbot came with his forces at the king’s
command to besiege the castle. There 17 of the abbot’s horses were
stolen, which were worth £40, along with 10 cuirasses with all their
trappings worth £15. In expenses incurred there, along with cash lost,
£15 6s. 8d. On other business, in the three weeks after the feast of St
Bartholomew, the abbot’s expenses amounted to £37 11s, while his
expenses in the fortnight after the feast of All Saints were £17.

80. After the castle had been surrendered, the king went to Bury St
Edmunds, and he levied heavy fines, amounting to 800 marks, on the
monastery there, since the men of the abbot and convent of Bury St
Edmunds were guardians of the seaports and they had prevented the
queen and her forces from entering England after the battle of Lewes.'”
The abbot of Peterborough came before the king at Bury, and in order
to be completely restored to his favour he gave him £33 6s. 8d."** And
for the queen’s gold 66s. 8d. The abbot’s expenses there, around the
feast of the Purification, amounted to £20. The expenses of the steward
of the abbey in mid-Lent were 40s. The expenses of Henry of Senlis,
staying with the king’s forces at Canterbury for nine weeks on the
abbot’s behalf, were £25 17s. 9d. The expenses of brother William Paris
with the abbey’s full contingent at Shrewsbury, serving for six weeks,""!
were £14 18s., and in the purchase and repair of arms there £6 14s. The
expenses of the king and queen when they visited Peterborough were
£600, as itemized in the abbot’s rolls."*> Roger of Leybourne was given
two horses which cost £8. And aside from everything else that we
have noted, the abbot of Peterborough gave Edward, the king’s eldest
son £240, for protecting the monastery against predators and robbers,

130 Stated to be part of a fine of 200 marks “pro bona voluntate nostra habenda”
CCR, 1264-68, p. 298 (10 Mar. 1267).

131 16 Aug. — 24 Sept. 1267: CPR, 1266-72, p. 193, acknowledging that the abbot of
Ramsey’s contingent had served for this period.

132 The king was at Peterborough 5-7 Aug. 1268: CCR, 1264-68, p. 475; CPR,
1266-72, p. 286; CLR, 1267-72, nos. 384-5, 389-90.
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uiolatores et malefactores tueretur, licet ipsius tuitio tunc dicto
monasterio parum prodesse poterit.

81. In diuersis expensis dicti abbatis pro placito inter ipsum et
abbatem de Croylande pro marisco® et pro breuibus impetrandis
CCliij li. ut patet in rotulis Willelmi de Wodeforde et Henrici de
Ouerton’. In expensis militum et aliorum tenentium hundredi in
marisco xI li.** Preterea abbas predictus tenebatur pro debito domini
Iohannis abbatis predecessoris sui in CCCCyv li. apud London), et pro
uino et cera apud Len et Sanctum Botulphum in CIx li. xiij s. iiij d.
Iterum idem abbas pro diuersis debitis predecessoris sui obligabatur
diuersis mercatoribus sub grauibus usuris in mille marcis. Summa,
preter solucionem abbatis Sancti Edmundi, MMDClxxxix li. xiiij s. j d.

Summa omnium precedencium denariorum solutorum tempore
dicti Roberti abbatis MMMMCCCxxiiij li. xviij s. v d.

82. Ad predicta omnia facilius supportanda et ea que [Wh. fo. 94v] ad
abbaciam pertinebant melius tuenda de communi consensu et consilio
concessa sunt eidem abbati per conuentum ex mera et spontanea
uoluntate infrascripta,®® uidelicet: Anno eiusdem abbatis quarto de
fratre Henrico de Ely tunc sacrista Ixvj li. xiij s. iiij d. Item de Richero
subsacrista pro uino Iohannis et Pauli xiijj s. iiij d. Item de eodem pro
capa annua que debetur de subsacrista ad fontem benedicendum in
uigilia Paschalis, et alba que debent de eodem quolibet anno ad cereum
Paschale benedicendum C s. Item de eodem de dono obedientie Cxiij
s. iiij d. Item de eodem pro anniuersario fundatorum xI s. Item de uino
de xvj principalibus festis per duos annos debito de abbate viij li. Item
de uino presidentis et sacerdotis per duos annos debito de Pokebroc
xx. 1i.%¢ Jtem de Godwino tunc elemosinario pro magnis anniuersariis
et pro anniuersario Walteri abbatis iiij li.

83. Item anno eiusdem abbatis sexto ad instantiam et peticionem
ipsius abbatis ex speciali gratia et mera et spontanea uoluntate idem
conuentus concessit predicto abbati quandam summam pecunie
infra scriptam, uidelicet: de Ricardo de London” tunc sacrista xx li.,
ita tamen quod si \pro/ utilitate domus eat uel mittatur per abbatem
de predictis xx li. expensas percipiat. Item de Willielmo de Sancto
Edmundo tunc camerario Ix s, ita tamen quod subtrahatur de
solucione sua xx s. ad Pascha et xx s. ad festum sancti Iohannis et xx

133 Entries regarding this court case: CCR, 1264-68, p. 474 (28 July 1268); Black
Book, fos. 150v-151r (1270).

134 The hundred ‘in the fen” met at Finset: see below, 101.

135 In some of these cases, the grants by the obedientiaries represent money and
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even though this protection of the monastery amounted to next to
nothing.

81. The abbot’s various expenses in his court case against the abbot
of Crowland in respect of marshland,”® and in procuring writs,
amounted to £253, as appears in the rolls of William of Woodford and
Henry of Orton. The expenses of the knights and other tenants of the
hundred in the fen were £40.%* Aside from this, the abbot answered for
the debts of Abbot John, his predecessor: in London these amounted to
£405, and at King’s Lynn and Boston, for wine and wax, to a further
£160 13s. 4d. The abbot also took over responsibility for various debts
of his predecessor amounting to 1000 marks, which were payable to
various merchants at penal interest. The total of the above, leaving
aside the payment made by the abbot of Bury St Edmunds, was £2689
14s. 1d.

The total of all the payments made in the time of Abbot Robert was
£4324 18s. 5d.

82. In order that these costs might more easily be borne, and that
all the abbey’s concerns might be better protected, by communal
agreement and of its own free will the convent made the following
grants to the abbot.'”*® In the abbot’s fourth year, from brother Henry
of Ely the sacrist, £66 13s. 4d. And from Richer the subsacrist for wine
[on the feasts of Saints] John and Paul 13s. 4d. And from the same in
respect of the cope which is owed to the subsacrist at the blessing of
the font during the Easter Vigil, and the alb owed each year for the
blessing of the Pascal Candle, 100s. And from the same as a gift from
his department, 113s. 4d. And from the same on the anniversary of
our founders 40s. In respect of wine owed by the abbot on the sixteen
principal feasts, over two years, £8; and wine owed to the president
and priest, from Polebrook, over two years, £20.°¢ From Godwin the
almoner for the major anniversaries and the anniversary of Abbot
Walter, £4.

83. In the sixth year of Abbot Robert, at his specific request, the
convent of its own free will gave to him from its portion the sums of
money set out below. From Richard of London the sacrist £20. This
could be drawn on for his expenses if he was away or sent by the abbot
on official business. And from William of St Edmunds the chamberlain
60s, there being subtracted from the payments due to him 20s. at

resources which they were entitled to receive from the abbot, which they
agreed to forego.

136 On this assignment see above, 61; in 1277 Abbot Richard of London granted
the manor to the sacristy, to make the same annual render of £10 for wine for
the convent: Fraunceys Register A, no. 224 (pp. 234-5).
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s. ad festum sancti Michaelis. Item de Richero pro capa et alba debita
ut superius dictum est C s. Item de dono eiusdem Richeri eidem abbati
ad peticionem conuentus xxvj s. viij d. Item de Roberto de Swafham
tunc pitanciario xI s. Item de Godwino tunc elemosinario xI s., ita quod
nihil subtrahatur [Wh. fo. 95r] de assisa. Item de Iohanne de Keten’
tunc infirmario vj s. viij d.

84. Item anno eiusdem abbatis septimo ad instanciam et peticionem
ipsius concessit conuentus eidem de Ricardo de London’ tunc sacrista
pro multis grauaminibus sibi illatis Ix. li. Item idem abbas habuit de
dono conuentus post electionem suam de uasis argenteis domini
Iohannis predecessoris sui xx li. Item de furno uille Burgi C s. Item
de plumbo extracto a terra Jj li. Item de thesaur’ conuentus xiij li. vj s.
viij d. Item de auxilio de Pillesgate C s. Item unum ciphum argenteum
cum pede Iohannis abbatis precii xxv s. Item de warda Galfridi domini
de Milton militis xxxiij li. xiij s. iiij d. Item de celario conuentus per sex
annos Cxlvij li. xviijj s. iiij d., uidelicet quolibet anno xx li. et amplius.
Item habuit de warda de Bringhirst Ixvj li. xiij s. iiij d. Item de Alfredo
balliuo de Burbyri pro corrodio suo uendito xiij li. Item pro corrodio
matris Ade Cesterton” eodem anno xiij li. vj s. viij d. Item habuit de
obedienciariis pro decima et uicesima domini regis quantum soluebat
regi. Item habuit eodem anno de Ricardo le Suon pro uno corrodio
xxvj li. xiij s. iiij d.

85. Item de conuentu anno suo nono ex mera et speciali gratia
conuentus, scilicet de Ricardo de London’ sacrista x1 li. De Richero
subsacrista pro capa et alba debita de duobus annis viij li. vj s. viij d.
Item de auxilio de Pillesgate Cs.

Summa: DClIxij li. xvj s. viij d.

86. Ad predictas summas et omnes porciones pecunie predicte diuersis
temporibus de conuentu receptas, idem abbas obligauit se per cartam
suam sigillo suo signatam soluendas quam cicius comode fieri potuit,
humiliter et deuote [Wh. fo. 95v] regratians suis fratribus omnibus et
singulis de eorum benignitate et beneficiis eidem diuersimode collatis.
Item habuit idem abbas preter talliagium hominum suorum de bosco
de Grimeshawe Ixxxvij li. xv s. Item de bosco de Scotere Ixxxx li.
Item de bosco de Fiskirton” ultra uendicionem consuetam Ix li. Item
habuit de speciebus ex gratuita concessione conuentus de porcione
conuentui debita et consueta per quatuor annos xviij li. xiij s. iiij d.

Summa: CClvj li. viij s. viij d.

Summa omnium receptuum predictorum: DCCCCxix li. v s. iiij d.

87. Hec omnia predicta habuit idem abbas de conuentu ex mera illorum
et spontanea uoluntate, et in uita sua plurima recepisset si uoluisset.
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Easter, 20s. at the feast of St John, and 20s. at Michaelmas. And from
Richer for the cope and the alb owed, as set out above, 100s. As a gift
from Richer to the abbot at the request of the convent, 26s. 8d. From
Robert of Swaffham the pittancer 40s. From Godwin the almoner 40s,
so that nothing should be subtracted from the assise. And from John
of Ketton the infirmarer 6s. 8d.

84. In the abbot’s seventh year, for the relief of the many burdens
placed upon him, at his specific request, the convent gave him £60
by the hand of Richard of London the sacrist. Also the abbot after his
election had as a gift from the convent silver vessels from Abbot John
his predecessor worth £20. From the oven of the town of Peterborough
100s. From lead mined from the ground £51. From the convent treasury
£13 6s. 8d. From the aid of Pilsgate 100s. Also a silver bowl with a
mount, from Abbot John, worth 25s. From the wardship of the knight
Geoffrey, lord of Milton, £33 13s. 4d. From the convent cellarer over six
years £147 18s. 4d. amounting to more than £20 in each year. From the
ward of Bringhurst £66 13s. 4d. From Alfred, bailiff of Boroughbury,
for the corrody sold to him, £20. And for the corrody of the mother of
Adam Chesterton in the same year £13 6s. 8d. He received from the
obedientiaries, for the tenth and twentieth of the king, as much as he
paid to the king. In the same year he received from Richard le Suon,
for a corrody sold to him, £26 13s. 4d.

85. In his ninth year he received £40 from the convent out of its
portion, by special favour, from Richard of London the sacrist. And
from Richer the subsacrist £8 6s. 8d. in respect of the cope and alb
owed for two years. And from the aid of Pilsgate 100s.

Total: £662 16s. 8d.

86. With regard to these cash sums and allocations, granted by the
convent at various times, the abbot undertook repayment just as soon
as he could, by a charter signed by his seal, humbly and sincerely
renewing his thanks to each and every one of his brethren for their
goodwill and for so many benefits of various kinds bestowed upon
him. The abbot received £87 15s. from the wood of Grimshaw, in
addition to the tallage of his men. And £90 from the wood of Scotter.
And £60 from the wood of Fiskerton, over and above the regular sales.
He also had in cash by the free grant of the convent, in respect of
portions due to the convent, over four years the sum of £18 13s. 4d.
Total: £256 8s. 8d.
Sum total of all the receipts listed: £919 5s. 4d.

87. All of the above the abbot received from the convent, readily
offered out of its own portion, and he could have received more
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Sed frequenter dixit, ualde ei displicuit quod tantum uexabatur
conuentus, pro ipso fideliter promittens quod post releuationem
domus restitueret conuentui et officiis singulis quicquid de eis
receperat, quod incepit et melius consummasset si uixisset. Sed morte
proueniente propositum suum ad effectum perducere non potuit.

88. Hic anno regiminis suscepti undecimo et prelacionis sue ultimo
a papa Innocentio quarto ad concilium generale apud Lugdunum
celebratum citatus cum aliis prelatis Anglie ibidem accessit et concilio
interfuit, quo celebrato ipse iter uersus Angliam arripuit. Sed idem
Robertus abbas Burgi, morbo quo obiit ingrauescente, in transmarinis
partibus uitam finiuit xvij kalendas Aprilis, qui tunc fuit dies
ueneris proxima post festum sancti Gregorii,"”” apud Herningisham
manerium domini Iohannis le Moygne, ibidem euisceratus et sepultus
est in quodam monasterio canonicorum quod dicitur Bellus Locus
[Wh. fo. 96r] iuxta Bononiam Sancte Marie, domino Radulpho abbate
de Croylande officium sepulture eius ministrante, presentibus multis
prelatis, abbate de Thorneye et aliis. Cor autem eius in cupa cooperta
apud Burgum delatum est, et coram altari sancti Oswaldi in eodem
monasterio tumulatum est, anno Domini M.CC.LXX.IIII.

89. Hic eciam de hiis que contulit ei conuentus et de exitibus
maneriorum suorum restaurauit infrascripta, uidelicet: leuauit unam
nouam boueriam apud Castre de sumptibus xxij marcarum; apud
Witherington” unam grangiam de sumptibus xx marcarum, item
ibidem unum boscarium de sumptibus vij marcarum et dimidii; apud
Thurleby unum boscarium de sumptibus vj marcarum; apud Glintone
unam cameram de sumptibus viij marcarum; apud Colingham unum
boscarium et unam bercariam de sumptibus vj marcarum; apud
Walecote unam cameram de sumptibus v marcarum; apud Burgbiri
medietatem unius grangie de sumptibus xv marcarum; apud Undele
unam cameram de sumptibus xlIvj s. viij d. Summa Ixij li. Adquisiuit
eciam idem Robertus apud Scotere xv s. annui redditus pro xij marcis.
Apud Fiskirton viij s. annui redditus pro vj marcis. Summa xij li.

90. Emit insuper xvij libros, ut patet in rotulis precentoris.'*

Assignauit utique idem abbas Robertus ad eius anniuersarium liij s.
iiij d., ut patet per cartam suam.

137 There is some confusion here. The First Council of Lyon, which Innocent
IV had summoned, met in 1245. The Second Council was summoned by
Gregory X and met in May 1274. It follows that when the abbot died on 16
March he must have been on his way to the council, not returning from
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during his lifetime had he so wished. Yet he often stated that he was
truly saddened that the convent had been put to so much trouble, and
he faithfully promised that once the monastery was back on a sound
footing he would restore to the convent and each of the departments
whatever he had received from them. He had started to do this, and
would have made further progress had he lived, but death prevented
him from completing his undertaking.

88. In his eleventh year, which would be the last year he held office,
Abbot Robert of Peterborough, was summoned along with the other
prelates of England to a general council which pope Innocent IV
was to celebrate at Lyon. He went to the council and took part in its
proceedings, and when it had finished he set off back to England.
But the illness from which he suffered became steadily more serious
and he died abroad on 16 March, which was the Friday following
the feast of St Gregory.”” He died at Hergnies, a manor of John le
Moine, where his body was eviscerated and buried in a house of
canons known as Beaulieu next to Boulogne St Mary. Ralph, abbot
of Crowland, officiated at the funeral, in the presence of numerous
prelates, the abbot of Thorney and others. His heart was brought back
to Peterborough in a covered vessel, and interred before the altar of St
Oswald in the monastery in the year of our Lord 1274.

89. Out of what the convent gave him and from the profits of his
manors Abbot Robert made the following improvements: At Castor he
built a new cattle-shed at a cost of 22 marks; at Werrington a grange
costing 20 marks, and a new cowshed costing seven and a half marks;
at Thurlby a cowshed costing 6 marks; at Glinton a chamber costing
8 marks; at Collingham a cowshed and a sheepcote costing 6 marks;
at Walcot a chamber costing 5 marks; at Boroughbury half a grange
costing 15 marks; at Oundle a chamber costing 46s. 8d. Sum total: £62.
Abbot Robert also acquired at Scotter a rent of 15s. a year, which cost
him 12 marks. And at Fiskerton 8s. of annual rent for 6 marks. Total:
£12. These two totals: £74.

90. He further purchased seventeen books, as appears in the
precentor’s rolls.”® Abbot Robert specifically assigned 53s. 4d. to
celebrate his anniversary, as appears by his charter:

it. Chr. P,, p. 20, confirms that this was the case (‘obiit ... in itinere versus
concilium Lugduno’). The author may have been led astray by the entry in
the Peterborough-Spalding annals, which notes that many prelates died on
their way back from the council, and then records the death of Robert of
Sutton and the succession of Richard of London: CAP, s.a. 1274, p. 149.

138 Library, BP10, pp. 30-2.
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Omnibus Christi fidelibus presens scriptum uisuris uel audituris,
Robertus de Sutton” permissione diuina abbas de Burgo Sancti
Petri salutem in Domino sempiternam. Nouerit uniuersitas uestra
nos concessisse et assignasse deuoto et predilecto conuentui nostro
unam marcam annuatim de terra quondam [Wh. fo. 96v] Iohannis
le Sarmouner in Refham percipiendam, et xlI soliditas annui
redditus ad anniuersarium nostrum in die obitus nostri perpetue
faciendum. Quemquidem redditum idem conuentus de quadam
terra que quondam fuit Roberti de Scotere annuatim plenarie
percipiet quamcicius terra quam Alicia de Scotere pro predicta
terra de nobis in escambio ad manus nostras reuerterit et de nobis
humanitus contigerit.”” In cuius rei testimonium presenti scripto
sigillum nostrum apposuimus. Datum apud Burgum anno Domini
M.CC.LXX.IIL, die Lune proxima ante festum Cathedre sancti Petri
apostoli.'*?

Dies uero anniuersarii sui est xvj kalendas Aprilis. Receptores enim
conuentus percipiunt annuatim de abbate predictum argentum et
faciunt anniuersarium memoratum.

91. Uniuersis Christi fidelibus presentes literas uisuris uel audituris
Robertus permissione diuina abbas be Burgo Sancti Petri saluem
in Domino sempiternam. Nouerit uniuersitas uestra nos mutuo
recepisse de conuentu nostro de Burgo Ixxx marcas sterlingorum,
ad liberandum nos de manibus mercatorum Caturcensium, quas
bona fide promittimus soluere eidem conuentui nostro quam cito
facultas se obtulerit in pecunia numerata uel aliquo alio modo si
comodius fieri possit ad utilitatem eiusdem conuentus. Ad quod
nos et successores nostros abbates tenore presencium obligamus.
In cuis rei testimonium presentibus sigillum nostrum duximus
apponendum. Data in capitulo nostro publice apud Burgum anno
Domini M.CC.LXX mense Februarii.'*!

Successit eidem Roberto frater Ricardus de London’.

De Ricardo de London” quondam abbate Burgi et eius operibus.

92. [Wh. fo. 97r] Ricardus de London” monachus Burgi et
professus natus fuit in occidentali parte ciuitas London’ extra
muros in parrochia Sancti Pancracii, vir fuit elegantis forme et
stature pulcherrime. Hic de gradu in gradum proficiens, primo
subcamerarius, ac inde tercius prior, postea maturascente etate sacrista
efficitur. Et sic exigentibus meritis decedente abbate Roberto de
Sutton” unanimi asssensu ipso tamen renutente in abbatem est electus
anno Domini M. XX.LXXIII v idus Aprilis, die proxima post diem
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To all the faithful of Christ who shall see or shall hear this letter,
Robert of Sutton, by divine favour abbot of Peterborough, sends
perpetual greetings in the Lord. You should all know that we have
granted and assigned to the devoted convent of this house one mark
annually to be received from the land which John le Sarmouner
once held in Reepham, and 40s. in annual rent, to celebrate our
anniversary in perpetuity on the day of our death. The convent is
to receive this rent from the land which was formerly that of Robert
of Scotter just as soon as the land which we gave to Alice of Scotter
in exchange for that land shall return to our hands, which will be
when she dies.”*’ In witness of which we have affixed our seal to this
document. Given at Peterborough on the Monday before the feast of
St Peter the apostle in cathedra in the year of the Lord 1273.14°

The day of his anniversary is 17 March. The convent receivers have
this money each year and they keep the abbot’s anniversary.

91. To all the faithful of Christ who shall see or shall hear this
letter, Robert of Sutton, by divine favour abbot of Peterborough,
sends perpetual greetings in the Lord. You should all know that
we have received a loan of 80 marks sterling from our convent of
Peterborough to free us from the hands of the merchants of Cahors,
which we promise in good faith to repay to the convent just as soon
as we have the resources to make it available in cash or in some
other form, such as be most convenient for the needs of the convent.
We bind ourselves and our successors as abbot in these terms. In
witness of which we have been led to attach our seal. Given publicly
in our chapter-house at Peterborough in the month of February in
the year of our Lord 1270."!

Abbot Robert was succeeded by brother Richard of London

Richard of London formerly abbot of Peterborough and his works.

92. Richard of London, a professed monk of Peterborough, born in
the west end of the city of London, outside the walls in the parish
of St Pancras, was a man of distinguished bearing and handsome
appearance. He made his way up through the ranks, becoming first
sub-chamberlain, then third prior, and then in middle age he was
made sacrist. On the death of Abbot Robert of Sutton, in recognition
of his outstanding qualities, he was unanimously elected as abbot

139 This may represent a renewal of the exchange made between Alice and
Abbot John of Caux. CN, nos. 523-4, or it may be a separate transaction.

140 Sw. fo. 32r.

141 Sw. fo. 32v
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Pasche,'** anno etatis sue sexagesimo. Hic pacis et caritatis amator
semper ea que pacis et caritatis erant fouebat.

93. Porcionem conuentus continue aumentare studebat. Et plura
officia ex parte conuentus in redditibus ampliabat. Videlicet officium
infirmarie ad mappas infirmorum renouandas de vj s. et viij d.
aumentauit. Et officium subcelerarie sub certo constituit et carta sua
confirmauit ut hic patet.

Carta. Uniuersis Christi fidelibus presens scriptum uisuris uel
audituris, Ricardus de London’ miseracione diuina abbas de
Burgo Sancti Petri salutem in Domino sempiternam. Nouerit
uniuersitas uestra nos concessisse ordinasse et statuisse pro nobis
et successoribus nostris perpetuis temporibus obseruandum ad
honorem Dei et utilitatem tam hospitalitatis quam elemosine ac
religionis augmentum pacem et quietum tam obedienciariorum
quam tocius capituli nostri, quod conuentus habeat de cetero
granarium per se suis sumptibus construendum et reparandum et
quod custos granarii predicti de communi \consilio/ constitutus
recipiat de granario abbatis qui pro tempore fuerit totam
liberacionem que ad conuentum spectare consueuit, [Wh. fo. 977]
secundum antiquam assisam frumenti et brasii cuiuscunque
generis bladi fuerit per dictum custodem distribuendum et in
usus pios conuertendum. Ita quod custos qui pro tempore fuerit
habeat electionem tocius frumenti abbatis brasii et pisarum
secundum assisam predictam, uidelicet ... "*[Wh. fo. 98r] Ita quod
dictus conuentus per abbatem et suos ministros qui pro tempore
fuerint omni solacio et quiete gaudeat ut decet suo perpetuo. Et
ne aliquis abbas futurus ad ulteriorem liberationem teneatur ex
debito nisi aliquid facere uoluerit graciose, nec ad excusacionem
predicte liberacionis faciende, nec ad retardationem subtractionem
seu diminutionem aliquam obstare ualeat uacacio abbacie aut
caristia uel defectus cuiuscumque bladi, quin predicta liberacio
custodi granarii conuentus ad suam et suorum sustentationem
ac consuetam hospitalitatem faciendam plene fiat sine aliqua
diminucione. Si uero placuerit et opportunum uideatur conuentui
pistrinum et bracinum habere separatim, bene libeat eidem noua
construere in loco competenti sine contradictione cuiuscumque et
famulos sibi in ipsis ordinare et sumptibus suis sustentare. Et ut
ista ordinatio et concessio nostra perpetue firmitatis robur optineat
presens scriptum sigilli nostri una cum sigillo capituli apposicione
roborauimus. Data, etc.

Ipse eciam granarium conuentus edificare fecit et quod ministri
abbatis de huiusmodi non intromitterent diffiniuit.
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on 2 April 1274, the day after Easter,”* in his sixtieth year, he alone
dissenting. A lover of peace and charity he strove in every way to
foster these same qualities.

93. He was always anxious to augment the portion of the convent and
he increased the revenues of several of the conventual offices. Thus he
added 6s. 8d. to the revenues of the infirmary to repair the bedding
of the sick. And he gave a fixed constitution to the subcellarer’s office,
which he confirmed by his charter, as appears below.

To all the faithful of Christ who shall read or shall hear this letter,
Richard of London, by divine mercy abbot of Peterborough sends
perpetual greetings in the Lord. You should all know that we have
conceded, ordained and established, on behalf of ourselves and our
successors, to be observed forever, for the honour of God and the
benefit of hospitality and almsgiving, and to foster peace and quiet
in religion among the obedientiaries and all of our chapter, that the
convent henceforth shall have its own granary, to be constructed
and repaired at its own cost, and that the granary-keeper appointed
by the common counsel of the convent shall receive from whoever
shall be the abbot’s granary-keeper, all the allocation which is due
to the convent by the terms of the old assise of wheat and malt
and all types of grain, to be distributed by him and used for the
honour of God. In the following manner: ... ' The convent shall
be left for all time in the quiet enjoyment of all of this by the abbot
and those who shall be his servants at the time as is their right. No
future abbot is to be expected to make additional provision, unless
he should wish to do so voluntarily; nor should a vacancy in the
abbey or a scarcity or a lack of any type of grain be used an excuse
for not making these allocations, nor for delaying or subtracting or
reducing them in any way; but everything is to be handed over in
full to the keeper of the granary of the convent, for the sustenance
of them and theirs and for customary hospitality. If in fact it shall
please and seem opportune to the convent to have a separate bake-
house and brew-house, then they shall be free to erect them in some
suitable spot unhindered by anyone, and to employ their own staff
there at their own expense. And so that this ordinance and gift of
ours shall be firmly established in perpetuity we have fortified this
document with our seal along with that of the chapter. Given, etc.

142 The specification of Easter Monday must be correct here, rather than the
date, since 9 April (= 5 Ides April) was the date of the royal confirmation;
licence to elect had been granted on 28 March: CPR, 1272-1281, pp. 45-6.

143 The detail of the arrangements has been omitted, since the full text is printed
in the White Book, pp. 56-7 (no. 51).



144 The Peterborough Chronicles

94. Adquisiuit enim idem abbas Ricardus cum auxilio sui conuentus
manerium de Gounthorp’” et boscum de Hawelound cum terris,
pratis, pascuis et pasturis, de domino Galfrido de Suthorp” milite pro
CCL marcis sterlingorum,'** ad quam solucionem faciendam recepit
idem abbas ex parte conuentus de fratre Willelmo de Louhton’ tunc
celerario conuentus Ixxxviij marcas argenti. Super quo factum erat
tunc temporis tale memorandum in registro conuentus: [Wh. fo. 98v]

Memorandum quod anno Domini M.CC.LXXX et anno prelacionis
domini Ricardi abbatis sexto concessum est per eundem abbatem
et conuentum quod celerarius conuentus qui pro tempore fuerit
recipiet de thesauraria conuentus annuatim pro manerio de
Gonethorp’ lijj s. iiij d., donec persoluantur plenarie Ixxxviij marce,
quas idem abbas recepit ex mutuo de fratre Willelmo de Louhton’
tunc celarario consensu conuentus ad solutionem faciendam
domino Galfrido de Suthorp” pro manerio predicto.

95. Valet enim illud manerium per annum xx marcas. Statuit eciam
idem abbas quod x marce de eodem manerio assignentur annuatim
ad anniuersarium suum, uidelicet v marce ad refectionem fratrum,
et v marce ad distribucionem omnium pauperum eodem die
aduenientium. Conuentus uero procuretur in uino, flatonibus et
piscibus illo die uel aliis diebus, prout melius poterit expediri, et
ponatur ferculum ad mensam ad opus pauperum illo die uel aliis
diebus de dicto anniuersario prout conuentus procuratur. Saluis
aliis que fiunt pro abbatibus per celerarium conuentus debitis et
consuetis, ita ut quilibet pauper habeat unum panem precii quadrantis
et ij alleces; de residuo si quod fuerit uisitentur pauperes in uilla, et
illi maxime qui non ualent pre uerecundia mendicare, seruientes in
ecclesia, in sartrino, et alii qui libenter ueniunt ad signa pulsanda,
monacho distribuente debent respici caritatis intuitu. Alias autem
X marcas assignauit annuatim thesaurarie conuentus ad usum
eiusdem.

96. Boscum de Hawelund assignauit sacristie, ita uidelicet ut
cum primo uestura illius bosci emeretur unum uestimentum ad
celebrandum officium diuinum [Wh. fo. 99r] die anniuersarii sui. Quod
quidem uestimentum frater Willelmus Salman sacrista postea emit
cum prima predicta uestura bosci predicti, uidelicet capam, casulam
et tria dalmatica de rubeo ueluto non brudato, et v albas cum paruris

144 Geoffrey’s charter, Sw. fo. 36v, gives the sum as 550 marks, as does Chr.P,,
p- 25 (where the previous entry records a payment of 250 marks), supplying
the date 1277; on the subsequent purchase of Southorpe from the same man,
below 105.
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He also caused the granary of the convent to be built and ordered that
the abbot’s servants should not henceforth be allowed access to it.

94. Abbot Richard with the aid of the convent acquired the manor
of Gunthorpe and the wood of Hawelund, with its lands, meadows,
grazing rights and pasture, from Geoffrey of Southorpe, knight, for
250 marks sterling,** towards which payment the abbot received
from the convent by the hand of brother William of Loughton the
convent cellarer 88 marks of silver. In respect of this the following
memorandum was made at the time in the convent register.

Memorandum that in the year of our Lord 1280 and in the sixth
year of the prelacy of Abbot Richard, it was provided by the same
abbot and the convent that the convent cellarer at the time shall
receive from the convent treasury 53s. 4d. annually in respect of the
manor of Gunthorpe, until we have paid back in full the 88 marks
which the abbot received as a loan from William of Loughton the
cellarer with the assent of the convent, towards the payment made
to Geoffrey of Southorpe for the manor.

95. This manor is worth 20 marks a year. The abbot further established
that 10 marks from the manor should be assigned to keep his
anniversary, namely five marks for the monks’ refreshment and 5
marks to be distributed among all the poor who shall come on that
day. The convent shall be provided with wine, flounders and other fish
dishes on that day, or other days if that should prove more convenient,
and the convent shall arrange for a dish to be placed on the table for the
benefit of the poor on that day or on the other days of the anniversary.
All this to be in addition to the other accustomed provisions made by
the convent cellarer in respect of abbots, namely that each poor person
shall have a farthing loaf and two herrings, and if anything is left over
it shall be taken to the poor within the town, especially those whose
modesty prevents them from begging, to the servants in the church
and in the tailors” workshop, and any others who shall come freely
when the bell is sounded, the monk making the distribution taking all
this into account in a spirit of charity. The other ten marks he assigned
to the convent treasury for its use.

96. He assigned the wood of Hawelund to the sacristy, with the
provision that from its first cropping a set of vestments should be
bought to celebrate the divine office on the day of his anniversary.
Brother William Salmon the sacrist thereafter purchased a set of
vestments from the first cropping: namely a cope, a chasuble and
three dalmatics, made of red velvet, unembroidered, and five albs
with apparels of red velvet, finely embroidered with shields of
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de eodem rubeo ueluto cum scutis diuersi coloris bene brudatis, cum ij
stolis et tribus manipulis de eadem secta bene brudatis, et j stola cum j
manipulo de eodem ueluto non brudato. Dedit eciam idem abbas unam
albam de rubeo samito cum ymaginibus stantibus aurifragiatis, cum
stola et manipulo de eodem samito brudatis cum uineis et capitibus
regum et episcoporum. Libros enim xij donauit ecclesie sue, ut patet in
rotulis precentoris."*?

97. Tempore ipsius abbatis comes Glouernie dominus Gilbertus de
Clare, qui erat unus ex maioribus terre, quoniam filiam regis Anglie
duxerat in uxorem, dictum abbatem de manerio de la Bigging’
implacitauit. Existente die placiti uidelicet in crastino sancti Nicolai
anno Domini M.CC.LXXXYV et anno regni regis Edwardi filii Henrici
terciodecimo coram iusticiariis itinerantibus apud Norhamton™*
dictus comes dictum abbatem per manum accepit et simul sedebant
illo die, et fraudulenter hoc fecit ut abbas non haberet seriantiam pro
negociis suis expediendis, nec ut aliquis pro causa ipsius abbatis se
opponere seu defendere quoquomodo auderet. Abbate tunc petente a
iusticiario ut unus ex suis monachis respondere posset; iusticiario non
negante surrexit frater Willelmus de Wodeforde tunc sacrista ab abbate
suo benedictionem petendo perrexit ad barum, nec faciem ipsius
propter timorem comitis uerebatur, set quasi petra firmissima supra
petram id est Christum fundata, [Wh. fo. 99v] negocia sua ut fidelis
minister personaliter defendebat, petens uisum breuis et optinuit, quo
uiso rogauit ut ab alio legeretur, quo perlecto peciit iudicium super
defectum in breui, quoniam scriptum erat, Rex Norhamton’ salutem,
hoc uerbo uicecomiti omisso, unde prostratum erat illud breue et
comes sine die.

98. Isto peracto dictus comes festinauit se apud regem ad
impetrandum aliud breue super eodem et optinuit. Abbas autem
habito eius consilio misit lohannem de Aschfordeby rectorem ecclesie
de Castre'” et dominum Henricum rectorem ecclesie de Clopton’,
et Bernardum de Castre® apud regem. Venientibus istis ad curiam
regis inuenerunt comitem predictum loquentem cum rege. Tremebant

145 Library, BP 12, pp. 34-6.

146 See also Chr. P, pp. 102-4; Crook, General Eyre, p. 153. The 13th year was 20
Nov 1284 - 19 Nov 1285.

147 John of Asfordby was instituted to Polebrook on 26 June 1284, after the abbot
had established his right to present, and transferred to Castor on 31 Jan. 1288:
Reg. Sutton, 2, pp. 40-1, 64; Chr.P. pp. 77-9. He died on 20 Oct. 1314 and was
buried in the Dominican friary at Stamford: Fraunceys Register A, no. 393 (pp.
463-4).

148 Henry of Aldwincle appointed rector of Clapton on death of mag. Lambert of
Fiskerton 17 March 1291: Reg. Sutton, 2, p. 87.
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various colours, and two stoles and three maniples of the same
material finely embroidered, and a stole and a maniple of the same
velvet unembroidered. The abbot also gave an alb of red samite, with
standing figures embroidered in gold threat, and a stole and a maniple
of the same material embroidered with vines and the heads of kings
and bishops. Moreover he gave 12 books to his church, as appears in
the precentor’s rolls.'*s

97. In the time of this abbot the earl of Gloucester, Gilbert de Clare,
who was one of the greatest men in the land, for he was married to
a daughter of the king of England, sued this abbot in respect of the
manor of Biggin Grange. On the day on which the case was to be
heard, namely 7 December 1285, in the 13th year of King Edward
son of Henry, before the itinerant justices at Northampton,'* the earl
grasped the abbot by the hand, and yet on the same day he claimed -
quite fraudulently — that the abbot had no accredited lawyer to pursue
his business, nor should anyone else be heard appearing or answering
for the abbot in this case in any respect. The abbot then sought leave
from the justice that one of his monks should be allowed to reply.
When this was granted up stood William of Woodford, the sacrist,
and having sought his abbot’s blessing he proceeded to the bar, his
countenance showing no sign that he was afraid of the earl. Rather, as
a rock founded on a rock, that is Christ, he argued his case in person
as a faithful minister. He asked for and was granted permission to see
the writ; when he had seen it he asked that someone should read it
out; and when it had been read out he asked for a ruling in respect of
a deficiency in the writ, for in it was written ‘the king of Northampton
greeting’, the words ‘to the sheriff’ having been omitted. The writ was
therefore invalid and the earl went without a day.

98. After this had happened, the earl rushed to the king to request
another writ in respect of the case, which he obtained. Then the abbot,
having taken advice from them, sent John of Ashfordby, rector of the
church of Castor,"”” and Henry, rector of the church of Clapton,'* and
Bernard of Castor,' to the king. When they came into the king’s court
they found the earl speaking with the king. They were quaking in
their boots and did not dare approach the king for fear of the earl.
Once the earl had left the king bearing his writ, other men came before
the king on the abbot’s behalf and suggested to him, as a matter of
fact, that the monastery of Peterborough was one of his own houses,

149 Bailiff of the northern’ group of manors between 1300 and 1310: King,
Peterborough Abbey, pp. 136-7. There are frequent references to him between
1287 and 1317, when he was pensioned off: Pytchley, p. 65; Fraunceys Register
A, no. 16; NRO, F/M, nos. 1558, 1563-4, 1567; White Book, no. 294.
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et \non/ audebant attingere ad regem propter timorem comitis.
Recedente comite a rege cum breue suo, alii ex parte abbatis accesserunt
suggestionem regi facientes et uerum dixerunt quod domus de Burgo
domus sua erat et ex progenitoribus suis fundata et nihil posset
abbas perdere quin ipse perderet, ita loquentes quod dominus rex
concessit eisdem per breue suum quod abbas non responderet alicui
sine rege, et habuerunt per clericos cancellarie quod datum in breui
pro comite erat talis diei hora tercia. Ideo in breui pro abbate apponita
erat per eorum consilium eiusdem diei hora prima. Recesserunt a
curia regis cum magna celeritate uenientes apud Norhamton’ ubi bis
uocati fuerunt abbas et comes antequam uenerunt. Tertia uice uocate
fuerunt partes predicte et apparuerunt hora sexta. Tunc dictus comes
demonstrauit breue regis pro ipso, cuius datum erat tali anno et tali
die hora tercia. Et abbas demonstrauit breue regis pro se quod sine
rege non respon[Wh. fo. 100r]deret alicui, cuius datum anno et die ut
in breui pro comite sed hora prima. Et sic cessauit placitum, ita quod
abbas cum manerio suo iuit quietus, et comes sine die."”

99. In ipsius eciam abbatis Ricardi tempore dum stetit in officio
sacristie erecta est turris magna ad ostium ecclesie et perfecta in
qua pendent magne campane. Fecit eciam fieri duas campanas dum
sacrista que uocantur les Loundreis, quia ipse de Londoniis erat et de
Londoniis eas adduci fecerat.

100. In eius tempore incoata est capella Beate Marie Virginis anno
Domini M.CC.LXX.I per uenerabilem uirum dominum Willelmum
Parys tunc priorem, qui primum lapidem tocius capelle fabrice
apponens manu propria, plurimaque euangelia in quadem cedula
scripta sub eodem lapide apposuit. Ad huius eciam fundamenti
initium fuerunt plures de confratribus, et alii viri nobiles, ympnum
Veni Creator Spiritus ad laudem et gloriam Virginis Gloriose deuote
psallentes. Vir iste non solum opus istud incoauit uerum eciam
per gratiam continuandam celitus consummauit.”' Ista capella ex
lapidibus et lignis constructa plumbo cooperta et fenestris uitreis
decenter ornata, ymaginem dicte Virginis Gloriose una cum
geniolagia circa eam descripta, que Jesse nuncupatur, honorifice fiere
fecit. Deinde ymagines regum Anglie a primo usque ad ultimum circa
parietes seriatim una cum eorum uita sub compendio scripta fieri
perfecit. Iste Willelmus adquisiuit quinque libratas argenti et amplius
annui redditus ad illuminacionem dicte capelle. Mortuus enim est et
iacet in ecclesia coram Beata Virgine Maria sedente cum filio super

150 EELR, 3, pp. 245-9. The case is discussed in Michael Prestwich, Edward I
(London, 1988), p. 295; and see further, Parliament Rolls, 1, ed. Paul Brand,
p- 69, showing the earl still arguing the case in 1290-91.
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founded by his ancestors, so that anything which the abbot lost was
his loss also. After they had spoken in these terms, the king granted
by his writ that the abbot should not respond to anyone save before
the king. They were informed by the clerks of the chancery that the
date given in the earl’s writ was ‘on such and such a day at the third
hour’. And so on the writ for the abbot, by their counsel, it was written
‘on the same day at the first hour”. They then left the king’s court and
came in great haste before the justices at Northampton. Both abbot
and earl had been summoned twice before they appeared. At the
third summons the two parties appeared at the sixth hour. Then the
earl produced the king’s writ for him, dated to such a year and such a
day at the third hour. And the abbot produced his writ from the king,
saying that he should not respond to anyone without the king, given
in the same year and the same day as in the earl’s writ, but at the first
hour. The case was thus concluded, the abbot with his manor going
quit, and the earl without a day."

99. In Abbot Richard’s day, while he was still sacrist, the great tower
over the door to the church was built and completed, and the great
bells were hung in it. He had two bells made as sacrist, which were
called the The Londoners, since he himself was from London and they
had been brought up from London.

100. In his day, the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary was begun in
1272 by that venerable man William Paris, the prior. He laid the first
stone of the building with his own hand, and under the stone he
placed a roll containing a number of texts from the scriptures. At the
laying of this first stone there were present many of our confraternity,
and other noble men, all of them singing devotedly the hymn Veni
Creator Spiritus in praise and honour of the Glorious Virgin. This
man not only started the work but with the continuing favour of the
Lord he was able to complete it.”! He ensured that it was built to the
highest standards in stone and wood and roofed with lead. It had
stained glass windows appropriately decorated, showing the image
of the same Blessed Virgin, with a genealogy set around her, which
is called a Jesse. Thereafter he arranged to have set around the walls
portraits of the kings of England, from the first to the most recent, one
after another, with a brief biography in writing under each one. Prior
William acquired £5 and more in annual rent for the lighting of the
chapel. Thereafter he died and he lies in the church before the image

151 A date for the completion of the Lady Chapel is found in the record that the
rector of Normanby died on the feast of the Nativity of Our Lady, 8 Sept. 1277,
and was buried ‘in noua capella beate Marie de Burgo” Fraunceys Register A,
no. 432.
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columpnam ante capud occidentale dicte capelle. [Wh. fo. 1009]
Sepultus etiam erat ibidem die sancti Apolinaris anno Domini M.CC.
LXXXVI, cuius anime propicietur Deus."®

101. Abbas autem Ricardus prenominatus de debitis predecessoris sui
MM marc” acquietauit et laudabiliter vixit. Postquam eciam ecclesiam
suam per viginti duos annos et dimidium rexisset, feliciter uitam
finiuit anno Domini M.CC.LXXXXV in crastino Assumpsionis Beate
Marie uidelicet feria tercia. Corpus cuius iacuit in camera abbatis
usque ad diem sepulture eius; interim pro eius anima diebus et
noctibus psalteria et alie deuociones a fratribus dicebantur; feria uero
sexta sequente statim post capitulum in ecclesiam per portam abbacie
ut moris est a toto conuentu deferebatur; et in crastino ante altare
sancti Andree honorifice sepulture trabebatur. Abbas de Ramiseye
nomine Iohannes de Sautre ad hoc specialiter uocatus officium
sepulture predicte ministrauit, presentibus domino Odone abbate de
Thorneye, domino Radulpho abbate Croilande, et abbate de Sautre,
ac priore de Spaldinge, cum baronibus et militibus ac aliis multis
magnatibus, qui eo die post officium sepulture peractum omnes in
refectorio comederunt. Post prandium uero cunctis adhuc in refectorio
existentibus accessit quidam famulus nomine regis qui seysiuit totam
abbaciam in manum regis, tam ea que spectabant ad baroniam quam
ad singulares obedienciarios. Et post duo alii successiue, uidelicet unus
miles et alius clericus nomine magister Ricardus de Norhamton’>*
qui homagia de tenentibus abbatis tam infra Nassum Burgi quam
extra ceperunt, et in crastino sancti Bartholomei hundredum apud
Finset tenuerunt, sicut antiquitus fieri consueuit, scilicet ibi uel apud
molendinum de [Wh. fo. 101r] Croylande uel iuxta fontem eiusdem
uille.

102. Die autem sepulture predicti patris Ricardi, frater Willelmus
de Wodeforde tunc sacrista et frater Ricardus de Colston” tunc
pitanciarius ingressi sunt refectorium in fine prandii, presentibus
abbatibus, baronibus et aliis magnatibus, postulantes a domino
Waltero de Walingford” tunc priore et ab aliis prelatis ibidem
reficientibus benedictionem, oracionem, et suffragia; optentis illorum
benedictione et suffragiis statim regis curiam adierunt licenciam
eligendi abbatem petentes, quod et graciose impetrauerunt a
domino rege.””® Redeuntibus illis de curia fuit dies electionis in festo

152 Tillemans Drawings, no. 219.1: “in boreali. parte eiusdem ecclesie’; the drawing
is taken from Book of Monuments, fo. 122v. The exact location, in the north
transept, is shown in Browne Willis, A Survey of the Cathedrals of Lincoln, Ely,
Oxford and Peterborough (London, 1730), plan facing p. 476.
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of the Blessed Virgin Mary seated with her son, which is on a column
at the west end of the chapel."”> He was buried on 23 July 1286 and may
the Lord have mercy on his soul.'**

101. Abbot Richard cleared the debts of his predecessor amounting
to 2000 marks and led a praiseworthy life. After he had ruled his
church for twenty-two and a half years, he died a blessed death on
the day after the Assumption of the Blessed Mary, [16 August] 1295,
which was a Tuesday. His body lay in the abbot’s chamber until the
day of his burial. In the meanwhile psalms and other devotions were
said by the brethren day and night for the repose of his soul. On
the Friday following, in accordance with custom, immediately after
the meeting of chapter, his body was borne with a procession of all the
monks into the church through the abbey gate. On the following day
he was honourably buried before the altar of St Andrew. The abbot
of Ramsey, John of Sawtry, came by special invitation to conduct the
funeral service, and there were present Odo, abbot of Thorney, Ralph,
abbot of Crowland, the abbot of Sawtry, the prior of Spalding, along
with barons and knights and many other great men, all of whom were
entertained in the refectory after the funeral service. After the meal,
when a number still remained in the refectory, there arrived an official
who in the king’s name seized the whole abbey into the king’s hands,
both that which belonged to the barony and that which belonged to
each of the obedientiaries. After him two others came in succession, a
knight and a clerk who was called master Richard of Northampton,'*
and they received the homage of all the tenants of the abbey both
within and without Nassaborough. On 25 August they held a hundred
court at Finset, in the place fixed by long custom, namely there or at
the mill of Crowland or next to the well in that township.

102. On the day of the burial of father Richard, brother William of
Woodford, the sacrist, and brother Richard of Colston, the pittancer,
came into the refectory at the end of the meal. There in the presence of
the abbots and barons and other great men, they sought from Walter
of Wallingford the prior and the other prelates eating there a blessing,
prayers and their commission. Having obtained these, they went
immediately to the king’s court asking for licence to elect an abbot;
and there they obtained the gracious permission of the king."”> When
they returned from the court, the day of election was set on the feast of

153 CAP, s.a. 1286 (p. 155), notes his death and that he was succeeded as prior by
Richard of Barnwell.

154 He received a pension of 40s a year from the abbey in 1295-96 and was
granted an annuity in 1317: White Book, nos. 2, 295.

155 License to elect granted 24 Aug. at Westminster: CPR, 1292-1301, p. 143.
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Decollacionis sancti Iohannis Baptiste proximo futuro. Et sic in eodem
festo super Willelmum de Wodeforde descendebat electio.*

De Willelmo de Wodeforde abbate.”

103. Willielmus natus in Schelton et uocatus de Wodeforde, quia ibi erat
nutritus cum quodam amico, de officio sacristie per viam compromissi
electus est in abbatem Burgi. Vir autem erat eloquens et in mundana
sapiencia excellenter edoctus et in iure canonico et in ciuili expertus.
Virtutum et morum bonorum floribus repletus, inter omnes religiosos
Anglie singulariter efulsit. Hic per biennium ante electionem
suam propter inualitudinem predecessoris sui abbatis Ricardi per
iniunctiones domini Oliueri Lincolniensis episcopi coadiutor abbatis
erat et omnem curam habebat tam infra monasterium quam extra. Set
in temporibus Iohannis et Roberti abbatum continue domus negocia
tam in curia regis quam alibi exequebatur.

104. Iste postquam in abbatem est prefectus iura ecclesie sue et
libertates strenue gubernabat. Hic enim ut dicebatur quo ad religionem
[Wh. fo. 101v] sic habebat quod in suis actibus irreprehensibilis
erat; subditis suis pium exemplum transfundens, unde propter
excellenciam sapiencie et religionum, in generali capitulo apud
Glastoniam celebrato, presidens erat electus anno prelacionis sue
tercio.””” Hic erat mansuetus et benignus mitis et affabilis omnibus et
singulis et precipue confratribus suis, nunquam aliquem maledixit
nec iuramentum aliquod emisit. Boscum uel alnetum uel aliquod
genus arborum nunquam uendere uoluit; sed si miles uel aliquis alius
uicinus arborem ab eo postulasset, xx s. uel unam marcam uel x s. aut
dimidium marce ei dare precepit secundum postulantis condicionem,
dicens se non ausum esse consumere thesaurum ecclesie sue.
Confratres suos et precipue infirmos de cibis sibi appositis et uino
frequenter uisitauit.

105. Hic enim dum fuit sacrista manerium de Suthorp cum bosco
de domino Galfrido de Suthorp milite magnis laboribus et expensis
adquisiuit, quod ualet per annum xx libras, et postea dum fuit
abbas assignauit illud idem manerium conuentui.®® Similiter dum
fuit sacrista fecit fieri in hostillaria conuentus magnas cameras. Ac
eciam dum abbas erat in abbacia capellam abbatis renouauit magnis

“ et monaco Burgi added to rubric in a later hand.

156 The bishop confirmed the election at Chalcombe on 11 Sept., and blessed the
abbot at Gaddesden on 25 Sept. 1295: Reg. Sutton, 2, pp. 131-2.

157 He and Abbot William of Malmesbury were elected as abbots president at
the chapter held at Northampton on 23 Sept. 1298: Chapters, 1, no. 48.
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the decollation of St John the Baptist next following. And on that day
the choice fell upon William of Woodford."*

William of Woodford, abbot and monk of Peterborough.

103. William, born in Shelton and called ‘of Woodford’, since he was
brought up there along with a friend, was from the office of sacrist
by compromission elected to the abbacy of Peterborough. He was an
eloquent speaker, bountifully supplied with worldly wisdom, and
learned in both canon and civil law. A man of great virtue, a model
of good living, he shone as a beacon amongst all the religious of
England. For two years before his election, because of the illness of
his predecessor Abbot Richard, by the mandate of Oliver bishop
of Lincoln, he had been the abbot’s coadjutor and had taken all
responsibility both within the monastery and without. And in the
time of Abbots John and Robert he had assiduously carried out the
house’s business both in the king’s court and elsewhere.

104. After he had been promoted to the office of abbot he vigorously
maintained the rights and liberties of his church. In all matters of
religion, so it was said, his behaviour was beyond reproach, and his
pious example was followed by his subordinates. For this reason,
because he excelled in wisdom and religious observance, in the
general chapter held at Glastonbury in his third year he was elected
as abbot president.”” He was a gracious and kindly man, gentle and
courteous to all and especially towards his brethren, never speaking
ill of anyone or uttering any kind of oath. He was never prepared to
sell woodland or alder grove or any type of timber. Should a knight
or any other of his neighbours ask for a grant of woodland, he would
order that he be given 20s., or a mark, or 10s., or half a mark, according
to his rank, saying that he dared not diminish the capital of his church.
He would often take food and wine from his own table to the brothers
and particularly to the sick.

105. While he was sacrist, by great labour and at great expense he
purchased the manor of Southorpe with its woodland, valued at £20
a year, from Geoffrey of Southorpe, knight. Thereafter when he was
abbot he assigned this manor to the convent.™ Also when he was
sacrist he built spacious rooms in the convent guest-house. And again
when he was abbot, he restored the abbot’s chapel within the abbey
at great cost. Within the precincts he was also responsible for the

158 White Book, no. 29, dated 19 May 1297: ‘non sine corporali labore et mentalibus
angustiis, nec absque solutionibus et expensis sumptuosis’; for the earlier
purchase of the manor of Gunthorpe from the same man, above 94; for both
transactions King, Peterborough Abbey, pp. 42-3.
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sumptibus. Similiter in abbacia fieri fecit unam grangiam feni. Et
apud Eye unum molendinum uentricum et aulam ibidem in manerio
incepit. Xvij libros ecclesie donauit, ut patet in rotulis precentoris.
Acquietauit eciam de debitis predecessoris sui Ricardi DCCCC marcas.

106. Approbauit insuper concessionem, ordinacionem et statutum
predecessoris sui predicti ac in perpetuum confirmauit sub hac forma.
[Wh. fo. 102r]

Ego frater Willielmus, monasterii predicti minister, et predicti
uenerabilis patris domini Ricardi abbatis proximus successor,
quantum in me est, pro me et successoribus meis ratifico et
confirmo plene et integre secundum carte tenorem predecessoris
nostri supradicti. Et quia in tempore meo super liberacionem xiij
panum per diem qui dicuntur mastiui controuersia mouebatur, ego
dictus Willelmus abbas mera et spontanea uoluntate, liberacionem
vij mastiuvorum de pistrino abbatis perpetuis temporibus
liberandorum pro me et successoribus meis gratis assumpsi
faciendam, viz. [ij seruientibus in ecclesia]* ' ij seruientibus in
sartrino, seruienti camerarii qui dicitur wodeman, seruienti de
pistrino qui dicitur lodesman, et seruienti refectorarii qui dicitur
pincerna. Ita quod celerarius conuentus respondeat vj seruientibus
coquine conuentualis de vj mastiuis eisdem per diem spectantibus.
In cuius rei testimonium presenti scripto sigillum meum una cum
sigillo conuentus est appensum.

107. Cum autem appropinquasset dies resolucionis sue tactus
infirmitate qua obiit conuocari fecit fratrem Walterum de Walingford’
tunc priorem et omnem congregationem, sacramenta ecclesiastica
ipsis presentibus accepit donans pacem omnibus. Obiit uero die sancti
Firmini episcopi anno prelacionis sue quarto finiente, preter tres
ebdomodas et vj dies. Sepultus est eciam ante altare sancti Andree. Et
uacabat abbacia a die sancti Firmini usque ad diem Sergii et Bachi."”'

De nobili Godefrido abbate et eius operibus.

108 [Wh. fo. 102v] Godefridus uenerabilis monachus Burgi et professus,
natus et uocatus de Croyland, de officio pitanciarii electus est in
abbatem Burgi, anno Domini M.CC.LXXXXVIIII in die sanctorum
Sergii et Bachi,'? et fecit ingressus suos die sancti Thome martiris
infra Natale Domini.

“ij ... ecclesia om. Wh. Text from Abbot Godfrey’s confirmation, White Book, no. 155, at
p. 177

159 Library, BP13, pp. 36-9.
160 An undated memorandum in Fraunceys Register A, no. 513, records that each
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construction of a hay-barn. At Eye he started to build a windmill and
a hall in the manor. He gave 17 books to the church, as appears on the
precentor’s rolls.”” He paid off debts of his predecessor Abbot Richard
amounting to 900 marks.

106. He upheld the grant, ordinance and statute of his predecessor
and confirmed it in perpetuity in the following manner.

I brother William, steward of this church, and next successor to the
venerable father, Abbot Richard, in so far as I can, for myself and my
successors, do ratify and confirm, full and entire, what is set out in
the charter of my predecessor [93]. And since in my time there has
been controversy over the allocation of 13 loaves each day, which
are known as maslin loaves, I, Abbot William, of my own free will
have taken it upon myself to supply 7 maslin loaves from the abbot’s
bakehouse, in perpetuity on behalf of myself and my successors:
namely for two servants in the church,'® two servants in the tailors’
shop, the chamberlain’s servant who is called wodeman, the bakery
servant who is called lodesman, and the refectory servant who
is called butler. This leaves the convent cellarer responsible for
finding six maslin rolls each day for the six servants who work in
the convent kitchen. In witness of which this writing bears my seal
alongside the seal of the convent.

107. When the day of his death drew near, struck down by the
illness from which he died, he brought together brother Walter of
Wallingford, the prior, and all of the community, received the last rites
in their presence and gave his blessing to them all. He died on the
day of St Firminus the bishop, having ruled for four years less three
weeks and six days, and was buried before the altar of St Andrew. The
abbey was vacant from the day of St Firminus to that of Sts Sergius
and Bacchus.'

The noble Abbot Godfrey and his deeds.

108. The venerable Godfrey, a professed monk of Peterborough,
was born in and called ‘of Crowland’; from the office of pittancer
he was elected to the abbacy on the day of Sts Sergius and Bacchus
in the year of the Lord 1299;'? and he made his entry on the feast of
St Thomas the martyr during the Christmas festival.

of these two serjeants received a stipend of 13s 4d a year and an allowance of
grain.

161 25 Sept. — 7 Oct. 1299: Heads, 2, p. 58. Godfrey of Crowland and Simon of
Frieston brought news of death of abbot William and were given license to
elect 30 Sept. 1299: CPR, 1292-1301, p. 440.

162 The bishop confirmed the election at Louth on 19 Oct. and blessed the abbot
at Bardney on 25 Oct. 1299: Reg. Sutton, 2, p. 165.
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109. Rex autem Edwardus filius regis Henrici tertii misit eidem abbati
ad eius ingressus unam cuppam formosam de argento et deauratum,
cuius precium C [blank]® quod maximum signum amoris erat de
tanto domino.'* Similiter cum idem abbas in prima creacione sua pro
uacacione abbacie finem fecerit cum eodem domino rege pro mille
marcis de Kokedon’, et pro auro regine pro C marcis de Kokedon’, idem
rex secrete muniuit eundem abbatem ut festinaret se cum solucione
facienda de dicta pecunia, quoniam mutacio monete foret in festo
Natiuitatis Domini proximo sequente; et ita fuit.'®* Deinde idem abbas
peciit a domino rege confirmacionem cartarum domus sue, ut de
possessionibus, libertatibus, et aliis, pro qua confirmacione dominus
Walterus de Langeton” tunc regis thesaurarius peciit ab abbate mille
marcas sterlingorum sine diminucione aliquali. Tunc abbas requisitus
arege quid et quantum thesaurarius peciit, respondit quod non posset
minus euadere cum confirmacione cartarum quam pro mille marcis.
Rex autem subridens fecit uocari thesaurarium suum et quesiuit
qualiter se habuit erga abbatem, qui respondit nisi amicus uester
fuisset non minus quam pro mille marcis euaderet. Tunc rex concessit
abbati confirmacionem cartarum suarum ex gratia sua speciali, ita ut
nihil solueretur nisi tamen feoda cancellarie.

110. [Wh. fo. 103r] Anno eius primo apud Eyebiri consummauit
aulam pulcherrimam quam prius abbas Willielmus predecessor eius
inceperat, cuius sumptus vj li. xvj s. xj d. ob. Item ibidem inclusit
landam que prius iacuit uelut pastura ad sustentacionem ferarum,
cuius sumptus xxvj s. iiij d. Item apud Castre fecit fieri unam nouam
boueriam in Estun pro profunda et lutosa fuga boum tempore seminis
euitanda, cuius sumptus lij s. j d. Item apud Wermington” unam
nouam bercariam in manerio iuxta portam, cuius sumptus xxv s.
vj d. ob. Item apud le Bigging’ unum nouum stagnum. Item apud
Irtlingburg’” fecit includi orientale latus manerii cum nouis portis
ante aulam, cum nouo muro de petra, quoniam prius erat quasi
derelictum, cuius sumptus Ixix s. xj d. ob. Item in abbacia fecit fieri
unam garderobam fortem et pulcherrimam inter magnam ecclesiam
et capellam suam cum almariis pulcherrimis in fine capelle, cuius
sumptus xxiij li.
Summa: xxxviij li. x s. x d. ob.’

“ Later gloss s. ut postea [157] ¥ The yearly totals are underlined

163 22 Nov. 1299. The king sent a letter with his gift, asking that the abbot
remember the king whenever he drinks from it: White Book, no. 111. This cup
was given to cardinal Luca Fieschi in 1317, when its value was stated to be 100
shillings: 157.
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109. The king, namely Edward the son of King Henry III, sent to the
abbot at the time of his entry a beautiful silver gilt cup worth 100
[blank], a sign of great favour from so great a lord.'® In like fashion,
when the abbot at the time of his appointment, fined with the king
for 1000 marks in crockards, and for queen’s gold for 100 marks in
crockards, in respect of the vacancy of the abbey, the king sent a secret
message to the abbot telling him to pay the money without delay, for
the exchange rate was to be altered the following Christmas. And
so it was.'® Then the abbot sought from the king a confirmation of
the charters of his house, in respect of its lands, liberties, and other
matters; for the which confirmation Walter Langton, the king’s
treasurer, required the abbot to pay 1000 marks sterling, with no
reduction. The abbot was then asked by the king what and how
much the treasurer was asking for, and he responded that there was no
way he could have his charters confirmed without paying 1000 marks.
The king then, with a smile on his face, summoned his treasurer
and asked him how he got on with the abbot; to which the treasurer
replied that were he not a friend of yours he would have had to pay at
least 1000 marks. The king then gave the abbot a confirmation of his
charters by his special grace, so that he paid nothing save the chancery
fees.

110. In his first year at Eyebury he completed a most elegant hall,
which his predecessor Abbot William had started to build earlier, at
a cost of £6 16s. 11%2d. In the same place he enclosed a piece of open
ground, hitherto left as pasture to be grazed by deer, at a cost of
26s. 4d. At Castor he built a new cattle-shed in Estriz, to avoid their
being driven long distances on muddy tracks at the time when the
fields were sown, at a cost of 52s. 1d. At Warmington he built a new
sheepcote adjacent to the manor gate, at a cost of 25s 6'%2d. At Biggin
Grange he built a new pond. At Irthlingborough he enclosed the
eastern boundary of the manor by renewing a stone wall, previously
derelict, and put up a new gate in front of the hall, at a cost of 69s.
11%2d. Within the abbey, between the great church and his own chapel,
he built a strong and handsome private chamber, with chests of fine
workmanship at the end of the chapel, at a cost of £23.
Total cost: £38 10s. 10%2d.

164 Foreign coins, called pollards and crockards, minted in imitation of English
sterling, had flooded into England after the Anglo-French truce of 1297, and
had caused inflation. Following an ordinance made in council at Christmas
1299, they were henceforth to be accepted at only a half their face value,
while after Easter 1300 only sterling was to be legal tender. Prestwich, Edward
I, pp. 530-2; Mavis Mate, ‘Monetary Policies in England, 1272-1307’, British
Numismatic Journal 41 (1972), 63-71.
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111. Anno eius secundo apud Burghbiri fecit fieri unum nouum
columbarium, unde sumptus Ixxix s. ix d. ob.!** Item ibidem unum
stagnum nouum cum fossato salicino ex una parte extra portam
in occidentali parte, cuius sumptus xxj li. Item apud Eyebiri nouam
domum, pistrinum et deyeriam, cuius sumptus vj li. ix s. j d. ob."® Item
apud Rumpele prope Eyebiri cuniculare nouum de sumptibus ix s.
vij d.'” Item ibidem nouum gardinum cum piris et pomeriis et aliis
plurimis decenter ornatum, cuius sumptus xxiiij s. vj d. Item apud
Colingham unam nouam bercariam in Dorinthorp” ubi nulla prius
erat, cuius sumptus vj li. iij s. vij d."® Item unam uaccariam [Wh. fo.
103v] cum suis clausuris iuxta Oxeneye cum ingressu et egressu per
pontem ad Burgfen’, cuius sumptus C s. In iiij pannis auri emptis Ixx
li. xviij s.

s. vij d.

112. Anno eius tercio apud Eye fieri fecit nouum molendinum
uentricum, quoniam uetus erat combustum, cuius sumptus vj li. vj s.
iiij d. ob. g. Item apud Thorp” unam nouam boueriam, cuius sumptus
xI s. v d. Item apud Walton” duas partes unius grangie feni, cuius
sumptus iiij li. xviij s. ob. q. Item apud Undele nouum molendinum
aquaticum, cuius sumptus iiij li. ix s. ij d. Item apud Walton” unam
nouam domum pro deieria, cuius sumptus xxxj s. j d. Item apud
Keteringe unum nouum stabulum, cuius sumptus xj li. xvj s. Item
apud Colingham unum molendinum uentricum, cuius sumptus ix
li. ix s. viij d. Item apud Fiskirton” nouum stabulum, cuius sumptus
viij li. xiiij s. iiij d. ob. Item unam domum ad portam Bolehithe pro
nauibus recipiendis. Item in liberatione fratri Ricardo de Estwick’
in dicta capella uitreandis x li. Item fieri fecit quoddam herbarium
pulcrum iuxta gardinum Dereby, quod circuiuit duplicibus stagnis
et pontibus et piris et herbis delicatissimis, cuius sumptus xxv li. Et
adquisiuit unum alnetum, anglice unum holt, inter dictum herbarium
et ripam de Neen.
Summa denariorum preter non scripta: xcvj li. ix s. ij d.

113. Anno eius quarto apud Eyebyri fieri fecit unum stabulum, cuius
sumptus vij s. v d. Item ibidem unum nouum fossatum salicinum inter
Talholt et nouum pratum, cuius sumptus vj li. xix s. viij d. Item apud
Wermington” unum communem furnum, [Wh. fo. 104r] cuius sumptus
xlv s. x d. Item apud le Bigging’ fecit assartari croftum inter manerium
et parcum, cuius sumptus lxj s. ij d. Item apud Keteringe unum nouum
parcum fieri fecit. Item apud Fiskirton” unum fossatum salicinum
inter clausum parci et mariscum, cuius sumptus xx s. iij d. Item in
abbacia unam longam domum inter grangiam feni et aulam regis,
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111. In his second year at Boroughbury he had a new dovecote made,
at a cost of 79s. 9%2d."® In the same place, outside the gate on the west
side, he made a new pond, with a willow-lined ditch on one side,
at a cost of £21. At Eyebury he built a new house, for a bakery and
a dairy, at a cost of £6 9s. 1/2d."® At Rumpele near Eyebury a new
rabbit warren costing 9s. 7d."” In the same place a new garden suitably
supplied with apple and pear and many other trees at a cost of 24s. 6d.
At Collingham a new sheep-fold at Danethorpe, where none had been
before, at a cost of £6 3s. 7d.'®® He created a new cow-pasture, suitably
enclosed, next to Oxney, with access to and from it across the bridge
to Borough Fen, at a cost of 100s. In purchasing four cloths of gold he
spent £70 18s.

Total spent in his second year, aside from what was not recorded:
£44 6s. 7d.

112. In his third year he built a new windmill at Eye, since the old one
had burnt down, at a cost of £6 6s. 4%d. At Longthorpe a new cowshed
costing 40s. 5d. At Walton two-thirds of a hay barn, costing £4 18s. %d.
At Oundle a new water mill, costing £4 9s. 2d. At Walton a new parlour
for the dairy, costing 31s. 1d. At Kettering a new stable block, costing
£11 16s. At Collingham a windmill costing £9 9s. 8d. At Fiskerton a
new stable block costing £8 14s. 4Y2d. He built a new boathouse at the
port of Bolehithe. In payment made to brother Richard of Eastwick to
lengthen the chancel at Oxney £12 4s. And for glazing three windows
in this chapel £10. He made a lovely herb garden next to the Derby
garden, containing pear trees and the most delicate herbs, which he
surrounded with a double ditch with bridges across to it, all at a cost of
£25. He also acquired an alder grove, in English called a holt, between
this herb garden and the river Nene.
The total cost, aside from what was not recorded: £96 9s. 2d.

113. In his fourth year at Eyebury he built a stable costing 7s. 5d. In
the same place a new willow-lined ditch between Tanholt and the new
meadow, at a cost of £6 19s. 8d. At Warmington a new communal oven,
at a cost of 45s. 10d. At Biggin Grange he had a croft assarted between
the manorial buildings and the park, at a cost of 61s. 2d. He had a new
park made at Kettering. At Fiskerton a willow-lined ditch between
the park boundary and the marsh, costing 20s. 3d. In the abbey a long
building between the hay barn and the king’s hall, costing £12. In

165 Accounts, pp. 18-19, giving the figure 79s. 5%2d.
166 Accounts, p. 35: ‘cost of the new bakery’.

167 Accounts, p. 35.

168 Accounts, p. 162: £4 1s. 4d.
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cuius sumptus xij li. Item incepit hoc anno nouam portam abbacie, et
fecit perscrutari fundamentum illius infra terram ex profunditate xv
pedum de uirga regia, et ibidem latomi inceperunt operari.

114. Emit eciam de domino Rogero de Miriden’ terras et tenementa
in Walton, Paston, Gunthorp’, et Witherington), pro ix li. et aliis
curialitatibus, et ualent per annum xxj s. ix d. quoniam sic dimittuntur
ad firmam."® De quibus assignauit xx s. annuatim ad anniuersarium
domini Willielmi de Wodeforde predecessoris sui, et xxj d. assignauit
seruitoribus ecclesie pro laboribus eorum circa uestimenta que dederat
ecclesie sue plicanda. Similiter assignauit ad dictum anniuersarium
predecessoris sui predicti unam marcam de Alwalton’ et Fletton’
que dicitur Wethersiluer, quos quidem denarios predictos receptores
conuentus annuatim recipiunt, et secundum quod predicitur faciunt
et distribuunt, quoniam idem Godefridus in uita sua sic statuit et
ordinauit.

115. Emit eciam pro magno altari hastam et crucem cum ymaginibus
crucifixi Marie et Iohannis ex utraque parte nobilissime factis de
argento et deauratum. Item duo magna candalabra de argento. Item
iiij turribula de argento cum iiij nauettis et iiij coclearibus argenteis,
uidelicet duo minora turribula pro corpore Christi in principalibus
festis incensando, et alia duo maiora [Wh. fo. 104v] pro conuentu
incensando. Item unum frontale cum capitibus hominum et diuersis
bestiis bene brudatis, pro quibus predictis soluit. xlvj li. xj s. v d. ob.
Item soluit eodem anno pro uestimentis xI li.
Summa: Cxxj li. v s. ix d. ob.

116. Anno eius quinto apud Eyebiri fecit fieri unum columbare
nouum, cuius sumptus xlvij s. ij d. Incepit eciam eodem anno
manerium de Northholm, ubi nunquam fuit prius manerium sed
iacuit uelud pastura. Inclusit eciam pratum de Cranemor in quo
continentur CC acre et amplius. Et in orientali parte de Cranemor de
terra arabili plantauit unum boscum et uocauit Childholm. Et alios tres
holmos de marisco circuiuit fossato salicino ac fraccinis et quercubus.
Item ibidem fieri fecit unum nouum fossatum de ripa de Neen usque
ad dictum manerium de Northolm. Et unum aliud fossatum inter le
Reche et mariscum, quorum sumptus xxxj li. ij s. ix d. ob. Item apud le
Bigging’ incepit includere et facere nouum parcum ex licencia domini
regis,”’ cuius sumptus xij li. xviij s. viij d. Item apud Cotingham
reedificauit unam grangiam, cuius sumptus vij li. xviij s. xj d. ob.

169 Roger of Meriden occurs as bailiff of Boroughbury, and as bailiff of the
western group of manors, in the 1290s: NRO, F/M 2387; Rockingham castle,
MS A4/33. On the make-up of this holding, see the note to CN, no. 143.
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this year he started to build a new gatehouse for the abbey: he had
the foundations carefully excavated to a depth of 15 ft by the royal
measure, and the masons built up from this level.

114. He also bought lands and tenements in Walton, Paston,
Gunthorpe and Werrington from Roger of Meriden for £9 and other
considerations; these were worth 21s. 9d a year, since they were farmed
out for this sum." From this he assigned 20s. a year to the anniversary
of William of Woodford his predecessor, and 21d. to the servitors of
the church for their work in sewing the vestments which he gave to the
church. He likewise assigned towards his predecessor’s anniversary
a mark from Alwalton and Fletton, called Wethersilver, which sum
the convent receivers received annually and used as we have already
stated, as he determined and ordained during his lifetime.

115. He also purchased for the high altar a staff and a cross, depicting
the Crucifixion, with Mary and John on either side, very finely made
in silver and gilt. Also two great silver candlesticks. And four silver
thuribles with four incense boats and four incense spoons, all of
silver, namely two small thuribles for incensing the body of Christ on
the principal feast days, and the other two larger, for incensing the
convent [147]. Also an altar frontal showing heads of men and various
beasts beautifully embroidered [144], for which he paid £46 11s. 5%2d.
In the same year he paid £40 for vestments.
Total: £121 5s. 9%4d.

116. In his fifth year at Eyebury he made a new dovecote at a cost of
47s. 2d. In this year he also started building a manor at Northolme,
where none had been before, since it had lain as pasture. He also
enclosed the meadow of Cranemore, which amounted to 200 acres and
more. And on the east side of Cranemore on arable land he planted
a wood which he called Childholm. He enclosed three islets within
the marsh with ditches lined with willow, ash and oak trees. In the
same place he had a new ditch dug from the banks of the Nene as
far as this manor of Northolme. And he made another ditch between
the Reaches and the marsh, all of which cost £31 2s. 9%2d. At Biggin
Grange he started to make and to enclose a new park, by licence of the
king,'” at a cost of £12 18s. 8d. At Cottingham he rebuilt a grange, at a
cost of £7 18s. 11%2d.

170 The royal licence was granted when the work was complete, on 21 Mar. 1307:
White Book, no. 259.
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117. Emit eciam hoc anno unum mesuagium et unum toftum
sexaginta et quatuordecim acras terre et quatuor acras prati cum
pertinenciis in uilla de Burgo Sancti Petri, Walton, Dodisthorp,
Carton’, Newerk’, Thorp, et Eye, pro Ix li. sterlingorum cum donis
et aliis curialitatibus, et uocatur feodum Gymicii.”! Et cartam regis
Edwardi pro ingressu habendo in dictum tenementum ex eius licencia
adquisiuit ut inferius patet. Postea uero totam predictam terram cum
omnibus suis pertinenciis una cum xviij d. de annuali redditu ad
eandem terram pertinentibus assignauit et donauit conuentui. [Wh.
fo. 105r] Et confirmaciones dominorum Cantuariensis archiepiscopi et
Lincolniensis episcopi super sentenciam excommunicacionis in omnes
qui contra assignationem et donationem predictam aliquam partem
dicte terre abstulerint et ablatum retinuerint impetrauit.

118. Eodem anno adquisiuit manerium de Lullington” cum suis
pertinenciis de Iohanne filio domini Gregorii de Lullington” militis
cum aduocacione ecclesie eiusdem uille et aliis iuribus pro Cxiij li. vj
s. viij d. et pro uno corrodio annuatim percipiendo in abbacia ad totam
uitam ipsius Iohannis, licencia domini regis Eduuardi super premissis
specialiter optenta ut infra patet.”> Corrodium ipsius Iohannis erat
tale, uidelicet pro se et ij garcionibus et ij equis cum camera et stabulo
in abbacia de Burgo.

Ita uidelicet quod idem Iohannes cum superioribus libere familie
abbatis de Burgo et successorum suorum in aula ipsius abbatis
ad mensam declinaret et admitteretur, et garciones sui cum
garcionibus ipsius abbatis similiter in mensa admitterentur. Et
si contingeret quod predictus Iohannes causa infirmitatis uel alia
certa causa necessaria ad mensam in aula ut predictum est declinare
nequiuerit, concessum erat ei quod reciperet de celario ipsius abbatis
singulis diebus duos panes albos et duas lagenas bone ceruisie et
unum ferculum integrum cum uno intermisso de coquina abbatis,
et garciones sui in aula ut predictum est nihilominus reciperentur.
Et quod perciperet pro equis suis cotidie fenum sufficiens et
octauam partem quarterii auene et focale sufficiens tempore yemali
in camera sua, ac eciam quod perciperet de garderoba dicti abbatis
annuatim duas robas, unam uidelicet de meliori sexta ualettorum
ad festum [Wh. fo. 105v] sancti Martini et aliam ad Pentecosten sibi
conuenientem pro statu suo cum fururis decentibus et decem libras
sterlingorum annuatim ad iiij terminos anni per equales porciones.
Istam conuentionem fideliter facere promittebant dicti abbas et
conuentus sub pena xI marcarum eidem Iohanni soluendarum, cum
eos contigerit, quod absit, in predicta conuencione eidem Iohanni
minus plene satisfacere aut desistendo deficere. Omnes istas
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117. In this year he also purchased a messuage and a toft, 74 acres
of land and 4 acres of meadow, with appurtenances, in the town of
Peterborough, Walton, Dogsthorpe, Carton, Newark, Longthorpe and
Eye for £60 in cash along with gifts and other considerations, which
was called the Gimiges fee."”! He obtained a charter of King Edward
giving him licence to obtain entry to this fee, as appears below.
Afterwards indeed he assigned and gave to the convent all of this land
with its appurtenances, including 18d. of annual rent attached to it.
He sought confirmations from the archbishop of Canterbury and the
bishop of Lincoln of the sentences of excommunication on all those
who took away and retained any part of this land, contrary to the
assignment and gift aforesaid.

118. In the same year he acquired the manor of Lutton with its
appurtenances, along with the advowson of the church of the
township and other rights, from John the son of Gregory of Lutton,
knight, for £113 6s. 8d. In respect of the above, he obtained a special
licence from King Edward for a corrody to be received in the abbey
for the duration of the lifetime of this John, as appears below.”> The
corrody was for John himself and two servants and two horses to
have a chamber and stabling within the abbey of Peterborough, in the
following terms.

Namely that John should resort and be admitted to the abbot’s hall,
and sit at table with the higher freemen in the household of the abbot
and his successors; and similarly his servants were to be admitted at
table alongside the servants of the abbot. And if it should happen
that John because of infirmity or for other specific reason was to be
unable to go to hall for his meals, then it is conceded to him that he
should receive each day from the abbot’s cellary two white loaves
and two flagons of good ale, and one main dish and one side-course
from the abbot’s kitchen; and notwithstanding this his servants
would be received in hall as aforesaid. And that he should receive
for his horse daily adequate amounts of hay and % qr. of oats; and
that in winter-time he should have adequate fuel for his chamber;
also that each year he should receive two robes properly lined
from the abbot’s wardrobe, namely one at the feast of St Martin,
as issued to the better class of servant, and the other at Pentecost,
appropriate to his rank. He was also to receive £10 in cash each year
at the four terms in equal portions. The abbot and convent promised
faithfully to observe this agreement on pain of 40 marks to be paid
to John, should they — perish the thought — not satisfy him in their

171 Pytchley, pp. 83-4.
172 White Book, pp. xxxii, no. 188, giving the date 28 Apr. 1304.
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conuenciones penes dictum Iohannem abbas et conuentus predicti
fideliter obseruarunt et tenuerunt.

119. Adquisiuit eciam idem Godefridus totum illud pratum
perpetualiter possidendum cum nouo calceto quod est inter Burgfen
et Oxeneylode, quod ualuit per annum aliquibus temporibus C s.
Predictum autem manerium de Lullington” quod ualet per annum
xx li. ac dictum pratum assignauit conuentui ad eius anniuersarium
faciendum et eidem conuentui una cum dicta terra Gymicii
imperpetuum per eius cartam confirmauit.

120. Carta domini Godefridi abbatis. Nouerint uniuersi quod anno
a Natiuitate Domini M.CCC.VIII in festo sancti Andree apostoli,
dominus Godefridus permissione diuina abbas de Burgo Sancti
Petri, uolens anime sue et animarum patris sui, matris sue,
fratrum suorum, sororum suarum, parentum suorum, abbatum
successorum, confratrum suorum, et omnium monasterii
benefactorum saluti prospicere, ad eternam memoriam ordinauit,
concessit, et assignauit sacro conuentui suo in eodem monasterio
Deo famulanti totum manerium de Lullington” per ipsum abbatem
regali assensu et largicione adquisitum cum omnibus suis
pertinenciis et cum omni seruicio liberorum hominum [Wh. fo.
106r] et bondorum cum omnibus comoditatibus predicto manerio
pertinentibus. Et Ixxiiij acras terre cum iiij acris prati et redditum
xviij d. per annum, que predictus abbas in Burgo, Dodisthorp’,
Carton’, Estfeld, Newerk, Walton” et Eye perpetualiter adquisiuit,
et totum illud pratum cum nouo calceto quod est inter Burfen et
Oxeneylode, quod idem abbas similiter adquisiuit, et ualet per
annum C s. Habendum et tenendum predictum manerium et totam
predictam terram cum prato, calceto, et redditu cum omnibus
suis iuribus et pertinentiis imperpetuum predicto conuentui
pro oneribus infra scriptis annuatim futuris temporibus fideliter
faciendis et in usus subscriptos absque diminucione conuertendis.
Videlicet C s. pro nouis ornamentis ecclesiasticis prouidendis
et in usum ecclesie ante dicte absque alienacione conseruandis.
Et si fortassis propter minoritatem pecunie ad ornamentorum
prouidentiam singulis annis non sufficiant, tunc pro diuersis
annis in thesaurario conuentus sub certa custodia colligantur et
reponantur, quousque per disposicionem conuentus ornamenta
decencia utiliter poterunt comparari. Et C s. pro cera emenda
ad inueniendum luminare et sustinendum circa tumbam ipsius
abbatis singulis annis sue deposicionis uel anniuersarii. Ita ut
completis exequiarum anniuersariis solennis quatuor libre cere
capelle beate Marie et quatuor libre altari Sancte Crucis et quatuor
libre capelle beati Thome martiris iuxta portam ad honorem diuini
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performance of this agreement or fall short in honouring it. The
abbot and convent would faithfully observe and keep to all these
agreements in respect of John.

119. Abbot Godfrey also acquired, to hold in perpetuity, all the
meadowland with the new causeway between Borough Fen and
Oxenlode, which in past days was worth 100s a year. The manor of
Lutton, worth £20 a year, along with this meadowland, he assigned to
the convent to celebrate his anniversary. He confirmed it, along with
the Gimiges holding, to the convent by his charter in perpetuity.

120. Charter of Abbot Godfrey. All should know that in the year of
Our Lord 1308 on the feast day of St Andrew the apostle, Godfrey,
by divine favour abbot of Peterborough, for the good of his soul,
and the souls of his father, his mother, his brothers, his sisters,
his relatives, his successors as abbots, his monastic brethren, and
all benefactors of the monastery, to be held in memory for all
time, ordained, granted and assigned to his holy convent serving
God in that monastery, the whole manor of Lutton, which he had
acquired with royal assent and favour, with all its appurtenances
and with all the services of free and bond men and all assets
attached to the manor. Also 74 acres of land with 4 acres of meadow
and rents of 18d. a year, which the abbot had acquired in perpetuity
in Peterborough, Dogsthorpe, Carton, Eastfield, Newark, Walton,
and Eye, along with all the meadowland and with the new causeway
between Borough Fen and Oxenlode, worth 100s. a year, which
the abbot had also acquired, to have and to hold the manor and
all this land, with meadow, causeway, and rents, with all its rights
and appurtenances in perpetuity, in return for faithfully and fully
discharging each year the grants set out below for the purposes
there assigned.

Namely 100s. for new ornaments for the church, which are not
to be removed from it. And if by chance because of a shortage
of money in any one year there is not enough to supply the
ornaments, then the money for several years should be collected
and accounted for in a separate account in the convent treasury,
until the convent finds itself able to purchase ornaments of better
quality. And 100s. to purchase wax and supply and maintain lights
around the tomb of the abbot each year on the day of his burial
or his anniversary. So that once the solemn celebration of each
anniversary shall be completed, four pounds of wax shall go to
the chapel of our Lady, four pounds to the altar of the Holy Cross,
and four pounds to the chapel of the blessed martyr Thomas by
the abbey gate, to be faithfully used by the convent to maintain the
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cultus conuentus disposicione fideliter erogentur. Et quia luminis
prouidentia circa fratres dicti monasterii decedentes tempore
humacionis nimis [Wh. fo. 106v] est exilis ut apparet, ideo abbas
uult et concedit quod xx libre cere cedant in aumentacionem illius
officio diuino completo disposicione subsacriste conseruande, et
totum residuum illius cere in predicto monasterio circa diuina
misteria futuris temporibus honorifice dirigatur. Et C s. annuatim
pauperibus ad dictum monasterium accedentibus certis temporibus
iuxta ordinacionem ipsius abbatis dum uixerit, et post mortem
suam tempore sue disposicionis perpetuis temporibus erogandos.
Et C s. die sue deposicionis uel anniuersarii refectioni conuentus
seu recreacioni in perpetuum distribuendos.

Et Cs. pro sustentacione unius sacerdotis in capella de Northolm pro
anima ipsius abbatis et animabus benefactorum predicti monasterii
et pro uiuis et defunctis perpetuis temporibus celebrantis, qui
post mortem ipsius abbatis prioris et conuentus disposicione sit
eligendus et ibidem promouendus. Qui quidem sacerdos infra
predictum manerium de Northolm hospitetur. Et si contingat per
lapsum temporis aliquem futurum abbatem predictum manerium
de Northolm et capellam in aliquos usus ita conuertere uel alio
modo occupare quod capellanus ibidem promotus uel promouendus
ordinacione premissa minime poterit diuinis ministrare, tunc idem
capellanus cum capellano sacriste in conuentuali ecclesia uel in
capella beati Thome martiris iuxta portam diuinis intendat officiis
modo supradicto, predictos C s. de thesaurario conuentus singulis
annis percepturus.

Hec omnia et singula premissa predictus abbas uult inuiolabiliter
conseruari, que nec cessionis nec postulacionis nec alienacionis uel
absencie per loci distanciam causa qualicunque non impediat, quin
singule sue particule [Wh. fo. 107r] effectum capiant ordinatum.
Omnia uero predicta prior et conuentus dicti monasterii huius
gratiam subsidialem cum reuerencia filiali gratanter acceptantes,
unanimi assensu concorditer et bona fide promiserunt, se post
mortem dicti abbatis iuxta suam disposicionem in uita sua absque
dolo fraude seu diminucione imperpetuum subituros et inuiolabiliter
conseruaturos. Qui autem huius ordinationis et assignationis
benefitium temere perturbauerit, eiusque aliquam partem abstulerit
uel ablatum retinuerit seu aliquibus uexacionis fatigauerit quin
omnia integra conseruentur, eorum pro quorum beneuolentia et
anniuersario ordinata et prouisa sunt usibus humanis profutura,
salua superiorum auctoritate et iusticia potestatis et honoris diuini
dignitate reum que diuino iuditio se existere de perpetrata inquitate
cognoscat et a sacratissimo corpore et sanguine Dei et domini
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dignity of worship. And since it is clear that the lighting provided
around deceased brethren at the time of their burial is less than
adequate, the abbot wishes and grants that 20 pounds of wax shall
be used to supplement it. This wax is to be kept under the control of
the subsacrist, once divine service is finished, and all that is left of
it shall thereafter be directed to honourably celebrate divine service
in the church. 100s. each year shall be supplied to the poor who
shall come to the monastery on stated days which the abbot shall
determine whilst he lives, and after his death around the time of
his burial, for all time. And 100s. shall for all time be distributed
for the refection of the convent on the day of his burial or on his
anniversary. 100s. for the support of a priest in the chapel of
Northolme who shall for all time say mass for the soul of the abbot,
for the souls of the benefactors of the monastery, and for the living
and the dead. After the death of the abbot the prior and convent
shall arrange for this priest to be appointed and inducted there. The
priest is to be supported within the manor of Northolme. If it should
so happen in the fullness of time that any future abbot shall wish to
put the manor of Northolme and its chapel to other uses, or manage
it in such a way that the chaplain promoted or to be promoted by
this ordinance shall have his ministry curtailed, then the chaplain
along with the sacrist’s chaplain shall celebrate divine service in
the church of the convent or in the chapel of blessed Thomas the
martyr next the gate, receiving in each year 100s. from the convent
treasury.

The abbot required that each and every one of these undertakings
should be preserved intact, so that neither retirement nor
preferment nor removal nor absence in distant places should
offer any impediment to the discharge of this ordinance in
every particular. The prior and convent of the monastery, freely
accepting this generous benefaction with filial reverence, with
one accord and in good faith have promised that after the death
of the abbot the arrangements that he made in his lifetime are to
be received and inviolably preserved by them, without guile, bad
faith or diminution. If anyone in the future by human agency
shall have the audacity to disturb the benefits of this ordinance
and these arrangements, rather than their being conserved in full,
or shall take away any part of them from those for whom these
benefits and this anniversary have been provided, and having
done so retain the same, the offender who has perpetrated this
wicked act will have divine judgement passed upon him, and
shall be alienated from the sacred body and blood of God and Our
Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ, and at the Last Judgement they
will suffer the ultimate penalty. All those who preserve them, on
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redemptoris nostri Thesu Christi alienus fiat, atque in extremo
iuditio districte ultioni subiaceat. Cunctis autem hec seruantibus sit
pax domini nostri Thesu Christi et fructum bone actionis percipiant
et apud districtum iudicem premia eterne pacis inueniant. Ut hec
omnia predicta robur perpetue firmitatis optineant presenti scripto
sigilla dictorum abbatis et conuentus sunt appensa. Data in capitulo
nostro die et anno supradictis.

121. Confirmacio domini Iohannis Lincolniensis episcopi super premissis.
Nouerint uniuersi presentes literas inspecturi quod nos Iohannes
permissione diuina Lincolniensis episcopus quasdam literas sigillis
dilectorum in Christo filiorum abbatis et conuentus de Burgo Sancti
Petri nostre diocesis sigillatas inspeximus continentes, [Wh. fo.
107v] etc. De uerbo ad uerbum prout in proxima precedenti carta.
Nos uero ordinationem, concessionem et assignationem huiusmodi
quantum ad nos pertinet approbantes, in huius inspectionis et
approbacionis testimonium sigillum nostrum presentibus duximus
apponendum. Data apud Nouum Locum extra Stanford” iij idus
Ianuarii, anno Domini M.CCC.VIII.

122. Confirmacio domini Walteri Cantuariensis archiepiscopi super
premissis. Nouerint uniuersi presentes literas inspecturi quod nos
Walterus permissione diuina Cantuariensis archiepiscopus tocius
Anglie primas literas dilectorum in Christo filiorum abbatis et
conuentus de Burgo Sancti Petri Lincolniensis diocesis tenorem
inferius qui sequitur inspeximus continentes, etc. De uerbo ad
uerbum prout in precedenti carta domini Godefridi abbatis. Nos
uero ordinacionem, concessionem et assignationem huiusmodi
quantum ad nos pertinet approbantes, in huius inspectionis et
approbacionis testimonium sigillum nostrum presentibus duximus
apponendum. Data apud Ramiseye xviij kalendas Septembris, anno
Domini M.CCC.XVL

123. Et quia in carta sua quedam est clausula que aliquibus uidebatur
obscura, uolens eam benigne declarare, nec ex eius ambiguitate in
posterum discerptatio oriatur, quod de residuo cere anniuersarii sui
infra triduum post anniuersarium suum celebratum quilibet frater
unam libram cere per manus subsacriste sine diminutione percipiat,
ad matutinos in choro uel alibi secundum singulorum deuotionem
expendendam.

124. Soluit etiam idem Godefridus in dicto eius anno quinto pro
uestimentis ecclesiasticis emendis xxvij li. ij s. ij d. [Wh. fo. 108r]
Adquisiuit eciam eodem anno unam sergantiam in coquina conuentus
que uocatur Whitecok et ualet per annum x s., et per eius cartam
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the other hand, will have the peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and
before a stern judge they will receive the reward of everlasting
life. In order that all of the above shall be firmly maintained for all
time, the seals of the abbot and the convent have been affixed to
this writing. Given in our chapter-house on the day and year stated
above.

121. Confirmation of the above by John, bishop of Lincoln. All who
read these letters should know that we John, by divine providence
bishop of Lincoln, have inspected certain letters sealed with
the seals of our dear sons in Christ the abbot and the convent of
Peterborough, in our diocese, in these terms, etc. word for word as
in the previous charter. We indeed, approving of this ordinance,
grant and assignment, in so far as it is a matter for ourselves, in
witness of this inspection and approval, have been led to append
our seal to these letters. Given at Newstead outside Stamford, 11
January 1308.

122. Confirmation of the above by Walter, archbishop of Canterbury.
All who read these letters should know that we Walter, by divine
providence archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England,
have inspected letters of our dear sons in Christ the abbot and the
convent of Peterborough in the diocese of Lincoln, in these terms,
etc. word for word as in the preceding charter of Abbot Godfrey.
We indeed, approving of this ordinance, grant and assignment, in
so far as it is a matter for ourselves, in witness of this inspection and
approval, have been led to append our seal to these letters. Given at
Ramsey, 15 August 1316.

123. And because in his charter there is a certain clause which some
have found imprecise, wishing to state the matter clearly, so that no
dispute may arise in future because of its ambiguity, note that from
the remainder of the wax allocated to his anniversary, within three
days of its celebration, each of the brothers shall receive a pound of
wax in full from the subsacrist, to be used at matins in the choir or in
some other place for private devotions.

124. In his fifth year Abbot Godfrey also gave £27 2s. 2d. for the
repair of ecclesiastical vestments. In this year also he acquired a
serjeanty in the convent kitchen called Whitecoke, valued at 10s. a
year, and assigned it to the convent by his charter. He also ordained
and established and confirmed by his charter, in favour of his brothers
staying at Oxney, there serving God and Our Lady, that each year
in perpetuity they should receive thirteen stone of cheese in equal
portions from the manor of Eye, and each week between the feast of
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conuentui assignauit. Ordinauit insuper et statuit ac per cartam suam
confirmauit pro fratribus suis apud Oxeneye commorantibus Deo
et beate Marie ibidem famulantibus, singulis annis imperpetuum
tresdecim petras casei pro equali porcione percipiendas in manerio
de Eye et singulis ebdomodis inter festum Inuencionis Sancte Crucis
et festum Exaltacionis Sancte Crucis quartam partem unius petre
butiri et duas lagenas lactis ibidem, ita quod singulis annis percepcio
cuiuslibet porcionis inter custodem ecclesie predicte et custodem
manerii de Eye plenarie tallietur, ut utriusque partis ignorantia plenius
excludatur. Voluit eciam et ordinauit quod in anniuersario domini
Ricardi de London” ac domini Willelmi de Wodeforde predecessorum
suorum xxiiij cerei de residuo cere anniuersarii sui circa tumulum
eorundem honorifice apponantur et illuminentur singulis annis cum
dicti dies aduenerint imperpetuum.
Summa denariorum de anno quinto: CCliijj li. xvj s. v d.

125. Anno eius sexto fieri fecit nouos redditus ad finem del Westgate,
cuius sumptus xiij li. ix s. iij d., et assignauit ad Burgbyri et ualent
per annum [blank]. Item fieri fecit unum calcetum sub parco Burgi
cum fossato salicino. Item consummauit manerium de Northolm,
cuius sumptus xxxviij li. iij d. Plantauit eciam unum boscum iuxta
manerium predictum. Fecit eciam fieri apud Walcote super Humbram
nouum columbare, cuius sumptus lvj s. x d. Apud Fiskirton” aliud
nouum columbare, sumptibus xxxvj s. Item apud li Bigging’ finiuit
nouam [Wh. fo. 108v] clausuram circa parcum cum duplice fossato,
cuius sumptus xxxiiij li. xvj s. ij d. ob. q. Item liberauit Waltero de
Finchinkfeld pro debitis Iohannis de Lullington” xxvj li. xiij s. iiij d.
Eodem anno in uestimentis emptis xiiij li. xiij s. iiij d.
Summa denariorum de anno sexto: Cxxxij li. v s. ij d. ob. q.

126. Anno eius septimo apud Burgbyri inclusit unum longum pratum
et fossatum salicinum cuius sumptus xx s. Fecit eciam fieri apud
Northolm unam nouam capellam et eam fecit dedicare, cuius sumptus
viij li. xvj s. xj d. Deinde adquisiuit cartam domini regis ut abbas et
conuentus habeant ibidem unam feriam per duos dies duraturam,
uidelicet in uigilia et in die Sancti Mathei apostoli singulis annis
imperpetuum, ac eciam singulis septimanis unum mercatum per diem
Iouis.'® Apud Colingham fieri fecit nouam cameram cum capella, cuius
sumptus lvij li. xvj s.j d. Apud Scotere molendinum aquaticum de nouo
reparauit. Eodem anno idem abbas Godefridus emit de Iohanne de
Lullington” totum corrodium suum predictum preter xx sol annuatim,
et unam robam de secta armigerorum, et duos panes et duas lagenas
ceruisie in die, et de coquina pro se sicut uni armigero seruitur, pro
xxxiiij li. vj s. viij d."”* Eodem anno dedit conuentui suo x li.
Summa: Cxj li. xix s. viij d.
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the Finding of the Holy Cross and the feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross a quarter of a stone of butter and two flagons of milk from
the same place, so that in each year the receipt of each portion shall be
fully accounted for by tally between the guardian of Oxney and the
guardian of Eye, leaving no grounds for either side to claim ignorance.
He also wished and established that on the anniversaries of Richard of
London and William of Woodford, his predecessors, 24 candles from
the remainder of wax from his anniversary should be placed around
each of their tombs and lit every year when the stated days came
round in perpetuity.
The total sum from his fifth year: £254 16s. 5d.

125. In his sixth year he built new rental property at the end of
Westgate, costing £13 9s. 3d. and worth [blank] a year, which he
assigned to Boroughbury. He made a new causeway below the park
of Peterborough with a willow-lined ditch. He completed the manor
of Northolme, at a cost of £38 3d. He also planted a wood next to
this manor. At Walcot-on-Humber he made a new dovecote costing
56s. 10d. At Fiskerton he made another new dovecote costing 36s. At
Biggin Grange he finished the new enclosure around the park, which
was enclosed with a double ditch, at a cost of £34 16s. 2%d. He paid
off debts of John of Lutton, which he owed to Walter of Finchingfield,
totalling £26 13s. 4d. In the same year for the purchase of vestments
£14 13s. 4d.
The total sum from his sixth year: £132 5s. 2%d.

126. In his seventh year at Boroughbury he enclosed a long meadow
with a willow-lined ditch at a cost of 20s. He had a new chapel built
at Northolme, and had it dedicated, at a cost of £8 16s. 11d. Then he
acquired a charter of the king allowing the abbot and convent to hold
a fair there lasting for two days, namely on the vigil and on the feast
day of St Matthew the apostle each year in perpetuity, and to have a
market there each week on Thursdays.””? At Collingham he constructed
a new chamber with a chapel, costing £57 16s. 1d. At Scotter he made
fresh repairs to a water-mill. In this year Abbot Godfrey bought out
the whole corrody of John of Lutton for £34 6s. 8d, leaving him with
20s. a year, and a knight’s robe, and two loaves and two flagons of ale
each day, whilst he himself was to receive a knight’s rations from the
kitchen."” In this year he gave £10 to his convent.
Total: £111 19s. 8d.

173 Charter issued 7 Apr. 1306: CChR, 13001326, p. 66. This gives the feast day of
the fair as the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 14 Sept., rather than St Matthew,
21 Sept.

174 White Book, no. 209, dated 26 Oct. 1306.
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127. Anno eius octauo inclusit parcum Burgi, sumptibus iiij li. xv s.
Item fecit fossatum salicinum inter Thorpfen et le Dam, sumptibus xx
s. Apud Scotere unam cameram iuxta cimiterium, sumptibus xviij li.
ob. Apud Keteringe unum cuniculare sumptibus xj s. Eodem anno in
uestimentis emptis Xj li. x s. iiij d. In donis conuentui de parte bosci de
Westwode uendita Ixvij li. xiij s. iiij d.

Summa: Cijj li. ix s. viij d.

[Wh. fo. 109r] 128. Anno eius nono apud Burgum fecit fieri nouum
pontem ultra aquam de Neen, qui in proximo yeme sequenti obrutus
fuit per glaciem, sumptibus xiiij li. viij s. Item iuxta Thorpfen unum
fossatum salicinum, sumptibus xxv s. v d.”> Apud Eye medietatem
noue magne grangie, sumptibus xlv li. xix s. xj d."”®* Apud Castre
unam boueriam reedificauit, sumptibus xij 1i.”” Apud Scotere in
Brondiscroft nouam bercariam, sumptibus xv li. xviij s. vij d. q.'”®
Apud Thurlebi nouum murum circa manerium, sumptibus xx s.
In abbacia consummauit nouam portam et incepit cameras annexas
uersus ecclesiam, cuius sumptus CxI li. Fecit eciam nouum murum
inter herbarium et Derebyyerd. Eodem anno in uestimentis emptis
Ixviij li

Summa denariorum de anno nono preter non scripta: CClxxxxviij
li. xj s. xj d.

129. Anno eius decimo apud Thorp reedificauit columbare quod
fuit ruinosum, sumptibus xlvj s. q. Apud Wirington” unam domum
cum thorallo. Apud Burgum alium pontem fecit ultra ripam de Neen
alciorem et forciorem primo, sumptibus xviij li. v s. Eodem anno
in uestimentis emptis xiiij li. In donis conuentui xx li. Item eidem
conuentui de warda Rogeri de Boys de Wodeforde xI li. Item dedit
ecclesie sue unum uas argenteum et deauratum ad modum turris
cum lapidibus impressis, et ymaginibus sanctorum circumstantibus,
pro corpore Christi in principalibus festis ante processionem
deportandum, quod quidem uas emit pro centum uiginti libris.
Summa: CCxiiij li. xj s. q.

130. Anno eius undecimo apud Burgbyri fecit unam nouam domum
Burgbiri incepit nouum stagnum ex parte orientali uie cum quodam
molendino aquatico, et unum [Wh. fo. 109v] murum in occidentali parte
illius stagni, ac dictum stagnum circuiuit fossato salicino, sumptibus
Ixij li. vj s. vij d."® Apud Eye finiuit aliam medietatem grangie fortis

175 Accounts, p. 260, giving the figure of 33s. 6d. for clearing and digging the
ditch.
176 Accounts, p. 251.
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127. In his eighth year he enclosed the park of Peterborough, at a
cost of £4 15s. He made a willow-lined ditch between Thorpe Fen and
le Dam, at a cost of 20s. At Scotter a chamber next to the cemetery,
costing £18 4d. At Kettering a rabbit warren, costing 11s. In the same
year for the purchase of vestments £11 10s. 4d. He gave the convent £66
13s. 4d. from the sale of part of Westwood.

Total: £102 9s. 8d.

128. In his ninth year he built a new bridge across the river Nene at
Peterborough, costing £14 8s; in the following winter it was destroyed
by ice. Next to Thorpe Fen a willow-lined ditch, costing 25s. 5d."”> At
Eye one half of a great new grange, costing £45 19s. 11d."”® At Castor
he rebuilt the cowshed, at a cost of £12.177 At Scotter in Brondiscroft a
new sheep-fold, costing £15 18s. 7%4d.””® At Thurlby a new wall around
the manor, costing 20s. Within the abbey he finished building the
new gate-house, and started building accommodation adjacent to the
church, at a cost of £140. He also made a new wall between the herb
garden and Derbyyard. In this year in the purchase of vestments £68.

Total spent in the ninth year, aside from what was not recorded:
£298 11s. 11d.

129. In his tenth year he rebuilt the dovecote at Longthorpe, which
had become ruinous, at a cost of 46s. Yad. At Werrington a building
with a malt-kiln. He made a new bridge across the river Nene at
Peterborough, higher and stronger than the first, which cost £18 5s.
In the same year £14 for the purchase of vestments. He gave £20 to the
convent. He also gave the convent £40 from the wardship of Roger de
Boys of Woodford. He gave his church a silver and gilt monstrance,
shaped in the form of a tower, set with precious stones, with images of
the saints standing around it, for carrying the body of Christ in front
of the procession on the principal feast days [147], which he purchased
for £120.
Total: £214 11s. Vad.

130. In his eleventh year at Boroughbury he made a building on new
foundations, which was called a hall, for his household, at a cost of £4
6d."”? Also at Boroughbury he started to build a new mill-pond, with a
water-mill to the east of the road, with a wall to the west of this pond,
which he enclosed with a willow-lined ditch, at a cost of £62 6s. 7d.1%°
At Eye he finished the second half of the major new grange, at a cost of

177 Accounts, p. 267.

178 Accounts, p. 318: £15 18s. 1v4d.
179 Accounts, p. 447: £34 10s. 7d.
180 Accounts, p. 447.
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et magne, sumptibus L li. ix s. vj d.;’® que grangia post eius mortem
tota erat combusta per fenum aquosum et uiride infra positum. Item
apud Eye elargiauit gardinum et inclusit cum nouo muro, et infra fecit
iiij stagna pulcherima, sumptibus xviij 1i. ij s. ix d."®? Item fecit ibidem
unum nouum wayarium inter molendinum et mariscum. Eodem anno
in uestimentis emptis lij li. xviij s.

Summa denariorum de anno undecimo preter non scripta: Clxxxvij
li. xvij s. iiij d.

131. Anno eius duodecimo apud Eye fecit nouam cameram ad
occidentale capud aule plumbo coopertam cum duabus nouis portis
grangie, sumptibus Ixxxij li. j d. ob. Item ibidem assartauit et fecit
nouum pomerium in circuitu noui muri et plantauit arbores diuersi
fructus cum sepibus et fossatis per circuitum, sumptibus xliiij s. Apud
Scotere unam nouam bercariam, sumptibus viij li. Xj s. viij d. Item apud
Burgum fecit quandam magnam nauem cum toto apparatu, quam
postea dedit domino regi. Item aliam minorem, et tertiam renouauit et
reparauit. Eodem anno in uestimentis emptis xxxj li. xvj s. viij d.

132. Anno eius terciodecimo apud Eye incepit nouam cameram cum

noua panetria et botillaria ad ingressum aule, cum longa garderoba

tam illi quam ueteri camere. Item nouam coquinam ibidem cum

clausura inter aulam et dictam coquinam. Item iuxta Oxeneye

reedificauit uaccariam prius combustam, quarum sumptus xljj li. iiij s.

vij d. Eodem anno in uestimentis [Wh. fo. 110r] emptis, xix li. xj s. vj d.
Summa: Ixj li. xvjs.j d.

133. Anno eius quartodecimo apud Eye finiuit dictas cameras et

coquinam. Apud Castre fecit nouas portas cum quadam camera supra.

Item apud Fiskirton” nouam pistrinam que fuit ruinosa reedificauit.
Summa sumptus: xiiij li

134. Anno eius quintodecimo in uilla Burgi ad finem del Westgate
fecit tres nouas domos, quarum sumptus est xix s. xj d. quas assignauit
camerarie, et ualent per annum xij s. Apud Glintone fecit nouam
grangiam, sumptibus xiiij li. viij d. ob. Apud Colingham fecit unam
nouam grangiam et unam bercariam nouam in Dornithorp’, que
combuste fuerunt, sumptibus xv li. xix s. ij d. ob.

Summa: xxx li. xix s. x d.

135. Anno eius sextodecimo apud Eye fecit nouam domum bracinum,
et nouam domum scilicet thorale cum thorallo, et unam nouam

181 Accounts, p. 457.
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£50 9s. 6d.1*! After his death this grange entirely burnt down because
of the damp and green hay stored in it [172]. At Eye he enlarged the
garden and enclosed it with a new wall, placing four most attractive
ponds within it, at a cost of £18 2s. 9d."%2 In the same place he built
a new horse-pond between the mill and the marsh. For vestments
purchased this year £52 18s.

Total paid in the eleventh year, aside from what was not recorded:
£187 17s. 4d.

131. In his twelfth year at Eye he made a new lead-covered chamber
adjoining the west end of the hall, along with two new gates for the
grange, costing £82 1%2d. In the same place he cleared the ground for
a new orchard within the enclosure of the new wall, planting trees
of various kinds, with hedges and ditches around it, costing 44s. At
Scotter he made a new sheepcote at a cost of £8 11s. 8d. At Peterborough
he built a large boat, fully equipped, which he afterwards gave to the
king. He renovated and repaired a second smaller boat and a third
boat. In the purchase of vestments this year £31 16s. 8d.
Total: £124 12s 5%2d.

132. In his thirteenth year at Eye he started to build a new chamber
with a new pantry and buttery at the entrance to the hall, and a long
cupboard for these and the old chambers. In the same place also a new
kitchen with screens separating it from the hall. Next to Oxney he
rebuilt a cowshed that earlier had burnt down, at a cost of £42 4s. 7d.
For the purchase of vestments this year £19 11s. 6d.

Total: £61 16s. 1d.

133. In his fourteenth year at Eye he completed these chambers and

the kitchen. At Castor he made new gates with a chamber above them.

At Fiskerton he rebuilt the new bakehouse which had become derelict.
Total cost: £14.

134. In his fifteenth year he built three new houses at the end of
Westgate in Peterborough at a cost of 19s. 11d; these he assigned to the
chamberlain, and they were worth 12s. a year. At Glinton he made a
new farm building which cost £14 8%2d. At Collingham he made a new
farm building and a new sheep-fold at Danethorpe, which had been
burnt down, at a cost of £15 19s. 2V4d.

Total: £30 19s. 10d.

135. In his sixteenth year at Eye he built a new brewhouse and a new
malthouse with a kiln, and a new henhouse, costing £35 15s. 9d. At

182 Accounts, p. 457.
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domum gallinarum, sumptibus xxxv li. xv s. ix d. Item apud Sanctum
Botulphum emit quoddam tenementum de quadam matrona nomine
Ysoudra de Wormelee pro quodam corrodio, percipiendum illud
ex parte abbatis, et ibidem fecit aulam nouam cum duabus cameris,

Summa: Cxxx li. x d. ob.

136. Anno eius septimodecimo apud Sanctum Botulphum in dictis
aula et cameris consummandis et finiendis cum aliis reparandis, viij
li. xiiij s. vij d. Apud Walton” fecit unum boscum ubi nunquam prius
fuit boscus et circuiuit fossato salicino, sumptibus xx s.

Summa: ix li. xiiij s. vij d.

137. Anno eius duodeuicesimo apud Burgbyri fecit unum nouum

molendinum iuxta Wodehyth” uentricum stans prope aquam, cuius

agger perficitur ex petra ueluta ad modum parietis, sumptibus iiij li.

xix s. Item apud Northolm fecit unam nouam domum [Wh. fo. 1100] et

cameram cum uno cuniculari, sumptibus xI s. Item adhuc apud Sanctum

Botulphum in emendacione domorum predictarum, xxij s. iij d.
Summa: viijj li. xv d.

138. Anno eius undeuicesimo apud Thurleby fecit unum nouum

columbare, sumptibus xliiij s. v d. Item apud Refham unam nouam

bercariam, sumptibus xvij li. xiij s. vj d. ob. Item in abbacia iiij nouas

cameras cum stabulis. Item apud Witherington” plantauit unum

boscum ubi nunquam boscus prius fuerat et circuiuit fossato salicino.
Summa preter non scripta: xix li. xvij s. xj d. ob.

139. Anno eius uicesimo” apud Keteringe fecit unum nouum murum
de petra ueluta circa nouum pomerium, sumptibus xxxij li. xiij s. vj d.
Item apud Thorp unum nouum stagnum ex occidentali parte stagni
cum fossato salicino, cuius sumptus iiij li. Item eodem anno adquisiuit
de domino rege iij acras marisci in marisco de Holm et circuiuit illas
fossato salicino.”®?

Summa: xxxvj li. xiij s. vj d.

140. Anno eius uicesimo primo in abbacia Burgi incepit quoddam
molendinum equinum cum diuersis cameris, ita ut fieret supra
molendinum uentricum, artificiose inceptum sed non consummatum,
sumptibus lijj li. vj s. viij d. et amplius.

Summa patet.

Summa tocius preter non scripta MMGCijj li. x s. xj d.

“ Anno domini M.CCC.XIX et Godefridi abbatis uicesimo incepit pestilencia
animalium in Anglia mg
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Boston he purchased a holding from a woman called Isoude de
Wormeley in return for a corrody, which she received from the abbot’s
part, and there he made a new hall and two chambers, at a cost of £94
5s. 1Vad.

Total: £130 10%4d.

136. In his seventeenth year he spent £8 14s. 7d at Boston in finishing
this hall with its chambers and on other repairs. At Walton he made a
wood where no wood had been before and enclosed it with a willow-
lined ditch, at a cost of 20s.

Total: £9 14s. 7d.

137. In his eighteenth year at Boroughbury he made a new windmill at
Woodhithe, standing next to the river, with its embankment finished
in rough-hewn stone of the sort used for walls, at a cost of £4 19s. At
Northolme he made a new house and chamber, along with a rabbit-
warren, at a cost of 40s. At Boston he spent 22s. 3d. on the repair of the
houses previously mentioned.

Total: £8 15d.

138. In his nineteenth year at Thurlby he made a new dovecote at a
cost of 44s. 5d. At Reepham a new sheepcote costing £17 13s. 6Y2d.
Within the abbey four new chambers with stables. And at Werrington
he planted a wood where no wood had been before and enclosed it
with a willow-lined ditch.

Total, aside from what was not recorded: £19 17s. 11%d.

139. In his twentieth year at Kettering he made a new wall of coarse
stone around the new orchard, at a cost of £32 13s. 6d. At Longthorpe
he made a new pond to the west side of the pond, with a willow-lined
ditch, costing £4. In the same year he acquired three acres of marsh in
the marshland of Holm from the king and enclosed it with a willow-
lined ditch.'®®

Total: £36 13s. 6d.

140. In his twenty-first year within the abbey of Peterborough
he started building a horse-powered mill with various rooms, so
that there could be a windmill above it. The work was started with
great craftsmanship but it was never completed. It cost £53 6s 8d and
more.

Total: as stated.

The sum total, aside from what was not written down: £2102 10s 11d.

183 Charter issued 28 May 1318: CChR, 1300-1326, p. 382.
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141. Anno eius uicesimo secundo et ultimo in quo anno mortuus
est xij kalendas Septembris et in die Decollacionis sancti Iohannis
Baptiste honorifice traditus est sepulture anno Domini M.CCC.XX.I, et
iacet in monasterio Burgi inter chorum et magnum altare, cuius anime
propicietur omnipotens et misericors Deus, Amen, Amen, Amen,
Pater Noster, etc.

[Wh. fo. 111r] 142. Idem autem Godefridus porcionem conuentus
augmentauit et per cartam suum granariam conuentus sub hac forma
confirmauit.'

Printed: White Book, no. 155, p. 178
[Wh. fo. 111v] Data in capitulo nostro die sancti Edmundi regis et
martyris, anno Domini M.CCC.L

143. Vestimenta Godefridi abbatis. Idem eciam Godefridus licet non
minimum laborasset in redditibus, terris et libertatibus adquirendis et
plurimis bonitatibus pro suo conuentu confirmandis, tamen ecclesiam
Dei et suam placuit decorare, unde eius memoria in eterna felicitate
congaudet.

144. Dedit de panno de Siclatoun j casulam, j capam, cum iij tuniculis
nobilissime brudatis, cum ymaginibus in tabernaculis aurifragiatis
plurimorum sanctorum solidissime ornatis. Item de rubeo samito, j
casulam, j capam cum iij tuniculis, cum ymagine sancti Petri in dorso
bene brudata , ac clauibus et rosis aurifragiatis tensalatis, et j frontale
magnum cum mappa adiunctum et aliud strictum eiusdem panni et
facture, que magno altari principalibus festis apponuntur. Item aliud
frontale cum capitibus hominum et diuersis bestiis de aurifragio et
serico diuerso confutum et nobile mappa adiunctum. Item ij pallia pro
magno altari aurifragiata. Item de panno uiridi cum glauco sin[Wh.
fo. 112r]done duplicato j capam j capam (sic) cum iij tunicis in parte
uiridi cum bizancio et aliam aurifragiatam tensellatam. Item de
albo serico j casulam cum iij tunicis optime brudatis, cum imagine
gloriosissime Virginis Marie et rosis de aurifragio tensellatis, quas
assignauit festis dicte Virginis Marie. Item de panno rubei serici
j casulam, j capam, cum ij tunicis bene extensellatis cum paruis
rosis aurifragiatis et rosis de uiridi serico. Item de panno de Tars* j
casulam cum ij tunicis non brudatis sed duplicatis cum uiridi cindone.
Item j capam de panno de Thars cum lunis et stellis aurifragiatis bene

184 Abbot Godfrey’s charter is cast as an inspeximus of the substantive grants of
his predecessors, Abbot Richard of London (93) and William Woodford (106):
White Book, no. 155 (pp. 176-8). His own grant confirms the use of customary
measures, makes small additions to the allowances of malt, and remits toll
should the convent’s grain be milled within his jurisdiction.
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141. His twenty-second year was his last, in which he died on 21
August, and was honourably buried on 29 August, the feast day of
the beheading of St John the Baptist, 1321. He rests in the monastery
at Peterborough between the choir and the high altar, and may the
almighty Lord have mercy on his soul. Amen, Amen, Amen. Pater
Noster, etc.

142. Abbot Geoffrey increased the portion of the convent, by his
charter making the following provision for the convent granary.'®

Given in our chapter-house on the day of St Edmund, king and martyr
[20 November], 1301.

143. The vestments of Abbot Godfrey. Abbot Godfrey not only laboured
assiduously to acquire lands, rents and liberties, and to confer many
benefactions on his convent, he was also pleased to ornament his own
house of God, for which his memory will be forever blessed.

144. He gave a chasuble, a cope, and three dalmatics, of rich material,
very finely embroidered, adorned with orphreys showing images of
numerous saints densely set within arched niches. He gave a chasuble
and a cope with three dalmatics of red samite, the backs showing
an image of St Peter finely embroidered, with orphreys containing
keys and spangled roses. Of the same material, a great altar frontal,
combined with an altar cloth, and another narrower frontal of the
same cloth and design, which was set before the high altar on the
principal feast days. Also a further altar frontal with the heads of
men and various animals [115], the silk interwoven with gold, and as
part of the same set a very fine altar cloth. Two cloths for the high
altar embroidered in gold. In green cloth, lined with yellow muslin,
one cope (and another) cope, with three dalmatics, one part green
with besants, the other spangled in gold. In white silk, a chasuble
with three dalmatics most beautifully embroidered, with an image of
the most glorious Virgin Mary and a border of gold-spangled roses,
used on the feasts of the Virgin Mary. In cloth of red silk, a chasuble, a
cope, and two dalmatics, finely spangled with small roses in gold and
roses of green silk. In cloth of Tars a chasuble with two dalmatics not
embroidered but lined with fine green cloth. A cope of cloth of Tars'®
with an orphrey of moons and stars finely embroidered. A chasuble of

185 On Tartar silks — here of Tars, Thars, Turky — see A. E. Wardwell, ‘Panni
Tartarici: Eastern Islamic Silks Woven with Gold and Silver (13th and 14th
Centuries), Islamic Art 3 (1989), pp. 95-173; Lisa Monnas, ‘Textiles for the
Coronation of Edward IIT/, Textile History 32 (2001), pp. 4-5.
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brudatam. Item j casulam de Thars quasi cum bezancio extencellato,
et in medio dorsi crux est de aurifragio, cum scutis diuersi coloris et
aquilis nigri coloris. Item j capam de panno de Thars bene brudatam
cum leonibus et floribus de Liz. Item j capam de rubio samito
optime brudatam cum leonibus et griffonibus. Et j casulam que
nunc mutatur in capam similiter de rubeo samito bene brudatam,
habentem quandam arborem extendentem ramos cum foliis, et inter
ramos circumquaque scutos diuersorum armorum confutos, quas
emit de quadam muliere nomine Ydonia pro quodam corrodio ad
terminum uite ipsius ex parte abbatis percipiendo. Item post mortem
ipsius Godefridi emptum erat quoddam uestimentum integrum cum
denariis collectis de diuersis annis quos idem Godefridus assignauit ad
uestimenta emenda, uidelicet annuatim C s., ut patet in composicione
anniuersarii sui, scilicet j casula, j capa, cum iij tunicis de rubio samito
cum ymaginibus in tabernaculis aurifragiatis bene brudatis, precio 1xj
marcarum.

145. [Wh. fo. 112v] Albe Godefridi abbatis. Item dedit idem Godefridus v
albas, quarum parure sunt de rubeo samito cum ymaginibus, clauibus
et rosis ex aurifragio bene brudatis. Item xj albas cum amitis quarum
parure sunt de panno de Turky que quasi aurum resplendent. Item j
albam optimam cum amite, cuius parure sunt de rubio ueluto cum
ymaginibus et arboribus de argento deauratis, similiter cum lapidibus
magnis in argento positis et eisdem artificiose impressis. Item unam
albam cum amite cum paruris de serico confutis cum imaginibus
aurifragiatis bene brudatis. Item j albam cum amite cum paruris de
serico confutis cum ymaginibus passionis Ihesu Christi nobilissime
brudatis. Item j albam cum amite cum paruris de serico confutis cum
scutis diuersis bene aurifragiatis. Item j albam cum amite cum paruris
coopertis cum frettis et arboribus bene aurifragiatis.

146. Stole eiusdem. Item dedit idem Godefridus j stolam cum manipulo
de rubeo ueluto cum minimis campanis et glandibus argenteis et
deauratis cum lapidibus in argento impressis desuper confutis. Item
j stolam cum manipulo de aurifragio. Item j stolam cum manipulo
cum ymaginibus de serico et chaumpum de aurifragio. Item j stolam
cum manipulo cum ymaginibus et tabernaculis de aurifragio bene
brudatis. Item ij stolas cum v manipulis de rubio samito cum clauibus
et imaginibus sancti Petri bene brudatis.

147. Ornamenta eiusdem. Item dedit magno altari quinque uelamina
de albo serico cum aurifragio ornata, pro patenario in principalibus
festis patenam deportandam. Item sex tapeta pro gradibus ante
magnum altare in principalibus et duplicatis festis cooperiendis, [Wh.
fo. 113r] uidelicet ij de uiridi colore cum scutis diuersorum armorum,
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Tars, spangled as though with besants, in the middle of its back a cross
embroidered in gold, with shields of various colours and black eagles.
A cope of cloth of Tars, finely embroidered with lions and fleurs-de-
lis. A cope of red samite, most beautifully embroidered with lions and
griffins. And one chasuble which has been turned into a cope, also of
red samite finely embroidered, showing a tree with branches radiating
from it, with various coats of arms interspersed among the branches.
This he purchased from a certain matron called Idonea in return for
her receiving a corrody for the term of her life from the abbot’s part.
After the death of this Godfrey a set of vestments was purchased
using the money collected in various years, which he had assigned
to the purchase of vestments, namely 100s. a year, as appears in the
establishment of his anniversary: namely a chasuble, a cope, and three
dalmatics, all of red samite, with orphreys showing images in niches,
finely embroidered, costing 61 marks.

145. The albs of Abbot Godfrey. Abbot Godfrey gave five albs, their
apparels of red samite, with images, keys and roses in gold thread
finely embroidered. Also eleven albs with amices, whose apparels
were of cloth of Turkey which shone like gold. One extremely fine
alb with an amice, their apparels of red velvet with images and
trees of silver gilt, with large gems mounted in silver very skilfully
inset. An alb and an amice, with silk apparels, with images in gold
thread very finely embroidered. Another alb and amice, with silk
apparels, with images of the passion of Jesus Christ most beautifully
embroidered. A further alb and amice, striped with silk, with various
shields finely embroidered in gold. Another alb and amice, their
apparels entirely covered with fretwork and trees finely embroidered
in gold.

146. His stoles. Abbot Godfrey gave a stole and a maniple of red velvet
with tiny bells and acorns in silver and gilt intermixed with precious
stones set in silver. A stole and a maniple embroidered in gold thread.
A stole and a maniple with images in silk on a field of gold. A stole
and a maniple with images in niches, very finely embroidered in gold.
Two stoles and five maniples of red samite with keys and images of St
Peter finely embroidered.

147. His ornaments. He also gave to the high altar five coverings of
white silk ornamented with gold work, to be used by the priest who
carried the paten on the principal feast days. He gave six carpets for
covering the steps in front of the high altar on principal and double
feast days. Of these two were green with a variety of coats of arms; two
were large, their fields of red and yellow, with grotesques and white
borders, and within the borders vines and red roses; and two were
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et ij maiora quasi de rubeo et glauco colore a longe cum babewinis
et cum albis borduris et infra borduras cum uineis et rubeis rosis,
et ij minora de diuersis coloribus repleta lozengis cum floribus de
Liz. Item iiij quischines de rubeo serico cum armis diuersi coloris
aurifragiatis. Item j crismatiorium de argento et deauratum. Item viij
anulos preciosos qui sunt super hastam in custodia custodis horologii.
Item j calicem bonam cum patena. Item corporale cum coopertorio
decentissimo, uidelicet apparicione. Item unum uas de argento
ad aquam benedictam deportandam cum aspersorio de argento.
Candelabra. Turribula cum nauettis et hasta cum crucifixo de argento:
prenotantur in anno eius quarto. Et illud nobile uas pro corpore Christi
deportando in principalibus festis ante processionem: prenotatur in
anno eius decimo. Dedit eciam capelle Beate Marie Virginis optimam
casulam de albo serico non brudatam. Item unam capsulam de ebore
ad modum turris quadrati et infra tres ymagines de ebore cum ystoria
Beate Marie artificiose confecta. Item dedit apud Oxeneye unam
casulam de panno de Thars cum ij tunicis de eodem, et j albam cum
amite cum paruris bene brudatis cum scutis et lozengis, cum stola et
manipulo de aurifragio. Item j ciphum de albo cornu cum circulo de
argento et deaurato.

148. Dedit eciam ecclesie sue:'$

[1] ij biblias, quarum j gallice scripta.

[2] Auicennam.

[3] Institutum paritatum.

[4] Sextum librum decretalium.

[5] Legandam sanctorum.

[6] Summum bonum.

[7] Regulam sanctorum Benedicti et Basilii cum aliis rebus.

[8] Processionarium.

[9] Breuiarium in duobus uoluminibus.

[10] Anti[Wh. fo. 113v]phonarium cum psalterio et ympnario et
canticis.

149. Ac eciam unam tabulam que uocatur lignum sciencie boni et
mali. et pendet ante altare sancti Andree. Dedit eciam magno altari
unam coupam de argento et deauratam cum tribus cathenis argenteis
et circulo argenteo et deaurato, et intro capsulam argenteam et
deauratam pro corpore Christi reponendo. Dedit eciam refectorio
unam coupam de argento infra deauratam, et unum aquarium
optimum cum imaginibus circumquaque foris anelatis. Item ij bacilla
argentea de pondere [blank] Item sex discos argenteos et sex salsaria
argentea de pondere [blank]. Dedit eciam grossum meremium ad
magnum dormitorium et conuentus fecit reparari. Similiter dedit
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small, of various colours entirely covered with lozenges and fleurs-de-
lis. And four cushions of red silk with arms of various colours picked
out in gold. A chrismatory of silver and gilt. Also eight precious rings
placed upon the handle in the care of the custodian of the clock. One
fine chalice with a paten. A corporal with a highly suitable burse,
showing the Epiphany. A silver bowl for carrying holy water with
a silver sprinkler for the water, along with candlesticks, thuribles,
incense boats, and a staff with a silver crucifix, as detailed under his
fourth year [115]. Also that most dignified monstrance for carrying the
body of Christ in front of the procession on the principal feast days, as
noted under his tenth year [129]. He gave to the chapel of the Blessed
Virgin Mary a very fine chasuble in white silk, unembroidered. An
ivory casket shaped as a square tower, within which were three
images in ivory showing scenes from the life of the Blessed Virgin, of
fine craftsmanship. At Oxney he gave a chasuble in cloth of Tars, with
two dalmatics of the same material, and an alb with an amice, with
apparels finely embroidered with shields and lozenges, along with a
stole and a maniple embroidered in gold. Also a cup of white horn,
with a band of silver gilt.

148. He also gave to his church:"

[1] Two bibles, one of them written in French

[2] Avicenna

[3] The Institutes of Justinian

[4] Liber sextus of the Decretals

[5] The legends of the saints

[6] Summa bonum of Isidore of Seville

[7] The Rules of St Benedict and St Basil with other material
[8] Processional

[9] Breviary in two volumes

[10] Antiphonal with psalter and hymnal and canticles

149. Also a panel called the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil,
which hangs before the altar of St Andrew. He gave for the high altar
a cup of silver gilt and three silver chains and a band of silver gilt,
which had within it a silver gilt container in which to place the body
of Christ. He gave to the refectory a silver cup, the interior gilt, and
a very fine ewer, with scenes engraved on the outside all around it.
Also two silver basins weighing [blank]. And six silver dishes and
six silver salvers weighing [blank]. He gave the great timbers for the
main dormitory, which the convent repaired. He likewise gave all

186 Library, BP14, pp. 39-40.
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totum meremium ad cameram de Senglisholt¥ quam Hugo de
Riseburg’ tunc pitanciarius fieri fecit.

150. Ac ipsemet Godefridus dum erat celararius abbatis fieri fecit
capellam sancti Thome martiris que est inter monasterium et capellam
Beate Virginis Marie, et eidem capelle sancti Thome dedit unam
casulam fuluei coloris et aliam de rubeo samito et unam albam cum
paruris et stola et manipulo de serico diuersi coloris bene confutis.
Deinde dum steterat pitanciarius fieri fecit capellam apud Senglisholt
in honore sancti Michaelis archangeli ex lapidibus et lignis et plumbo
coopertam cum vij fenestris uitreis optime constructis. Ad istam
capellam dedit unam casulam de panno de Thars et unam albam cum
paruris et stola et manipulo de serico confutis. Et sic in bonitatibus
uitam suam incepit et semper continuando in talibus operibus bonis
finiuit.

151. Solutio regis etc. [Wh. fo. 114r] Idem abbas Godefridus anno suo
tercio recepit honorifice apud Burgum regem et reginam, scilicet
dominum Edwardum filium regis Henrici,'" ut in exenniis et iocalibus
eisdem et eorum familie collatis, que excedebant CCliij marcas, ut
patet in compotis celararii et receptoris. In solutis eidem regi anno eius
uicesimo octauo pro seruicio suo in Scociam CC li., facta allocacione
de quodam debito quinquagentarum librarum quas idem abbas soluit
summo pontifici pro rege;"® in auro regine pro eodem seruicio xx 1i."*
Item anno tricesimo primo eiusdem regis Edwardi in solutis eidem
pro seruicio suo C li,; in auro regine pro eodem seruicio x li. Item anno
eiusdem regis tricesimo quarto in solutis eidem pro seruitio suo C
marcis; in auro regine x marcis.

152. Recepit eciam idem Godefridus apud Burgum dominum
Edwardum predicti regis filium, et dominum Petrum de Gaueston),
quibus contulit dona diuersa sub hac forma. Veniente nuntio ex parte
abbatis ad dictum dominum Edwardum cum quadam coupa de precio
L 1i; petiit idem Edwardus incontinenti si dominus Petrus fuerit de dono
uisitatus; respondente nuntio quod non, renuit coupam, noluit eam
recipere. Recedente nuntio ex mandato abbatis accessit ad dominum
Petrum cum alia coupa de precio xI li, qui gratanter donum abbatis
recepit, gratias agens quamfacete. Nuntius autem ex parte abbatis

187 Place-Names of Northamptonshire, p. 235, suggests that Singlesole derived
its name from a Norse settler, Singulf. It is more likely, however, granted
what we are told about the use to which these buildings were put, that the
derivation comes from the monks’ seyney, their routine periods of recreation:
on this see Knowles, Religious Orders, 1, p. 284; Harvey, Living and Dying, pp.
77n (at Peterborough), 96-9.
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the timber for the chamber at Singlesole,"” which Hugh of Risborough
the pittancer erected.

150. Also this same Godfrey whilst he was the abbot’s cellarer
arranged for the building of the chapel of St Thomas the martyr,
which lies between the monastery and the chapel of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. To the same chapel of St Thomas he gave a bright yellow
chasuble and another of red samite and an alb with apparel and a stole
and maniple of silk of various colours tastefully matched. Thereafter
while he was pittancer he made the chapel at Singlesole of stone and
wood and covered in lead, with seven glass windows of the finest
workmanship, in honour of St Michael the archangel. For this chapel
he gave a chasuble of cloth of Tars, and an alb with apparel, with a
stole and a maniple made of silk. Thus he started doing good works
at the beginning of his career and he continued in the same vein until
the end of his life.

151. Payments to the king, etc. In his third year Abbot Godfrey received
the king, Edward son of King Henry, and the queen honourably
at Peterborough.®® The gifts and jewellery given to them and their
household amounted to more than 253 marks, as appears in the rolls
of the cellarer and the receiver. In payment to the same king in his 28th
year for the abbot’s service in Scotland £200; this sum was credited
against a certain debt of £500, which he paid to the pope on the king’s
behalf.™ In queen’s gold in respect of the above service £20."° In the
31st year of King Edward he paid £100 in respect of this service; and in
queen’s gold £10. In the king’s 34th year he paid 100 marks in respect
of this service; and in queen’s gold 10 marks.

152. Abbot Godfrey also received at Peterborough Edward, the king’s
son, and Piers Gaveston, to whom he gave gifts in the following
manner. When a messenger was sent by the abbot to the lord Edward,
with a cup valued at £50, he asked intemperately if he had been sent
with a gift for the lord Piers as well. When the messenger said that he
had not, the lord Edward refused to accept the cup and sent it back. The
messenger was then sent by the abbot to the lord Piers, with another
cup valued at £40, which he gratefully received. The messenger then

188 The king was at Peterborough on 26 Mar. 1302: CCR, 1296-1302, p. 521; CPR,
1301-1307, pp. 25-6.

189 The king’s 28th year was 20 Nov 1299 - 19 Nov 1300. Relevant entry from
the pipe roll copied into the abbot’s register: White Book, no. 153; letter to the
treasurer in respect of this sum 26 Feb. 1301: CCR, 12961302, p. 430; for the
context, J. H. Denton Robert Winchelsey and the Crown, 1294-1313 (Cambridge,
1980), pp- 197-8.

190 White Book, no. 144.
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quasi consilium petens a domino Petro si alia coupa esset sufficiens pro
domino Edwardo, respondens quod sic; tunc nuntius reuelans quod
noluit eam recipere. Vocauit autem dominus Petrus camerarium suum
sic dicens ei, ‘uadas ad dominum Edwardum et dicas ei, quod uolo
ut recipiat donum abbatis’; uenientibus [Wh. fo. 114v] illis ad dictum
dominum Edwardum cum predicta coupa ut premittitur, qui feliciter
illam recepit, gratias conferens abbati de donis suis.

153. Post hec anno regni eiusdem domini Eduuardi quarto circa
festum sancti Jacobi idem rex scripsit predicto abbati ut sibi prouideret
magnam summam frumenti, auene et pisarum pro guerra Scocie,"!
pro qua prouidentia idem abbas contulit eidem regi C marcas
sterlingorum. Eodem anno idem rex scripsit dicto abbati pro seruitio
suo militari, unde idem abbas misit dominum Willelmum la Souche
cum equis et armis ad regem magnis sumptibus, qui excedebant Ix
marcas, et nihil placuit regi. Iterum rex scripsit abbati ut pecuniam
pro seruicio suo demandaret. Tunc autem abbas demandauit domino
rege pro seruicio suo CCxx li. Nihilominus scripsit idem rex predicto
abbati ut ei de cariagio pro necessariis guerre sue subuenire curaret,
cuius mandatis abbas non resistens, eodem anno tres nouas carectas
cum xij equis precio xxx li. eidem demandauit.

154. Anno uero quinto eiusdem regis post Translacionem sancti
Thome martyris idem rex per dominum Ingillardum de Warle
et dominum Radulphum de Stok’ clericos per literam credentie
supplicauit predicto abbati ut ei CCCC marcas usque ad certum
terminum mutuaret, quam supplicacionem in toto facere non ualens,
propter onera premissa, eidem regi C li. ex dono contulit et mandauit
per Robertum de Thorp.”> Eodem tempore idem abbas soluit pro
decima temporalium Ix marcas. Et in anno eiusdem regis septimo
soluit idem abbas regi pro seruitio suo C marcas, et pro auro regine
decem marcas.

155. Istis diebus pro quibusdam contingentibus idem rex concepit
[Wh. fo. 1157] indignacionem uersus dominum Walterum de Langeton’
quondam Anglie thesaurarium et imposuit ei aliqua crimina, ita quod
idem rex intrauit in omnes terras, castella, et tenementa predicti domini
Walteri. Inter cetera cepit idem rex castellum de Thorpwateruille quod
est infra libertatem abbatis de Burgo,'” pro transgressionibus ipsius

191 One of numerous such letters issued 25 June, requiring delivery of the
provisions to the local sheriff by 1 August 1310: CCR, 1307-1313, pp. 260-6, at
262. The feast of St James was 25 July.

192 On 23 July 1311 the abbot was ordered to pay Ralph de Stokes £100, ‘in aid
of the Scotch war” CCR, 1307-1313, p. 431. On Robert of Thorpe see King,
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asked the lord Piers to advise the abbot if the first cup would now
prove acceptable to the lord Edward, and he was told that it would.
The messenger then let on that the lord Edward had refused to receive
him. The lord Piers then summoned his chamberlain and told him:
‘Go to the lord Edward and say that I would like him to receive the
abbot’s gift’. Then they went to the lord Edward with the original cup,
and he received them courteously and thanked the abbot for his gifts.

153. After this, in the 4th year of the reign of King Edward [II], around
the feast of St James, the king wrote to the abbot requiring him to
provide a huge quantity of wheat, of oats, and of peas, for his war in
Scotland.”" The abbot sent the king 100 marks in cash in settlement of
this provision. In the same year the king wrote to the abbot requiring
his military service. In response, the abbot sent William la Zouche to
the king with horses and arms at great expense, in excess of 60 marks.
But this did not satisfy the king, who wrote once more to the abbot
telling him to send money in respect of his service, saying that he
wanted £220. On top of this, the king wrote to the abbot saying that he
should help with the carriage of materials for his war. The abbot did
not feel that he could refuse these orders, and so in the same year he
was required to send three new carts, with twelve horses, all of which
cost £30.

154. This king in his fifth year, after the feast of the translation of
St Thomas the martyr, through the agency of the clerks, Ingelard
de Warley and Ralph de Stokes, entreated the abbot to lend him 400
marks by means of a letter of credit for a fixed term. The abbot did not
feel that he could meet this demand in full, because of the burdens
already mentioned, but he did send Robert of Thorpe to the king with
£100 as a gift."”> Around the same time the abbot paid 60 marks as a
tenth from the temporalities. In the king’s seventh year, the abbot paid
the king 100 marks for his service, and ten marks as queen’s gold.

155. At this time, for various reasons, the king became angry with
Walter Langton, formerly treasurer of England. He brought various
charges against him, and he took possession of all his lands, castles,
and tenements. Among these, because of Walter’s transgressions,
the king seized the castle of Thorpe Waterville, which lies within the
liberty of the abbot of Peterborough.'”® At this point John of Milton, the

Peterborough Abbey, pp. 132-3; White Book, passim; Kinsey, “The Thorpes of
Northamptonshire”.

193 Thorpe Waterville was one of Langton’s main holdings: Beardwood, ‘Trial of
Walter Langton’, pp. 33-4; ‘he built a castle there’, Pytchley, pp. 41-2.
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Walteri. Tunc quidam Iohannes de Milton’, senescallus dicti abbatis
de Burgo,/™ consilium dedit abbati quod peteret custodiam illius
castelli a domino rege, quia infra libertatem eius erat. Abbas primus
renuit et post concessit et peciit a rege. Rex autem concessit abbati,
ita ut responderet ei de prouentibus. Tunc predictus Iohannes recepit
custodiam et ad scaccarium regis soluit L li. pro prouentibus dicti
castelli super primo compoto. Ante uero secundum compotum dictus
Iohannes moriebatur. Statim dominus rex dedit comiti Warenne totum
illud castellum cum omnibus suis iuribus fructubus et proficuis illius
anni. Unde predictus abbas contulit dicto comiti pro beneuolentia
sua optinenda et pro fructibus dicti castelli illius anni Ixxxxj marcas;
nicholominus eodem anno soluit idem abbas ad scaccarium domini
regis apud London” Cxx marcas nomine predicti Iohannis pro warda
castelli memorati.'”

156. Soluit eciam idem abbas ad scaccarium domini regis supradicti
ad filiam suam primogenitam maritandum Cxxvij li. uidelicet pro
Ixiij feodis et dimidio militum per v tallias.'”® Recepit eciam idem
abbas alia uice dictum dominum regem et suos apud Burgum
magnis sumptibus,'”” deditque regi duo bacilla argentea de precio
xx marcarum et infra bacilla xI marcas de pecunia numerata. Item
domino Iohanne Haward mariscallo regis [Wh. fo. 115v] vj marcas.
Item dedit xvij militibus qui uenerant cum rege cuilibet eorum xI s.
Plurima alia dona dedit eodem tempore, scilicet armigeris et aliis de
familia, ut patet in compotis celerarii et receptoris.

Summa denariorum solutorum regi et suis: MDxliij li. xiij s. iiij d.

157. Recepit eciam idem Godefridus honorifice apud Burgum duos
cardinales cum eorum familia missos a latere pape pro concordia
inter Angliam et Scociam facienda,'® ut in cibis et potubus, diuersis
donis et iocalibus, uidelicet uni cardinali nomine Gaucelino dedit
quoddam psalterium litteris aureis et asuris scriptum et mirabiliter
luminatum."”” Alia uice redeundo de Scotia contulit eidem Gaucelino
unam capam cum ymaginibus diuersi coloris confutis, cuius champe

194 On John see Raban, ‘Lawyers’, pp. 219-21; EELR, 3, pp. cXXXiv-CXXXV.

195 John of Milton’s son, William, accounted for his father’s custody of this and
other of Langton’s property during Easter Term 1311: White Book, pp. xxxii,
no. 255.

196 Eleanor, daughter of Edward I, had been married in 1293, but the feudal
aid that had been granted was not levied until the parliament of Oct. 1302:
Maddicott, English Parliament, p. 304.

197 Edward II was at Peterborough on 12-15 April 1314: CCR, 1313-1318, pp. 47,
50, 97, CPR, 1313-1317, pp. 104-7, 110, 145-6.
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abbot’s steward,” advised the abbot to seek custody of the castle from
the king, since it was within his liberty. At first the abbot declined to
do so but thereafter he agreed and asked the king for it. The king then
granted the castle to the abbot, on condition that he accounted to him
for the proceeds. John received the custody and in respect of his first
account he paid £50 to the royal exchequer as proceeds of the castle.
Before the second account could be rendered John died. Immediately
the king gave the castle to the Earl Warenne, with all its rights of
jurisdiction, its produce and its profits, for the whole of that year. The
abbot then gave the earl 91 marks for his goodwill and for that year’s
produce of the castle. Nonetheless the abbot in the same year paid 120
marks into the king’s exchequer in London, into John’s account, for the
wardship of the castle we are speaking of.'*>

156. The abbot paid into the previous king’s exchequer, in respect of
the marriage of his first-born daughter, £127, for 63%2 knights’ fees,
against five tallies.”® On another occasion the abbot received the king
and his men at Peterborough at great expense.”” He gave the king
two silver staffs, which cost 20 marks, within each of which there
was 40 marks in cash. He gave six marks to John Hayward, the king’s
marshal. He gave 40s. to each of the seventeen knights who came with
the king. He made many other gifts at this time, to the knights and
others of the household, as appears in the accounts of the cellarer and
the receiver.

Total payments made to the king and his men: £1543 13s. 4d.

157. Abbot Godfrey also received with honour at Peterborough two
cardinals, papal legates a latere, who had been sent to make peace
between England and Scotland, along with their household.””® He gave
them food and drink, various gifts and treasures. Specifically, to one
of the cardinals, named Gaucelin, he gave a psalter written in letters
of gold and azure, with illuminations of the very finest quality.””” On
another occasion, on their return from Scotland, he gave this Gaucelin
a cope, with images inset in various colours, its field made of gold

198 The cardinals were Gaucelin (Anselm) d’Eauze, cardinal of St Marcellin and
St Peter, and Luke Fieschi, cardinal of Sta Maria. They were in London at
the end of June 1317, and went via Peterborough to Nottingham, where they
stayed between 15 July and 6 August. They never did reach Scotland, for they
were assaulted and robbed near Durham on 1 Sept., and returned to London
with the royal court. Maddicott, Thomas of Lancaster, pp. 191, 203-6.

199 The psalter was given to the cardinal’s uncle, pope John XXII, and came
later to Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy; it is now Brussels, Bibliotheque
Royale MS 9961-62: Library, BP14; Lucy F. Sandler, The Peterborough Psalter in
Brussels and Other Fenland Manuscripts (London, 1974).
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de aurifragio bene brudato, quam idem Godefridus prius emerat pro
C marcis sterlingorum. Similiter et unam coupam de precio Ixxx
marcarum. Dedit eciam alteri cardinali domine Luce de Flisk” unam
coupam argenteam et deauratam, quam contulit ei Eduuardus rex
ad ingressus suos de precio C s. Similiter quinquaginta ulnas de
purissimo rubio scarleto.

158. Summa denariorum solutorum pro uestimentis et ornamentis
ecclesie: Dxvj li. xij s. vij d.

Summa emptarum terrarum cum parte corrodii Iohannis de
Lullington”: CCCxxxvij li. viij s. ix d.

Summa donorum conuentui in argento: Cxxxvj li. xiij s. iiij d.,
preter debita obedienciariorum que soluta erant bis per eundem
Godefridum in uita sua.

Summa summarum preter non scripta: MMMDCxlvj li. iiij s. iij d.”

Item Godefridus abbas fecit fieri baculum pastorale de argento et
deauratum cum aumayl et in capite imago Sancte Trinitatis. Anime
cuius propicietur Deus. Amen.”

[Wh. fo. 1297]

159. Anno Domini M.CCC.XX.I Godefrido de Croylande quondam
abbate monasterii de Burgo Sancti Petri, ordinis sancti Benedicti,
Lincolniensis dioceseos, uiam uniuerse carnis ingresso, uidelicet xij
kalendas Septembiris, ipsius que corpore ecclesiastice sepulture tradito,
fratre Alexandro de Wistowe ipsius monasterii priore, una cum aliis
monasterii eiusdem monachis in domo capitulari hora consueta
congregatis, ac mortem eiusdem domini Godefridi eisdem notificata,
petita prius a domino Edwardo rege Anglie, filio regis Edwardi, de
electione facienda licentia, petita et optenta,”” ac deliberacione inter se
habita diligenti, diem septimum mensis Septembris in loco capitulari
ad electionem futuri prelati in ipso loco celebrandum prefixerunt
et assignarunt. Quo die adueniente, dictis priore et monachis
conuenientibus dictam electionem faciendis, ut prius comparentibus,
ac deliberacione aliquali prehabita, per quam uiam esset in huius
electionis negocio procedendum, tandem placuit omnibus et singulis
per uiam procedere compromissi, ecclesie desolate de pastore
prouidere. Unde dictus conuentus nullo penitus discordante, in decem
comonachis plenam potestatem ad eligendum abbatem dicti [Wh. fo.
129v] monasterii concesserunt. Qui quidem compromissarii fratrem

“ The first section of Whittlesey’s chronicle concludes here "Jtem ... Amen added in
the revising hand
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thread very finely embroidered, which he had previously purchased
for 100 marks. Similarly a cup valued at 80 marks. He gave to the other
cardinal, who was called Luca Fieschi, a silver gilt cup which King
Edward had given him at the time of his installation (109), valued at
100s., along with fifty rolls of cloth of pure scarlet.

158. Total spending on vestments and ornaments for the church: £516
12s 7d.

Total for the purchase of land and for part of the corrody of John of
Lutton: £337 8s. 9d.

Total of Abbot Godfrey’s gifts to the convent in cash, aside from
the debts of the obedientiaries, which he paid off twice during his
lifetime: £136 13s. 4d.

Cumulative total, aside from what was not written down: £3646 4s.
3d.

Abbot Godfrey had made a pastoral staff of silver, gilded and
enamalled, surmounted by an image of the Holy Trinity. May God
have mercy on his soul. Amen.

159. Godfrey of Crowland, formerly abbot of the monastery of
Peterborough, of the order of St Benedict, in the diocese of Lincoln,
died on 21 August in the year of Our Lord 1321, and his body was given
Christian burial. On being notified of his death, brother Alexander
of Wistow, the prior of the monastery, along with other monks of the
house, met in the chapter-house at the usual hour. They had already
asked for licence to elect from Edward, king of England, son of King
Edward, and when they had obtained this licence,* and had carefully
discussed the matter amongst themselves, they determined to meet
on 7 September in the chapter-house to elect the future prelate of this
house. When this day arrived, the prior and the monks met formally as
before in order to conduct the election. They had previously had some
discussion as to what procedure they should follow in conducting
the election, the church being desolate for want of a pastor, following
which they had all agreed to proceed by way of compromission. The
convent being in complete agreement on this matter, they delegated
to twelve of their fellow-monks full power to elect an abbot for the
monastery. On this seventh day, with divine clemency, these delegates
agreed on the election of brother Adam of Boothby, the sub-cellarer, as

200 CPR, 1321-24, p. 22: licence to elect granted on 3 Sept. at Sturry (near
Canterbury), the monks William of Yarwell and Robert of Thornton having
announced Abbot Godfrey’s death.
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Adam de Botheby®" tunc dicti monasterii subcelerarium diuina fauente
clementia concorditer in abbatem et pastorem ipsius monasterii dicto
septimo die eligerunt. Qua quidem electione coram priore et conuentu
predictis in forma iuris proposita, et tandem eodem die post horam
nonam prefato electo presentata, idem electus electioni de se facte,
utilitate dicti monasterii posita, annuit et consensit, et statim eodem
die uersus dictum dominum regem consensum eiusdem petiturus iter
arripuit.

160. Temporalibus dicti monasterii in manibus dicti regis a tempore
uacationis eiusdem continue existentibus, et licet idem electus
predictum dominum regem primo London” et postea Roucestrie,
ubi familia ipsius domini regis aliquamdiu morabatur, diligenter
quesiuisset, certa tamen noua de eodem rege, ubi uidelicet
personaliter inueniri posset, per duodecim dies continue expectando
in dicta ciuitate Roucestrie idem electus cum familia sua continua
morabatur,® et explorare non potuit, nisi quatenus ex relatu
quorundam didicit, quod idem dominus rex in insula de Tenet iuxta
Cantuariam permansit, transfretacionem domini Hugo[Wh. fo. 130r]
nis le Despencer expectando. Qui quidem dominus Hugo a regno
Anglie de consensu maiorum tocius regni relegacioni deputatus
extitit et addictus. Quo quidem supradicto relatu plenius intellecto,
dictus electus uersus dominum regem ad locum antedictum, ex
consilio domini Rogeri de Northborou tunc garderobe domini regis
thesaurarii et aliorum amicorum, iter arripuit; ac domino regi in dicta
insula existenti fuerat presentatus, et electioni de se facte negocium
humiliter extitit expositum, implorando quod regie sue maiestatis
electioni predicte suum prebere dignaretur assensum.

161. Cuius beniuolentia gratanter impetrata® London’ est reuersus,
et sic dictus electus uersus dominum Henricum tunc Lincolniensis
episcopum apud Bokedene existentem confirmationem sue electionis
petiuit instanter. Idem tamen dominus episcopus uariis ut asseruit
tunc prepeditus negociis, ad negocium prefatum terminandum
intendere nequiuit, sed quod ibidem electus coram eo in ecclesia
parochiali de Steuington’ in comitatu Bedefordie in dicto electionis
negocio processurus, et recepturus quod iustum foret, compareret
certum diem prefixum. Quo die adueniente idem electus coram dicto
domino episcopo loco prefixo compa[Wh. fo. 130v]ruit et electionis
sue confirmationem in forma iuris instanter petiit. Tandem post
multas altercaciones idem dominus episcopus predictam electionem
canonicam fore pronunciauit et pontificali auctoritate tanquam
canonicam confirmauit predictum.**
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abbot and shepherd of the monastery.” The election was then notified
to the prior and convent in the correct manner, and the elect was
presented at the ninth hour on the same day. He then accepted and
consented to his election, which had been made for the good of the
monastery, and immediately on the same day he set off to the king in
order to seek his consent.

160. The temporalities of the monastery had been in the hands of the
king during the period of vacancy, and so the elect diligently sought
out the king, first in London and then in Rochester, where the royal
household had been settled for some time. For twelve days on end
the elect with his own household resided in the city of Rochester,*”
seeking reliable information as to where they might find the king
in person. They would have discovered nothing, had they not been
told that someone had said that the king was staying on the Isle of
Thanet, close to Canterbury, awaiting the Channel crossing of Hugh
Despenser. This Hugh had been banished from the kingdom of
England and sent into exile by agreement of the magnates of the whole
of England. Having received a more detailed report, through the
counsel of Roger Northburgh, the treasurer of the king’s wardrobe,
and of other friends, the elect set off to find the king there. He was
presented to king, who was then staying on the Isle, and humbly set
out the proceedings followed in his election, begging that the king’s
majesty would graciously consent to his election.

161. Having freely obtained this,*® he returned to London; and from
there he set off towards Henry, bishop of Lincoln, who was then at
Buckden, and urged him to confirm his election on the spot. But the
bishop declined to conclude the matter there, claiming that he was
tied up with other business. He gave the elect a day to appear before
him at the parish church of Stevington in the county of Bedford,
where he could set out his case and receive what he was entitled to.
When the day arrived, the elect appeared there before the bishop and
urgently asked for his confirmation, setting out his case in the correct
form. Then, after lengthy exchanges, the bishop declared the election
to have been canonical, and by episcopal authority he confirmed it as
canonical.?*

201 He was a relative of Anthony Bek, bishop of Durham (1283-1311): Library,
p- 40, citing Lambeth MS 198b, fo. 108r.

202 Around 11 - 22 Sept. 1321.

203 CPR, 1321-24, p. 26: letter to the bishop of Lincoln giving royal assent, 25
Sept. 1321.

204 ‘The process of election was presented to the bishop at Felmersham, 1 Oct.,
and the election was confirmed at Stevington, 2 Oct. 1321: Reg. Burghersh, 2,
p- 6 (no. 1212).
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162. Post quam quidem confirmacionem, sicut premittitur, non sine
grauibus laboribus et expensis habitam, idem electus confirmatus
iterum uersus dominum regem prefatum pro temporalibus suis
predictum dominum regem et ipsius ministros tempore uacacionis
dicti monasterii occupatis, recuperandis et liberandis iter suum
arripuit. Quem idem electus confirmatus in castro de Porcestre
in diocesi Cicestrensis supra mare post multos et diuersos labores
inuenit. Coram quo idem electus negocium suum proposuit, et ut
idem dominus rex fidelitatem suam admitteret, et temporalia dicti
monasterii iuxta consuetudinem regni liberaret instanter petiit.
Idemque dominus rex fidelitatem dicti electi per manus domini
Ricardi de Eyremine,®” qui sigillum priuatum eiusdem domini regis
tunc detulit, et domino cancellario Anglie tunc London” commoranti
per literas suas sub priuato sigillo quod temporalia dicti monasterii
prefato electo restitueret scribi [Wh. fo. 131r] mandauit et fecit.

163. Solutis que postea feodis diuersis per electum prefatum
marescallo domini regis, et camerario, ut est moris, que se extendebant
ad x li. sterlingorum, idem electus London’ rediit, et diuersa breuia in
cancellaria ipsius domini regis ad excaetores eiusdem pro temporalibus
suis liberandis iuxta mandatum domini regis sub sigillo suo priuato,
predicto domino cancellario prius directum impetrauit. Ipsa que
breuia excaetores domini regis, timore oppressionum diuersarum,
de quibus idem excaetores cominabantur, celeriter transmisit. Et sic
idem electus per finem CCCxxxiij* li. vj s. viij d., que faciunt D marcas,
domino regi soluendorum pro tempore uacationis monasterii predicti,
temporalia sua de manibus domini regis liberauit et adquisiuit, pro
quibus sicut premittitur, celeriter liberandis, idem electus excaetoribus
et aliis Ixvj li. ix s. x d. preter expensas diuersas eorundem, que
extendunt in pecunia xij li. xix s. iij d. soluit, et preter expensas per
mensam, quas fecit frater Ricardus de Offord” monachus, tunc
senescallus de Burgo, et Iohannes de Monklane® tunc subexscaetor
domini regis in comitatu Norhamtone circa compotum ordinandum,
[Wh. fo. 131v] faciendum et reddendum apud Westmonasterium ad
saccarium domini regis pro tempore uacationis predicte,*” que sunt
vij li. et ix s. Et preter unam annuam pensionem C s. et unam robam
quam habuit Ricardus de Rodeney tunc excaetor domini regis pro
filio suo. Et unam annuam pensionem C s. quam habuit dominus rex
iure suo regio pro magistro Willelmo de Maldon’ tunc domini regis
notario.”® Et se extendunt expense predicte cum fine facto domino
regi preter annuas pensiones et uictualia CCCCx]j li. iiij s. ij d., que
faciunt in marcis DClxj marcas xj s. v d.*”

* CCCxxxij Wh

205 Richard was ‘clerk of the privy seal from about 1315 to 1323/, and keeper of
the privy seal, 1327-8: Roy Martin Haines, ‘Airmyn [Ayreminne], Richard
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162. After he had obtained this confirmation, which had taken great
labour and involved great expense, the confirmed elect went back to
the king to recover and receive free possession of his temporalities,
which the king and his ministers had occupied during the vacancy.
After experiencing considerable difficulties, he found the king in the
castle of Portchester in the diocese of Chichester on the sea coast. He
set out his business before him, pleading with him to receive his oath
of fealty and restore the monastery’s temporalities to him immediately,
as was customary within the kingdom. The king then accepted the
fealty of the elect, by the hand of Richard Airmyn,** the keeper of the
king’s privy seal, and sent letters under the privy seal to the chancellor
of England, then resident in London, ordering that the temporalities of
the monastery should be restored to the elect.

163. The elect later, as was customary, paid various fees to the king’s
marshal, and to his chamberlain, amounting to £10 in cash. The
elect then returned to London and requested the chancellor to issue
various writs from the king’s chancery to the escheators to release
his temporalities, as he had been ordered to do by mandate of the
king under his privy seal previously sent to him. These writs he
speedily forwarded to the king’s escheators, fearful of any number of
oppressions for which those escheators had been responsible. By means
of a fine amounting to £333 6s. 8d. which comes to 500 marks, paid to
the king in respect of the period when the monastery had been vacant,
the elect freed and acquired the temporalities from the king. And, as
has been said, in order that they should do this speedily the elect paid
the escheators and others £66 9s. 10d., besides various expenses, which
amounted to £12 19s. 3d. Also, in addition to the cost of provisions,
he paid £7 9s. for setting out, writing up, and returning a vacancy
account to the exchequer at Westminster; this was done by brother
Richard of Ufford, the monk steward of Peterborough, and John of
Monkland,*® the king’s sub-escheator in the county of Northampton®”
And an annual pension of 100s. and a robe, which Richard of Rodney,
the king’s escheator, obtained for his son. And an annual pension of
100s., which the king obtained by royal prerogative for master William
of Maldon, the king’s notary.?”® All these expenses, along with the fine
paid to the king, but not including annual pensions and provisions,
amounted to £441 4s. 2d. which was 661 marks 11s. 5d.*”

(c. 1290-1340), OxDNB, art. 943.

206 On John of Monkland’s links with the abbey, see above p. 48 note 165.

207 The account is copied in the margins of Wh. fos. 1161-128v, and was printed
by Sparke, pp. 175-216.

208 The king’s request was made on 17 Oct. 1321, and the pension was granted on
26 Dec. 1321: CCR, 1318-1323, p. 504; Reg. Boothby, fo. 48r.

209 I make it 661 marks 10s. 10d.
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164. Quibus per predictum electum sicut premittitur expeditis,
munereque benedictionis eidem electo per prefatum dominum
episcopum die dominico proximo post festum sancti Firmini anno
Domini supradicto in ecclesia de Bradewelle,** prout decuit, impenso;
idem frater Adam de Botheby tunc abbas monasterii prefati, primo ad
manerium suum de Keteringe, postea ad manerium de Eye accessit,
et ibidem usque ad festum Conceptionis Virginis Gloriose ex tunc
proximum futurum moram traxit.'! Eodemque die per officialem
domini archidiaconi North’, auctoritate domini episcopi Lincolniensis,
in corporalem possessionem dicti monasterii inductus [Wh. fo. 132r]
fuit, et per eundem officialem installatus. Et licet idem officialis
palefridum domini abbatis pro feodo suo petiit, nihil tamen nomini
feodi reportauit. Hiis supradictis expeditis, descendendum est ad
expensas uarias singulorum annorum temporis sui.

165. In primis idem abbas cum feodis et pensionibus non solutis, ac
etiam creditoribus pro diuersis generibus blados emptis, quia caristia
bladi fuit nimis excessiua per sex annos propter sterilitatem terre et
inundationes aquarum et quasi continue supererat, computatis istis
autem omnibus et singulis, cum funeralibus expletis, indebitabatur de
tempore predecessores sui de MCClxxj li. ij s. v d. ob. Quod quidem
debitum idem Adam abbas tempore suo persoluit. Item eodem
anno dominus Thomas comes Lancastrie una cum aliis comitibus et
proceribus regni contra dominum regem insurrexerunt,” domino regi
apud pontem de Burtone obuiam dederunt.”? In subsidium cuius
guerre idem abbas Adam predicto domino regi de mandato domini
regis contulit Cxxxiij li. vj s. viij d.**® Item eodem anno idem abbas
predictus domino regi ad gulam Augusti pro seruicio suo uersus
Sco[Wh. fo. 132v]ciam CC li. et pro auro regine xx li. persoluit. Item cum
clerus prouintie Cantuarie predicto domino regi quinque denarios de
marca in sui subsidium concessissent, idem abbas pro porcione sua
prefato regi xiiij li. xj s. viij d. persoluit. Et sic extendunt soluciones
predicte predicto domino regi facte CCClxvij li. xviij s. iiij d.

166. Debita soluta. Summa solutionum predictarum tam pro uacatione
quam aliis expensis circa alia recuperanda, quam domino regi, ut
premittitur, ex causis predictis factarum, uidelicet a tempore obitus
Godefridi abbatis usque ad festum sancti Michaelis proximum
sequens, et ab illo festo usque ad idem festum anno suo primo finiente,
una cum emptione bladorum et stauri MMMCCCCIxiij li. xiij s. v d.2**

*ad erased

210 The feast of St Firmin is on 25 Sept. The Sunday after the feast was 27
Sept. 1321. This date is not possible. It should read St Wilfrid, the Sunday
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164. After all this had been done by the elect, and he had been
blessed by the bishop, as was proper, in the church of Bradwell, on the
Sunday after the feast of St Firmin in the same year,*" brother Adam
of Boothby, now abbot of the monastery, came first to his manor of
Kettering, and thereafter to the manor of Eye, where he stayed until
the feast of the Conception of the Glorious Virgin next following.?"! On
that day, by the authority of the bishop of Lincoln, he was inducted
by the archdeacon of Northampton into corporal possession of the
monastery, and installed by this official. While the archdeacon would
claim the abbot’s palfrey as his fee, he would bring back nothing in
this regard. Having set out all of the above matters, we now turn to the
various expenses of each year of his abbacy.

165. At the beginning there were fees and pensions that had not been
paid, and creditors in respect of various kinds of grain that had been
purchased, for there had been a severe shortage of grain for six years
because of the sterility of the ground and almost incessant flooding.
Taking all of these together, along with the funeral expenses, the
debts that he took over from his predecessors amounted to £1271
2s. 5%d. All of which debt Abbot Adam paid off during his time. In
the same year Thomas, earl of Lancaster, along with many earls and
magnates of the kingdom, rebelled against the king and confronted
him at Burton Bridge.”* As a subsidy in this war, the abbot gave to
the king £133 6s. 8d. which he demanded.?” In the same year, at the
beginning of August, the abbot gave the king £200 for his service in
the Scottish campaign, and £20 in queen’s gold. Then, when the clergy
of the province of Canterbury gave the king five pence in the mark as
a subsidy, the abbot paid the king £14 11s. 8d. as his share. All these
payments to the king came to a total of £367 18s. 4d.

166. Payments made. The sum total of all these payments, from the
vacancy and payments in recovering other rights, paid to the king for
these various reasons, extending from the death of Abbot Godfrey to
the feast of Michaelmas next following, and from that feast day to the
same feast day at the end of his first year, along with the purchase of
grain and stock: £3463 13s. 5d.**

after whose feast was 18 Oct., when the bishop, at Bradwell, notified his
confirmation: Reg. Burghersh, 2, no. 1212.

211 8 Dec. 1321.

212 7-10 March 1322; Maddicott, Thomas of Lancaster, pp. 309-10.

213 The king’s request for troops or a fitting subsidy was sent from Gloucester
on 16 February and received at the abbey ‘with due reverence’ on 2 March
1322; the 200 marks sent was the best he could manage (‘contra nostrum
possibilitatem”), the abbot explained apologetically: Reg. Boothby, fo. 48r.

214 21 Aug. 1321 to 29 Sept. 1322.
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167. Item eodem anno tanta sterilitas terre ratione inundacionis
aquarum quasi continue supererat quod omnia blade ad omnia
maneria ad dictum monasterium illo anno pertinentia pro expensis
dicti monasterii usque festum Purificationis nequaquam sufficere
poterant, set a dicto festo Purificacionis usque ad gulam Augusti
ex tunc proximum sequens, idem abbas omnia bladorum genera,
que per dictum tempus pro expensis in ipso monasterio faciendis
requirebantur et per suos minis[Wh. fo. 133r]tros emi fecit, uidelicet
Emcio bladorum CCCClxxxxj qr. vij esk. dim. frumenti, xj qr. iij esk.
siliginis, CCCCxvij qr. vj esk. ordei, CClxxxxj qr. auene, Ixvij qr. vj
esk. fabarum, CClxxv qr. ij esk. brasei ordei, ij qr. brasei drageti, et x
qr. vj esk. moture emptum. Summa quarteriorum emptorum MDIxix
qr. j esk. et dim. Summa predictorum in pecunia DCxxix li. xix s. iiij
d. ob. q. Et erat caristia singulorum quarteriorum omnium bladorum
multum excessiua ut patet in compotis. Bladum emptum temporibus
suis. Sic idem abbas de anno in annum tempore suo bladum, que se
extendunt temporibus suis in pecunia numerata ad MCCx1 1i. jj s. j d.
ob. preter uenditiones quascumque factas.

168. Et ne recedatur a memoria qualiter omnes predecessores istius
abbatis sufficientiam bossi pro focali temporibus suis sine empcione
quascumque possederunt, sicut in alnetis Burgfen, Talneholt, et
Peykirkefrith. De focali. Tempore tamen dicti abbatis fiebat empcio
continua singulis annis pretextu defectus focalis, ratione inundacionis
aquarum et corruptionis dictorum alnetorum et aliarum siluarum
conduarum, uidelicet CCClxxx li. viij s. xj d. Propterea [Wh. fo. 1330]
inter alia infortunia, pestilencia siue mortalia animalium sic contigit
inmensa, in primo anno suo expendidit in stauro emptum de claro
Cxxxiij li. ij s. v d. et sic per plures annos in sui principio permanebat,
quod pretextu dicte morine per sedecim annos que se extendebat ad
xiiiiMxxxiij animalia, dictus abbas soluit in denariis pro restauracione
stauri maneriorum per tredecim annos MCCxiij li. xj s. xj d. nam
trina uice omnia animalia empta pro predictis maneriis continue
moriebuntur, excepta empcione in annis postmodum futuris.

169. Albe carte. Anno secundo dicti abbatis accidit quod per
nunciationem cuiusdam fratris predicatoris eisdem abbati et conuentui
constabat quod quatuor albe carte falce fabricate’ ad modum sigilli
abbatis et conuentus London” extiterant consignate, una cum quodam
scripto obligatorio CC li. sigillo abbatis et con\uentus falce/ fabricate
et consignate, adiecta condicione in eodem scripto quod si abbas et

“original text erased and falce fabricate substituted in revising hand

215 Gilbert of Aslackby was frequently in the abbot’s company when he received
homages between Dec. 1321 and Aug. 1323 (Reg. Boothby, fos. 78r-80r, 81r);
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167. In this year the land was so barren, because of almost continuous
flooding, that all of the grain from all of the abbey’s manors was in no
way adequate during the time up until the feast of the Purification,
whilst from that feast day until the following August, all types of
grain that were needed for the expenses of the monastery were
supplied by the abbot and purchased by his servants. Grain purchased.
Namely: 491 qr. 7V2 skeps wheat, 11 qr. 3 skeps rye, 417 qr. 6 skeps
barley, 291 qr. oats, 67 qr. 6 skeps beans, 275 qr. 2 skeps malt barley,
2 gr. malt drage, and 10 qr. 6 skeps multure. Total purchase of grain:
1569 qr. 1%2 skeps, at a cost of £629 19s. 4%d. The price of grain was
extortionate due to shortages, as appears on the accounts. The purchase
of grain during his abbacy. The abbot similarly supplied grain in each
year he was in office, which amounted to £1240 2s. 1%4d. besides sales
of various kinds.

168. It should not be forgotten that all the predecessors of this abbot
had sufficient woodland for fuel during their day, from Borough Fen,
Tanholt and Peakirkfrith, without the need for purchases. Fuel. But
under this abbot there were purchases in every year, on the grounds
that fuel was insufficient, because of flooding and the deterioration
of these alder hays and other coppice woods, in total £380 8s. 11d. On
top of all these other misfortunes, there were such severe diseases
and murrain among the animals that in his first year he spent in net
purchases of stock £133 2s. 5d. The same was true for several years at
the beginning of his abbacy: there was stated to be murrain for sixteen
years, affecting 14,033 animals. The abbot paid over thirteen years,
to restore the stock of the manors, £1213 11s. 11d. On three occasions
all the stock purchased for the manors themselves died, with the
exception of those purchased in the years next following.

169. Blank charters. In the abbot’s second year it so happened that the
abbot and convent were informed by a certain Dominican friar that
there were to be found in London four blank charters — these were
forgeries — with seals which seemed to be those of the abbot and
convent. Attached to one of them was a promissory note in the sum
of £200, bearing the forged seals of the abbot and convent, which
contained the provision that if the abbot and convent defaulted in
making payments at the stated terms, then they should pay £100 as
a penalty in support of the Holy Land in addition to the sum owed.
Once the abbot and convent had learned of this and considered
its implications, they quickly sent brother Gilbert of Aslackby," a

he oocurs as sacrist between 1325 and 1336, and is last recorded in 1344
(Fraunceys Register A, p. 642). John of Aslackby was parson of Castor around
this time: CPR, 1327-30, p. 456.
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conuentus in solucione terminis in ipsa obligacione contentis deficerent
facienda, ex tunc C li. nomine pene in subsidium Terre Sancte
applicandas persoluerent una cum sorte prenotata. Quibus per abbatem
et conuen[Wh. fo. 134r]tum predictos conceptis et intellectis, fratrem
Gilbertum de Aslokbi commonachum eorundem?® ad explorandum de
premissis celerius destinarunt. Qui de mandato superiorum eiusdem
London’ accedens et cum predicto fratre predicatore colloquium
habens de premissis, quis cartas albas et obligationem predictam
habuit concepit et non sine magna difficultate ipsas obligationem
et cartas uidit. Et licet idem frater Gilbertus abbate et conuentu de
huius obligatione et cartis, quod de ipsorum consensu nullatenus
ordinauerunt quantum potuit excusauit. Ipsas tamen obligationem
et cartas sine redempcione inmensa recuperare non potuit, sed
inducias xx dierum ad consulendum dominos abbatem et conuentum
super hiis cum difficultate optinuit; et sic apud Burgum rediit, et que
uidit abbati et conuentui ac eorum consilio nuntiauit. Qui non sine
turbatione maxima consilium eorum ut quid in tanto periculo cautius
foret agendum ordinarunt conuocari fecerunt; et habita deliberatione
plena cum eisdem, quod huius carte et obligatio ex quibus dampna
intollerabilia dicto monasterio prouenire possent redimerentur
ordinarunt. [Wh. fo. 134v] Super quibus prefatum fratrem Gilbertum
Londoniis remiserunt, cum summa pecunie uidelicet L li. et grauibus
laboribus et aliis expensis ipsas cartas et obligationem redemit, et ipsis
usque Burgum detulit, et in capitulo abbate et conuentu presentibus
ostendi et litteram obligatoriam legi et eciam ibidem cancellari fecit.

170. Albe carte. Item eodem anno quidem Willelmus de Ascheby,
tunc senescallus libertatis domini abbatis,® duas albas cartas sigillo
abbatis et conuentus signato apud Stanewigge pro xx marcis redemit.
Nec potuit aliquis cognoscere sigillum fabricatum et sigillo conuentus
nisi coniunctim apponerentur, et uix tunc, quia tunc plures monachi
non cognoscebant. Nec moueatur quis quod talem cartarum sum
sigillis fabricatarum redemptio emergebat. Quia qui possidebant
illas Londoniis maxime minabantur, nisi de adoptione earum
celerius tractaretur, ad manus domini Hugonis filii domini Hugonis
le Espenser deuoluerentur, quem tunc tamquam domini regis
consiliarius habebant, et illius timore pre oculis inito ad finem leuius
perducitur prelocutum.

171. Item anno predicto cum clerus prouintie Cantuarie domino regi
decimas [Wh. fo. 135r] concessissent, idem dominus abbas soluit pro
porcione sua xlviij li. xviij s. xj d. Item \eodem/ anno construxit de
nouo quandam grangiam lapideam apud Glintone de sumptibus.”

“no space is left for this total
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monk of the house, to investigate the matter. With authority from his
superiors, he came to London and held discussions with this friar,
who had the blank charters and the promissory note, and after some
wrangling he managed to get sight of them and discover their details.
Even though brother Gilbert in so far as he could excused the abbot
and convent from the charters and the obligation, saying that they
had been made without their authority, he was not able to recover
the charters and the promissory note without very great expense.
He did however, though with difficulty, obtain a respite of twenty
days in order to consult the abbot and convent. He then returned to
Peterborough, and set out the issues for the abbot and convent and
their counsel as they appeared to him. The abbot and convent set up a
meeting and there were heated exchanges between the counsellors as
to how they should most prudently proceed in so perilous a situation.
After lengthy discussions, it was decided that the charters and the
obligation should be redeemed, since they might cause untold damage
to the monastery. They then sent brother Gilbert back to London, with
a sum of money, namely £50, and after great effort and with some
additional expense he redeemed the charters and the obligation. He
brought them back with him to Peterborough, and before the abbot
and convent in chapter he held them up, had the letter of obligation
read out, and then had them cancelled.

170. Blank charters In the same year William of Ashby, the steward of
the abbot’s liberty,® redeemed two blank charters, sealed with the
seals of the abbot and convent, at Stanwick for 20 marks. No one could
tell the difference between the forged and the genuine seal of the
convent unless they were placed alongside one another, and some not
even then, since several of the monks could not tell them apart. And
indeed it was feared that other such charters might materialise and
need to be redeemed. For those who were holding them in London
threatened that unless we accepted responsibility very quickly they
would come into the hands of Hugh the son of Hugh Despencer, who
was then seen as the king’s right-hand man; this fear which had got
into their minds led them more readily to reach the conclusion they
had already discussed.

171. In the same year when the clergy of the province of Canterbury
granted a tenth to the king, the abbot paid £48 18s. 11d. as his share. In
the same year he built a new stone grange at Glinton at a cost of [blank].
In the purchase of grain this year, besides sales of various kinds, £373
9s. 72d. In the purchase of stock £119 19s.

216 He occurs as steward in 1322: Reg. Boothby, fos. 78r-79r.
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In empcione bladorum eodem anno, super uendiciones quascumque
factas CCClxxiij li. ix s. vij d. ob. In stauro empto Cxix li. xix s.

172. Anno tertio idem dominus abbas soluit domino regi pro decima
per dominum Iohannem papam XXII de clero concessa xlviij li. xviij
s. xj d. Nota, cum oppressionibus et pestilentiis predictis per ipsum
abbatem et conuentum diligenter consideratis, uolentes expensis
monasterium suum ere alieno quamplurimum oneratum quantum
poterat releuare, ut idem dominus abbas cum aliquali familia ad partes
Oxonie se transferret, ordinarunt. Idem quoque dominus abbas, sicut
premittitur, consultus in die sancti Marci euangeliste ad partes illas se
transtulit, et per vj menses ibidem moram trahens.?" Incendia domorum.
Et casualiter dum ibi moram traxit contingebant incendia domorum in
die sanctorum Gordiani et Epimachi*® in le Hythegate, Prestgate et in
Marketstede apud Burgum, quod redditus dicti abbatis minuebantur
fere [Wh. fo. 135v] in C s. annuatim. Ignis generatus de feno humido. Item
accidit eodem anno quod cum humida in quadam grangia magna
lapidicina et de nouo constructa per abbatem Godefridum in manerio
de Eye, una cum omnibus bladis ad dictum manerium pertinentibus
reponerentur, ex feno predicto ignis generatur, unde predicta grangia
cum omnibus bladis predictis, que iuxta communem estimacionem
ad MCCC quarteria se extendebant penitus concrematur.”’ Idem
abbas expendidit circa reparacionem predicte grangie preter grossum
meremium et preter expensas in mensa® [blank]. In empciones
bladorum super uendiciones quascumque factas Cx li. xviij s. iiij d. In
stauro empto CL li. ix s. x d.

173. Anno quarto idem abbas domino regi soluit pro decima per
predictum dominum papam comissa tunc currente xlviij li. xviij
s. Xj d. In empcione bladorum super uendiciones quascumque
factas CClxxv li. xiij s. j d. In stauro empto Clxvij li. vj s. viij d. Nota
Thorpel. Item eodem anno accidit quod cum manerium de Torpel et
Upton” ad manus dicti Edmundi de Wodestoke tunc comitis Cantie,
fratris Edwardi regis, filii regis Edwardi, de nouo peruenisset ac
oppressiones hominibus dicti domini abbtis sibi et in maneriis [Wh.
fo. 136r] suis frequenter per se et ministros suis intulisset, ac idem
abbas in isto parliamento London®' tractatum habens cum dicto
comite et suis de consilio suo considerans et attendens pericula maiora
future ratione duritie et dominacionis anxie dicti comitis temporibus
futuris iminere, ductus consilio suorum, tandem tales mediatores erga
dictum comitem habuit, quod dictum manerium ab ipso comite ad
firmam receipt pro Cvj li. xiij s. iiij d. eidem comiti pro firma prefata

217 25 Apr. —c. 25 Oct. 1324.
218 10 May 1324.
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172. In his third year the abbot paid £48 18s. 11d. to the king, in
respect of the clerical tenth granted by Pope John XXIIL It should be
noted that it was decided that the abbot should go with some members
of his household into the vicinity of Oxford. This was decided on by
the abbot and convent, having regard to these various oppressions
and pestilences, in order to alleviate the heavy burden of debt which
lay upon them in so far as they could. And so the abbot, as has been
explained, determined to remove into this neighbourhood on the feast
of St Mark the evangelist, and he stayed there for six months.*” Houses
destroyed by fire. By chance, whilst he was staying there, on the day
of Saints Gordian and Epimach,”® some houses were destroyed by
fire in Hithegate, Priestgate and in the market place in Peterborough,
reducing the abbot’s revenues by nearly 100s. a year. Fire generated
by damp hay. In this year it so happened that in a large stone grange
recently built by abbot Godfrey in the manor of Eye, where a large
amount of grain was stored, such humidity built up that a fire arose
from the hay, with the result that the whole grange along with all the
grain stored in it, which was generally reckoned to amount to 1300
quarters, was utterly burnt down.?” In repairing this barn, aside from
the great timbers and [the workers’] expenses at table,” the abbot
spent [blank]. In the purchase of grain, besides sales of various kinds,
£110 18s. 4d. In the purchase of stock, £150 9s. 10d.

173. In the fourth year the abbot paid the king £48 18s. 11d. as the
latest instalment of the tenth granted by the pope. In the purchase of
grain, besides sales of various kinds, £275 13s. 1d. In the purchase of
stock, £167 6s. 8d. Torpel. In the same year the manor of Torpel and
Upton came once again into the hands of Edmund of Woodstock, Earl
of Kent, the brother of king Edward [II] and son of king Edward [I],
and the men of the abbot and his manors were frequently oppressed
by him and his ministers. In this parliament at London** the abbot
met with the earl and his men. Anticipating the great dangers which
might be expected to arise in the future from the severe lordship of the
earl, he accepted the advice of his counsellors, sent mediators to the
earl, and received the manor at farm from him, for a payment of £106

219 Prices on the Lincolnshire manors of Crowland Abbey in 1322 were a
minimum of 6s. 6d. per quarter for wheat and 3s. 4d. per quarter for oats:
Page, Crowland, pp. 318-22. This would suggest that on a conservative
estimate the loss to the abbey was £200.

220 As below, 190.

221 The last parliament of Edward II to which the earl of Kent was summoned
was that held at Westminster in Feb.-Mar. 1324, in the abbot’s third year:
Seymour Phillips, “‘Edward II; Parliament of February 1324, Introduction’, in
Parliament Rolls, 3, 13071327, pp. 439-41.
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annuatim soluendis. Idem tamen manerium iuxta uerum ualorem
Ixxx li. summam annuatim non excessit. Sed quia idem dominus
abbas oppressiones predictas euitare uoluit, de consensu conuentus
et totius consilii sui prefatum manerium pro summa ita excessiua ad
firmam admisit. Summa solucionis. Et fuerunt soluciones dicti manerii
de Torpel maiores per sex annos quam firmam de CCCCxlvij li. vj s. ix
d'ZZZ

174. Expense circa regem Anno quinto cum dominus Edwardus de
Carnareuan filius regis Edwardi fuisset apud Waterneuton” iuxta
Walmisford, idem abbas expendidit in dicto domino rege et familia
sua, uidelicet in exenniis et aliis donis xxiij li. x s. In empcione blad[Wh.
fo. 136v]orum super uendiciones quascumque factas CCxv li. xiiij s. iiij
d. In stauro empto Clvij li. xiijj s. iij d.

175. Expense regis et regine. Anno sexto dominus Edwardus tertius
a conquestu, filius regis Edwardi, in festo Pasche ex tunc proximo
futuro una cum regina matre sua domina Isabella, et dominus
Iohannes de Heltham frater domini regis et comes Cornubie et due
sorores domini regis cum aliis comitibus necnon tribus episcopis cum
cancellaria sua apud Burgum uenit, et festum suum Paschale ibidem
tenuit, ac per x dies continue moram traxit.?”® In quibus prefatus abbas
in donis diuersis, uidelicet in pecunia numerata, in jocalibus et aliis
diuersis donis preter palefridum et preter lardarium, panem, uinum
et seruisiam de stauro CCCClxxxvij li. vj s. v d. Carte de libertatibus.
Item eodem anno idem abbas cartas diuersas de libertatibus per
progenitores dicti domini regis ecclesie de Burgo concessas confirmari,
et aliquas libertates in eisdem de nouo addi fecit. Cartam de saltero de
Beginge Et unam nouam cartam de uno saltero habendo ad parcum
de Bygg’,* et de predicto domino rege tunc impetrauit. Pro quibus liij
li. xiij s. iiij d. dicto domino regi soluit. De Scocia. Item eodem anno
soluit domino regi pro seruitio in Scocia,”> quando idem dominus rex
[Wh. fo. 137r] Scotos in parco de Stanhop obsedit, et ipsos Scotos ad
fugam posuit,” C li. et pro auro regine x li. In empcione bladorum
super uendiciones quascumque factas CxI li. xix s. vij d. ob. In stauro
empto Ixxx li. ij s. j d.

222 The abbey had farmed these manors from the crown between 1291 and
1310, for the payment of £100 a year: White Book, pp. xx-xxi, nos. 32 (extent),
152; CFR, 1307-1319, p. 52. The accounts which survive from the 1300s
suggest that even a valuation of £80 was optimistic, and rapid transfers of
lordship thereafter compounded the problems when direct management
was resumed: Accounts, pp. xxviii, 196-206, 339-49, 510-14; White Book, no.
252; TNA, SC 8/339/15986, 8/201/10032, 8/87/4347. Granted this, it seems best
to interpret the final total here as representing the loss to the abbey for the
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13s. 4d. a year. This even though the true valuation the manor was
not more than £80 a year. But since the abbot wished to avoid these
oppressions, with the agreement of the convent and all his counsellors,
he took on the farm of the manor for this inflated sum. Total of payments
made. And over six years the payments made for the manor amounted
to £447 6s. 9d. over and above the farm receipts.?

174. Expenditure on the king. In the fifth year, whilst Edward of
Caernarvon son of King Edward was at Water Newton next Wansford,
the abbot expended £23 10s. on the king and his household, in special
delicacies and in other gifts. In the purchase of grain, besides sales of
various kinds, £215 14s. 4d. In the purchase of stock £157 13s. 3d.

175. Expenditure on the king and queen. In the sixth year, Edward, the
third after the Conquest, son of King Edward, at the Easter next
following, came to Peterborough along with his mother, Queen
Isabella, his brother, John of Eltham, earl of Cornwall, with two sisters
of the king and other earls, also three bishops, and his chancery. They
celebrated their Easter festival there and stayed continuously for
ten days.””? During this time the abbot spent £487 6s. 5d. on various
gifts, namely in cash, in jewels, and in various other gifts, aside
from a palfrey and the provision of meat, bread, wine and ale from
his stock. Charters of liberties. In the same year the abbot secured the
confirmation of several charters of liberties, which had been granted
by the king’s ancestors to the church of Peterborough, some other new
grants of liberties being added to them,?** Charter regarding the deer leap
at Biggin along with a new charter regarding a deer leap in his park
at Biggin Grange.”” He paid the king £53 13s. 4d. for these. Scotland.
In the same year he gave the king £100 for service in Scotland and
£10 as queen’s gold. This was when the king besieged the Scots in the
park at Stanhope and put them to flight.** In the purchase of grain,
aside from sales of various kinds, £140 19s. 7'4d. In the purchase of
stock £80 2s. 1d.

period in which it held the manors from the earl of Kent. He was executed on
19 March 1330.

223 Edward III acceded to the crown on 25 Jan. 1327, he was at Peterborough
from around 7 Apr. to around 16 Apr.: CPR, 1327-30, pp. 50-149, passim; CCR,
1327-30, pp. 36-113, passim. Easter Day was 12 April.

224 Two grants of confirmation granted at York on 20 and 24 June 1327: CChR,
1327-41, pp. 48-9.

225 This last was granted on 3 June 1327: CPR, 1327-1330, p. 128.

226 3-4 Aug. 1327. This puts a very positive gloss on ‘the inglorious Stanhope
Park campaign of 1327": May McKisack, The Fourteenth Century (Oxford, 1959),
p- 234.
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176. Anno septimo idem abbas soluit domino regi pro decimis
sibi concessis xlviij li. iiij s. viij d. ob. Item idem abbas eodem anno
expendidit in exenniis factis domino regi apud Undel et Stanford
commoranti xxxiiij li. vij s. iiij d.

177. De itinere Norhamtone. Eodem anno contigit quod iusticiarii
itinerantes domini regis Norhamton’ sedebant.”” Ad quam quidem
uillam idem dominus abbas, prior, et quatur monachi, cum familia
sua in crastino Omnium Sanctorum personaliter accessit, et usque
Translationem Beati Martiris cum magna familia ibidem moram
traxit, et hospicium magnum et onerosum ualde tenuit, iusticiarios et
alios nobiles quoscumque ibidem commorantes sepius conuiuandum,
libertates insuper ecclesie de Burgo de quibus prius dubium uertebatur
allocari, coram domino Galfrido le Scroup et sociis suis per diuersa
placita et onerosa fuerunt allocata. In quacumque etiam actione contra
ecclesiam de Burgo in dicto itinere mota semper obtinuit, nec in aliquo
succubuit quouismodo.

[Wh. fo. 137v] 178. Accidit quippe quod dominus Galfridus de la Mare
miles, qui tria feodo militum de dicto abbate in Makeseye et Thorleby
tenuit, anno Domini M.CCC.XXVII diem suum clausit extremum,
et sepultus est apud Burgum Sancti Petri in capella Beate Marie
iuxta antecessores suos.””® Dictus uero dominus Galfridus tenuit de
comite Herfordie uidelicet de domino Iohanne Bown in Essex terras
et tenementa per feodum militare. Predictus uero Galfridus tres
duxit uxores; ex tertia uxore, scilicet Margareta nomine, pregnante in
abbathia de Burgo Sancti Petri dimisit, et postea in eadem abbathia
ratione partus sui per aliquod tempus custodita, filium masculum
peperit; post quem amici sui fecerunt in monasterio Burgo baptizari et
Galfridum nuncupari. Et quia dominus Galfridus predictus dum vixit
duas habuit sorores, quarum una dictus Radulphus de Crombwelle
et aliam dominus Iohannes de Foleuille duxit in uxorem, qui predicte
Margarete imposuerunt quod uxor legitima dicti Galfridi non extitit,
sed concubina, ex hoc arguentes quod Galfridus puer prefatus extitit
illegitimus et de legitimo thoro nullatenus procreatus, et sic patri suo
pre[Wh. fo. 138r]dicto iure hereditario succedere non ualebat. Super
quibus dicte sorores contra dictum puerum Galfridum primo in
consistorio Lincolnie et postea in curia de arcubus causa mouebant.
Que quidem causa in dicta curia quia tres annos extitit agitata, quod
dictus dominus abbas per idem tempus quasi tutor legitimus causam
defendebat, circa cuius defensionem xl libras expendebat. Et tandem

227 The description of the eyre has been inserted in the chronicle in the
wrong abbatial year. It sat during the abbot’s ninth year, from 6 Nov. 1329
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176. In his seventh year the abbot gave the king £48 4s. 8'4d. as a tenth
granted to him. He spent £34 7s. 4d. on gifts for the king whilst he was
staying at Oundle and Stamford.

177. The eyre of Northampton. In the same year the itinerant justices
of the king sat at Northampton.””” The abbot, the prior, and four of
the monks, along with their household, came in person to the town
on the day following All Saints and stayed there until the day of
the Translation of St Thomas with a substantial household. They
frequently entertained the justices and various other nobles who were
staying there with lavish and costly hospitality. The liberties of the
church of Peterborough, which earlier had been called into question,
were confirmed after various pleadings and demands before Sir
Geoffrey Scrope and his colleagues. Every action set in motion against
the church of Peterborough in this eyre was dismissed, nor did we
yield our ground at any point.

178. Geoffrey de la Mare, knight, who held three knights’ fees of
the abbot in Maxey and Thurlby, died in the year of Our Lord 1327
and was buried at Peterborough in the Lady Chapel alongside his
ancestors.”® This Geoffrey held by military service lands and tenancies
in Essex of the earl of Hereford, John de Bohun. Now this Geoffrey
had three wives. His third wife, who was called Margaret, was
pregnant when he died and because of this she was for some while
cared for at the abbey, where she gave birth to a boy. His friends had
him baptized in the monastery at Peterborough and named Geoffrey.
Now [his father] Geoffrey, when he lived, had two sisters, one of
whom was married to Ralph Cromwell and the other to John Folville.
They claimed that Margaret was not the legitimate wife of Geoffrey
but a concubine; from which they claimed that the boy Geoffrey was
illegitimate, not being conceived from a proper union, and thus he
was not entitled to succeed his father by hereditary right. On these
grounds the two sisters brought proceedings against the boy Geoffrey
first in the consistory court of Lincoln and thereafter in the Court of
Arches. The case was argued in the latter court for three years, during
all of which time the abbot defended the action as the lawful guardian,
on which defence he spent £40. And since a certain objection was

through to the following summer: Crook, General Eyre, pp. 183-4. See Eyre of
Northamptonshire 1329-1330, pp. xxxiv (residence), 40-2 (franchises claimed),
87-100 (franchises defended). See ibid. p. Ixxiii, for a description of the
materials relating to the eyre in BL Add. MS 39758 (Martin, 5: 10).

228 He died 14 Sept. 1327 and was buried in the Lady Chapel with great
solemnity ‘iuxta maiores suos” Fraunceys Register A, no. 410.
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proposita contra dictas sorores quadam exceptione, dicte sorores
dictam causam prosequi non curabant.?*’

179. Accidit namque quod cum domina Phelippa filia domini Iohannis
comitis de Hanow, regina Anglie futura, quam dominus Rogerus
de Northburg’ episcopus Cestrie procurator domini regis Anglie ad
hoc specialiter deputatus, in partibus transmarinis desponsauerat, in
Anglia Circumcisionis Domini uenit ad Burgum,*" et in eius comitiua
comes de Herforde, que uersus dominum regem tunc Eboraci
commorantis fuisset adducta. Idemque dominus comes dicto domino
abbati in predicta dicte domine regine imposuit, quod custodia dicti
pueri, eo quod pater suus dominus Galfridus prefatus aliquas terras
in Esexia a dicto comite tenuit, ad eum perti[Wh. fo. 138v]nuit, mero
iure petens dicti pueri possessionem et restitucionem, grauas minas
incendi monasteriorum ipsius domini abbats publice inferendo.
Idemque dominus abbas crudelitatem dicti comitis, necnon alia mala
et scandala, que in presencia tante domine, si puerum detinuisset,
uerisimiliter contigisse potuisset, uolens euitare, predictum puerum
dicti comitis metu ductus liberauit, ea ratione puerum abduxit,
abbatem et monasterium de custodia dicti pueri illa uice spoliauit.!
Quem puerum idem comes ad castrum suum de Plesys duci fecit.
Postea uero durantis itinere predicto idem dominus abbas, deliberato
concilio suo iniuriam sibi et monasterio suo per predictum comitem
illatam diligenter considerans, breue contra dictum comitem, quod
puerum predictum rapuit in itinere prefato, impetrauit, et contra
predictum comitem processum fecit. Idemquoque dominus comes
considerans quod puerum predictum, virtute processus contra ipsum
inchoati, predicto domino abbati ineuitabiliter restitueret, nisi uiam
aliquam obliquam ordinaret, habito tractatu cum quodam domino
Umfrido de Waldene tunc senescallo suo, et aliis de concilio suo
falsas machinationes formare [Wh. fo. 139r] non uerentibus, querelam
iniustam contra dictum abbatem, monachos suos ac nonnullos alios
dicti abbatis familiares indictamentum fabricarent, uidelicet quod
idem abbas commonachi et familiares sue predictum castrum suum
de Plesys et parcum suum ibidem fregisse nonnullaque bona in dicto
castro inuenta asportasse, feras suas etiam in dicto parco occidisse
debuissent.*”

180. Super quibus idem dominus comes ad audiendum et
terminandum in comitatu Esexie iusticiarios, uidelicet dominum
Ricardum de Wiluby, et Iohannem de Chardeloy impetrauit, qui contra
dictum abbatem processum inchoatum primo die ad xI li. secundo

229 According to Pytchley, pp. 39-40, the two sisters were Geoffrey’s daughters by
his first wife, and the third wife was called Cecily.



Walter of Whittlesey 209

raised against these sisters, they were not able to proceed with their
case.””

179. It then transpired that Philippa, daughter of John count of
Hainault, the future queen of England, who had been betrothed
abroad in the hand of the king’s special envoy, Roger Northburgh,
bishop of Chester, came to Peterborough on the day of Our Lord’s
Circumcision.”” In her entourage was the earl of Hereford, who was
escorting her to the king who was then at York. In her presence the
earl alleged against the abbot that the custody of this boy belonged to
him, since his father Geoffrey held lands in Essex of the earl, claiming
he had clear title to the return and custody of the boy, and issuing
dire threats that he would raze the abbot’s monastery. Then the abbot,
wishing to escape from the earl’s cruelty, and the other evils and
scandals that would very likely arise should he detain the boy in the
presence of so important a lady, in fear freed the boy into the hands of
the earl. In this manner, the earl stole the boy and despoiled the abbot
and convent of his custody. The earl caused the boy to be taken to his
castle at Pleshey. While he was on his way there, the abbot, having
diligently considered with his counsel the wrong done to himself and
his monastery by the earl, procured a writ against the earl and started
proceedings against him, claiming that the boy was being stolen
from him by means of this transfer.”® The earl took the view that the
boy would inevitably be returned to the abbot in consequence of the
proceedings in motion against him, unless they could be sidetracked.
And so he discussed the matter with Humphrey of Walden, who was
his steward, and other of his counsel, and they had no compunction in
concocting a plot, inventing an indictment making false accusations
against the abbot, his monks, and several of his close associates: namely
that the abbot, his monks, and his associates had broken into his castle
at Pleshey and into his park, carrying off numerous possessions which
they had found within the castle and being prepared to kill the game
within his park.??

180. The earl arranged matters so that his case in respect of the
above should be heard and determined in the county of Essex by
the justices Richard Willoughby and John Shardlow. He demanded

230 1 Jan. 1328. Philippa, who was the daughter of William (not John), count of
Hainault, was betrothed in Nov. 1327 and married to Edward III on 24 Jan.
1328 at York.

231 The abbot instituted proceedings on 16 Feb. 1328: Reg. Boothby, 61r; further
entries regarding this case, ibid, fos. 75v-76r, 92v-93r.

232 Commissions to try charges of breaking into the castle and abducting the
ward: CPR, 1327-30, p. 558 (28 Mar. 1330).
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uero die in iiij 1i.*** eo quod non uenit in exitibus posuerunt. Tertio

uero die si non uenisset in C li. in exitibus potuisse proposuerunt. Que
cum idem abbas relatu quorumdam intellexisset, prehabito super hoc
concilio cum peritis, monasterium suum indempne cupiens preseruare
malitiis et predictis quantum potuit obuiare, assumptis secum paucis
de familia London” accessit, et athornatum, uidelicet magistrum
Iohannem Tryuet ad litigandum cum dicto comite, et alios seruientes
placitores, uidelicet Willelmum Casse [Wh. fo. 139v] et Willelmum
Scotte ibidem ordinauit, qui ad diem tertium litis apud Stratford
Attebowe accesserunt et ibidem dominum abbatem commonachos
et familiares predictos inculpabilis fore de sibi impositis coram
dictis iusticiariis asseruarunt. Tandem idem dominus abbas maliciis
ipsius domini comitis resistere non ualens, mediantibus quibusdam
amicis cum eodem comite diem sumpsit amoris, in quo post multas
altercaciones concordarunt in hunc modum, uidelicet quod idem
dominus abbas predicto comiti C li. in pecunia solueret numerata,
quam quidem pecuniam idem abbas predicto comiti ibidem persoluit,
preter quas idem abbas alias C li. circa dictum negocium expendidit et
persecucionem suam in dicto itinere penitus omisit. Postea uero idem
dominus comes rubore confusus dictum puerum predicto domino
abbati delictum suum agnoscens libere restituit. Quem quidem
puerum prefatus abbas domino Galfrido de Scrop tunc domino regis
iusticiarius meritis suis exigentibus filiam suam desponsaturam
contulit et concessit. Postmodum dictus comes languens in extremis
[Wh. fo. 140r] et ductus consciencia de iniuria abbati et monasterio suo
multipliciter illata, iniunxit executoribus suis illas predictas C libras
dicto monasterio restituere. Et restituerunt, sed non in toto.?** Itinere non
facto recedamus ulterius.

181. Itinere quoque predicto nondum finito, sed durantis, abbate
predicto negotia sua in eodem prosequente, inquisitio magna militum
et aliorum conuentus Norhampton’, speciali clamore immenso
precedentium, coram dictis iusticiariis presentarunt quod in quodam
loco, qui uocatur Uppwelle in cursu aque de Nene, que tendit uersus
Linne, obstructo quedam erat, facta in preiudicium et dampnum
populi comitatuum Norhamtone, Lincolnie, Bedefordie, Huntingdonie,
et Cantebrigie,” ad quem deobstruendum prefatus abbas cum toto
concilio suo quamplurimum nitebantur et tandem sumptibus propriis
deobsructionem predictam coram domino Galfrido le Scroup apud
Lincolnie coram militibus et francolanis patrie obtinuit per decretum,

233 There seems to be no great incentive to turn up on Day Two. This should
perhaps read ‘quater xx, i.e. 80.

234 John de Bohun, earl of Hereford, died 20 Jan. 1336, and was succeeded by his
brother, Humphrey. Pytchley, pp. 38-9, says that Humphrey gave the abbot
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damages against the abbot if he did not appear at the beginning of the
proceedings, £40 on the first day, £4 on the second day, ** and £100 on
the third day. When the abbot learned of this from certain quarters,
having taken expert advice, wishing at the same time to preserve his
monastery from damage and to head off these malicious proceedings,
he took a few members of his counsel with him to London. There he
appointed master John Trivet as his attorney and other serjeants-at-
law, namely William Casse and William Scott, to litigate with the earl.
On the third day they came to the bar at Stratford Attebow, and there
they asserted before the justices that the abbot, his monks, and his
household, were completely innocent of the charges that had been laid
against them. At length the abbot, not having the strength to resist the
knavish tricks of the earl, arranged a day of concord with him through
the mediation of some of his friends. After much toing and froing,
they came to an agreement by which the abbot would pay the earl £100
in cash. The abbot paid the earl this sum on the spot. Besides this the
abbot spent a further £100 on these proceedings, to say nothing of the
personal grief which they caused him. Thereafter the earl, overcome
with shame, freely restored the boy to the abbot, acknowledging his
fault. The abbot then gave the boy to Sir Geoffrey Scrope, the king’s
justiciar, to be betrothed to his daughter. Some time later, the earl lying
on his deathbed, having on his conscience the many injuries which he
had caused to the abbot and his monastery, enjoined his executors to
restore the aforesaid £100 to the monastery. They did restore it, though
not the whole sum.?** We will return now to the business of the eyre.

181. Whilst the above eyre was still in progress, for it had not yet
concluded and the abbot was conducting his business, following
a great outcry, a special inquest composed of numerous knights
and others convened at Northampton. They complained to the
justices that at a place called Upwell on the river Nene in its course
towards King’s Lynn an obstruction had been made to the prejudice
and damage of the people of the counties of Northamptonshire,
Lincolnshire, Bedfordshire, Huntingdonshire and Cambridgeshire.**
The abbot and his counsel laboured greatly to have it removed and
at length, at Lincoln before Geoffrey Scrope sitting with the knights
and freeholders of the region, he obtained a decree that it should

£48 in the time of Abbot Henry (1338-1353), and gave him Glaston in Rutland
for two years.

235 The case was heard early in the crown pleas of the eyre. The dam harmed
those who lived downstream of the dam but helped those who lived
upstream: the latter seem to have abandoned their interest. See Eyre of
Northamptonshire 1329-1330, 1, pp. xxxviii-xxxix (discussion), 224-9 (plea,
naming the place as Outwell).
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quod quidem decretum abbas Rameseye, Thorneye, Croyland,
et aliorum magnatum iuxta mariscum presidio [Wh. fo. 1400]
assumpto et executioni debite demandauit, locum predictum quod
Welledam nuncupatum C pedes in longitudine et L uero in latitudine
continebat, penitus deobstruendo, sic quod per locum illum solito
cursu aque adquisito, enundationis aquarum in mariscis adiacentibus
non morantur, sed citius solito euacuantur, que facta non fuissent,
nisi predictas abbas ac comonachi sui expensas ad id Ixiij li. xj s. j d.
prebuissent.

182. Summa iter Norhamtone. Memorandum quod idem dominus abbas
circa iter Norhamtone et itinera Bedefordie et Notingham nec non circa
wardam de Makesey expendidit MClxxvj li. xviij s. iiij d. Item eodem
anno expendidit circa empcionem bladorum preter uendiciones
quascumgue factas Ixxix li. xix s. vj d. In stauro empto xlvj li. xij s.

183. Anno octauo expendidit dominus abbas in exeniis domini regis
xv li. x s. In empcione bladorum preter uendiciones quascumque
factas Clxxxiij li. xv s. v d.

184. Nota de ij reginis. Anno nono dominus abbas expendidit in exeniis
missis domino regi et duabus reginis, scilicet Isabella mater domini
regis et Phelippa uxor et regina domini regis apud Broune, preter
staurum [Wh. fo. 141r] panis, uini, et seruisie et aliorum minutorum
cum donis et eorum hominibus factis xxxvj li. v s. v d.?¢ Et preter tres
palefridos precium xxx li. et x li. datis eorum hominibus diuersis pro
bonis domini in maneriis saluandis. In empcione bladorum preter
uendiciones quascumque factas CCx]j li. ij s. v d. In stauro empto Ciij
li. x s. viij d.

185. Anno decimo dominus abbas expendidit in rege et suis apud
Croylande et in mora regine apud Burgum per septem dies in donis
et iocalibus sibi et suis preter unum palefridum quem regina habuit
Cxxiiij li. v s. v d. Pretera in donis hominibus regis et regine pro bonis
abbatis in diuersis locis saluandis viij li. In empcione bladorum preter
uendiciones quascumque factas Cxciij li. vj s. j d. In stauro empto L .
xiij s. j d.

186. Anno undecimo dominus abbas expendidit in exeniis missis
domini regi et regine apud Walmisford” et Staunford’ xlij 1i.*" Et
cum uno palefrido dato comite Cestrie precium xlij li. iiij s. xj d.

236 The royal court was at Bourne 9-15 Aug. 1330: W. Mark Ormrod, Edward
III (New Haven, 2011), p. 613; the gifts are itemised in the abbot’s receiver’s
account for the ninth year, printed Obedientiary Accounts, p. 110.
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be destroyed at his own cost. The abbots of Ramsey, Thorney, and
Crowland, along with other magnates living on the borders of
the fens, associated themselves with this petition and demanded
that the decree be carried out. This structure, which was called the
Welledam, and was 100 foot long and 50 foot wide, was to be utterly
destroyed, so that there would be a normal flow of water through
that place, with no flooding of the adjacent marshes, and so the water
would drain quickly. This would not have happened had not the
abbot and his monks supplied £63 11s. 1d. towards the expenses of
the work.

182. The eyre of Northampton: total spend. It should be noted that the
abbot spent £1176 18s. 4d. on the eyre of Northampton, and the eyres
of Bedford and Nottingham, along with the wardship of Maxey. In the
same year he spent £79 19s. 6d. on the purchase of grain, besides sales
of various kinds. And in the purchase of stock £46 12s.

183. In his eighth year the abbot spent £15 10s. on gifts to the king. In
the purchase of grain, besides sales of various kinds, £183 15s. 5d.

184. The two queens. In his ninth year the abbot spent £36 5s. 5d. which
he sent as gifts to the king and to the two queens, namely Isabella, the
mother of the king, and Philippa, the wife and queen of the king, who
were staying at Bourne, aside from bread, wine, ale and other small
items supplied from his stock, as also gifts to their men.** Besides
this three palfreys, worth £30, and £10 in cash was given to certain of
their men to protect the abbot’s goods on his manors. In the purchase
of grain, besides sales of various kinds, £241 2s. 5d. In the purchase of
stock £103 10s. 8d.

185. In his tenth year the abbot spent £124 5s. 5d. in gifts and jewels
to the king and his men at Crowland, and to the queen staying at
Peterborough for seven days, aside from a palfrey which the queen
had; and besides this £8 in gifts to the men of the king and queen
in order to protect the abbot’s goods on his manors. In the purchase
of grain, besides sales of various kinds £193 6s. 1d. In the purchase of
stock £50 13s. 1d.

186. In his eleventh year the abbot spent £42 in gifts sent to the king
and the queen at Wansford and Stamford.*” He gave a palfrey to
the earl of Chester which cost £42 4s. 11d. Aside from this the abbot
gave £7 6s. 6d. to men of the king and queen to preserve the goods of

237 The king was at Stamford 12-24 Apr. 1332: CPR, 1330-34, pp. 272-9.
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Preterea dedit idem abbas hominibus regis et regine pro bonis abbatis
in diuersis locis saluandis vij li. vj s. vj d. In empcione bladorum preter
uendiciones quascumque [Wh. fo. 141v] factas CCxxxvij li. xix s. ix d.

187. Pro carta regis clarificanda. Anno duodecimo dominus Adam
abbas soluit domino regi et ministris suis pro magna carta de libertate
clarificanda Clxx li. ut patet in eadem carta, allocanda in marescallie
domini regis xj li. x s.2® Eodem anno grangia noua de Aschetone
facta fuit de sumptibus.” In empcione bladorum preter uendiciones
quascumque factas Cxxv li. xij s. j d. In stauro empto v li. xv s. iij d.

188. Anno terciodecimo dominus abbas expendidit in aduentu
domini regis et regine cum familia eorum apud Burgum?®® preter duos
palefridos datis regi et regine CCCxxvij li. xv s. et preter unam cupam
de stauro pretium xxxv li. Preterea dedit idem abbas hominibus regis
et regine pro bonis saluandis in maneriis de Burgo xvij li. x s. Eodem
anno grangia noua lapidicina apud Thorp facta fuit de sumptibus.” In
stauro empto L li. ix d.

189. Edwardus comes Cestrie apud Burgum fuit per viij ebdomodas. Anno
quartodecimo dominus Edwardus comes Cestrie primogenitus regis
Anglie cum duabus sororibus suis et famulis eorum uenit ad Burgum
Sancti Petri et ibi moram traxit per viij ebdomodas et iiij dies, uidelicet
in die proxima post festum sanctorum Geruasii et Prothasii uidelicet
ad diem ueneris proximam post festum Assumpcionis Beate Marie.
Dominus®* [Wh. fo. 142r] abbas expendit in iocalibus et donis
Summa [blank]

preter expensas suas et familie sue in diebus festis. Eodem anno fecit
cameras apud Eye cum necessariis de sumptibus xij li. x s. viij d. ob.
preter expensas in mensa. Carecta cum v equis. Eodem anno rex habuit
unam carectam cum quinque equis bonis in Scociam cum carectario et
duabus garcionibus.?! Eodem anno in mutuo regine non restituto xxvj
li. Eodem anno in mutuo magistro Iohanne de Durnam thesaurario
comitis Cestrie in recessu comitis non restituto x li. Eodem anno in
decimis concessis per clerum domino regi xxvij li. preter maneria
in boria et preter maneria conuentus. Aula regis patiebatur ruinam.
Eodem anno aula domini regis cum duabus cameris in abbathia Burgi
patiebatur ruinam.

“No space is left for this total

238 CChR, 1327-1341, pp. 274-9. The fine stated is 200 marks (£133 6s 8d). The
great charter confirmed here is that of Richard I, dated 5 Dec. 1189.
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the abbey in various places. In the purchase of grain besides sales of
various kinds £237 19s. 9d.

187. The king’s charter clarified. In his twelfth year Abbot Adam paid
the king and his officials £170 for clarifying the great charter of liberty,
as appears in that charter, along with expenses of £11 10s. in the king’s
marshalcy.”® In the year a new grange was made at Ashton costing
[blank]. In the purchase of grain besides sales of various kinds £125 12s.
1d. In the purchase of stock £55 15s. 3d.

188. In his thirteenth year, on the arrival at Peterborough of king and
queen and their household,? the abbot spent £327 15s, aside from
two palfreys given to the king and queen and a cup which we owned
worth £35. Aside from this, the abbot gave £17 10s. to men of the king
and queen to preserve goods on the manors of Peterborough. In the
same year a new stone grange was built at Longthorpe at a cost of
[blank]. In the purchase of stock £50 9d.

189. Edward earl of Chester at Peterborough for eight weeks. In the
fourteenth year Edward, earl of Chester, the eldest son of the king
of England, along with two of his sisters and their servants, came to
Peterborough and stayed there for eight weeks and four days, namely
from the day after the feast of Sts Gervase and Protase until the Friday
after the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary.*® The abbot
spent in trinkets and gifts
A total of [blank],

besides the expenses of them and their households on feast days. He
made chambers at Eye with privies at a cost of £12 10s. 8'2d., aside
from expenses at table. A cart with five horses. In the same year the king
in Scotland had a cart with five sturdy horses, with a carter and two
lads;*! £26 was lent to the queen and never repaid; and £10 was lent
to master John of Durham, the treasurer of the earl of Chester, on the
earl’s departure, and never repaid. In the same year, for the tenths
conceded by the clergy to the king of England £27, excepting the
northern manors and the manors of the convent. The king’s hall falls into
ruin. The king’s hall and two chambers in the abbey of Peterborough
fell into ruin.

239 The king was at Peterborough 21-30 Apr. 1334: CPR, 1330-34, pp. 533-40;
CCR, 1333-37, pp. 221, 310-11.

240 20 June - 18 Aug. 1335. This is the royal nursery: Edward, the Black Prince,
born 15 June 1330; Isabella, born 16 June 1332; Jeanne, born late 1333.

241 This was in the abbot’s twelfth year. The original request was made on
28 Mar. 1333; the repeated request (‘iteratum’) on 25 Apr. is in the abbot’s
register: CPR, 1330-34, p. 447, CCR, 1333-37, p. 100; Reg. Boothby, fo. 99v.
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190. Anno quintodecimo. Dominus abbas expendidit anno
quintodecimo et sextodecimo circa reparationem aule domini regis
cum duabus cameris, preter grossum meremium et preter expensas
operariorum ad mensam domini Cxxviij li. viij s. iij d. Pro renunciacione
marescalie. Idem eodem anno dictus abbas cum Iohanne filio Iohannis
Ouertone pro Ixxx marcis sibi soluendis pro renunciacione iuris feodi
cuiusdam et alterius cuiuscunque contractus suisque mareschallie
quod clamauit habere in abba[Wh. fo. 142v]thiam in aula dicti
abbatis,** ut asseruit hereditario per predictum patrem Iohannis in
predico itinere Norhamtone petito, et ipso filio suo idem ius instanter
prosequente cum auxilio domini Henrici tunc Lincolniensis episcopi
et domini Bartholomei fratris sui*** quas quidem quater uiginti marcas
sibi soluit certis temporibus sibi promissis. Idem abbas conuenit cum
Iohanne de Draitone pro reuersione de Cathewyt pro xxvj li. xiij s. iiij
d. et soluit et unam robam per annum de secta armigerorum suorum
ad terminum uite sue. Idem abbas conuenit cum domino Ricardo de
Rodeneye pro renunciacione centum solidorum annue pensionis sue
pro xxxiij li. vj s. viij d. que faciunt L marcas.

191. Anno sextodecimo dominus abbas fecit nouam grangiam lapide
tectam apud Burgbyri de sumptibus [blank] Eodem anno magnum
infortunium accidit in manerio de Wermyngton quadam tempestate
orribili ad dampnum xx li. et amplius.

192. Nota de cruce et de lingno Domini. Item dedit unam crucem
bonam argenteam et deauratam in qua imprimitur de ligno Domini.
Vestimenta. Due casule cum imaginibus brudatis, quarum una est de
rubeo ueluto dorso de purpure ueluto, et alia de tule samito. Item [Wh.
fo. 143r] una amita optima de margaritis super laminibus deauratis
confuta. Item duo panni viridis coloris de serico. Item panni Turky
admodum deauratis.

193. Libri domini Ade de Botheby.***

[1] Decretales.

[2] Sermones Iohannis de Abbeuile media pars.
[3] Missale.

[4] Breuiarium.

5] Manuale.

6] Liber cartarum.

7] Actus apostolorum et epistole canonice.

8] Gerardus super psalterium.

Summa summarum.

[
[
[
[
[

—_—

9

242 The renunciation is given in Reg. Boothby, fo. 104r, dated to the king’s ninth
year, which ended on 24 Jan. 1336.
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190. The fifteenth year. In his fifteenth and sixteenth years the abbot
spent £128 8s. 3d. on repairing the king’s hall along with the two
chambers, aside from the great timbers and aside from the expenses of
workers at the lord’s table. The renunciation of the marshalcy. In the same
year the abbot came to an agreement with John son of John Overton
by which he undertook to pay him 80 marks for the renunciation of
the fee of the marshalcy in the abbot’s hall, which he claimed, and any
other office howsoever granted to him.** These had been claimed by
right of inheritance by the father John in the eyre of Northampton, and
were now pursued by the son with the assistance of Henry, bishop of
Lincoln, and Bartholomew his brother.?** He promised to pay him the
80 marks at fixed terms. The abbot came to an agreement with John of
Drayton for the reversion of Cathwaite for £26 13s 4d; he was also to
supply him with a knight’s livery each year for the term of his life. He
came to an agreement with Richard of Rodney to forego his pension
of 100s a year in return for a payment of £33 6s. 8d, which comes to 50
marks.

191. In his sixteenth year the abbot built a new stone-roofed gange
at Boroughbury which cost [blank]. In the same year there was great
damage to the manor of Warmington, amounting to £20 and more,
because of a severe storm.

192. The wood of the Cross. He gave a fine cross of silver and gilt, into
which was inset a fragment of the Holy Cross. His vestments: Two
chasubles with embroidered images, one of which was of red velvet
with purple velvet on the back, and the other of samite. A very fine
amice with pearls set on gilt strips. Two rolls of silk cloth coloured
green. One roll of cloth of Turkey, part gilded.

193. The books of Adam of Botheby:**

[1] Decretals.

[2] The Sermons of John of Abbeville, a half [of the total].
[3] Missal.

[4] Breviary.

[6] Manual.

[6] Book of charters.

[7] The Acts of the apostles and the canonical epistles.

[8] Gerard on the psalter.

[9] Summa summarum

243 Henry Burghersh, bishop of Lincoln 1320-1340; Bartholomew Burghersh
(died 1355): CP, 2, p. 426.
244 Library, BP15, pp. 40-2.
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[10] Diurnale.
[11] Dicta Senece cum xxxvj tractatibus contentis in eodem uolumine.

194. Anno Ade abbatis duodeuicesimo incipiente et anno Domini
M.CCC. XXX VIII diem clausit extremum, uidelicet xxv die Nouembiris,
scilicet die sancte Katerine uirginis. Prelatus fuit magne religionis et
discrecionis, mitis, pacificus, benignus, caritatiuus, moribus honestus;
pacem et tranquillitatem inter fratres suos firmare studuit; habitu
simul et professione Burgi fuit monachus; pulcher et mediocris stature;
dilectus erat ad Deo et hominibus, nec mirum, qui Deum diligit,
sic ab hominibus diligitur; a rege Edwardo et ab Isabella regina, et
ab Edwardo rege et Phelippa regina, et a magnatibus terre multum
diligebatur. Cuius anime propitietur. Amen.

195. Ac quarto die mensis Decembris circa ho[Wh. fo. 143v]ram diei
tertiam, priore et conuentu in albis reuestitis a camera sua in qua
medio tempore iacuit usque ad monasterium prout decuit deportatus;
in crastino uidelicet die sabbati hoc est nonis ipsius mensis honorifice
traditus est sepulture, abbate de Rameseye exequias cum missa
celebrante ac clero et populo sermonem faciente.

196. Et notandum quod statim post mortem eiusdem abbatis, sigilla
ipsius fracta, in capitulo ordinati fuerunt per priorem et conuentum
duos fratres \\R. de Offord, T. de Croiland// ad nunciandum domino
regi mortem ipsius abbatis et petendum ab ipso licentiam eligendi
pastorem Deo et ecclesie ydoneum et regie maiestati acceptum. Et
quia dominus rex fuit tunc temporis cum suo exercitu in partibus
transmarinis, deliberato consilio, prior et conuentus direxerunt literas
suas per predictos duos fratres propter dubium euentum, unam
uidelicet domino regi, alteram filio suo duci Cornubie et custodi
Anglie** et terciam episcopo Londoniensis tunc cancellario domini
regis. Ac predicti fratres de consilio sapientum predicto duci et custodi
Anglie negotia exposuerunt, et ab eo licenciam eligendi optinentes,
litteras ipsius ducis cancellario predicto reportauerunt. Et sic de
cancellario litteram patentem magna sigillo domini regis consignatam
lifWh. fo. 144r]centiam pastorem eligendi plenius continente habentes,
apud Burgum ante diem sepulture predicti abbatis, expedito sic
negotio, redierunt.*

197. Expense circa funeralia sunt hec, uidelicet:

In cera CC et dim. De frumento pro distributionibus pauperum xlv qr;

245 Petition for licence to elect, from Prior Richard and the convent of
Peterborough, dated 26 Nov. 1338: TNA, SC 1/42/97.



Walter of Whittlesey 219

[10] Diurnal.
[11] The proverbs of Seneca, with 36 tracts in the same volume.

194. Abbot Adam died at the beginning of the eighteenth year of his
abbacy, on 25 November 1338, which was the feast of St Katharine the
virgin. He was a prelate of great distinction, strong in his religious
faith, gentle, peaceable, good-natured and charitable, irreproachable
in his way of life. He took care to strengthen peace and harmony
amongst his brethren. A handsome man of middling height, he had
been a monk of Peterborough, having been clothed and professed
there. He was beloved of both God and men: since he loved God it
was not surprising that he was loved by men. He was greatly loved by
King Edward [II] and Queen Isabella, by King Edward [III] and Queen
Philippa, and by the great men of the land. May his soul be granted
mercy. Amen.

195. On 4 December, around the third hour, he was carried from his
chamber, where he had lain during the intervening period, by the
prior and convent vested in albs, to the monastery, as was proper. On
the following day, the fifth of the month, which was a Saturday, he
was honourably buried. The abbot of Ramsey celebrated the funeral
mass and preached to the clergy and people.

196. It should be noted that immediately after the abbot’s death, his
seal having been broken, it was ordained by the prior and convent in
chapter that two monks, Richard of Ufford and Thomas of Crowland,
should be sent to report the abbot’s death to the king and to obtain
from him licence to elect a pastor fitting for God and the church and
acceptable to the king’s majesty. And since the king was at this time
with his army overseas, the prior and convent after discussion and
in order to cover all eventualities, sent letters via the two brothers,
the first to the king, the second to his son the duke of Cornwall,
guardian of England,** and the third to the bishop of London, who
was the royal chancellor. Then the two brothers, wise in their counsel,
set out their business before the duke and guardian of England, and
having obtained licence to elect from him they took his letters to the
chancellor. They then returned to Peterborough, having expedited
their business, before the day of the abbot’s burial, bringing from the
chancellor a letter patent bearing the great seal of the king, which gave
full rights to elect a new pastor.?*

197. The expenses of the funeral were as follows:
In wax 250 [? candles]. In wheat for distribution to the poor 45

246 Licence granted 26 Nov. 1338, by letter of the Keeper: CPR, 1338—40, p. 169.
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de allec” pro eisdem M, cuilibet pauperum vj. Item in pane pro festo
die sepulture xx qr. frumenti, et pro ceruisia eodem xI qr. brasii. In
uino unum dolium et una pipa. In allec’ pro expensis diei sepulture
viijMD. De lupis aquaticis grossis C. De codling’ xij sem. De haddoke
j sem. De sparling j sem. De salmon’ xxiiij. De miluell’ Cxx. De dogge
droue®” C. De plaise x sem. De congris j. De wilkis v sek. De grossis
anguillis v estik. De minutis anguillis Ixx estik. De sturgeon j bareile.
De linea tela pro nappis mensarum et pro naperouns CC ulne. De
platellis et discis garnitis MCCCC. De trowes xij boll. iiij. De ciphis
de ligno pro uino et ceruisia [blank]. In ollis luteis pro uino et ceruisia
CCC. De corbell” v.

De Henrico de Morcote electo et in abbate confirmato.

198. Dicendum est de Henrico de Morcote. Die dominica proxima
sequenti prior cum pluribus de conuentu sapientoribus, et eorum
consilio assistentibus eisdem militibus ecclesiasticis iuris peritis, [Wh.
fo. 144v] in capella eiusdem prioris tractauit cum eisdem diligenter
de agendis in negocio tam arduo et maxime de electione pastoris
fururi, quoad hoc quod ecclesia non potuit solacia pastoris carere
absque discrimine maximo et periculo quodammodo ineuitabili. Et
etiam qualiter posset eiutare manus escaetoris domini regis, uidelicet
domini Wilelmi Trussel militis, et pro celeri expeditione consilio plene
deliberato, statuit diem electionis sexto idus Decembris, uidelicet diem
Concepcionis sancte Marie. In cuius adiutorio spem suam potissime
ponens, electionem illo die fieri in capitulo comuniter decreuit,
precipiens absentes si qui essent interim prout iuris est et moris fore
uocandos.

199. Quo die adueniente celebrato summo mane solenniter ad
magnum altare missa de Sancto Spiritu, et fratribus particulariter
celebrantibus missis, postea pulsata campana ut moris est capitulum
fratres intrauerunt, egrotis et debilibus solummodo exceptis, et
inuocata gracia Spiritus Sancti, Veni creator Spiritus, cum nota deuote
cantato, placuit omnibus et singulis per uiam compromissi, mediam
uiam cum beatis acceptantes ad electionem procedere; et sic per
illam uiam fratres compromissarii potestate eis tradita a capitulo,
fratrem Henricum de Morcote uirum discretum in spiritualibus
et prouidum in temporalibus circa horam ipsius diei sextam, [Wh.
fo. 145r] post eorum tractatum in capella sancti Laurencii habitum
ad capitulum redeuntes, unus de compromissoriis electionem uice
sua et uice compromissoriorum suorum ac omnium et singulorum
de capitulo, consensu egrotorum et debilium primitus requisito et
eorum consensu habito, dominicam electionem presentibus omnibus
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quarters; in herrings for the same 1000, for each pauper 6. For bread
for the feast on the day of the burial 20 quarters of wheat; and for
ale for the same 40 quarters of malt. In wine one tun and one pipe.
In herrings expended on the day of burial 8500. In large pike 100. In
codling 12 horse-loads. In haddock 1 horse-load. In smelt 1 horse-load.
In salmon 24. In cod 120. In dogge drove?” 100. In plaice 10 horse-
loads. In conger-eels 1. In whelks 5 sacks. In large eels 5 stick. In small
eels 70 stick. In sturgeon 1 barrel. In linen for napkins and table-cloths
200 ells. In plates and dishes 1400 settings. In bowls, four trays of 12.
In wooden cups for wine and ale [blank]. In earthenware pots for wine
and ale 300. In baskets 5.

The election and confirmation of Abbot Henry of Morcott.

198. We now turn to Henry of Morcott. On the Sunday next following,
the prior with several of the wiser of the monks, met in the prior’s
chapel to discuss thoroughly with their counsel, knights who were
experienced in church law, how to proceed in this difficult business,
and especially concerning the election of a future pastor. For the
church could not be lacking in the care of a pastor without great hazard
and without assuredly coming to some harm. And so they discussed
how they might escape from the hands of the king’s escheator, Sir
William Trussel. To speed matters up, after full discussion, they fixed
the day of the election as 8 December, the day of the Conception of
Our Lady. Placing their hope most especially in her aid, they decreed
that the election should be held on that day in the chapter-house. In
the meantime they summoned back any who were absent, as was
required by law and as was the custom.

199. When that day arrived, at first light, a mass of the Holy Spirit was
celebrated with solemnity at the high altar, and the brethren celebrated
their own masses. Then the bells were rung, as was the custom, and
all the brothers — save only the sick and the infirm — entered the
chapter-house and invoked the aid of the Holy Spirit, singing Veni
Creator Spiritus in a devout manner. It pleased each and everyone to
proceed to an election by way of compromission, adopting the middle
way favoured by holy men. Following this procedure, the electors left
the chapter-house and deliberated in the chapel of St Lawrence. At
around the sixth hour, they elected brother Henry of Morcott, a man
wise in religion and provident in worldly affairs. They then returned
to the chapter-house and one of the electors, on behalf of himself
and the others and all members of the chapter, solemnly pronounced
this lord’s election in the presence of all. The consent of the sick and

247 Some kind of deep-sea fish: The Priory of Finchale, ed. J. Raine (Surtees Society
6, 1837), pp. cccexxvi-cceexxvii.
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sollenniter pupplicauit. Et mox, Te Deum laudamus incipientes, dictum
electum in humeris et brachiis usque ad magnum altare cum iubilo
portauerunt, et dicta oratione a priore usque ad pulpitum perduxerunt,
ubi prior populo sicut moris est electionem de ipso factam in continenti
pupplicauit. Et sic ad hosteleriam perductus est electus ad prandium,
et tanquam hospes ibidem pernoctauit.

200. Gelu fortissimo. Et die mercurii**® ordinatis secum per priorem
duobus fratribus, uno clerico, pro expensis coquine tribus ualectis
tantum, summo mane uersus Londoniis iter arripuit, et eodem die
apud Huntingdon’ pernoctauit, nec maiorem dietam facere potuit
propter gelu fortissimum, quod durauit fere per undecim septimanas
sequentes. Die ueneris cero uenit London’ et die sabbati sequenti,
uidelicet ij idus Decembris, apud Westmonasterium coram cancellario
domini regis,*’ thesaurario eiusdem,” domino Nicolao de la Beche,
magistro ducis [Wh. fo. 145v] Cornubie custode Anglie,”! domino
Willelmo de Mundene gerulo sigilli priuati ducis predicti,®* uicem
domini regis ipso in remotis agente representantibus, per litteram
prioris et conuentus sigillo capituli consignatam, eisdem in quadam
parua camera iuxta scaccarium cum aliis de consilio domino regis
existentibus exhibitam, persona ipsius electi graciose est acceptata,
quia dominus rex tunc temporis cum suis apud Andwarp in Brabantia
morabatur, et dux Cornubie apud Byflet. Et sic cancellario certificata
per litteram ducis de fauorabili acceptacione persone ipsius scripsit
cancellarius uicario generali episcopi Lincolniensis ut ipse quod suum
foret exequeretur.>

201. Verum quia zelantes comodum monasterii uehementer timebant
pericula eminencia propter diutinam uacationem ecclesie uerisimiliter
opinatam, et maxime incidere in manus escaetoris, et optimo consilio
ducti fecerunt finem cum domino rege, coram uidelicet cancellario,
thesaurario et aliis de consilio uicem ipsius regis gerentibus, apud
Nouum Templum die lune sequenti uidelicet xix kalendas Ianuarii
pro uacacione dicti monasterii, uidelicet a predicto die lune usque
ad festum Purificacionis Beate Marie pro ducentis libris auro [Wh.
fo. 146r] domine regine excepta.” Rex resceruauit sibi aduocaciones

248 9 Dec. 1338.

249 Richard Bintworth, bishop of London (+1339).

250 Robert Wodehouse, archdeacon of Richmond (11346).

251 Sir Nicholas Beche, knight of the household, constable of the Tower of
London. This would appear to be the only evidence that he had charge of
Edward, the Black Prince, born 15 June 1330, created duke of Cornwall 9 Feb.
1337, first appointed Guardian of England in July 1338.
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the infirm had previously been asked for and obtained. Next they
commenced singing Te Deum Laudamus and carried the elect with
great joy on their arms and shoulders to the high altar, and thence,
after an oration from the prior, to the pulpitum, where the prior as
was the custom forthwith announced his election to the people. From
there the elect was led to the guest-house, where he dined and stayed
overnight as it were as a guest.

200. Severe frost. On the Wednesday,**® he set off first thing for
London, the prior having appointed to go with him two of the monks
and one clerk, with living expenses simply for three servants. They
stayed that night at Huntingdon, since they could not make a longer
day’s journey because of the severe frost, which lasted for almost
eleven weeks thereafter. On the Friday evening they reached London
and on the following day, Saturday 12 December, they appeared at
Westminster, in a small room next to the exchequer, before the king’s
chancellor,® the king’s treasurer,” Sir Nicholas Beche, master of the
duke of Cornwall, the Guardian of England,”! and William Munden,
the controller of the privy seal of the duke,®* who acted for the king,
who had business in distant parts. They bore a letter from the prior
and convent bearing the convent seal, which they showed to these
men and other of the counsel of the king, who received the person
of the elect with courtesy. The king was at this time with his men at
Antwerp in Brabant and the duke of Cornwall was at Byfleet. And
so the chancellor, having been notified by a letter from the duke of
the gracious acceptance of this man, wrote to the vicar general of the
bishop of Lincoln that he should carry out the duty of his office.”

201. It was a matter of fact that those anxious for the good of the
monastery were in great fear of the enormous peril which would be
caused by a prolonged vacancy in the church, most especially should
it fall into the hands of the escheator. For this reason, and only after
very careful deliberation, they made fine with the king, namely before
the chancellor and the treasurer and others of the council who then
acted for the king, at the New Temple on the Monday following, 14
December, in respect of the vacancy in the monastery from that day
until the feast of the Purification of Our Lady, for the sum of £200, not
including the queen’s gold.>* The king reserves the advowsons of churches.
It should be noted that this fine covered the whole monastery of
Peterborough, the manors of the convent as well as those of the abbot,

252 William Munden, a royal clerk, is described as controller of the household of
the duke of Cornwall: CPR, 1334-38, pp. 447, 574.

253 Issued 12 Dec. at Byfleet, by order of the Guardian: CPR, 1338—40, p. 164.

254 CFR, 5, 13371347, p. 110.
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ecclesiarum. Et notandum quod finis iste factus fuit pro tota abbathia
Burgi tam pro maneriis conuentus quam abbatis, sed dominus rex
sibi reseruauit feodo militum et aduocationes ecclesiarum medio
tempore. Et scripsit cancellarius per breuia regia sub data die finis
facti escaetori et subescaetoribus cuiuscumque comitatus in quibus
maneria abbathie et obedienciariorum existebant, quod ipsi in nullo
se intromitterent, nisi tamem de reseruatis domino regi ut predicitur.
Plura tamen mala fecerunt medio tempore priusquam predicta breuia
ad eos peruenerunt, quamuis cum festinacione diligente per diuersos
quesiti.

202. Et sic expeditus rediit uersus partes Burgi sicut potuit per dietas.
Et quia [non] potuit in maneriis abbathie ante confirmationem suam
morari, petita licencia ab abbate de Thorneye et obtenta, ad manerium
de Stangrund declinauit, uidelicet die sancti Thome apostoli, et ibidem
moram traxit usque ad dominicam proximam post festum Epiphanie
uidelicet tercio nonas lanuarii.*®

203. Interim quia dies sollennes fuerunt et non iuridici, ex commissione
magistri Simonis de Islepe uicarii generalis episcopi Lincolniensis,
ipso in remotis agente, facta fuit proclamacio per decanos de Burgo
et de Iakele in monasterio Burgi puplice et palam coram multis [Wh.
fo. 146v] astantibus, ut si qui uellent opponere se contra electum,
obiciendo aliquid contra personam suam uel electionis formam die
lune ij kalendas Ianuarii in ecclesia sancti Iacobi de Thrapstone pro
termino peremptorie, coram uicario comparerent.”* Ad quam diem
electus ibidem comparuit coram domino commissario petendo
confirmacionem electionis de se facte per procuratorem a priore et
conuentu sufficiens constitutum. Et facta diutina disputacione et
altercacione super forma ipsius electionis, et quia dies breues, usque
ad diem martis immediate sequentem dictus uicarius negocium
prorogans, quo die quia nulli oppositores comparuerunt quamuis
alta uoce preconis primo, secundo, terio uocati. Nec audebant
comparere quia forestarii et multi alii cum arcubus et sagittis, balistis
et quarellis, gladiis et fustibus pontem et uillam de Thrapstone
circumuallabant. Et sic uia preclusa eisdem de cetero quicquam
opponendi, processu electionis per uicarium predictum diligenter et
exquisite rimato, electionem factam per multas questiones et uaria
argumenta quassata et irritata fuit electio, circa horam illius diei
nonam per predictum magistrum Simonem ex mero motu et speciali

255 iij nonas should read iij idus lanuarii.
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but the king reserved to himself the knights’ fees and advowsons of
churches during that period. The chancellor sent royal writs dated
on the day that the fine was made to the escheators and the sub-
escheators in each county where there were manors of the abbot and
of the obedientiaries, requiring that they should in no respect enter
into them, save in matters reserved to the king as above specified.
Many evils were done in the meantime before these writs reached
them, even though the various men responsible delivered them with
due expedition.

202. When all this had been done the elect returned towards the region
of Peterborough as best he could in daily stages. And since he could
not stay on the abbot’s manors before his confirmation, he asked for
and obtained permission from the abbot of Thorney to make for the
manor of Stanground, and there he stayed from the day of St Thomas
the apostle until the Sunday after the feast of the Epiphany, which was
11 January.®®

203. In the intervening period, since these were days of solemnity
and not law days, by commission of master Simon of Islip, vicar
general of the bishop of Lincoln (who was then absent from the
diocese), a proclamation was made publicly and in the monastery at
Peterborough, by the deans of Peterborough and Yaxley, with many
witnesses, that anyone who wished to oppose the elect, objecting
either to his personal suitability or to the method of his election, should
appear before the vicar general on Monday 12 January in the church
of St James at Thrapston, where the matter would be determined.*®
On that day the elect appeared before the commissioner seeking
confirmation of his election, the procuration of the prior and convent
being sufficient mandate for it. There was a lengthy and acrimonious
debate about the form of the election, and since these were short days,
the vicar general prorogued the business until the next day, which
was Tuesday. On this day no opponents appeared, even though a
loud summons was made a first, second and third time. Nor did they
dare appear, since the foresters and many others had surrounded the
bridge and the township of Thrapston, armed with bows and arrows,
crossbows and bolts, and swords and cudgels. And thus the road was
blocked to any who might wish to appeal. The process of the election
was carefully and thoroughly scrutinised by the vicar general, and
because of the many points at issue and a variety of arguments the
election was quashed and declared invalid. Then around the ninth
hour of the same day master Simon gave and solemnly confirmed the

256 ij kalendas should read ij idus Ianuarii.
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affectione erga [Wh. fo. 147r] ecclesiam Burgi Sancti Petri dedit et
solenniter confirmauit.”’

204. Cuius facti litteras suas patentes idem uicarius duci Cornubie
tunc custodi Anglie absque more dispendio destinauit. Littera eciam
ab eodem concessa cuique episcopo catholico electo confirmato
benedictionem conferendi infra diocesis Lincolnie uel extra, et die
sequenti, uidelicet idus Ianuarii uersus London” cum festinacione qua
potuit iter arripuit. Et ibidem die ueneris licet dificulter peruenit hora
uesperarum, et in die proxima sequenti porrecta littera confirmacionis
sue coram domino cancellario et aliis de consilio regis fidelitatem
suam fecit. Et statim priusquam pontem prope Westmonasterium
ascenderet, accessit quidam cum breue domini regis continente
ducentas libras pro fine uacacionis iam facto domino Iohanni de
Molins assignatas, et sine more dispendio eidem soluendas,”® et sic
necessitate coactus ineuitabile incidit in manus mercatorum uidelicet
societatis Longobardorum, non absque graui iactura pro dicta pecunia
ab eisdem ad tempus mutuata.

205. Et die dominica sequenti uidelicet xv kalendas Februarii ab
episcopo Londoniensis tunc cancellario domini regis in capella hospicii
domini Eliencis episcopi supra Holburne, auctoritate litterarum uicarii
generalis domini Lincolniensis episcopi, benedictionem suam [Wh.
fo. 147v] cum magna sollennitate consecutus est. Et consequenter
cancellarius scripsit sub data die fidelitatis facte litteris patentibus
sub magno sigillo priori et conuentui de Burgo, quod eidem tanquam
abbati suo de cetero obedirent, militibus, francolanis, et aliis
tenentibus suis quibuscunque iuxta gradus et condiciones eorundem,
facerent ei quod facere deberent, et domino Willelmo Trussel escatori
citra Trentam, quod manus suas a reseruatis per dominum regem
subtraheret indilate.”” Nec potuit dictas literas optinere de cancellario
priusquam soluisset centum solidos pro feodo camerarii domini regis,
clerico suo ibidem existenti, preter alia feodo electorum, nec inde
acquietantiam habere potuit quouismodo.

206. Et sic negociis expeditis uersus manerium suum de Eye item
arripuit, et die sabbati proxima sequenti ad prandium peruenit ibidem,
ubi per quindenam continue morabatur usque ad vij idus Februarii,

257 The bishop’s register gives dates of 11 Jan. for the election being quashed
‘on account of irregularity” and 12 Jan. 1339 for his appointment by the vicar
general: Reg. Burghersh, 2, no. 1601.

258 The king’s letter was dated 11 Jan. and the assignment to John Moleyns
15 Jan. 1339: CCR, 1337-39, pp. 598, 603. The episode is considered, but the
Peterborough evidence not cited, by E. B. Fryde, “The Dismissal of Robert de
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election, spontaneously and out of special affection for the church of
Peterborough.?”

204. When he had done this, the vicar general without delay sent
his letters patent to the duke of Cornwall, the Guardian of England.
Another letter which he wrote granted authority to bless the elect
to any bishop of the Catholic church, either within the diocese of
Lincoln or outside. The following day, that is 13 January, the elect set
off to London with as much speed as he could muster. He arrived
there, after much effort, on the Friday in the early evening. On the
following day, he produced his letters of confirmation before the
chancellor and others of the king’s council and swore an oath of fealty.
Immediately thereafter, before he had started to ascend the causeway
near Westminster, he was approached by someone carrying a letter of
the king in respect of the vacancy fine of £200, which had straightway
been assigned to Sir John Moleyns, the sum to be paid to him without
delay.”® And so by sheer necessity he was driven into the hands of
merchants, that is the Lombard houses, for a loan of this sum, with
severe terms being imposed on him for its repayment.

205. On the following Sunday, that is 18 January, on the authority of
the letters of the vicar general of the bishop of Lincoln, he was blessed
with great solemnity by the bishop of London, the royal chancellor, in
the chapel of the residence of the bishop of Ely on Holborn. Following
this the chancellor sent letters patent under the great seal, bearing
the date on which fealty had been sworn: to the prior and convent of
Peterborough, that they should henceforth obey him as their abbot; to
the knights, freemen, and his other tenants, that they should perform
their rightful service, according to their different rank and condition;
and to William Trussel, escheator this side of Trent, that he should
remove his hand entirely from whatever had been reserved by the
king.”* These letters could not be procured from the chancellor until
100s. had been paid as the fee of the king’s chamberlain, since his clerk
was present, along with other electoral fees. There was no way they
could get out of paying these.

206. Once all this business had been completed, the abbot set off
towards his manor of Eye, where he arrived on the Saturday following
at supper time. He stayed there continuously for a fortnight, until
7 February, on which day he came to the monastery of Peterborough,

Wodehouse from the Office of Treasurer, December 1338, EHR 67 (1952), pp.
74-8.

259 Mandate to restore the temporalities, fealty having been sworn, dated 16 Jan.
1339: CPR, 133840, p. 175.
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quo die accessit ad monasterium Burgi, et ibidem per commissarios
officiales archidiaconi Norhamptone, assistentibus sibi militis, clericis,
et aliis amicis quampluribus, ad hoc secreti premunitis, honorifice fuit
installatus, onerosa multitudine nullatenus occurente.
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where he was ceremonially installed by the officials commissioned by
the archdeacon of Northampton, in the presence of his knights, clerks,
and many other friends, who had been given private notice of the
event. Even so a burdensome crowd descended on us.
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inquisition held at, 97
rector of, 38

Barnack, Gilbert of, his heirs, 77
W. of, 101
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Barnwell, 48
Bassingbourn, Humphrey of, 101,
125
Nicholas of, 101
Warin of, 125, 127, 131
Beauchamp, John de, 131
Beaulieu-leés-Dinant, Pas-de-Calais,
abbey, 139
Beche, Sir Nicholas, 222-3
Bedford, eyre of (1330-31), 38, 213
Bedfordshire, 25, 211
Bek, Anthony, bishop of Durham,
193
Bell, Alexander, 54
Bello, Robert de, 105
Belsize (Belasis, Belasise), in
Castor, abbey grange, 85, 91,
95,101, 111
Benefield (Benefeld, Benifeld), 85,
125
castellan, 129
castle, 125
Biggin, (la Biginge and many
variants, Novum Locum),
abbey manor, 15, 27, 31, 74-5,
85, 105, 125, 127, 147, 157, 159,
161, 171, 205
Bintworth, Richard, bishop of
London, 219, 222-3
Bohun, Humphrey de, earl of
Hereford, 210-11
John de, earl of Hereford, 38,
207-11
Borough Fen, 37, 38, 159, 165,
199
Boroughbury (Burbyri, Burgbiri,
Burgbyri), abbey home farm,
33, 34, 36, 103, 139, 159, 165, 171,
173, 217
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bailiff of, Alfred, granted
corrody, 137
Boston (Sanctum Botulphum),
Lincs, 28, 36, 135, 177
abbey lodgings, 177
Bourne (Broune, Brunne), Lincs,
40, 213
Bourne, abbot of, Robert of Haceby,
121
Bowyer, William (d. 1737), printer,
53
William (d. 1777), printer, 53
Boys, Roger de, of Woodford,
173
Bradwell (Bradewelle), Bucks,
196-7
Bridges, John, 51, 52, 56
Bringhurst, William de, 137
Brondiscroft, in Scotter, 173
Brooke, Christopher, 6
Buckden (Bokedene), Hunts, 193
Bulton, Thomas of, 133
Burgh see Peterborough
Burghersh, Bartholomew, 217
Burghley, William of, 15
Burgundy, France, 99
Burton-on-Trent (Burtone), Staffs,
bridge, 197
Bury St Edmunds, Suff, abbey, 130,
135
Byfleet (Byflet), Surrey, 223

Caen, Calvados, 17
Cahors, Lot, merchants, 141
Cambridgeshire, 211
Camoys, Ralph, 31
Canterbury, Kent, province of, 197,
201
Canterbury, archbishops
Laud, 1
Ralph d’Escures, 4
Richard of Dover, 42
Robert Winchelsey, 163
Thomas Becket, St, 9, 15, 65, 67,
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71, 95; relics see Peterborough,
abbey church
Walter Reynolds, 169
William of Corbeil, 4
Canterbury, 133
Christ Church cathedral priory,
1,49, 65
cardinals see Eauze, Gaucelin de;
Fieschi, Luca; Somercotes,
Robert of
Carlton (Carleton), 23, 109
Carton (Garton), hamlet in
Peterborough, 163, 165
Casse, William, 211
Castor (Castre), abbey manor 13,
28,77, 89,91, 95, 103, 111, 119,
121, 131, 139, 157, 167, 169, 173,
175
church, 99
rector, 20 and see Ashfordby, John
of; Aslackby, John of
Castor, Bernard of, 147
Thorold of, 69, 101
William son of Thorold, 111
Cathwaite, in Paston, 77, 217
Chacombe, 148
Chester, bishops see Coventry and
Lichfield, bishops
Chester, earl of see Edward, the
Black Prince
Chesterton, Adam, mother of,
granted corrody, 137
Chichester, bishop of see Neville,
Ralph de
Childholm, wood, in Eye, 161
Churchfield, in Oundle, tolls, 47
Clapton (Clopton, Cloptune), 69
church, 85
rector see Aldwincle, Henry of
Clapton, William of, 69
Clare, Gilbert de, earl of
Gloucester, 28, 31, 128-9, 131,
147-9
Clare, John, 34
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Claver, John, 38
Collingham (Colingham), Notts,
abbey manor, 24, 27, 85, 105,
113, 115, 131, 139, 159, 171, 175
chapel, 103, 171
Cornwall, earl of see Eltham, John
of
corrodies, detailed see Lutton,
John son of Gregory of; noted
see Boroughbury, Alfred,
bailiff of; Chesterton, mother
of Adam of; Idonea; Richard le
Suon; Wormeley, Isoude de
Cottingham (Cotingeam,
Cotingham), abbey manor, 23,
85, 105, 107, 161
chapel, 109
Coventry and Lichfield, bishops
see Langton, Walter;
Northburgh, Roger
Cranemore, meadow, in Eye, 161
crockards, imitation sterling coins,
157
Cromwell, Oliver, 10, 51
Ralph, 207
Crowland (Croilande, Croyland,
Croylande), Lincs, abbey, 106-7,
203
abbot, 79, 85, 135
Henry of Casewick, 213
Ralph Merk, 121, 151
prior, Robert, 20
Crowland, 34, 213
mill, 151
Crowland, Richard of, 34
Cufwick (Cufwik, Cufwic), in
Castor, mill, 89

Dacus, William, 69

Dam, le, in Peterborough, 173

Danethorpe (Dornithorp), in
Collingham, 159, 175

Davenport, George, 57

Deeping, Lincs, 3
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Deganwy, scutage of (1245), 103
Derby, earl of see Ferrers, William
de
Despenser, Hugh (d. 1265), 131
Hugh, the elder (d. 1326), 39
Hugh, the younger (d. 1326), 33,
39,193, 201
Dibdin, Thomas, 55
Dogsthorpe (Dodisthorp), hamlet
in Peterborough, 163, 165
Dover, Kent, castle, 129
Drayton, John of, 217
Durham, 189
bishop of see Bek, Anthony
Durham, John of, 215

Eastfield (Estfeld), hamlet in
Peterborough, 165

Easton see Great Easton

Eastwood, in Peterborough, 85

Eauze, Gaucelin de, cardinal, 189

Edgar, king, 30

Edmund of Woodstock, earl of
Kent, 203-205

Edward the Confessor, St, king, 30

Edward I, king, 4, 32, 152, 157, 161,
163, 185

as prince, 25, 103, 123-33
Edward II, king, 33, 39, 183, 211
as prince, 185-7

Edward I1I, king, 39, 205, 209,
213-15

Edward, the Black Prince, duke of
Cornwall, 213, 215, 219, 222-3,
227

Eleanor of Provence, queen, 25, 103

Eleanor, dau. of Edward I, 188-9

Eleanor, dau. of Edward II, 205

Eltham, John of, earl of Cornwall,
39, 205

Ely, bishop of see Longchamp,
William de

Essex, 207

Estriz, in Castor, 157
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Eugenius III, pope, 10

Evesham, Worcs, battle of (1265),
28, 125, 131, 133

Ewell, Richard of, 46, 131

Exeter, bishop of, 99

Eye (Heye), abbey manor, 23, 33, 34,
36, 150, 159, 161, 163, 165, 167,
169-71, 173-5, 197, 203, 215, 227
and see Eyebury

Eye, Benedict of, 34

Eyebury (Eyebiri), 33, 34, 103-5, 157,
159 and see Eye

monk guardian, 171

Fanecurt, Gerard de, 131

Felmersham, Beds, 193

Ferrers, William de, earl of Derby,
85

Fieschi, Luca, cardinal, 156, 189-91

Finchingfield, Walter of, 171

Fingest (Tinghirst), Bucks, 97

Finset, ‘the hundred in the fen’,
134-5, 151

Fiskerton (Fiskertune, Fiskirton),
Lincs,15, 17, 19, 28, 69, 79, 92,
105, 131, 139, 159, 165, 171,
175

wood, 137

Fiskerton, master Lambert of, 146

fitz John, John, 129

fitz Stephen, William, 54

Fleming, Robert, 115

Fletton (Flettun), Hunts, 16, 18, 69,
75,79, 89, 161

Florence, merchants, 117

Folville, John, 207

Fotheringhay (Fodringeye), castle,
51

castellan, 131

Frederick II. emperor, 99

Frindshaw, in Benefield, wood, 69

Fulham, Robert of, 25, 46, 47, 119

Gaddesden, Herts, 152
Gant, Gilbert de, 20
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Gargate, Robert, 73

Garton see Carton

Gaveston, Piers, 32, 33, 62, 185-7

Geoffrey of Monmouth, 13

Germany, 73

king of see Richard of Cornwall

Gernon, William, 77

Gibbewin, Geoffrey, abbey
steward, 16, 17, 79

Giles, John Allen, 58

Giles le Rous, archdeacon of
Northampton, 121

Gimiges, fee, 163, 165

William, 91

Glapthorn (Clappetorn), 99

Glaston, Rut, 211

Glastonbury, Som, 153

Glinton (Glintun), abbey manor,
103, 139, 175, 201

Gloucester, 197

Gloucester, earl of see Clare, Gilbert
de

Gokewell (Goucwelle), Lincs,
nunnery, 95

Gosbeck, Roger of, 42, 47, 107

Gosberton (Gosberkirk,
Gosberkirke, Gosberchirche,
Goseberkirke), Lincs, 73, 79,
89, 111

Grantham, Lincs, 26

Great Easton (Estun, Eston), Leics,
abbey manor, 105

Great European Famine of
1315-1322, 36

Gregory IX, pope, 22, 99

Gunthorpe (Gonethorp,
Gounthorp), 145, 153, 161

Gunton, Simon, 9, 50, 51, 57

Hainault, William count of, 209

Halebode (Alebode), in Fiskerton,
15, 69, 77

Halliday, Timothy, 47

Harley, Edward, 2nd earl of
Oxford, his library, 53
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Hastings, Henry of, 129
Hawelund (Hawelound), in Paston,
wood, 145
Hayward, John, 189
Hearne, Thomas, 55
Hedon, Gerald of, 129
Helpston, Roger of, 101
Hemington, Richard of, 4
Richard of, justice, 123
Henry I, king, 1, 4, 74
Henry II, king, 2, 30, 43, 67, 74, 75
Henry III, king, 15, 21, 24, 30, 42, 97,
98, 101, 119, 121, 123-33
Henry VIII, king, 51, 58
Henry the clerk, 91
Hereford, bishop of see
Aigueblanche, Peter de
Hereford, earls of see Bohun
Hergnies (Herningisham), Nord,
139
Higham Ferrers (Hicham,
Heyham), hundred court, 85
Higham, Jack, canon of
Peterborough, 50
Holderness, Lincs, 94-5
Holland (Hoylande, Hoylonde),
Lincs, marsh, 97
Holm, marsh, 177
Hotot, family, 23
Richard, 106
Thomas, 69
Howden, Roger of, 9, 52
Hugh de Turri, 46, 131
Huntingdon, 43, 223
Huntingdon, Henry archdeacon
of, 13
Huntingdonshire, 211

Idonea, granted corrody, 181

Innocent I1I, pope, 19, 89

Innocent IV, pope, 99, 101, 138-9

Interdict, papal upon England, 17,
42,95

Irthlingborough (Hirtlingburc,
Irtlingburc, Irtlingburch,
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Irtlingburgh), abbey manor,
79, 93, 105, 157

Isabella, dau. of Edward III, 215

Isabella, queen, wife of Edward I,
39, 40, 205, 205, 213, 219

Islip, Simon, vicar general of
Lincoln diocese, 223, 225, 227

Jeanne, dau. of Edward II, 205

Jeanne, dau. of Edward III, 215

Jews, 15, 21, 85, 91

Joan of Acre, dau. of Edward I,
wife of Gilbert de Clare, 142

John XXII, pope, 189, 203

John, king, 16, 17, 20, 30, 41, 42, 75,
79, 83, 97

John of Eltham, earl of Cornwall,
205

John le Sarmouner, 141

John of Salisbury, 54

Kelly, Susan, 7, 30
Kenilworth, Warwicks, castle, 131,
133
Kennett, Sarah, 53
White see Peterborough, bishop
Kesteven, Lincs, marsh, 96
Kettering (Keteringe), abbey
manor, 105, 159, 173, 197
chapel, 85
park, 159
King’s Lynn (Len, Linne), Norf,, 28,
135, 211
Knivet, John (c. 1200), 75, 95
John (c. 1300), 75
Richard, 75

Lakenheath, Suff, 39

Lambeth, council (1283), 4

Lancaster, Thomas, earl of, 197

Langton, Walter, bishop of
Coventry and Lichfield, 32, 38,
47,157, 187

Lateran Council, Fourth (1215), 19,
89
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Leicester, earl of see Montfort,
Simon de
Lewes, Sussex, battle of (1264), 27,
129-31, 133
Leybourne, Roger of, 28, 126-7, 129,
133
Liebermann, Felix, 3
Lincoln, diocese, 121
bishops
Alexander (1123-48), 6
Hugh of Avallon, St
(1186-1200), 19
Hugh of Wells (1209-35), 20,
23, 69, 83,97
Robert Grosseteste (1235-53),
20, 24, 25, 43, 87,99, 113
Henry of Lexington (1253-58),
111
Richard of Gravesend
(1258-79), 44-5, 121, 127
Oliver Sutton (1280-99), 45, 153
John Dalderby (1300-20), 34,
163, 169
Henry Burghersh (1320-40),
193, 217
John Gynewell (1347-62) , 14
consistory court, 207
vicar general see Islip, Simon
Lincoln, 6, 20, 30, 34
Lincolnshire, 211
Lindsey (Lyndesheye, Lindeseye),
Lincs, 82-3
Lisours, Fulk de, 69
William de, 69
Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, 4
Lombard merchants, 227
London, 131, 145, 183, 199, 201,
203, 211, 223, 227 and see
Westminster
abbey of Peterborough'’s
property in, 79, 101, 114-15
abbot of Peterborough'’s
residence, 25
bishop of see Bintworth, Richard
Court of Arches, 207
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Ely palace, Holburn, 227
merchants, 28
St Pancras, 141
St Paul’s, 79, 129
Temple, 223
Longchamp, William de, bishop of
Ely, 73
Longthorpe (Thorp, Torp), abbey
manor, 85, 103, 159, 163, 167,
173,177, 215
Louis VIII, king of France, as
prince, 20
Louth Park (Parcho Lude, Parco
Lude), Lincs, abbey, 84-5,
155
Lutton (Lullington), manor, 163,
165
John son of Gregory of, granted
corrody, 163, 171, 191
Lyon, Council of (1245), 22, 99-101,
138
Lyon, Council of (1274), 29, 49,
138-9

Maddicott, John, 40
Magna Carta (1215), 16, 18, 30;
(1225), 95
Mainettus Spine, of Florence, 117
Maldon, William of, 195
Malmesbury, abbot, William of
Badminton, 152
Mare, de la, Brian, 97
Geoffrey (born 1327), 207
Geoffrey (d. 1227), 20
Geoffrey (d. 1282), 4, 26, 38
Geoffrey (d. 1327), 207; Margaret,
wife of, 207; Cecily, wife of,
208
Margaret, queen, wife of Edward I,
32, 185
Margaret, dau. of Henry I1I, 103
Marholm (Marham), 91
Marsh Gibbon, Bucks, 17
Martin, master, papal collector, 22,
24,99
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Mary, queen of Scots, 51
Maxey (Makesheye), 15, 38, 69, 109,
207,213
Mead, Richard, 55
Medeshamstede, monastery, 3, 10
and see Peterborough
Mellows, William Thomas, 50
Mercia, kings of, 14
Meriden, Roger of, 160-1
Middleton, Gilbert, archdeacon of
Northampton, 197
Milton (Meleton, Melton), hamlet
in Castor, 91
Milton, Geoffrey of, 137
John of, abbey steward, 188-9
Robert of, 17, 101
William of, 188
Milton Hall, library, 57
Moine, Berengar le, 126-7
John le, 139
Moleyns, Sir John, 226-7
Monkland, John of, 36, 48, 195
Montfort, Henry de, 28, 128-9, 131
Peter de, 131
Simon de, earl of Leicester, 25,
28,29, 123,127,129, 131
Simon de, the younger, 28, 128-9,
131
Munchensi, William de, 131
Munden, William, 223

Nassaborough (Nassum Burgi,
Nessum Burgi), hundred(s), 18,
27,73,125

disafforestation (1215), 17, 83, 97

Nene (Neen), river, 27, 40, 159, 161,
173, 211

Neville, Hugh de, justice of the
forest, 97

Ralph de, bishop of Chichester,
97

Newark (Newerk), hamlet in
Peterborough, 163, 165

Newhouse (Novum Locum), Lincs,
priory, 85
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Newstead (Novum Locum), Lincs,
169
Newton, Water (Waterneuton),
Hunts, 205
Norfolk, Thomas of, 16, 79
Normanby by Spital
(Normanneby), Lincs
church, 69
rector, 149
Normancross (Normannecros,
Northmannecros), Hunts,
hundred, 69
Normandy, 25, 111
North Fen, 38
Northampton (Norhamtone,
Norhamtun), 83, 132-3, 152
archdeacon, 229 and see Giles le
Rous; Middleton, Gilbert
council at (1283), 4
eyre of (1329-30), 37, 38, 206-7,
209, 211, 213, 217
justices at, 29, 147-9 (1285)
siege of (1264), 27, 123
St Andrews priory, 50
Northampton, Richard of, 151
Northamptonshire, 1, 13, 36, 38, 47,
211
Northborough (Nortburc,
Nortburch, Northburgh), 23,
91, 109
Northborough, Geoffrey of, 91, 101
Geoffrey son of Geoffrey of, 111
Northburgh, Roger, bishop of
Coventry and Lichfield, 193,
209
Northolme (Northolm), 34, 36, 171,
177
chapel, 167, 171
fair, 171
manor, 161, 167, 171
Norwich, bishop, 99 and see
Suffield, Walter of
Nottingham (Notingham), 27, 125,
129, 189, 205
eyre of (1329-30), 38, 213
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Novum Locum, see Biggin;
Newhouse; Newstead

Oswald, St, 119; arm of see
Peterborough, abbey church;
Life of, by Henry of Avranches,
21
Otto, papal legate, 99
Oundle (Undele), town, townsmen,
18, 125, 127, 207
market, 47
Oundle, abbey manor, 27, 69, 73, 85,
95, 105, 139, 159
Oundle, John of, abbey steward, 47
Outwell, Norf, 38, 211
Overton, John, 217
John son of John, 217
Oxford, 27, 50, 123, 203
Bodleian Library, 1
Provisions of (1258), 26, 123
Oxford, earl of see Harley, Edward;
Vere, Robert de
Oxford, Lawrence of, 34
Oxfordshire, 196
Oxney (Oxeney), 24, 34, 113, 115,
169-71, 175, 183
chapel, 83, 159
fair, 108-9
monk guardian, 159, 171
Oxney Lode (Oxenlode), 165

Paris, France, 57
Paris, Matthew, monk of St Albans,
21, 22,24, 25, 46, 98-9, 101
parliaments, London (Oct. 1260), 25
Winchester (1265), 27-8, 131
Bury St Edmunds (1267), 133
Westminster (Feb.-Mar. 1324),
203
Paston, 14, 31, 69, 77, 91, 161
rector of, 31
Paston, Robert of, 103
Peakirk (Peychirch), Fen, 38, 85
meadow, 111
Peakirkfrith, 37, 199
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Penda, king of the Mercians, 3
Perio (Pirihow, Pirihowe,
Pyryhow), in Southwick, 75,
95
Peter son of Adam, moneylender,
73
Peter son of Ralph, 79
Peterborough, diocese 50
bishop
Chambers, John (1541-56), 50
Kennett, White (1718-28), 50,
51, 52, 53, 56, 57, 59
dean
Abree, Francis, 50
Cosin, John, 57
Kennett, White, 50, 53
Mandeville, John, 59
Patrick, Simon, 50-1, 57
Peterborough (Burgum), abbey
abbey church, altars/chapels
bells, 119, 149
choir stalls, 103
font, 135
high altar, 9, 31, 51, 83, 181,
183, 221, 223; furnishings,
plate, 77, 161, 179
Holy Cross, 165
Lady chapel (first), 9, 71, 77, 95
Lady chapel (second), 29, 51,
149, 165, 177, 183, 207
nave, 69
north transept, 150
ornaments, 71, 77, 83, 161, 173,
181-3, 191
pulpitum, 69, 223
relics, miscellaneous, 71 and
see St Oswald; St Thomas
St Andrew, 117, 151, 155, 183
St Benedict, 111
St Kyneburgh, 85
St Oswald, 139; relic, arm of,
21,77,103
St Thomas, 185; relics, 9, 71, 95
Three Virgins, 103
windows, 83
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abbot

Leofric (1052-66), 30

Ernulf (1107-14), 6

Henry of Poitou (1127-32), 6

Martin of Bec (1132-55), 2, 44

William of Waterville
(1155-75), 2, 5, 6, 8, 42, 43,
44,52, 65,73

Benedict (1177-93), 5, §, 9, 10,
15-16, 25, 34, 41, 42, 49, 59,
65-75, 77, anniversary, 16,
69, 77

Andrew (1193-99), §, 10, 16, 43,
75,77, 79

Akarius (1200-1210), 8, 9, 16-17,
41,42, 43,77-81, 93

Robert of Lindsey (1214-22),
11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 44, 50, 73,
79, 83-95, 115; anniversary,
18

Alexander of Holderness
(1222-26), 20, 41, 79, 95-7

Martin of Ramsey (1226-33),
10, 20, 57, 84, 97, 101

Walter of St Edmunds
(1233-45), 5, 9, 10, 11, 16,
20, 21, 22, 23, 34, 42, 44, 46,
75,77, 86,90, 92, 98-109,
111; anniversary, 23, 101-3,
135; household effects,
103, 107-9

William Hotot (1246-49), 6, 23,
43, 50, 101-103, 106, 107,
109-13

John of Caux (1250-63), 8, 24,
25, 26,42, 43, 44, 46, 50,
101, 110, 111, 113-21, 135,
137, 141, 153; anniversary,
117-19

Robert of Sutton (1263-74), 11,
26, 28, 29, 121-41, 151, 153;
anniversary, 139-41

Richard of London (1274-95),
5,11, 14, 29, 30, 41, 44, 45,
46, 49, 135, 139, 141-51,
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171, 178; anniversary, 145,
171

William of Woodford
(1295-99), 4, 29, 30, 32, 34,
41, 44, 45, 46, 48, 153-5,
157,171, 178; anniversary,
161, 171

Godfrey of Crowland
(1299-1321), 3, 6, 9, 11,
32,33, 34, 35,36, 41, 42,
45, 46, 50, 155-91, 203;
anniversary, 165-7, 169,
171, 181; his vestments, 9,
161, 179-81; pastoral staff,

Adam of Boothby (1321-38), 5,
9,11, 14, 35, 36, 44, 49, 50,
191-219; funeral expenses,
219-21

Henry of Morcott (1338-53), 6,
41, 211, 221-9

Robert of Ramsey (1353-61),
13, 14

John Deeping (1409-38), 3

John Chambers (1528-39), 50

feasts

dedication of the church, 93

double, 181

principal, 93, 161, 173, 179,
181

St Hugh, birthday, 19, 93

St Thomas, translation, 19,
93

Sts Peter and Paul, 121

Transfiguration, 19, 93

monastery and precincts

abbot’s chapel, 153, 157

abbot’s hall, 83, 163, 173

abbot’s kitchen, 103

abbot’s lodgings, 85, 95, 157,
177,219

abbot’s vineyard, 17, 79, 83, 87

bakery, 85, (convent) 143

barn, 159

brewhouse, 85, (convent) 143

cemetery, 85, 87
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Peterborough (Burgum), abbey,

monastery and precincts

(cont):

chapter-house, 24, 26, 35, 42,
44, 45, 83, 101, 103, 111,
115, 123, 137, 169, 179, 191,
221

Derby garden, 159, 173

dormitory, 19, 83, 183

fish-pond, 85

gatehouse (outer), 71, 129, 161,
173

gatehouse (inner, abbot’s), 85,
95, 151

guesthouse, 87, 101, 153

hall, 71

haybarn, 103, 155, 159

hospital, 85

infirmary, 17, 20, 45, 81, 85, 87,
101, 119, 138

king’s hall, 40, 159, 215, 217

kitchen larder, 83

lavatorium, 83

mills, 103, 177

parlour, 83

refectory, 26, 46, 77, 87, 99, 101,
103, 115, 117, 129, 151, 183;
tableware, 81

St Nicholas chapel, 71, 83

St Laurence chapel, 119, 221

St Thomas chapel, 71, 165, 167

tailors” workshop, 145, 155

monastic life

almsgiving, 89, 119, 145, 167,
221

books, library, 6, 8, 14, 32, 51,
52, 65, 101, 109, 119, 135,
139, 147, 150, 183, 217

bloodletting, 11, 19-20, 87, 89

cheese, 88, 169

clothing, 93

diet, 89

fasting, 89

meat-eating, 81, 87 and see
bloodletting

vestments, unspecified, 9, 73,
161, 171, 173, 175
albs, 71, 77, 83, 95, 135, 137,
145, 147, 181, 183, 185, 219
amices, 77, 181, 217
chasubles, 71, 77, 95, 145, 179,
181, 183, 185, 217
copes, 9, 71, 77, 83, 95, 99, 119,
121, 135, 137, 145, 179, 181,
189
dalmatics, 71, 77, 109, 145,
179, 181, 183
maniples, 77, 147, 181, 183,
185
stoles, 77, 147, 181, 185
tunicles, 71, 77, 109
wax, 28, 79, 135, 165-7, 169, 171,
219
wine, 16, 26, 28, 29, 31, 77, 107,
115-19, 119, 135, 145, 153,
205, 213, 221

monks, numbers of, 18, 81, 89, 91,

95, 105

Gilbert of Aslackby, 198-201

Gilbert of Sutton, 32

Godman, 16, 74-5

Henry of Orton, 11, 135

Henry of Pytchley, 39

Hugh Candidus, 5, 6,7, 8, 9,
10, 11, 12, 43, 44, 51, 54, 56,
57,59

Richard Crocheman, 79

Richard of Eastwick, 159

Richard of Ufford, 36, 195,
219

Robert Fairfox, 32

Robert of Swaffham, 5, 11, 12,
14, 29, 51, 52

Robert of Thornton, 191

Simon of Frieston, 32, 155

Thomas of Crowland, 219

Walter of Whittlesey, 5, 11, 13,
14, 55, 57

William of Folkingham, 47

William of Yarwell, 191
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obedientiaries, officials, 109, 115,

123, 137, 141, 143, 191
almoner, 111
Godwin, 135, 137
cellarer (abbot’s), 91, 109
Godfrey of Crowland, 185
Robert of Sutton, 113
cellarer (monks’), 18, 75, 85, 89,
91, 111, 113, 115, 119, 137
Robert of Norfolk, 79
Robert of Swaffham, 11
William of Loughton, 145
chamberlain, 93, 101, 111, 175
William of St Edmunds, 135
clock keeper, 183
guestmaster, 115
infirmarer, 75, 101, 143
John of Ketton, 137
pittancer, 77, 111, 119
Godfrey of Crowland, 155
Hugh of Risborough, 185
Richard of Colston, 151
Robert of Swaffham, 11, 29,
137
refectorer, 115
sacrist, 9, 19, 85, 93, 135, 145
George Fraunceys, 14
Gilbert of Aslackby, 193
Henry of Ely, 135
John of Huntingdon, 14
Richard of London, 137, 141,
149
Robert of Lindsey, 17, 19
Simon of Kent, 21
Walter of St Edmunds, 21
Walter of Whittlesey, 14
William of Woodford, 4, 147,
151, 153
William Salmon, 145
stewards, lay, 133 and see
Ashby, William of;
Gibbewin, Geoffrey;
Milton, John of; Oundle,
John of
subcellarer, 143

subchamberlain
Richard of London, 141
subsacrist, 19, 93, 135, 167, 169
Richer, 135, 137
prior, 26, 117
Alexander of Wistow, 191
Eudo, 43
Gilbert of Aslackby, 38
Richard, 218
Richard of Barnwell, 11, 151
Robert, 105
Roger, 107
Walter of Wallingford, 151
William Paris, 11, 29-30, 133,
149-51
Peterborough (villa Burgi), town,
48,77,163
barn, 85
boatyard, 159, 175
Bolehithe, 159
bridge over Nene, 40, 173
charter of liberty, 18
dean of (rural), 217
Hithegate, Hythegate, 203
market place (marketstede),
203
oven, 16, 75, 137
parish clergy, 35
Priestgate (Prestgate), 203
tolls, 47
Westgate, 171, 175
Peverel, Robert, 47
Robert, 91
Philip the Good, duke of
Burgundy, 189
Philippa of Hainault, queen, wife
of Edward III, 40, 209, 213, 215,
219
Picot, Robert, 131
Pikeler, Walter, 77
Pilsgate (Pilesyate, Pillesgate), 99,
137
Pleshey (Plesys), Essex, castle, 39,
209
Poitou, scutage of, 97
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Polebrook (Pokebroc), 14, 26, 115,
135
pollards, imitation sterling coins,
157
Pontigny, Yonne, abbey, 99
popes see Agatho; Eugenius III;
Innocent III; Innocent IV see
also Interdict
papal councils see Lateran; Lyon
papal provision, 101
papal taxation, 25, 109, 117, 185,
203
Portchester, Hants, castle, 195
Preston, Sir Gilbert of, justice, 123
Pytchley (Pitesle, Pytislee), church,
79

quo warranto, 30, 37

Raban, Sandra, 47
Raleigh, William, bishop of
Winchester, 24
Ralph de Montibus, 121
Ramsey (Rameseya, Ramiseya,
Ramiseye), abbey, Hunts, 126,
133, 169
abbots
Hugh of Sulgrave, 121
John of Sawtry, 151
Ranulf Brito, 22
Richard, 20
Simon of Eye, 213, 219
Reaches, the (le Reche), road in
Eye, 161
Reepham (Refham), Lincs, 141, 177
Richard [, king, 15-16, 30, 77, 214;
ransom, 73-5
Richard of Cornwall, 127
Richard le Suon, granted corrody,
137
Rochester, Kent, 127, 193
Rockingham (Rokingham), castle,
75
Rodney, Richard of, 195, 217
Rome, 98

Roumare, earl William de, 69
Rowell, Richard, 121
Rumpele, in Eye, 159

St Albans, Herts, abbey, 16, 17, 21,
25,43,77
abbot, Ralph Gubion, 17
monk see Paris, Matthew
prior, Akarius, 77
St Andrews, Scotland, bishop,
Roger, 46, 81
St John, Roger of, 131
St Medard, Emma, wife of
Geoffrey of, 31
Sawtry (Sautre), Hunts, abbot of,
Adam, 121, 151
Scarborough, Robert of, 38
Scotland (Scocia), 189
campaigns and taxation, 185,
186, 187, 197, 205, 215
parliament (1258), 25
Scott, William, 211
Scotter (Scotere), Lincs, abbey
manor,17, 19, 20, 28, 30, 79, 92,
105, 131, 133, 139, 171, 173, 175
wood, 137
Scotter, Alice of, 141
Richard of, 79
Robert of, 141
Scrope, Sir Geoffrey, justice, 38, 207,
211
scutage see Deganwy; Poitou
Senlis, Henry of, 133
Shardlow, John, justice, 209
Shareshull, William, justice, 38
Shelton (Schelton), Beds, 153
Shrewsbury, Salop, 133
Singlesole (Senglisholt), 79, 184-5
chapel, 185
derivation of name, 184
Somercotes, Robert of, cardinal,
98-9
Southorpe (Suthorp), 73
manor, 144, 153
Southorpe, Geoffrey of, 90, 145, 153
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Geoffrey son of Geoffrey of, 73
Southwick (Sutwic, Suthwic,
Sutwik), lords of see Knivet
Spalding, Lincs., priory, 3, 4, 69
prior, Clement of Hatfield, 151
Spalding, marsh, 97
Sparke, John, 56
Sparke, Joseph, 50, 51-9
Stamford (Stanford, Staunford),
Lincs, 15, 27, 28, 46, 101, 125,
127,129, 207, 213
Blackfriars, 31, 146
Stanground (Stangrund), Hunts,
225
Stanhope, co. Durham, park, 205
Stanwick (Stanewigge, Stanwig),
abbey manor, 15, 79, 85, 105,
201
chapel, 84
Stephen, king, 2, 7
Stevington, Beds, 193
Stirling, Scotland, 25
Stokes, Ralph de, 186-7
Stow (Stowe iuxta Simplingham),
Lincs, 79, 85
Stratford le Bow, Middx, 211
Sturry, Kent, 191
Suffield, Walter of, bishop of
Norwich, 25
Surrey, earls of see Warenne
Sutton, 15, 69, 121
Sutton, Turold of, 69
Sywardeshave, in Benefield, wood,
69

Talnholt, in Eye, 37, 159, 199
Tanholt Fen, 38
Thanet, Isle of, Kent, 193
Thorney, abbot, 71
Odo of Whittlesey, 151
Reginald of Waternewton, 37,
213, 225
William of Yaxley, 121, 135
prior
Ralph, 20

Thornholme (Tornholm), Lincs,
priory, 84-5
Thorpe Fen, in Longthorpe,173
Thorpe Waterville, castle, 187
Thorpe, Robert of, 186-7
Thrapston, 225
church, 225
Thurlby (Thorleby, Thurleby,
Turleby), Lincs, 15, 28, 79, 93,
105, 127, 131, 139, 173, 177, 207
marsh, 107
Tinwell (Tinewelle), Rut, abbey
manor, 28, 77, 79, 85, 89, 105,
127,131
Tiptoft, Robert, 28, 131
Tonbridge. Kent, 125
Torpel, manor, 203-5
Torpel, Roger of, 69, 95
Tot, fee, 85
Geoffrey of, 85
Robert of, 85, 91
Trivet, master John, 211
Trussel, Sir William, 221, 227
Turplington, Hugh, 40
Tynemouth, Northumb, priory, 16,
17

Upton, manor, 203-5
Upwell, Norf, 211

Vere, Robert de, earl of Oxford,
131

Wake, Joan, 50

Wakebrook (Wakebroc), in Castor,
mill, 89, 95

Walcot on Humber (Walecote),
Lincs, abbey manor, 17, 79, 105,
139, 171

Walden, Humphrey of, 209

Wales, 29, 103

Walter of Guisborough, 58

Walton (Waltun), abbey manor, 34,
105, 159, 163, 165, 177

Wanley, Humfrey, 53, 55, 57, 58
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Wansford (Walmisford), 127, 205,
213
Wansford Bridge, 27
Warenne, John de, 6th earl of
Surrey, 27, 126-7, 129, 131
John de, 7th earl of Surrey, 189
Warley, Ingelard de, 187
Warmington (Wermington,
Wermingtun), 47, 125
Warmington, abbey manor, 16, 73,
105, 157, 154, 217
Waterville, Ralph de, 43
Richard de, 90-1
Werrington (Wirington,
Witherington, Witheringtun),
abbey manor, 103, 139, 161, 177
Westminster, 223 and see London
chapel of St Catherine, 97
Westwood, in Peterborough,173
Wight, Isle of, 49
William I, the Conqueror, king, 30
William II, Rufus, king, 30
William of Malmesbury, 10
William fitz Stephen, 54, 58
William the miller, 73

Willoughby, Richard, justice, 209
Winchester, Hants, bishop see
Raleigh, William
Winchester, 24, 27, 43, 65, 83, 133
cathedral priory, St Swithun’s,
113
prior, John of Caux, 24
Wodehouse, Robert, 222-3
Woodcroft (Wdecroft), hamlet in
Etton, 90
Woodcroft, Richard of, 17
Woodford (Wodeforde), 173
Worcester, bishop of, 99
Wormeley, Isoude de, of Boston,
granted corrody, 177

Yaxley (lakele), Hunts, (rural) dean
of, 225

York, 97, 183, 205, 209

Ypetoft, Lambert of, 73

Zouche, Alan de la, 124-5
Eudo de la, 125, 127
William de la, 187
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