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The Letters of Henry Gladwell

Introduction
The correspondence here transcribed is that gathered by Henry 
Gladwell, Bailiff to the Drayton estate in Northamptonshire, and 
is preserved in the Drayton House Archive. Although there is some 
material dating back to the 1750s, the main sequence runs from about 
1785, when Gladwell first arrived at Drayton, until his death in 1814. 
Gladwell was careful to keep not only letters sent to him but also draft 
copies of his replies, so we have both sides of the correspondence, 
which is very unusual. The correspondence centres on that between 
Gladwell and his employer, Charles, Viscount Sackville, together with 
a heavy involvement initially of a lawyer, Thomas Walley Partington, 
who was brought in to review the financial working of the estate 
before Viscount Sackville came of age. As well as letters there are in 
the Archive also several account books, quantities of vouchers, bills 
and invoices recording spending which further illuminate the story. 
The letters show the relationship between the domestic and estate 
staff and their aristocratic employers, and here they show a degree of 
affection between the two and concern about their health and well-
being. The estate villages were lucky to have such a landlord and, if 
the winter was harsh, directions were given to make soup and bread 
for distribution to the poor. They also show that Viscount Sackville as 
landlord took a very personal interest in the running of the estate, its 
livestock, haymaking, harvests, etc. 

The Correspondence Language
As far as possible the language, punctuation and spelling used by 
the writers has been kept. As the correspondence progresses various 
names occur, and where it has been possible to identify them, 
annotations have been added. 

Both Gladwell and Partington were conscious of their station in life 
alongside those members of the aristocracy with whom they were 
dealing, and there was a formality of writing which today seems very 
antiquated and subservient. Gladwell is over conscious of this and 
there comes a point in his letters to Lord Sackville’s sister, Diana Lady 
Glandore, that the use of “your Ladyship” receives comment, and she 
tells him that, if he used the term less, he would not only save time, 
but also paper!  

1



2	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

Origins
Henry Gladwell’s origin is unclear. The Lowick parish register says 
that when he died in 1814 he was 81 and the Northampton Mercury 
recording his death says he was in his 82nd year, which fits. However, 
the memorial plaque in Lowick church states he was 83. Perhaps there 
was something in Gladwell’s papers which was found when he died, 
but which no longer exists. All we can say is that he was born c.1731/2. 
It seems fairly certain that he came from Suffolk. In 1787 he goes on a 
journey there, which he states he had not visited for thirty years and 
in June of that year he writes to Lady Glandore that he had been on a 
visit “to my native country”, but it has not been possible to establish 
exactly where he came from.  There is some connection with the area 
around Stoke-by-Nayland and the nearby village of Polstead, where 
he had special friends, John and Ann Mortimer, who were looking 
after the welfare of his aunt, living either at Polstead or Stoke. John 
Mortimer received a legacy in Gladwell’s will, so there may even have 
been a family relationship.

There is also a possible connection with Tendring Hall, at Stoke. In 
1786 a mutual friend, Francis Crick, wrote to Gladwell hoping they 
might meet and talk about “matters relating to old Tendring Hall”. The 
Tendring estate had been purchased by Sir William Rowley in 1750, 
but by 1786 it was in the hands of his son Sir Joshua Rowley (1734-
1790). He had in 1784 decided to rebuild the house and had designs 
drawn up by Sir John Soane1. The fact that Crick says “old Tendring 
Hall” suggests some association between Crick and Gladwell with the 
earlier house. Were they in service there together? Difficult, as Crick 
was not born until 1755 and Gladwell was already in Lord George 
Sackville’s service by then, so the relevance of Crick’s statement is a 
mystery2. We shall need to refer to this quandary later. Gladwell had 
a sister who signs letters “E. Patience” from Ipswich. This is probably 
Elizabeth Patience who was married to Thomas Patience a barber 
and peruke maker. There was also a nephew, Christopher Tuck, who 
served as a cook in the navy. 

While it has not been possible to establish Gladwell’s exact origin, what 
is clear is that he had a good education. His handwriting is relatively 
easy to read and his use of spelling, grammar &c is good, indeed 

1	 The designs are in the Soane Museum, London.
²	 When Crick wrote to Gladwell he was in the service of Thomas William 

Coke of Longford Hall, near Derby. Coke was to inherit Holkham Hall in 
Norfolk and later became Earl of Leicester, i.e. the famous “Coke of Norfolk” 
of agrarian history.



	 Introduction	 3

as good as that of the members of the aristocratic circle in which he 
moved. If he did come from the Nayland area the obvious place of 
good education would have been one of the local grammar schools, 
either that in Sudbury or in Bury St Edmunds, both founded in the 
16th century. How his career continued after school years is unknown 
and it is only when he had become a member of the household of Lord 
George Sackville we can pick up the picture of his life.

Gladwell and Lord George Sackville
The earliest references in the archive to Lord George’s period date from 
the mid-1750s, and they show that Gladwell already had a position of 
responsibility in the household. Lord George Sackville (1734-1785) was 
the youngest son of Lionel Sackville,1st Duke of Dorset, the owner 
of the Knole estate in Kent. At this time, he was living not at Knole 
but had leased the small Sackville estate at Stoneland in the parish of 
Withyham, just over the Sussex border. Stoneland had been a simple 
farmhouse but was made somewhat grander by Lord George and there 
are in Gladwell’s papers some bundles of workmen’s bills of craftsmen 
such as masons, carpenters and the like of the 1760s which suggest 
some refurbishment3. 

Lord George is a figure in national history, but this is not the place to 
enter into a long discussion of his life, since this is adequately covered 
elsewhere (see footnotes 4 & 5, below) but an outline is useful to set the 
scene. By the 1750s Lord George was pursuing a military career and 
rose to be second in command of the British Forces under Charles, 
3rd Duke of Marlborough (1706-1758). This was an era of concern in 
Britain with the interaction between France and Spain which resulted 
in a sequence of battles with Britain allied to Germany against the 
other forces. The Commander in Chief of the allied forces was Prince 
Frederick of Brunswick with whom Lord George was not in total 
sympathy, and, when Marlborough died in 1758 and Lord George 
took over command of British forces, there was inevitable discord. 
This came to a head in 1759 at the Battle of Minden when Lord George 
ignored an order from Prince Frederick, and although Minden was 
a success for the allies, Lord George was dismissed from the service 
and sent home in disgrace4. Being a man of conscience, he was intent 
on clearing his name and, despite all his friends’ advice, demanded a 

³	 It was rebuilt in the 19th century and is now known as Buckhurst.
⁴	 This episode has been widely written about. The most balanced views of 

Lord George’s life are Louis Marlow, Sackville of Drayton, London 1948 (repr. 
1973), and Alan Valentine, Lord George Germain, O.U.P. 1962. The most biased 
is Piers Mackesy, The Coward of Minden, Allen Lane 1979. 



4	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

court martial. He must have known that if the outcome went against 
him it might result in a death sentence. In the event he was spared that 
but was personally dismissed from Court by the King and retired to 
Stoneland.

However, his retirement from public life was short, since he still had 
his seat in Parliament, the safe Sackville seat at East Grinstead, and 
very quickly he began to re-establish his reputation by speeches in the 
House of Commons, most notably about affairs in America. Within 
a few years his reputation had been restored and he was brought 
back into the Cabinet and in 1775 became Secretary of State for the 
American Colonies and in that position was a key figure in the saga of 
the American War of Independence5. By 1777 Gladwell was employed 
by Lord George as an official Messenger, carrying documents between 
Government departments, and he continued in this role until Lord 
George’s resignation in 1782, when he was made redundant and tried 
to get compensation for loss of employment.

Now, there is just a possibility here for explaining Francis Crick’s 
mention of Tendring Hall. Did Gladwell leave Lord George’s service 
in 1782 and take a position at Tendring and only resume his position 
with the Sackville’s on, or perhaps just before, Lord George’s death in 
1785. There is certainly no clear reference to Gladwell’s involvement at 
Stoneland between these dates and there are no payments recorded in 
his papers between 1782 and 1785. 

Returning to Lord George Sackville, in 1754 he married Diana 
Sambrooke, niece of Sir Jeremy Sambrooke of Gubbins, Hertfordshire, 
a lady of some fortune. It seems Lady George was most happy in the 
social whirl of London but less so in the country, and in 1754 Lord 
George took the lease of a house in Pall Mall6.  What is interesting is 
that Lady George received an annuity under the terms of her mother’s 
will and in 1768 Henry Gladwell was appointed attorney to administer 
the paying of this annuity, where he is described as a “gentleman” of 
Pall Mall. There are in Gladwell’s papers receipt books recording these 

⁵	 Lord George’s reputation and role during the War of Independence has 
again been one of discussion and covered in those titles already mentioned. 
The most recent reassessment is Andrew O’Shaughnessey, The men who lost 
America, Yale UP 2013. This in essence suggests that Lord George did the 
best that was possible in the circumstances of the time and that the faults lay 
more with those in America than those in London. 

⁶	 It was No.100 on the south side of Pall Mall and Lord George spent some 
money refurbishing it, as bills kept by Gladwell reveal. It was demolished in 
the early 19th century and the Reform Club now covers its site.
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payments. Amongst them there is an account book of Lady George 
for her “Pin Money”, that is an allowance made by Lord George for 
his wife’s personal spending. Clearly, therefore, Gladwell was already 
acting in a financial position for Lord George. There is also a small 
notebook which records her spending on clothes at the time of their 
marriage, some £906 – an enormous sum for the time. The “Pin 
Money” account book shows that Lady George was especially fond 
of playing cards and lost moderate amounts of money in this pursuit. 
Apart from occasional references, however, Lady George remains a 
shadowy figure, and she fails to be mentioned in the social gossip of 
the time, which appeared in newspapers and magazines. She died in 
1778 having contracted measles during a visit to Knole.

Lord George’s marriage certainly seems to have been happy and they 
had five children: Diana (b.1756), Elizabeth (b.1762), Caroline (b.1764), 
Charles (b.1767), and George (b.1770). Both Diana and Elizabeth 
married into the Irish peerage. The eldest, Diana, married in 1781 John 
Viscount Crosbie of Ardfert, Co. Killarney, who within a few years 
succeeded his father as Earl of Glandore. Diana was a lively person 
and interested in the gossip of the day. She writes entertaining letters, 
amongst the most amusing in the correspondence. Gladwell looked 
after some of her investments and settled bills which she created 
in London.  Having known Gladwell, his wife and her sister from 
childhood at both Stoneland and Pall Mall, she looked upon them 
almost as family and shows considerable affection for them. Hardly 
a letter exists which does not have a question about their health and 
well-being. The younger daughter, Elizabeth, married Henry Arthur 
Herbert of Muckross, Co. Kerry also in 1781. Very little is known about 
her, but she had an affair with an army captain and eventually left her 
husband and children and eloped with him. Caroline, the youngest 
daughter, suffered poor health and after her father’s death she was put 
into the care of her aunt, Elizabeth Lady Bateman of Shobdon Court, 
Herefordshire, where she spent most of her later life and where she 
was to die, aged only twenty- four, in 1788. For Charles and George, 
see below.

In 1770 Lord George inherited the Drayton estate under the terms of 
the will of his aunt, Lady Betty Germain and whereby, in order to 
inherit, he had to change his name to Germain7. 

⁷	 He is sometimes referred to as Lord George Sackville Germain.
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The Drayton Estate and the Drayton inheritance
The Drayton estate consists of mainly the parishes of Lowick and 
Slipton, together with parcels of land in the adjoining parishes of 
Aldwinkle, Woodford, Sudborough, and especially Islip. The period 
of the correspondence coincides with the period of the Inclosure Acts. 
Lowick and Slipton had been inclosed in 1771, with the Islip open 
fields being inclosed in 1800 (see map as endpapers to this volume).

The list below gives broad estimates of acreages for 1798. 

Lowick 			   Thomas Spencer (186a)		  
				    Samuel Knight (240a)			 
				    John Gadsby (139a)			 
				    John Luck (144a)			 

Islip				    John Knight (223a)			 
				    William Leete (124a)			 
				    Samuel Baker (88a)

Slipton				   Widow Smith (111a)			 
				    Jarvis Worthington (112a)		
				    William Billings (69a)

Slipton & Sudborough		  William Haseldine (360a)		

Sudborough			   Saunders Tebbutt (210a)		
				    John Worthington ((58a)

Aldwinkle			   Various (261a)			 

Ringstead (Tythe farm)		 Joseph Beeby (312a)

Drayton park, with at its centre Drayton House, lies a mile south of 
Lowick village. The park housed a herd of deer and had crossing 
it a series of avenues of elm and oak trees which had been planted 
around 1700. One of Gladwell’s tasks was to see that venison was sent 
to London for Lord Sackville and for his friends. Drayton has a long, 
complicated descent; running from the De Draytons in the 1300s, 
the Mordaunts in the 16th and 17th centuries, who became Earls of 
Peterborough; and thence, via the 2nd Earl’s daughter, to Sir John 
Germaine and his second wife, Lady Elizabeth Berkeley normally 
referred to as Lady Betty Germain. After her husband’s death in 1718 
she spent increasing amounts of time living with her cousins the 
Sackvilles at Knole, where there is still a suite of rooms known as Lady 
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Betty Germain’s apartment. Although there were children from the 
match all died in infancy, and since Lady Betty did not remarry, when 
she died in 1769, she left Drayton to Lord George Sackville. He was, 
however, firmly based in London and at Stoneland, and Drayton was 
a secondary estate, a source of income rather than a family home. He 
did however have two important rooms redecorated and, fortunately, 
among Gladwell’s papers, the bills for the work are preserved. In 
1771 a large room next to the Great Hall, which had been used as a 
Billiard Room, was transformed into an elegant Dining Room-cum-
ballroom with elaborate plasterwork executed by the London plasterer 
William Rhodes, at a total cost of £881, and then in 1773 the Drawing 
Room was also redecorated with a new ceiling, marble fireplace and 
furniture, also by Rhodes, costing over £300. Perhaps these changes 
were undertaken to try and entice Lady George to spend more 
time there. Other than these changes, the house remained almost 
totally in the state that Lady Betty had left it until 1782 when it was 
decided to convert the old Elizabethan Long Gallery into a library 
by lining its long wall with bookcases. These were made by the 
Thrapston carpenter and joiner Arthur Lockington, who had already 
been involved with the work done by William Rhodes in the 1770s. 
Lockington’s bill itemises all the work, including “uprights grooved 
for shelves” and “20 Doric pilasters fluted” and amounts to some £89, 
all still in place today8. Lockington also remade the sash windows and 
doors and doorcases. The next major alteration was in 1784 when the 
rooms alongside the hall were altered. There were three rooms: the 
Counting Room, then a small ante-room with access to the garden, the 
Buffet Room9, which had been created in 1700 with niches for marble 
urns for water and wine and providing a servery for the final room, 
the Eating Room. The buffet was dismantled, and the room turned 
into a further library with bookcases; the Counting Room became 
the Breakfast Room; and the former Eating Room became the North 
Sitting Room. Again, the basic conversion was masterminded by 
Lockington, who provided new doors and doorcases, ceiling cornices 
etc. By this time Lord George’s health was in severe decline and it is 
possible this last alteration was made with the realisation that, on his 
death, the Stoneland estate would revert to the Sackvilles and Drayton 
would become the home of his son and heir. Lord George resigned his 
government post in 1782, and retired to Stoneland, where he died in 
1785. In his will he left all his servants a year’s wages and to Gladwell 
an annuity of £100 plus all his clothes and linen. There were also 

⁸	 Arthur Lockington had considerable skill and made tables with fluted 
supports and other furniture. He died in 1785 and his son Richard took over 
the business and was to be employed by Lord Sackville in the 1790s.

9	 This room had been the original entrance porch in the early house.
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annuities varying between £25 and £20 to Ann and Elizabeth Love, 
Mary Thomas, William Pope, William Gallaway and Mark Dier, all of 
whom would remain in the service of Charles. This demonstrates the 
appreciation, and indeed affection, Lord George had for his servants.

Charles Viscount Sackville (1767-1843)
This brings us to Charles, the main figure in the correspondence, who 
in that year at the age of eighteen inherited both Drayton and the title of 
Viscount. He was educated at Westminster School under one of its most 
famous headmasters, Dr Smith, and then at university in Oxford, which 
is where he was when his father died. Being a minor, on inheriting, 
a Trust was quickly established to manage Charles’s affairs with his 
cousin, John Frederick, Duke of Dorset and the Sackville lawyer, 
Thomas Walley Partington as main figures. Partington had begun his 
career in Cheshire, where his father had been a lawyer advising the 
Grosvenor family, later Dukes of Westminster, of Eaton Hall. Thomas 
succeeded his father and set up a practice with another local lawyer, 
Robert Andrews. In 1766 he married Andrews’s daughter Sarah. The 
firm managed not only the Cheshire estate but also the extensive 
London Grosvenor estate. In 1766 Partington moved to London to a 
property in Brook Street and within a few years had become one of the 
most respected lawyers in the Metropolis. About 1768 he had become 
lawyer to the Duke of Dorset at Knole.  In 1778 he took into partnership 
Edward Boodle and by this time the firm had an extensive practice 
which included the Earl of Berkeley of Berkeley Castle, Gloucestershire. 
As well as having a London house Partington also had a house at 
Offham, near Lewes in Sussex, relatively close to Knole. He died in 
1791 aged just 61, when Boodle took over the business10.

The problem which faced the Trustees was that without the Stoneland 
estate the new Viscount’s finances depended solely on the revenue 
from Drayton. At Stoneland the household included Gladwell, James 
Thomas and his wife and three sisters, Mary, Ann and Elizabeth Love. 
At Drayton there was only a very small domestic staff, with Frances 
Seamark, a widow11, as housekeeper, Thomas Darnell in the gardens 
and William and Thomas Bird running the park. Financially the 
estate was managed by an attorney in Thrapston, Daniel Yorke. The 
initial step in 1785 was to move most of the domestic household from 

10	 The business survives today as Boodle Hatfield.
11	 The Lowick parish register records her husband: “Thomas Seamark Aged 83 

(who faithfully served Lady Eliz Germain and Ld Sackville in the Capacity 
of Porter for more than 50 Years) was buried Jan 26, 1785.” Frances was to live 
on unto 1799, when she died aged 90. 
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Stoneland to Drayton. This included Gladwell, Mr & Mrs Thomas and 
Ann and Elizabeth Love. Just before the move Gladwell married Ann 
Love at Withyham12. Partington quickly realised that the management 
of the Drayton estate was in need of review if it was to provide sufficient 
income for its new owner. This was quickly put in hand with Gladwell 
serving in prime position, taking over to a large extent the accounting 
side of the business. While he had some experience in this direction 
the financial situation was not entirely straightforward. There were 
old accounts, those which related to Lord George’s lifetime, that is pre-
1785, noted in the correspondence as Executorship Accounts, and then 
there were those of a new system, post-1785, introduced by Partington, 
noted as Drayton Accounts. There was also the involvement of the 
Thrapston lawyer, Daniel Yorke, who had formerly been controlling 
the finances. While Gladwell was getting to grips with the new 
situation, there came a major blow with the sudden death of Yorke 
and when his son William investigated the business it quickly became 
apparent it was in some disarray. Having undertaken to look after 
the investments of several local people he owed considerable sums 
of money and there were debts of over £1000. Partington ordered the 
rescue of papers relating to Drayton from Yorke’s office and this added 
to Gladwell’s problems13. Initially Partington was clearly frustrated by 
Gladwell’s lack of understanding of the new accounting system, and 
he was frequently getting items into the wrong account. However, 
once the Executorship Account had been wound up, he became an 
efficient manager and in 1786 Partington had sufficient confidence 
in his abilities that he is made Bailiff.14 Partington clearly had a high 
opinion of Gladwell’s qualities and integrity, and the two men had 
considerable regard for each other. The letters which flow between 
them nearly always end with compliments; from Partington to Mrs 
Gladwell and to other members of the house staff and from Gladwell 
to Partington’s family.

12	 Ann Gladwell is a shadowy figure but clearly from many letters, most 
notably from Diana Glandore, she was a great favourite. There are references 
in Lady George’s accounts to “Nurse Love” and this may well be Ann and 
would give reason why Diana is so fond of her, having been brought by her 
up as a child. She was an artist of some accomplishment and there are three 
pencil sketches of Drayton c.1790 by her which are useful as showing the 
house still with its Georgian sash windows, many of which were replaced in 
the early 1900s by Elizabethan style mullions (Illus 1-3). 

13	 These papers probably included the 1770s spending of Lord George, which is 
why they are amongst Gladwell’s papers.

14	 Gladwell’s initial account book survives in the Drayton Archive with 
Partington’s corrections in red ink and Gladwell’s adjustments also in red 
ink.
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Once he came of age Charles Sackville, having left university, 
settled in London and took rooms in the establishment of Sir Robert 
Herries’s15, the banker, in St James’s Street, and there may have been 
some involvement with the business. A partner in the business 
was Charles’s cousin, also Charles Sackville, the illegitimate son of 
Charles’s uncle, the 2nd Duke of Dorset. They were to become close 
friends and “Charles Sackville Esquire”, as he is known, became a 
frequent visitor to Drayton and there are numerous letters in the 
correspondence16. One of Charles’s main concerns was his younger 
brother George, who suffered from bouts of ill health. Since he had 
been born after his father had inherited Drayton, he took the surname 
Germain, and is referred to as George Germain rather than George 
Sackville. He also used the Herries property as an address and like 
Charles, he may have had some minor involvement in the business. He 
and Charles had a close relationship and there are a number of letters 
referring to Charles’s concern for his welfare. Both Charles and George 
were only at Drayton for short periods during their younger years, so 
the welfare of the house and its estate was largely in Gladwell’s hands. 

By the late 1780s Charles’s financial status had considerably improved 
which was to some degree due to his involvement with the Herries 
banking business but was probably more influenced by him having 
become a very serious horse racing breeder, a subject to which we will 
return later. There were now finances which allowed thought being 
given to alterations and improvements at Drayton. The first change 
was to refurbish the North Sitting Room and in 1789 William Stephens, 
one of the most prominent furniture makers in London, with premises 
in Piccadilly, was brought in to provide some new fittings and 
furnishings including two small wall bookcases and elegant wooden 
chimneypieces for both this and the Breakfast Room. His bill comes 
to £435, a sizeable sum for that time. These rooms remain basically in 
this form to this day. At the same time attention was given to improve 
the heating and James Oldham of Holborn was brought in to provide 
some stoves for the new rooms and the Hall and new ranges for the 
kitchen.  Oldham had a Royal Patent for providing such equipment. 

15	 Sir Robert Herries (1730-1815) was born in Dumfriesshire. He worked in the 
Netherlands for Hope & Co. in the 1750s, returned to London and joined 
Coutts Bank. He set up his own bank in St. James’s Street in 1770. He was 
knighted in 1774. He was a supporter of Lord George’s aims for America. 
The bank became Herries, Farquhar in 1797 and was taken over by Lloyds in 
1893. The present Lloyds building stands on the site of the original building.

16	 See Appendix B for an account of Charles Sackville, Esqr. To differentiate 
between them in the letters, Charles Viscount Sackville is referred to as Lord 
Sackville, while Charles Sackville Esqr as just Charles Sackville.
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This required some redecoration of the Hall and there is mention of 
the ceiling being whitewashed. As if this was not enough Charles then 
decided to refit the stable block. Hardly had the dust settled after these 
events, when in 1791 it was decided to turn attention to bedrooms. The 
floor below the Long Library gallery, the Middle Floor, as it was called, 
had a sequence of five rooms interlinking with doorways between 
each. It was decided to insert a passage against the window side of 
the rooms and reconfigure them to make a series of bedrooms and 
dressing rooms. Arthur Lockington had died but his son Richard took 
on the work. The final stage in this transformation of Drayton came 
in 1793 with the insertion of a floor into the 1700 kitchen to provide 
more accommodation for staff, again achieved by Richard Lockington. 
All these alterations did not get unnoticed as in the Universal British 
Directory of Trade & Commerce of 1791 under the Thrapston entry about 
Drayton it says: “The present Lord is making judicious alterations in 
the house, which will make it very comfortable. He is very charitable 
to the poor and is generally beloved in the neighbourhood.”

We need now to turn our attention to Charles Sackville’s passion for 
horses. As a young man he was a frequent visitor to Newmarket and 
other race meetings. In the early 1790s he owned several horses, and 
there are occasional references in the correspondence to him asking 
for horses to be sent to race meetings such as Newmarket. He even 
rode as a jockey, the Racing Calendar having references to him riding 
in races from 1791 through to the early 1800s.  In the same journal for 
1793 it is recorded that on 28 March he was a subscriber to the meeting 
at Bibury and rode in two races, coming second, one on a horse owned 
by his close friend Charles Arbuthnot. On the 30th he rode himself on 
Buffer and on the same day came first, riding on his own “bay mare”. 
A small notebook in the Drayton archive lists various race meetings 
between 1793-4 and indicates that quite large sums of money were 
changing hands with tantalising notes such as: “Lorne owes me £752” 
and “Villiers owes me £297” and in December 1794: “Roberts owes me 
upon the balance of our account £886”. This money will have been part 
of Charles’s private purse which Gladwell occasionally refers to and 
one can begin to see how he was able to finance the 1790s alterations. 
Furthermore in 1802 he bought a house which had only recently been 
built in Harley Street, which had become one of the most fashionable 
areas of London.

Charles’s involvement with the racing fraternity occasioned an 
incident which can aptly be called “a blot on the escutcheon”. Around 
1805 he had become very friendly with Colonel John Norton Powlett 
and his wife, Letitia Mary; they were of similar age. Powlett had 
a small estate at Amport, Hampshire, but often took a house near 
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Winchester to enjoy the Stockbridge races. Charles and Letitia became 
attracted to each other, and social interchange began.  He would often 
visit her but only when her husband was away from home. Things 
came to a head in 1807 when they arranged to meet at the White Hart 
Inn in Winchester, not an establishment which either had visited 
before. They took separate but adjoining rooms and where, to quote 
the literature of the time, “criminal conversation” took place.  Colonel 
Powlett was alerted by the innkeeper as to what had taken place and 
he immediately brought a Court action against Charles. This was 
heard at the 1808 Summer Assizes in Winchester before the eminent 
judge, Sir Robert Barrow. The case was entirely a discussion between 
lawyers, Charles being represented by Robert Garrow, who was to 
become famous in legal circles for the art of cross examination. He is 
also credited with having invented the saying “innocent until proved 
guilty”. A transcript of the proceedings in the Drayton Archive gives 
full detail of the circumstances. It would seem that it was Letitia who 
arranged the meeting and there were lengthy cross examinations by 
Garrow of various servants at the White Hart asking about the rooms 
and what state they had been left. Powlett had asked for £10,000 
damages, but in his summing up, Sir Robert Barrow instructed the 
jury to bring in a claim against Charles for just £3,000. Despite all 
the parties being well known in the Winchester area, the case was 
hardly noticed in the Salisbury & Winchester Herald, and it never made 
the national press. Affairs of this kind were not uncommon amongst 
the 18th century aristocracy so that it was not considered especially 
newsworthy17. Powlett applied to the House of Lords for a divorce, 
but this was not approved and somehow the marriage survived, since 
when Powlett died at Caversham in 1824, then Major-General, Letitia 
applied to the Army Board for a pension. Had the transcript of the 
trial proceedings not survived in the Drayton Archive the episode 
would not be recorded and there is no other allusion to it in the other 
family papers or correspondence.

In the early 1800s Charles became more interested in the breeding 
of cattle. Both he and his brother, George, became members of the 
Smithfield Club and one of the activities noted in the correspondence is 
the movement of cattle from Drayton to London, and Charles’s concern 
for their welfare. Also, in the early 1800s, there were more frequent 
visitors at Drayton and George especially had become very attached to 
the place. It was also a period when Charles was expanding the estate 

17	 Stella Tillyard’s Aristocrats, Chatto & Windus 1994 has numerous entertaining 
references to the various affairs that the Lennox girls had, both before and 
after marriage. There is also, of course, the activities in this region of the 
Prince Regent!
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holdings and a prime opportunity occurred with the Islip Inclosure 
Act of 1800. Charles was able to acquire one of the new farms which 
lay adjoining the old road from Drayton to the Thrapston turnpike. 
This acquisition hugely consolidated the land holdings on the eastern 
side of the estate.

Conclusion
Gladwell continued his correspondence and accounting until 
November 1814, when the notes cease. It seems likely that he had a 
stroke or some such disorder, but he lived till the end of December, 
dying on the 31st. His will is revealing and shows he had a keen eye 
to his own personal finances. He amassed several investments in 
Government stock and securities, such as South Sea House, and the 
will has a long list of bequests running from £1000 to his employer 
Lord Sackville, and £500 to the Countess of Glandore, to smaller 
bequests of £10 to members of the house and estate staff. In all the 
bequests total over £6500, a huge sum for somebody in his position18. 
What is very clear from the correspondence is that on a personal level, 
Gladwell was held in great trust and affection by the family. Following 
his death, a plaque was erected in Lowick church which says: “In all 
his Dealings, honest, fair and just, And during Life, he ne’er betray’d 
his Trust”.

Charles’s brother married in 1814 Harriet Pearce and they eventually 
settled at Drayton where they produced two children, a son, William, 
who died in infancy, and a daughter Caroline Harriet. In 1815, when 
the young 4th Duke of Dorset at Knole died in a hunting accident, 
Charles found himself, as last direct male member of the Sackville line, 
succeeding as 5th Duke. From then onwards he lived almost totally in 
Harley Street and the Germains at Drayton, remaining constantly in 
touch with the ongoing concern for George’s health. In several letters 
to Charles he foretells of his coming death, but in the event he outlived 
his wife, who died in 1835, by a year. By this time Caroline Harriet, 
who adopted the Sackville surname, had become engaged to William 
Bruce Stopford of nearby Barton Seagrave, who had a high position at 
the Foreign Office.

As for Charles Duke of Dorset, it was doubtless at race meetings that 
he got to know George the Prince Regent, himself an enthusiast for the 
sport, and he became a member of the Prince’s inner circle. At George’s 
Coronation in 1816 Charles carried the Sword of State. In 1821 he was 

18	 For an epitome of Gladwell’s will see Appendix A.
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made Master of the Horse and in 1827 when he resigned the post was 
awarded the Order of the Garter. It is however very difficult to get 
any clear idea of his involvement with Court affairs, since he did not 
hold any other prime office, and the Royal Archives contain hardly a 
reference to him other than his appointment as Master of the Horse. 
However, by scanning notices of Court occasions in the newspapers 
of the time it becomes clear that he was not only a frequent visitor 
to both the Royal Pavilion at Brighton and Windsor Castle, but he 
was on intimate terms with the King, both in the cases of George IV 
and William IV. To quote just one example in the Morning Post of 5th 

July 1826 under the heading “Windsor, Tuesday July 1” it states: “His 
Majesty left the Royal Lodge yesterday afternoon at half-past two 
o’clock, accompanied by the Duke of Dorset, in his Pony Phaeton, 
followed by others...”. The same newspaper contains an obituary for 
him, and it states: “His Grace, for a long course of years, was honoured 
with the intimate friendship and confidence of his Majesty George the 
Fourth, who conferred upon him the Order of the Garter”. Charles 5th 

and last Duke of Dorset died on 29th July 1843, and it was to Caroline 
Harriet that he left Drayton. From Caroline Harriet and William Bruce 
descent the present owners of Drayton, the Stopford Sackvilles.
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[HG = Henry Gladwell; P = Thomas Walley Partington, lawyer in London]
The letters Gladwell kept between 1768 and 1785 are slightly random in selection 
but they have been transcribed as some give interesting information.
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(1) 29 Nov 1768   Affidavit from Rt. Hon. Henry Lord Digby and 
Baldwin Leighton of Shrewsbury, legatees named in the will of Elizabeth 
Sambrooke widow deceased, have appointed Henry Gladwell of Pall Mall 
gentleman "our true and lawful Attorney” … by virtue of an Exchequer 
Order dated 30 April 1705 £3,700 p Wick Excise No.937 for the payment 
of an annuity or yearly sum of £300...sealed 29 November 1768 [seals and 
signatures] witnessed by Wm Broughton, Wm Adam and Henry Bowdler.                                                                            
[Elizabeth Sambrooke was Lady George Sackville’s mother and Gladwell is already 
in a position of authority in having responsibility for the management of the 
annuities mentioned. They were for Mrs Sambrooke’s two dauthers: Elizabeth who 
in 1748 married John Lord Bateman, and Diana who in 1754 married Lord George 
Sackville It is worth noting that he is described as “gentleman”. Pall Mall was, of 
course, Lord George’s London house.]

(2) 2 Aug 1770   Daniel Yorke's Account with Lord George Germain [A double 
spread sheet.]     It includes payments to Mrs Lettin, Mrs Box and Zach. 
Billing [probably annuities]; and to "Mr James Robinson for making an 
Inventory of the Goods at Drayton in February last & copying the same in 
a Book £66 -".
[Daniel Yorke (1708-1786) was a Thrapston lawyer and attorney. He was the son 
of the Rev John Yorke (d.1730) then of Culworth and later of Stoke Doyle, which is 
where in 1741 Daniel Yorke married Penelope Bletsoe of Thrapston, He managed 
the financial affairs of the estate during Lord George’s time. The Inventory of the 
effects of Lady Elizabeth Germain made in 1770 is in the Drayton Archive]                                                         

(3) 5 Nov 1771   Daniel Yorke's account running from Aug 1770 to Apr 1771
Includes 1770 Half-years rent from the various estates for Lady Day, 
£581.11.6, for Michaelmas £586.2.10; and receipt for sale of wood 1770 of 
£159.10.4. Also includes interest on loans made to the Treasurers of the 
Huntingdon Road and those of the Harborough Division. Various receipts 
including "Cash made out of the Dairy"; and payments to Wade, the mason; 
Freeman for lime; Lockington for lime &c; Charity Children's clothes; 
thatching Widow Tebbut's house; "Joseph Nailor the purchase money for a 
Barn Yard & Orchard in Lowick adjoining to Witherows."
[A charity school had been established at Lowick under the terms of the will of 
Sir John Germaine when he died in 1718. It became the village school under the 
Education Act of 1870 but the charity continued to support a number of children 
and still exists today.]

(4) 2 Nov [no year]  D[iana] Crosbie, from Dublin, to Lord George Germain, Kew 
Lane, Surrey
[This letter, while not dated, seems to fit in the early 1770s. Diana Sackville, Lord 
George's daughter, married John Lord Crosbie in 1771, and the way she writes 
here suggests it may not be too long after their marriage. It is one of Diana's most 
amusing letters!]
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"My Dear Father, I have spent a week with a friend of yours, Mr. Pery, at 
Edmunsbery & been very much entertained there. Ld & Ly Buckingham 
have been obliging enough to give a Ball on purpose for me at St. Woolstan's, 
where I danced in great spirits, with Sir Nathaniel Barry's full consent, 
being now mighty well & able to enjoy, as usual, all Amusements. We had 
a good deal of Company at Edmunsbery, & dear Whist flourished every 
Evening. I had the long wished-for happiness of driving a little Cabriolet 
myself every morning & am grown an excellent Coachman. I must inform 
you that your friend the Speaker, with all his outside gravity of demureness, 
is a jolly Buck at bottom, & does not dislike the sight of a pretty woman, 
for such, entre nous, am I universally thought here, whatever I may be 
reckoned in England, but no Prophet is a Prophet in his own Country. I 
was much surprised as I was quickly seated one Evening to feel myself 
pulled back in my Chair by the Shoulders, & looking up, perceived it 
was the frisky Speaker's doing, who vowed he had such an inclination to 
kiss me, he could hardly withstand the longing he felt; instead of looking 
grave, I really burst out laughing, & indeed well I might, when I saw that 
demure old face extended into a tender simper. He afterwards confessed he 
repented not having gratified his kissing inclination, & assured me if I gave 
him any encouragement he should certainly do it in spite of me. Mrs. Pery 
was half inclined to look grave, & I to be much entertained. Poor Sir John 
Irwin's head is quite turned with his Mrs Squib, he gets himself abused 
everywhere for his behaviour with her. He escorts her to all Publick places, 
sits with her in a side Box at the Play, & what is worse carried her down to 
the Camp, which as he was there the first object, was thought particularly 
indecent, as he was continually appearing with her. She went to a charity 
Consert, where all the Ladies who were at Camp had promised to assemble, 
but she no sooner appeared, than every woman left the room & all were 
excessively angry at his permitting her to attempt mixing with them. We 
talk of returning to England in a very short time. I confess if it was not for 
seeing you all I should feel sorry at leaving a Place where I have been so 
well received, & am so well amused. Adieu My Dear Father, I shall direct 
this to Richmond as my Sisters do not mention your leaving that place yet."
[2 postscripts:] "Lord Crosbie will not let me seal my Letter till I make you 
his respects so I have filled up all my paper must add them here" and "The 
Duke of Leinster told somebody the other day I was a dear charming Girl 
and danced like an Angel."
[Those mentioned include: Edmund Pery (1719-1806), Speaker in Irish House 
of Commons 1771-1785, who had leased Edmundsbury House. After his time, it 
was converted into a hospital, which it still is. Lord & Lady Buckingham must 
be John Hobart, 2nd Earl of Buckinghamshire (1729-1793) and his wife. There is 
mention elsewhere of Miss Hobart, their daughter. Lord Buckinghamshire was Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland 1776-80. St Wolstans was the Hobart’s home which he had 
leased in 1776. It became a school in 1790.  Sir Nathaniel Barry (c.1725-1785). Sir 
John Irwin or Irvine (1728-1788) was Commander-in-Chief Ireland 1775-82. He 
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lived an extravagant lifestyle and eventually moved to Paris to escape his creditors. 
He finally settled in Parma in Italy where he died, leaving his window in extreme 
circumstances (see Letter 266). James Fitzgerald (1722-1773). Duke of Leinster 
1766; member of the Privy Council; army career rising to Lt. General 1770.]

(5) 10 Jan 1774   [Partington, from Brook Street, to HG][This shows that Partington 
is already acting for Lord George Sackville.]
"Mr Partington begs Mr Gladwell will take for the pair of Leases to Mr 
Drake, whatever the Tenants have been used to pay.  Mr Partington's usual 
charge for this sort of Leases is £2.5s the pair."
[Included with this:]

29 Sept 1775 A list of Wages &c.

Mrs Love			   10.0.0
Mrs Betty Love			    5.0.0
Mrs Thomas			    5.0.0.
Anne Gabb			    3.0.0.
Martha Alan			    3.0.0
Ann Stodart			    3.0.0
Frances Lock			    3.0.0
Sarah Andrine			    3.10.0
Isabella Burrielges		   4.0.0
Susan Davies			    4.4.0
Mr F				     10.0.
				    53.14.0

Mr Gibbs			   25.0.0
Mr Lackington			    7.10.0
Mr Thomas			   10.0.0
Nicholas Chapman		   5.0.0
James White			    4.0.0
William Pope			    4.0.0
William Callaway		   4.0.0
Philip Turner			    4.0.0
Thomas Lock			    4.0.0
Charles Baldwin		  3.16.8
John Robson			    5.0.0
William Fryer			    8.0.0
Mark Dier			    4.0.0
				    88.6.8

Sum Total			   £142.0.8
[This would appear to be a list of the household at both Pall Mall and Stoneland. 
Gladwell is not mentioned though he was certainly in Lord George’s service at 
Stoneland at this date. Mrs Love is Mary Love and Betty Love is Elizabeth Love, 
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sisters of Gladwell’s wife Ann, and Mrs Thomas is Mary Thomas. All these 
would move to Drayton after Lord George’s death, with Mary Thomas becoming 
housekeeper. William Callaway, Charles Lackington, William Pope & Mark Dier 
will remain in Sackville family service through to the 1790s, and beyond. Mr Gibbs 
is probably London, but he is not otherwise mentioned.]

(6) 12 June 1776  Richard Billingham, from Kew Lane, to HG, at Lord George 
Germain’s, Pall Mall. 
“I recd a line from you Concerning the Wash hand Basons and De Canters 
and Chamber Pots it is a thing that I never Found nor never was asked for 
neather By Lord How nor Esqr Gray nor Generall Monkton nor I never 
find Neather Brooms nor Mops onley harth Brooms I wood do Every thing 
that was Custemory to oblige My Lord & Lady and all the family I have all 
Ready layd out Thurty Pounds to Oblige hur Lady Ship Which I wood not 
Doo for any noble in this Kindon besides Lord Germain & Lady For that 
Rent I am Sorry the familley Does not Come Sooner.”
[Lord George had taken a lease on a house in Kew Lane as well as Pall Mall.]

(7) 10 Apr 1777   Mark Day, Lowick [to Lord George Sackvile]
"Your Lordships disinterested Conduct in our late contest here, demands 
my most Grateful Acknowledgmt … Am affraid Mr. Eat ' upholds Principles 
Inconsistent to his Duty of Office - Were he to be exchang'd with my 
Scituation a very short date wou'd convince him of his Errour."
[Mark Day was churchwarden at Lowick and when he died in 1794 he left a will 
(not traceable) and Gladwell administered various bequests as will be seen later 
(Letter 433). He is probably referring to the Rev. Etough rector of Lowick but it is 
not clear what contest he is referring to since there was not an election at this date.]
  
(8) [Undated but probably 1782, following Lord George’s resignation of office. 
It is inserted here since it illustrates Gladwell’s employment in the late 1770s. 
Presumably Gladwell was used to take messages to other Government departments 
&. It is unclear whether the petition was successful. Rough drafts.]
“The Petition of Henry Gladwell, late one of His Majesty’s Messengers in 
Ordinary
That in the Year 1777 he was appointed by the interest of Lrd Viscount 
Sackville to the Office of one of His Majesty’s Messengers, and from that 
appointment till his Lordship’s Resignation of His Office, he constantly 
attended Him in that Capacity: but it not having been convenient to him to 
leave Lord Visc. Sackville upon his Lordship’s leaving Town he has, as has 
always been customary appointed one other of his Majesty’s Messengers, 
to act as his Deputy, when in turn for Duty fully intending (having his 
Lordship’s permission so to do) to do his own Duty upon his Lordship’s 
return to London. But your Petitioner by a Letter he has received from 
the Secretary to the Lord Chamberlain that he is dismissed from his said 
Employment as Messenger, without the least Prospect given him of any 
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consideration for the loss of it, which your Petitioner can very ill afford.
Your Petitioner therefore most humbly implores your Lordships to take his 
Case into your Consideration, and to grant him such an allowance in lieu of 
his said Employment, as your Lordships shall seem meet.”

(9) 4 Feb 1780 Crosbie [i.e. John Crosbie, 2nd Viscount of Ardfert, married to Lord 
George’s daughter Diana; he became Earl of Glandore in 1781] to Miss Sackville 
[Caroline, Lord George’s youngest daughter], from Dublin
“I wrote to Lord George yesterday to acquaint him of your sister being 
delivered in the morning which letter I hope he has received. I have the 
pleasure to tell you, that she slept nine hours without interruption, & is 
today very composed & refreshed.”
[Diana had two children but neither survived beyond birth. Caroline took some part 
in housekeeping as there are payments of this nature among Gladwell’s vouchers.]

(10) 5 Feb 1780    [Lord Crosbie] , from Dublin, to Miss Sackville, at Lord George 
Germain’s London (i.e. Pall Mall).
“Every thing goes on most happily. She rested very well last night, & has 
been all this day as well as one in her situation can possible be. I was so 
hurried on Thursday, that I had no time to write to Lady Bateman, but I 
take for granted you informed her of what happened when Lord George 
received my letter.”

(11) 5 Mar 1783   Zach[ariah] Meads, from Buckingham, to HG “at the Rit Honble 
Lord Viscount Sackvill’s in Pall Mall London” … “with £2.1s.2d Carig an portig 
paid”                                                                                                   
“Sr after my dear respects to you hear is my 2 half hears accounts with the 
Vougers wich I hope you will find right and two pounds 1s and 2d now and 
10s over paid in the fust half hear account is 2 gineys for the Legiswich I 
hope you will recive safe and when you have examined them ples to send 
me a recit for the 2 half hears and I hope you will Exques my not Comin to 
you this time.”                                                                                               
[There was a small estate at Buckingham which was jointly owned by Lord George 
and Vicount Bateman. It amounted to some 500 acres and included a water 
mill. When the land was sold in 1855 it was described as being on the road from 
Buckinmgham to Stowe and was part of the copyhold of the manors of Chackmore 
and Radclive. It has not proved possible to locate exactly its position. Zachariah 
Mead or Meads acted as bailiff.]

(12) 29 July 1783    Lord Glandore, from Shobdon Court, to HG
“Good Gladwell, I have just heard Mr. Herbert is going to Ireland, & shall 
be much obliged to you, to send me by him a pair of the skin breeches 
which I had bespoke of Fitch Piccadilly near where Sir John Irvine lives. He 
promised to forward them to me here, but did not. If you will be so good to 
desire the Porter at Pall Mall to call upon him for them, & send them by Mr. 
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Herbert you will much oblige me.”

(13) 6 Aug 1783    Partington, from Brook Street, to HG
“I shall be obliged to you if immediately on receipt of this you could send 
the inclosed to Caesar Currey, I have left it open that you may see what it 
relates to and that I would have an immediate answer to it.
I suppose Mr Bale informed Ld. Sackville and you have heard what passed 
between Mr Board and us, and that Mr Bale has shown the letter which 
wrote to me, and since my return I have received a letter from Mr Board. 
Currey may be right in what he has done and his representation to the 
Duke of Dorset and Ld. Sackville may be true, but it is extraordinary that 
he never mentioned the matter to me; I thought everything had been settled 
and that the Warrener would do nothing to disturb the Game. I proposed 
to meet Mr Board and upon the spot to examine into & see where the 
blame lay. Until we do meet I wish Currey might be directed and I shall be 
obliged to you to direct him, neither to do any thing nor suffer any thing to 
be done for on Saturday or Sunday last I understand there was an Attack 
on Currey’s name used as justifying the right of others to Rabbits without 
the fence. We may be drawn into a disagreeable Law Suit which may be 
prevented by an examination in the way proposed by Mr Board and me. I 
have not mentioned this matter to Currey as you will observe but shall be 
obliged to you to do it.
[Endorsed on cover] “This letter must be given to Mr Currey immediately if 
he is not at home he must be sent for.”
[Caesar Currey was gamekeeper at Stoneland. Mr Bale is the Rev. Sackville 
Stephens Bale, rector of Withyham from 1778 till his death in 1837]

(14) 12 Oct  [1783]    Lady Glandore, from Stoneland, to HG [No year stated but it 
seems likely to be either 1783 or ’84. She mentions her father so pre-1785.]
“I am quite provoked Gladwell at my frame being broke all to pieces, so 
that my beautiful work is stopped till I can get another. I should be much 
obliged to you if you would procure me one. I do not know whether the 
large frames, I mean, for it must be of the kind that stands on the Ground, 
the hand frames not being large enough, are to be had at Williston’s toy 
shop in Bond St. or of the Embroideresses, but where ever they are to be 
procured. I wish you would immediately get me one, made of common 
wood, as the Mahoganny ones are too dear & get it conveyed to Stoneland 
immediately, if you cannot pack it up & tie it behind the Chaise you must 
send it by the Stage but do not lose any time about it.
I will not enclose this to my father for fear that on seeing my hand he 
should fancy that some of the family are ill. Remind him to speak to Eliot 
about Caroline.”
[Lady Glandore was quite artistic and enjoyed various decorative craft activities 
such as embroidery, as will be seen later.]



22	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

(15) 30 June 1784   Lord George Sackville, from Stoneland Lodge, to his son 
Charles, at university in Oxford.
"I am happy in hearing that you like Oxford better than you Expected, I 
was sure you would meet many of your old friends who would be civil 
and attentive to you, but I am particularly pleased with your supporting 
so much of Mr Pett, for had you disliked him you would have had no 
satisfaction in reading what he recommended, or receiving any instruction 
from him, as you I have no doubt but you will preserve his good opinion. 
I continue in the resolution of being with you at Oxford on the 15th of July 
in the way to Ireland. I hope to dine with you at the Star on that day and 
staying there that night, I trust that you will entertain us well and that you 
will take Caroline and me under your Protection. I suppose you dine at 
four o’clock.
Here we are, Miss Leighton still coughing but rather better than she was 
at first. We are now expecting Lord Milton and Miss Damer whom stay 
only one night with us, and Baron Leckonfield announced his intention of 
being here les premiers jours de la demaine, and as this is Wednesday I 
conclude we shall see him in the course of the day. Miss Jane Pery joins us 
tomorrow with her Company so that with the help of the Chamber Ladys 
to the [Piewells] we have not been very solitary. Dick Cumberland enters 
into Protection of Miss Hobart this Evening, and he is to be at her fathers on 
Saturday, so that we may flatter ourselves with the pleasure of seeing the 
Bride and Bridegroom.
My horse Continues in [farrow?] your Colt is rode every day by Marsh and 
goes very quietly and looks like a Gentleman. I am sorry as yet he can hear 
of no hunter in this Country that will suit you, but Marsh promises to do 
justice in looking out for one, but he by no means speaks Confidently of 
success. He intends making the most of Madam. He has turned her to Grass 
that he may take her up at the proper time and prepare her for hunting. If 
you are better provided he will [permit] to carry his own person. This is 
all the news at Stoneland. Mr Bale is very well and looks agreeably at Miss 
Leighton. 
George seems happy at Westminster. He bears the loss of you with great 
Fortitude, and I dare say he looks forward with pleasure for the Holy day 
when he will be his own Master in this place. Caroline is so alert that she 
rides before breakfast that she may attend Miss Leighton at Eleven in the 
Buggy.”
[Joseph Damer, of Milton Abbey, Dorset, married to Caroline, Lord George’s sister. 
He was created Baron Milton in 1762. His only daughter Caroline died in 1775, so 
Miss Damer must be some other relation. Dick Cumberland is the writer Richard 
Cumberland (1732-1811) who served with Lord George and was his great friend 
and supporter after the Minden crisis and wrote an important Memoir of him, 
vindicating his actions (see also Letter 656). His son Richard, an army captain, was 
to be married to Albinia, daughter of George Hobart, brother of John Hobart, Earl of 
Buckinghamshire. George and Caroline are, of course, Lord George’s children.]
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(16) 14 July 1784    An Account of Money Expended on My Lords Journey 
from Stoneland Lodge in Sussex to Mr Herbert Muckross in Ireland & from 
Muckross to Drayton from July 14 to September 18 1784 [includes a visit to 
Ardfert &c. It is in Gladwell’s hand so he probably accompanied Lord George and 
his younger children.]

[A selection of entries is given to show the route taken etc.]

July 16		  Paid the Bill at Oxford
		  Paid the Bill at Hop Pole Worcester
17		  Paid the Bill at the Hundred Houses
20		  Gave Lord Bateman’s Servants [i.e. Shobdon Court]
		  Paid the Bill at Brecknock
23		  Paid the Bill at Nirberth
		  Gave the man at the Ship
24		  Paid the Bill at Haberstone
25		  Gave the ship’s Crew
		  Gave the King’s Boatman at Waterford
		  Paid Capt. Williamson’s Bill for my Lord’s passage and 		
		  Custom House
26		  Gave the ringers at Waterford
		  Gave Slater, a poor soldier, late of 20th Regt.
		  Paid the Bill at the Royal Oak Waterford
		  Gave Lord Glandore’s Coachman
28		  Gave Lord Tyrone’s Postillions
29 		  Paid the Bill at Michaels Town
30		  Paid the Bill at Mill Street
Aug 2		  Paid for bringing the Chaise from Waterford to Muckross
5		  Paid Mr Pope’s Account for Post Horses
		  From Stoneland Lodge to Muckross
13		  Paid the Coachman’s Bill at Muckross
		  Paid for mending Miss Sackville’s trunk
		  [Various bills concerning staying at Muckross]
27		  Gave the Fransisken Fryers at Ardfert
29		  Gave Lord Glandore’s Grooms
30		  Paid the Bill at New Bridges
		  Paid Lord Glandore’s Coachman the Expenses for the 		
		  Horses going back to Ardfert
		  Paid for a saddle Horse from Ardfert to Limerick & back 		
		  again.
		  Paid the Ringers at Limerick
31		  Paid for post Horses from Limerick to Toomavas
Sept 1		  Paid the Bill at Munsterhaven
7		  Paid Wm. Pope for post Horses &c. from Toomavas to 		
		  Dublin
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11		  Gave an old Servant of the Duke of Dorset
		  Paid Mr Coffey for post Horses from Dublin to Mount 		
		  Kennedy
12		  Gave Genl. Cunninghan’s Coachman
13		  My Lord and the Chaises to the Sea side
		  Paid for a Boat for Mr Germain
15 		  Paid the Boatman for landing my Lord at Holyhead
		  Gave the Inspector of the Custom House
		  Paid Capt. Finnis’s Bill
		  Paid for my Lord’s Breakfast
		  Post Horses from Halfway House to Bangor Ferry
16		  Paid the Bill at the Inn at Bangor Ferry
17		  Paid the Bill at Llangollen
		  Paid for Sandwiches
18		  Paid the Bill at the Half House
		  Paid Wm. Pope’s Bill for post Horses from Mount Kennedy  
		  to Drayton

Rec’d of my Lord on Account					     398.6.4 
Expenditure on the Journey to Ireland and back to England	 371.13.9

Balance due to my Lord			    			   26.12.7
Balance paid to my Lord by me H Gladwell 

1785

(17) Feb  [Enclosure dated 26 Jan]   HG to P
“I have paid a years fee farm rent due to Dean & Chapter of Westminster 
issuing the Manor of Sudbury to Mr John Morest Receiver who lives in 
the little Cloysters Westminster Abbey, he always sent to my Lord’s House 
for that sum. 2 Feb 85 I paid Mr Gell the sum of £9 being one year’s fee 
farm rent due to Bishops of Lichfield & Coventry issuing out of Rector of 
Ringstead in this County but where Mr Gell lives I never knew as he always 
sent for the Money when it became due. This is the Money that you had 
so much trouble about in my late Lord’s lifetime. I am very sorry you have 
had so much trouble about the Letter of Attorney at the NRO and return 
you many thanks for what you have done. You are perfectly right I did not 
receive the half years divid. due Lady day Old SS Ann 1751. I remember 
very well when you & I looked over my Lords account when I was in Town 
we could not find any entry.”
[Fee farm rents derive from ancient manorial holdings. The Westminster rent derived 
from the manor of Sudborough, while that for Lichfield the manor of Ringstead. 
Receipts enclosed. The dividends were received from various investments, notably 
the South Sea Company and the New River Company (NRO being the New River 
Office).]
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(18) 15 Apr   Lord George Sackville, from Pall Mall, to Charles                                                                
“You do very right in acquainting me when you want money, when I 
can spare it you shall not be distressed for it. I send you a Bank note of 
Twenty Pounds, which I hope will do for the present. We are going on 
here as usual. Caroline is nursing a sore Throat which is not the better 
for having been last night at Le [Picques] benefit. Bess is almost [ayle], but 
she keeps her best contrast, at Fulham. I have bought several things from 
Lord Waldegrave for the House at Whitehall, and I hope soon to begin 
Cleaning it for your reception next year, My Comptts. to Arbuthnot.”                                                                                    
[The Whitehall house was presumably Lord George’s office. Charles Arbuthnot was 
an exact contemporary of Charles Sackville at Westminster and Oxford and lifelong 
friend. He held a number of government and diplomatic posts and was a member 
of parliament 1755-6. He became a close friend of the Duke of Wellington and his 
second wife was frequently a hostess for the Duke. In 1812 Arbuthnot purchased 
Woodford Lodge, within a few miles of Drayton, where Wellington was a often 
a visitor. After his wife’s death he lived mainly with the Duke at Apsley House, 
London, where he died in 1850.] 

(19) 4 May   Lord George Sackville, from Pall Mall, to Charles                                                    
“Your last letter arrived safe and I from day to day deferred answering it 
till I could tell you when I went out of Town. I can now say that I shall 
be at Drayton on Monday next the 9th of this month and the sooner you 
meet us there the better. Caroline has a bad cold, made worse by her 
going to Ranelagh last Friday since which time she has been restoring 
herself at home. Mr Sackville returned last night from Paris, where he left 
the Red Monk in high spirits and delight. The Duke of Dorset can fix no 
time for making us a visit, as he waits the event of war or peace between 
the Emperor and the Dutch. I have sent for Mark and I hope he will be at 
Drayton in good time. George is impatient to be gone. Herbert is upon a 
fishing party, and Bess attends, what a Bout for her.”   [Mr Sackville is Charles 
Sackville, Esqr. The identity of “The Red Monk” has not been established. Mark is 
Mark Dier, George, Charles’s younger brother and Herbert & Bess, the Herberts of 
Muckross.]

(20) 17 Jun   Lord George Sackville, from Pall Mall, to Charles                                                        
“I thank you for your letter, when you write to me direct to Pall Mall 
and it will find me wherever I may be. When I settle at Stoneland I know 
not. These Irish Propositions are still depending on the House of Lords 
and when they will be finished I cannot guess, but for the sake of a little 
Country air I shall visit Stoneland tomorrow and return hither on Tuesday 
and in about a week after needs I trust, I shall take my leave of this Town. 
The Herberts find the happiness of celebrating and eating several Pike. I 
told them their Equipage and attendance were subject of Conversation 
at Oxford, Poets tangled, but Herbert thought I had invented the Story 
and rather look’d grave, which diverted us all and we all agreed that his 
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manner of travelling was rather particular. Caroline has taken leave of her 
Cough and by a proper quantity of sleep and she begins to recover her 
former Comfortable weight. I shall make your Compliments to your two 
Horses and shall not do either of them the favour to ride them. You will 
give your order when they are to be deprived of their Liberty and sweated 
with Cloths &c &c to make them look sleek and in what is called fine order. 
Miss C Leighton honours Caroline with her Company to Stoneland when 
we settle there, in the mean while she lives in Berkeley Square at Miss 
Corbetts, her sister in one apartment and she in the other, they only meet at 
Dinner to quarrel, each orders what she likes without Communication with 
the other; what a family! Your House at Whitehall is preparing for you, so 
many repairs are wanting that you must not be surpris’d if you hear that 
I am ruin’d. The Red Monk is at last gone to Withyham. G Damer went to 
the Cricket Match at Peckham and was much entertained with seeing Old 
Cumberland directing all the players and Charles acting first part of the 
Game, but unfortunately Tunbridge lost the match, and the only Comfort 
the father had, was that his Boy had done his Duty. We have had a little 
rioting about the tax on Shops and Maid Servants. Mr Pitt was hissed and 
pursued in going to and from the House of Commons and in the Evening 
the Guards were sent out to disperse the Mob collected about his house, 
even Mr Pitt must share the fate of all Ministers in this Country, and submit 
to be for a time unpopular.
The Prince of Wales has given a magnificent Ball and is now wise 
enough to go to Court and behave with seeming propriety to his father.”                                                                            
[Lord George was having the Whitehall house repaired for Charles’s accommodation. 
G Damer is George Damer, son of Joseph Damer of Milton Abbey.]

(21) 5 Aug   William Bush [P's assistant] Brook St to HG
“Mr Boodle being obliged to go out of Town on business I have paid the 
Excise Office his Lordship’s Servants Tax amounting with the Stamp 
to £16.10.11 and inclose you their Receipt, and shall be obliged to you at 
your leisure to send me a Draft for that sum. I thought that those who 
had postponed the payment of the Tax would not be obliged to pay more 
than would make up the payment to the time the New Act takes place, 
and be saved the trouble of receiving back the over payment, but I find it 
is not so, as every one must pay the full Tax as usual, and receive back the 
overpayment from the Excise Office in the manner mentioned in the New 
Act.”

(22) 5 Aug   Excise Office, London
[Receipt from Visc. Sackville for £16.10s.9d for 15 Male Servants.]

[26 August  Lord George Sackville, having suffered illness for some 
months, dies suddenly at Stoneland. From here onwards his son Charles 
will be referred to as Lord Sackville.]
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[The following undated letters must be after August as they refer to “my late Lord” 
&c.] 

(23) [With it another draft by HG referring to “yours dated the 14 Instant”]
“I was favoured with yours dated the 14 Instant and am extremely sorry 
you have had so much trouble, and that you find my late Lord’s affairs in 
not so regular a form as you could wish but I hope for the future you will 
not have any cause of complaint, for I shall be extremely happy to follow 
any plan that you may chose to adopt for the executing what is to be done 
here for the future. It is very unlucky for me to have come under a person 
of Mr Yorkes character, pardon me for taken up so much of your time But 
one thing more, excuse me for saying, and that is you shall always find me 
honest and faithfull to the trust reposed in me. 
I have sent you my accounts, I hope you will find them right, if they are not 
according to your order of keeping your accounts will you be so good as to 
give Mr Bush leave at his leisure hours to put them in the way you chose in 
future should keep them, & I will satisfy him for his trouble.
Mr Leoni in Portland Street used to receive the Rent of my Lords stables 
belonging to Mr. Message but at present he does not, where the person 
now lives that receives it I am not certain, as he used to send for the Money 
when it became due soon after Christmas. I make no doubt Mr Leoni can 
inform you where to find him. I have paid the Land Tax for the Stables. [A 
section much scored through.] I am glad you will not consent to any Farming 
going on here at first. I was made to understand the stock of Deer was to be 
reduced, which I have done.” [The stables were in the Haymarket.]

(24) [Another sheet with this with a further draft from HG to P]
“Mrs. Box of Thrapston has applied to me to pay her her Annuity that used 
to be paid her by my late Ld. but I told her I could not pay it without your 
order. I find Mr. Yorke continued it, he said by my present Lords consent. 
You have ordered me to pay the Carriers Bill but as that sum will leave me 
almost without Money, I shall let it stand longer. My Lord has paid me the 
£50 he had of me. I intend to go to Town as soon as I can after my Lord has 
been here at Easter when I hope to recd. all the dues that are due to Lady 
Day & receive your commands on a future plan of going on here. I will send 
my Rect. to Messrs. Drummonds for the Money I paid for Mr Germain’s 
Horse by next Post. My wife begs her most respectful Compliments to you.”
[Drummonds & Co. were one of the chief bankers in London, widely used by the 
aristocracy.]

(25) [On the reverse another partial draft]
“…& other stock bought to replace them. My Lord asked to have a few Black 
cattle in the Park, but I am glad that you have ordered me to take in joist 
stock as then we shall know exactly what we are doing. I will immediately 
adopt your plan and get what number of cattle the Park will bear. I am in 
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hopes I shall have about four score sheep very soon at about 2d or 2 1/2d 
a head pr week. The Audits used to be held as soon as convenient after 
Brigstock Fair, which is held the 25 of April and the other the 22 November. 
The Woods are looked after & set out by Mr Newton, the sales are generally 
the beginning of Novr. I understand last years sale was about £132.18.10.”
[Brigstock Fair was an important cattle selling fair at this time. William Newton 
(1773-1840) was a tenant. He was also a land surveyor. He made a fine survey 
map of the estare in 1796 and would eventually take over the position of bailiff after 
Gladwell’s death. Joist stock are animals not owned by the estate but borrowed from 
elsewhere.] 

(26) 9 October   [Mrs] E. Patience, from Ipswich. 
"My dear Bro’r & Sister, I first beg you will Except my love, with my best 
wishes for your Injoyment of a Perfect State of Health and Happiness, 
believe me my Dr Bro’r your Choice was my wish when I Rec’d your letter 
it gave me Pleasure, when I was last in Town her meeting me was like a 
friend & Sister with Open Arms, it was Not unobserved by me, you have 
My Dr Bro’r many blessings and may the almighty send you an Equal Share 
of Happiness & Comfort with them. I make no Dought but Ld Sackville 
Died as you Expressed to me a Truly good man, it shows he was fortified & 
Ready to meet his Reward.
Now my Dears I must tell you Respecting Harriet, had you but seen her, 
when I Read the Part of the letter Mrs Gladwell, She Stood all Astonishment 
Expressed the words, thank god I have an Aunt and seemed filled with 
Extasy & joy, She said she thought her Unlce was going to marry but she 
Could not guess who it Could be  too, but there was Not any oine She 
Could have liked better for an Aunt, Says She Shall think it a year till the 
Spring, hope you will meet with no Object to Deprive me of the Happiness 
in seeing you both in Ipswich at the time you have fixed. I think you Great 
Honour & Attention Pay’d you at Stoneland the thought of it Pleased me, I 
wished myself there. I hope your being Steward for Drayton Estates will not 
with draw you intirely from town. Mr Patience will be in London within a 
fortnight, he Purposes to go and Return by the Mail Coach as his Business 
is, he Cannot Stay more than two days or three at most. Now how happy it 
would appear to me, if I Could accompany him to meet you both, and give 
you joy but that I must not think of, as it would be Attended with a great 
expence so I must Send it and beg you will Except it that way.”                                 
[This is Gladwell’s sister and a possible identification is Elizabeth. the wife of 
William Patience of Ipswich, barber & peruke maker. He goes to London on business 
presumably to get materials etc. These two letters would appear to be written on the 
same day, the second after receiving HG’s letter with the news of his marriage to 
Ann Love.]
 
(27) 9 Oct   Mrs E.Patience to HG
"Your letter My Dear Bro’r. I Rec’d Dated Sepr 21, Harriet Rec’d her Aunts 
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on the 26 with her kind Present of a gown, wich She was Not a little Pleased 
at. She thinks her Self Highly in her Aunt’s favour to Receiv’d a letter from 
her and a Present withal. I told her it was showing her a great Respect. I 
hoped she would be a good Girl and Deserve her favours, and indeed She 
is so. You do me a great favour in Paying for Harriet’s Schooling for three 
years to come, I hope she will be mindfull & there shall be Every Attention 
Pay’d Respecting it. It was Remarkable that Harriet Rec’d her Aunts Present 
on her Birth Night and Commenced in her Teens. She will send her Aunt an 
answer to her kind letter by Mr. Partington when she comes to town, hope 
her Aunt will over look the faults, as it will be her first.
Now Respecting the gown washing. I Could but [mistake] Harriet must 
mean, the Callindring wich to be Pure makes them look Exceedingly well, 
but that I am a stranger & its very Sildom I have one done, as I think it 
very much weakens the Cloth. I always have three wash’d at home but they 
Starch them or Stiffin them but with what I cannot tell, but Harriet did Not 
know but what they was done at home. I never had but two done that way, 
they look exceedingly well so they will mangle & if an Iron is Run’d over 
them afterwards. I hope this will meet you both well as it leaves our family 
in general, Except my poor Sister Cole who has been Very Ill but thank god 
She is now I hope out of Danger if no Relaps. My father and mother Desired 
to be Kindly Remembered to both you and they Shall be Heartily glad to 
see you in Suffolk. My Brother Suter slept at our house last night desired me 
to tell you he wish’d you joy and that he would do himself the Pleasure to 
call on you when he came to town. They are pulling down Tendering Hall 
Intirely, they are going to Build a ver Noble Seat, they tell me it will be two 
years before its finished. I think I Shall tried your Patience in Reading so 
long an Epistle. Pray give my love to Mrs. E Love. I shall be Happy to see 
her one of the Party when you come into Suffolk. My Compts to Mr & Mrs 
Thos. &c. Harriet begs to be Rememb’d to them all and hopes you and her 
aunt will Except her Duty and thanks, bessey begs I will not forget to give 
her Love to Mr & Mrs Gladwell and she will come to London and see them, 
for they shall be her uncle and aunt as much as Harriets, they often have a 
Dialogue. I hope you will not be out of town when Mr Patience Come up. I 
beg my dear Bro’ and Sister you will Except my love, and give me leave to 
Subscribe my Self your Affect’t Sister.
Mr Patience desires to be kindly Remembered to you and Mrs Gladwell & 
Mrs Love.”

(28) 11 October   Zach Meads from Buckingham				  
“yours I Rec’d ye first instant and ham glad you are well but you have not 
Sent me my Lords Christen name as should have been for when I paid 
the Fee farm and Quit Rents when the late Lords Came first to the Estate 
the carg’d me with a lination fee and their Lordships names which must 
be paid by the 21 of Nov’r next and I ham tould my Lord Left all his old 
Servents a Legesey and if it be so I hope is Lordship did not for get me has I 
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Sarved is Lordship 30 years and upwards if is Lordship should have for got 
me I hope you will Communicate this withn my Duty to my present Lord 
that I may not be for gotten throu a mistake all from Sir your most Humbe 
Servant za: meads
NoB Sr I having so much trouble to get judgis last Rent for their Lordships I 
have now Saved upon a hay Cock for this haf year for I desire that my Lords 
may not be cheated or deceived whilst I have the Honour of sarvin their 
Lordships.”
[Judge, one of the tenants] 

(29) 17 October   [Caroline] Sackville, from Shobdon Court, to Mrs Gladwell [The 
cover is marked “London October Twenty First”.]
“I wish you would tell Gladwell that I should be obliged to him if he would 
send Neddy here. I should think it might come by the Waggon but I must 
trouble him to find out the best means of conveying it to me. If Mark has 
got my old Saddle at Drayton I should be obliged to Gladwell if he could 
pay him the price that it is worth & send it with the Horse. When Gladwell 
has settled how it is to go, you must be so good as to let me know whether I 
am to send to meet it any where, & if I am, on what day.
I am sure you will be glad to hear that Ly. Bateman behaves to me in the 
kindest manner, imaginable. She seems very anxious to be in some measure 
the means of repairing the loss I have sustained, & I have accepted of an 
invitation she has made me to reside constantly with her. It would give me 
great pleasure to hear that you are perfectly happy at Drayton. Tell Molly 
Thomas that I hope she is so too & that Thomas is in better state of health 
than he was.
Lady Bateman was very much pleased to hear that Gladwell & you were 
married, & hopes you may both enjoy as much undisturbed happiness as is 
wished you by Your Sincere Friend, C. Sackville”
[Caroline has been put into the care of her aunt, Lady Bateman at Shobdon.]

(30) 19 October   Ditto. [Cover marked Lond October Twenty Second]
“Since I wrote to you last Lord Bateman has informed me that if Neddy 
is sent to Worcester it can be conveyed here from thence by the Leimster 
Waggon, but you must be good as to let me hear on what day it will arrive 
at Worcester.
Mr & Mrs Herbert are now at Clapham having their Children inocculated 
& when that is over we expect them here. I do not go to Town till March, & 
by that time I think both you & me will be quite rusticated.”

(31) [Undated but must be about this date.] [From Partington giving directions 
as to how bills should be paid and it would seem copied to both Daniel Yorke 
and Gladwell. It demonstrates that Partington was already acting for Charles’s 
Trustees.]
“The rents to be received as usual.
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Mr Yorke to pay all the Wages & Board Wages from Mr Gladwell to the 
lowest labourer. Mr Gladwell Accs are I suppose to commence from 
Michaelmas.
My Plan is to keep the Trust Account and the Executrs. quite separate and 
therefore I desire you will pay the Servants, Legacies and take from them 
Recs. In the same way I have done for the rest. £5 under £20 and £10 above 
£20.
Mr Yorke to send a list of Servants & to what they are entitled. Mr P will 
either send you the exact sum their Legacies amount in Bank Post Bills or 
you shall draw upon Mr P.
I think I talked this matter over with Mr G.
I have paid all the Legacies the Funeral and some other things by Draft 
on Lord Sackville’s Banker in whose hands there was a considerable sum 
which I consider as the Fund to discharge the Executrs. Accounts great part 
of which has be paid by Mr Gladwell to whom I have likewise by Drafts on 
the Bankers Money on Acct. and I presume he has paid every thing relative 
to the Executorship I shall hope soon to receive his Acct.
Mr Yorke to make up a General Acc. with the Trustees should Mr Gladwell 
have had any Money from Mr Yorke.
I beg he will let me know what it was for because if to pay any thing on the 
Executorship Acc. I will instantly remit to you (Mr Yorke) otherwise I fear 
we shall run into great confusion.
I should apprehend that for the future you (Mr Yorke) will pay every thing 
at Drayton if not but that Mr Gladwell must have Money. I then beg he may 
before you make up your Acc. with the Trustees always make up his with 
you and that nothing may be introduced into it but what relates to Drayton 
and the establishment there.” 

(32) 7 Nov   P to HG
“The Duke of Dorset will not go to Paris until after the seventeenth and 
until his Grace is gone I cannot come to Drayton, therefore have written to 
Lord Sackville to put off the Appointment we had made of meeting there 
next Friday, and told his Lordship that I will let him know when the Duke 
is gone and will then fix such time as will be agreeable to him I have also 
told his Lordship that I wished you might come to Town. There are several 
Things to be attended to and finished, particularly the two Houses, the 
Repairs of one, and the Disposal of the lease and Furniture of the other, 
besides your Account (which is the bulk of the Executorship account) 
should be drawn out and settled, and can be done no where so well as here. 
I apprehend also that now you may receive some of the Dividends. Last 
Week a Plumber called upon me to be paid some Money on account of the 
Work at Whitehall and brought a Letter from you, & I told him I never paid 
money without knowing what it was for, but that if the Surveyor Person 
who had the Care of the Work would let me have a State of the Work and 
the Tradesmen’s Accounts they should all be paid but I understood there 
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was no such Person, which surprises me. I thought it necessary to go to the 
House myself, where I found every Tradesman was doing as he pleased, 
that they work from no written directions nor is there any Surveyor or any 
one of the Tradesmen who act in that Capacity. Mr Gabb said he (and Mr 
Snow I think) had directions from Lord Sackville, but he could not shew 
them to me. I therefore ordered that every Bill should be made out to this 
time that I should see what directions had been given and that an account 
should be drawn out of what remained to be done.
I think much more Work might have been done in the time. The Workmen 
seem to have lost the best part of the Season and this I am sure is not a 
proper Season to repair Houses. As no one knows more about the Repairs of 
this House than you do, upon that account alone you should come to Town; 
for my own part I cannot employ my time in looking after the Repairs of 
this house and disposing of the other. I told you that you occasionally must 
come to Town, and there cannot be a better time when you can be more 
Useful. You seemed anxious to go to Drayton and as Lord Sackville thought 
he should immediately go himself I said nothing to prevent you going, tho’ 
according to my own Opinion you ought not to have gone from London 
until everything had been settled and disposed of here and that you had 
made up and settled all your Accounts.”
[The Duke of Dorset, is John Frederick Sackville, 3rd Duke. The two houses are 
the London houses, Pall Mall and Whitehall. Gabb was the mason and Snow the 
plasterer working on the Whitehall house.]

(33) 12 Nov   HG to P
“I was extremely sorry to find by a Letter from you to Mr Yorke that we are 
not to have the pleasure of your company at Drayton, as I flattered myself I 
should have been able to have shown you a little good coursing.
I was in hopes to have had the honour of seeing my Lord here, but his 
Lordship is not as yet arrived.
Since I have been here I have not interfered with Mr Yorke’s Account, he 
has paid every thing as usual, I have only had my eye that there is no 
extravagancies going on, & I flatter myself we are doing right. We have 
sold all the stock that was to be parted with, except some Cart Horses that 
were kept for the Farming Business. I kept them longer than I should have 
done, as I wanted to compleat the new Road leading from Drayton to the 
Turnpike Road to Thrapston, which you must remember used to be very 
bad, if you will now honor us with your company, I flatter myself it will 
meet with your approbation.
I had some conversation with Mr Yorke to day about the stock of Cattle that 
is to be in the Park and Grounds for the future, he said he wished to stay 
till he saw my Lord or you, before he bought any. Since I have been here I 
have had from Mr Yorke £61 on Acc. which should not have had occasion 
for, had not my Lord wanted twenty pounds, and Mr Sackville ten Guineas 
(part of a Bill for Books sent to Drayton) when he was here for a day or 
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two to regulate some Books in the new Library, and his two Bills I paid at 
Thrapston, on late Lords Account. In your letter to Mr Yorke you said you 
was in hopes to have my Account soon. If it is agreeable to you, I should 
gladly stay till next Month before I make them up, as Mrs Thomas is from 
home and I am afraid will not return under a fortnight or three weeks at 
soonest, she has got the Housekeeping Book locked up which contains one 
article I must look at before I can finally settle my Account with you. As 
soon as Mrs Thomas returns to Drayton, if I can, I intend to go to Town 
upon some Business of my own, and then I will take my Account with me, 
and wait upon you or Mr Boodle with them. I hope you enjoy a good state 
of health.”
[The new road to Thrapston is an old trackway which ran across the open fields 
of Islip before the enclosure in 1800. It still exists. The new library is the Library 
which had been fitted up in 1782 in the Long Gallery at the top of the house. Mr 
Sackville is again “Charles Sackville Esquire”, who is known to have been a book 
collector (see Appendix B.)]

(34) 18 Nov   P, from Brook Street, to HG                                                                           
“I was duly favoured with both your Letters, the last of which I will answer 
first by inclosing Sir Benjn. Thompson’s Letter, & telling you that neither Mr 
Boodle nor I from the nature of our respective engagements can possibly 
take any charge of or have any concern with his affairs.
I was sorry I could not meet Lord Sackville at Drayton but it was impossible 
as the Duke of Dorset was & still is here. I would not have you trouble 
yourself to give me any account of what you do at Drayton. I shall receive 
it from Mr Yorke, and I hope what you have done is by his order and that 
you will do nothing without his direction. I desire that in making up your 
Account with the Executors you will give me credit for the £61 which I 
will pay to Mr Yorke unless you can repay him, if you call on him he will 
explain what I mean.
I have this instant heard Lord Sackville has been at Drayton & I hope now 
you will come up to Town. To induce you to do it immediately I send you 
a Letter I had written to you on the 7th of Novr. but I did not send it hoping 
I might come & fetch you. In addition to my reasons contained in it I must 
say it is absolutely necessary that the House in Pall Mall should be cleared 
of Books & Papers, and every thing else which is not to be let with it, and I 
understand there are several little Bills for Taxes outstanding, but the most 
urgent Business is to look after the House and Workmen at Whitehall.
I have staid in Town & neglected my Family and Sussex Business so long 
that I must go home within ten days from this time, and shall there remain 
until after Christmas, and as to Mr Boodle I must beg leave to explain to 
you that he can have nothing to do with my Accounts. They are what I 
always look to & settle myself.”
[Sir Benjamin Thompson (1753-1814) was an American born physicist; he was a 
great supporter of the British cause and fled and joined them becoming Lt. General 
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of the King’s American Dragoons; he was an important advisor to Lord George. 
Certain personal papers must have been in Lord George’s possession.]

(35) 27 November   HG, from London, to Lady Glandore
“Mr Partington informs me by my late Lord’s will your Ladyship is to have 
one Moiety of £300 Consols paid to you on order as issuing out of the Exch. 
As I used to receive it from that Office half yearly for my Lord and Lady 
Bateman. Mr P wishes me to continue so to do and pay £75 half yearly to 
your Ladyship & £75 to Lady Bateman. There is half a year due last Michs. 
which I will receive & pay to your Ladyships order. Mr Partington told me 
he would send your Ladyship the form of the Rect. Your Ladyship is to give 
me for the Money. There are several things at Pall Mall House belonging to 
Lord Glandore which should be glad know what his Lordship would like 
to have done with them. Your Ladyship will see the Inventory of them at 
the end of my Letter. Most likely when your Ladyship writes me I shall be 
at Drayton, as I am settled there with my present Lord, and only come to 
London once or twice a year occasionally. Your Ladyship will be so good as 
to direct to me there. I am now in Town for a few days upon Business and 
shall return to Drayton the latter end of the week, but I intend to be here 
again about April. I shall lodge your Ladys money in Messrs. Drummonds 
hands, and can send drafts from Drayton if your Ladyship should like to 
have it paid to any other Banker on your Ladyships Account or let it remain 
at Messrs Drummonds till I come to London in April and then pay it to your 
Ladyships order. I saw Mr Germain this Afternoon & I have the pleasure to 
inform your Lads he is in perfect good health, he desired his kind love to 
your Ladyship & Lord Glandore.
I beg your Ladyship will do me the honor to present my humble duty to 
my good friend Lord Glandore. My wife begs to join in the same to your 
Ladyship wishing you both health & happiness and long continue to enjoy 
that greatest blessing.”

P.S. Inventory of things belonging to the Earl of Glandore at Pall Mall House
1 Large Bookcase Contents unknown
1 letter Press
1 Small corner Cupboard
1 Press contents unknown
1 Mahogany Bureau
1 Table with Green Cloth
2 Pembroke Tables
1 Small Writing Desk
1 Great Arm Chair
1 Picture full length Lady Glandore
2 Large Landscapes

[Also enclosed a pencil list of the same items. The full-length portrait of Lady 
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Glandore may well be the splendid Reynolds, now in the Huntington Art Gallery, 
California, whence it came from Ardfert.]

(36) 28 Nov   [Endorsed by HG]   The form of Lady Glandore’s Rc. to be given to 
me for her ½ Years Exchequer Ann. and some Memor. from Mr Partington
“Received this    day of November/May 17    of Thomas Walley Partington 
Esquire a Trustee named in the Will of my late Father George Lord Viscount 
Sackville deceased by the hands of Mr. Henry Gladwell the sum of Seventy 
five pounds being the Moiety of half a year’s Exchequer Annuity of three 
hundred pounds a year due at Michaelmas/Lady Day last the Moiety of 
which same annuity is given by my said Father’s will In Trust for me, I say 
received by me
NB. The above receipt being written on a 4 Stamp and signed by Lady 
Glandore – Mr Gladwell may pay the £75 (part of the £150 which he will 
receive half yearly) to the order of the Countess of Glandore as he shall 
from time to time receive the Annuity

[In Gladwell’s hand]

Memom. If Mr Partington is not in Town at the time I receive the Interest 
of the 22,880 and the interest of the 3100 SSH I am to pay it to Messrs. 
Drummonds to Mr Partington’s Account, and take his Rect. Not as one of 
the Executors but as his private Acct. & if in Town to pay it to him.”
[These are investments which Gladwell is managing for Lady Glandore. The 
Exchequer annuity is in Government Bonds. SSH refers to investments at South 
Sea House. In the Drayton Archive there are a series of receipt books for the payment 
of this and other annuities running fron 1770 – 1785, an indication of the trust the 
family had in Gladwell’s abilities.]

(37) 15 December   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“I really expected that you would have given me the satisfaction of knowing 
that you was got safe to Drayton, and had delivered Mr Yorke the £900. I am 
certain no accident can have happened or I must have heard before now, 
yet it is really very irregular and I trust that you will let me hear from you 
immediately. If Mr Yorke has written to me his Letter has miscarried for I 
have received none since you went.
I understood from you that you would pay the King’s Rent for Whitehall 
House before you left Town but the Receiver called me and I have paid him.
If you remember in last Spring or the Summer it was settled by Lord 
Sackville that the new Window Duty having been paid for the London and 
Drayton House, none should be paid for Stoneland, and I perfectly well 
remember it was said (and I think in your presence) that care must be taken 
that Stoneland House was not charged. Whether it slipt your memory to 
send or speak about it, Whether it is a neglect of Tom Bennett in not telling 
the assessor, or to what cause it is owing I cannot tell, but the Parish of 
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Withyham is returned in arrear £5-18-9 for Lord Sackville’s House; the 
payment of which is refused: the consequence would have been Exchequer 
Processes much trouble and great expence if the Receiver General had not 
been a particular Friend of mine and given me notice. I will therefore pay it, 
or direct it to be paid but it is actually so much Money thrown away I could 
not therefore avoid telling you of it because I am persuaded you must have 
told Tom Bennett to speak to the Assessor not to assess the House for after 
it was assessed and given in Charge to the Collector it must be paid.”
[Thomas Bennett is the Steward at Stoneland; married to Elizabeth Jenner in 1784. 
Gladwell buys some investments for her in 1785.] 

(38) 17 Dec   Lady Glandore, from Ardfert, to HG
"You cannot imagine Gladwell how much pleased I was with your Letter 
where you express so much anxiety for our health & happiness. I am very 
glad you are to receive the Annuity left me by my much lamented Father 
as I can speak to you on the subject of my own little affairs, First then you 
know that I was as extravagant a fine Lady as any in the world, but now 
being grown a good domestic wife I wish to clear my debts & never run 
out again for which purpose I will pay all my bills before I allow myself 
to touch a farthing of the Annuity, so now my good Gladwell here is more 
trouble for you but I know you will never grudge it when bestowed on my 
account. As it will take some time before all my trades people are paid I 
must give you a list of those that are most distressed for their money & who 
have wrote me the most pressing Letters, consequently I wish to have them 
paid out of the money you tell me you have lodged in Drummond’s hand.

Beauvais Milliner in Jermyn St		  27.8.9
Mr Diestrichier Habit maker		  26.0.0
No 12 Rathbone Place, Oxford St
Mrs Shingler Mantua maker		  20.0.0

Perhaps there may be some odd shillings to the bills of the two latter which 
however you will be so good to pay & send me their receipts. Now Gladwell 
my difficulties end not here. I enclose you an overgrown bill from Butler, 
by the by, I think the Interest he claims monstrous. Would you have the 
goodness to write to him & promise him from me £50 next March in part 
of payment & the remainder as soon as I can get it; try to satisfy him by 
this assurance & do not delay writing to him, so that you see the next ½ 
year which you tell me will be due in March must go in paying him £50.10s, 
Robinson our fine hair dresser £20, & if I can, a little bill of £3 owing to 
Barrow Powell & Brace Milliners in St James St. You will be so good to 
deduct for yourself the two Guineas a year my poor Mother used to give 
you & assure yourself of my sincere thanks for all the trouble you will I 
know take about my business.
Give my Love to your wife she is a good creature & you a faithful swain, 
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tell her I don’t doubt she has added a few yards of pink ribband to her Cap 
for she was always famous for that colour, tell her also I wanted her very 
much last winter to read to me & nurse me for I was desperately ill.
As I know you will be very willing to oblige me I should take it as a favour 
if you would buy me two Guineas worth of foil, for as work is my great 
amusement in the Country I hate to be out of materials, you will get them 
at a little shop the corner of Leicester fields, you may write for them & send 
them to me. The colours I want are  two shades of red, a fine bright lilac & 
some Gold, they are sold in sheets at 16 pence pr. sheet, get as many as you 
can for the money & have them pasted with paper at the back as that makes 
them better for the work & then send them in covers to me as soon as you 
can. Mrs Love (I beg Pardon) Mrs Gladwell will tell you I dare say the name 
of the Man as far as I believe often employs him. I beg of you to advance the 
Money & send it for as I have a bill there which I cannot yet pay I should 
not chuse to have my name mentioned.
Ld. G: bids me tell you he will write to you soon but wishes to know whether 
the house in Pall Mall is to be let as if not our things may still remain there.
This is a sad scrawl I do not know whether you will make it out. I enclose 
the receipt for the money shall I send another in March?”
[The reference to the purchase of foil relates to decoration that Lady Glandore did at 
Ardfert House. A visit is recorded by Lady Carlow to “a sweet little place” with a 
dressing room “hung with white paper, to which she has made a border of pink silk, 
with white and gold flowers stuck upon it, and hung the room with Mr Bunbury’s 
beautiful prints, the window curtains are pink pale linen with white silk fringe …
it does not sound well but it has a very pretty effect, especially for a little room.”1]

(39) 17 Dec   Lady Glandore
Receipt for £75 being part of annuity, in the form which Partington 
instructed. [see letter 35 above.]

(40) 17 Dec   HG to P
“I am extremely sorry you think me neglectful in not acquainting you by 
Tuesday post that I paid Mr Yorke the £900 you instructed me with to pay to 
him, which I did on Monday morning last. I tell you my reason for I hope it 
will plead some excuse in my favour. As I intended to send you a Does the 
middle of the week, I thought my embracing that opportunity of sending 
my Letter would save the Postage of a double Letter to Town, but for the 
future I will always take the earliest opportunity of given you an answer 
to any commands you may have for me. I hope you received the Venison 
yesterday, with my Letter in the same Basket. I remember you asked me 
when I was in Town whether the Kings Rent for the White Hall House used 
to be paid but I did not understand that I was to pay it. I am very sorry you 

1	 Quoted in Patricia McCarthy, Life in the Country House in Georgian Ireland, Yale 
U.P. 2016, p.192
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have had any trouble about it or if you wish I should pay it for the future. I 
will take particular care it shall be done. It is very surprising to me that the 
Officers should assess the new window Tax for Stoneland Lodge as my Lord 
had given orders that Drayton & his Lordships House in London, should 
be paid for, having the most Windows. I not only told Mr. Thos. Bennett 
this, but likewise Mr Waghorn, who is the collector of the Tax in Withyham 
Parish, that my Lord for the future would pay for those two Houses and not 
for Stoneland Lodge, consequently it was not to be Assessed.”

1786

(41) Undated Jan 1786   G. Damer, from Buckden, to HG
“I should be glad to Course about Drayton on Tuesday next, & should 
be much obliged to you if you would acquaint the Keeper accordingly. 
I purpose breakfasting at Thrapston with some Gentlemen from this 
side of the County & will meet Bird at the Turnpike at half after ten on 
Tuesday. I hear Mr Germain is to be at Drayton tomorrow, I hope we shall 
meet & pray tell him we meet at Covington on Wednesday 1/2 after nine 
(Ld. Fitzwilliams Hounds) if he has a mind to return here with me after 
Coursing or Hunting I shall be glad of his Company: I am at the George Inn 
& at present alone. The farther we can find Hares in the Park the better.”
[Endorsed by HG]
“I had the honour of receiving yours this day and in consequence I have 
given orders to the Keeper to attend you a Coursing at half after ten 
o’Clock Tuesday morning. Mr Germain left this the 28 of Jan and by a 
Letter I received by Thursdays Post, I was informed he was then with Lord 
Sackville in Hampshire.”

(42) Undated 1786   Rev.& Mrs Etough Lowick Thursday Afternoon                                                                      
“Mr & Mrs Etough present their Compliments to Mr. & Mrs. Gladwell & 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & shall be happy to have the pleasure of their Company 
to Dinner To-Morrow at Three O’Clock.”                                                                    
[Rev. Henry Etough (1756-1795), Rector of Lowick from 1779 until his death in 
1795. See Letter 393]  

(43) [Undated, but a slip inside says: “My Letter to Mr Partington in 1786”, in 
HG's hand]
"I was this day favoured with yours dated 23 Instant, and am much obliged 
to you for the great attention you have paid to my Acct. I lately sent to you, 
& I am extremely sorry I have given you so much trouble, but when I have 
the pleasure of seeing you next, I hope I shall receive such instructions that 
will prevent my being so troublesome for the future. I was very doubtful 
when I sent my Accounts from home whether I had stated them right but 
when I go to Town I will make any alterations and follow any plan that you 
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shall lay down for me to go by. I do not know how I came to ommit sending 
Lord Sackville's Voucher for £100 I paid his Lordship the 29 of August & 
Thos. Bennets for £20. I remember I had them but a very short time before 
I returned those I sent to you, but by some mistake I had laid them out 
of my hand into another Book. As to Miss Sackville £50 I paid her the 29 
of August I took no Rect. of that. In my late Lords life time I never took 
any Receipts from her when I paid her Money on Account of housekeeping 
and that being the first payment I made to her after his Lordships decease, 
in the hurry & confusion then, I took no Receipt from her for it, but Miss 
Sackville has Enterd it in the Housekeeping Accounts & I make not the least 
doubt she will remember Receiving of it from me. When I go to Town I will 
beg of her to give a Receipt. As you have been so good as to explain to me 
how I am to receive my Sallery for receiving Lady Glandores Acct. I will 
charge it to her Ladyships Account up to Lady day last.  Lady Glandore has 
sent me her Rec. for 1/2 a years Ann. due last Michaelmas, which I am to 
appropriate to her use in paying of Bills for her Ladyship when I am next in 
Town.
The £2.2.8 is one years Fee Farm rent due to the Dean & Chapter of 
Westminster issuing out of the Manor of Sudbury in this County, I paid Mr 
Morest the Receiver the 26 of Jany. 1785 due to Michaelmas 1784. No day is 
yet fixed for my Lords coming here, but when his Lordship left this he told 
me he should certainly be here at Easter.
I have nothing more of the stock remaining by to be disposed of this year. 
I have agreed to take in a hundred sheep to graze in the park for one year 
from old Lady day 86 to old Lady day 87, the owner to find shepherd 
and to pay £33.15 pr. Ann. I hope what I have done will meet with your 
approbation.
Here are some Bills outstanding that Mr Yorke told me, before his decease, 
were to be paid half yearly at the Audits. I think it proper to acquaint 
you what they are: one in particular surprised me very much as I did not 
know of any being there till the other day but what I had ordered since I 
have been here, that is Mr Squires for Coals & deals &c from Jany. 1785 to 
Dec 3 and should have been paid last Audit: £97.15, as well as Mr Wright 
Carrier from July 21’85 - 58.5.6. Others are but small, Mr Knight for Oats &c 
about 15.6. Would you like to let these stand to the next Audit or can I now 
Reserve Money from Mr Yorke to pay them; if not do you like to let them ....” 
[This seems incomplete.] 

(44) 7 Jan   HG to P                                                                                                                
“I hope you do not think me neglectful in not writing to you by the last 
post to acquaint you of the Melloncholy news of the Death of Mr Yorke, 
which I should have done had my Lord who was just going to set out for 
Lord Fitzwilliams. His Lordship wrote only two or three lines to you as the 
post was gone from Thrapston and sent an express after him which found 
him in Kimbolton. I am extremely sorry to say he died very suddenly last 
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Thursday Morning between nine and ten o’Clock, he appeared as well as 
usual when he got up, took his walk into the Garden for a short time, came 
back to his Office sat himself down in his Chair, lean’d his head upon his 
hand and in that position was found when his servant went to call him 
to breakfast. I was with him for near two hours the day before his death, 
he then was as well as I had seen him for a long time, laugh’d and talked 
of many things, he told me he had wrote to you very lately and desired 
me to sign the writings for Mr Stuart’s Estate which he told me was finally 
settled.” [Daniel Yorke, the Thrapston attorney, must have died on the 5th or 6th of 
January. He was buried at Thrapston on the 12th.]

[Part of another draft, with some sections scored through]
“Wm. Callaway my Lords late Porter has wrote to me this post to acquaint 
me he has paid the man that takes care of the White Hall House continually 
his weekly Allowance 9s pr. week and other things which amounts to 
upwards of Twenty pounds, and there is some Money due to the Maid that 
was in my Lords House in Pall Mall. Wm says he wants Ten pounds in 
part payment as he is lately Married and Money runs short, if you please 
to advance him the £10 I will settle this Amount when I come to Town, I 
shall write to him to call at your House & receive your commands. All the 
Servants belonging to my late Lord in London were paid their Wages up 
to Michaelmas last, those that were upon this establishment were paid by 
the late Mr Yorke to Michaelmas last and he intended, had he lived, the 
servants that are now here should be paid at next audit to Lady day half 
year which is now due. I expect to have 100 Joist Sheep in the Park about 
Lady day.” 

(45) 8 Jan   C[harles] Sackville, from Bath, to HG [The first of the sequence of 
letters from Charles Sackville Esq.]
“The above date my dear Mr Gladwell will fully account for my being so 
late in returning you my best thanks for your very obliging attention. The 
Hares and Venison were safely forwarded to me at this Place, and I rec’d 
them yesterday in perfect Condition. I assure you it proved to be a most 
acceptable present. The agreeableness of the Party I am with tempted me to 
this Excursion and I hope it will answer both as to Health & pleasure. I don’t 
intend however to make any long stay and Propose being in Town by the 
Birth Day. I have this moment heard that the Duke of Hamilton has taken 
the House in Pall Mall. What will become of the Papers in the Dressing 
Room Closet? I hope Will Galway [Callaway] will take care of them. If the 
duke should come and live in the House, before my return to Town, I think 
you’ll better bid Galway, put all in a Box, and send them to my Lodgings. 
Your not mentioning Lord Sackville makes me suppose he is not at Drayton. 
If he is, my best Compts. wait on Him. I hope Mr Germain is well, pray give 
him my most affectionate Compts. and tell him, that when I see him next I 
intend to scold him, for not calling on me before he left Town, and as he had 
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promised me he would do. You are very good to mention Rover, and I am 
sure I feel very much obliged both to you and Mrs Gladwell for the care you 
take of him. Pray remember me most kindly to Her, and be both assured, 
that you have in me as sincere a well wisher, and that at all times, and on all 
occasions you will always find me to be.”
[Douglas, 8th Duke of Hamilton (1756-1799). Rover is Charles’s dog and he gets 
several mentions in family letters.]

(46) 11 Jan   HG to Messrs Butler & Crook
“Lady Glandore has sent to me your Bill of £86.28 but her Ladyship thinks 
the Interest you have charged is monstrous, her Ladyship at the same time 
has ordered me to pay you £50 in March next on Account. I shall be in Town 
the latter end of the Month or the beginning of April when I will do myself 
the pleasure of paying you that sum.”

(47) 17 Jan   Zach. Meads to HG from Buckingham
“After my duty to my Lord this is to inform you I now have Recd. all their 
Lordships Rents here but judges [the tenant Judge] & have a promising note 
for it of a very good man to be paid in a week & shall be glad to know 
where I must pay it in & when you will be in London has I may come & 
settle my accounts with you who ham Sr your Humble Servant.”

(48) 19 Jan   HG to P
“However painfull it is to me, I think it my duty to inform you of a 
disagreeable report that is got abroad since the Death of Mr Yorke, and I 
am afraid it is true, You as well as every one in this part of the Country, 
when living, looked upon him as a man of strictest honesty and integrity. 
I am sorry to say that his affairs are left in a very bad way, so bad, I am 
afraid his creditors will not get five shillings in the pound. I am told this 
Morning he owes £5000 to different persons; some £100 others £200 on 
smaller sums, as many have placed the greatest confidence in Mr Y, they 
used to give him their Money as they got it in and he paid them 5 Pr. Cent. 
Poor Mrs Seamark tells me he had £160 of hers Mr Darnell £100 which has 
distressed them very much. I was with young Mr Yorke for near two hours 
the day after his Father was buried, he then told me he was to go up to 
London as last Sunday & he intended to wait upon you to settle his Fathers 
Account concerning my Lords Estate, but mentioned not a syllable of how 
he was left, or in what situation his Fathers affairs were in at the time of his 
decease, he was in pretty good spirits, and told me his account would be 
made out for your inspection in a short Notice.
When my Lord was here, his Lordship had occasion for £50 which I paid 
him, and his Lordship told me he would return it to me, as I have not recd’ 
it, I was afraid I might want some Money before Mr Yorkes return from 
London. I took £20 of him on Acct. which I have not as yet placed to his 
Credit but shall wait your orders, how I am to proceed for the future.”
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[Both Mrs Seamark and Thomas Darnell were on the Drayton house staff. Frances 
Seamark was housekeeper and lived until 1799 (see Letter 480).  Darnell was the 
gardener] 

(49) 21 Jan   HG to P
“In my last Letter to you I was very much hurt to make mention of a 
disagreeable report that there prevailed concerning the late Mr Yorkes 
affairs. I yesterday waited upon young Mr Yorke but was not lucky enough 
to find him at home. I went again this Morning and met with him. I told 
him I was extremely sorry to hear a most disagreeable report that was 
propagated to the prejudice of his Fathers character, he said that he had 
been told of it by several people, which had made him very uneasy so much 
so that it had confused him to that degree that he hardly knew what he was 
doing for some days, but, that he now had the satisfaction to say his mind 
was much composed and that he had the happiness to say that he should 
be able to pay every one of his Fathers creditors with interest in about 
Twelve months, if not sooner upon striking a Balance of Ds & C. he found 
his Fathers debts to be about £1000. I asked him if he knew what was due to 
my Lord he told me about £400 and that he intended being in London either 
on Monday or Wednesday next when he should do himself the pleasure of 
waiting upon you.”
[Ds & C must be Drummonds & Co.]

(50) 28 Jan   HG to P
“Not knowing that the hour of the posts going out was altered I sent your 
Letter this Morning to Thrapston, and was much surprised to find instead 
of eight o’Clock this Morning, it went from thence last night at 12 o’Clock, 
as I told Mr Germain I would see Mr Yorke as yesterday I thought it my 
Duty to acquaint you what he had said, and of his going to Town either on 
Monday or Wednesday.”

(51) 29 Jan   P, from Offham, to HG
“When I was in Town I saw Mr Yorke but he not having Ld Sackville’s 
Accounts could give me little information; he has promised to send me a 
state of his Fathers Account with Ld Sackville & his Executors in about a 
fortnight or less, in the mean time I have desired he will receive no money; 
if it is necessary to receive any money do you receive it and put it by for 
me without entering it in any account, as soon as I can (after the Accounts 
are sent) I will write to you again. I am in my way to Withyham the Audit 
being next Week but I am not at all well. I desire my Compliments to Mrs 
Gladwell.”

(52) 18 Feb    Thos Bennett, from Stoneland, to HG
“I am Sorry two Trubbl you With this Letter A Bout The A Count Mr 
Partington Will Not Settle Them With me There was a mistake If you 
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Remember When We Settled at Stoneland Nine Pound When My Breather 
Robert and My Mother Come two Look The Book over the Misstake Was 
upon you I Told Mr Partington of it He Said he Wold Not have Any Thing 
to Do with it And Mr Herberts Bills the same he told Me he Had Nothing 
two Do with Them If you Remember You told me Mr Partington Was to pay 
Them I Should Be Verrey Glad Two Se you and two know How This is To 
Besettled I shall Think it Very Hard for Me To Pay Mr Herberts Bills 
I shall Be Very Much Obliged Two you To Let Me know when or ware I Can 
see you two settle, I should Like two see Drayton ouse But Afraid It is Two 
far from Stoneland Without Leaf.
I hope Mrs Gladwell is Whell and All Frends At Drayton Pray Be So Good 
as To Remember Me Two My Cuntreymen My Mothers and Esters Best 
Dutyes two Mr and Mrs Gladwell
All Frends At withyham are Well But At a lost For Lord Viscount Sackville.
I Should be Very Glad two hear from you if you pleas.”

[Endorsed by HG, presumably referring back to the mistaken bill]

	 Sep 13 1785
	 Paid Mr Thos Bennett to pay Tradesmen Bills 	 125.15.1 ½
	 Balance of your Books &c.	 38.16.1 ¾
	 Paid Mrs Bennett for Spinning & Weaving
	 &c. 198 Yards of Cloth	 20. 9. 9
	 Paid Do. ½ Years Schooling to Miss Hunt	 2. 12.
		  187.13.0 ¼

(53) 17 Feb   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“I particularly desired that the Annuitants would apply and send to 
Messrs. Drummonds for their half Years Annuity due at Christmas, but 
on enquiring I find that neither you Mrs Gladwell or Mrs Betty Love have 
received yours. I must pay them or I don’t know how I go on. I gave you the 
form of a receipt to be signed by you and Mrs Gladwell for her Annuity and 
also for your own & I gave Mrs Love one for her annuity. If they are lost 
let me know & I will send you others to be written on stamp paper & I beg 
they may forthwith be sent to Messrs. Drummonds (the money received).
Another thing I must mention, that your paying Ld Sackville money is very 
irregular. I am going to pay his Lordship money & I have desired him to 
include what he had from you to be returned to you. I think you said it was 
£50. Mr Yorke has sent me the Rentalls but no accounts. I have written to 
him for the account to his Fathers death.
I hope you will soon be able to make up your account with the Executors, I 
suppose there can nothing remain unpaid except for the repair of the White 
Hall House. That need not impede your Account as I can pay the remainder 
of those Bills hereafter when the whole is finished.” 
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(54)   21 Feb   HG to P
"I was favoured with your Letter dated the 17th Instant and am very sorry 
I have so long omitted receiving my Annuity left me by my late Lord at 
Messrs Drummonds. The reason was Mr Etough is to go to London very 
soon and I intended he should take my Wifes & my Receipt to Messrs. 
Drummonds & for them to pay the £50 due to us last Xmas to him, as he 
offered to let me have that sum before he left this; for fear of being robed 
on the Road. As there should be no longer delay, I have wrote to Messrs. 
Drummonds by this days post, and inclosed my wifes & my Receipts and 
desired them to place the £50 to my Credit.
When my Lord was last here his Lordship wanted £50 part of it to pay for 
a Horse, and he desired me to let him have that sum but that I was not to 
place it to the Account of the Executors, as his Lordship would settle it with 
you & return me the Money again, which I have not as yet received, but 
his Lordship wrote to me the other day to know how he should remit me 
the £50 to Drayton, & I sent him word he might send it in Bank Notes by 
the post at any time, and in the same Letter his Lordship acquainted me 
that you had given leave for a Horse to be bought for Mr Germains riding 
& that you would pay for it, in my Letter to Mr Germain I acquainted him 
that Mr Dumbleton by order of my Lord had brought a Horse here for his 
use and at the same time to acquaint you with the price which I hope Mr 
Germain has done, if perhaps not, the price is twenty five Guineas which 
I paid Mr Dumbleton upon delivery of the Horse here. If my Lord for the 
future should want Money at any time when his Lordship is here, I shall 
be glad to know what you would have me to do in such a case, as I shall be 
extremely sorry to do anything that did not meet with your approbation.
On the 13 of January last I received of Mr Yorke jun the sum of £20 on 
Account, which is all that I have received from him or his Father since I 
have been at Drayton.
I am in hopes to be in London the latter end of April as then I can receive all 
the dividends that are due at Lady day, and at the same time settle my years 
account with Lord and Lady Bateman. Likewise take my Accounts with me 
& settle with you, but if you are desirous to have it before that time, I will 
either send my Book to you or an abstract, which ever is most agreeable. 
I do not know of anything outstanding in London but some trifling Bills, 
Mr Weatherall Upholsterer in the Hay Market for things packed up and 
sent here since I left London in December and a small sum to Mr Vuliamy 
watchmaker in Pall Mall for cleaning a Clock that is to be sent here when 
done, and I believe something due to him for taking care of the Clocks in 
Pall Mall House to Xmas last. I make no doubt you have settled with the 
Servants belonging to my Lord that were left in his Lordships House in 
London, therefore I need not keep my Account upon them. John Kincade 
that takes care of White Hall House I paid Mr Callaway what was due to 
him the 30 October last £1.16s.
If you should want to settle the rent with Miss Henly before I have the 
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pleasure of seeing you I have got a half years Land Tax Rect. due last 
Michaelmas for Pall Mall House, which should have been deducted from 
the last half years rent but the Collector did not bring it to me till the day 
after the rent was paid by me, according to her order to Messrs. Biddulph 
& Co. the sum is £9.4.2. Would you like I should note this sum in my Acct. 
I shall be glad to know if the Letter of Attorney is made out to impower me 
for the future to Receive the divds. at the N.R.O. as usual, if it is not, will 
you be so good as to forward it, as Ld. Bateman has drawn upon me for the 
sum of £257.14.8 And I expect Lady Bateman will likewise draw upon me 
for her Ladyships Pin Money and Long Annt. due from the Exchequer. The 
Clerk at the new River Office, when I was last in Town, promised me the 
Letter of Attorney should be made out immediately and sent to me, but as I 
have not heard any thing from him, I am afraid it is neglected. 
I have reduced the stock of Deer in the Park very much which makes room 
for other things. If you have no objections I intend to buy about three or 
four score of sheep this spring to turn into the Park.
I was very sorry to find your former Letter that you was not very well. I 
hope you are quite recovered, and may you enjoy a good state of health.”
[Justin Vulliamy (1712-1797) came from a family of clockmakers in Switzerland; he 
settled in London in Pall Mall in the 1730s; he went into partnership with Benjamin 
Gray and married Gray’s daughter; his son Benjamin (1747-1811), who eventually 
took over the business, became one of the most important clockmakers of the late 18th 
century. John Weatherall was an upholster and cabinet maker who flourished from 
1774-1805; he was much employed at Drayton and there are several bills from him 
in the archive. Miss Henley was the new owner of the Whitehall House.] 

(55) 2 March   C[harles] Sackville, from St James St. to HG
“Cap. Armstrong called on me yesterday to shew me a Letter he had rec’d 
from Thompson, in which he fully authorizes him to ask and keep in 
his custody, all the Papers belonging to him, which were in the late Lord 
Sackville’s possession. I told him that they were in your custody, unless 
indeed you might have left them with Sir Wm. Peperall, as I think you 
told me it was your intention so to do, but the Captain said he had already 
enquired of Sr. William, but that on finding he had them not, he thought of 
applying to me, and desiring me to write to you on the subject, which I am 
glad to do, as by sending the Papers in question to Cap. Armstrong, you 
will get rid at once of any further trouble about them. The sooner you send 
them the better. You may convey them to me, directed to Sir Rot. Herries. I 
suppose the Stage will be the cheapest conveyance, I only beg you’ll let me 
know by Letter, that I may send for them.
I hope you rec’d mine from Bath, thanking you for the Game you was good 
enough to send me. I drank enough of the Bath water to rouze, but not 
enough thoroughly to throw out the Gout. I have been and am still very 
indifferent. I hope that’s not the Case either with you or Mrs Gladwell, but 
that you both enjoy perfect Health, a continuance of which, and of every 
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thing else that may contribute to your happiness, I do most sincerely wish 
to you both.
You have heard I suppose that Genl. Cunningham comes in for Grinstead 
in Lieu of Mr Herbert, who wisely I think gives up his Seat. The Duke is 
pretty well. What news of Ld. Sackville? Adieu.
PS. I hope Rover behaves well & that you continue to protect him.”
[The St James St address is that of Sir Robert Herries, the banker. (See Introduction). 
East Grinstead was a safe Sackville seat which had been held by Lord George. In 
1786 Henry Arthur Herbert gave it up and was replaced by James Cunninghame.] 

(56) 14 March   C[harles] Sackville, from St James’s Street to HG
"I have today delivered to Cap. Armstrong the four Parcels containing 
Thompson’s Papers, and have got Cap. Armstrong's Receipt which I enclose, 
and desire you would keep by way of precaution, wishing you joy at the 
same time, for having the agreeable prospectr of no further trouble from 
that Quarter.
It will give you pleasure to hear that Miss Sackville is come to Town and 
looks very well. I had not an opportunity of entering into any particular 
Conversation when I last saw her, as Lady Bateman wss present but have 
no doubt of her being very well pleased with her situation, and that she will 
continue to live on with her excellent & good humoured Aunt.
They saw Ld Sackville in their way to Town, who continues to be well and 
jolly. I wish I could say as much of George, but he looks pale and thin, and 
in short is not the Thing at all. Tis a pity that no body is at hand of sufficient 
authority to look after him, and keep him right in hand. The last account 
relative to the Duke of Dorset was very pleasing. He is very well, and I hope 
with a little care he will get over the danger of a second attack.
I was rejoiced to see Mr Etough, and to hear of his preferences. It was pretty 
in Lord Sackville to think of Him, and prettier still to do it in the manner he 
did. In short, I auger everything that is good of that young Man. Mr Yorke’s 
dyeing so involved in difficulties as you say he did, surprized me very much 
indeed. I always thought him a very rich man. I am sorry for his son, and 
hope he won’t be too great a sufferer by his Father’s most unaccountable 
mismanagement.”

[Enclosing the receipt]
“Rec’d the 14th March 1786 of Charles Sackville Esqr. Four Packets tied up 
& Sealed Numbered 1,2,3 & 4 & labelled Sir Benjn. Thompsons Papers to be 
delivered to his order on the order of Mr Henry Gladwell Pursuant to a letter 
from Sir Benjamin Thompson to me date 11th Febry 1786 for that purpose, 
this day produced to the said Charles Sackville, which papers I take charge 
of agreeable to the directions of Sir Benjn. Thompson for his use only.
Armstrong, Percy Street, London.” 
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(57) 14 Mar   P, from Brook Street, to HG [a very long complicated letter about the 
late Lord Sackville’s affairs etc.]
“I sit down to write to you on the late Lord Sackville’s affairs which both 
here and in Northamptonshire are at present in a very irregular State. 
Before I say any thing of Drayton I will tell you what must be done with 
respect to the affairs of the Executorship.
I must desire that you will send me an Account of all Money received 
and paid by you on the Executorship account which I will settle with you 
immediately and I will myself hereafter pay whatever remains to be paid 
alltho’ until you have examined the Bills for the Repairs at Whitehall I 
shall not choose to pay them. The Workmen say they shall finish by Lady 
day. I am very sorry I did not make a point that some one of the late Lord’s 
Servants should have remained in Town for six Months, I am certain the 
Repairs might have been done, every thing would have been settled and 
paid before now, and an infinite deal of Trouble would have been saved 
by me; however all I now desire from you is to have your Account, to settle 
them and when you send them send the Land Tax receipt you mention, 
but do not charge it in your Account. I will return you the Money when 
I settle with Mrs Henley. I have been applied to for a Year’s Rent (£40) 
due last Christmas to Mr. Message for the Stables in Dover Yard. Let me 
know where and to whom I am to pay it, and if you have paid any Land 
Tax send me that also. I have been applied to for a Fee Farm Rent of £2-
2-8 due at Michaelmas to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster and also 
for the Rent paid to Mr Gell I think due to the Bishop of Litchfield about 
which we had so much trouble. These little things you should have paid 
when you were in Town. As to the twenty five Guineas you paid for Mr. 
Germain’s Horse you must write a receipt on Stamp in the following Form 
“Received ---  day of March 1786 of his Grace the Duke of Dorset Guardian 
and Trustee of the Honourable Mr. George Germain by the Hands of Mr 
Partington the other Trustee the sum of twenty six pounds five shillings 
which I have paid for a Horse for Mr. George Gernmain”. If you send the 
Receipt to Messrs. Drummond I will give them the Money for you. Lord 
Sackville has I presume returned you the fifty Pounds which he never 
meant should have any thing to do with the accounts between you and me. 
I have been and sent several Times to the New River Office but the Letter 
of Attorney is not prepared, however I understand that they will pay you 
what is due upon the old Letter of Attorney and the Order I have signed. 
I have recovered a Sum of forty six pounds ten shillings which I think 
would have been entirely lost, had it not been for a Circumstance of Care 
for which I take no Merit, as I cannot account for my being so careful. When 
you paid me the Dividends you had received, one of them was for £46-10, 
for half a Year’s Dividend due (you said) at Michaelmas for three thousand 
one hundred Pounds Old S.S. Annuities 1751, standing in the name of Lord 
George Sackville. Now when I was last week at the S.S. House I don’t know 
how it happened but I enquired after this £3100, and discovered that the 
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Michaelmas Dividend was not received and I received it myself, but on 
coming home found you had paid me (what I had entered) 46-10 half a 
Year’s Dividend due Michaelmas last on £3100. At first I thought you might 
have paid it me without having received it, but I am now satisfied that the 
dividend you received and paid me was only to Lady day which you must 
have forgot to have received in May for upon looking into Lord Sackville’s 
own account, which I should never have done but for this circumstance, it 
appears you did not in May pay Lord Sackville that Dividend, the last £46-
10 his Lordship received was in December 1784 that was due the preceding 
Michaelmas, so that last November there were two Dividend due, one you 
received and paid me and one I have now received. I have explained this 
Matter as it appears to me, and if you are satisfied it is right you must send 
me the Receipt I gave you for those Dividends that I may make that right 
viz. 46-10 for a half a Year’s Dividend due Lady day last. I shall myself 
receive this Dividend for the future.
Now upon the Subject of the Northamptonshire Affairs. To lament that Mr. 
Yorke should have so deceived the World is of no Use much less would it 
be to revile or abuse him, but thus much I will say, and I feel it, that such a 
Character hurts the Credit of every honest Man much more than an apparent 
idle extravagant Fellow who dies in everyone’s Debt. Yet had I known 
some circumstances (which I find was pretty generally known) I should 
not have entertained the same esteem and respect I had for him. I shall 
certainly pay no regard to any of his Plan of Management particularly as 
to the House Park Gardens &c and in this (had he been an unexceptionable 
Character) I should have been justified in not following him by the late 
Lord Sackville having repeated by complained of Expence of Drayton and 
told me that as Mr Yorke was very old he would let things go on as they 
did, and not disturb him while he lived but on his death there must be a 
total Alteration. By the Account Mr Yorke has sent me it appears that in 
one Year the Payments made by his Father amount to above £2200 (without 
Lord Sackville’s receiving a Shilling) which is more than the Income of the 
estate. The Account is altogether without distinguishing which Payments 
are for the Estate, which for the Park which for the Housekeeping and so 
on. The late Lord Sackville had a sufficient Income without Drayton. The 
present Lord will want the Drayton Rents himself, and until he comes of 
Age, The Trustees (subject to the Economical plan I laid down of keeping up 
the House, Park and Gardens) must accumulate the Rents for the Benefit of 
the Trust – To adhere to my original Plan. There must be no Farming, I will 
not consent to you stocking the Grounds, I can send no Money; You must 
buy no Stock. I own I was surprised at your proposing it for I think you can 
scarcely know as much about Farming as I do and I would farm for no one 
but myself. If the Park and Pastures are more than sufficient for the Deer 
and my Lord’s Horses and Mr George’s Horse you must take in Stock at 
hire which is I believe called Joist. Whatever you have done since you have 
been at Drayton send me a separate Account of it, had Mr Yorke lived you 
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would have given it to him, but now I must settle it. Let me know as nearly 
as possible, the half Yearly Rent days and whether they ever are varied. I 
will consider and write to the Duke of Dorset, and see Lord Sackville and 
submit to them what I shall think a proper Plan of receiving the Rents and 
looking after the Estate. Let me know who looks after and manages the 
Woods, and when they are set out; I do not recollect that I have any thing 
further to say at present. I trust I have been so explicit that you can easily 
answer those parts of this Letter which require an Answer, and that there 
will be no Occasion to continue a long Conversation.
I desire my Compliments to Mrs Gladwell.
P.S. The Thrapston Carriers Bill must be paid by you and charged to the 
Executorship Account.
[Endorsed by HG] The Audits used always to be held as soon as convenient 
after Brigstock Fair the 25 of April & the 22 of Novbr.”

(58) 23 March   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“You will see by the date of this how immediately I have attended to your 
Account. One is of the Monies you have received and paid on Account 
of the Executorship and the other on the Drayton Account, that is, for 
supporting Drayton House Garden Park &c. since Michaelmas. This latter 
Account should include Wages and Board Wages from Michaelmas, and 
for discharging this Account you ought to have received Money from Mr 
Yorke, and all the Money you have given Credit for in the Drayton Account 
should have come into the Executorship Account, you having received 
it for the live and dead Stock which was found there at Lord Sackville’s 
death and whatever is left should be sold immediately. I have examined 
the Executorship Account and find the Vouchers, except for the three first 
Articles, that is £50 to Miss Sackville £20 to Thomas Bennet £100 to Lord 
Sackville. I don’t know how it happens that the Receipts are missing as 
you have Vouchers for other payments of the like kind. All the Rest of the 
Executorship account as far as it goes seems right, except that the Board 
Wages and Mr and Mrs Thomas and yourself should be charged in that 
Account no further than Michaelmas, and except that you charge a Year’s 
Salary due Xmas for receiving the Annuity whereas from last Lady Day 
Lady Glandore is intitled to it, so that it can only be ½ year and I think 
to Lady day not Midsummer. These are necessary and easy alterations, 
but the Executorship Account will not end as you have ended it. There is 
a great deal of what you call the Drayton Account to come into it. As I said 
before all the Stock which you have sold, & several Articles on the debit 
Side, but without your being present it is impossible for me to draw out 
your Account. I will examine it with you as it now stands, and show you 
how I think it should be altered, but I never do, much less would I permit 
a Clerk to draw out another Persons Account that I am to settle, besides 
Mr Bush (who should give you any Assistance without Satisfaction) cannot 
at present spare an hour of his time from that business which at this time 
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of the Year he is engaged in, so that upon the whole Your Account must 
remain until you come to Town. I have paid Mr. Message’s Rent and will 
pay the Fee Farm Rents but you do not tell me what that Rent of 2-2-8 is for.
You say you paid ½ Years fee Farm Rent due to the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster at Michas. 1784 2-2-8. I think you must mistake & that it is a 
Year. Let me know which it is and also what it is paid for. I cannot authorize 
you to pay Mrs Box. I understand by your Letter that Lord Sackville is to be 
at Drayton about Easter. Let me know if he has fixed his time.
[Endorsed by HG]
2 Years fee Farm Rent to Dean & Chapter of Westminster due last 
Michaelmas 2.2.8 + 2.2.8 = 4.5.4 issuing out of the Manor of Sudbury in this 
County.”

(59) 25 March   HG to Zach. Mead
“I am very sorry to hear that Mr Judge is so backward in his payment but I 
hope he will be able to pay a half Years rent due, if not you must not let Lord 
Sackville & Lord Bateman lose what is due to their Lordships, and if Mr 
Judge is not able to continue in the Farm, I hope you will find Stock enough 
to pay his rent that is now due. I intend to be in Town soon after Easter and 
then you & I will consider what is the best to be done for the future. 
I will let you know when I am in London & where you shall find me.”

(60) 27 March   HG to P
“I was yesterday favoured with yours dated the 23 Instant and am much 
obliged to you for the great attention you have paid to my Account, I lately 
sent to you, and am extremely sorry I have given you so much trouble, 
but when I have the pleasure of seeing you next I hope I shall receive such 
instructions that will prevent my being so bothersome for the future.
I was very doubtfull when I sent my Accounts from here whether I had 
stated them right, but when I go to Town I will make any alterations, and 
follow any plan that you may adopt for me to go by. I do not know how I 
came to omit sending you Lord Sackville’s Receipt for the £100 I paid his 
Lordship the 30th of August and Thos. Bennets Receipt for £20 the 29 of 
the same Month. I remember I had them but a very short time before I 
numbered those I sent to you, but by some mistake I laid them out of my 
hand into another Book. 
As to Miss Sackville’s £50 I paid to her the 29th of August I took no Receipt 
for that, in my late Lords lifetime I never took any Receipt from her when 
I paid her Money on Account of Housekeeping and that being the first 
payment I made to her after his Lordships decease, & not knowing the form 
of the Receipt necessary to be given after my Lords death, I at that time 
omitted taking a Receipt of her, and in the hurry of business afterwards 
it sliped my memory, but Miss Sackville has entered it very right in the 
Housekeeping Book in Mrs Thomas’s possession, I make not the least doubt 
Miss Sackville will remember the payment being made by me, and when 
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I go to Town I will get her to give me a proper Receipt for that sum. As 
you have been so good as explain to me how I am to be paid my Salary for 
receiving Lady Glandore’s Anny’ I will charge it on her Ladyship’s Account 
with me to Lady day last, and deduct it from the Account I sent you. Her 
Ladyship has sent to me her Receipt dated the 27 day of December last for 
her half years Annuity due to the Exchequer to last Michaelmas, and at the 
same time ordered me to appropriate it to her use in paying Tradesmens 
Bills due to them from her Ladyship when I go next to London.
The £2.2.8 is one years Fee Farm rent due to the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster issuing out of the Manor of Sudbury in this County the last 
payment I made was to the Receipt of Mr Merest the 26 day of Jany. 1785 
due Michaelmas 1784.
No day is as yet fixed for my Lords coming home but when he left this he 
told me he certainly should be here at Easter. All the Servants that were 
upon the establishment here at the decease of my late Lord were paid their 
Wages by Mr Yorke at the last Audit up to Michael last, and those that were 
in London were paid by Mrs Thomas to Michaelmas last. She chose to pay 
them and carry it to her Account as usual as she always paid them in my 
late Lords lifetime, she has Money from me on Account for so doing.
The other day I sent to Mr Squires Coal Merchant &c for his Bill for Coals 
and some other things that I have ordered since I have been here to the 
amount of one Bill of £97.15 exclusive of what I have had, which should have 
been paid by Mr Yorke last Audit having been outstanding from Jany. 1785 
to Decr. 3 this and some other Bills Mr Yorke always paid half yearly. This 
Bill and the Carriers fall very heavy the other half yearly Bills are but small. 
Would you like they should stand as they are to the next Audit or can I 
draw upon Mr Yorke for the Money. If you like they should stand as they 
are do not give yourself the trouble of writing. If I do not hear from you I 
shall take it for granted they are to remain till the next Audit.”
[Thomas Squires owned the large warehouse complex at Islip wharf, on the Nene, 
and was a chief supplier of coals for the neighbourhood.]

(61) 4 April   P. from Brook Street, to HG
“I have considered that the Drayton rents must be received in May, that 
I cannot enter upon the receipt until all accounts are settled to my Lords 
death (Michaelms), and paid not out of the Drayton Rents but by me 
as Executor and out of the money at Mr. Drummonds, and I gave (as I 
thought) such plain directions for your keeping the Executorship Account 
that I trusted you could not have mistaken and that long before this every 
debt at Drayton would have been paid. In my letter I particularly desired 
Mr Yorke would not receive the money for Stock sold, but that you carry it 
to the Executors account instead of which you have carried it to what you 
call the Drayton account, whereas in order to discharge that account (that 
is) after Wages Board Wages &c in short to support the House Park and 
Gardens I mean Mr Yorke should have supplied you with money but you 
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have only had £20 of him.
It is not for want of method in your Accounts but it is your not distinguishing 
between the Executorship Account and then you must keep of the expences 
attending Drayton (which for the future will be the only account you will 
have and which will be discharged every Audit) that has given me so much 
trouble but much more uneasiness to think that Ld Sackville has been 
dead above 7 Months and his debts are not paid. I have therefore gone 
thro’ your accounts and return them with such remarks (or red Ink) as I 
trust will enable you to draw them and correctly which I desire you will 
do immediately. I also desire that you will see every Person who can be 
supposed to have any demand on Ld. Sackville and get in their Bills to the 
time of his Lordship’s death. I propose myself surprised at what you tell me 
about Mr Squires. I should really have thought that on Mr Yorke appearing 
to have acted as he did you would have applied to every Person to know 
what then he had paid them or not. Pray do it (I repeat) immediately. When 
you have got in all the Bills to my Lords death see what will be the balance 
of the Executorship account, that is, what money you shall want to clear 
all the whole of that account after you have given credit for the Stock &c 
as I have pointed out, and I will supply you with money. As to what you 
have paid for Drayton according to your Book, and as to what you have 
had since you came, that is since my Lords decease, that account be ready 
and those Bills got in by the Audit, but observe one thing that if there are 
any Bills or demands which relate to the Farming or Estate they must be 
made out separate from anything relative to the House Gardens or Park, 
and observe that when I say my Lords death I do not mean the day he dyed 
but Michaelmas day.
I trust with these directions that you will be able to satisfye me in a day or 
two after you receive this, which money you shall want to clear the account, 
and that it will be ready should it be possible for me to come to Drayton 
next Week. As to my giving you instructions here it is impossible, probably 
I may be in Gloucestershire or on the point of going when you come to 
Town, but here in Town this is the time of Year when I am most engaged in 
the business I have to do in Town, so that I shall make the strongest effort 
in my power to come to Drayton; whether I shall succeed or not I cannot tell 
but if I do my stay cannot exceed two or three days.
You ask me if you shall draw any money from Mr Yorke. I presume he has 
received none since his Father’s death. I remember I particularly desired he 
would not, if he has do you receive it from him and enter it into no account 
until I see you or if he will pay you any part of his Father’s Balance do you 
receive it and carry that to the Executorship Account. You need not trouble 
yourself or Miss Sackville about a receipt for the £50. I have paid the Fee 
Farm rents.
The conclusion of this will relate to Mr Yorke. You may show it him.”
[The account book referred to, with Partington’s remarks in red ink is still in the 
Drayton Archive.]
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(62) 4 April   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“I desire Mr. Yorke will collect all Court Rolls Surveys Remarkable Deeds 
Papers and Writings in his Father’s Custody which belonged to the late 
Lord Sackville and send them to Drayton, and that you will put them in a 
Room for my inspection when I come. This I wish to be done immediately 
the time of my coming is uncertain but it is my present intention to take the 
first 2 or 3 days I find myself at leisure.
As I suppose you are acquainted with some of the Principal Tenants I wish 
you would get from one of them an exact copy of the last receipt Mr Yorke 
gave him for his rent, I suppose on Stamp.
You tell me the audit is soon after Brigstock Fair the 27th of April but pray 
enquire and let me know what day in May has been the latest holding it. I 
suppose they can name the days for the two or three last years.”
[The deeds and papers Mr Yorke sent are almost certainly those relating to Lord 
George’s time at Drayton and account for their existence amongst Gladwell’s papers. 
They include many 1770s payments including the redecoration of the Dining Room 
and Drawing Room at Drayton carried out by William Rhodes etc.] 

(63) 10 April   HG to P
“Late this Afternoon I received your Letter dated the 4 Instant with my 
Account Book & Vouchers, which you sent to come by the Thrapston Coach. 
How it came to be delayed so long I am not certain, but I will make a strict 
enquiry tomorrow. I am extremely sorry I have been the cause of giving 
you so much trouble, but I hope your goodness will excuse me; I now 
very clearly understand you in regard to the settlement of my Accounts 
and will make them out immediately, but it is impossible I can do them 
before the post goes out, as I am obliged to send my Letter from nine to 
night. But I thought it my Duty to give you the earliest account of what 
Bills are outstanding at my Late Lords decease & should have been paid 
by Mr Yorke, which I had got together before I received your Letter today. 
Likewise I have sent you an Account of the Servants Tax &c &c which 
are to be paid within a week. I have inclosed to you a Copy of Mr Samuel 
Knights Receipt from Mr Yorke for his half years rent due Lady day 1785. In 
a conversation I had with the late Mr Yorke the day before his decease he 
assured me all the Tradesmens Bill that were due at Drayton from my late 
Lord were paid by him.
Mr Yorke has received no Money whatever that I know of since his Father, 
but I will wait upon him tomorrow, and ask him if he has, and if I can get 
any Money from him, I will let you know next post, & at the same time send 
you the Balance of my Account. I have lately heard that White Hall House 
is let to Government, there are many things in it belonging to my Lord, Mr 
Weatherall Upholsterer in the Hay Market can give you a particular account 
as he took them down and put them by before the House was begun to be 
repaired, and has an Inventory of the same. I hope and most sincerely wish 
you may be able to come here very soon.
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P.S. Mr Yorke Generally used to hold the Audits about the 6 or 7 of May.”

7 Male Servants ½ Year to the 5 of April 1786			   6.2.6
4 Female	 Do.	                 	 Do.           		  1 - -
13 Horses	 Do.			   Do.			   3.5.-
1 Waggon	 Do.			   Do.			   - 2 –
2 Carts		  Do.			   Do.			   - 2 –		
								        10.11.6
Land Tax ½ Year due last Lady day				    17.15.4
One Years House Tax			   Do.			   - 18. 9
One Years Window Tax			   Do.			   41.3 –
One Year for the School House Do. due	 Do.			   5. 6. 6
Keepers Lodge			   Do.	 Due	 Do.		  -. 6. -
	  							       76.1.1
Mr Squires Bill to the 9 of August 85				    90.15.-
Robert Bradley Wheel Wright 	 Do. To Sepr 2 Do.		   2. 9.10
Mary Beck for Malt 		  Do. To Sepr 3 Do.		   9. - -
Mr Barnes Coller Maker		  Do. To Sepr 28 Do.	  	 2. 7.18
Mr Wright Carrier		  Do. To Sepr 24 Do.		  20. 9. 6
								        190.7. 3

Copy upon Stamp

Recd Novr 30 1785 of Mr Samuel Knight the Sum of Eightyone pounds 
seven Shillings and six pence for half a Year’s Rent due at Lady Day last to 
the Executors of the late Right Honble Lord Viscount Sackville for whose 
use the same is Received
By me D Y [Daniel Yorke]

Tax Acct	 6.19.2
Cash Rec	 74.8.4

(64) 12 April   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“I have this instance received your letter, all the answer I can give to it 
is there if nothing very particular prevents me I will be at Drayton next 
Wed. afternoon or Eveng. I shall stay Thursday and Friday; I hope and 
trust everything will be ready for me, that is your Accounts & the Papers 
from Mt Yorke, and that I shall be able to get every necessary information, 
respecting the Estate the Farming Woods &c, and before I set out from 
hence I shall (according to your letter) know what will be the balance of 
your account which (I mean the Executors) I will settle while there; I will 
also fix the time I will hold the Audit. From Drayton I cross the Country 
into Gloucestershire, & in about ten days return into Northamptonshire but 
whether I shall then hold the Audit, that is, about the 3d of May, or whether 
I shall go to London & come back again I cannot absolutely determine, 
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most probably I shall hold the Audit first. As to your coming here you must 
consult your own convenience; when we have settled the Executorship 
Account I shall desire you pay nothing more, for whoever has any demands 
must bring them to me to be paid. I write in great haste to save the post. I 
will only add that I must leave Drayton very early Saturday Morning if I 
come Wed.”

(65) 12 April    HG to P
“I was yesterday with Mr Yorke and desired he would send to Drayton 
immediately, all the Court Rolls Rentals Deed &c that he could find that 
were in his Father’s Custody at the time of his Decease and this afternoon I 
received them from him. I asked him if he could let me have any Money on 
Account but he told me it was not in his power at present but he expected to 
have a Thousand pounds soon.
According to your desire I have sent to you the Balance of the Executorship 
Account which is £145.7.1/4 which I have nearly expended since I have been 
at Drayton, I have made such alterations as you pointed out to me, & I flatter 
myself they will meet with your approbation.
I intend to make a new return of the Servants &c as there is one Male 
Servant now less than when Mr Yorke made out the list, besides there are 
two Horses belonging to Mr Germain which I shall charge to his Acct. if 
you approve of it.
I wish much to have the pleasure of seeing you here which I hope will be 
soon.

P.S. I think I have sent you an account of all the Bills that were not paid to 
my late Lord. The Carrier had made a mistake in his Bill. I think in my last 
Letter it was £8.5.6 but upon seeing him yesterday the mistake was found 
out it should have been £20 to the 24 of Sepr 1785. The Coller makers is 
£2.7.8 to the 28 Sep 85. I have made I think Inquiries if there are any more 
Bills outstanding than what I have given you on Account of but I can’t find 
any more.”
[There was a horse collar manufactory in Islip at this time.]

(66) 17 April   P to HG
“I don’t know when you will receive this, probably not much after you have 
expected me at Drayton. It is to tell you that it is impossible for me to come 
until I have been in Gloucestershire but on Tuesday or Wed. the 2 or 3 of 
May, I shall, if alive and well, be at Drayton, but until I do come I can fix 
no day for holding the Audit, My wish was to have settled all the Accounts 
relating to the Executorship & named a day for holding the Audit. In order 
that you may pay every thing still unpaid, I have desired Mr. Smyth to 
furnish you with money. He will be at Oundle on Thursday next and if you 
will ride over early in the Morning you will find him at the Inn. I have told 
him you may want about 3 or £400 but pray give him separate receipts viz: 
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what you want to clear the Executorship Account that is every thing to Ld 
Sackville’s death, say
Received     day of    1786 of TWP one of the Executors of the late Viscount 
Sackville deced the sum of    on Account
And if you have not money sufficient to pay the Servants Tax then give Mr 
Smyth a receipt for what money you may want to make those payments in 
the following form – Received    day    of 1786 of TWP one of the [densees] 
in Trust of the Estate of the Mst Honble Ld Viscount Sackville deceased 
the sum of    to make payments of Servants Wages and other expences 
attending the supporting the House Park and Gardens at Drayton in the 
County of Northampton.
I write in great haste & much doubt if I shall save the post but I hope you 
will have this before Wed. Evng.
On considering further I will inclose Mr Smyth’s letter to you that you may 
deliver it yourself.”
[Mr Smyth is Christopher Smyth of Little Houghton Hall, Northampton, a 
prominent lawyer much used by the local gentry, who had an office in Northampton.] 

(67) 21 April   P to HG
“In my last I said I would fix the Audit when I came to Drayton, but I 
have since considered, that there will require more notice than I can give 
them. I therefore devise the Audit may be on Friday sevennight the fifth of 
May, that every Tenant may have notice, and the usual provision is made, 
but whatever is ordered for the Audit the Bill must be sent with it, for the 
expence of the day I always pay out of rents. I wish the Tenants who are in 
arrear could be particularly told that I shall insist on the Arrears being paid 
up. If I understand Mr Yorke’s rental right, the Tenants are £441 in arrear, 
when the whole ½ Years rent (including the small rents) is but £1000. This 
is not what I am used to, or can submit to, when the Tenants pay their rents 
one half Year under another. The Principal ones in arrear are Thos. Spencer, 
Widow Smith, James Worthington, John Luck and Joseph Beeby.
I only mention this in case you know any of them and can let them know 
what I expect.
I hope all Accounts will be ready for me and that I shall be able to settle & 
discharge every thing before the Audit for I shall have no time to stay after 
it is over.
If you have any occasion to write direct to me under cover to the Earl of 
Berkeley Berkeley Castle Gloucestershire. I don’t see it possible there can be 
any objection to this audit being Friday the 5th of May but you must not fix 
any other day. The Tenants will have near a fortnights notice.
I conclude Mr Smyth has suppled you with money.”
[Thomas Spencer and John Luck had farms in Lowick, Widow Smith in Slipton, 
James Worthington in Sudborough and Joseph Beeby in Ringstead.]
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(68) 12 May   Lady Glandore,s receipt for £75 Annuity in the form proposed by P, 
as above.

(69) 26 May   Receipt for Lord Sackville, Pall Mall
£23.19.0 for three four-wheel Carriages and one Two-wheel Carriage

(70) 3 June   HG to P
“On my return here on Monday last I took the first opportunity of seeing the 
Tenants according to your order. First I began with Mr. Worthington, who 
has promised to pay me £30 pounds on Account in a Month or six weeks 
at farthest, and he assures me that he shall be able to pay more soon after 
Harvest, as he has got above forty sheep to sell besides Lambs about that 
time. Mrs Smith has promised me she will go very soon to Northampton 
and pay her rent that is due to my Lord to Mr Smyth. He likewise assures 
me he has agreed with a man to come to him at Michaelmas next to live 
with him and to have the whole care of his Business, how far Mr Smyth is 
to be trusted I am not able to say, but the man that he has agreed with bears 
a good character.
I have seen Mr Spencer twice. The first time I could get no satisfactory 
answer from him, but the last time I saw him which was on Thursday last 
he assured me he will wait upon Mr Smyth and pay him his rent this day 
senight without fail.
Yesterday I went to Ringstead and looked over the repairs that are necessary 
to be done to Mr. Beebys Farm and to day I have looked over Mr. Lucks 
Senr. and Junr. as well as Mr Bateman late Newton. The Estimate of repairs 
wanting to each of the Farms I have sent to you, and I wait your orders 
before I shall proceed to do anything, which I hope will not be long as the 
Timber must be cut very soon for use.”

(71) 4 June   Francis Crick, from Longford near Derby, to HG [This is the 
intriguing letter which mentions “old Tendring Hall” and Gladwell’s possible time 
there. (see Introduction)]                                     
“Being just returned from London, at which place I spent about ten days, 
during which I concluded in my own mind to have spent a few hours with 
you, in chatting over matters relating to old Tendering Hall, & some of our 
Suffolk Friends; but to my great disappointment you was not to be found; 
I went to your old House in Pall Mall the information I received, was that 
you still reside in the family, & was at West Drayton, Kent to which place I 
shall get this addressed.
I yesterday received a very friendly Letter from my friend Mortimer, at 
Stoke, whose family are all in good health, he mentions a great piece of 
News in saying you have quitted a Life of Celibacy, & just entered into the 
Conjugal State as such I now take the liberty of wishing you joy that you 
may spend your future time, as happy as the world can possibly afford.
My employ at this time is to attend Mr. Coke’s person, at first was very 
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agreeable, but he has parted with his Footman, & don’t intend to keep any 
more which to me is disagreeable as you will think. However I shall rest 
contented for the present, for the six months past I have apply’d myself 
closely to the French Grammar & flatter myself in six Months more to be 
able to converse in the French Language. My intentions are to go abroad 
next spring should I be so fortunate as to meet with a Gentleman who is 
going on his Travel. I should be happy to have your advice on my intended 
pursuit, being well assured to have the true dictates of your heart. My stay 
at this place will be till the 1st day of July then will go to Holkham in Norfolk 
for five Weeks. It would give me pleasure in receiving a few Lines from You 
previous to my leaving Derbyshire. My address as follows, at Thos. Wm. 
Cooke’s Esqr. Longford, Near Derby
Be pleased to present my kind respts. to that unknown friend Mrs Gladwell 
whom I should be happy to see.”

(72) 6 June   P, from Lewes, to HG
“Your letter was forwarded to me here, with regard to the Widow Smith 
& Spencer, all I desired of you to tell them was, that if they did not carry 
their rent to Mr. Smyth of Northampton at the time specified, I will direct 
measurements to be taken to compel they payment and they shall not 
continue in the farms. Their rects. lay at Northampton and there I will leave 
the money paid, which Mr Smyth will remit to me. As to Worthington his 
case is different as he makes demands to set off agl. like rents, and you must 
continually press him to lessen his answer, and we must consider whether 
he can continue or not, & if he does, how we are to settle for the rent, which 
will be due at Michms., that is, which allowance is to be made to him. At 
Michms. Audit he must come to a settlement. What money you receive of 
him send to me if you have an opportunity.
I see no objection to doing the repairs according to the Estimates you have 
sent, & think the sooner you begin them the better. The Weather is very hot 
& I have had a good deal of fatigue on the downs. I must go to Town Thurs. 
& return to East Bourne next Monday. I hope you & all at Drayton are well.”

(73) 15 June   HG to P
“I have the pleasure to inform you Mr Spencer paid his rent last Monday to 
Mr Smyth at Northampton, he tells he paid £75.7.3 which I make no doubt 
he has given you notice of it being paid before this time. I should have 
wrote to you by Tuesday post but I waited to see Mr Smith at Slipton, which 
I was not able to do before yesterday in the afternoon, he then promised me 
he would pay his rent to Mr Smyth in a fortnights time without fail. I made 
him promise me to go to Mr Smyth as last night to acquaint him with his 
intentions.
I am going on with the repairs according to the Estimate I sent you & last 
Saturday, I set out all the Timber that is wanting for each of the Farms.
I have got an Estimate made out for the repairs wanting to be done at Mr. 
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Knights Farm at Islip (the one you looked over when here) the Copy of 
which I have sent to you for your approbation, which I shall wait to receive.
There is some little matter of Timber wanting to finish the repairs going on 
at the Farm occupied by Mr Jarvis at the Park Gate (late Stuarts) I shall take 
care no more shall be given them is necessary to compleat the job.”
[Jarvis is William Jervis, whose family held several farm tenencies.]

(74) 15 June   John Jones, 21 Old Square, Lincolns In, London, to HG
I am very sorry to acquaint you that Mr. Dad No.16 Georges Street, Adelphi 
through unforeseen Misfortunes was obliged to leave his House & has 
assigned all his effects to me In Trust. I understand there has been some 
Repairs to the House which are to be allowed by you which I hope will be 
allowed when the rent is paid. I intend sending you Notice to quit in half 
a Year by next Post according to Agreement. I believe that I have let the 
House for the remainder of the Term to a Tenant whom you will have no 
objection to accept. I hope Sir you will not take it ill of Mr. Dad’s precipitate 
Retreat without acquainting you sooner when you come to hear the Cause 
of it you will be perfectly Satisfied.”
[George Street was in the area of Red Lion Square, one of a number of properties 
there which had come into Sackville ownership via Lord George’s wife Elizabeth 
Sambrooke. It was sold after Viscount Sacville’s death in 1843.]

(75) 22 June   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“On my return here for a few days I received yours of the 15th, I hope the 
Widow Smith will send her Rent to Northampton within the time promised 
by her Son. Mr Smyth has remitted me Thomas Spencers Rent. I have always 
considered the felling of Timber as a very serious business and when I 
have done it for repairs have marked that which was least likely from its 
Situation and Growth, to become valuable Timber and I have not entirely 
trusted my own Judgement. You will know how Mr Yorke managed, and I 
hope you will be very careful both in the Quantity and Quality of what you 
set out, and do not Mark any valuable or Saleable Timber if there should be 
such, for I know that the Timber of an inferior kind will do for Repairs.
In the estimate you have sent me of the repairs of John Knight’s Farm, 
Timber seems to be included but I suppose, except Deals, Timber can be 
found on the Estate. The Repair I think may as well be done immediately. 
You recollect the Repairs are to be paid for at the audit & not paid in yr. 
account of Drayton Expences.” 

(76) 24 June    Jones, trustee and attorney, to HG
“Wheras I am appointed a Trustee under a Deed of Assignment dated 19th 
May 1786 from Mr Dod to me I do hereby on behalf of the said Thomas Dod, 
now gone beyond the Seas Give you Notice that I shall quit and deliver up 
the Possession unto you on the Twenty fifth day of December next Of all 
that Messuages Tenement and Dwelling House and Yard with the Appurt. 
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known as No.16 George Street York Buildings in the Parish of St Martins in 
the Fields within the Liberty of Westminster in the County of Middlesex 
which the said Mr Thomas Dod held of the Right Honourable George Lord 
Sackville Dated this Twenty first day of June One thousand seven hundred 
and eighty six.”

(77) Jul [no exact date] Inventory of Fixtures to be left in the House, with their 
Valuation by Appraisement [Endorsed: late Mr Lawrence, York Buildings]
[A long list of small fixtures such as grates, locks, bath, stove, etc etc.in George 
Street.]

(78) 3 July   Tho[ma]s Moore, Frith St, Soho Square, to HG
“I beg leave to acquaint you that Mrs. Greville is desirous of taking a House 
in George Street York Buildings which she is informed belongs to you. If it 
is your wish to let it be Pleased to inform me what the Rent will be and for 
what Term and if they are such as will suit Mrs. Greville I will immediately 
inform you. I make no doubt but you will be fully satisfied relative to the 
responsibility of the proposed Tenant. Your immediate Answer will oblige.”

(79) 3 July   HG to P
“On Thursday last the man that Mrs. Smith at Slipton bargains with to take 
care of her Farm, came to me to acquaint me that the rent that is due to My 
Lord was ready to be paid all but two Guineas, I told him I hope he would 
keep it in his possession till he had got the other two Guineas; & as soon as 
he got it go immediately to Mr Smyth and pay it to him and that Mr Smyth 
would give him your receipt for the same. Yesterday he came to me and 
told me he had been to Northampton on Saturday and paid Mr Smyth rent 
due to Michs. last and at the same time shewed me your Rect. for the same 
£53.12.10 in Cash 3.4.8 Allowed for Land Tax. With the assistance of the man 
Mrs Smith has got to take care of the Farm, I am in hopes the poor woman 
will be able to go on for the future. I have given him strict orders not to let 
the son have any more Money than is necessary for his common necessarys, 
and at any time if he saw Mr Smith was doing any thing that was not right, 
if he would come and acquaint me with it, I would go immediately to him. If 
the weather continues fine I intend to begin Haying on Tuesday next. I have 
cut down all the Timber is necessary for the Repairs that are going forward, 
& I flatter myself I have done right in cutting down those Trees that were 
the worst that I could find. I did not trust to my own judgement but took 
Mr Newton and the Carpenter and examined every Tree, and Measured the 
quantity wanted before a Tree was cut down for use; it will give me great 
pleasure if what I have done meets your approbation. I have agreed with 
Mr Bale of Oundle to take 10 Brace of Buck this season, for which he is to 
pay me Sixty Guineas, as that number may be spared this season. I thought 
it right to make a little Money of them. I must beg leave to ask you one 
question and that is, will you allow the Keeper anything for the shoulders? 
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As I agreed to detach the Shoulders with the rest of the Buck. The Keeper 
always used to have the Shoulders which he sold for 5s, but as the Bucks are 
sold whole, I thought it proper to ask you this question. When ever you like 
to have your Venison sent to you, it will give me pleasure to receive your 
commands as the season for killing will very soon begin, in a week or ten 
days time. I think the Bucks will be very fine, I beg you will let me know 
when I shall send to Dr. Smith half a Buck, as I will take particular care to 
send yours and his as good as the Park will produce. Pray Sir is Mrs Box to 
have her Anny. continued.”
[Dr Samuel Smith (1721-1808) Headmster of Westminster School 1764-88. He 
continues to have venison for the next few years.]

(80) 23 July   Zach Mead, Buckingham, to HG
“I now have Recd. all their Lordships Rents here and shall be glad to know 
where I must pay it and it shall be done.”

(81) 28 July   Lady Glandore, Grafton Street, [London] to HG
“I am quite ashamed Gladwell of having been so long without answering 
your Letters, & thanking you for the trouble you have taken about me, I 
cannot send you a receipt till I return to Ardfert as all the stamped paper 
Mr Partington gave me is there but before the next half year becomes due 
you shall have it & an account of my everlasting Bills. I got the receipts & 
am only sorry you have so much plague about me. Lord G. would be much 
obliged to you if you would get the Pictures packed up very carefully & 
sent by Sea to Cork directed to him to the care of John Digby Esq. Merchant 
in Cork & if not troublesome to Lackington he wishes the other things to 
remain where they are. He bids me assure you you are very welcome to any 
table he has except one which is covered with green cloth & has drawers 
to it that contain many papers of consequence which would be extremely 
inconvenient to him to have removed from London. He does not know what 
a Pembroke table is, & therefore gives this description, but I fancy the one 
you mean is quite a different sort which I beg you will send for immediately 
& am quite glad you have taken a fancy to it. I must trouble you to send me 
once more the words of the receipt for I have lost Mr Partington’s directions. 
The Bills I chiefly wish to have paid are - Bellamy & Co. Silk Mercer at the 
Indian Queen Chandos Street (£l9.6s.6d) - Le Jenn stay maker No. 28 Great 
Castle Street Cavendish Square (5s.5d) a little woman who makes mends & 
washes lace but whose name I have forgot but who lives just by Lackington's 
& used to be employed constantly by Caroline (£9.0s.0d), the remainder of 
the money may go to pay some more of Butler's Bill. By keeping this Letter 
you will see what to do with my Money when you receive it in Septbr. Pray 
let me know whether I am not to send you two receipts for the last half year 
& the one that becomes due in Septbr,
Direct to me at Castle Ward Down, Patrick we are going there for a Month 
to see Ly Arabella When you see Charles tell him he is abominably lazy in 
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not answering my Letters, he has wrote but once, & I have three times. Is 
George grown, my Love to him."
[Lady Glandore’s sister-in-law, Arabella, had married Edvard Ward of Castle Ward, 
Co. Down. The house was built c.1760 and is interesting in that one façade is 
Classical and the other Gothick.] 

(82) 2 August   Thos Bennett from Stoneland to HG
“I have settled with Mr Partington the Nine Pound That was the Misstake 
in Our Last Account But he Will not pay Mr Herberts Bill for the Wood And 
fagots of Mr Garrets Wich you Ordered he told me to rite to you About it it 
is But one pound seven shillings if you think It proper I Could put it in The 
Book in sum other thing, Not two trouble him nor you any More About it.
Mr Partington was Very Good when we settled he found No fault Nor I 
hope he Never will have any Accasion. We have had A very fine haying 
time in this part of the Countrey, the Most Good hay as hath been known 
for many Years And Good Crops of Corn think God for it At this Time 
the Grass is all Burnt up We have not had rain for a Long time. We have 
Exspached Lord Rodney to Come To Stoneland A Great wile But he is not 
Come yet he thinks To Come two Tunbridge Wells now two stop there and 
as Well as any how as far as I know, I am afraid he will not Do much Good 
at Stoneland We Are Like to have a Good Many Patriges And Pheasants 
This season I should Be very happy two see you fire a monst them we have 
not So many hares as we youst two have My Mothers & sisters And my 
Duty two you And Mrs Gladwell And all our old Frends at Drayton I hope 
you Are All whell As we are At Stoneland Thanks Be two God for it Pray 
Sur Be So Good as two tell Mrs Gladwell that Dame Ginner is Perfackly 
whell Poor Old Mr Mills is Much the same As when you Left Stoneland 
Mr Currey At the Mill Goes on the Old Trade of Threshing turned his Wife 
and Daughter out of Dors the other night She is at the Rochs The Daughter 
Came up to my house at Lygreen for awile I think he must be avery Bad 
one. From your sarvant Two Demand Thomas Bennet & well wisher I hope 
you will Exscuse my not Ritten before.”

(83) 8 Aug   HG to P
“On the 7 Instant I Received of Mr Jarvis Worthington, of Slipton, the sum 
of £20 on Account of Arrears of rent that is due to my Lord and I have 
inclosed to you half of a £20 Note, the other half I will send to you as soon 
as you acknowledge the receiving the inclosed half note part of No.5334. 
I hope you received my Letter of the 3d July. I have finished Haymaking 
about a fortnight, and I have the pleasure to say, I have got about one 
Hundred & Twenty six Loads of as fine Hay as any in England. I am making 
something of the produce of the Hot House as well as some of the Wall fruit 
which I am sending to London, the Pines at 3/6 pr pound, the person to 
pay the Carriage, and the Wall Fruit at so much the Dozn. According to 
their goodness. I have sent Dr Smiths Venison, I hope it proved very good, 
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it looked very fine when it went from hence. The late Mr Yorke always used 
to have a Buck from Drayton every Year; I shall be glad to know if I am to 
send the present Mr Yorke any, & what quantity. The Bucks are now very 
fine. I hope I shall receive your orders for one very soon; and I will take care 
it shall be a very fine one. I hope you and your good Family are all well and 
may long continue so.”

(84) 11 Aug   W[ilia]m Bush, Brook Street to HG
“Mr Partington being in Sussex, in his absence I have received Yours of 
the 9th Inst. Inclosing half a Bank Note. I expect Mr Partington in Town 
some time in this Month but if I have an opportunity I shall either send or 
communicate the Contents of your Letter to him as soon as the other half of 
the Bank Note arrives. I hope you and Mrs Gladwell are both well.”
[Endorsed by HG that he sent the other half 14 Aug.]

(85) 14 Aug   P, from Offham, to HG
“Mr Bush had sent me your letter which he says he had ackwoldeged the 
receipt of, and I presume you have sent him the other half of the £20 note. It 
goes but a little way towards reducing Jarvis Worthingtons arrears. 
I am very indifferent about having any Venison myself, but I desire you 
will about Wed: or Thursday seven night send Ld Loughborough half a 
Buck directed to his House in Bedford Square Bloomsbury; I know it will 
be acceptable to his Lordship and I am satisfied it is quite proper and what 
Ld Sackville will approve. Pray let me know when you send it and let it be 
packed up cool – as to the other half you may or may not send it to me as 
you please, if you do, send it to Brook Street and always write to me there.
As to giving Venison in the Country I must leave it to you, the list certainly 
should not be increased, and as to Mr Yorke what his Father had can be no 
rule, but if you give to any of Ld Sackville’s near neighbours you may give 
to Mr Yorke as you do to them. 
In your Letter of the 3d of July you told me you had agreed to sell ten 
Brace of Bucks which, as that number can be spared out of the Park it was 
quite right to sell them; but unless I am greatly mistaken, when we talked 
of selling deer, We expected (at least I did) to get a better price than 6 Gs 
a Brace and I do believe People in London who sell Venison give a better 
price, but as you had agreed, it answered no end to make the enquiry this 
year. If Mr Bale sends them to London to the dealers in Venison he makes a 
middle profit, which we should have made by contracting with the London 
dealers. The Duke of Dorset has sold Venison and I wish you had written to 
Mr Gardiner; however you may another Year make further enquiry before 
you sell them.
As to the Pines you do not I suppose mean they will pay the expence of 
the Hot House, and as to Wall fruit I should not have had a thought of 
selling it. These are trifling considerations. The great expence of the present 
establishment at Drayton and how to reduce it has taken up much of my 
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time and thought, for reduced it must be. The Duke and Ld Sackville see 
it in the light I do, and his Lordship was surprised to find how little his 
Northamptonshire Estate would produce him. You will hear fully from me 
on this subject, and what I shall write to you as well as the Plans I shall 
propose will be laid down before his Grace and Lord Sackville if I have the 
opportunity of seeing his Lordship.
I want to know to what account Mrs Farrars Bill for Mr Germain to my 
Lord’s death, was charged. The sum was £3.14.0 and paid by Mrs Thomas to 
Mrs Farrar on the 17th of Sepr. I fancy you paid him and put it in your acct. 
made up to Ld. Sackville’s death for I do not find it in the Executors account 
which you settled with me, if it is and I have overlooked it let me know,
Another matter I would trouble you upon is relative to the dividend on the 
£3100 which I fear is not yet right. You will remember you first paid it me as 
a dividend due at Michs last but I finding another dividend due, concluded 
(without looking at the Books) that yours was Lady day and what I was 
receiving was Michas; I exchanged the receipt with you making it Lady day 
but they now say that the dividend on that Stock is payable at Michaelmas 
and Xmas consequently what you received was the dividend due at 
Michamas 1785 and what I received was the dividend due at Xmas last but 
then according to Ld Sackville’s Book there is ½ Year Dividend not received. 
Now what I desire you is to send me a copy of the receipt I gave you. I shall 
go into the City as soon as I get to London & will then examine the Books & 
see if it is a dividend received at Midsummer and Xmas or Michas & Lady 
day. I wish you could look back to for any receipts & see how you entered it 
in your accounts whether as a dividend received at Midsummer & Xmas or 
at Michas & Lady day.
If Mr Germain is with you pray my Compliments to him. I Thank you for 
your enquiries after my Family. We are all well I hope Mrs Gladwell and 
you are so.”
[Alexander Wedderburn (1733-1805) was an eminent lawyer & judge who was 
created Baron Loughborough in 1780. He became Lord Chancellor in 1793. He had 
been a great supporter of Lord George Sackville. A useful reference to the growing 
of “pines” (i.e. pineapples) in the hot house at Drayton. It demonstrates the craft of 
the gardener Darnell. There is a bill in 1783 for “63 large Pineapple Plants £9-9-
0”. Mrs Farrar was housekeeper to George Germain when he was at Westminster 
School.]

(86) 16 Aug   W[ilia]m Bush, from Brook St, to HG
“I am duly favoured with Yours of the 14th Instant inclosing the other half 
of the £20 Bank Note and shall place it to the proper Account as I do all 
Money I receive and pay in Mr Partington’s absence, I beg my Compliments 
to Mrs Gladwell and that you will accept the same yourself.”

(87) 19 Aug   HG to P
“By yesterdays post I received a Letter from Mr. Bush wherein he 
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acknowledged receiving my 2d part of the £20 Bank Note which I sent to 
him by the last post from here.
I will take care in obeying your commands in sending half a Buck to Lord 
Loughborough next week, I intend sending it to his Lordship by the Coach 
that goes from Thrapston on Tuesday night, & gets to London about 3 or 
4 o’Clock on Wednesday afternoon. And at the same time I will send half 
a Buck directed to you in Brook Street. As Sir G. Robinson has at all times 
been very attentive to My Lord & Mr Germain when in the Country, I 
wrote to my Lord to know if his Lordship approved of my sending him 
any Venison this year and his Lordship sent me an order to send Sir G R 
half Buck, at the same time my Lord ordered me to send half a Buck to Mr 
Polcock.
In conversation with you when you was last at Drayton I was in hopes of 
making more than six Guineas a Brace for the Bucks, but upon inquiring I 
found it a fair price according to the size of the Deer in Drayton Park, which 
are but small to Bucks in General, a Haunch seldom weighs 19 pounds 
some two & three pounds less. The Bucks in Knole Park are much larger 
consequently sell at a higher price, if I remember right. Mr Gardiner always 
used to send the Venison to Town in the Duke of Dorset’s cart every week 
in the killing times, from hence I must have paid the carriage which comes 
to 12 or 14 Shillings by the time it is delivered, besides running the risqué 
of the Deer being spoiled which often used to happen in hot weather, when 
my late Lord had Venison from hence, but next year if I can make a better 
bargain in Town with your approbation I certainly will do it.
I first consulted Mr Darnell about sending the Pines and the produce of the 
Hot House to Town, he wrote to a friend of his to take them, and we are of 
opinion that the produce this year will pay the expence.
Whatever plan for the establishment at Drayton the D of Dorset and my 
Lord and you may make for the future I will with pleasure execute. I am 
confident you have his Lordships interest at heart, and I can with truth say 
I feel the same.
You will see in my Account in the Executorship I see the 16 of Septr £500 on 
Acct. and paid on the 17 I paid Mrs Thomas £150 on Acct of Housekeeping, 
and out of that money Mrs Thomas paid Mrs Farrar Mr Germain’s Bill on 
the 17 of Sepr. £53.14 which she posted in her Account as she always used to 
do. I never had at any time in paying of any of the Bills while Mr Germain 
was at Westminster, it always was paid by Mrs Thomas and carried to her 
account with my late Lord.
The last time I paid my late Lord the Divd for the £3100 was Jany 24 1785 
up to Midsummer 1784 consequently there were on Midsum 2 half years 
interest due, that Midsumr. I received which you gave me a receipt, as Recd 
at Michaels but exchanged it to one for Lady day, the Xmas ½ year you 
received your self. I have looked back in my Account and I always entered 
the £46.10 as received at Midsummer & Xmas, a Copy of you last recd for 
£46.10.



66	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

Recd this 30 day of November 1785 of Mr H G the sum of £46.10 being 
half a Years Dividend due Lady day 1785 on the sum of £3100 old South 
Sea Annuities standing in the name of Lord George Sackville afterwards 
Lord George Germain I say received as one of the Trustees of George Lord 
Sackville deceased.”
[Sir George Robinson (1756-1799), 5th Baronet of Cranford, nr. Kettering, a near 
neighbour.]

(88) 28 Aug   P, from Brook St, to HG
“I received your Letter of the 19th inst. and the Venison came on Wednesday 
last for I inquired at Lord Loughboroughs, I sent mine to my Family.
As soon as I can I will fix a plan which I shall lay before the Duke of Dorset 
and Lord Sackville. It would much assist me if you will from your Book 
draw out and send me an Abstract of your expences for you have been at 
Drayton now a year, under the different Heads of Servants Wages & Board 
Wages, Park & Gardens, Land, Labourers, Cellars, Shop Bills, Taxes and 
repairs, and also send the Quantity of Land in hand.
Altho’ you never was used in Lord Sackville’s life to pay Mr Germain’s 
Westminster Bills but that they were paid by Mrs Thomas, Yet I am 
surprised that at my Lords death when you was to pay all the Bills that 
you did not yourself pay Mrs Farrar or give the exact sum to Mrs Thomas 
and enter it in your Acct. Does it not strike you a great absurdity to put Mr 
Germain’s Account into Mrs Thomas’s Account of Housekeeping, for my 
own part I should never have thought to have found it there every where 
else I looked, however it must remain as it does.
As to the Stock, your answer to my Letter is that the last Divd. you paid 
Lord Sackville was up to Michs. 1784 if that had been so there would have 
evidently been one half year’s Dividend quite lost for that Dividend you 
paid me could only have been to Xmas 1784 and that I received to Michs. 
1785 and last Michs. there would have been a year due. I examined my 
Lords Book and altho’ he does not say the time the Dividend was due, Yet 
from the time of his entries (for I looked several years back) I was convinced 
an half year was not accounted for and of course I concluded you had made 
a mistake and forgot to pay it my Lord; however I would not write to you 
until I had myself examined the Book at South Sea House, which with 
the assistance of the Clerk, I did last Friday, when I found you had made 
a mistake, but not the mistake I apprehended for you never had received 
the Dividend due at Michs. 1784 tho’ you had received the two following 
Dividends, viz. to Xmas 1784 which must have been that you paid my Lord, 
and to Michs. 1785 which you paid me. They have paid me the Dividend you 
left unreceived so that now I hope all is right, altho’ you see we were very 
near losing the £46.10.0. You must alter the receipt I gave you on the 30th 
Novr. and make it due Michs, 1785 instead of Lady day 1785. The reason 
of its being wrote first Michs. and then Lady day, was, that you paid it me 
at the time you paid the Dividend due on the £22,880 reduced Annuities 
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which are due at Michs & Lady day and told me that the Dividend on the 
£3100 of the Anns. 1751 was due at the same time; I know nothing of the 
Stock myself. I therefore entered it as you told me to Michs, and if it had 
been a Michs Dividend there would have been no more due until after Lady 
day, but when I went on the 7th of March they told me there was half a year 
due which I recd. and concluded it must be due at Michaelmas, and I wrote 
to you on the 14th of March telling you of the mistake & desiring the receipt 
to be altered; in reply to which Letter you convinced me it was a Michs. and 
Lady day Dividend and that you had received it to Lady day 1785 and so my 
receipt to you was altered. I since discovered it to be a Midsummer & Xmas 
Dividend & wrote to you accordingly, and so we have received the £46.10.0.
I have been very particular in stating this matter to you and hope you 
will thoroughly comprehend it, the trouble it has given is entirely to you 
omitting to receive the half year Divd. due Michs. 1784 and the additional 
confusion to you not knowing whether it was a Dividend due at Michs. 
or Midsr. even when I wrote to you in March last, but there has been no 
loss and I trust you have never made such an omission before. You may be 
satisfied at the S.S. House that you left the Dividend due Midsummer 1784 
unreceived, tho’ you received the two following years.

P.S. On recollection I enclose you the receipt properly altered and desire 
you will send that I gave you on the 30th Novr. in a Cover directed to Mr 
Hoper at Mr Boodles Lower Brook Street Grosvenor Square by return of 
Post as I shall be out of Town and Mr Bush is ill.”
	
(89) 30 Aug   HG to P
“I received yours this Evening with your Receipt inclosed for the £46.10 
and at the same time I have returned to you your Receipt. I am extremely 
sorry you have had so much trouble on occasion of my blunder but it did 
not strike me at first where the mistake lay, but upon reflection it roused to 
my mind how I made the mistake. I always used upon going to Town (as 
soon as convenient) go into the City and receive the dividends at the Bank 
& S.S.H. (the Michs. and Midsummer) the beginning of December, last year 
my Lord did not leave here till late in Jany, I took the first opportunity of 
Receiving the Dividends, at that time the Xmas 1/2 year at the S.S.H £46.10 
for 1784 was due as well as the Midsummer. I meant then to receive the 
Midsummer half year only not the S.S.H and by mistake signed the Book for 
the Xmas half year instead of the Midsummer, the Lady day half year at the 
Bank and the Xmas half year at the S.S.H. I paid my late Lord the 24 of Jany 
1785 the Xmas half year of £46.10 thinking it to be the Midsummer and took 
his Lordships Receipt for the same. I am very happy you have discovered 
the mistake. I will take care and send you an abstract of the Wages &c &c of 
Drayton the first opportunity. I am extremely sorry to hear Mr Bush is ill.” 
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(90) 4 Sept   HG to P
“I have inclosed to you the Account under different heads as you instructed 
in your Letter of the 28 of August. I hope it will be of some assistance to 
you in forming your plan for this place; it is impossible I can send to you 
an account of the whole years expences so clear as I could wish as there 
are several housekeeping things that are outstanding and some that must 
be had before the expiration of the year, but as far as I have gone relating 
to the Servts wages, Board wages, Park, Gardens, Land, Labourers, Cellar, 
Taxes, and repairs, and also the Quantity of land in hand, I flatter myself I 
am pretty right, as to the shop Bills concerning Drayton I intended to have 
called them in at Mich. and made an abstract of them and to have sent it to 
you for your inspection, as well as a Copy of my Book Acct since you & I last 
settled at Drayton. If I have erred in any part of the inclosed account I hope 
your goodness will excuse it. If you chose it I will send to you an abstract of 
my whole Acc since you settled, as well as that of the Tradesmens Bills that 
are to be paid at Michs.” 

Henry Gladwell   	 one years wages	 £50
Mrs Seamark	 Do.	 8
Mrs Thomas	 Do.	 20
Mr Thomas	 Do.	 25
Mr Darnell	 Do.	 20
Charles Bird	 Do.	 10
Thomas Bird	 Do. 	 10
Mr Bird	 Do. 	 16
Mary Bird 	 Do.	 7
Ann Five Ash	 Do. 	 7
		  173

Board Wages 

Henry Gladwell	 52 weeks at 10/6 pr wk		 27-6 -
Mrs Seamark	 Do.	 Do.		 27-6 -
Mrs Thomas	 Do.	 Do.		 27-6 -
Mr Thomas	 Do. 	 Do.		 27-6 -
Mr Darnell	 Do.	 Do.		 27-6 -
Charles Bird	 Do.	 7s pr wk	 18-4 -
Mary Bird	 Do. 	 Do.	 18-4 -
Ann Fiveash	 Do. 	 Do.	 18-4 -
				    191-2 -
Park

To making Drains		  18 -
To wall to the Ditch by (Mr Watts)		  9-6
John Meadows 5 days work		  5 - 
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Gardens computed at 11 Acres of Ground 395 Fruit Trees exclusive of Vines 
&c against the Walls

Mr Darnell one Years wages £20 
52 weeks Board wages at 10/6 pr wk £27.6	 47-6
Glaziers Bill to this time for 45 Squares of
Garden Lights	 1-17-6
7 pounds of Putty	 - 3- 6
Mending a pipe at the Green House	 - 2 –
10 Squares to the Hot House	 - 10 –
6 Squares to the Garden Lights	 - 5 –
Mr Whitchurch a Bill for nails &c	 1-15-5
Coals & Tar for the Hot House	 11-2 -
Mr Haynes a Bill for Fruit Trees	 1- 7 -
James Jessup Labour at 8 pr week 52 weeks	 20-16 -
Richard Walden     Do.     Do.	 20-16 -
	 106 - 5

Land in hand

Great Pasture			   30 Acres
Middle Do.			   27
Mill Close			   27				    84 acres

Paid for Mowing &c 57 Acres of Grass which produced
126 Loads of Hay Gave the Mowers 2s pr Ac and 4d pr
Acre for Beer Gave the Haymakers 6d pr day & 2d for Beer
2 Loaders 1/6 pr day & 4 for Beer and three stackers the same, the whole 
expence of getting in & stacking the 126 Loads of hay
								        26- 7-5
To thatching the 4 stacks					     	 1-9-10
								        27-16-3

Labourers in the Park

Joseph Meadows at 7s pr week 52 weeks				    18-4 -
Charles How at 6	 Do. 	 Do.				    15-12 -
								        33-16 -

Cellars

When I came to Drayton I found in the Strong Beer Cellar
Stands about 2 Hdd each						     19 ½
Nov 30 Opened for the Audit					     1
Expended							            ½
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May 5 opened a Stand for the Aut.				    1
July 10 opened a Stand for 
My Lords use							       1
3 Stands opened for our use
Which we are to replace next 
Octr Brewing at our expence
by leave of my Lord						      3
								        6 ½
					     Remains		  13

Wine used by my Lord
and Mr Germain since I came to Drayton

	 Champ	 Claret	 Mader	 Port	 Lis	 Brandy
	 B	 B	 B	 B	 B	 B
	 3  	 70	 10	 22	 2	 3

Malt for Small Beer about	 24-15 -
I cannot be quite certain as I have 
not got the last Malsters Bills but
I think it will not exceed £25	 1-15 -
Paid the Brewer for Brewing	 26-10 -
The expence of making the new Cellar	 15 - -
Saw dust	 -  2 –
Corks	 -  3 2 ½
2 beer Casks	 -  2-8
Corks	 -  1-1
	 15-8-11 ½

Tradesmens Bills

Nov 21 1785	 I paid no Bills before this time
Dec 18		  Making cover to Billiard Table			   -  3 –
Dec 26		  paid the Bakers Bill when my Lord
		  was at Drayton in Sepr.				    -  2 –
1786		  Do. Mr Sackville				    -  1-6
Jan 6 		  Mr Bourks man one weeks Board		  - 10 6
		  Do. Groom 8 days				    -  8 –
		  Lord Tichfield man	 Do.			   -  8 –
    8		  Sweeping Chimneys				    -  2 –
		  paid Mr Bakers Bill for meat when
		  My Lord was at Drayton at Xmas			  2-12-6
Feby 19	paid Mr Thomas’s Bill					     1 - -
		  paid the Bakers Bill when my 
		  Lord was at Drayton at Xmas			   - 10-9
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Mar 3 		  paid Mr Whitchurch a Bill			   6- 8-9
		  An Account Book				    -  5 –
   17		  Allowed Mr Baker on Exchange for a Cow	 - 10 –
Apr 24		  paid Mr Whitchurch a Bill			   1-18-4
    26 		  paid Messrs Lockingtons Bill
		  Luck
		  Squires
		  Watts
		  Saunders
		  Wright
		  Bullmays					     105-8-6

		  Lenton				    These Bills you have got
		  Buck
		  Barn
		  Bradley
		  Patrick
		  Knight
Apr 28		  Mr Porter Iron Mongers Bill			   1-3-
    29		  Mr Keeps					     - -19
May 1		  Mr Knight for a Load of Straw			   1-1-
		  Mr Mansfield Bill				    2-8-1
		  Mrs Thomas  Do.				    1-6-2
		  Mr Humphreys Do. Looking after the Clocks
								        1-15-9
June 10	 paid for Tar Cords					     - 3 –
Aug 7		  paid Mr Bakers Bill for meat when
		  Mr Germain was at Drayton Whitsunday		 - 10-4 ½
		  paid for Bread & flour for Do. Do.		  -  3-4
		  paid R Britten					     -  3-10
		  paid Mrs Thomas a Bill for soap & Starch
								        2-11-4
Bills that are to be paid at Michs or the audit which you please

		  Iron Monger to this time			  1-14-
		  Clock makers to Michs about		  1-10-
		  Mr Whitchurch a Bill for paint used
		  at Drayton				    3-11-11
		  Do. For Candles for Drayton		  5- 2-
		  Mr Squires for Coals since the last Bill	 7 – 5 –
		  Mr Watts				    -  9- 6
		  Mr Waples Smith			   5- 7- 9
		  Mr Lenton Glazier			   4- 6- 5
		  Mr Saunders Farrier			   2- 13-4
		  Mr Knight for Taxes to Michs.		  46-17-8 ½
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		  Mr Buck	 Do.			   -  6-10
		  Mr Barns about				    9 - -

Carpenters Work at Drayton & Plaisters & Painting

		  John Bradley Carpenter work done
		  by him since the 10 of Decr 1785 to
		  the present time				   7- 15-5

July 15	 John Abbot Plaisterer & painting a Bill
							       -  18 –
     22	    Do.		  Do.				    -  18 –
     29	    Do.		  Do.				    -   9 -
							       10- 15-5

Extra Labourers

Nov 21		  paid John Meadows 3 days work		  -  3 –
1786 Apr	 paid Do. 5 days work			   -  5 –
May		  paid Do. 1 days work			   -  1 –
June 10		  paid Do. 2 days work			   -  2 –
     24		  paid Do. 2 days work			   -  2 –
		  paid Hacket cutting Thistles		  -  1 –
Jan 1		  paid Elderkin 2 weeks in the Stables
		  When my Lord was at Drayton at Xmas	 - 14 –
    6		  paid Elderkin looking after my 
		  Lords Horse				      7 –
							       1-15 –
		  Christmas Boxes			   2- 2-
		  Plow Boys on Plough Monday		  -  2-6
		  The Clerk of the Parish once a year	 1- 1-

Taxes

Apr 10	 paid 2 poor Leavys for Lowick	 15- 9-6
   24	 Mr Goodger ½ a Years Land Tax due last
	 Lady day for land called the Langfield
	 in the parish of Aldwinckle	 5-  12 –
	 Paid Mr Knight Collector ½ a Years
	 Land Tax due last Lady day	 17 – 15 -4
	 Paid Do. One Years Window Tax
	 (old duty) due last Lady day	 21- 3
	 Paid Do. New duty	 20 - -
	 Paid for the School House
	 Old duty	 2-1-6
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	 Do. New duty	 3-5-	 47-14-3
	 Do. For the Keepers Lodge old duty	  - 3-
	 Do. New duty	 - 3-
	 Paid one Years House Tax due Do.
	 for Drayton	 -18-9
		
	 Paid Do. ½ Years Tax due last Lady
	 Day upon Male Servts.	 6-2-6
	 Do. Female servants	 1-1-
	 Do. For 13 Horses	 3-5-	 10-11-6
	 Do. For one Waggon	 - 2-
	 Do. For 2 Carts	 - 2-

Jun 5 	 paid Mr Knight one year Composition
	 for the high ways ending at Mich 1786	  3-16-3
    6	 paid Mr John Luck a poors Leavy	 7-14-9
Aug 28	 paid Lewis Davison 2 Leavy charges
	 for land belonging to Lord Sackville
	 in the parish of Aldwinckle
	 (called Bullock Wood)	 - 13-4
		  109-6-11

Taxes due but the Collector cannot inform 
what part will be paid next Michs.
		  ½ a Years Land Tax			   17-2-10
		  Do. Window old Duty			   10-11-6
		  Do. New				    10-  -
		  Do. House Tax				      9-2 ½ 
							       33-3-8 ½
		
		  Taxes upon Male Servants	 6	  5-5-
		  Do. Female			   4	  1- -
		  Do. Horses			   9	  2-5-
		  Do. Waggon			   1	  - 2-
		  Do. Carts			   2	  - 2-
							       46-17-8 ½
							       109-6-11
				    Total Taxes		  156-3-11 ½
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Abstract of the Whole Acc.

Servants wages						      173-0-0
Do. Board Wages					     191-0-0
Park							       1-7-6
Gardens						      106-0-5
Haymaking &c						       27-16-3
Labourers about the House Park Gardens
In hand							      33-16-0
34 Acres of Fence Round the Great Pasture		  2-14-2
Tradesmens Bill paid					     132-13-4 ½
Tradesmens Bills to be paid at Michs. Audit		  89-2-5 ½
Carpenters Lathes & painters work			   10-0-5
Christmas Boxes					     3-5-6
Taxes paid						      115-19-5
Taxes to be paid						     46-17-8 ½
Extra Labourers						     1-15-0
Cellars						       	 26-10-0
Expences of Making the new Cellar		      	 15-8-11 ½
							       1011-3-2
							       33-16-0
							       977-7-2

[This gives a good idea of the establishment at Drayton with the list of household 
staff &c. A number of the craftsmen and tradesmen were local people: Stephen 
Whitchurch and Waples dealt in ironmongery in Lowick; John Abbott the plasterer 
and Henry Lenton the glazier were both frequently employed at Drayton The 
references to when either Lord Sackville or his brother George were at Drayton 
shows how infrequently the house was used by them at this time.] 

(91) 30 Sept   HG to P
“When Mr. Germain left this I let him have £7-7 on his own Account to 
take him to Town. I desired him to acquaint you with it as I do not care to 
trouble you with a letter. I intend to go to London some time next Month 
but shall be glad to sort it so as to have the pleasure of seeing you there, and 
then you may repay me the £7-7.
May the 25 I Recd. of you the sum of £200 on Acc to pay the Servants Wages 
&c at Drayton but I find upon striking a Balance of my Acc to the 2d of 
Octr. when I intend to pay 2 Months Board wages that are then due, I find 
I shall not have money enough to pay the Ser. ½ Years wages due to Michs. 
which amounts to £86.10. I shall be glad if you chose to send me any more 
money before the Audit or let the wages and Bills, on Drayton Acc, alone 
till you come here. The Bills on Drayton Acc will come to little more than 
the Account I sent to you of these in my Letter of the 4 Instant except Mr 
Squires, the Coal Mercht whose Bill will be about £30, as I thought it proper 
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to take in a Quantity of Coals at this time for the Winter; as I get them 
something cheaper than at that season of the year.”

(92) 30 Sept   Charles Lackington, from St Albans St., London, to HG
“Yesterday a person Called with this Draught of Lady Glandores and I have 
ordered her to Call Again next week for An answer I Recd a Letter from 
Lord Glandore Last week and he Have Recd the things Safe and Says that 
Lord Sackville arrived there Last week perfectly well we Ware Very Sorry 
that it was not in yur power to wait on our frends at Drayton in our Tour 
But we Had so Maney Frends to go to See at Bridgenorth that it was Not in 
our power to Get Away in time to Make Drayton In our way to Town we 
ware out three weeks and Stayed onley two nights in a Place we stayed 
at Worcester with Mr & Mrs Thomas a Day they ware verey lively and 
pressed us to Stay Longer I never Saw Any Body Improve so much as James 
Thomas dos he Gos on Verey well and is Verey Happy they all Begs their 
Best Respects to you and Mrs Gladwell & Mr & Mrs Thomas Mrs Love and 
all Frends James Begs his Duty to His Father & Mother & Love to his Sister 
we Stayed two nights at Windsor which Made Mr Dick Verey Happy who 
Begs His Best Respects to you & All Frends as dos Mr Gardner ostlerman is 
Com to town with a Inglish Gentleman and is Verey well and Begs His Best 
Respects to you and all Frends we had a verey Good Horse & Chaise and 
the weather verey fine which made it verey pleasant My wife & Children 
Joyn in Love and Best wishes to you an all frends.”

(93) 1 Oct   Lady Glandore, from Ardfert, to HG
“I received your last Letter, & am much obliged to you for reminding me 
of Miss Howell’s bill which however I should have mentioned to you if she 
had not been so impatient for her money to wait till I could pay her out of 
the Annuity, it was therefore discharged in full about four Months ago, & if 
you should happen to hear of any other bills I may have forgot, you would 
much oblige me by mentioning them to me. I am afraid you will not be able 
to pay out of this half year as many of the demands as I had hoped to get 
rid of, as I was forced to draw a Bill on you in favour of one Ann Morlet to 
the amount of 21 pds. Odd shillings payable the first week in Octbr. which 
I beg the favour of you to reserve money for, & to pay it when called upon. 
You have no idea how astonished I was at the sight of my dear Charles 
when he arrived at Castle Ward after having rode a post horse all Night 
for on landing at Dublin he was informed we were there, but was to leave 
it the next day, & as it is 80 Irish Miles from Dublin he knew he could not 
get there before we left it unless he posted all night, which he did, without 
ever taking a servant or knowing the way. It was very good of him to be 
so anxious to see us. He travelled with Ld G. & me to Kerry & is now here 
well & happy, but will I fear be obliged to leave us soon to my very great 
regret. He is universally liked & I feel quite vain of him. Pray give my Love 
to George, who, I hear, has entirely forgot me, & remember me to your wife.
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I hope Molly Thomas is well"

[A postscript] “I am ashamed to tell you that I fear I have mislaid the stamped 
paper Mr. Partington sent me, so that I cannot enclose you the receipts till 
you get me more of it. I am sure you have known me anywhere by that 
intolerable carelessness.”

(94) 1 Oct   HG to Lackington
“I recd yours dated the 30 Inst with Lady Glandores draft upon me for 
£21.19 payable to Mrs Ann Molet for which I have inclosed to her my order 
upon Messrs Drummonds for that sum. You will be so good as to take Rec 
from her for £21.19 in my name. Who or what Mrs A. Molet is I do not know, 
but I shall be most obliged to you if you will be so good as to ask her, and 
let me know when you write next. If it is convenient to you will you be so 
good as to buy a Bag of the best Hops & order them to be sent down here 
by next Saturdays Waggon, as I intend to Brew some Strong Beer this Octbr. 
We were much disappointed at not seeing you and Mrs Lackington here, 
we much expected you, and flattered ourselves with that pleasure till the 
receipt of your Letter last Sunday. I intend to be in Town some time next 
Month. I hope it will be convenient for you to take us in.
All Friends here join in Compliments to you & Mrs Lackington, the little 
ones Mr Dick, Mr Osterman and all our old Acquaintances that you may 
see Do.”

(95) 2 Oct   Lady Glandore, from Dublin
“Please to pay the first week in Octbr, to Ann Molet or order the sum of 
twenty one Pounds nineteen shillings & place it to the account of Diana 
Glandore.”
[Endorsed by HG] “Gave an order upon Messrs Drummonds Octr 2 1786.”

(96) 4 Oct   P, from Withyham, to HG
“Mr Boodle who is come to meet me here on business brought with him 
your letter and I have desired him if he finds you have an Account at Messrs. 
Drummonds to pay them on your account the seven Guineas you gave to 
Mr Germain. It is impossible for me now to say in what part of November I 
shall be in London. I shall be at Northampton the beginning of the Month. 
I think I was told the Audit was always the latter end of the Month. I 
don’t see why it should be so late, but suppose they will not be ready with 
their rents before the usual time – if they could by the 10th of November 
I might then do all my business at once and not have two journeys into 
Northamptonshire. I could then go directly to London & remain there a few 
days but if I must come to Town the beginning of November and go down 
to Drayton the latter end, I cannot (at least as yet) say what days I can be 
in London, for some of the time I must be in this Country. If you think the 
Audit can be the 10th of November let me know, if not say what is the usual 
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day. In case it cannot be the 10th of November I will (when I can) let you 
know the days I shall be in Town between my coming out of and returning 
to Northamptonshire. I cannot remit any more money. What remains to 
be paid must be paid at the Audit. In the Mansion House I have kept up 
during a minority, and in those I do now pay the expence of supporting 
the Servants Wages Taxes Repairs & are all paid at the Audit and no money 
paid at any other time. I shall very soon send you a plan of the future 
establishment & expence of Drayton.”

(97) 11 Oct   Edward Boodle, from Brook St, to HG
“Accept my best thanks, however late, for your obliging present of Game 
which came perfectly good, that you intended for Mr Partington, as he was 
out of Town, I distributed amongst his friends according to the directions 
he had left and I took care to inform him of your civil intention towards 
him.
I am not entirely without hope of seeing you at Drayton this Autumn, 
as Mr Partington intends crossing the Country from Berkeley Castle to 
Northamptonshire, and I shall probably accompany him throughout 
his Journey. If I do I hope to shew you that I have profited a little by the 
instruction you have given me in the art of shooting. I have been out but 
two Mornings this Season. On the first I killed two brace & a half of Birds & 
on the second a brace of Cock Pheasants.
I beg to be remembered to Mrs Gladwell & to Mr Etough when you see him.
Mr Germain was very well on Sunday last when he did me the honour of 
dining with me.”

(98) 11 Oct   B.C. Turner, from Wooburn Farm, to HG
“I received your kind friendly letter which gave me great pleasure, to find 
you, & Mrs Gladwell were well. I don’t know how I shall express myself 
to you, to forgive my not writing before, but by writing the heads of my 
past spent time, which I hope will plead for me, on the 15th of July set out 
with my Ld. on the home Circuit for three weeks, as servant Cook worked 
hard, liv’d well, & put about 9 little guineas in my pocket, it was a deal 
better than staying at home idle, I am sure of your good word for it, came 
home to Bedford square, sett off the next day for Tunbridge Wells, got upon 
in the morning at that sweet place, went to market before breakfast, came 
home & get my bill past, then went to work as Cook, got dinner ready, after 
cleaned myself, & waited at the side board as Mr Butler so spent my time 
for 6 weeks. I see a great change in the behaviour of people at this place 
to what it was formerly. Mr & Mrs Knight never ask’d me to walk in or 
sett down, I assure you dear Sr it affected me much, not that I wanted any 
thing, but the remembrance of past times, & the pretentions of friendship 
which in such people is selfishing. I paid £3.10s for the house my Ld. was 
in, & then he asked me for the receipt of the cash saved he said Mr Beale 
bid him ask me for it, I told him that he might give it, for I know he had 
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it. Stapely behaved very well, & desired his best respects when I shewed 
him your letter, I received the news hear of my dear wife being brought to 
bed of a fine young drummer, though he cannot beat, yet he can give as 
fine a rally as any one of his age in the company’s service, thank god they 
are both well, he was born the day before your honour wrote, how I shall 
come off with Mrs G when I see her, I cant tell, but must beg forgiveness. I 
went to see the old place of our former happiness, it brought all things past 
fresh to memory, I found all things in the same clean order, all the pictures 
in the breakfast parlour are gone to Knowle, all our friends I found well, I 
met with a hearty welcome. I am sorry to inform you that poor Mrs Bennett 
took to her bed the day before I left the wells & am afraid ere this she is 
no more there is shocking work at the mill, fighting, drinking & parting. 
I did not think it worth while to go to them. I see the Cesar I think he is 
broke very much we all drank your health & every body there wishes to 
see you again. Mr & Mrs Gardiner‘s best respects to you. Mrs G desired I 
woud tell you that Mr G had very bad luck the beginning of the shooting 
season, went out but kill’d none luckily for him, he heard of a famous gun 
somewhere in sweet Westminster, get it but did not know who ever shot out 
of it took his dog, sees well, hits better & brings home 2 & 3 brace of bird 
of a day, its nothing now but knock them down, Mrs G sais you must not 
expect to hear from Mr G for she is sure he will not write, which is a great 
feather in my cap, for I hope to come off better for it, they are now I believe 
at Windsor, & I am at Wooburn farm & shall be very happy to leave it, I am 
now turned to my old station of Mr Cook. Mr G has been so good as to call 
twice of my wife & offered her any thing that was in her power to get, my 
wife gave me a fine lecture because I had not wrote to you & Mrs G, she 
desires her best respects to you both, & please to give mine to all enquiring 
friends, & except to you & Mrs Gladwell mine & my wifes best prayers & 
wishes for your health & happiness.
[Addenda] I forgot to mention I drank both your healths on the ninth of 
September, & god send you both, many happy days together.”
[B.C. Turner is Braxton Charles Turner who was Lord Sackville’s servant in 
London.]
  
(99) 15 Oct   HG to P
“I Received yours dated the 4 Instant and Messrs. Drummond have 
informed me that they on the 6 of this Month Recd of you the sum of £7.7 on 
my Account & placed it to my Credit.
I have no doubt yt every thing will be ready for your holding the Audit here 
on the 10th of next Month, as soon as I received your Letter I acquainted all 
the principal Tenants with your intentions, and I have the pleasure to say 
they have promised me that they will do all they can to be ready with their 
Rent at the time appointed by you. The Audit always used to be held the 
latter end of Novr. by Mr Yorke, as he gave the Tenants an opportunity of 
availing themselves of a Fair that is always held at Brigstock for Cattle about 
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the 22d of November. You will be so good as to give me immediate notice if 
you have fixed in your mind to hold the Audit on the time proposed as next 
Sunday I intend to give Publick notice of it in the Church.
The repairs that you have consented to have done to the different Farms 
are not finished, neither will they be done by the time you come here. I and 
some of the Tenants have been obliged to advance Money to the different 
articles on Acc when you come here you may settle that as you please. 
The Taxs must be paid for the 23d of this Month as I shall not have money 
enough to pay them. I have settled with Mr Knight who assists the Collector 
and one of my Lords Tenants, to pay them and to repay him again at the 
Audit, if you approve of this method you need give yourself the trouble 
of remitting the Money to me on that Account, Mr Knight is not certain at 
present what the Taxes will come to as he is not sure the Window Tax will 
be collected at the same time. As to the Bills, I will get them in and examine 
them ready for your inspection when you come here.”

(100) 18 Oct   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“I Received yours of the 15th this instant and give you immediate notice of 
the audit being to be held Friday the 10th of Novr. at Drayton where I hope 
to be the preceeding Eveg, possibly Mr Boodle may come with me.”

(101) 21 Oct   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“Inclosed is the plan which has met with the Duke of Dorset’s approval, 
and his Grace desired it to be put in Execution. I think you should shew it 
to Mr & Mrs Thomas because altho’ every thing during the Minority must 
be under your direction only, yet I am certain there are several things in her 
immediate department, which must be altered.
To the rest of the Servants you will see what are the Duke’s and my 
Directions. By raising board Wages much mischief has been done and I 
suppose the Housemaids, altho’ they have more than they had before, will 
be dissatisfied but that cannot be helped. The Family of Birds must settle 
it among themselves, but I conceive £30 annual Wages & the Perquisite of 
a park, to be very ample payment for a Park keeper. The £10 is the same 
as was allowed to the Game keeper. You will tell the Gardener that the 
expences of the Gardens are to be reduced, that no professed Gardener is to 
be kept & therefore he may look out for another place, which I apprehend a 
Man of his Skill & Integrity will easily find.
I have made a short Observation respecting yourself but I will here add 
further, that the Servant wanted in your Situation is the Bailiff to act under 
whoever is to be principal Steward. He should understand the Husbandry 
of the Country, and have some judgement as to repairing Farms &c, as his 
business is to see the Tenants use their Farms properly, to report the state 
of the Buildings, and take care that the repairs ordered at the Audit are 
properly done, and also to see that the Mansion House Park &c are kept in 
proper Order, and during the Minority and until Butlers and such Servants 
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are appointed, he must have the care of the Cellars and every thing within 
the House. Nothing is to be ordered or done by any Person without his 
direction, under whom every Servant is to be.
This Situation you are in & altho’ I could not expect to find you conversant 
in Farming business & I will not compliment you to say you are, yet I 
plainly perceive you are endeavouring to be so, therefore as long as it is 
agreeable to you, to serve Lord Sackville, in the capacity of Bailiff, no one I 
am certain will serve him more faithfully and you will every day be more 
and more conversant in your business.
So what I have written respecting yourself, I will add what concerns us 
both, which is, that Drayton must during Lord Sackville’s Minority, be kept 
up with as little expence as possible: the economy and frugality which it is 
our duty to observe (and which I have observed in like cases) cannot affect 
Lord Sackville’s Honor or credit. When he comes of Age, I trust he will do 
every thing that is proper to support both, but until then, he must not be 
considered to have any concern in what is being done at Drayton nor when 
he comes thence, should he be solicited or asked for any thing relative to 
the Establishment. What was said to him respecting board Wages, he had 
no recollection of. And I do assure you, when I explained to him the small 
annual sum he would have from the Rents while the present Expence is 
continued he seemed quite astonished.
When Lord Sackville choses to come to Drayton I have always wished he 
should have every thing for his personal Comfort but that I do not consider 
as part of the Establishment. I shall only add that you know how uneasy I 
have always been at the great expence of Drayton. The late Lord Sackville 
complained of it in his life time, and often said to me it should be reduced 
when any thing happened to Mr Yorke. What then would he think of £1000 
a Year & upwards being spent in supporting Drayton house and Gardens 
during his Son’s Minority. You know I at first opposed some things which 
were proposed, and I can only Account for giving way to some other 
things from the interesting time when they were proposed, and then not 
duly considering the consequences on point of expence, I am going into 
Gloucestershire, and shall not return to Town before I come to Drayton, and 
where I hope to be Thursday fortnight the 9th of November. If you wish to 
write to me next Week direct to Berkeley Castle, Gloucestershire.” 
[The Plan is annexed and lists each position with its wages and responsibilities and 
is a most interesting example of the staffing of a country house where there is not a 
day-to-day owner or family living in but rather a staff that maintains the house and 
estate but enough to provide hospitality when the need arises.]
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1786 Octr 21st A Plan for the Management of Drayton House Park Gardens 
&c. the Seat of the Rt. Honble. Lord Viscount Sackville during his Minority

Servants Necessary		  Wages			   Observations
Bailiff				    77-6-		  It is apprehended that a 
Bailiff might be found at a less Salary but Mr Gladwell having offered to 
Serve Lord Sackville in that capacity at £50 a Year & half a Guinea a week 
board Wages, the Satisfaction of having so old & faithful a Servant in a 
place of so much Trust will justify the giving more Wages than what would 
be given to a Stranger

Housekeeper			   47-6-		  There are now two 
Housekeepers at Drayton which is certainly unecessary and the Trustees 
would not be justified in paying two but under the particular circumstances 
of the Case, which is that Mrs Seamark has been housekeeper there for many 
Years and might not, on any account to be removed, but must be continued 
at the same Wages & board Wages which she had in Lord Sackville’s life 
time. Mrs Thomas was his Lordship’s housekeeper and Mr Partington has 
understood it was his wish she should continue with his Son which she 
agreed to do at £20 a Year Wages and half a Guinea a Week board Wages                                        

Two Housemaids		  45-4-		  Their board Wages have 
been raised to 7s a Week and if it is what is given by any of the neighbouring 
Families to Housemaids left in the Country it may be given to them but it is 
apprehended quite the contrary and that 6s a Week is as much as is given 
to a Housemaid in the Country. One Housemaid with an Housekeeper is 
sufficient (during a Minority) to take care of the house and furniture but 
from the Age of Mrs Seamark & the situation of Mrs Thomas has been in 
it is not expected of whichever of them is Housekeeper to do the laborious 
part.

One Labourer about the House	  18-4-

Two Labourers in the Garden	  41-12-		  There is a Gardener at 
£20 a Year Wages and £27-6 board Wages raised to half a Guinea a Week but 
there does not appear to be any necessity for having a professed Gardener. 
Two Labourers and occasionally a Gardener to prune the Trees will under 
the direction of the Bailiff keep the Garden in sufficient order until Lord 
Sackville makes Drayton his place of residence.
Park Keeper			   30- -

Game Keeper			   10- -		  The Keepers are old Mr 
Bird and his Sons Charles & Thomas. The Old Man has £16 a year and no 
board Wages, but what part of the business belongs to him does not appear: 
for Charles who now has £10 a year & 7s a week board Wages acts as Park 
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keeper & Thomas Bird who has £10 a Year & no board Wages is the Game 
keeper. There are 84 Acres of land in hand which seems much more than 
necessary but that must be particularly inquired into & settled.

Brewing			   30- -

Carts				    30- -

Common repairs of the house	 50- -

Taxes   Whatever they amount to but it does not appear they will exceed
				    150- -	
				    529-12 –

Whatever were Mrs Seamarks Wages must be added
				    23- -

One Labourer about the House As in this Account some Articles of expence 
about the House are Omitted such as the Keepers Cloaths &c Yet if they 
altogether with Mrs Seamark’s Wages amount to £70: the whole expence 
will not exceed £600 which it might not do.
N.B. No mention being made of Mr Thomas in the above Plan it is necessary 
to observe that it is not Mr Partington’s Intention to consider him as part of 
the Establishment at Drayton but to pay him a sum equivalent to his Wages 
and board Wages, and charge it to the Trust Account.

(102) 10 Oct   HG to Lady Glandore                                         
“I had the honor of receiving your Ladyships Letter dated the 1st Instant by 
the last post, and on the 2d I received your draft upon me payable to Mrs 
Ann Molet for £21.19 which I immediately paid to her according to your 
Ladyship’s order, As soon as I can I intend to go to London, and will take 
care to pay your Ladyship’s Bills you mentioned to me in a former Letter, 
which with what I have already paid to Mrs. A, Molet will amount to 
£74.3.11 by that your Ladyship will see I shall have nothing left to pay Mess. 
Crook & Butler this half years Annt. but I will call & promise to make good 
another payment in the Spring that is as soon as I can after the next half 
years Annt. becomes due at Lady day 87. I have inclosed to your Ladyship 
Two Receipts the one for your half Years Annt. due to Lady day last, and the 
other to Michaelmas 1786.
It gives me great pleasure to hear that your Ladyship & Lord Glandore are 
well, and that my Lord is with you but I must own that it would give me 
infinite pleasure to see his Lordship at Drayton which I have not done since 
Christmas. Will your Ladyship do me the Honor of presenting my humble 
duty to Lord Glandore and my Lord, if his Lordship is still at Ardfert. The 
last account I had of Miss Sackville and Mr Germain is they are both well. 



	 Letters	 83

My wife begs to join in humble duty to your Ladyship.”

(103) 26 Oct   Thomas Hall, Park St.  Grosvenor Square to HG
“I am extremely sorry to trouble you again upon the subject of a former 
Letter respecting a Bill on the late Lord Sackville said to have been received 
by me for the use of Mr Lee’s Creditors. You were so good as to inform 
me that the last Bill on his Lordship was paid to Mr Lee, but I understand 
now from the Trustees that that Bill was for Business done after August 
1784 whereas the Bill they suppose me to have received was a Bill of about 
14 or 16 pounds for Business done prior to that Month. I should therefore 
be exceedingly obliged to you if you would inform me as soon as you 
conveniently can whether such a Bill was received by me and for a Copy of 
the Receipt with the sum. I shall be very happy to return the favour in my 
Profession.”

(104) 2 Nov   Zac. Mead from Buckingham to HG
“After my due respects to you I now ham informed I can send any thing 
safe to you at Drayton by the Northampton news-man and if you approve 
of this way I can send my accounts with the vougers to you and if you will 
not think it too much trouble to look them over without me it will save me a 
journey to London has I now have no other business there and when I have 
received their Lordships rents here I can order the money to be paid to Mr 
Drummonds has usual or where you please to order it, your answer will 
greatly serve.
P.S. Mr Salmon in the Great hurricane at ye beginning of Octr had his Cow-
house striped and Thomas Meads had his. Sr they hope you will allow 
them some thing towards Repairs. I tould them I could do nothing without 
your orders so if you please to allow them 2 guineas I believe that will pay 
the thatcher and they find the Straw.”

(105) 5 Nov   HG [to Thomas Hall]
“Upon the strictest inquiry I cannot find that any Bill has ever been paid to 
you from the late Lord Sackville on Mr Lee’s account, the Bill in dispute has 
lately been sent to me from Mr Butler one of the Trustees to Mr Lee. I have 
shewn it to Mrs Thomas Housekeeper to Lord Sackville deceased, and she 
well remembers the work done by her order by Mr Lee, but that the Bill was 
never paid to you, the sum is £16- 4.”

(106) 11 Nov   Lady Glandore, from Ardfert, to HG
“I enclose you Gladwell the two receipts which I have copyed out tho’ 
perhaps you only meant me to sign those you had sent, however I 
determined to be on the sure side. I have wrote to Lackington for some 
Medicines which are absolutely necessary for me to get, particularly a 
Bottle of powdered Bark, which I am very anxious to get from Apothecary’s 
Hall, & hope he will send them over to me immediately but I must request 
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of you when you go to Town to pay him the amount of the Drugs as well as 
15 shillings which Ld G owes him & Alas, you must leave some of the Bills 
I mentioned to you to go to Post till next half year. I should also be much 
obliged to you if you would call Miss Howells, for tho’ her bill was paid last 
Spring, her Clerk wrote to Ld G again for it. I suppose she is too fine a lady 
to inform him when her draughts are answered, but I think she might as 
well have done so, & so I beg you will tell her. I am in great haste & have not 
time to add another word except Love to your wife.”

(107) 12 Nov   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity as previously]

(108) 22 Nov   HG to Lady Glandore
“I have the honor of acquainting your Ladyship that I was in London last 
week, and I took the first opportunity of paying your Bills according to 
your Ladyship’s orders, and the amount of them I have stated as well as 
inclosed the several Receipts for the same. I was in hopes I should have 
been able to have oerform’d my promise of paying Messrs. Crook & Co. 
out of the half years Annt. due last Michaelmas, but your Ladyship will 
see there is a Balance against you of one pound three shillings and eight 
pence. I have promised to pay Mr Crook the Balance of his Account as soon 
as I possibly can after next Lady day; and, I flatter myself I shall be able to 
keep my promise as I did not hear when I was in Town of any more Bills 
outstanding but one due to Messrs Charles Bird Silk Mercer.
I hope your Ladyship received my last Letter wherein I inclosed to you two 
Receipts & Stamps.
The last I heard of my Lord and Miss Sackville gave me the pleasing account 
that they were perfectly well. I had the pleasure of seeing Mr Germain 
when I was last in Town he looks as well as ever I saw him; he begged I 
would give his kind love to Lord Glandore and your Ladyship.
My wife begs to join in humble duty.
P.S. Mr & Mrs Thomas beg their humble duty to your Ladyship.”

1786 The Right Honorable the Countess of Glandore’s Account with H. 
Gladwell

May 12		  The Balance of my last Account			   - 15 – 11
Oct 12		  Paid Mrs Molet by Lady Glandores Order		 21-19 –
		  A Stamp    					     -  -  6
		  A Letter from Mr Lackington			   -   1 -  4
		  A Stamp					     -   - -  6
   21		  Postage of a Letter to Lady Glandore		  -   1 -  4
   25		  Stamps sent to Lady Glandore			   -   1 -  4
Nov 17		  Paid Mr Hill Glover				    5- 15 - 2
		  Do. Bellamy & Co. Silk Mercers			   17 -18 – 3



	 Letters	 85

		  Do. Mr Noves					     14 – 6 – 6
		  Do. Mr Le Jeune					    5 - 5 –
		  Do. Miss Vacke (St Albans Street)			  9 –17 – 6
		  Paid Mr Lackington for Letters			   -   1 – 4
								        76 – 3 – 8
		  ½ Years Annt due from Exchqr last Michs .	 75 -  -
							       Ball.	 1 – 3 -8

(109) 2 Dec   General James Cunningham, St James Place, to HG
“If you can send me some Venison I shall be much obliged to You. Have 
heard any of Ld Sackville. Make my compliments acceptable to Mrs 
Gladwell.”

(110) 2 Dec   Charles Sackville, St James St, to HG
“I return you many thanks, my dear Mr Gladwell, for the Books you was 
good enough as to send me, and of which you may be very sure, I will take 
every possible care, and render myself responsible for them. I hope you 
had a pleasant journey home. Tho’ indeed at this time of year it is hardly 
possible to apply that word pleasant to any Journey whatever. But going 
Home is always agreeable, and I hope you had the additional satisfaction 
of finding everything wright & comfortable, and that may be the Case for 
many & many years to come both to you & Mrs Gladwell.
P.S. I beg my Comps. to Mrs Etoff.”

(111) 9 Dec   Charles Sackville, London, endorsed Mr Jas Cunningham, to HG
“I return you many and many thanks for the wood cocks and Doe Venison 
you was so good as to send me. It came quite a propos as it happen to 
give a great dinner this very day. Rover having been in at the Death of 
the wood cocks is a circumstance which you may be sure, makes them all 
more acceptable to me. Those destined for Mr George I have taken care 
to send him. I suppose he will be with you soon. You may have heard of 
the rebellion at Westminster and you may easily imagine he made one 
amongst the refractory Boys. Doctor Smith got the better of them however 
and restored Peace and good Order. I haven’t heard a word about Lord 
Sackville, but am sorry to hear that William behaved most impertinently to 
Mr Partington.
I have already acquainted you in my former Letter, that the Books came 
safe and have now only to add that you may depend on my taking due 
care of them, and remain wish best Compts to Mrs Gladwell, and best good 
wishes to you both.”
[William is probably William Callaway] 

(112) 24 Dec   P, from Offham, to HG
“You said you would send me some Game and desired I would let you 
know when I should like to have it. It will be very convenient to Mrs 
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Partington any time within a Week or ten days as it suits your convenience, 
and I should be glad Charles Bird would kill and send me a Doe.
Report says Ld. Sackville is in Dublin, but I have heard nothing from him. I 
am really under very serious concern, particularly from a letter the Duke of 
Dorset has written to me.
I beg my Compliments to Mr Germain; I hope Mrs Gladwell Mrs Thomas 
&c are all well, I wish you all many happy returns of this Season.”  

(113) [Undated but endorsed:” My letter to Partington”, and clearly the reply to 
the above.]
“I received yours dated the 24 instant and take great pleasure in obeying 
your instructions. I had sent you a Doe, but I am sorry to say it is not so 
good as I could wish. The weather of late has been very bad, we have had 
very deep snows and the Deer have been falling off very much; but I believe 
Charles Bird has got as good one as the Park will afford. At the same time I 
have sent to you a Brace of Hares and a Pheasant, which is all the Game we 
have been able to get. The snow being so deep in the Woods we have not 
been able to get into them till within this day or two. The Wood Cocks have 
all left the Country. 
I am much alarmed about my Lord. I am not able to learn what his Lordship 
is doing or where he is at this time. Mr Pope is here and has been for about 
a fortnight. He says my Lord intended being here on the sixteenth or 
seventeenth with company. All that I can get from him is that his Lordship 
is in Ireland but not a word what he is doing there. Mr Germain is gone to 
day to Lord Ongleys where he intends staying till next Sunday if his Brother 
does not come here before that time. He begs his Compliments to you. My 
wife Mr & Mrs Thomas begs to join in most respectful Compliments & 
wishing you & your good family many returns of this season and may you 
long enjoy the same.”
[Mr Ongley is Robert Henley Ongley, 2nd Baron Ongley, of Old Warden, Beds.]

1787

NOTE: From now on, the sentences of compliments which appear at the end of 
almost every letter have been ommitted.

(114) 3 Jan   P, from Offham, to HG
“I received last night a doe two hares and a Pheasant. I suppose you 
directed them to Brook Street & they were from thence sent here, I return 
you my thanks.
I am truly concerned as you can be. If Ld Sackville comes to Drayton, and 
you find he has not written to the Duke of Dorset, show to his Lordp or 
tell him, what I wrote to you in my last Letter. I repeat that the duke could 
know nothing from me of Ld Sackville until his Grace wrote to me that he 
had heard he had been in Town &c.



	 Letters	 87

I can with truth say and I believe it is evident to Ld Sackville’s Friends 
that I do all I can to promote what I think to be for his Lordship’s real and 
permanent good a firm Union with the Duke of Dorset.
I would write to Ld Sackville, but I have no hope that any thing I can 
say will have any weight with him, after the contemptuous as well as 
unconfidential manner in which he has treated me by concealing himself 
from me and sending an impertinent Footman to me. It was only my being 
obliged to go out of Town the morning after I heard his Lordship was in 
Town that prevented me finding him; which (out of regard to himself to 
the much reproved in me by his Lordship’s Father, and particularly in the 
absence of his Guardian the Duke of Dorset) I was determined and felt it in 
my duty, to do.
A Short time may free his Lordship from any connection with me, and I 
sincerely hope he may meet with one (if such can be found) who will be 
more anxious to promote his real good than me.”
[There seems to have been some disagreement between Partington and Lord 
Sackville but it was short lived.] 

(115) 16 Jan   Zach Mead, from Buckingham, to HG
“I sent you a Letter by the Northampton news-man how tould me he 
Could send any thing to Drayton has safe has if I carried it myself but not 
hearing from you I think you have not received it the Contents was if I 
sent my accounts to you and if you would not think it two much trouble 
to Look them over without me it would save me a journey to London as I 
have no other business there but can have the money paid as usual to Mr 
Drummonds or where you please to order me the next is Thos. Salmon and 
my Son Thos in a tempest in Octr had their Cowhouses Striped & hope 
you will allow them sumthing towards the thatching I think 2 guineas will 
about pay the thatcher and now I have recd all my Lords rents here but 
judge who promises in 2 or 3 weeks your answer will greatly serve.”

(116) 27 Jan   HG to Mead
“I received yours dated the 16 Instant and likewise one from you in Novr 
last, as it did not require an immediate answer I waited till you wrote about 
receiving the rents belonging to Lord Sackville and Lord Bateman, which 
you will when received pay to Messrs Drummonds account. You inform 
me that Thomas Mead your son and Thomas Salmon had some of their 
out Buildings much damaged by a hurricane Octr last in the thatching and 
that you are of the opinion 2 Guineas will satisfy them towards doing the 
repairs, which sum I agree to allow them by consent of Lord Bateman, and 
you will charge it in your Michaelmas account you are to settle with me. If 
you will get your accounts made out clearly (you will get somebody to do 
it that writes a pretty good hand and understands Accounts to state them 
properly) I will not give you the trouble of going to London; at the same 
time send me the Vouchers for all the Money you have paid for Taxes &c. 
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You cannot pay the expence of sending your accounts to London as I cannot 
charge it in my Account with Lord Sackville and Lord Bateman.
You may direct your packet to be left for me at Mr Lackingtons in St Albans 
Street London, you will write upon the packet your name at one corner, and 
then Mr Lackington will keep it till I go to Town which I believe will not be 
sooner than Apr or May.
When you write to me next send me upon the same sheet of paper a Copy 
of your Account that I may if you have stated it clearly that I may have time 
to write to you before I go to London if there should want any alterations to 
be made.
P.S. I must beg of you to sign your Letter with your own hand writing. 
Upon looking over your letter (that I received from you in Novr last, since I 
finished this) you informed me that you can send your Vouchers &c to me 
here by the Northampton post man, and that they will come safe. I think it 
will be much the best way, and the sooner you send them to me the better; 
as I shall have time to look them over before I go to London, and at any time 
when you want to write to me send by the same conveyance.”  

(117) 31 Jan   HG to Fletcher
“Mr Knight the Bearer of this informs me that he thought he should see you 
as tomorrow. I have taken that opportunity of inclosing to you your Receipt 
for half a Years rent, that you paid to Messrs Drummond the 20 day of last 
November due to Lord Sackville and Lord Bateman last Lady day. My wife 
begs to join in Compliments to you and Mrs Fletcher.”

(118) 2 Feb   M. Hoper, from Lower Brook St, to HG
“Mr Partington desires me to say it is his Wish that Mr Thomas and Wm. 
Pope would receive their half years Annuities due Christmas last at Messrs. 
Drummonds for he finds from Enquiry there neither of them are paid. 
[on the cover] I promise to pay to Mr Samuel Jones the sum of one hundred 
pounds.”

(119) 6 Feb   HG to P
“I have by this days post wrote to Messrs Drummond to pay Lord Batemans 
Moiety of rent &c due to Messrs Crofts in Pall Mall, the other Moiety due 
to Lord Sackville is £458.4. I shall be glad to know how you would like I 
should pay it when due, to you by send order upon Messrs Drummond for 
that sum, or order them to place it to your account as received from me.
When Mr Germain left this I let him have £7.7 on Account to pay his Journey 
to Town, I beg’d of him to desire you to be so good as to send me an order 
for that sum, as I have not heard any thing from you I take it for granted he 
has forgot to tell you of it. I am sorry to say I can not get any information 
of my Lord, his man is still here waiting for his Lordships return from 
Ireland.”
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(120) 12 Feb   P to HG
“I came to Town Saturday night and received your letter to me dated 6th 
Febry & one to Mr Hoper dated 8th; his to your letter to me I desire you will 
send me the Duplicate of your accounts with Ld Bateman and Ld Sackville, 
as you did last year, that I may examine it & see what is the balance and 
I will then write to you. I hope it will be convenient to you to send the 
Accounts immediately, as I shall not stay in Town above ten days. Mr 
Germain did not forget but I was out of Town. I have this day paid Messrs 
Drummond the 7 Guineas in your Account.
Ld Sackville came to Town last night & I am to see his Lordship this Eveg.” 

(121) 14 Feb   HG to P
“I received yours dated the 12 Instant today and according to your ord I 
have inclosed to you the Duplicate of my Account with Lord Sackville 
and Lord Bateman which I hope will meet with your approbation. Lord 
Sackvilles Moiety is £458.4 which will pay to your order.
When Lord Sackville returns from abroad his Lordship intends making 
great alterations in the stables here, which will take more Timber than 
is already at Drayton to do them, as it is necessary the Timber should be 
seasoned there must be some cut this Spring for that use, there is a great 
deal of good Timber where the sale of under wood is cut this year and  
these I intend to cut down what is wanted for use if you approve of it. I shall 
first have a plan made of the alterations that I may the better know what 
Timber will be wanted for Boards &c. You may be assured no extravagant 
waste shall be made. The Gable end of Mr Leets Barn at Islip has lately 
given way and some of it is already tumbled down and I am very much 
afraid the whole will follow. I have seen it and had it examined and it must 
be all taken down & rebuilt; the expence by an estimate I have had made for 
taking down new Stone & rebuilding will come to about £6.14.8, if you have 
no objections the sooner it is done the better, should it fail the House will be 
in some danger. Do you approve of cutting any Timber down for sale this 
year? As there are many Trees where the sale of underwood is, that will be 
better cut down than to stand till the next sale, which will not be sooner 
than fourteen or fifteen years.”

(122) 20 Feb   P to HG
“I have examined your Account and desire you will direct Messrs Drummond 
to place Lord Sackville’s Balance £458.4.8 to my Account and send you their 
Receipt on my Account. The Receipt you must bring to Town with you and 
give it me on my signing a Discharge in your Book. You must also sign the 
Account you have sent me which regularly you should have signed before 
you had sent it me.
I have seen Lord Sackville who is going abroad immediately and will 
not return for two years. There is not the least Necessity for cutting any 
Timber this year for the Alteration he will make on his Return, of which I 
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have satisfied his Lordship and therefore no Timber must be cut, nor do I 
approve of cutting any for Sale, therefore you will observe that no Timber at 
all is to be cut this year. Cutting timber during a Minority requires serious 
Consideration and I will not subject myself to any Imputation for doing what 
may be very wrong.” [Lord Sackville did go abroad but only until September; see 
Letter 143]

(123) 22 Feb   HG to P
“I have wrote this days post to Messrs Drummonds to desire them to place 
Lord Sackvilles Balance to your Account £458.4 was Received from me and to 
send to me a Receipt for the same.
In my last Letter I made mention of some repairs that must be done to Mr 
Leets Barn at Islip belonging to Lord Sackville, but you have not given me 
any order in your letter I recd today what I am to do about them. I had an 
Estimate made, the sum of which I sent to you, but upon including Lime &c 
the Estimate is £11.6.8. Mr Spencer has made application for a Stone Wall to 
be Built to one of the Buildings in his Yard I have looked at it and it is in a bad 
way, and I am of Opinion Building a Stone Wall will be much the cheapest, 
I have had the place measured, and an Estimate made, & Diging the Stone, 
Building the Wall, and all the materials will come to not quite £7. Mr Spencer 
has likewise applied for Timber for a Barn floor. If you think proper to allow 
the repairs to be done, will you be so good as to let me know soon as I think 
there is some danger of the Gable end of Mr Leets Barn falling down.
P.S. I intend to try if I can get the Wall at the Gable end of Mr Leets Barn taken 
down & rebuilt at a lower price than that I have mentioned to you in this 
Letter; you may depend I will get it done at the cheapest rate.” 

(124) 24 Feb   Hoper, Lower Brook Street, to HG
“Mr Partington desires me to say that you may proceed in the Repair of Leet’s 
Barn although Mr Partington always wishes that whatever the Tenants want 
should be mentioned at the Audit and at that Time only. He desires me to 
say it is his Practice every where else and is a Rule which ought not to be 
departed from. He finds in the Memorandums taken at the last Audit that 
Thomas Spencer was to have a Fence Wall against the Yard and Timber for a 
new Barn Floor, therefore he supposes that to be what is now applied for and 
if it is so and upon your Survey the Fence Wall is wanted and the new Barn 
Floor is necessary you may order the former to be done and direct Timber to 
be cut down for the latter, but Mr Partington desires in cutting down Timber 
for Repairs you will not cut down saleable Timber but the roughest that will 
answer the Purpose. Mr Partington is much obliged to you for the Game he 
received yesterday and I add to them my own Thanks for the Hare you did 
me the Favor of directing to me.”

(125) 7 Mar   Zach. Mead to HG
“After my duty to my Lords & due respects to you yours I Recd. and on the 19th 
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of Febry last paid to Mr Drummonds £173.4s.5d wich is the balance of these 
Accompts wich I hope you will find right for I have put the vouchers in each 
half year accompt wich I hope you will Receive safe: has for the thatching it 
comes to £2.7s.6d wich I hope their Lordships will not think too much.”

(126) 25 Mar   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity]

(127) 26 Mar   Zach. Mead to HG
“I was glad to hear you was in good helth and that you found my accounts 
right.
My son tells me he menchend to you what I desired him wich was that I 
was got fery far inhears and not habel to ride a horsback and the Expense 
of Cockin is then haf my salary and my son I believe can douit has well has 
myself if my Lords think has well of him ples to Communicat this with my 
Duty to their Lordship how have had the honer to sarve the Estate near 40 
years and have allway maintaind the rits belongin to it.
Sr if you have not sent me a recit for the last half hear dew at St Michels Last 
wich I should have a send.
[Addenda] Thomas Meads Jnr to be a verey fair deler Mann and a verey honest 
man And a man to be trusted with any sum of Money
Ezra Eagles, Buckingham”

(128) 10 Apr   Hoper, Lower Brook Street, to HG
“Mr Partington desires me to acquaint you that he designs being at Drayton 
on Monday the thirtieth Instant or Tuesday the first of May next & would 
wish to have the Audit the following Day (Wednesday the second of May). He 
will be so much engaged on his Return to Town that he will not be able to stay 
at Drayton longer than the Morning after the Audit, You will (Mr Partington 
says) of course make the necessary Preparations for the Audit.”

(129) 10 May   Lady Glandore, from Ardfert, to HG
“I have expected Post after Post to receive a Letter from you, & now begin to 
be afraid you are ill, which I need not say would give me great concern. Your 
usual time for going to London was the beginning of April, & if, as I hope, 
indisposition has not prevented you, you have I suppose by this time received 
my last half years Annuity, which I beg you will pay to Messrs Butler & 
Crook, of all my Creditors they alone have charged Interest & most exorbitant 
Interest it is. There is a little bill owing to Lackington for Medicines which I 
must also trouble you to pay, & then I hope most, if not all, my English debts 
will be cleared, Be so good to let me know if you hear of any more.
As the only thing we get very bad in this Country is Beer, my Brother 
promises to send me from Drayton an Hogshead of small & one of strong 
Beer. I got some from the Duke of Rutland from Beauvoir Castle that was 
excellent & Charles told me by the time that was out, I should get his, & that 
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he would not fail speaking or writing to you about it, now as he is a little 
giddy he may very likely have forgot it, & I therefore beg you will be so good 
immediately to send the above mentioned Quantity to Liverpool, directed 
to me, to be left in the care of Mr Wm Loyd Merchant at Liverpool. He has 
received directions to forward to me directly, as there is a Ship to sail from 
thence for this part of the Country very soon I beg you make as little delay as 
possible. Mrs Herbert is very well, & her eldest Son who has been with me for 
some Months the most loveley child I ever saw, would to God I was blessed 
with such a one.”

(130) 1 June   HG to Lady Glandore
“On my return here yesterday I received your Ladyships Letter dated the 10 
Instant and I return you a great many thanks for the honor of your Ladyships 
kind expressions in regard to my health, which thank God is perfectly well 
at this time. I should have delayed writing to your Ladyship so long had I not 
got leave to visit my native Country for a few days, which I had not seen for 
30 years, and on my return I intended sending to your Ladyship an Account 
of the Bills that I paid to your Tradesmen before I left London to go my Tour. 
I have now paid almost every debt I can find of your Ladyships, and when I 
go next to London (in Novr.) without any thing new starts up that I am not 
acquainted with, all your Ladyships debts will be paid there.
Your Ladyship will see Mr Kings Bill was £23.5.4 I paid him on Acc £19.-.4 the 
Balance due to him is £4.5 and the Balance of the whole Account due to me is 
£2.2. Adding the £4.5 due to Mr King & the Balance of the £2.2 together is £6.7 
which is all that I know of at present that I have to pay out of your Ladyships 
next half year divd. I must beg of your Ladyship to sign the Receipt I have 
inclosed for your ½ Years Anny due last Lady day & return it to me.
My time of going to Town from here is always in May & November, as soon 
as possible afterwards your Ladyship shall always hear from me. I called 
upon Miss Howell when I was in Town with your Ladyships message but 
she was not in London.  When my Lord was here his Lordship told me Lord 
Glandore was desirous of having some of Drayton Ale. I told his Lordship 
that it was doubtful of my sending it so to arrive at Ardfert good, in my late 
Lords time we used to send some to London in Bottles for his Lordships use, 
but it never was good, seldom we could get more than a pint from a Bottle 
that was drinkable, but if Lord Glandore wishes much to have some sent to 
him, I will do the best I can to send his Lordship a Hdd [Hogshead] in the 
Autumn as I think the weather to hot to send it before that time, the next time 
your Ladyship write to me pray let me know if Lord G wishes me to send 
it there; and in the mean time I will inquire out the best conveyance of it to 
Liverpool.
Before your Ladyship receives this I hope Miss Sackville will be arrived safe 
at Ardfert, I had the honor of seeing her when I was last in Town and she told 
me she was soon to set out for Ireland.
I have not heard any thing from my Lord lately, but I understand his Lordship 
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is soon coming to England with the D of Dorset. Mr Germain is here and in 
perfect health and very Joley, he begs his kind love to Lord Glandore & your 
Ladyship.”

[Addenda of account]

1786
Nov 22		  Balance due to me on the last Acc.			  1-3-8
    26		  A letter from Mr Hamilton			   - - 4
Dec  3	 A letter from Lady Glandore with 2 Recs.			   - 2 8
1787
May 15	 Paid the Balance of Messr Butler & Crook			   36-18-
		  Myself for Rec your Ladysh div to 
		  Lady day	  				    2-2-
    18		  Mr Lackingtons Bill				    7-3-6
		  Mr Holmes Do.					     9-9-6
		  Mr Hamilton Do.				    1-2-
    20		  Mr King on Acc.					    19 – 4
								        77-2-
		  Your Ladyships ½ Year Ann to Lady day last
								        75- -
								        2-2-

(131) 19 June   Thomas Mead to HG
“Rit to you on the 2 march to let you now of the state of Lord Verney and 
sent Letter wich my father Rit about is Receinn is plase to mee. If is Lord Ship 
thought fit but not Hear from you I thought you ad not Recvd the Letter as 
you told mee You ollo’d send mee More”

(132) 7 Jul   HG to the Meads
“[To Thomas Mead] I received yours the 26 of March and I am very much 
obliged to you for the trouble that you have taken in regard to the Estate 
that we had some conversation about belonging to Lord Verney and I have 
declined having anything to do with it.
I had not an opportunity of seeing Lord Bateman & the Executors to Lord 
Sackville before May, and I should have given you their answer before now, 
had I not been obliged to go into Suffolk before my return here. Lord Bateman 
would not consent to your Fathers giving up receiving & being answerable 
for the rents of Lord Sackville and his Estate about Buckingham, but desires 
that your Father will give the Receipts in his name when the rent becomes 
due as usual; if anything should happen to your Father I make no doubt but 
Lord Sackville and Lord Bateman will consent to your succeeding him.”

[To Zach. Mead]
“As soon as you have received the half Years rents due to Lord Sackville 



94	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

& Lord Bateman you will pay the Money to my Account with Messrs 
Drummonds as usual.”

(133) 9 Jul   C[aroline] S[ackville], Shobdon Court, to Mrs Gladwell
“I suppose you will have heard from your Sister that we returned to Shobdon 
but Thursday night after a Passage of 19 hours. It was very fine weather and 
I was not at all sick tho’ I was dreadfully so going to Dublin owing to the sea 
being rough & the Cabbin close. I spent a very pleasant time in Kerry, my 
Sisters looking exceedingly well & Bess is grown quite fat. We had several 
pleasant Balls & Parties & was promised a continuation of them if I would 
have stayed longer which however I did not think of doing as I had said I 
would come back at the end of a Fortnight. I stayed but four Days beyond my 
time which was I think but very little. We travelled very expeditiously, & I do 
not mind crossing the Sea at all. I desire you will set down the Letter & any 
other that you may receive from me that I may pay you for them when we 
meet, or I will never write to you at all. I hope you have been quite well since 
I saw you.”

(134) 25 Jul   P, from Offham, to HG
“I shall be obliged to you to send me some Venison next Week to be here 
about Thursday or Friday - direct to me at Offham near Lewes to go by the 
Lewes Coach which gets out every day from the Golden Cross Charing Cross, 
so that if the Coach you send it by will deliver it there, it will come the next 
Morning.
Pray tell Mr Thomas Mr Germain spoke to me about the ten pounds, which I 
will settle with him when I next come to Drayton.
[postscript] I don’t mean to be in Town until the middle of August at the 
earliest, & am not certain of the particular time.”

(135) 28 Jul   HG to P
“I received yours dated the 25 Instant & I with pleasure will obey your 
commands. I have given the Keepers orders to kill as good a Buck for you as 
can be found in the Park on Monday next, and on Tuesday Evening the Coach 
goes from Thrapston, and arrives in London on Wednesday afternoon. I shall 
order the Venison to be sent immediately on its arrival at the Inn in Holborn 
to the Golden Cross Charing Cross to go by the Lewes Coach on Thursday 
Morning, and I hope you will receive it safe the same day. When Mr Germain 
left I let him have Seven Guineas to take him to Town, he promised me that 
he would acquaint you with it, as you made no mention of it in your Letter, 
I am afraid it has escaped his memory. He is expected here soon and if you 
have no objection you may if you please remit me that sum by him, as in 
all probability he will want more Money to take him hence when he goes 
to London. I shall be glad to know when you would wish me to send Lord 
Loughborough some Venison. Mr Turner his Lordships …” [lines squeezed in 
between lines and difficult to make out but seems to say Turner has left his service 



1. Drayton House, East Entrance front, drawn by Ann Gladwell, c.1780-90
(pencil & wash)



2. Drayton House, West garden front, drawn by Ann Gladwell, c.1780-90
(pencil & wash). 

Showing the house with the Georgian sash windows which had been inserted in
the early 1700s, a number being replaced with Elizabethan style mullions by

J.A. Gotch in the early 1900s



3. Drayton House, North garden front, drawn by Ann Gladwell, c.1780-90
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4. Diana Sackville, Countess of Glandore, c.1780 by Nathaniel Dance, R.A.
(oils). 

Lord George’s eldest daughter and Charles Sackville’s sister.
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and HG is not acquainted with the business.]

(136) 2 Aug   P, from Offham, to HG
“In your letter of the 28th July you said you had ordered the Keepers to kill a 
Buck for me which you calculated I should receive here Thursday and this 
Morning I received half a Buck which by the direction I know must come 
from Drayton. I only mention it being half a Buck least there should have 
been any mistake. It is very fine Venison and I dare say will prove very good 
& I thank you for the trouble you have had. Ld Loughborough is gone the 
Northam firewk. I think the best way will be for you to write to him to his 
house in Town (I believe Bedford Square) to know when and where he will 
have the Venison sent. I have paid the 7 Guineas to Messrs Drummond on 
your Account and if you will let Mr Germain have the 7 on his return from 
Drayton I will take care that shall be paid sooner.”
[Uncertain what” Northam firewk.” refers to.]

(137) 16 Aug   P, from Brook Street, to HG
“I came to Town yesterday and met your letter. I have heard from Ld Sackville 
& written to him, but am uncertain whether he is now in Town, if he is I 
suppose I shall see him. I shall stay here but a few days, shall be glad of the 
other half Buck about the time you mention, to be sent in the same manner, 
but I wish you would give a few days notice of it coming. I suppose you want 
the Bank receipts for the Cottage rents. Mr Bush will give Mr Lackington 
some to send you. I always understood Mr Sackville had Venison sent him 
I am certain it is right he should, as to Mr Pollock I did not recollect he had 
any however as I suppose you know the reason why it was sent him last Year, 
you will judge if it is proper to continue it. I am glad you have written to Ld 
Loughborough, you know my reason for wishing Venison may be sent him. 
He is a Trustee, has taken trouble & will have more in the Execution of his 
Trust, & upon all occasions expresses himself in the kindest manner to Ld 
Sackville, & as his Lordship has no Park I believe the Compliment will be 
well taken. I see no impropriety in your taking half a Buck, & I dare say was 
my Lord asked would approve it. 
If Mr Germain is at Drayton I desire my Compliments to him.”

(138) 28 Aug   Zach. Mead, from Buckingham, to HG
“I was glad to her you had Rec the Acount from Mr Drummond 175:10 wich 
is the Just balance for the last half a year all but one ½ peny dew at Lady day 
Last to my Lords and now the Surveears of the hiways still incroache upon 
their Lordships Estate for the have opened a men gaits and get out gret many 
stones and it will be dammingen the tenents very much and we can prove the 
Lane their Lordships privet property for it has bein indited
And it fel upon tenents now I think if is Lordship new of this is Lordship 
with the consnt of turst wold put a stop to the digin or make them pay for 
the Stone of damig dun to their Lordships Estate now I think if you thought 



96	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

it proper to aquint Lord Bateman with it it mit put a stop to digin but lave 
this to your beter judgment and the Survears as if the tenents take any of 
the stone wich the havew duge the will bring an axshen on them so if their 
Lordships will defend it I think the had [beherbe] gin and cary away your 
ancr how I must go on will ablig me.”

(139) 29 Aug   HG to P
“By the Coach that goes from Thrapston on Thursday the 6 of September I 
intend doing myself the pleasure of sending to you half a Buck, and a few 
Birds, which I hope you will receive safe the Saturday following. If I do 
not hear any thing from you to the contrary by the Post that comes here on 
Wednesday next, I shall consider that time will be agreeable to you. I have not 
heard anything of Lord Sackville since. I have received no answer to my Letter 
I sent to Lord Loughborough about the Venison I am to send to his Lordship. 
Pray do you like I should enter the expence of Mowing and Haymaking in 
the Drayton Account this half year or under a separate account of it?”

(140) 1 Sept   P to HG
“I shall be obliged to you to send the Venison at the time you mention. I have 
seen Ld Sackville but once, which was last week for about five minutes in 
Grosvenor Square, when he called on the Duke of Dorset. He appeared & 
said he was very well, he had come from Tunbridge Wells & I understood 
was returning there again.
I apprehend Ld Loughborough is in the North which I suppose is the reason 
you have not heard from him. You must send Dr Smith a Haunch of Venison. 
It is the last year Mr Germain will probably be there and indeed the Doctor 
will be gone from School before another Season. Ld Sackville will afterwards 
do as he thinks proper; but it is certainly right (& I am sure Ld Sackville 
would think so) that it should be sent this Year. The School, I believe, meets 
Monday seven-night when the Doctor will certainly be in Town. I beg you 
will give my Compliments to Mr Germain.
I would not have you introduce every article of the expence of Mowing & 
Haymaking in the Drayton Account. Keep the account separate, make it 
up & enter it in one Article in the Drayton Account, viz. “To the expence of 
Mowing the Hay in the Park, Meadow &c by a particular account thereof” 
My Compliments to Mrs Gladwell.”

(141) 3 Sept   Lady Glandore, from Cork, to HG at Mr Lackington’s St Albans Street
“At twenty one days sight please to pay Charles Casey or order the sum of 
Forty Pounds Ster value.” [includes Casey’s receipt of 10 Sept.]

(142) 9 Sept   P, from Offham, to HJG
“I have received the Venison & 4 Brace of Birds for which I thank you.”
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(143) 13 Sept   Lady Glandore, from Killarney, to HG
“I am sure you must have been surprised at my long silence, but we have 
lived so rambling a life that I have not had a moment to spare of late. As 
soon as I get home I will send you the receipts as I left the stamped Paper 
you sent me at Ardfert & till I return cannot get at it. I drew a Bill on you in 
Cork the other day for £40 at 21 days sight which I beg you wil pay, & I wish 
particularly to be able to draw another for £34 but would not venture it till I 
know whether I had as much coming to me for I cannot recollect whether you 
told me that all my English bills were paid or not, if they are, I believe the 25th 
of this Month I shall be entitled to as much, but I beg you will answer this 
Letter directly as I wish to be ascertained.
I see by the papers that Charles is in England, if you behold him pray scold 
him for not writing to me or answering the long Letter I sent him by Genl. 
Cunninghame, & tell him I take it seriously ill of him, he promised to send 
Ld Glandore one of the composition Busts of my poor Father & another of the 
King, pray remind him of it, as Ld G wishes for them very much & would be 
flattered by his recollecting his promise. We both long to see poor George. I 
cannot but think he might as well make us a Visit as idle away his time else 
where, I should be obliged to you if you would mention to him our wishes 
on that subject. I beg my Love to your wife and pray remember me to my 
old friend Molly Thomas. Tell her I saw Nurse Porter at Ld. Grandison’s that 
she enquired a great deal about her, & is as happy as the day is long, dresses 
fine, gets everything she likes, her eldest son is bound Apprentice to Ld 
Grandison’s Cook, & the youngest is settled near her, so that she has every 
thing she can wish for, & Lady Grandison doats on her.”
[Robert Cunninghame (1726-1801) was at Culloden in 1746; Irish Privy Council 
1782 and Commander-in-chief in Ireland 1793. The “composition Busts” are some 
miniature modelled portraits, referred to below, see Letter 160.] 

(144) Sept 21   Eliza[beth] Herbert, from Muckross, Killarney, to Mrs Gladwell
“When Betty Love was here I made many enquiries about you & it affords me 
infinite pleasure to hear your being perfectly well & perfectly happy, so you 
see the old Proverb is not true of “Out of sight out of Mind”. I am told your 
skill in Pysick is quite wonderful. Would you believe I am humbly attempting 
to follow your example & with the assistance of your friend “Buchan” I have 
done a great deal of good, indeed the food of the “Kitchen” Physick performs 
wonderful cures. 
You must no doubt have heard that we owe a great deal of Money in London 
we really have not as yet had it in our power to discharge but a few of our 
bills but we now hope to pay some if not all, as I understand that Gladwell 
goes to Town every year I have told Mr Herbert that I was sure he would 
undertake to pay for us any Money we may be able to remit. Will you tell him 
I should be much obliged to him if he would take that trouble for us, & if you 
will let me know when he goes to London I can send a list of the bills that are 
to be paid. I think I need not make either you or him any excuse for giving 
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him that trouble, as I have always found him too ready to serve or to oblige 
any of us to require any apology upon this occasion. Was I to tell you the way 
in which we have been cheated by Mayberry, you could hardly believe it. Had 
it lasted one year or two longer, we must have been completely ruined; when 
his Accounts came to be examined & finally settled, after making the most 
ridiculous & extravagant charges to account for the Money he had received, 
a very large sum still remained unaccounted for, which he promised to pay, 
but we have little expectation of ever receiving it. What he has paid, has 
been giving at an extravagant rate a few Cottages he had built, but you may 
imagine they cannot be of the same use as Money. 
My Children are thank God perfectly well & of course are very much grown 
since you last saw them. I have no expectation at present of increasing my 
Family which indeed I am very glad of. Di is just returned from a Tour 
they have been making to Lord Grandison’s Lord Shannon’s &c. At Lord 
Grandison’s she saw Nurse Porter, who is a most amazing favourite of Lady 
Grandison’s. George her eldest son is bound to their Cook & the other is taken 
care of in a Village near the House. Next Year we shall I believe pay a visit to 
Lord & Lady Bateman. We may perhaps go to London but our stay there will 
be very short. I beg my most affectionate remembrances to Molly Thomas. 
Tell her if she will write to me I shall be delighted to hear from her. I hope her 
little Girl (my God daughter) goes on well & that Thomas is in better health 
that he used to be. The post is now going out. I shall therefore put an end to 
this letter, by assuring you of my sincere wishes for the continuance of your 
happiness.”
[Buchan refers to William Buchan (1729-1805) who in 1769 published “Domestic 
Medicine” which quickly became a best seller and went through 19 editions.]

(145) 24 Sept   John and Ann Mortimer to the Gladwells
“Dear Friends
I hope your goodness will Excuse my long neglect of Not answering your 
letter, which we Received, I was glad to here that you got home safe, I have 
not seen your Aunt since you was thare but my neighbour see hir this week & 
she is as well as hir years will admit of, desires hir humble duty to you both, 
was much disappointed in not seein you as she Expected you [seal damage] 
Come back that way. I imbrace this Opportunity [ditto] this by General 
Rowleys servent hope that you & Mrs Gladwell are in good helth, My wife 
at this time is blistered for the Rumatics, which I hope she will find benefit 
by the Docter give his great Incouragement, I bless god my self & famley are 
all in good helth My sons hand is better but week. My Wife & famley join me 
with thare Best respects to you & Mrs Gladwell & My Wife & daughters give 
you & many thanks for your goodness when you was here. I conclude my 
desr friends with praying to god to bless you both & Remain your sincere 
Aquaintances.
P.S. be so kind as to Call upon My son Saml when you are in Town and give 
him your good advise.



	 Letters	 99

[an addenda on the cover] “I Receved a letter from Mr Crick and said he hoped 
he should have the pleasure of seein you & his Master intended Calling upon 
some gentleman in that Neighboir hood.” 

(146) [Another undated, probably some time later]
“I Take this Opportunity of sending this to London by Esqr Brands sarvent to 
acquaint you that I Receved your Letter & the Contents very safe.
We ware glad to here that you ware in good helth as blessed this Leve usal 
this Time, I am sorry to aquaint you that your Aunt is very ill, the Man ware 
your Aunt is Calld to let me know should thare be any Alteration I will let 
you know. I meene to do Every thing the same as if it was my Mother, I shall 
Rite to you soon to let you know how she do. Dear Friends I have sent you 
some Brompton Stock Seed very good, to be sewn directly, & then the Plants 
are big anuf to set out, put three together, most likely there will be some 
dubbel, & some single, you will be abel to git sum good seed by so doin, let 
the ground be very good & in a warm Situation, My Wife Joine with hir best 
Respects to you & Mrs Gladwell & Remain dear Frinds your sincere frind & 
acquaintance.
P.S. Sr please to Call on my sone when you are in Town at Lady B. Tallmashes 
South Audley Sqr. All Frinds desire thare best Respects to Mr & Mrs Gladwell.
[addenda on cover] My Wife give you many thanks for the Receps & will let you 
know in my next to what sucsess she have. Worterman give you many thanks 
for Your favors shall be Ever bound in duty to pray for you & Mrs Gladwell he 
bought a good shirt with the money which was wat he wanted very much.”
[Samuel Mortimer was in service with Lady Bridget Tollemache, wife of John 
Tollemache of Helmingham Hall, Suffolk, who was killed in a riding accident in 1796.]

(147) 24 Sept   HG to Zach. Mead
“If I remember right I told you in a former Letter that you was to acquaint 
the Surveyors at the Roads that you apprehended that they had no right to 
dig Stones or Gravel upon the Estate belonging to Lord Sackville and Lord 
Bateman. Should they show any right, then to say that they must fill up the 
Holes and leave the Ground in proper repair, that the Tenant may not suffer 
by it. If they persist Digging without showing a right then acquaint them that 
they will be indicted.
But I would have you get the last Act of Parliament in regard to the Roads 
about Buckingham, and let that be your guide for the future, for I suppose 
the stones that the Surveyors have dug are for mending the Turnpike Roads.”

(148) 27 Sept   C[harles] S[ackville,] St James Street, to HG
“I return you many thanks my dear Mr Gladwell for your Letter of the 24th 
which I had the pleasure of receiving yesterday on my return from Knole. I 
am much obliged to you for your kind intention of sending me some Venison, 
but as I mean to set out for Dorsetshire in a very few days, and besides as 
there are so few of my Friends in Town, that I could hardly number enough 
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of them to partake of it, I must content myself with thanking you for the 
offer, and beg you would make up the deficiency next Winter, by sending me 
some Game of your own shooting, and Rover’s fetching. I am glad to hear the 
dear animal is so well. I wish very much to see him, and renew our former 
acquaintance and I don’t give up the Idea of popping in upon you some time 
before Christmas. This however is merely contemplation, but should it take 
place I’ll take care to let you know. I was glad Lord Sackville was down at 
Drayton. He certainly is a fine and as promising young man, and there is, I 
think, every reason to hope, he will turn out very well, and be a comfort to 
his Friends and an ornament to his Family. The Duke looks perfectly well, 
and I do not think it unlikely but that he may get the Garter before he goes – 
if he goes at all – for just now the Prospect is rather gloomy, and the odds are 
for War. A very few days however will determine that most material Point, 
if Peace is to continue. The Duke will only set out for his Embassy about the 
latter end of next week.”

(149) 1 Oct   HG to Lady Glandore
“I had the honour of receiving your Ladyship’s Letter dated the 13 September 
by yesterdays post. The Bill that your Ladyship drew upon me for £40 from 
Cork payable to Mr Charles Casey I have paid as I was not in Town to accept 
it. Mr Lackington was so good as to accept it and on the 15 Inst I gave him a 
draft upon Messrs. Drummond for that sum. I should have been glad to have 
obeyed your Ladyshs commands in answering your Ladyships draft for £34 
but upon looking over your Acc I am not able to answer that sum, if your 
Ladyship will be so good as to look over my Letter of the 1st of June last, you 
will see your account stated, the Balance due to me is £2.2, the Balance of 
Mr King’s Acc is £4.5 which put together makes £6.7 & the £40 draft that I 
paid the 15 Inst to Mr Lackington to Mr C. Casey and some other trifling 
things, My account stands against your Ladyship £46.7.10 the Balance due to 
your Ladyship is £28.12.2 I shall go to Town in Novr next and I know that Mr 
Lackington will have some little demands upon me on your Ladyships due, 
but I am not certain how much, but your Ladyship may safely draw upon me 
as soon as you please for £25.
Lord Sackville has honoured Drayton with his Company for about ten days, 
and I have the happiness of informing your Ladyship he is perfectly well and 
in high Beauty and spirits. I assure your Ladyship my Lord did not forget to 
obey Lord Glandore’s commands, for his Lordship has ordered me to send to 
Ld Glandore a composition Bust of my late Lord and likewise one of the King 
which Lord Glandore may depend I will do when I go to Town in Novr next. 
I must beg of your Ladyship for the future when ever you draw upon me for 
any Money, to be so good as to give me immediate notice of your draft. As 
soon as your Ladyships half years Anny becomes due at the Exchequer which 
is the 10 day of October and the 5 day of April and about 7 of November and 
about the 16 of April Messrs Drummond generally receive the half years Ann 
at the exchequer and place it to my Account, after that time your Ladyship 
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may draw upon me for your half years Ann that is after the 7th of Novr and 
the 16 day of April. As your Ladyships Ann is paid only half yearly, I cannot 
I am afraid be justifiable to the Trustees to pay any draft of your Ladyship 
before the half years Acc becomes due. I know of no debts of your Ladyship 
in London but the Balance of Mr Kings Bill, and some trifling things that I 
have stated to your Ladyship, the next half years Ann I hope your Ladyship 
will have the whole to receive except the £2.2 your Ladyship pays to me 
Annually which deducted from the £75 due next Lady day makes the Balance 
of that half years £72.18. But for the future if your Ladyship has no objection I 
will pay myself half yearly. Your Ladyship may be assured I will deliver your 
message to Mr Germain, he left Drayton on the 23d of September, and I have 
the pleasure to add in perfect good health.”

(150) 3 Oct   Hoper, Lower Brook Street, to HG
“Mr Partington before he left Town desired me to write to you on the subject 
of the next Drayton audit which he seems to wish to have held very early in 
the next Month or at the latter end of the present Month, by this means Mr 
Partington will not be obliged to make a second Journey from Town but will 
probably after going into Gloucestershire return to Town by Way of Drayton, 
He has some Recollection though that the Drayton Tenants at the Audit held 
on 10th Novr last year expressed a wish that the Audit in future might be held 
somewhat later in order that they might have the Benefit of some Fair in the 
Neighbourhood. If this is the Case & you think that this Circumstance is of 
Moment Mr Partington will then be obliged to you to acquaint him when 
the Fair is, Your Answer shall be communicated to him & you will then hear 
from him fixing some Day for the Audit or perhaps he may employ me on 
that Occasion.
Mr Boodle desires me to present his Compliments and Thanks for your 
liberal Present of Partridges, I hope you have had a great Deal of Diversion in 
shooting this Season.”

(151) 14 Oct   P to HG
“I understand that you have written to Mr Hoper that you make not the least 
doubt but that the Tenants will have their rents ready by the time I hold the 
audit last year which was the 10th of November, but as that falls on a Saturday 
it will not be a proper day, & if they can be ready by the 10th they can be 
equally so by an earlier day in the week the 6th or 7rth. I shall go to London 
in a day or two, now if you could on receipt of this write me a line directed to 
Brook Street saying on what day all the Tenants will be ready whether the 6th 
or 7th. I will before I set out for Gloucestershire write you a line fixing the day 
I shall be at Drayton but if you think they will not all come I must come again 
after Brigstock Fair. I will pay the 7 Gs to Messrs Drummond on your Acct as 
soon as I get to London.
It will be time enough to give notice to the Tenants after you have heard from 
me.”
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(152) 14 Oct   Lady Glandore, an order addressed to HG “at Mr Lackingtons St 
Albans Street.”
“Sr Please to pay to Thomas Stoughton Esqr or order the sum of twenty two 
Pds & place it to the account of, Your Humble Servt. Diana Glandore.”
[endorsed by HG that he gave order for Drummonds 3 Nov.]

(153) 22 Oct   Hoper to HG
“Mr Partington before he set off for Gloucestershire yesterday gave me 
Directions to acquaint you that he depends on the Drayton audit being held 
on the seventh of November and that he proposes to be at Drayton on Monday 
the 5th in the Morning and that Mr Bush will either come with or meet him 
there. My Absence from Town prevented me from writing in Consequence of 
your last.”

(154) 3 Nov   P to HG
“The letter I found at Northampton on Tues obliged me to come to Town 
and the business which brought may (but I don’t know that it will) prevent 
me being at Drayton before Tuesday which I let you know that you may not 
expect us Monday and if we do come it will not be until Evening. I hope to do 
all the business Tuesday afternoon or Wed.”

(155) 12 Nov   C[aroline] Sackville, from Shobdon Court to Mrs Gladwell
“I had the pleasure of seeing Charles a little while ago who told me that you 
was quite well & looked very happy which I was exceedingly glad to hear. He 
says you are grown a prodigious Buck in your Dress, that you have got quite 
a youthful bloom in your cheeks, & are the Picture of health & content. I am 
sure you deserve to be so, to compensate for the many years of misery which 
you drudged on, in those horrid Rooms in Pall Mall & if you feel like me, you 
will never wish to see them, or any thing else in that cursed Town of London 
as long as you live. I heard from Di lately who has been at Ly. Grandison’s & 
seen Nurse Porter who she says has not a wish ungratified but that of seeing 
Betty Love whom she quite raves about. Di is to return to Ld. Grandison at 
Christmas where she is to meet all the best company from Dublin & to live 
in a continual train of amusement. She is so popular in Kerry that when she 
goes to a Play which is acted by strolling Players at Tralee, the whole House 
rings with applause at her entrance, & she is obliged to curtsy her thanks like 
a Queen. Bess & Mr Herbert and little Betsy are to come here next year for a 
short time, which they will like very much. Remember me to Gladwell, whom 
I hope I shall see with you in Town, & to Molly Thomas.” 
[Lord Grandison: John Villiers, 5th Viscount Grandison (1692-1766), Governor of 
Waterford in 1704.  Mr Herbert is Henry Arthur Herbert of Muckross, Ireland, 
married to Lord George’s daughter Elizabeth, and Little Betsy his young daughter.] 

(156) 12 Nov   HG to Lady Glandore
“A few days ago I received your Ladyships draft upon me for £22 dated 
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October the 14 payable to Thomas Stoughton Esqr or order which I have paid, 
but I must beg of your Ladyship to give me advice as soon as you possibly 
can after you have given any order upon me for Money, as it may be attended 
with a great deal of trouble and some expence to your Ladyship if you do not, 
Your Ladyships last draft upon me was paid into the Bank. The Governors 
of the Bank sent it to Mr Lackingtons (thinking to find me there) with an 
order to receive the £22 or to pay it into the Bank before six o’Clock the same 
Evening, or your draft would be prelisted the next day. Mr Lackington was so 
good as to go to the Bank before six o’Clock the same day and look up your 
Ladyships draft and sent it to me here and I sent him my draft upon Messrs 
Drummond for the £22. For the future when your Ladyship draws upon me 
for your Money your orders had better be payable at ten days after sight and 
then Mr Lackington can accept them and give me timely notice and I can 
send him an order upon Messrs Drummond for what sum your Ladyship 
may draw for after your Annuity becomes due.
I must beg your Ladyship will be so good as to send me the Receipt for the 
half Years Annuity due at Lady day last and also the Receipt for the half 
Years due at Michaelmas last which I now inclose to your Ladyshp. I want to 
get my discharge from Mr Partington which I cannot have until I deliver him 
your Ladyships Receipts and which Mr Partington said you would send half 
Yearly as the Annuity became due.”

(157) 17 Nov   W[illiam] Bush, Brook Street, to HG
“Mr Partington desires you will look at your Account of Drayton expences 
and you will find a mistake in the Article of Octr 10th in which you charge 26 
Weeks Board Wages from 3d of April to 1st September whereas it should be 1st 
of October. Mr Partington desires you will alter your Account. Pray tell Mr 
Etough that Mr Partington cannot find any Deed relative to Lowick School.”

(158) 27 Nov   Lady Glandore, from Ardfert, to HG
“I am quite sorry Gladwell that you should think me as careless about giving 
you notice when I draw on you, but I wrote to Lackington soon after I had 
given the draught to Mr Stoughton requesting him to tell you of it, & to send 
me in a Letter two sheets of Purple foil which I was in great distress for to 
finish a piece of work. Now as he has not answered my Letter I am afraid 
it was lost, so that I must have appeared to you much more heedless than I 
really was. I enclose you the receipt you sent me which by some delay of the 
Post I got last Night tho’ it ought to have arrived much sooner, & I will look if 
I can find any of the stamped Paper you sent me a great while ago to write a 
receipt upon for the last Lady day Annuity, but if I do not inclose it you may 
conclude that careless like it is lost & send me one to sign as you did for the 
November half Year, perhaps you meant to send both, if so, one was lost, or 
you forgot to put it up, for I received only the one I now return signed as you 
desired. 
Give my Love to your wife. I wonder whether I shall ever see her again. I 
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begin to grow impatient to visit poor old England once more.”
[Addenda] “Did you get the Busts for Ld G: he is much obliged to you for 
undertaking the Commission.”

(159) 27 Nov   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for £75 annuity]

(160) 3 Dec   HG to Lady Glandore
“When I had the honor of Writing to your Ladyship last I knew of no Bills 
outstanding at that time, but the Balance of Mr King’s Account, but upon 
inquiring I find there is a Bill of yours due to Messrs Webb & Farmer upon 
your Ladyship Shoe Makers, the Bill is £21.12 or there abouts. I have promised 
them that they shall be paid the next time I go to London, if not sooner. I make 
no doubt but your Ladyship knows of the Bill, and if you have no objections I 
shall perform my promise.
I have inclosed to your Ladyship your half Years Account and you will find 
a Balance in your favour of £2.12.7. I hope your Ladyship has received my 
last Letter wherein I inclosed two Receipts for you to sign and return to me. 
Your Ladyship will be so good as to acquaint Lord Glandore that I got two 
heads of Tasseys composition when I was in Town, one of the King and the 
other of my late Lord for his Lordship, and Mr Lackington has taken charge 
of sending them to Ireland by the first opportunity. I have not had the honor 
of seeing my Lord since I wrote to your Ladyship last, but I understand his 
Lordship is perfectly well. I saw Mr Germain when I was in Town last week 
and I did not forget to deliver your Ladyships Message. He desired his Love 
to your Ladyship and Ld G. I had the pleasure to find him perfectly well and 
Very much grown, he leaves Westminster at Christmas and returns there no 
more but goes to Oxford. Mrs Gladwell had the honor of a Letter the other 
day from Miss Sackville and I have the pleasure to add she is perfectly well.”
[James Tassie (1735-1799), well known at the time for modelling medallion portraits 
in a white composition invented by him and his partner Quin. George Germain was 
at Westminster School.]

(161) 12 Dec   HG to Lady Glandore
“In my Letter to your Ladyship dated the 1 of June last I did myself the honor 
of sending to your Ladyship a stamp Receipt to sign for your Ladyships 
half Year Exchequer Ann due last Lady day, and in my Letter of the 12 of 
November I inclosed to you another Receipt for your Ladyship to sign for 
your half Years Exchr Ann due last Michaelmas. In my last Letter I believe 
I mentioned to your Ladyship that I had inclosed to you two Receipts, but 
upon looking over my Letters to your Ladyship I find that I sent a Rec in 
my Letter of the 1st of June and another in my Letter of the 12 of Novr which 
last I have received. I have inclosed to your Ladyship a Blank Stamp which 
you may please to fill up for your half Years Exch Ann due to Lady day last 
& return it to me. If your Ladyship has found the Rec that I sent you in my 
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Letter of the first of June and now already sent it to me, then the inclosed 
Stamp will do for your Ladyships next half Years Ann due at Lady day 1788.”

(162) 17 Dec   P, Brook Street, to HG
“Inclosed is my receipt to you for the ½ Years dividend due last Michmas 343-
4-0, which you received & paid (I believe on the day the receipt is dated) to 
Messrs Drummond on my account and I desire you will by return of the post 
send me the receipts Messrs Drummond gave you for 343-4-0 on my acct.
Has Worthington paid another ½ Year’s rent?
I suppose Mr Germain is with you, if he is, make my Compliments to him.
I wish you many happy returns of the approaching season.
[addenda] You may send yr Venison as soon after Xmas day as you please.”

(163) 19 Dec   HG to P
“By this days Post I received yours dated the 17 Instant with your Receipt for 
£343.4 I paid to Messrs Drummond on the 20 of Novr last on your Account, 
and I have returned to you their Receipts for that sum. Mr Worthington has 
not paid me any Money since the last Audit. I have seen him since I was 
in Town and he told me that he was in hopes he should be able to pay me 
some of his arrears soon. I told him if he paid me any it must be half a Years 
rent. On Thursday after Christmas day I intend sending you a doe, and on 
Saturday following I hope you will receive it at Offham. Mr Germain is here, 
he came Thursday the 6 Instant, he is perfectly well and very jolly; he begs his 
compliments to you.
Mrs G and all friends here beg to join in most respectful Compliments wishing 
you and your good Family many happy returns of the approaching season.”

1788

(164) 3 Jan    P, Offham, to HG.                                                                                              
“I was kept in London until last Monday when I came home and Mrs 
Partington told me she had that day received the Venison & Hare. I could 
not expect any Game, and I am really sorry you sent me your own Haunch 
at least you ought only to have made an Exchange. I assure you the Drayton 
(tho’ not so fat} was by much the highest flavoured. As you do not mention 
Ld Sackville I presume he has not been with you, at least was not when you 
wrote.”

(165) 8 Jan   John and Ann Mortimer, from Powlstead [Polstead, near Lavenham, 
Suffolk], to HG
"This is to acquaint you that I was to see your Aunt about three weeks a go 
& Settled Every thing on your Aunts account, your Aunt have been very bad, 
taken in a fit, the people ware your Aunt bord, thought she could not live 
very little time, but is much Recovered, but thay was ableagd to have a Nurse 
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to hir. Your Aunt begd of me to give hir Humble duty to you & pray god to 
bless you both, & wish you a happy New year & as many of them so please 
god, I Settled Everything up to the Twenty first of Decembr 1787.

The Years Bord at 5s pr Week is 	 £13 :0 :0
The Expence for Nurse & wine bill of warein Appairil	 1 :12:6
	 £141:12:6

Due to you out of the draught last February	 £3: 4:6
Recevd More by Note May 30th 1787	 10: 0:0
			
	 £13: 4:6
Balance due to me	 1: 8:0

I hope you will find the Account Right & with Sattisfaction.
When I was at Lavenham I found the Man that had taken the Pore at a sirten 
sum for year, was broke & gone, I than whent to the Overseer, as thay have 
the pore in thare own hands now. In behalf of your aunt to Recover that one 
shiling & four pence pr week, thay than Ordered your Aunt a cote & pair 
of stockins But said it was not of thare power to do Eany furder till a parish 
Meeten, I have waited to know how it was settled at the Meeten, the Man 
whare your Aunt bords send me word that they have Concented to Alow 
your aunt one shiling pr Week that is better than none, as it will help in time 
of a illness.
I hope Dear Friends you received the letter I sent by Genearial Rowleys 
sarvent Warein I aquainted you of receving a letter from Mr Crick, who said 
he hopd to have the pleasure of seein you as his Master would stop two or 
three days Near that place, Sir Joshua Rowley is bad of a wound he receved in 
his Arme when Abroad sum years a go. The eldest daughter is goin to Marry 
to a sone of Sr John Cotens. Mr Cobbold Mr Rigby Father & Mother Jorke & 
Mother Seabrook & Brother Seabrook & Wife & in short al frinds that know 
you, desire to be remembered to you both.
So My dear frinds I Conclude with my Wifes kind love to you both & Wish 
you a happy New year & Many of them. My sone & daughter is not at home, 
My sons hand is Very well but he hold his work. I had a letter from My sone 
Saml yesterday, he said he is very well. I here by all My Naibours that see my 
sone Saml that he is a very smart young man & as far as I Can here is Very 
Strong, he live with Lady B. Tallmash in South Audley Square he have been 
with his Lady better than a year, I here he have got a Very good place, be so 
kind as to Call on him When you are in Town, & give him some of your good 
advise.
P.S. I have now Receved a littel Choice Stock Seed from Mr Rigby who I told I 
would send you a little. If I Can do it up safe it is between a ten week stock & 
a Queen, the best of the stock I think I ever see, pray let me know if the stock 
grow that you had from me.
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This seed is to be sown Early in March in a warm place & you may out sum of 
them in potts if you please. 
I have no more to say but pray god bless you both & Remain your sincear 
Aquaintance John & Ann Mortimer.
Be so kind as to let me Here from you soon.
My Wife find fault of my spellin but I tel hir you can Read latters,”
[An interesting list of friends in Suffolk and an indication of Gladwell’s social circle. 
“Coten” refers to the Cottons of Madingley Hall, Cambridge. Sir Charles Cotton, 5th 
Bart. (1753-1812) married Philadelphia, daughter of Sir Joshua Rowley of Tendring 
in 1799; John Cobbold (1746-1835) the eminent East Anglia brewer, owner of 
Christchurch Manor Ipswich; Francis Hale Rigby of Mistley Hall, Essex, just over the 
border from Nayland; had political interests 1779-84, and when the Duke of Bedord 
was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Rigby served as his secretary.] 
 
(166) 8 Jan   C[harles] Sackville, St James Street to HG
“I return you many thanks for the Game you was so good as to send me 
and which I rec’d yesterday in very good Condition. Your saying that my 
old favorite Rover was of the party adds you may be sure to the value of 
the present, but joking apart, I am very much obliged to you for this fresh 
Instance of your remembrance of me.
I came to Town from Milton Abbey about the middle of last Month and after 
a few days stay, I intended to proceed to Mr Hanbury’s and pass the Holy 
days at his House. But the great fall of snow we have had and other things 
intervening, obliged me to put off my intended and long promised Visit to 
my Friend, to a more favourable opportunity. Had it taken place I should 
certainly have popped in upon you, a pleasure however which if I live, I am 
determined to indulge myself in, in the Course of this year.
I lately had the pleasure of seeing Ld Sackville. He is charming well, and 
without partiality I think I may say of him that he is as promising a young 
man as ever I saw. After indulging himself in a little more hunting, he 
seriously talks of going abroad for a few Months. Mr Ward & Lady Arabella 
are in Town. They both give me a very good account of Ld & Lady Glandore. 
The Duke has not yet got the Garter but there is no doubt that as soon as a 
Chapter can be held it will be sent over to Him.
If it is not too late in the Season I should be very glad to have some Doe 
Venison, but if it is too late, I beg you wouldn’t think of it. Remember me 
kindly to Mr Etoff and wish best good wishes to you & Mrs Gladwell.”
[The envelope is marked Mr Jas Cunninghame. Mr Hanbury is almost certainly 
William Hanbury of Kelmarsh Hall, Northamptonshire.]

(167) 17 Jan   Zach. Mead to HG
“after my dew Respects to you I now have Recd all my Lords Rents hear but 
judgis hou has promised in 2 or 3 wicks ples to let me no whear I should pay 
it and it shal be doun and my sun jounes with me in dew respects to you and 
woul wait on you at Drayton in march next to setell my a Counts if that will 
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be agrabel to you.
[addenda] balance dew to their Lordships is 169:15:5 ½.”  

(168) 27 Jan   HG to P
"I am extremely sorry to acquaint you that an alarming fire broke out last 
Thursday in the Barn of one of the Cottages belonging to my Lord at Slipton 
occupied by the Widow Bates, by the vigilance of the Inhabitants it did no 
other damage than destroying about three loads of Hay and burning the 
Roof of the Barn, it was with the greatest difficulty that the House was saved 
adjoining to the Barn, which is one of the best in Slipton. I am in the hopes the 
Walls have received no material damage. Luckily the Wind was at the West 
and drove the flames from the Town, had it been in the South I am afraid 
great part of the Town must have sufferd for the Wind was amazing high. 
I have orderd an estimate to be taken of the expenses of repairing the Barn; 
which when done I will send to you and if you approve of it I will order some 
Ruff Timber to be cut in Slipton Coppice this Spring to do the repairs with. 
As the inhabitants were so very attentive in saving the House adjoining the 
Barn and another House adjoining it, I thought it right to order some liquor 
to be given to them, at my Lord's expense, which I have not yet paid for, but I 
think it will come to between two and three pounds, which sum I shall place 
to the expence of the Farm &c. What I have done I hope will meet with your 
approbation."

(169) 4 Feb   HG to P
“I have inclosed to you my half years Account with Ld Sackvilles & Ld 
Batemans which I hope you will find right. I have paid to Lord Bateman 
one Moiety, and have wrote to Messrs Drummond this post to pay to your 
Account with them, the sum of £468.8.7 being the Moiety of Rent &c due to 
Lord Sackville as you will see stated in my Account.”
[Added note]
Estimate of Repairing Widow Bates Barn 
Bradley Carp				    4 – 5 –
2 Loads of Timber 1s pr foot		  5 -   -
Marsh Thatchers work		   	 2 -18 -3
7 loads of straw 12s pr load		  4 – 4 –
30 Bundles of Reeds			   - 7 -6
1 Bundle of lathes			   - 1 -6
I suppose the Stonemason		  2 -   -

					     18- 16-3

(170) 11 Feb   P, Brook Street, to HG
“I went into Sussex on the 3d when I had not received your letter of the 27th 
January, but it was together with your letter of the 4th of February delivered 
to me on my return. Altho’ I was sorry for the accident, I was much rejoiced 
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that no greater damage was done, for by your account the whole Town was 
in great danger. You did right in having an estimate made & the earlier in 
the spring the repair is done the better. Mr Germain called in Brook Street 
when I was in Sussex, he left word he was going to Withyham. I wrote him 
a letter to Drayton about a fortnight ago, but had no answer, if I don’t see 
him soon I will write to Withyham. When you pay Mr Germain any money I 
wish you would take a receipt. I suppose he will want more money, which I 
will give him when I see him, & take care he pays you out of it the 7Gs to Mr 
Drummond on your Account. I have heard of Ld Sackville’s being in Town 
but he has not done me the honour of calling or sending me word that he was 
in Town. When we meet I will give you a receipt at the foot of the duplicate of 
your account in exchange for the receipt Mr Drummond gave you for 468.8.7 
(if they did give you one) on my account.
If Worthington has not paid another half years rent you must apply to Mr 
Yorke to make a debit for the rent due, and we must find out another Tenant,
I thank you for 2 Brace of Partridges and a Hare they came very opportunely 
as my Family are just come to Town for the Winter, I have a House in Bruton 
Street, Berkeley Square, tho’ I date my letter from Brook Street.”

(171) 16 Feb   HG to the Mortimers
“Indeed my gd Friends I am quite ashamed of my self in being so neglectful 
in not answering your former letter wherein you acquainted me that Mr 
Crick intended on a visit, since the receipt of your letter of 24 of Sepr I was 
agreeably surprised with a visit from him. I was standing near my Lords 
Stable when a Gentleman came up to me and asked me if he could get 
through the Park, I answered Yes and at some distance I saw a Gent whose 
face I thought I had some knowledge of but guess at my surprise when he 
came nearer to me I found him to be our friend Mr Crick. I must own I was 
very happy to see him though his visit was but very short, for I believe he 
did not stay more than three quarters of an hour with me, as he was obliged 
to return to his master very soon. I was happy to hear by him that you and 
your good Family were all well. A Thousand thanks to you my gd Friends 
for your goodness and great attention that you have shown to my Aunt, but 
it suffices me to say that I look upon it as done to myself. Your Account that 
you have sent to me is quite agreeable but I am afraid that you put yourself 
to expence upon my account, which I beg you will by no means do but I 
beg you will charge all my Letters to you to my Account for I can’t think of 
giving you trouble and at the same time put you to expence. I have inclosed 
to you a Draft upon my Bank in London for ten pounds, and when that 
is expended I beg you will let me know and I will remit to you another. I 
am very sorry to hear my Aunt has been so ill, I beg when you send to her 
that you will be so good as to send Mrs Gladwells & my kind Love to her; 
whatever you think proper to do, to make my aunt comfortable, will meet 
with my approbation. When I was in London in Novr last I called at Lady 
G Talmashs in hopes of seeing your son, but I was informed that he was 
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then in the Country with Lady Bridget. I shall be in Town again some time 
next May; when you may be assured I will again call, what I have seen of 
him I think him a promising young man. I am very sorry to hear that Mrs 
Mortimer is so affected with Rheumatism, I have inclosed to you a Receit 
for that disorder given me by a Gentleman who assured me he had the good 
fortune to cure all his neighbourhood that were affected with that disorder. 
I wish that Mrs M may find some relief from it.
I am much obliged to you for your kind offer of sending me some Stock 
seed, I shall gladly accept your offer, for I think you had the finest flowers 
of that sort I ever saw, some of the plants you was so good as to give me are 
all alive and very fine ones they are. I have three or four plants from the 
seeds you gave me one of them is now in bloom but it is single, the others I 
flatter myself will be fine. I have ordered the Gardener to prepare a place in 
a warm aspect, to put the seeds in you are so good as to promise to send to 
me.”

(172) 23 Feb   P, Brook Street, to HG
“I must trouble you to tell Mr & Mrs Thomas that I desire they will send to 
Messr Drummond for Mrs Thomas Annuity which when I have called they 
said was not paid, & it is the only one due at Xmas which has not been paid.
Since I wrote to you, Ld Sackville called upon me & afterwards did me the 
honor of dining with me in a party of the Grosvenor Family & Mr Pelham, 
who he was acquainted with.
I suppose Mr Germain is with you as he said he should go to Drayton as last 
Thursday. Mr Germain had money from me & said he would pay you the 7 
Gs himself.”

(173) 29 Feb   Bush and Hoper, Brook Street, to HG [combined letter]
“[from Bush] Herewith I send you a Table for calculating Wages &c. I believe 
it is what you mean in your Letter to me, it is such a one as I could calculate 
anything from tho’ I prefer the Pen to any of them. Table 2 is for Wages tho’ 
Table 1 will answer every purpose. I should have sent it you before this time 
but I am so engaged with the Lottery all the forenoon & with Mr Partington 
in the afternoon that I have scarce a moment to do any thing until that part 
of the Evening which is too late to do any business. The price of it is 1s.6d 
& if you don’t think it will answer the purpose you want it for, I will take it 
myself. I have not seen one that I think will do better. I return you thanks for 
the Hare you was so good as to send me.

[from Hoper] I am much obliged to you for the brace of Partridges which I 
received in my Friend Mr Bush’s Basket. I was sorry I had no opportunity of 
calling on you when you were in Town.
Mr Partington desired in case I could get a Frank (which I have not been able 
to do) that I should inform you he was much pleased with Lord Sackville’s 
having dined with him in Town lately, that he hoped Mr George Germain 
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would be very happy at Drayton, He supplied him with £25 before he left 
Town & from thence he was to pay the 7 Guineas he had received from you.”  

(174) 29 Feb   C[aroline] S[ackville], from Shobdon Court, to Mrs Gladwell                                                   
"I am exceedingly sorry to hear that you have had so an unfortunate accident 
& hope that you now find no bad consequences from it. Mr Croft had wrote 
to Ld: B: about the money but I delivered your Message to Ly: Bateman.  Mr 
Harley could give no Bill, as he went out of Town before his mourning was 
out; I was sorry at the time, but it was not a thing of sufficient consequence 
to think about after a Day or two. Ly. Arabella Ward whom you may 
remember in London some time ago is there now & I shall be very glad to 
see her. Mr Hastings's Tryal is now the fashionable morning amusement & 
I am told what I can hardly believe that Ly: Duncannon suckles her Child 
in the Box where she sits. I am sorry that Mr & Mrs Etough have sustained 
such a loss in their eldest Son, but hope that having so many Children will in 
some degree abate their affliction. I suppose I shall soon have the pleasure of 
seeing Gladwell & you in Town. We leave this place tomorrow morning, & I 
shall send this letter from London.”                                                           
[“Mr Hastings’s Trial” is the famous one brought against Warren Hastings for 
misconduct and corruption while governing in India. It began in 1788 and dragged 
on until 1795 when Hastings was acquitted.]                                              

(175) 1 Mar   Lady Glandore an order directed to HG at Lackingtons, St Albans 
Street
“Please to pay to Lancellot Hill Esqr or order twenty one days after sight the 
sum of twenty five Guineas & place it to the account of Diana Glandore.”
[On the reverse various receipts including one signed by Pyne Crosbie for £26.5 to 
Lancelot Hill, and another to Messrs O'Brien & Comerford.]

(176) 3 Mar   Thomas Mead, Buckingham
[An Estimate] "for taking Down & rebuilding the wall, Lathing & Rough 
cutting the uper part -			    				  
							       £4.0.0 
Carpenters Work 					     £2.7.0 
							       6.7.0
Mr Thomas Meads prays to be Allowed something Towards this Estimate."

(177) 6 Mar [no year] C[aroline] Sackville to Mrs Gladwell [This letter refers to her 
being at Shobdon and seems to fit here.]
“I should have written to you long ago if I could have procured a Frank, but 
during all the time I was at Shobdon I had but one opportunity of getting 
one & then Ly Bateman wrote which was I thought much the same thing as 
hearing from me. You did very right to send me Mr King’s Bill, he is a great 
Rogue & he charged me things which I am almost sure I never had & can 
therefore not hope to find Receipts for. If I did buy them I am certain they are 
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paid for as I always gave him ready money for whatever I had. Unless he can 
force me by law I am determined not to pay him again & if the Person who 
buys is under age I believe & hope that the Law cannot enforce the payment. 
I flatter myself, therefore, that Mr King will be disappointed of his aim, if 
he means to chase me, but I am rather inclined to believe that the Debts will 
be found to belong to one of the married Miss Sackvilles not me. I was not 
at all glad when the time arrived for leaving Shobdon where from Ld & Ly 
Bateman’s kind and affectionate behaviour I have spent many happier days 
than ever I did in London. I am much obliged to you for your receipt for the 
Ague, it did a great deal of good in the country & made me pass for a very 
skilful Physician. I was applied to from all the neighbouring Villages, & went 
trotting about upon Neddy with abundance of Vomit & Papers of Camolmile 
Tea in my pocket to Ld Bateman’s great amuseument.
For these Nine months past I have been so thoroughly rusticated that all the 
immense head dresses and studied Fashions will now appear very odd to me. 
I have not had any powder in my hair since I was here last, have seen no Cork 
Ramps false Breats or great Hats so that I am returned as unfashionable as it 
is possible to be. 
I am very glad to hear that you are coming to Town in May as I shall have 
great pleasure in seeing you again. I beg you will write to me once more 
before you leave Drayton as I always like to hear that you are well & happy.
[postscript] Lady Bateman found Mr Gladwell’s Letter with the draughts when 
she arrived in Town.”

(178) 15 Mar   HG to P
“Your Letter of the 23 Inst gives me infinite pleasure to find that my Lord dined 
with you. I make no doubt you know his Lordship has lately been here, I took 
an opportunity of saying to his Lordship, how much pleased you was with the 
honor of his company at Dinner; his Lordship smiled & looked very pleasant.
Mr Germain leaves this tomorrow Morning to go to Town, he has paid me the 
£7.7 he had from me the 27th of Jany to take him to Town but he informs me 
today that he has not money enough to take him to London and asked for £7.7 
more to pay his journey, which I have given him on Account and taken his 
Receipt for the same. Mr Germain informs me that his yearly allowance is not 
yet settled, which I hope will plead my justification in letting him have the 
£7.7. I have the pleasure of acquainting you that on the 14 Instant Mr James 
Worthington, of Slipton, paid one half a years rent as part of arrears due to 
my Lord.
If you please you may pay the £7.7 to my Account with Messrs Drummond or 
sooner when you come here in May if more agreeable.”

(179) 25 Mar   HG to Lord Sackville
"I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship that Peg foled last night a very 
fine Colt, its colour is Bay, and I think a great a Beauty as ever was seen of the 
kind, it has a Beautiful Star on its forehead, the Mare is perfectly well, she is 
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to go to the same Horse she had before in eight or ten days. Charlkott is going 
to Horse and I intend to send her at the same time.
Pray God send your Lordship a good Journey and safe return.”

(180) 25 Mar   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity as before]

(181) 29 Mar   Pyne Crosbie, from Limerick, to HG. [The wife of Maurice Crosbie, 
Dean of Limerick 1771-1809.]
“I had the pleasure of Lady Glandore’s Company for about Six weeks at my 
house in Limerick, when she drew the bill on you that I have pass’d to Mr 
Meade if it is your power to desire payment of the Bill sooner than the date 
you would oblige me very much. Dean Crosbie sends his Compts to you.”

(182) 31 Mar   HG to P
“You have a great right to think me neglectful in not informing you before 
this time, that Mr James Worthington paid me on the 14 Instant half a Years 
rent in Arrears due to Lord Sackville. I assure you Sir I wrote to you by Mr 
Germain who left this 16 [i.e. on the 16th] to inform you of it, but I was much 
surprised at Receiving a Letter from him by Yesterdays Post wherein he 
informs me that he had lost my Letter that I had instructed him with for you, 
which I hope will plead my excuse for this delay.”

(183) 1 Apr   Lady Glandore
“Recd of Mr Gladwell By the Hands of Mr Lackington By order of the 
Countess of Glandore fourteen Guineas
By me Arabella Ward”

(184) 4 Apr   P to HG
“I received yours of the 29th of March acquainting me of J Worthington having 
paid you half Years rent you say in arrears to Ld Sackville. It is the half Year 
due at Michaelmas 1786 & I hope you gave him a receipt accordingly. You will 
not enter it in any account but give it me when I caome. I cannot fix the day 
for the audit but I think it will be held Wed: or Thursday the 7th or 8th of May, 
will let you know.
Do you ever recollect seeing or were there any papers sent to Drayton among 
which there might possibly be a Bond of Genl. Robert Cunninghame for 
£2200 to Ld Sackville.”

(185) 10 Apr   Lady Glandore, Ardfert, to HG
"I write now Gladwell to inform you that we have received the busts very 
safe, only Ld G. bids me tell you that you are a shaby Dog (his own words) for 
getting them in black instead of gilt frames, & that he must now send them 
to Dublin to repair that oeconomy of yours, so you see you have a good scold 
by the bargain. I give you notice that on May day I shall draw on you at 21 
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days sight for 25 Guineas, pray let me know how much more I may draw for. 
Ld G. requests you would send him the promised strong & small Beer he says 
that it is a farce to imagine that good strong brewing won't keep & he insists 
as he got my brother's promise that it may at least be tried, & that as soon as 
possible after the receipt of this you will send it off to the most convenient 
Port that has any dealing or communication with Cork, such as Bristol, 
Liverpool or any other, directed to him to be left in the care of Mr Charles 
Casey Merchant Cork. He says this is a very good time of year before the heat 
of Summer & he requests he may not be disappointed as he really rejoices in a 
draught of good English Beer, the only luxury we cannot get in this Country. 
Now pray exert yourself on this occasion & we shall be really obliged to you. 
Remember me kindly to your wife & all the good people at Drayton to whom 
I believe I shall be tempted to make a visit next year as Charles presses me 
very much to come to see him after he comes of age - Wont you all be glad to 
see me?"

(186) 12 Apr   Samuel Coles, Buckingham
“An Estemation of the Expence for Repairs to the Mill

78 Foot of Inch ¼ Oak Boards at 3 ½ pr Do. 	 £1 – 2 – 9
to line the Soal of the Water Wheel
87 Foot of Inch ¼ Elm Boards at 2 ½ pd Do.	 0 -18 – 1 ½
for the Srounding the Water Wheel
94 Foot of Inch ¼ Elm Boards at 2 ½ pr Do.	 0 -19 – 7
for the Ladles to the Wheel
9 Foot of Oak Timber at 1s 6 pr foot	 0 -13 – 6
for Starts and Pins
8 lb of Nails at 4 ½ pr lb	 0 – 3 – 0
for Sundry other little Jobbs about the Gills	 1 -10 – 0
Scurting Boards Mill Gates &c
for the Mason Work and Meterials for Repairing	 1 – 0 – 0
The Mill head Bank &c.
6 Weeks Work for the Mill wright at 13s pr Do.	 3 -18 – 0
for Repairing the Thatching		
	 1 – 0 - 0
	 £11– 4 – 11 ½

I believe the Jobbs we have in vew will not exceed the Sums above Mention’d 
but I hope my Landlord will not think I want to run him to unnecessary 
Expence for in saveing him I save myself also
Samuel Coles Buckingham April 12th 1788.”
[endorsed by HG] May 23 Lord Bateman Allows to pay one half of this 
Estimate.”
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(187) 18 Apr   Hoper, Lower Brook Street, to HG
“Mr Partington desires me to inform you he proposes being at Drayton on 
Tuesday the sixth of May and would be glad to have the Audit the next Day. It 
is probable Mr Boodle may accompany him. The Duke of Dorset is in Town & 
Mr Partington with his Grace & otherwise fully employed. He desires me to 
add that he has found General Cunninghame’s Bond.
Mr Partington apprehends he must set off from Drayton early in the Morning 
of the Day after the Audit & hopes you will be prepared fully for him as you 
can do.”

(188) 20 Apr   HG to Lady Glandore
“I had the honor of receiving your Ladyships Letter dated the 10 Instant 
and I beg your Ladyship to present my humble Duty to my good friend 
Lord Glandore and tell his Lordship that I myself much hurt at causing his 
Lordship displeasure about the Medalions. I assure your Ladyship it was a 
mistake of Mons Tassies to send them in Black Frames but (I did not like the 
imperfection, and at the same time not having a cast of the King) I ordered 
two to be made of the same size and the same sort of Frames as the one Mr 
Tassie showed to me; which was gilt had I seen them before they were sent 
to Ld Glandore they certainly should have been in Gilt Frames, as they could 
not properly be finished before I left London, I ordered Mr Tassie to send 
them to Mr Lackingtons for him to send them to Ardfert. I must trouble your 
Ladyship to inform Ld Glandore no time shall be lost in sending his Lordship 
a Hogd of Drayton Ale and a Hogd of Small Beer. I will take care the Ale shall 
be of the best in the Cellar.
In my Letter of the 12 of Decr last I inclosed to your Ladyship some Stamp for 
your ladyship to fill up for your Ladyships half years Ann due to Lady day 
1786 as I have not received it, I am afraid it has slipt your Ladyships Memory. 
I have now inclosed another Stamp which I must beg of you to sign and 
return it to me as soon as your Ladyship conveniently can, as I can’t settle my 
years Acc with Mr Partington before I receive it from your Ladyship. In my 
Letter of the 3 of Dec last I informed your Ladyship that there was a Bill of 
Messrs Webb & Farmer your Ladyships Shoemaker, the Bill is £21.12 or there 
about. I have promised them when I was in Town that they shall certainly be 
paid in May next, if not sooner. I have lately paid to Lady Ara Ward £14.14 and 
I have sent to Mr Lackington an order upon Messrs Drummond for £26.5 to 
answer a Draft of your Ladyship upon me for that sum; payable to Mrs Pyne 
Crosbie. If your Ladyship Draws upon me for the sum mentioned in your 
Last Letter which is £26.5 on the first of May, I shall not be able to perform my 
promise with Messrs Webb & Farmer your Ladyships Shoemakers. I cannot 
be certain to the Balance that will be in my hands if your Ladyship draws 
upon me for £26.5 on the 1 of May as I am at present uncertain what is due to 
Mr Lackington. I shall go to Town the beginning of next Month and as soon 
as I have settled your Ladyships Accounts there I will send you the exact 
Balance. I hope your Ladyship will allow me to keep my promise with Messrs 
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Webb & Farmer. When your Ladyship does me the honor of writing to me 
next, you had better direct to me at Mr Lackingtons as possibly I may be in 
Town, if not Mr Lackington will send it me here.
I have not had the honor of hearing from my Lord since his Lordship left 
England. I have the pleasure to inform your Ladyship that the D of Dorset has 
lately got the Blue Ribband [i.e. the Garter].
It will make me extremely happy to have the pleasure of seeing Lord 
Glandore and your ladyship at Drayton. My old woman says She longs much 
for the happy honor of once more embracing her own Child that she has the 
Vanity to call your Ladyship.”

(189) 26 Apr   HG to Hoper
“I had the pleasure of receiving yours dated the 18 Instant you will be so good 
as to acquaint Mr Partington that I had informed the Tenants of his intention 
of holding the Audit here, either the 6th or 7th of May. As Mr Partington has 
now fixed the Audit for the 7th I shall give public notice of it tomorrow. I know 
of nothing to prevent Mr Partington leaving this the Morning after the audit, 
every thing shall be prepared to give him as little trouble as possible.
I must beg of Mr Partington to bring some Blank Receipts with him.”

(190) 9 May   Lady Glandore, from Muckross, to HG
"I enclose you Gladwell the receipt so long forgot, & both Ld G. & I are obliged 
to you for the trouble you have taken about the Medallions & Beer. You may 
pay the Shoemaker you seem to have set your heart upon. My sister who read 
your Letter desired me to advise you to be a better oeconomist of your time 
& paper by only repeating the word Ladyship twice in the course of your 
Letters instead of two dozen times which you generally do.  Tell your old 
woman that I remember her very affectionately & wish much to see her - Bess 
is in good health & all the children well."

(191) 23 May   Thomas Mead, Buckingham, to HG
“Sir un the 21 of April I Sent you Coles Estemation wich he shoud you and of 
what he wanted to be don and that I had Since Examend the Repaires that is 
mention Wich is the water weill and the mill Gates and I think theis Repairs 
shoud be done and the tachin and haves I aked the sum tree that well do 
to Cut out what is mention if their Lordships ples and it well be Saven ther 
Lordships money. Your ancewr wether your had that Letter and how I ham to 
do une will much a blidg.”

(192) 29 May   HG to Zach Mead
“When I was in London the other day I laid the Estimate of Mr Coles repairs 
that are wanting to be done to the Mill before Lord Bateman and I have the 
pleasure to inform you that his Lordship has consented to the necessary 
repairs being done, according to the Estimate delivered to me, the Whole of 
the expence is £11.4.11 ½ one half to be paid by the Landlord and the other 
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half by the Tenant. If there is some Rough Timber that will do for the repairs 
you may take it down; and not go to the expence of buying Timber for the 
repairs.
When I saw your Son last he desired me to ask Ld Bateman to allow him 
something towards repairs, about £6.7. I mentioned it to Ld Bateman but his 
Lordship would not consent that any thing should be allowed.”

(193) 6 June   HG to Lady Glandore
“I had the honor of receiving yours dated the 12 of May with the two Recs 
inclosed to your ½ Years Ann due Ly day 87 the other to Lady day 88. I have 
inclosed to you your Acc which I hope you will find right, you will see there is 
a Balance in my hands due to you of £8.17.5. If your Ladysh has no objections 
you had better leave the Balance with you as possibly you may want some 
trifling things from Mr Lackington. I can pay him without breaking into the 
next ½ Years Ann due at Michaelmas. I have the pleasure to inform you I 
know of no Bill whatever outstanding against your Ladyship at this time.
I hope Lord Glandore has received the Hdd of Strong Beer & Hdd of Small I 
sent to Cork for his Lordship last Month from here. The last Account I had of 
my Lord he was in Vienna, and I have the pleasure to add in perfect Health.
We are happy to hear that Mrs Herbert and all her family are well.”

(194) 29 June   HG to P and to Lackington
“By this days Post from London I Received a Letter from Mr Lackington 
informing me that from a sudden heavy Rain Messrs Drummonds Cellars 
are filled with water, which makes it necessary that Lord Sackville's Plate 
should be taken from them, to go to Mess Jeffries & Jones to be cleaned. As 
I Received no written order from you to deliver up to Mr Lackington Messrs 
Drummonds Receipt and the Keys of Lord Sackvilles Plate, I felt myself not 
justifiable in giving them up without your order or the order of the rest of the 
Trustees of Lord Sackville. I have taken the liberty of sending of them to you. 
I have not the least doubt of the honesty and fidelity of Mr Lackington, but I 
would not deliver up such a Trust to any person without a written order from 
you. I hope what I have done will meet with your approbation. Pray excuse 
my giving you the trouble of letting me know if you receive the Keys & Recs 
safe. I shall be much obliged to you if you will be so good as to order the plan 
to be sent that you mentioned to me when at Drayton that I am to go by, to 
make the return of the Farms &c belonging to Lord Sackville here.
To Mr Lackington
I Recd yours by this days Post. I should have sent the Keys & Receipts of Lord 
Sackvilles Plate according to your desire but as Mr Partington as one of the 
Trustees of Lord Sackville did not send me a written order for the delivery of 
them up to you, I thought myself not justifiable to send them without such an 
order, I have sent them by Coach that goes from Thrapston this night directed 
to Mr Partington and I make no doubt they will be in Brook Street as soon 
as you receive this. I hope you will not think from my not sending the Keys 
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&c to you, that I have the least doubt of your honesty & fidelity, You know 
as well as I do Mr P punctuality, and I must own I felt myself not justifiable 
in delivering up such a trust without an order from him, or some one of the 
Trustees of Lord Sackville.”

(195) 1 Jul   P to HG
"I have received yours with the Inventory of the Plate the Keys and Messrs 
Drummond receipt for the Chests Boxes and Trunks. The Morning after the 
inundation occasioned by the violent rain and the bursting of a Shore I was 
at Messrs Drummond to see the damage done to writings and Papers (luckily 
there is none done to Ld Sackvilles) when I found several of the Plate Chests 
so much in Water that I thought the Plate might be damaged if suffered to 
remain in the Chests, at least they ought to be looked into. I therefore sent to 
Mr Lackington to know where the Keys were, he thought I had them and also 
the Inventories, convinced I had not I desired him to write to you for them and 
you have done properly in sending them to me. I shall desire Mr Lackington 
to examine the Plate have it cleaned by Mssrs Jefferies and Jones and the best 
way will be to send it to Drayton where it will be under your immediate Eye 
and care. I go into Sussex Thursday or Friday (having been kept here much 
to my inconvenience) but before I go I will return you the Inventories. I think 
it right to keep a Copy. I should have had Messrs Drummonds receipt for the 
Tin Boxes therefore send it when you next write or give it me when we meet.
Mr Boodle will soon send you instructions to get the particulars we shall 
want respecting the Farms, but there is no hurry about it.
P.S. Mr Lackington is taking the Chests to Mssrs Jefferies & Jones & you 
will hear from him when he sends them. I have got the Inventories copied & 
therefore return yours now.”

(196) 7 Jul   Hoper to HG
“By Mr Boodle’s Directions I send you the Particulars inclosed and he will be 
much obliged to you at your Leisure to ascertain the Quantities of Land &c of 
each Denomination according to it and Mr Boodle wishes it may be returned 
to him as soon as is convenient to you that if it should want any Additions 
there may be Time to make them before Lord Sackville comes of age.”

(197) 10 Jul   C[aroline] Sackville from Shobdon Court to Mrs Gladwell
"I was extremely sorry to hear that you was far from well when you left 
London, but hope the Drayton air soon recovered you, which I am sure it 
ought, since you are the means of restoring to health so many people there.  
We expect the Herberts here soon but do not yet know exactly when they 
mean to come. Di wrote me word that the Dss of Rutland has taken a House 
nine Miles from Town & sends her the most pressing invitations to come to 
it. I cannot tell whether she will or not but am sure it will not be want of 
inclination that will prevent her.
I was infinitely surprised to hear from Ly A. Ward that Ld Glandore was in 
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London, & cannot imagine what has brought him there at this time of year. I 
suppose Gladwell has heard nothing from him.
Charles is now in Vienna & I believe quite uncertain about the time of his 
returning. If you hear any thing of Di’s coming to England pray let me know."

(198) 18 Jul   Zach. Meads to HG
“after my dew Respects to You I now have Recd all my Lords Rents hear and 
shall be glad to no whear I should pay the money and has soon has the repar 
are finished at the mill I will pay the balance a cordin to your Orders.”

(199) 23 Jul   HG to Hoper
“I had the pleasure of receiving yours dated the 7 Instant and I inclose to 
you a return of all the Farms &c belonging to Lord Sackville at Drayton in 
Northamptonshire.
The number of Acres of Land and Woods are mostly by computation, but it is 
the best information I could get, and I hope it will meet with Mr Partingtons 
& Mr Boodles approbation, if there should be any mistake I beg you will be 
so good as to point it out to me, you will in the Cottage return Mr Barns name 
of Islip, but I have carried it to the other side and entered him with the Islip 
Farm with the mention of Acres of Land. If I remember right Mr Partington 
mentioned to me that Mr Barns should not have been put upon the Cottage 
Rental, but I suppose it is of no consequence my putting him with the rest of 
the Farms at Islip belonging to Lord Sackville. If you have a moment to spare 
pray let me know if you receive my Letter safe.”

[Various figures on the reverse including]
To Taxes			   46 . 8  .5 ½
To Wages			   82 . 18 .6 
To Bills			        	 129  . 2 . 3
To Bills for Farms  	  	 32 . 16 . ½
			        	 291 .  5 . 3	

(200) 2 Aug   HG to P
“I have this day begun killing Bucks at Drayton, the one that was killed this 
Morning is a very fine one, and I am of opinion they will not be in greater 
perfection this Season, therefore if it is agreeable to you, I wish to receive 
your commands; when and where I shall send your Venison to you from 
here. When will it be proper to send some Venison to Dr Smith and any other 
Gentlemen you have a desire to have some. The 23d of last Month I wrote to 
Mr Hoper and inclosed to him a return of all the Farms &c belonging to Lord 
Sackville about Drayton, the number of Acres of Land and woods &c some 
by admeasurement and some by computation, but I got the best information 
I was able; if it is what you wanted and meets with your approbation it will 
make me very happy. In my Letter to Mr Hoper of the 23 Inst I beg’d of him 
if he had a moment to spare to let me know if he received my Letter with the 
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return inclosed, as I have not received an answer I am afraid my Letter has 
been missent.”

(201) 2 Aug   HG to Lord Loughborough
“We have today begun killing Bucks in Lord Sackville’s Park at Drayton, and 
I wish to receive your Lordships commands when and where you like to have 
your Venison sent from here.”  

(202) 4 Aug   Hoper to HG
“I beg leave to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter inclosing the State of 
Lord Sackville’s Northamptonshire Property. I should not have delayed until 
this Time to have answered it but I was confined to my Bed by Illness when 
your Letter came & I have been down stairs but a few days. Your letter to Mr 
P went to him at Offham.”

(203) 6 Aug   P, from Offham, to HG
“I thank you for your Letter and information about Venison. I am going to 
Town next Week. I would not wish to have mine sooner than the Week after 
but I will trouble you with a letter as to the exact time. I am glad you have 
written to Ld Loughborough, I hope Ld Sackville will always continue to 
send Ld Loughborough Venison. As Mr Germain has left School Ld Sackville 
might not think it necessary to continue the Venison to Dr Smith, was his 
Lordship here I would certainly ask him, but as he is not and as this will 
be last Year the Doctor will be the Master of the School (part of which Mr 
Germain was there) I think you should send him a Haunch. Ld Sackville 
will hereafter send it or not as he thinks proper. Send it him, if you can, the 
beginning of next Week.
You should write to Mr Germain to know if he will have any Venison. I think 
his Brother would most certainly send him some. His direction is Droxford 
hear Alton Hants. I dare say you have before this time heard from Mr Hoper.
I think you said you sent Venison to Miss Sackville which you will do this 
Year.”

(204) 23 Aug   Hope to HG
“Mr Partington desires you will be so good as to send his Venison next week, 
If it could be killed Monday & cool enough to send by the Coach that night 
it would be in London Tuesday and might be directed to him at No.41 Lower 
Brook Street Grosvenor Square but if you do not send it until Wednesday he 
desires you will direct it to Offham near Lewes as you did last year to be 
forwarded by the Lewes Coach. Your writing me a Line when it will be here 
or at Offham will oblige.”

(205) 25 Aug   C[aroline] Sackville, from Shobdon Court, to Mrs Gladwell
“I suppose you are now making preparations for the 27th of this Month, as I 
understand that you are all to be dressed excessively fine upon the occasion. 
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I am persuaded you will see Charles before Christmas tho’ it is impossible to 
say what Month he will return. Bess & Mrs Herbert are now upon their Road 
to London, where they intend to remain about 3 Weeks, after which time they 
will come here again. She meant to have written to you an age ago, but as I 
was so continually asking her either to ride or to walk out, that she had hardly 
any time to herself, & you may believe that we had a great many things to say 
after so long an absence. Little Bessy is much the most sensible engaging Child 
I ever saw. Ld & Ly Bateman were quite delighted with her & she was equally 
so with them. Mr Herbert has now paid most of his London written debts & 
I hope he will soon be able to discharge them all. Di writes me word that she 
shall come to Town next Spring so I suppose you will have the satisfaction 
of seeing her again, as I conclude that you will accompany Gladwell up to 
London every Year. I am quite sorry that last year after having particularly 
charged you to keep on account of my Letters I totally forgot to pay you for 
them. I beg however that you will keep your account on & hope I shall have 
a better memory next time I have the pleasure of seeing you. Lord & Lady 
Bateman are perfectly well & as usual more cheerful & in better spirits than 
most young People. Remember me to Betty Love is she is now at Drayton.
Pray give my Complts to Mrs Etough whom I shall be very glad to see if ever 
I return to Drayton.”
[The 27th is a reference to Viscount Sackville’s coming of age.]

(206) 26 Aug   HG to P at Offham
"I have done myself the pleasure of sending you half a Buck from Lord 
Sackville’s Park, which I hope you will find very good; had there been a Coach 
gone from hence on last Monday I certainly would have sent the Venison by 
it so as to have been in London on Tuesday according to your desire. If I don’t 
hear from you to the contrary I will send you half a Buck with some Birds next 
Thursday sennight as to be at Offham on Saturday delivery.
As Lord Sackville is now come of Age, Is it necessary for me to make any 
alterations in my Accounts? Or would you have me continue on the same plan 
as I used to do till the audit? If you wish me to go on in the same method, pray 
don’t give yourself the trouble of writing, for I know your time is very precious, 
if I do not hear from you to the contrary soon, I shall go on in the same way as 
I used to. I have this day Received Six Chests of Plate from Messrs Jeffererys & 
Jones belonging to Lord Sackville.”  [Endorsed] “To be sent immediately to the 
Golden Cross Charing Cross London. To go by the Lewes Coach."

(207) 4 Sept   C[harles] Sackville From Paris to HG
“I return you many thanks my dear Mr Gladwell for your Letter of the 25th 
which I rec’d by last Post, and feel much obliged to you for your obliging 
attention about the Venison. I wish very sincerely I was near enough to avail 
myself of your offer, for I tho' I find myself here on a party of pleasure, I 
cannot help casting a longing Eye towards ever good Old England. I have 
been here about a Month, and reckon to be back in about a Month longer. 
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I had the pleasure of seeing the Duke before he went, and finding him in 
perfect good health. I take it for granted he will come back before I go as 
I cannot suppose they will let him stay much longer in the present state of 
affairs. I am truly glad to find you have such good accounts of your young 
Lord, who I suppose will not be long upon the Continent but hasten home 
for the hunting season. Some of his young friends here will have it that he 
is engaged to a Lady of very high Rank, but some years older than himself. 
I cannot bring myself to believe it, and always try to laugh them out of that 
conceit. Should it be so, I shall certainly be of the wedding, and we will all be 
merry. P.S. Many thanks for your goodness to Rover."

(208) 7 Sept   P, Offham, to HG
“I thank you for the trouble you took about the Venison, and am obliged to 
you for the Hare and three brace of Birds I received with the half Buck which 
came this Morning. The first half Buck which was very fat proved very good 
and I have no doubt but this will prove equally so. Ld Loughborough I hear is 
at Spa so that probably you will not hear from him as the Venison Season will 
be over before his return.
It is not necessary you should make any alteration in your accounts. I mean to 
be at Drayton about the usual time but if you have ten days notice of the day 
the Audit is to be held I suppose it will be sufficient.
I suppose you have examined or will examine the Plate with your Inventory.”

(209) 12 Sept   Lady Glandore from Limerick to HG at Lackingtons
“On the first of November next please to pay to the order of John Meade 
Thomas the sum of Fifty Pounds Sterling British Value received & place it to 
the account of, Diana Glandore.”                                                            
[On reverse receipts from John Meade and Lilly & Robarts]

(210) 5 Oct   C[aroline] S[ackville] [remains of a postmark LEOMI (Leominster), so 
from Shobdon] to Mrs Gladwell
"I have been commissioned by Charles to bespeek a large Piano Forte for 
Drayton & beg you will ask Gladwell what directions I ought to give about its 
being sent down. I suppose it might be conveyed to Thrapston in the Waggon 
& that he might send for it from thence. It will not be finished yet or for some 
time so there is no hurry about it, but when you write to me next let me know 
how it can go & how it must be directed. When it arrives it must be put in the 
Drawing Room, & pray let it be moved about very carefully as it will be an 
excessive fine Instrument.
I understand that Charles will return the latter end of this Month, so I 
suppose you will soon see the House as full as it can hold. I think you kept 
his Birth Day very magnificently & am persuaded that you all wished he had 
been there to congratulate him upon it.
The Herberts left us last Sunday & I expect soon to hear of their being landed 
in Dublin.  Little Betsy cried most bitterly when she went away, which I do 
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not wonder at, as she was the universal Favourite of the whole House. They 
are to spend a few days at Dean Crosbie's at Limerick, & then to settle at home 
again.
I hope if I come to Drayton that I shall find you all well there."

(211) 11 Oct   Hoper, Lower Brook Street, to HG
“I left Mr Partington at Offham on Thursday Morning and he desired that 
on my return to Town, I would write & inform you he wishes the Audit at 
Drayton to be Friday the seventh of November. I believe Mr Boodle will 
accompany him & both he & Mr Partington will probably reach Drayton on 
the Day before the Audit.
I suppose you know Lord Sackville is in England. Mr Boodle saw him very 
well yesterday at Knowle from whence the Duke of Dorset was just setting off 
on his return to Paris.
Mr Boodle & Mr Bush & myself are all much obliged for your liberal Donation 
of Game. I hope you have had a great Deal of Sport. I have been out only one 
Day yet & although I never saw more Partridges in my life yet I am sorry to 
tell you I killed only a brace."

(212) 13 Oct   Lady Glandore to HG
“I have drawn on you from Limerick for fifty Pds payable the first of 
November & beg you will send me the receipts to sign. Let me know how 
much more I may draw for. I had a Letter a short time ago from my dear 
Charles & find he is well and impatient to return home. I cannot tell you 
how much I long to see him & poor George who must be grown out of my 
memory. Lord Glandore has played truant a great while. I am very impatient 
for his return.
Remember me affectionately to your wife & tell her her child wishes much to 
see her.”

(213) 22 Oct   William Pope to HG
“Parden for Not Writing to you before has I have been So Much ingaged With 
Doing My Ld Bisnass and taking a house and My Ld Not being Well haveing 
a Could but think God he his Much better and I beleave on friday Next We 
Set of for Ld Batemans and Bring Miss Sackville to Drayton I have taken a 
house in Old Burlington No.8 a Pritty lettel Neat house I have a Great Deal to 
tell you When I Come to Drayton So you Excuse the shortness of this Letter. 
I hope Mrs Gladwell his Well and Mrs Love and Pray Give all Duty to them 
both and Pleas to Except of the Same Mr Germaine his With us and he Never 
brought his man With him and I have Nothing but My Self and I Cannot hear 
of a desent footman So I Conclude these Lines.”

(214) 24 Oct   HG to Lady Glandore
“I had the honor of receiving your Ladyships Letter dated the 13 Instant, 
and I certainly will obey your commands, and by the next Post from here, 
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will send an order to Messrs Drummond to pay to Messrs Lilly & Roberts, 
Lawrence, Poultney Lane, the sum of £50 which I suppose to be your order 
from Limerick for the like sum. We are happy to hear that you are well, God 
grant you and your good Lord may long continue to enjoy that great blessing. 
We flatter ourselves much with the thought of the pleasure of seeing you at 
Drayton. I have the satisfaction of informing your Ladyship that my Lord is 
returned from the Continent. I am sorry to say that he has had a bad cold in 
Town since his return, but I have the pleasure to add he has got the better of 
it, and I am informed he was to set out for Shobdon as yesterday and to bring 
Miss Sackville with him here. I am very sorry to inform your Ladyship that 
Miss Sackville has been very ill with the Influenza I am happy to say that she 
has got the better of it. The last ans I had of Mr Germain he was very well. I 
assure you he is a very pleasing young man.
After paying your Order for £50 the Balance in my hands will be £30.9.11. If it 
is agreeable to you, you had better draw on me for only £25 then I shall have 
a small sum left, that I can pay Mr Lackington any little demand he may have 
upon me when I go to Town next Month. I have inclosed your Rect for you to 
sign for your half Years Ann due to last Michs. I must beg of your Ladyship 
to return it to me the first opportunity. I hope the Bucks I sent from here last 
May arrived at Ardfert and proved good.”

(215) 25 Oct   C[aroline] Sackville [presumably from Shobdon] to Mrs Gladwell
"I am much obliged to you for your concern about my illness which has only 
been an Influenza which almost every body in the Country has had. I am a 
great deal better now, but tho’ I was attended by an excellent Physician I had 
much rather have had some medicines of your making for my Cough, than 
any of his prescriptions. Charles is to come here to fetch me to go with him to 
Drayton the 1st week in November, but I do not know whether there is to be 
any company, or if there is who they are to be. I have sent him the direction 
for the Piano Forte & begged he would himself call upon the Man who made 
it & that he would tell him how to send it that there may be no mistakes. The 
Instrument is finished so it will certainly arrive very soon, but as I am not in 
London it will not be in my power to write to Gladwell to inform him of the 
day that it sets out, I should therefore be obliged to him if he would send to 
Thrapston every now & then to enquire whether it is come.
Adieu my dear Mrs Gladwell it will give me great pleasure to see you so soon 
at Drayton.”

(216) 17 Nov   Bush, Brook Street, to HG
“Mr Partingrton desires you will get the Churchwardens & Overseers of the 
Parish of Lowick to sign the above Receipt first dating it and that you will 
pay them the £3-8-4 which I will return you on your coming to Town but 
Mr Partington would wish after you have paid them that you will desire 
them (if they can) to give you an Account of the receipt of this Money for 
four or five years back, this payment is to Midsummer last but Mr Partington 
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thinks it possible that it is not correct but this will be seen if they will give 
you an Account of what they have received. Mr Partington has left a copy of 
his last Rental & a copy of the next Rental and the form of your Account and 
the fullest instructions for receiving the Rents &c all which I will give and 
explain to you when you come to Town.”

(217) 23 Nov   Lady Glandore [postmarked Milltown] to HG 
“Like a stupid fool as I am I have forgot the street that Lackington lives in, 
tho’ it is a very short time ago since I wrote to him. I am obliged therefore 
to enclose a Letter to you which I request you would send him by the very 
next Post; adg a line also from yourself requesting him to be particularly 
careful about getting the best toned, best finished, & best looking Flute he 
can procure, which is what I write to him about, & as it is for a present I 
am anxious to have it superior to any that has been seen in this Country, for 
you know of old that I am a generous Princess. I hope you got my last Letter 
apprising you of my having drawn on you for fifty Pounds from Limerick.”

(218) 6 Dec   Hoper, Brook Street, to HG
“Mr Partington who is at Offham has desired I will inform you of his Wish 
that you would acquaint the Inhabitants of Lowick & Islip, Mr Knight, Mr 
Luck & others that he has received their letter & that he will communicate 
their Opinion to Mr Pulteney.
I am sorry I was from Home when you were in Town & called here. I was glad 
to hear from Mr Bush that you were well. I congratulate you on the position 
you now hold at Drayton.”

(219) 15 Dec   C[aroline] Sackville [again postmarked Leominster, so from Shobdon] 
to Mrs Gladwell                                                                 
"I arrived here yesterday at Seven o clock which was a good deal later than I 
intended, but Ld & Ly Bateman did not expect me much before I came. I hope 
your Cold is better, & that you have had no more return of the head ache. If 
you can do any good to Mary Groom pray let me know, & beg you will also 
inform me whether Allen's Daughter of Islip is at all recovered.
I had the satisfaction to find Ld & Lady Bateman perfectly well.
Remember to keep an account of my Letters."

(220) 1788 [from Charles Bird]                                                                                                              
A list of the Bucks Venison gave Away for the Year 1788
To Mr Yorke Half a Buck
To Mr Squires a haunch
To Mr John Knight a Side
To Mr Mansfield Half a Buck
To Mr Scrivins a haunch
To Mr Saml Knight a Side
To Dr Smith Half a Buck
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To Mr Day a haunch
To Mr Luck a Side
To Sir George Roberson [Robinson of Cranford] Half a Buck
To Half a Buck for Lord Viscount Sackvilles Birth Day
To Mr Partington Half a Buck
To Mr Bidwell Half a Buck
To Mr Cunninggin [Cunningham] Half a Buck
To Mr Burton Esqr Half a Buck
To Mr Partington Esqr Half a Buck
To Mr Piwell a Haunch
To Mr Baker a Side
To Mr Etough Half a Buck
To the Club a Haunch
To Mr Wm Purley a Side
To a Buck to Lord Ongley By the order of Mr Germain

(221) 25 Dec   HG to P
“I shall the beginning of next week order Messrs Drummond to pay to your 
account with them £459.6.3 being Lord Sackvilles Moiety of rents this half 
year. I have sent you a Doe and a Hare. The Venison is not as fat as I could 
wish as the weather has of late been very bad and the Does have fallen off 
very much, but I hope it proves a very good one. Lord Sackville is now in 
London but as the Frost is now going I am in hopes we shall have him here 
very soon. Mr Germain has been here about a week.”

(222) 28 Dec   P, from Offham, to HG
“The Basket containing a Doe and a Hare came yesterday, and I beg you will 
present my respects to Ld Sackville and return his Lordship my thanks. I and 
my Family are obliged to Mrs Gladwell and you for your good wishes and 
join in returning the same to you both. The Weather is severely Cold and we 
have this day a very heavy Snow.”

1789

(223) 12 Jan   C[aroline] Sackville from Shobden Court to Mrs Gladwell                                                                 
“I am glad that your endeavours to be of use to poor old Mary Groom were 
so successful, & think I could not do her a greater service than to leave her 
in such skilful hands. I have had a letter from Di in which she tells me that 
she has been excessively ill with violent spasms in her Stomach, & that the 
pain was so dreadful that she sometimes thought every moment would be 
her last. She has sent her case to Dr. Milman who advises her to go to Bath, 
which she thinks of doing very soon. If she does go, I dare say she will come 
to Drayton whenever Charles makes another Party there & I think she will 
be a great addition to it. I suppose you have not been able to go out much this 
frosty weather, & as to me I have been so lazy that I have not stirred from the 
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fire for this week past which however is not a practice I usually indulge. Lady 
Bateman was looking over my Mother's old Letters yesterday, & she said her 
Hand writing was so exactly like yours that it was hardly possible to discern 
the difference."                                                                                              
[Sir Francis Milman (1746-1821), Middlesex Hospital. 1785 physician to the King’s 
householkd; president of College of Physicians 1811-12.]

(224) 4 Mar   Lady Glandore, from Nassau Street, Dublin, to HG
“I have been shamefully idle in not returning you the receipt you sent me 
long ago. I now enclose it, & have this morning drawn on you in favour of 
the Revd. Mr Godfrey an order for twenty five Guineas at 21 days after date, 
which you will be so good as to accept. Pray let me know what Lackington 
has done as my brother charges me never to employ him if I do not wish to 
be cheated, as he is the greatest rogue alive. I was very sorry to get such an 
account of a Man I have so long been used to think honest faithful & obliging, 
& it has also greatly excited my curiosity which I beg you would gratify. I 
wish Charles could be prevailed upon to make me a visit in Dublin which 
is so much an easier journey than a Kerry one. I long to see him & should 
be too happy if I could prevail on him to come over. I am very vain of Ld 
Glandore who has distinguished himself greatly in the House of Lords, you 
cannot imagine the applause he has met with, but his speeches have been 
so murdered in the English Papers, & even things diametrically opposite to 
what he said put into his mouth, that nobody of your side the water can judge 
by such an account of his abilities, which however have here gained him the 
greatest credit. I must mention this to you because I know it will give you 
pleasure. I beg to be kindly remembered to your old woman (I recollect the 
time when she would have been highly offended at such an appellation).
P.S. As in Dublin one is apt to be short of money let me know whether on the 
25th of March I may not drawn on you for my half Year at 31 days after the 
date. I hope Molly Thomas is well.”

(225) 4 Mar   Lady Glandore to HG at Lackingtons
“Please to pay the Revrd Luke Godfrey or order at twenty one days after date 
the sum of twenty six pounds five shillings British Value received & place it 
to the account of Diana Glandore.”
[On the reverse various receipts relating to Burton Forbes & Gregory and HG’s note 
of an order to Drummonds 17 Mar.]

(226) 11 Mar   C[aroline] Sackville to Mrs Gladwell
"I am much obliged to you for your receipt for the scurvy, & am persuaded 
it is a very good one since you recommend it. If I meet with any poor person 
afflicted with that complaint I shall certainly try to perform a cure with it, & 
shall not doubt of success. As to the Spilsbury drops I am afraid of mentioning 
them to Di, because she has what is called a Skerus forming upon her Liver 
besides the spasms in her Stomach, & what might be good for one complaint 
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might be bad for the other. With so dreadful a variety of disorders, I think it 
might be dangerous for any person who did not constantly attend her, to order 
her any thing, & she is now in Dublin where I hope she will get better advice 
than she could in Kerry. I am glad you continue to overlook the Swan Family 
& poor Mary Groom. She has dreadful health & requires your assistance. I 
wish you would be so good as to spend a Guinea on her in wholesome food, 
not all at once, but as you find she wants it, & you will manage it better for 
her than she would herself. As I hope to have the satisfaction of seeing you in 
May, I shall then have an opportunity of paying you. 
Your little Robin was a lucky Bird to establish itself in your Room, for I know 
of old what care you take of all Birds. I hope you have still got it. I heard from 
George last post who is still in Hampshire with his Clergyman, but is soon 
to go to Oxford, in which case I shall have the satisfaction of seeing him in 
my way to London. Jane Pery is to be in town with Ly Herries in the Spring. 
She writes me word that Bale (who you know is married to Miss Otway), 
has had all her Sisters successfully to spend some Days with them, & that 
they admired his Place exceedingly. She had eight thousand Pounds fortune, 
which I suppose had no small share in his admiration of her."
[Sackville Bale (1753-1836) married Alice Otway (1760-1823) at Seveoaks.]

(227) 13 Mar   HG to Lady Glandore
"I had the honor of receiving your Ladyships Letter dated the 4 Instant by 
yesterdays Post with your Receipt inclosed for your half Years Exchr Ann due 
last Michaelmas. As soon as your Draft on me becomes due for twenty five 
Guins payable to the Revd Mr Godfrey, I will pay it. As your correspondence 
with Mr Lackington is stopped I am afraid there will be some trouble about 
paying it as Mr Lackington always Accepted your Drafts on me and at the 
same time gave me notice of the Acceptance and I always sent him a Draft 
on Messrs Drummond to pay your Drafts when they became due. I always 
found him very punctual in his payments, had it not been for him, several 
of your Ladyships Drafts on me would have been returned; and prelisted as 
I was not in Town to Accept them, and I am afraid Mr Godfreys Draft will 
be returned if Mr Lackington does not Accept it, as any person that has it for 
Acceptance will not send it to me here.
Your Ladyship may draw on me for your half Years Exch Ann due to next 
Lady day as mentioned in your Letter at 31 days after sight, but I am afraid 
there will be a difficulty about the acceptance as I cannot be in Town to 
Accept it, and Mr Lackington does not. Your Ladyship will please draw on 
me for £73.19.- as I will deduct the Guinea that you are so good as to allow me 
for Receiving your Money at the Exchr as it becomes due.
I am sorry Mr Lackington has incurred my Lords displeasure, his Lordship 
told me he had been very impertinent to him, and was near making a great 
breach between him and the D of Dorset, and that Lackington was a great 
rogue. I can’t give your Ladyship any further account.
I am much obliged for Your Ladyships account of Lord Glandores speech in 
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the House of Lords, it gives me infinite pleasure to hear that his Lordship 
stands so high in the estimation of his Country, which I hope he will live long 
to enjoy; as I am confident from the goodness of his Heart he never will do 
wrong. I never had the pleasure of seeing any of Ld Glandores Speeches in 
the English Papers.”

1788 Oct 20
To Balance due to the Countess of Glandore		  30 . 9 . 11 ½
Pr Cons brought up					     29 .16 .  4
							         - 13  -  7 ½ 

Pr Contra
Nov 7 To a Letter from Mr Partington				    -   -    5
    10 Do his Bill sent to Ldy Glandore  				    3 . 3 . 5
      To a Letter from Lady Glandore				    - . 2 . 8
      To Letter Do.							      - . 1 ‘ 4
      To a Letter from Mr Lackington				     - . - . 5
    12 Do.							        - . - . 5
    20 Do.							        - . - . 5
Dec 7  To two Do. At Sundry times				     - . - .10
Mar 12 To a Letter from Lady Glandore				     - . 1 . –
    13 To a Letter from Mr Lackington				     - ‘ – ‘ 5
       To My Draft on Messrs Drummond for £26.5			   26 ‘ 5 ‘ –
       payable to the Revd Godfrey					     29 .16.  4

(228) 16 Apr   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for her annuity]	 			 

(229) 10 May   B.C. Turner to HG
"I resevd yours & have got the Paint it will be down on Tuesday next it Cost 
£7.13.0 you will be so good as to send me the money by return of Post as I was 
obliged to borrow to pay for it, you will be so good as to see what I owe you 
for Coals, Rent &c & deduct it before you settle with my wages, with me, Mr 
& Mrs Gardner desires their best respects & Mr G. hopes to have the pleasure 
of walking with us to Sadlers Wells, he wishes to speak to my Lord. I told 
him you must introduce him when you come to town he looks better than I 
have seen him for some time. poor Horton has lost his wife, & I think Spider 
will not live long. Doctor Millman & Surgeon Hawkins attends him. We are 
happy to hear Mr G & Son are well & hope you will have a safe Journey to 
London, except our good wishes for your health & happiness.”
[postscript] "We did not forget the 22d of April"

(230) Undated, but refers to the above a letter; from George Chipper ...[torn] from 
The Bell at Pi1ton near Oundle to HG
"Sr, Agreable to your request I have taken the liberty of giving you the prices 
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of the Colours that are in general made use off in London but should the 
undermention'd Prices not meet with your approbation I shall be exceeding 
happy if you will please to point out the same as I am informed that the 
prices in the Country is less than those in Town and also if you will please 
to give me a statement of the prices of your last painting I shall also abide by 
the same. For twice in Oil common Colour that is to say common white Lead 
I shall say pr Yd threepence halfpenny; For three times in Oil Fivepence For 
Flating in best Nottingham Lead Tenpence For Party Colours one shilling For 
all Mouldings I shall the girth and dimensions take as Flat work With the 
other Work for skirtings twice in Oil and Chocolate Two pence halfpenny pr 
Foot For once in Oil and Chocolate threehalfpence. In short upon a further 
interview any I have omitted stating the price Or improperly charg'd I shall 
be happy for your correction In short Sr I shall accede to your proposals as 
I am concious your proposals will not detrimental be to the tradesman or 
injurious to his Lordship the Revd. Mr. Hewitt of Pilton should you require 
any Character or reccommendation in point of honesty or workmanship will 
immediately remit you an Answer to the same I wait Your Answer.”

(231) 23 Mar   Lady Glandore to HG at Lackingtons
“Please to pay Mr Louis Barba or order at thirty one days after sight the sum 
of seventy three Pounds British & place it to the account of Diana Glandore.” 
[endorsed on back with notes & receipts from Louis Barbaz 30 April a draft from 
Messrs Drummond; also notes from Thomas Mayan, Smith Payne & Cordell]

(232) 4 Jun   HG to Lady Glandore
“When I was in London last week I took the opportunity of settling with Mr 
Lackington; and you will see by the Acct I have sent to your Ladyship that 
there is a Balance due to me of £- 13.9 ½ which with the guinea you allow 
me half Yearly makes £1,14,9 ½ which I will deduct out of your next half 
years Exchequer Annuity; there will then remain £73.5.2 ½ which as soon 
as your Michs half year becomes due I will pay to your Account with Messrs 
Drummond, and then you may draw from them for any sum you please not 
exceeding the aforesaid sum of £73.5.2 ½ but your Ladyship must send me an 
order to pay your half years Exchr Ann to Messrs Drummond as soon as it 
becomes due for the future. I have inclosed to your Ladyship a Rect for you to 
sign for your half years Ann due last Lady day which you will be so good as 
to return to me immediately and at the same time order me to pay your Exchr 
Ann for the future to Messrs Drummond, and as soon as I have paid it I will 
give your Ladyship notice.”

(233) 9 Jun   [Lady] E[lizabeth] Bateman, from London, to Mrs Gladwell
“We leave this Town next Thursday. Miss Sackville I hope is better than when 
you saw her she has been blooded twice since that time and her blood is better 
but still her pulse is much too quick, we intend being 4 days on the road not 
to hurry her. I had yesterday a Letter from Mr Herbert who expresses great 
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anxiety for Miss Sackville as well as Mrs Herbert, I enquir’d much in my 
Letter to him about his little girl and he says he has the pleasure to assure 
me that her time is by no means waisted as Mrs Herbert really pays the most 
unremitting attention to her which is of the greatest use to the child who is 
really much improved and he says from every observation it has been in his 
power to make he very much approves of her Governess, she seems a plain 
sensible woman free from every affection, remarkably good tempered and 
likely to behave much to their satisfaction. I am very glad to hear so good 
account of both Mother & Governess. I am ever Your friend E. Bateman
[Postscript] The doctor has just been here he finds Miss Sackville still with a 
great deal of fever but not more than yesterday."

(234) 20 Jun   Robert Godby from Huntingdon to HG
“I must beg leave to trouble you concerning some publick business relating 
to the repairs to a Wall belonging to the Thrapston Road at the South end of 
the Town.
I agreed with J. Freeman Stone Mason at Islip to build the Wall & he to find 
materials. I am informed the Stone he intended building with belongs to Lord 
Sackville, if there is any doubt of J. Freemans not paying for the Stone, I will 
be answerable for the money, as it is a publick business I make no doubt of 
your assistance."    [The wall presumably edged the turnpike road so within Lord 
Sackville’s interest.]   

(235) 25 Jun   HG to Godby
“I had the pleasure of yours dated the 20 Instant by yesterdays Post, Freeman 
the person you mention in your Letter spoke to me about digging Stone in the 
Pitts in Islip Field belonging to Lord Sackville for the use of the Wall that he is 
to build by your order in Thrapston. I have no objection to him digging Stone 
in those Pits providing he pays for what Stone he takes away, and making 
the Ground level after he has taken the Quantity that is wanted for the use 
of building the Wall. I am much obliged to you for your kind offer of seeing 
every expence paid for the Stone that Freeman may take away from the Pits 
belonging to Lord Sackville.”

(236) 28 Jun   Lady Glandore, from Castle Ward, to HG
“I enclose you the receipt for my last half Years Annuity & approve very 
much of your paying it in future to Messrs Drummond if any order from me 
is necessary for that purpose you will be so good as to dictate it.
I am again this year disappointed of going to England which as I long more 
than I can express to see my dear Charles is a great mortification to me. I 
hope next Spring to be more fortunate. I am at present at Castle Ward where 
I shall remain some days. Ld G and I enjoy so much the Strong beer you sent 
from Drayton which turned out most excellent that we request you will as 
soon as possible send us some more directed to the care of Mr. Charles Casey 
Merct. at Cork. I am sure my dear brother will not grudge it me, & we cannot 



132	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

compass getting it good in Kerry. Pray don't lose any time in sending it & 
remember me affectly to your wife, does she forgive your calling her the old 
woman?"

(237) 7 Jul   HG to Lord Sackville
“By this days Post I received a Letter from Lady Glandore from Castle Ward 
wherein her Ladyship says: “ Lord Glandore and I enjoyed so much the 
Strong Beer you sent us from Drayton which turned out most excellent that 
we request that you will as soon as possible send us some more. I am sure my 
Dear Brother will not grudge me.”
I did not care to take the liberty of sending any Beer from your Cellars 
without your Lordships order. You will be so good as to signify what is to be 
done and what quantity of Strong Beer you would have sent from hence, the 
quantity I sent last year by your Lordships order was one Hdd of Strong Beer 
and one HDD of small.”  

(238) 8 Jul   HG to Drummonds
[Sending receipt for his and wife's annuity] 

(239) 14 Jul   Lord Sackville, from London, to HG
“You will have sent the same quantity of Beer to Ireland as sent last time for 
Ld Glandore. If there is any Venison as yet, send some up to me immediately. 
You must direct to me at No.43 Upper Brook St. I am surprised to hear that 
Oldham has not yet sent the things to Drayton, as he promised they should 
be there the latter end of last month. Let me know as soon as the Stables are 
finished, & tell Tom Ward to let me know how my Horses are.” [For Oldham 
see Letter 244]

(240) 16 Jul   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honor to inform your Lordship that your Bucks here are in fine 
order for killing, Charles has not killed any yet but is of opinion they will not 
be better this season, if you like I should send any Venison to London, I beg to 
receive your Lordships commands. On the 7 Instant I wrote to your Lordship 
wherein I informed you Lady Glandore requested some more Strong Beer 
from Drayton; I hope your Lordship received my Letter?
I hope your six Stall Stable will be finished in a day or two, Lockington is to 
come this morning to put in the Windows and Bins which will not take long 
doing when done I shall long much for your Lordship's presence here and if 
they meet with your approbation I shall be very happy.
[Deleted] Wade's men are now at work upon the old Barn which I am 
converting into three loose Stalls which make no doubt will be finished long 
before they are wanted.”
[Charles is Charles Bird the gamekeeper at Drayton. Lockington is Arthur 
Lockington’s son, Richard. Wade is the mason.]
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(241) 21 Jul   P, from Offham, to HG
“I shall be much obliged to you to send me the Venison next Week so as 
to be here Friday seven night the 31st or if it is here Thursday it will be the 
same. You will direct in that it shall be immediately forwarded to the Lewes 
Coach as usual. I hope you are all well at Drayton. I am going this Week to 
Withyham where I expect to meet Mr Germain.”

(242) 21 Jul   HG to Lord Sackville
“As the Venison season has now come in I have done myself the honor of 
sending to your Lordship the best of the Venison that used to be given at this 
time of the year. Your Lordship will be so good as to signify to me what you 
would wish to have done. The number of Bucks that are now fit for killimg 
are about ten Brace. The Venison List if your Lordship choses to give as it 
stands will not exceed three Brace and half a Buck; then there will be six 
Brace and a half for your Lordship not wanted, but should your Lordship not 
want so many for your use, should you like that I should dispose of any?
I believe I can get seven Guineas a Brace for as many as you like I should 
dispose of.”

(243) 23 Jul   Lord Sackville from London to HG
“I have no objection to the Venison being sent as it was last year, but I wou’d 
have you send another Buck up to me, directed as before, and as soon as you 
can. I think it very possible that I may come to Drayton for a day or two soon, 
very likely in the course of next week, but I am not certain. I hope you will 
contrive to get both the Stables finished by that time. As soon as Oldham 
sends down the things, if the Chimney in the Hall is to be stopped up, send 
back all that useless Iron Work to Brodie."

(244) 26 Jul   HG to Lord Sackville
“I had the pleasure of receiving yours dated the 23 and have sent a Buck 
according to your Lordships order, which I hope will arrive safe and good. 
I would have sent it yesterday by one of the Coaches that pass through 
Hunting’n but Charles was of the opinion it would not be cool enough to pack 
up and he was doubtful whether it would arrive in London sweet. When 
Mr Oldham was here he was of the opinion that the Chimney Frame in the 
Hall that was put up by Mr Brodie had better remain as it is, as the Hall will 
look much better as it is than taking it away and stopping up the Chimney. 
Should your Lordship not approve of Mr Brodie's work remaining when 
you see it after Mr Oldham's warming stove is put up, I am of opinion Mr 
Brodie's Iron Work may at any time, with care, be taken away. It gives me 
great pleasure to hear your Lordship intends visiting Drayton some day next 
week. I hope nothing will happen to prevent you coming. I have no doubt 
but by Wednesday or Thursday next the three Stall Stable will be completely 
finished as there is but very little to do.”
[These two letters are the first indication that alterations are taking place at Drayton. 
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The first step was the introduction of a heating stove for the Hall. James Oldham 
(1750-1822) worked in association with Alexander Brodie (1733-1811.Brodie made a 
speciality of supply stoves etc. for ships and made fittings for HMS Bounty and HMS 
Victory, the latter stil intact. See subsequent letters.]                                                                                         

(245) 28 Jul   HG to P
“I had the pleasure of receiving yours dated the 21 Instant and I have this 
night sent to you a Buck which I hope will arrive safe and good at your House 
on Thursday. I sent to my Lord the list of Venison that was given from his 
Lordships Park last year, and he gave me orders to send it as usual. I shall be 
glad to know if you would like that I should seend half a Buck to Dr Smith, if 
you approve of it, I shall be obliged to you to let me know when and where I 
shall send it to him. I shall immediately send to Lord Loughborough to know 
when his Lordship will like to have his sent.”

(246) 31 Jul   P from Offham to HG
“I last night received a very fresh and fine Buck for which I am much obliged 
to Ld Sackville, and return my thanks for your care and punctuality in 
sending it me. If Ld Sackville gave orders to send Venison the same as last 
year, he must mean Dr Smith should have some. I think therefore you cannot 
do wrong in sending him a Haunch and direct it to Deans Yard Westminster 
and his Servants will forward it to him. If it is not too much trouble you 
may write him a line (directed to the Revd Dr Smith at Dry Drayton near 
Cambridge) & tell him you will send him either a Haunch or half a Buck (as 
you please) to his house in Deans Yard. I think when I told Ld Sackville there 
was no necessity to send Venison to Dr Smith, his Lordship rather seemed 
inclined to send it, & spoke handsomely of him; however should his Lordship 
think differently it may be omitted another year. I am glad you will send to 
Ld Loughborough. I own I wish Venison may be sent to him & so took the 
liberty to say to Ld Sackville.
I have been much indisposed, as you may imagine, when I tell you I had to 
recourse to a Physician – Dr Warren prescribed for me, and I thank God has 
removed my complaint & I am very well.”

(247) 6 Aug   Dr. Smith, from Dry Drayton [Cambs] to HG
“I am obliged to you for acquainting me with Ld Sackville’s order of half a 
buck from his Park at Drayton, and beg the favour of you to send it by the 
Coach which passes from Thrapston to Cambridge. If it can arrive here in 
time for me to dress the haunch on Wednesday next. I expect company on 
that day who will be glad to drink a glass of thanks to Ld Sackville upon such 
occasion: if it will be inconvenient to send it so early, any other time, which 
will suit you, will be agreeable to me. I wish also to know if any fees are to be 
paid and in what manner I can best pay them and also where I may direct a 
letter to Ld Sackville and thank him for his kindness.”
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(248) 10 Aug   James Oldham, Patent Stove Warehouse, Holborn to HG                                        
“James Oldham presents respects to Mr Gladwell and acquaints him the order 
his Lordship was pleas’d to favour him with is now completely finished, as 
the Waggon last week could only take a very small part, O submits it to Mr.G 
weather the Waggoner had not better send an extra Waggon, the Book-keeper 
thinks so & has wrote about it O will be glad of a line to informe when all is 
got down. Mr. G. may depend upon haveing two of Our best Workmen to fix 
the Bricks, Morter & Assistance Mr. G. will have ready.”                                                                            

(249) 10 Aug   [Lady] E[lizabeth] Bateman [postmark Leominster, so from Shobdon] 
to Mrs Gladwell
"I read Miss Sackville your Letter with the advice you gave but she did not 
chose to alter the method she was in, she left off the Seltzer water as thinking 
it too heating and has for some time lived on drinking runnet whey, Asses 
milk and a little Cows milk, she eats nothing but fruit, with taking some 
mixture of Sandanam to stop the Cough, which is indeed very troublesome, 
and her pulse still continues so high as to be very alarming. I would have 
wrote sooner had I had any good news to send, however I thought you would 
wish to hear something about her, she bears her tedious illness with patience 
beyond description, and however it pleases God it should end, I have no 
doubt of her meeting with the reward her innocence and goodness, she grows 
very weak, though able to walk cross her room without help and goes out in 
a one horse chair bed by her Servant upon the grass. We have had but little 
Summer and very few days that she could be moved on the water which was 
recommended to her, she hears often from Mrs Herbert who is at Muckross 
and Lady Glandore is at Dublin. I am sorry to put you to the expense of this 
letter without a frank but I cannot get one here.”

(250) 19 Aug   HG to Oldham
"Mr Wright the Thrapston carrier inform'd me yesterday that he had brought 
to Drayton all the Iron work that was sent from you to their Ware House in 
London for Lord Sackville, but I suppose all is not come that you intend to 
send. There are six Register Grates and one Vase Stove which by the size you 
intend for the Lobby, but I see no large Stove for the great Hall. I only think 
you have sent part of it and that you intend to send the remainder by the next 
Waggon that comes here. There are a great many Funnels, Fenders and other 
pieces of Iron work come what they are I am not able to say; but the Waggoner 
assures me every thing is delivered that was sent by you to their Ware House 
in London. Lord Sackville is here and desires that you will loose no time in 
sending down the Great Stove and make to put the work up that is already 
here."

(251) 20 Aug   W[illia]m Yorke, from Thrapston, to HG                                                                
“I was sorry it was not in my Power, from the complaint in my Bowels, paying 
my Compliments in Person to Lord Sackville. I assure you I am far from being 
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well now. My Wife and self set out this day for to get some sea Bathing and 
hope that will perfectly reinstate me, for it is astonishing the weakness it has 
left behind.
Mr. Scriven took away the Award with him. If you remember I told you 
sometime ago the Herbage of the lands belonging to Lord Sackville as Lord 
of the Manor.
Mr Partington when I saw him last that it would be right to keep the Counts 
again this Year, at my return will do myself the Pleasure to wait on you, on 
the subject and appoint the Day.”
[“The Award” refers to the Inclosure Act for Islip open fields 1800.]

(252) 22 Aug   Lady Glandore, from Dublin, to HG
"I believe you are dead & gone, for not a word can I get from you, but I 
suppose you have received my receipts & will also send us the beer at your 
own good time & pleasure, Tomorrow we set off for Kerry & as it is more 
convenient to get money on draught here than there, I have drawn one on Mr 
Drummond for my Septr half Year payable any time after the 20th of October 
next. I have drawn it for 73 Pds but am not sure whether I am right as I have 
according to custom lost your last Letter. I hope I have not over drawn but 
if I have, as it cannot be more than 1 pd you will be so good as to make it 
up. Yesterday Ld, Glandore was sworn into his new Office, an Office he has 
reason to be vain of, as he owes it entirely to his own abilities, never having 
met with any assistance from my family or his own. I believe besides its being 
a very honourable Office it will be worth about fifteen Hundred a Year which 
is no small addition to our income, pray tell this to your wife as I am sure 
it will give her pleasure for my sake. I am very uneasy about Car as all the 
accounts I receive from her seem to be very bad. I earnestly wish she would 
go abroad, a warm climate being the best remedy for Lungs. Let me know 
whether I have done right in drawing the draught on Drummond."
[Lord Glandore had been appointed Joint Master of the Rolls]

(253) 23 Aug   HG to Lord Sackville
"I want words to apologise to your Lordship for my absence when you last 
left Drayton, indeed I felt myself much disappointed and trust to find your 
Lordship as I understood you did not go before eleven o’clock. I have not 
forgiven myself from that unlucky hour to this, but I flatter myself that I have 
not incurred your Lordships displeasure at my seeming neglect.
I am very sorry to inform you that the young man that you left here in the 
Stables and little Mark have got the small Pox. The man is likely to have them 
very full but Mark does not appear to be so bad at present. Mr Mansfield 
attends them & they are likely to do well. Mr Oldham's man have finished the 
Stove in the great Hall and in the Lobby and I have the pleasure to add I am 
in hopes that they will answer every purpose you intend them for, as soon as 
they are finished we made fires in them both. The one in the Hall performed 
extraordinary well and cast a very fine heat all over the Room, and I have not 
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the least doubt but it will be as hot as you can wish it in the Winter. The Vase 
in the Lobby not only warmed that part of the House sufficiently but likewise 
warm’d the Water Closet very much. Oldham's men are now putting up the 
Stove in the Dineing Room and the Smoak Jack and Grate in the Kitchen. The 
foreman says they shall finish about this day senight, one of the ovens goes to 
London to night, by whom I send this letter to your Lordship.
Mr Lockington & men are now at work in the New Room and as soon as it 
is ready for measuring I will send you the measurements for the Paper & 
Carpet. I have wrote today to Mr Weatherall to send me the measurements of 
your Great Glass. Crisp is going on very fast with the Doors &c and Abbut has 
began whitewashing & repairing the Servants Room. I have got some Grates 
for the Vale de Cham Rooms and other Rooms where they are wanting. I have 
the pleasure to inform your Lordship your Horses are very well."
[This letter shows that the alterations were of some consequence (see Introduction).]

(254) 24 Aug   M. Vernon, London, to HG
“Lord Loughborough has Ordered Me to Acquaint you that whichever is 
convenient to you to Send the Half Buck Lord Sackville has been pleased to 
Direct for his Use, it is to be Directed to Bedford Square.”

(255) 26 Aug   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
"You need not have made any apology for being absent when I left Drayton, 
as I had nothing more to say to you than I had before said in the morning. 
You must have an exact plan of the new Room drawn, that they may be able 
to be exact about the Carpet. I forget how I settled the fire place should be 
done; whether I was to chuse any marble or not, if I am, you must send me 
up the dimensions. Have the hearths in the following rooms measured that 
I may get Rugs made for them. The Drawing Room, the Dining Parlour the 
Breakfast Room, the new room, the two dressing Rooms on the middle floor, 
and the two near your Room. Mr Sackville is gone out of Town, so there will 
be no occasion to send him Venison."

(256) 30 Aug   R[ober]t Stanley, Boughton, to HG
"I take the liberty of sending you the Keys of Boughton Park & Vistas, least 
those I sent to Drayton some years ago should not have fallen into your 
hands"
[Stanley was the agent at Boughton so as neighbours they would have been able to 
take visitors to see the gardens at Boughton.]

(257) 31 Aug   HG to Lady Glandore
“I had the honor of receiving your Ladyships Letter from Dublin dated the 22d 
of this Instant and I hope you and Lord Glandore are arrived safe at Ardfert. 
Mrs Gladwell & I most sincerely congratulate his Lordship as well as you, on 
his Majesty’s approbation of Lord Glandores conduct in the Irish House of 
Lords which every honest man and well wisher to his Country, must do the 
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same. May his Lordship and you live long and enjoy the emoluments of his 
Office, our very sincere wishes. As soon as your next half Years Exchequer 
Annuity becomes due I will pay the Balance to Messrs Drummond, that is the 
Balance of your half years account £73.1.6. which you may draw for and order 
them to place it to your Acc,
Your Ladyship will be pleased to write your name at the bottom of your 
Draught D. Glandore and I have sent your name to Messrs Drummond signed 
so.
I make no doubt but you will find a Hdd of Strong Beer and a HDD of Small 
at Ardfert when you arrive there as they have been sent from hence near two 
Months, and consigned to the care of Mr Charles Casey Mert at Cork.
I am very sorry I am not able to send you a favourable account of Miss 
Sackville’s health. I have the pleasure to inform you that the last time I heard 
from my Lord he was very well in Town. Mr Germain left Drayton this 
Morning in perfect good health. I have inclosed a receipt for your Ladyship 
to sign which you will be so good to do after Michaelmas and return it to me 
the first opportunity.”

(258) 3 Sept   Thomas Allen, from Shobdon, to HG
"it is with the greatest concern, that I acquaint you, by the desire of Lord and 
Lady Bateman, of the loss that they have had at Shobdon. Miss Sackville died 
upon Tuesday morning last, after a lingering illness, which I suppose no one 
ever bore with greater patience and resignation, it will be unnecessary for me 
to tell you the pain it has given them, as you may conceive it, better than I can 
describe it, for they loved her as a favourite daughter, indeed I may add with 
truth, that no person of her age was ever more deservedly lamented in this 
neighbourhood. Lady Bateman desires you will be so good as to inform Mrs. 
Gladwell and Mrs. Thomas of this misfortune.”
[The sad death of Lord George’s youngest daughter, Caroline, just aged twenty-four.]
  
(259) 4 Sept   W[illiam] Pope to HG
"Friend I am sorry to aquint you of the MolenColly News of the Death of 
Miss Sackville Who Died on tusday Lord and My Ld has a quinted Me this 
Moment to Send to you to Put your Self in Mourning and Mr & Mrs Thomas 
and the Maide and I Shall Send Cloth Down for the Grooms respacking the 
Other I Shall Leave to you in Short My Ld Means all his Yearly Servants and 
Likewise My Ld Says that he Will come to Drayton on that A Count you May 
Exspack him Every Day.”

(260) 7 Sept   W[illiam] Pope to HG
"My Lord desird me to Write aGain To Say that Mr & Mrs Rigby and Mr a 
burthnot and Miss Rigby Will be Down on tusday knight and you Must Order 
Som Super Sup in Pertickler My Ld Will ly in the bird Room Mr a burthnot 
in the Norfolk Room his Man in the room Near it Mr & Mrs Rigby in My Old 
Lds a Part Ment Miss Rigby in Mr Germaine Room if Not their if he his their 
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She his to Ld in My Lds room the Maid Will Ld With her My Ld Will Led in 
the Drawing Room has he think it Most quiet and a fire in it and in the Great 
hall and Dinning room and in all the bed rooms, Mr Rigby his a Shuter"
My Ld desires you will Prepare for is Coach Horses has he says he will keep 
him at Drayton has he keeps them himself and My Ld says he will have a fire 
in the Breakfast Room at Coming in Mrs Rigby other and Maid to Lye in the 
Room under your Setting Room.
[Francis Hale Rigby of Mistley Hall, Essex, and Charles Arbuthnot (already referred 
to)]

(261) 30 Sept   Lady Glandore Receipt for annuity £75 as before

(262) 26 Oct   Messrs Drummond, Charing Cross, to HG
“Messrs Drummond having paid a draft of Lady Glandore’s agreeable to 
Mr Gladwells desire, inclosed they return here, her Ladyships Bill, upon her 
which be sent for their Government.”

(263) 1 Nov   Lady Glandore, from Ardfert, to HG
"I am sorry to tell that that we have heard nothing of the beer you was good 
enough to send us. I must therefore beg you will enquire on board which ship 
it was put & let me know immediately its name & that of the Captain, that 
we may know where to apply for intelligence of the Vessel. If Charles is at 
Drayton tell him that I am much hurt at his not having wrote to me for some 
months. He never was so unkind before. Mrs Herbert's little boy Henry he 
was burnt almost to death, but thank God after being in the greatest danger 
he has recovered.”

(264) 30 Nov   E[lizabeth] Bateman, from Shobden, to Mrs Gladwell
"I was sorry to hear very lately from Mr Hanbury that Lord Sackville is but 
very indifferent and his Spirits still much afflicted by our common loss. I 
shall therefore be obliged to you for informing me how he does. I was at Bath 
all the last month and at my return found a Letter from Mr Herbert with an 
account of a most dreadful accident happened to his eldest Son, who by some 
means, two days before Mr Herbert wrote to me, got his Clothes on fire and 
was almost burnt to death before any assistance came to his relief, his nurse 
in trying to extinguish it was so burnt as not to be able to attend upon him, 
therefore Mrs Herbert was obliged to sit up with him to endeavour if possible 
to keep him quiet, but his Fever was high and he lay dangerously ill, I should 
much doubt his recovery, particularly as I do not believe there is in that part 
of Ireland any good medical assistance. Mr Sackville who I saw at Bath told 
me he intended going to Drayton, has he been there? and where is Mr George 
Germain. Lord Bateman wrote to him, when he did to his Brother, but never 
has heard from him since. I was very much pleased that Lord Sackville took 
into his Service George Bateman, as there never was a better Servant, nor one 
more attentive to his poor mistress, and he was particularly desirous of living 
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with Lord Sackville. Lord Bateman has sold his House in Park Lane but that 
will not prevent our going to London the latter end of April, he desires me 
to say he hopes Mr Gladwell will pay as usual the money to Mr Crofts at 
Christmas and let us know when it is paid. I suppose Mr Gladwell and you 
will be in Town in May when I shall hope to see you. How is your sister. The 
Duke of Dorset is going to be married to Miss Cope I hear he takes joy upon it 
so it must be certain."						    
[John Frederick, 3rd Duke had several affairs, not least with the ballerina Baccelli, but 
finally settled down with his marriage in January 1790 to Arabella Cope, daughter of 
Sir Charles Cope.]

(265) 30 Nov   James Oldham, London, to HG
"Agreeable to your kind orders I have forwarded 14 feet of Iron Funnell 
& a Cow, which any workman can fix, with a little of your direction. I 
trust it will ans very well. The Brown Kettle and Lamp with 4 Spouts 
is very nearly finished, and shall be sent - the first opportunity.
Should there be any Iron stays wanting for the Funnell you can get them 
made in the Country.”

(266) 13 Dec   Car[oline] Irvine, from N. Marchiston (nr Edinburgh), to Charles 
Sackville, Sir Robert Herries, Banker, St James’s Street, London.
[This letter arises from the unfortunate financial situation of Caroline, Lady Irvine, 
the widow of Sir John Irvine (or Irwin) (1728-1788). Sir John had a distinguished 
mititary career becoming Commander-in-Chief in Ireland 1775-82. He was a popular 
court figure and was a close friend of George III. He served as MP for East Grinstead 
1762-83 and thereby had the patronage of the Duke of Dorset and presumably Lord 
George Sackville. He entertained lavishly and eventuallu overstretched his finances 
and had to move to France to escape his creditors and then within a few years he settled 
in Italy in Parma, where he died in 1788. He was personally helped financially by 
George III and the King sent his widow, his third wife, Lady Caroline £500 to enable 
her to settle some debts and return to England. She however remained in pecuniary 
circumstances and the letters which follow in this sequence show her attempts to get 
relief from her distress. They reinforce the idea that Charles Sackville was a person 
who was accepted by and had influence with the Duke of Dorset. She died in August 
1805.]

“Ten thousand thanks to you for your very kind Letter, it has relieved my 
mind from a load of anxiety, for I give you my word your friendship is the 
thing I esteem most on earth. Will you not think me very inconsistent if I tell 
you that your remaining in the opinion that I could accept of a compensation 
from Lord Sackville without doing a disgraceful thing to the General’s 
Memory, has convinced me I was wrong in my miserable circumstances in 
thinking otherwise, indeed nothing but my extreme Poverty would ever 
have enduced me to have thought of making any use of the letters, and as 
that Poverty daily increases, with but distant hopes of it mending soon, as 
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I fear Lord Sydney has given me up and whenever I let my Father know 
my distresses, he avails himself of the little assistance he sends me to treat 
me with the most contemptuous cruelty and with the most unjustifiable 
[opinions] on the Memory of the poor General; I therefore have sold every 
thing I had of any value, or rather I have sent them to be sold in London, in 
hopes they may afford me fifty or sixty pounds to enable me to pay a few 
debts that my want of having ready money has obliged me to contract; my 
Father has at the entreaty of a friend consented to give me a hundred pounds 
a year, but he will not make me the first payment he says till Midsummer he 
wrote me word of this last week in a letter that your humane feelings would 
be cut to pieces to read. Indeed Sir if I had not had credit I should frequently 
within these lasr three or four Months have gone without a dinner and my 
poor Children likewise, for after I had paid Mr Irvine Three hundred pounds 
out of the five His Majesty was pleased to give me I had but two remaining 
to Pay House rent fireing food Servants Wages, and my Childrens Education, 
and in this Country every thing is as dear as in London. Bread even dearer. 
Therefore my distress obliges me to throw myself on your goodness to treat 
the matter for me with Lord Sackville. There are above a Hundred letters 
many of them of two and three sheets of Paper which if I had Published them 
I meant to have made one large Volume. (I believe the Booksellers call it large 
Octavo) and sold them at Eighteen shillings a Volume. I leave it entirely to 
you and Lord Sackville to name what I ought to receive, and I will send the 
letters to you by the first safe opportunity, if it can be transacted without my 
Father I should be glad, for he abused me so illiterally for having refused that 
I should wish him to know nothing of the matter, for my having changed my 
mind perhaps might give him fresh cause to find fault, the poor General used 
to dread my receiving a letter from my Father after we grew poor, he used to 
treat me so cruelly, but I beseech you Sir that my complaints against him may 
be a secret between you and I, you are the only Creature I ever hinted his 
unkindness to.
Amongst all my afflictions I have had one comfort which is an offer of 
marriage for Charlotte, by a Gentleman of the Navy, a son of Lady Mary 
Walters his Father is a principle Physician at Jamaica, and when he dies Mr 
Walter will have a very decent fortune and likewise a share of his Mother’s 
when anything happens to her he is the Eldest Son and allied to and protected 
by all the people of consideration in this country to whom he is related he is 
nephew to Lord Lever, and to Lord Northesk & is most respectably connected 
on his Father’s side. I told him she had no Fortune, that I was not sure I should 
be able ever to dress her as she ought to be to go into a noble family, but that 
I had a condition to make, which was that he had the full approbation of his 
family, for although she was poor, she was too well born to go into any family 
who were not willing to receive her, he agreed perfectly with me, and all his 
family present have no objection, they lament her having no fortune, but 
that is all, he is waiting for his Father’s answer from Jamaica, he is in active 
service at present, or rather employment as he is Lieuteant of the Champion 
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Frigate in this Harbour, he is much protected by Lord Rodney who if he 
had continued longer in the Command in America would have made him a 
Captain, he recommended him strongly to Admiral Pigot, but the [Fortray] 
in which he was Strung a Leak and never joined Admiral Pigot.He is very 
agreeable young man perfectly well bred and unexceptionable in his morals 
speaks all the Modern Languages as well as he does English having travelled 
a great while.
Mr Irvine & Lady Mary think me exceedingly lucky to marry her into so 
respectable a family considering she has not a shilling. He is five and twenty, 
and she is fifteen, she seems to like him very much, he is exactly the Man 
the poor General would have been delighted with. Charlotte wrote to her 
Grand father to beseech him to give her a trifle to buy her necessaries on this 
occasion but he refused her, said she was too young to be married, without 
considering if I died tomorrow she would be friendless, and destitute and 
must live upon the Charity of Judgeenducement to me to accept of your 
friendly offer, forgive me this long letter filled with my family concerns, if 
I had not the utmost confidence in your friendship I should not presume to 
trouble you with the uninteresting details of my family grievances. I cannot 
express to you what a comfort it is to me, to think my poor dear girl, who 
was her Father’s Idol, will be decently and honourably provided. Lord & lady 
Balgonie have promised to shew her every affectionate attention, and the 
House of Lever the same. I assure you she is very aimable, and I suppose one 
of the Best Gentelwoman Musicians in England, either for the Harpsichord 
or the Harp, and dances superiorly well; her premature good sense and to 
frighten her poor Father, he always said it was so extraordinary he was afraid 
she would not live. Pray remember this picture is by a very partial Hand.
Pray do you think out of respect to the poor General’s Memory the Duke of 
Dorset would have the humanity to mention the Children’s distress situation 
to the King, or give in a Petition for them? Surely 60 years service of their 
Grandfather & above 40 of their Father gives them a claim to some small 
allowance to keep them from starving. I ask nothing for myself, will you be 
kind enough to ask the duke of Dorset. May all the happiness on earth attend 
you & believe me with the utmost respect.”

1790

(267) Undated, D[iana] G[landore] to HG [Part postmark Mar 2] Although undated 
this seems to fit here since Lady Glandore refers to her “poor sister’s legacy”, i.e. the 
late Caroline.
“I must beg the favour of you not to draw for your 20 pds. till you come 
next to town as not getting any thing as yet from my poor sister’s legacy I 
have been obliged to get my half year’s Annuity from Mr Hood to whom I 
have given an order on Mr. Drummond for the amount of it. Now I should 
certainly not make this request if waiting for your 20 pds. till May could be 
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least inconvenience to you, but as I know you are as rich as a Jew I shall make 
no Apology about the matter, therefore you must needs make the best of it. 
Ld. G. is in Ireland but comes back next week. I am sorry to tell you that 
Sackville looks very ill, & what is worse, feels so. I hope he will take care of 
himself for really it is necessary. Remember me to your old woman as you call 
her. Why do you never send us any good things from Drayton?”

(268) 7 Jan   Messrs. Drummond, London, to HG
“We have received your Letter of the 5th Instant enclosing your & Mrs 
Gladwells two receipts to Mr Partington of £25 each which are placed to your 
Credit.”

(269) 28 Jan Car[oline] Irvine, from N. Marchiston, to Charles Sackville
“I cannot find words to express to you my thanks for your so kindly entering 
into all my grievances and your endeavours to procure me a compensation 
for the letters. Nothing can be much more deplorable than my present 
circumstances. I have drawn on my Father today through your Bank for 
Thirty pound which I have besought him to advance me from the fifty he 
has promised to pay me at Midsummer; but if he is in an ill humour I think 
it is possible he may refuse me, which would distress me beyond measure. 
I therefore have enclosed to you a draft for my next half years Pension due 
at Midsummer in Ireland, for five and Twenty pounds, which I beseech you 
to give me credit for, in case my Fatrher should refuse to accept my draft, 
that it may not be returned protested. The other five pounds I will repay you 
the moment I receive any money. I trust my Father’s humanity will make 
this precaution useless. If not I beg you will give me credit for the enclosed 
draft till it is due, and over and above five pounds which I will punctually 
repay. May I trust to your friendship not to let my draft be protected in case 
my Father should refuse, as it would injur my Credit here. And indeed I am 
reduced to my last Guinea, or I would not ask such a favour. I much fear Lord 
Sydney has quite forgot my poor Children’s destitute state. But I will not take 
up more of your time than to make you my Compliments on the Duke of 
Dorset’s marriage, and to assure you that I am with great truth and respect.
P.S. If my Father accepts my draft be so good as to turn mine on Ireland. My 
poor Charlotte who looks up to you as our only Friend, begs her best respects 
and the Boys likewise. Your Godson can now speak English if he pleases.”

(270) 19 Feb   Lady Glandore, from Bath, to Charles Sackville
“Mr Godfrey, the bearer of this Letter, is a Clergyman, a great friend of Ld 
Glandore’s & mine, who has been good enough, at his request, to come over 
with me from Ardfert to Bath where I have been ordered by the Phsycians for 
a violent complaint in my stomach; his daughter accompanies me, & the Earl 
obliged to attend Parliament, & of course unable to come with me, knowing 
how disagreeable it is for women to travel alone, begged her father would see 
us safe to our journies end, having done so, & never being in England before, 
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he has resolved on spending one short week in London before he returns to 
Ireland, & Ld Glandore knowing your affection for us all told me he was sure 
you would be kind enough, if I wrote you a line to that purpose, to instruct 
him in what was best worth attracting a stranger’s notice, & I am sure you 
will be the more inclined to oblige us, by shewing him any little attention, 
when I tell yiou that he is one of the worthiest Men living & that I am more 
obliged to him & his amiable daughters than I can express; he once saved 
my husband’s life by his unremitted assiduities & attention after a dreadful 
accident that happened to him many years ago, & his daughters have in 
sickness & health behaved to me with the affection of sisters. You cannot 
after this be surprised at Ld Glandore & myself wishing him to receive any 
attentions we can procure for him from any part of my family; but trusting 
to your good nature & affection I have still a greater favour to ask of you, 
to explain which I must tell you that by various unforeseen accidents his 
livings have become unproductive that I dread his being obliged to retrench 
in a manner very unsuitable to his Education, his line of life, & the way in 
which he & his Children have been ever used to live, the thoughts of which 
hurt me so much that by the Earl’s advice I wrote to the duke of Dorset (who 
has always been so good to me that I was not afraid of being troublesome) to 
entreat he would recommend him to Mr Pitt for some good Preferment, with 
the same Affectiom the Duke has ever shewn me he answered my Letter, 
granted my requestr, & promised to exert himself so much in earnest for 
my friend that he did not doubt of success. I need not tell you that I felt the 
utmost gratitude & when Lord Westmorland came over I once more wrote 
to him, requesting he would let me know the success of his kind application 
& whether it was necessary for Mr Godfrey to go to Dublin in consequence 
of it. A Man at the eve of marriage cannot be supposed to bestow a thought 
of any thing else, I was not therefore much surprised at his not finding time 
to answer my Letter, but now, the honeymoon being over, you would oblige 
me more than I can express if you would ask him what he has done & inform 
Mr Godfrey of it. After the kind & flattering manner in which he granted my 
request I cannot dread a disappointment, but it is of the utmost consequence 
to Mr Godfrey to know what hopes he may reasonably entertain before he 
returns to Ireland & your good nature, my dear Sir, will I am sure induce you 
to find this out for him. Tell the Duke how much I am obliged to him, & that I 
should have wrote to congratulate him on his Marriage but that I thought the 
number of Letters he would receive on the occasion must be a torment to him, 
& therefore I spared him mine, but assure him no one can be more sincerely 
interested in his happiness than myself. I trust you will excuse my giving you 
this trouble, & hope I shall be able to return you my thanks in person next 
spring as Ld G intends meeting me in London as soon as the Parlt breaks up. 
Both my brothers met me at Bath the day of my arrival which after so long an 
absence was a great pleasure & satisfaction.”
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[The Rev Luke Godfrey was a clergyman for whom Lady Glandore tried to help gain a 
suitable living (see Letter 283)]

(271) 26 Feb   Lady Glandore, from Bath, to Charles Sackville at Sir Robt Herries, St 
James’s Street, London.
“Many thanks My Dear Sir for your kind attention to my request in regard to 
Mr Godfrey; I shall feel horribly disappointed if the Duke has done nothing, 
as it would be too cruel to raise his hopes merely to dash them again, so if 
he has forgot the obliging promise he made me I trust he will now make me 
amends by writing to Ld Westmorland & speaking to Mr Pitt. You are very 
good in taking so much trouble, but it is no more than I expected from your 
Affection for us all. Miss Godfrey is very uneasy at her Father’s not having 
received a Letter she wrote him from hence directed as he desired & has 
requested I would enclose one for him to you which she hopes you will have 
the goodness to send him immediately & begs you will excuse her giving you 
this trouble. I hope to see you very soon.”

(272) 1 Mar   Lady Glandore, from Bath, to Charles Sackville
“You have been so very good My Dear Sir that I cannot help expressing my 
gratitude to you, as I find by a letter from Mr Godfrey that nothing ever 
equalled your kind & truly friendly affections to him, the zeal with which you 
endeavour to serve him with the Duke demands my sincerest thanks, do My 
dear Sir continue it, & above all remind him of writing to Ld Westmorland by 
him. You have no idea of the gratitude Mt Godfrey expessses to you, & as to 
his Daughter she swears she musrt kiss you when she sees you, so I give you 
this notice in time that you may prepare for a fair Lady’s salutation. I have 
sent her father the Duke’s Letter to me as it contained nothing that is signified 
except his kind promise, & I wish him to shew it to you in confidence for of 
course the Duke must not know I have done so, but by it you will be able to 
judge how far he pledged himself. You would not wonder at my zeal could 
you but know half the obligations I owe him & his amiable family. I trust we 
shall succeed, at any rate I never shall forget the goodness you have shewn.
If the Duke could be prevailed upon to speak really in earnest to Mr Pitt, 
it would be of the greatesr use, for by what Mr Godfrey relates of his 
conversation with him, he did not seem to give him much hope in regard to 
Ld Westmorland, Tell me what you think of it.”

(273) 1 Mar   Messrs. Drummond, London, to HG
“We have the pleasure to acquaint you on Wednesday last, we received of 
Mr Wm Pope £41.15 on your Account, which is placed to your Credit.”
[Acknowledgement of credit from William Pope for £41.15.0.]

(274) 7 Mar   [Lady Elizabeth] Bateman from Shobdon to Mrs. Gladwell
“Having opportunity of sending this letter by Mr Hanbury you may 
perhaps wish to hear that Mrs Herbert mentioned to me in the last letter 
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I received from her dated Feby 5th in regard to her burnt child, she says 
he was not in immediate danger but though it was near four months since 
the accident happened I can scarcely imagine any thing so dreadful as 
the wound on his arm and side, they were almost as large as at first, he is 
placed in the House of the Physician who attends him, I believe he would 
have cured him sooner. Mrs Herbert says Lady Glandore passed a few 
days with her in her way to Bath she has suffered cruelly from pains in 
her Stomach from which she gets no relief but being put in a warm Bath, 
however it is only at times she has these attacks being some days as well as 
ever, I really suppose by this account that she has the Stone like her father, I 
hear Lord Sackville and his Brother have been to visit her at Bath and wish 
to hear from you how they found her. I suppose Lord Glandore will come 
to her when the Sessions of the Irish Parliament is over and that you and 
Mr Gladwell will be in London in May, where you will find me in Argyll 
Street in a house Lord Bateman has of his own there, but for a short time we 
ever mean to be in London will do very well. I hope this warm winter has 
agreed with you.”

(275) 7 Mar   Lady Glandore from Bath to Charles Sackville, at Sir Robt. Herries, 
St James St. London
“Boiling with rage against that A.B. of Dublin I sit down My Dear Sir 
to write to you in order to vent myself. I enclose you a Letter I received 
from him, which I do think exceeds anything I have ever read, think of 
his talking of my father’s being so wonderfully obliged to him for a paltry 
living. I send you my answer under a flying seal which I beg of you to read 
& send to him for I do not know where the Beast lives. Mrs Crosbie has just 
called to take me out so I have not time to tell you again how very much I 
am obliged to you, pray send that Letter immediately as the odious wretch 
will have left town otherwise. God bless you, you are a dear good natured 
Creature.”

(276) 10 Mar   Lord Sackville to Charles Sackville, as above.
“I received a letter some time ago from my Sister Herbert desiring that 
I would stand security for an hundred Pounds for a Mr Mahony a great 
friend of the Herberts, who is going out to India, for which sum he is to 
draw upon his Brother. He has sent me down the enclosed draft desiring 
that I will enforce it, but as of course nobody will give him money for it in 
London, I take the liberty of sending it to you and begging that you will 
have the goodness to get the money for him if you can. If it is not possible, 
I must lend him the money myself and Mr Herbert will be responsible to 
me for it. I am ashamed of giving you so much trouble, but trust you will 
excuse it, as I know of no other person to whom I could have applied to on 
the occasion.”
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(277) 15 Mar   P, Brook Street, to HG
“I return your Accounts ready for Lord Sackville to allow and pass the 
same, for I find his Lordship had not passed the last half Years Account, 
whereas I think as soon as I return them to you, You should take then to his 
Lordship desiring he would pass them. I have written on this (as I had done 
in the last) the Words “Allowed this Account” under which his Lordship is 
to put his name; what I write is no more than a Certificate to his Lordship 
that the Account is right but is no discharge, that his Lordship must give 
you. As to the House Account as you see I examined it, compared it with 
the Vouchers, and case it up, but I can be no judge of it, I only recommend to 
you, as I did in my last letter, that you explain that account to his Lordship, 
particularly when there is an alteration in it, & the reason of such alteration. 
I suppose you will think it necessary to have his Lordships Allowance of 
the House Account half yearly as well as the other.”

Abstract of Mr Gladwell’s half Year’s Account to 24th March 1790

Receipts
July 	 1	 Balance of Cash Acct			   £569 . 3 . 7 ½
	 3	 Rec’d of Mr Bates for Joisting of sheep	      6 .15 .
	 12	 Recd of Mr Billing for Do.		       6 . - . 
Aug	 22	 Recd of Mr Jarvis for a Calf of 6weeks old	     2 . 5 .
Oct	 13	 Recd of Do. For a Do. 8 weeks old	      3 . - .
		  Recd of Do. For a Do. 			        4 . 10 . 
		  Recd of Do. For a Do.			        2 .  5 .
		  Recd for Poles & sold from great Spine @
		  different times				         5 . - .
1790
July	 30	 Recd of Mr Baker for Joisting 50 Sheep
		  in the Great Pasture 14 Weeks		       5 . 8 . 6
		  Balance of Rents for the half Year
		  to Lady day 1797 as per Account		  1212 . 15 . 7
							       1817 . 2 . 8 ½

Payments
		  Mrs Thomas on Account of Housekeeping    377 . – . 11 ½
		  Ale and Small Beer Cellar		       117 . 10 . 6
		  Gardens including the Gardener’s Salary	       77 . 14 . 10
		  Stables					            47 . 14 . 9
		  Park & Pastures including Keeper and
		  Gamekeeper’s Salaries			        199 . 16 . 2 ¼
		  Servants Wages				           68 . 10 . –
		  Taxes &c for the House half a year	        84 . 11 . 1 ½
		  for sundry Bills and Expences on Acct.
		  of the House that do not come under the
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		  above mentioned heads amounting to	    271 . 4 . – ½
							       1244 . 2 . 4 ¾
		  Balance carried forw.			      573. - . 3 ¾
							       1817 . 2 . 8 ½
[on reverse]

Lowick		  New Rents				    1070 . 2 . –
		  Old Do.					    771 . 8 . 6
							       298 . 13 . 6

Slipton		  New Do.				    517 . 6 . –
		  Old Do.					    290 . 5 . –
							       227 . 1 . –

Islip		  New Do.				    411 . 16 . –
		  Old Do.					    296 . 3 . 6
							       115 . 12 . 6

Sudborough	  New Do.				    292 . 3 . 6
		  Old Do.					    242 . 1 . –
							       50 . 2 . 6

Aldwinckle	 New Do.				    171 . 9 . –
		  Old Do.					    118 . 10 . –
							       52 . 19 .-

Ringstead	 New Do.				    312 . 14 . –
		  Old Do.					    190 . - . –
							       122 . 14 . –

Total increase from Mich, 1796 including
the new purchased property of Mr Barber		  876 . 2 . 6

Gross Rental to Michs. 1796				    1908 . 8 . –
Increase at Lady day 1797				     867 . 2 . 6
Gross Rental at Do.					     2775 . 10 . 6

(278) 21 Mar   Lord Sackville, from Drayton, to Charles Sackville, at Sir Robert 
Herries, St James’s Street, London.
“I return you many thanks for the trouble you gave yourself about Mr 
Mahony. I am very glad you let him have the money on my account, as he 
is, or at least his family are, great friends of Mr Herbert’s, and he would 
have been sorry had he been disappointed in getting it. Geo. Damer came 
here on Friday morning & is gone away to Town this morning. I think he 
has been more entertaining & in better Spirits than ever I saw him.”
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(279) 22 Mar   Edw[ar]d Clark, from Dover, to Charles Sackville, as before.
“With Submission I beg to make my Application to you, where I make no 
Doubt but you will Give me a Speedy Answer thereunto. I therefore Sir 
Acquaint you that I am Building a New Passage Vessell to Sail on Down 
to the Continent and she will be ready to Launch in Three Weeks in which 
Vessell His Grace the Duke of dorset is to Honor me with a Part of two 
hundred & fifty Pounds. I have sent Two Letters to His Grace informing I 
should be Glad he would Give me an Order to Draw On him for that sum, 
and Likewise for his Grace to Let me know What Name he is Pleased to 
Give the said New Vessell, But my not having no Letter from his Grace 
Respecting the same I thought I would Apply to you in that behalf, Beggen 
you will take such Method as to Inform his Grace of the Present Situation of 
our New & Beautiful Vessell. I therefore must beg Once More that you will 
Stand my Friend in Executing this my Desire, with all Speed as the Time 
Grows Short.”

(280) 23 Mar   [Lady] Car[oline] Irvine, N. Marchiston, to Charles Sackville
“I really am at a loss to find words to make my excuse for troubling you on 
all occasions but I trust in your goodness to forgive me. I took the liberty 
some time ago to beg you would ask the Duke of Dorset if he would have 
the humanity to lay the destitute state of my Children before His Majesty. 
I ask nothing for myself, I only implore His Royal Bounty for the Children 
of an old and faithfuly attached Servant, as I may boldly say Sir John Irvine 
was. I have nothing on earth to support and educate them but my Pension 
of fifty pounds a year Irish and a hundred a year my Father has been so 
kind as to say he would allow me, the first payment of which he made me 
when I drew for the thirty pounds, he added the other twenty, but told me 
by all that was Sacred I should not have another Shilling till Christmas, as 
he did not mean to pay me that till Michaelmas.
I have repeated my request to you Sir at this moment, as I understand His 
Majesty is soon to go abroad, and I should hope if my unhappy family’s 
destitute situation was laid before him he might take some pity on them 
before he went. If I die tomorrow they are left friendless and without 
a shilling, and I give you upon my word that continual afflictions and 
anxiety has so indermined my health that I am much older than I ought 
to be according to the course of years I have lived. My Father thought 
I ought to write to the duke of Dorset, but I think I know his Grace well 
enough to be persuaded that a request of this sort coming from you will 
have more weight than from me. Poor and insignificant as I am, I dare 
not suppose he would attend much to my prayer. But I am persuaded you 
would use such argument to influence his humanity for the miserable 
remains of an old friend, as would enduce him warmly to supplicate His 
Majesty’s Bounty. The very lameness of my eldest Boy ought to plead for 
us. I would be contented even if a small provision was made for My Girl 
that if anything should happen to me she might not be exposed to want. I 
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am trying to get John to India. I took the liberty to tell you some time ago 
I had had a proposal of marriage for Charlotte but my Father will not give 
his consent to her being married till she is turned of twenty, so they must 
wait, for I don’t dare offend him. In the mean time if I die how deplorable is 
her situation, unless some humane friend will try to get her a Pension, all 
my trust now is in the Duke of Dorset. I see Lord Sydney will do no more 
for me, indeed he did much more than I had any claim on him for. If I can 
get my Boy appointed to go to India, I shall be very happy. If not I know not 
what to do with him. He says he will go to Sea as a Midship, says if I can 
do nothing else for him, his lameness does preclude him that Service, but I 
should fear he would have strength to go through it, however I must trust in 
God to help him and me. If he would have got to India I was in hopes some 
time or other he might have been able to have paid his poor Father’s debts, 
and set his family in their right place in the World. Pigot is endeavouring 
to get him named as a writer and Mr Dundas has promised me his best 
recommendations if I can get him named by a Director.I fear you will not be 
able to read my Scroll as I have but one eye to see with, the other has got a 
Bile on it and is bound up. As I have not heard from you since I last had the 
honour of writing I conclude you have had no opportunity of speaking to 
Lord Sackville.”

(281) 24 Mar   Lord Sackville, from Drayton, to Charles Sackville, as before.
“I merely sit down to write you two lines in a great hurry, to acquaint you 
that my Sister Glandore arrived here quite unexpectedly last night. She was 
advised to stop drinking the Waters for a week or ten days and therefore 
thought she would take the opportunity of coming here, which though she 
has done, will not prevent her paying Drayton a second visit in the summer. 
If you happen to be at liberty any time this week to come down here you 
will be certain of finding her, & we shall all be most truly happy to see 
you.”

(282) 25 Mar   Lord Sackville, from Drayton, to Charles Sackville, as before.
“I am extremely sorry you have had so much trouble on my account, and 
I most sincerely thank you for what you have been so good to do. I must 
certainly pay the £60 but I fear that I have no money at present in Sir 
Robert’s hands, in which case, if you will have the goodness to have it paid, 
& let me know it, I will send you the money immediately. I believe my Sister 
Glandore will certainly come here before she returns to Ireland. The instant 
she fixes the time of her coming, I will let you know it, that you may make it 
convenient to meet her. I have sent you the Bill endorsed, what an unlucky 
accident for Mr Mahony.”

(283) 31 Mar   Lady Glandore, from Drayton, to Charles Sackville (as above, but 
also endorsed “Mr Arbuthnot, 15 Chas St, Grovr. Square”)
“Trusting to your friendship My Dear Sir I again put it to the proof, & 
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enclose under a flying seal a Letter to the Duke which I beg you will read, 
as you will see by it what our friend Mr Godfrey’s wishes are, & you will 
perhaps be good enough to exert all your influence with the Duke to induce 
him to comply with my request. Mr Godfrey says Mr Hobart is in fact the 
Ld. Lieut. & Ld. W is a cypher. I could not ask the Duke to write to the 
former tho’ I believe it would be the only certain method of success for he 
is the great Man by whose orders every thing is granted or refused, but 
I trust if the Duke is good enough specifically to ask for the reversion of 
Dean Stopford’s living, or any thing of equal value that may be sooner 
vacant, he cannot surely be refused, or if he would ask for any preferment 
exceeding Mr Godfrey’s present one by as much as the Deanery is worth he 
might give up his own & make the exchange, but if he cannot be brought 
plainly to specify such things nothing will be done; in your friendly hands 
therefore Mr Godfrey commits his interests & trusts you will prevail upon 
the Duke. It is impossible to tell you how much I feel obliged to you. Ld 
Glandore thinks as Ld Westmorland acknowledges that our friend was 
the first person recommended to him after his appointment that he cannot 
refuse the Duke if he can but be induced to write for any particular object. 
It would be cruel of him to refuse it after promising me to exert himself as I 
appeared so anxious about it, these you may remember are his own words 
in his letter to me on the subject. Having been desired to stop the Bath 
waters for a week I seized the opportunity of once more beholding dear 
Drayton. I wish you was here. My brother would have wrote requesting 
you to come down if I could make any stay, but that is impossible as I must 
leave him on Monday, pray write to me by the return of the post if you have 
seen the Duke, & for God’s sake send me good news. I trust we shall meet 
soon. I believe Bath is very good for the Gout, I wish you would try it.”
[The Rev Luke Godfrey eventually in 1795 was presented to the living of Middleton, 
Co. Cork, but he only enjoyed this for a few years since he died in 1799.]

(284) [April postmark]    W[ilia]m Southwell, London, to HG 
“Lady Glandore informed me she had wrote to you requesting you would 
take the trouble of drawing on some person in London for £16.16 which 
she is in my debt for some time. She has sent me a Draft on Drummond 
but he will not Accept it. I beg your Assistance in this business and your 
answer next post anything payable in two Months on London will answer 
my purpose. Please direct to Golden Cross Charing Cross.”
[William Southwell (1736-1825), Pianoforte maker, active in Dublin from 1772; 
moved to London 1808. There is an example in the Cobbe Collection at Hatchlands, 
Surrey.]

(285) [Undated but presumably April]   Lord Sackville, from Drayton, to Charles 
Sackville as before.
“I received your letter yesterday and in it the halves of the 16 Bank Notes 
for which I return you thanks. I am very sorry that it happened to be out of 
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your power to leave London during my Sister’s short stay here, she is well, 
which I am sure you will be glad to hear and in remarkable good Spirits. 
She thinks she has received great benefit from the Bath Waters, and from 
the account she gives of her ill state of health before she left Ireland, I doubt 
not but she must. Lord Glandore has promised to come over as soon as his 
business will permit him, and they have some idea of going to Spa for the 
summer months. I told my Sister how anxious you had been to see her and 
yr reason of your being unluckily prevented. Mr Rigby is going on very 
well, mends considerably every day and unless any very sudden change 
takes place, is now entirely out of danger.”

(286) 4 Apr   Messrs. Drummond, London, to HG
“We are favoured with your Letter of this date, and agreeable to your 
desire we have debited your Account with £73.15.9 & placed the same to the 
Credit of Lady Glandore and we shall advise her Ladyship of this payment. 
Have debited his account with £73.15.9 and put balance to Lady Glandore’s 
account.”

(287) 7 Apr   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for £75 annuity as before (Half year Exchequer Annuity of three hundred 
pounds a Year.)]

(288) 1 May   Tho[ma]s Baxter and R[ichar]d Walden to Lord Sackville
“For making and Levelling Forty Seven Acres and a Half of Exercising 
Ground at 3 Shills Per Acre 					      	
		        	  			   £7 . 2 . 6
Rd Walden 11 Days Work on Do.			   - 11 –
Thos Baxter 12 Days Work on Do.		  - 12 -		    1 . 3 .
								          8 . 5 . 6

May the 1st 1790 Settled this Account with
Mr Gladwell by me Rd Walden			   X
						      Pr Thos X Baxter mark

May 1		  To Elderkin 6 days work on 
		  The Exercising Ground			     - .6 . –
   2		  To Freeman Bill for Stone for Do.		   - 15 . –
							         1 . 1 . –
					     Brought forward	   8 . 5 . 6
								          9 . 6 . 6
Delivered to my Lord June
9 June My Lord paid me HG
[Endorsed on reverse] “My Lord paid me this Bill from his Private Purse.”
[This reinforces the interests Lord Sackville had with horses, which would eventually 
result in him becoming Master of the Horse for George IV.) 
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(289) 31 May   W[illiam] Callaway to HG [A difficult hand to read]
“Agreeable to your request I with pleasure inform you of my journey 
to Sussex which took place on Saturday 22d. inst. On my Arriving at 
Withyham I found Mrs. Dodson and family well on Sunday Morning I went 
up to Stone Land to see Mrs Bennet you will hardly credit to what I am 
going to form. 
I do not think I have ever seen Mrs Bennet look better and very cheerful 
under her Afflction havin lost the youse of her Eye and feet and her hands 
nearly the Same was very happy of hearing from Mr. & Mrs. Gladwell 
the Country beautiful I never saw it in greater perfection the Ducks are 
nearly all gone which I am sorry for the Water which you inspected every 
Morning continues nearly in the same Stream Mr. & Mrs. Pullen are well 
the old Gent looks very old is become quite a farmer has taken a farm near 
Crowborough he thare Slaves very hard and if the report is true with very 
little if any gain, you are Acquainted with the Soil. I went to Church ware 
Mr Bale gave us a good discourse I hope he as well as his flock will follow 
the precepts he laid down. Mrs. Bale gets [Jolly?] the Neighbours say he is 
greatly altered Since the Death of Lord Sackville & not for the better.
I was at Buckhurst Mr Hooker and family well And I believe goes on the 
Same. Mrs Garret and family the Same. I will Cross over to Ladyfield Mr 
Marshall breaks very fast and Mrs Marshall but very indifferent and has 
not been for Sum time past. Mrs Mills about Mark Days Circumference I 
saw her at a Disadvantage as she had lately taken her drops and thay had 
taken the proper Effect. Mrs John Luck Junr is not expected to survive but 
a few hours when I came away. Mrs Currey is hardly Recovered his fall is 
very lame but looks well. I think Thos Bennett looks older than is Mother, 
Sir please to Aquaint Mrs Gladwell I saw Mrs Jenner She was very ill all last 
Summer and this now very poorly. Her husband has had his old Complaint 
very bad is now Just able to go to his labours again She begs her duty to Mrs 
Gladwell has does all frends that I have Related to Mrs Gladwell &c and 
was very happy to hear me give as good Account of your health.
A bad Exadent happened at Mrs Bishops on Monday the 24 Inst a very heavy 
tempest of thunder and lightning a man that was at work in the Cellar was 
killed by it. Mrs Bishop Greatly frighted the lightning came through her 
bed linen as She and her Child was in bed drove down the Vallance of the 
bed and drove a large Linnen Chest that was of that side into the middle of 
the Room and the lightning took its course through the Kitchen after the 
Cellar ware the poor man was at work, there is now a good Turnpike from 
Florence through withyham and Hartfield which was much wanting, there 
is the appearance of plenty of Apples. The hops look very Bindly should 
it prove along Growth before will not pay the planter good hops will not 
fetch more than £4-10s [pound] at this time And they have been offered just 
10 for the Same but deferred thinking thay may get higher I will conclude 
and draw [missing] from Sussex being Arived in the Great City full of bustle 
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and Consternation as the Messenger is not yet Arived from Spain the Stock 
nearly as when you left Town they left on Saturday 74. ¼ this day Rather for 
what Reason I am not Neither do I think they can inform any Person. I hope 
you will Ecuse the length of my Scrawl, you gave me permission to write 
but I am afraid so much I will only beg leaf to had my Duty to Mrs Gladwell 
and my hbl Respects to all friends and your Exceptance of the Same.”

(290) 3 Jul   [Lord Sackville] to HG
“I should think that by this time there must be some Venison, if there is, 
send a Buck up to London as soon as you can, let me know when the Stables 
will be finished. I shall send you down 150 or £200 in a few days.”
 
(291) 5 Jul   Drummonds, London, to HG
“We are favoured with your Letter of the 28 [Allto] inclosing
£25		  in your receipt to Mr Partington
  25		  Mrs Gladwells receipt to order
  50		  which when paid, shall be placed to your Credit.”

(292) 9 Jul   [Lord Sackville] to HG
“If you think it will be advantageous to lay out £50 on Newton’s house at 
Lowick & not likely to make the expences of repairs greater in future, I can 
have no objection to your doing it. The Venison came up yesterday, & it is 
by far the finest I ever saw from Drayton or any other place. I should be 
glad to have some more sent up next week. You have had terrible weather 
for hay making, I fear it must have been got in badly. I hope the damp has 
not brought on Mrs Gladwell’s complaints again.”
[William Newton was, by this time, assisting Gladwell with management of the 
estate farms, as surviving vouchers testify.]

(293) 16 Jul   Rev. D. Smith, from Dry Drayton, to HG
“If it will not be inconvenient to you I beg the favour of you to send the 
Venison which Lord Sackville has been pleased to order for me by the 
Coach which passes through Thrapston to Cambridge directed to me at 
Dry Drayton as you did last year.”

(294) 24 Jul    HG to P
“The Deer in Drayton Park are now in fine order and I wish to receive your 
commands when I shall send you a Buck. I shall be happy to hear that you 
have received great benefit from the Country air. I some time ago sent Lord 
Sackville’s Rental to Mr Bush and at the same time my Book Acc for your 
inspection, which I hope will meet with your approbation. The expenses of 
Drayton have been very high the last half year, Lord Sackville residing here 
much with company has been the cause.”
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(295) 30 Jul   Lady Glandore, from Tunbridge Wells, to HG
“A man named Southwell to whom I owe 16 Guineas for a Harpsichord 
is come over & wishes much to be paid as he is making purchases that 
have obliged him to collect all the money due to him. I am unwilling to 
disappoint him & have therefore sent him a draught on Mr. Drummond 
payable by the 1st of Octbr. by which time my half year will be due, & I beg 
the favour of you to request Mr. Drummond to accept the bill, which I am 
sure he will do to oblige you but you must lose no time about it. Remember 
me kindly to your wife. My brother promised to send Venison constantly. 
I wish you would see that it is done. The Buck I have received very safe & 
was most excellent.”
[Endorsed] “Wrote to Messrs Drummond to pay Lady Glandores Draft to Mr 
Southwell which they did.”

(296) 2 Aug   HG to Drummonds
“Lady Glandore informed me by the last Post from Tunbridge Wells that 
she had drawn on you for sixteen Guineas payable to Mr Southwell and 
due the 1st of October next, should the Draft be brought to you for your 
acceptance will you be so good as to accept it, as I shall pay some money to 
her Ladyship’s account with you before the Draft becomes due.
I shall be much obliged to you if you will be so good as to order your 
Brother to buy me a £100 Stock in the new 4 p Cents the first opportunity 
and you will oblige.”

(297) 9 Aug   [Lord Sackville] to HG
“I enclose the other halves of the bank Notes. The direction to Mr Rigby is 
to him at Tunbridge Wells, but you had better send half a Buck to my sister 
& half to Mr Rigby, & they may both go together. Let me know if my Horses 
are come up from Grass.”

(298) 14 Aug   Lady Glandore from Tunbridge Wells to Mrs Gladwell
“I am much obliged to you for all your kind enquiries about us, & I am 
happy to inform you that my Amiable young friend is going to be greatly & 
I hope happily married to the earl of Donegall. He is an English Peer, and 
Irish earl & is immediately to be a Marquiss. His Estate is immense, his rent 
roll turns forty thousand a year, & tho’ he is neither young nor handsome 
yet he is so good natured so perfectly good humoured & adores her to such 
a degree that as I am sure she will make him an excellent wife. I trust she 
will herself be happy. As I have every reason to be persuaded you love me 
well enough to wish to be of use to me, you have it now in your power to 
oblige me very much by requesting Gladwell on this particular occasion to 
advance me fifty pds. which he will repay himself next month when my 
money becomes due. The case is this. Ld Glandore has been detained by 
his business greatly beyond the time he intended, so that the money he 
allotted for my use in his absence is gone, but he wishes me to make shift 
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I can till he comes over to supply me, which will be soon, but as there is 
nothing so shaby as leaving Bills unpaid at a water drinking place, & that 
I know how soon or how suddenly I may be forced to leave it on account 
of this Wedding, I am anxious to be able to set out at a moment’s warning, 
which I cannot do without any credit without money. I must therefore to 
your long attachment to me for the means of doing so, & as Gladwell may 
depend on my not touching my money at Michaelmas but leaving it for him 
to repay himself I am sure he will not be sorry to have this opportunity of 
obliging me & that by return of the Post he will enclose me bank notes to 
that amount. Bab. Godfrey (the new Countess elect) desires to be kindly 
remembered to you, & I beg you will always believe me, Yr Sincere Friend.”
[Arthur, 5th Earl of Donegall 1739-1799, of Fisherwick Park, Staffs. The house had 
been rebuilt 1766-74 with Capability Brown as architect. It was unfortunately 
demolished in 1816. This was his third marriage. Barbara Godfrey, was the daughter 
of the Rev. Luke Godfrey. She was painted by Romney in 1793.]

(299) 15 Aug   Partington Junior, from Offham, to HG
“The Venison arrived here yesterday and is exceedingly fine and my father 
who still continues too ill to write himself desires me to thank you for the 
care you have taken in sending it and to convey through you the Respects 
and most grateful acknowledgements to Lord Sackville.”

(300) 23 Aug   [Lord Sackville] to HG
“You may send another half Buck to my Sister at Tunbridge Wells, and 
the other half to Mr Rigby in Grosvenor Street. I thought you always sent 
Venison to Mr Sackville, but if you have not done it this year send him some 
immediately. Take great care that the Rooms for the Coaches & Grooms are 
dry.”

(301) 25 Aug   Lady Glandore from Tunbridge Wells to Mrs Gladwell
“I received your letter & Gladwell’s draught quite safe, & am much obliged 
to you both. I thank God my health is much better of late & I think these 
waters have done me much more good than the Bath ones. The Venison was 
excellent. Ld G. will be over soon, he is in great delight at Miss Godfrey’s 
match, & gave a fete at Ardfert for joy on the occasion. He brings her father 
with him to England as he naturally wishes to be the person to give his 
child away. Her Setttlements now in the lawyers hands are a thousand a 
Year Jointure, twenty thousand pds. on children, & five hundred a year 
pin money, which considering that she does not bring a shilling is very 
handsome. We are very busy buying her wedding cloathes. I thought you 
would like to know all this, as I remember of old you possess a good share 
of female curiosity. She desires to be remembered both to you & Gladwell & 
pray remember me to Molly Thomas & Betty Love if she is still with you”.
[postscript] “I am just come from Knowle where I spent some days. I like the 
Dutchess extremely. She lies in in Janry.”
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(302) 28 Aug   C[harles] Sackville, from St. James to HG
“The Venison came safe and in very good order, and I am much obliged to 
you for having thought of putting Lord Sackville in mind of it. It gives me 
real pleasure to hear both you and Mrs Gladwell are well, and I need not 
add you have my best sincerest good wishes for as long long continuance 
of health and happiness to you both. I am just come from Knowle, where 
I past a few days, and left the Duke and Dutchess perfectly well, and to 
all appearance as happy a Couple as ever existed. Lady Glandore is still at 
Tunbridge Wells, and much the better for the Waters. We both went to dine 
at Mr. Bale’s. I took a walk over Stoneland, and found it sadly neglected, but 
I hope the Duke and Dutchess will take to it, and make it as much of it as it 
deserves. Poor Dame Billing is still alive, keeps all her faculties, but is sadly 
crippled. Lady Glandore’s friend, Miss Godfrey, is going to be married 
very greatly; Lord Donegall being reckoned one of the richest Noblemen in 
the three kingdoms. I suppose the wedding will take place about the end 
of next month. Lord Glandore and the Bride’s Father are coming over on 
purpose. Adieu my dear Mr Gladwell, and wish best remembrances to Mrs 
Gladwell.”

(303) 13 Sept   [Lord Sackville} to HG
“I am very sorry to hear the Painting is not yet finished, as I thought it must 
have been done long ago. I intend being at Drayton on Thursday next to get 
a few days shooting. If Mr Lucks oats are good, you had better agree for 
them at once.”

(304) 4 Oct   Lady Glandore [from Pall Mall] to HG
“I am sure Gladwell you will be glad to hear that on Tuesday Miss Godfrey 
became a wife. Lord Donegall gave the wedding dinner at his fine house 
in St. James’s Sq. The ceremony was performed in the Evening after which 
I accompanied them to his Villa twelve Miles from Town. I returned last 
Night & we are soon to go to his magnificent place in Staffordshire which I 
am told is better worth seeing than almost any place in England. My brother 
tells me he sent 4 Hogsheads of strong beer to Ardfert some time after I left 
Drayton. Pray let me know the name of the Ship it was put on board of, as 
I have received no intelligence of its arrival. I beg you would answer this 
letter by return of the Post as I must write to Cork about it immediately. 
Remember me kindly to your wife. Ld G: thanks you for the Game.
[postscript] Direct to me in Pall Mall.”

(305) 4 Oct   Lord Glandore, from London, to HG
“If you will be so good to send us now & then, a brace or two of Partridges 
or Pheasants, or a Hare to No.55 Pall Mall, they would be very acceptable.”
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(306) 5 Oct   Drummonds to HG
“We are favoured with your Letter of the 2nd & 4th Ins enclosing a Bill on 
Croft & Co. for £100 which when paid Shall be placed to your Credit.”

(307) 12 Oct   HG to Drummonds
“I wrote to you August the 2d to desire you to be so good as to Accept a 
Draft of Lady Glandores for £16.16 payable to Mr Southwell on the 1st of 
October. You was so good as to say in your letter of 4 of September you 
would accept it, if you have paid the Draft please to Debit my Account, with 
you, with that £16.16.”

(308) 16 Oct   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity £75 as before].

(309) 25 Oct   Lady Glandore, from Pall Mall, to HG
“I enclose the receipt & in return pray send me your order for the little that 
remains due to me. I want to consult you upon the possibility of taking 
over with us to Ardfert some Northamptonshire Man or boy who you think 
understands Brewing well. I cannot drink the beer at my own house & it is 
quite a misfortune to me. We would give him whatever wages you thought 
reasonable but then he must really understand it. If you could meet with 
such a person he might fill some other department in the house as a regular 
servant & you would much oblige me by bustling yourself a little about 
it. You must be expeditious about this business as I believe we shall leave 
London in a fortnight.”

(310) Nov [no exact date]   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship that I held your half Years 
Audit to Lady day last on Friday the 12 Instant and I Recd in Cash £819.10.10 
there, two of your principal Tenants that have not paid Mr Spencer and 
Mr Saunders Tibbut which I have not the least doubt that I shall receive 
their rents before the Month is out. Mr Patrick two pounds ten shillings, & 
four pence and Mr Jack one pound that makes the whole of the Rents not 
paid £112.13.9. I make not the least doubt but they will pay me tomorrow, 
as soon as I am able to strike a Balance of your Rents I will send to your 
Lordship the Balance of the Cash that I am to give your Lordship Credit for. 
I shall pay your Servants Wages to Michaelmas, and all your Bills that are 
outstanding to this time, when done I will inform your Lordship what that 
amounts to.”

To Cash recd at the Audit held on 12 Instant by Henry Gladwell
			 
To Cash Recd	 £819 . 10 . 10
To Arrears due	 112 . 13 .  9



	 Letters	 159

Total amount of Your Lordships Great Rents	 932 .  4 .  7

Cash Rec for Cottages at the same time	 15 .  4 . 11

To Cash Recd as above on the audit day	 819 . 10 . 10

This is the Money that I am to Account to
Your Lordship for this time	 834 . 15 . 9
 
(311) 18 Nov   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I have paid the servants 
Wages and Taxes and most of the Bills and I find that I shall not have a 
Balance to go on with, therefore beg your Lordship will be so good as to 
remit me a hundred & fifty or two hundred pounds before you leave town. 
I have kept back Mr Squire’s Bill for Coals for the winter which is £122.1.2 
which I intend to pay from the rent that I have to receive, if your Lordship is 
so good as to remit me the Money that I have requested before you go into 
Leicestershire. Thos. Ward and the rest of the Grooms are just setting out to 
meet your Lordship.
Mr Lockington I think will have completed his work in the Middle floor 
the beginning of next week. Mr Stephens sent two Painters here yesterday 
to paint the Dining Room and great Hall. The men inform me it will be six 
weeks as soonest before they can compleat both Rooms, without more help 
which cannot be got here.”
[William Stephens, fl.1799-1837, an interior decorator with a sizeable business. His 
presmises ran through from Piccadilly to Jermyn St. He was in partnership with his 
brother John. He worked at Woburn and Harewood, amongst other houses. (See also 
Introduction)] 

(312) 22 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“Enclosed I send the halves of six bank Notes, the whole amounting to £100. 
I have left the other halves with George Bateman therefore acknowledge 
the receipt of these to him & he will forward the others.”

(313) Dec   [no exact date]  Lord Sackville to HG
“Of course whatever is necessary to be done for the safety of the room over 
the kitchen must be set about immediately. I understand from your last 
letter that the Door & Windows for the Hall were to have been finished 
some time ago. Do hurry them on with the painting &c &c as fast as you 
can.”
 
(314) Dec   [no exact date]  HG to Lord Sackville
“I had the honor of receiving your Lordships Letter by yesterdays Post and 
be assured no time shall be lost in forwarding the business that is going on 
at Drayton. This week I flatter myself I shall be able to clear out Lockington 
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and the stone masons from the Middle floor. I have wrote to Mr Stephens 
the beginning of last week to send the Paper Hanger as soon as he pleases 
as he may go on putting up the Canvas in all the apartments ready to 
receive the Paper. I have got the paint from London and I make no doubt 
but the painting will be completed in time. The Windows in the great Hall 
are put up and I think the door will be finished by Wednesday or Thursday 
next and I have not the least doubt but the painters from London will have 
compleated their work this or the beginning of next week. I have kept a 
fire in the Hall every day on purpose to harden the paint and take off the 
smell as soon as possible. I flatter myself that your Lordship will approve 
of everything that has been doing in your absence from Drayton. Nothing 
shall be wanting to make the House as comfortable as possible for your 
Lordship’s return here. But I am afraid you will want new curtains to the 
great Hall as I am of the opinion if you put up the old ones again they will 
not look well with the new paint; but your Lordship will be the best judge 
when you see them.
I will forward what is to be done to the Kitchen sealing as fast as possible.”

(315) Dec    [no exact date]  HG to P
“I have sent to you a Doe from Lord Sackville’s Park and by the same 
conveyance I have sent two papers of Dryed apples which I yesterday got 
from Finedon and hope that they will prove to your liking, If you should at 
any time want any more I will with the greatest of pleasure get some and 
send then to you. By the Coach that went from Thrapston last Sunday Night 
I sent Mr Bush Lord Sackville’s Rental for the half year ending at Lady day 
last and likewise the Rental for the half year ending at Michealmas 1789 
with my account Book and Vouchers.”
[For “Dryed apples, see Letter 321 below.]

(316) 11 Dec   HG to P
“I have the pleasure to inform you that I this day received from Mr 
Beeby1044 from the Commissioners of the Harborough Road to Michaelmas 
1783 two thirds of the above sum belongs to the Duke of St Albans and one 
third to Lord Sackville. Will you have me pay the Duke of St Albans money 
to Messrs Drummond as I did before? In your Letter to me dated Jany the 
1st 1790 you ordered me to give Mr Wallis a Receipt for £62.12.6 being half a 
Years Interest due at Michaelmas 1782 to the Trustees of the late Lord Vere 
and the right Honoble Lord Viscount Sackville. If there was no more than 
1044 Stock this £62.12.6 must have been the half Years to Michaelmas 82. I 
beg to know if I am right as I have entered Lord Sackvilles in my Accounts 
one third £20.17.6 as only one half year to 1782. The Money that I Recd 
today I shall enter on the back of the next Rental to last Michaelmas. I have 
the pleasure to acquaint you that I have held Lord Sackville’s last Lady 
day Audit and the Tenants have all of them paid their rents to that time 
excepting one of the Tenants in the small Houses at Slipton at £2 pr Ann. 
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The great Rental is £923.7.2 compleat and the Cottage Rental is 16.4.11 one 
shilling lost by Mary Jarvis, I intend to send the Rentals and my Accounts 
to Mr Bush next week for him to lay them before you for your inspection. 
It made me very happy to hear when I was in Town last that you was much 
better than you had been for some time, and I hope to have the happiness 
to hear that you still continue getting the better of your complaint. I shall be 
glad to know if you would like I shall send you a Doe from Lord Sackville’s 
Park, if the weather continues as it is they will soon be out of season.”

(317) 17 Dec   Lord Sackville, from London, to HG
“I wish you would send me up one of the Agreements as they are now 
intended to be drawn up by Mr York. Pray send them as soon as you can. If 
any letters come for me to Drayton, send them to me by return to London.”

(318) 19 Dec   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship that the Painters from 
London completed their work in the great Hall on Thursday last and set 
out for Town the same night. They have done their work very well and 
the Hall looks extremely neat. The Rooms in the Middle floor I hope will 
be finished very soon. The two further Rooms are canvass’d and the first 
Paper is put up. The man has canvass’d the passage and the painters are 
laying on the second coat of paint on the new work. Lockington is at work 
at the alterations that are to be made to the staircase leading to the Room 
next to the Library. I have the pleasure to add that the Alterations that 
your Lordship has ordered to be made will make those appartments very 
compleat and look exceedingly neat when finished. I have paid all your 
Lordships Bills that were outstanding here excepting the Carriers which 
did not come in time; and have a Balance in my hands to your Lordship of 
£62.6.4 ¼.”

(319) 19 Dec   HG to Lady Glandore
“Since I had the honor of writing to your Ladyship last I have seen a man 
that I think will do for Lord Glandore. He is son to the person that has 
Brewed at Drayton for many years. He has been brought up to the farming 
Business; possibly may be of some use to Lord Glandorer in that line as well 
as Brewing. His Father informs me that he has not the least doubt that he 
understands Brewing nearly as well as he does, I am informed that he is a 
very honest sober young man and has lived ten years in one place in the 
farming Business. If Lord Glandore is still in England and takes to see the 
man, I will send him to him at any time his Lordship pleases.”

(320) 22 Dec   Partington Junior, from Offham, to HG
My Father is not quite so well as he has been for some time past, and unable 
to write to you himself to desire you will give his thanks to Lord Sackville 
for the Doe, is obliged to you for sending it and the Apples which Mr Bush 
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will pay you for the first time you come to town, and he desires you will not 
forget to ask him.
Proper care should be taken of the Accounts, which shall be examined and 
returned you.”

(321) 26 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“Mr Arbuthnot wishes to have a Doe sent to London & a hare or two 
directed to Mrs Maurillon Privy Garden, Let me know how Thomas is 
going on, and what Dr Kerr said of him when he saw him. I wish to have 
some Finedon Apples a large Box of them sent to my house order them 
immediately & have them sent as soon as they are ready.”
[Dr William Kerr (1738-1824) an eminent surgeon who served at the Battle of 
Minden in 1759 and came to Northampton in 1763 where he was instrumental in 
setting up the Northampton Infirmary and the founding of the hospital buildings in 
Billing Road in 1793.  Finedon Dried Apples refers to a long lost cottage industry. 
They were dried by an oven process and William Butlin, the Finedon baker (1793/4-
1861) was the main supplier. The industry was at its height in the first two decades 
of the 19th century and there are advertisements by Butlin in the Northampton 
Mercury for 1808 and 18332.] 

(322) 27 Dec   HG to Lord Sackville
“I had the honor of receiving your Lordships Letter today and the moment 
I received it I sent immediately to Finedon and got twelve pounds of dry’d 
Apples. I will take care to send a Doe and a brace of Hares according to 
your Lordships orders by the Thrapston Coach that goes from thence on 
Thursday night and will be at the George and Blue Barn on Friday between 
one and two o’Clock.
I have the pleasure of informing your Lordship that Mr Thomas is much 
better and has been down twice. Dr Kerr says had not the eruptions come 
out the disorder must have killed him. He ordered him the warm Bath 
which he has found great benefit from. All the Rooms and passage have got 
the first paper put on and the first Room is nearly completed with the last 
paper. The paper man thinks he shall have completed his work in a week or 
ten days.”

(323) 28 Dec   HG to Drummonds
“As soon as you conveniently can after the Receipt of my Letter you will 
pay to Messrs Croft & Co. the sum of £297.14.7 ½ and order this to be placed 
to the Credit of Lord Bateman. And at the same time please to pay to Messrs 
Croft & Co the sum of £225 and order this to be placed to the Credit of Lady 
Bateman. Please to pay to the Acct of Thomas W. Partington Esqr £447.14.7 

2	 See also Elizabeth Taylor, The Walled Gardens of Northamptonshire: Finedon Hall 
and Vicarage, Northamptonshire Gardens Trust, 2021, p.34, where the process is 
described.
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½ and place the sum to my Debit. When done be so good as to send me the 
Balance of my Account and you will oblige.”

(324) 29 Dec   Drummonds to HG
“We are favoured with your Letter of the 28th Ins and agreeable to your 
directions we have paid to Messrs Croft & Co £297.14.7 on Account of 
Lord Bateman, & £225 on Account of Lady Bateman, and we have likewise 
debited your Account with £447.14.7 & placed the Same to the Credit of 
Thos. W. Partington Esq.
There now remains a balance of £83.12.6 due to you on your account.”

1791

(325) 6 Jan   Drummonds to HG
“We are favoured with your Letter of the 4 Ins enclosing £50 in two Receipts 
to Mr Partington which when paid, shall be placed to your Credit.”

(326) 20 Feb   Lady Glandore to HG
“I have been obliged to anticipate the money I am to receive from you next 
Month & must therefore request you would pay it into Mr Sackville’s hands 
instead of Mr Drummond’s as he has advanced it to me on my note payable 
the 25th of March. I have drawn it for 75 Pds. & will account with you the 
deductions from it when you come to Town when I will faithfully pay 
you whatever is owing out of it, but you must give the entire sum to Mr. 
Sackville. George is a great deal better to day & I hope will soon be well. 
How do you like the table of my own painting I sent to Drayton? I cannot as 
yet give you any answer as to the Brewer & Farmer you was good enough 
to look out for us as Ld. G: is still in Ireland but as soon as he comes back I 
will let you know his decision.”

(327) 26 Feb   HG to Lady Glandore
“I had the honor of receiving your Ladyships Letter dated the 21 Instant 
and you may be assured that I will take care that Mr Sackville shall be paid 
the £75 that you draugh’d on me for payable the 25 of March. I will send 
an order to Messrs Drummond to pay the Money as soon as Mr Sackville 
presents your Draught on me for payment. I am happy to hear that Mr 
Germain is better and likely to be well soon.
I admire the Table your Ladyship sent to Drayton very much. I think that it 
is the most Beautiful Table I ever saw. I have the pleasure to inform you that 
Mrs Thomas is much better.”
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Henry Gladwell acct to the Rt Honorable the Countess of Glandore

1791 	 To a Balance due to the Countess of Glandore		  £7 – 2
	 In my last account
Apr 18 To a half year Exchequer Annuity				   75 - -
								        82 – 2
	 To Balance due to HG					     1.1.2
								        83.1.4
1790
Oct 30	 To my Draught on Messrs Drummond to			   7 - -
		  pay the Countess of Glandore

1791		
Mar 28	 To the Countess of Glandores Draught on me
		  for £75 payable to Charles Sackville Esqr		  75 - -
		  To my half Years Allowance			   1 1 –
		  To a Stamp					      - - 4
								        83.1.4

(328) 6 Mar   HG to Mr Sackville [i.e. Charles]
“I have received the Box that you mentioned in your Letter, containing ten 
Vols of Bonnets Works, four of Blackeston, and two large Folios of Lord 
Straffords Letters belonging to my Lord, and I will take great care to put 
them in their places in the Library. Lady Glandore inform’d me some time 
ago that she had drawn on me for £75 payable to you the 25 Instant & I 
have wrote to Messrs. Drummonds to Pay you that sum as soon as the Note 
becomes due. 
I most ardently wish that your journey to Bath may have the desired effect 
and restore you to health so as to enable you to visit Drayton before my 
Lord leaves it; it will make Mrs Gladwell and my self extremely happy to 
have the honour of seeing you here. I beg leave to remain with the greatest 
respect.”

[Thomas Walley Partington died on 8 March 1791, but the business 
continued with Edward Boodle.]

(329) 11 Mar   Samuel Coles, from Buckingham, to HG
“Respected Friend, I hope thou will excuse me for taking the liberty of 
Writing to thee upon a Subject which Originated as follows.
Thomas Meads our Steward came to my House and desired to see my Lease, 
which was shewn him and he inform’d me that he had received Orders 
to send a particular account of all the Estate both Land and Buildings, 
which he never had requested before, which led us rather to think that 
our Landlords may have in view to make a Transfer of the Estate; And if 
that should be the Case I should take it a very great Favour done to let me 
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have the refuse of Byeing the Mill as we are now settled in it, if thou canst 
do any thing for us in the Premises we shall esteem it a great Favour, and 
Acknowledge ourselves under great Obligations.”

(330) 3 Apr   S.R. Mansfield to “Lord Viscount Sackville”
[A very long bill for vetinerary medicines from Jan 1789 to Dec 1790:  £22.1.6; with 
his receipt dated 4th April 1791.]

(331) 21 May   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity as before.]

(332) [Undated but with indistinct postmark 22 of … 91 and endorsed: London 
Friday [Lord] Sackville to HG.  [The reference to lack of rain suggests the summer 
of 1791]
“As soon as you are able to get the Bills in, I wish you would send up an 
account of every thing I owe at Drayton, and what sum of money will be 
necessary for me to send down to you to discharge them; and likewise 
when the rents are all paid, and that you have made up your accounts, I 
should be glad if you would let me know what money you have remaining 
to go on with. As soon as you write me an account of what I owe, I will send 
you the money down in Bank Notes by the Post. Let me know if there has 
been rain.”

(333) 22 Aug   H. Rigby, Grosvenor Street, to HG
“I have received the Venison safe and perfectly good, but shall not trouble 
you to send any more at present. I hope the Pointer I sent Lord Sackville’s 
Groom Boy got safe to Drayton, which if well work’d & broke to Hare will 
be a very good Dog. I am sorry to say I lost a [Mack litter] while I was in 
London. Mrs & Miss Rigby are quite well.”

(334) 11 Nov   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity as before £75.]

(335) 22 Nov   Lord Glandore, from St. James’s Street to HG
“I thank you for the Venison, but you forgot to send me the shoulder, which 
I told you, I liked the best of any part of the Doe. I know it is the Killers 
perquisite, & when next you send any, be so good to buy it from him, & 
place it to Lady G’s account.”

1792

(336) [Undated but pre-13 Jan, see next letter of that date.] J. Woods from the Cross 
Key Inn, Cross Key Wash near Wisbech, to HG.
“I arrived here yesterday afternoon, and went into the sea water at High 
Water in the evening; there being no Conveyance neither at Thrapston 
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nor Oundle we were obliged to walk to Kates Cabin, where we Slept next 
morning hired a Horse and light cart to take us to Wisbech, the most 
difficult and expensive road I ever travelled; for 16 miles there is room for 
one carriage only, on one side several yards below the road is the Navigable 
River, on the other side a very deep Declivity, so that if a Horse starts but 
three feet out of the road you are sure to be precipitated either into the river 
or down the Hill, and yet on this wretched road the Turnpikes are a Shilling 
each, so that what with Horse hire and keep, necessary refreshments and 
paying Turnpikes, it cost me £1’1s’6d a distance of only 26 miles – on my 
arrival at Wisbech I had nine miles further to walk to this place which I 
find exceedingly comfortable, the people Hospitable and Humane, they 
frequently have visitors in the same calamitous circumstances and their 
advice I find of Infinite service to me, the weather is excessively Severe and 
the Water so frozen that we are obliged to take a Fork to break the Ice and 
push it away in order to get in, at the same time it is intensely Cold that it 
is impossible to bathe longer than two Minutes at a time; I purpose (please 
God) to return to Peterborough on Wednesday next, in order to take the 
Coach to Thrapston, for if the Water is to take any effect it must take place 
by that time, as I shall Bathe twice a day – this is a very pleasant place, 
and was I here on any other business would be perfectly agreeable, but 
the thought of what may happen embitters every enjoyment, and gives 
an immediate check to every pleasant sensation. My best respects to Mrs. 
Gladwell, Mr & Mrs Thomas & all my fellow servants.
PS. It will be absolutely necessary to tye up the Tarrier Bitch belonging to 
the Grooms, she was with the dog the night I was bit, and consequently 
bit too – the Accounts here of the number of Bullocks, sheep, Hogs &c that 
have went mad this Winter in this Country is really astonishing.”

(337) 13 Jan   HG to [J. Woods]
“I was much concerned to hear that you was disappointed about the 
Coach at Thrapston, and am sorry that you left the place on foot which 
you should not have done by any means. Had I known as I am confident 
from the goodness of my Lords Heart that he would not spare expense to 
alleviate your distress of mind. I hope on God that steps that have been 
taken will have the desired effect and prevent every bad consequence. I 
likewise hope from your good sense you will keep your wind as calm and 
composed as possible as that will be a great means of preventing the bite 
of the Dog taking effect. As soon as you have done bathing take a Chaise 
and return here as my Lord is desirous of you and John going to Dr. Kerr 
at Northampton to be under his immediate inspection for some time. His 
Lordship desires that neither Money or trouble may be spared to procure 
you and John every possible Comfort. For fear you should be in want of 
Money I have sent you five Guineas by George Bateman.”
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(338) [Undated but almost certainly the same day.] HG to Lord Sackville.
“I had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s letter Yesterday. And 
this Morning I sent George Bateman with a letter to Woods to desire 
that he would return here as soon as possible after he had done Bathing. 
Your Lordship was desirous that he and John Meadows should go to 
Northampton to be under the immediate inspection of Dr. Kerr. For fear 
that he should want money I sent five Guineas by George. By the post today 
I received a Letter from Woods, he writes in very good spirits and that 
he Bathes twice a day and that he intends to leave the Bathing place on 
Wednesday next if he does he will be here either that day or on Thursday, 
and if he is willing I will send him immediately to Dr. Kerr. I don’t find that 
there were Dogs that run about here near the Spaniel that was mad, but 
a little white Tarrier belonging to the Grooms, Woods mentioned it in his 
letter to me. The Bitch has been confined ever since the accident. She is now 
in one of the litter Rooms near the Hay loft where she shall be closely kept 
to see if she goes mad. I have made enquiries and cannot learn that there 
have been any mad Dogs seen at Lowick or anywhere near here no strange 
Dogs have at any time been seen at Drayton.”
[John Wood was not to survive the accident and the Lowick Parish Register in 1792 
records:
“John Wood (Game-Keeper to Lord Vscount Sackville) was bit by a mad Dog in 
the Kennels at Drayton on Monday the 9th Jan. upon the upper Lip; the wound 
as soon as possible was cauterized – several doses of the Ormskirk medicine were 
administered. He then went to the Sea to bathe & drink the Water, upon his return 
from the sea, by order of Dr Kerr – he was salivated & was kept to a Strict Diet – 
notwithstanding these precautions after coming from Shooting on Saturday the 3rd 
of March He complained of a violent heat at his Stomach; on Sunday Morning He 
could not bear the sight of Water, or even a breath of Air, & died in a most deplorable 
way about Two O’Clock on Monday afternoon – was buried 7 Mar.”]

(339) 22 Jan   Lady Glandore to HG
”I should be much obliged to you Gladwell if you would let me know by 
return of the Post how many years there are yet to run of the long Annuity 
you receive for me. I have an idea that it ends with the Century, of course 
that there are only 8 more years of it, but I wish to know for a certainty & 
beg you will not delay giving me that information. I am sure it will give you 
pleasure to hear that my brother & I are again on the best terms possible, 
which contributes much to my happiness as I always loved him dearly. I 
hear my unfortunate Sister is in Town, & that she was seen the other Night 
at the Play. I wish I knew something certain about her.
[postscript] Pray inform me also out of what fund the Annuity arises, or 
when you receive it.”
[The “unfortunate sister” is of course Elizabeth Herbert who has left her husband 
and children and eloped (see Introduction and the next letter).]
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(340) 29 Jan   Henry Herbert to Lord Sackville from 69 Dame Street, Dublin
“I had hoped long before this time to have met you and your brother in 
England, and to have consulted with you on several points relative to my 
unfortunate wife and my children now deserted by their mother, but my 
lawyers think that for at least ten months, I should not enter the same 
kingdom as your unhappy sister. When I left Muckross last week your 
nephews were both perfectly well. They are fine boys; the eldest remarkably 
handsome. I have found a school in every way eligible for a year or two 
and shall hope for your opinion as regards their future education. In a will 
made last October I have taken the liberty of nominating you one of their 
guardians.” 

(341) 24 Mar   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity £75 as before.]

(342) 21 Jun   HG’s account for half year, together with an abstract sheet.

1791
Nov 29	 To the Balance of my last half years Acct.	 365 15 7
1792
Jan 20	 Recd from Johnson for the joisting of a Cow
	 In the Park & Pastures	 1 19 –
Feb 24	 Recd of Mr Baker for 2 Calves	 3 5 –
May 1	 Recd for a Young Cow & Calf	 6 17 6
    21	 Recd of My Lord on Account	 200 - -
    31	 Recd of Mr Saunders Tibbet for 72 Hund of old
	 Plaister flooring a 6d pr Hund.	 1 16 –
June 14	 Recd from the Wood Account for Wood sold
	 from the Park	 14 10 10
	 To Balance Brought from the Rental for
	 the half year ending Michaelmas 1791	 1122 11 2 ½
		  1716 15 1 ½

Pr Contra
	 To Cash paid to Mrs Thomas on Account
	 Servants Wages, Taxes, Stables &c. &c.	 116 13 9 ¼
	 To the Balance of my Account	 600  1 4 ¼
		  1716 15 1 ½

An Account of Bills paid by me and Money
Paid on Acct out of the 				    600  1 4 ¼
To Mr Mansfields Bill				     19  - 11
To the late John Woods Acct			    11 13 4
To John Meadows Acct				     22  9 4
To Wade Stone mason on Account
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for Building the Wall in the Pastures		   36 15 –
						       89 18 7

[In the Abstract the basic figures repeated together with the following]

Payments
Mrs Thomas on Account of Housekeepg		  234 4 0
The Small Beer Cellars				      98 3 7
Gardens					       63 4 0
Stables						      260 10 11 ½
Park & Pastures					      79 14 3 ½
Sundry Trademens Bills as my Book
Coal Merchant, Ironmonger, Shopkeeper
Linnen & Woollen Draper, Taxes
Servants Wages and for sundry small		  380 16 3 ¼
Bills for Incidentals &c
						      116 13 9 ¼
Balance in Mr Gladwell’s hands car’d forw	 600  1 4 ¼
					         	 1716 15 1 ½
	
(343) 21 Jun   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship that I have paid your Bills 
outstanding here, excepting the Carriers of Kettering and the Brazier of the 
same place, they are all but small. I will pay them soon and enter them in 
my next half years Account. I have a Balance of Cash in my hands belonging 
to your Lordship of £600.1.4 ¼ which you will see stated in the inclosed 
accounts. I have stated the whole Balance of Cash in my hands, but I have 
paid Bills in your private Account which you will see explained, as I have 
not charged them to the Drayton Account, and they stand as part of the 
Balance of Cash in my hands belonging to your Lordship. I will pay all the 
Bills outstanding for work done to the Stables at the White Horse Lowick 
out of the Money that I have and your Lordship may repay me again, if you 
please, when I have the honor of seeing you.”

(344) 8 Aug   John Cooper Horton, from Brook Street, to HG
“I have some time since examined your Accounts and find the same 
perfectly right & this day Mr. Boodle has signed the Memorandum at the 
foot of the estate Account as usual. I have made a short Abstract of them 
and tied it up with the Rentals which you’d be so good as to give Lord 
Sackville when he passes the Accounts.
The letter of Attorney is not yet ret’d from Shobdon. If you come to Town 
in Novr perhaps you’ll call here before you go to the City. I have not heard 
who is Mr B. Leighton’s representative yet.” 
[Contains a voucher for Messrs. Robarts, Curtis &c to pay to John Bedwell & Co. 
Cheltenham £20.]
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(345) 12 Aug   C[harles] Sackville, from Milton Abbey, to HG
“Many thanks to you, my dear Mr Gladwell, for your obliging attention of 
offering me some Venison, but I am sorry that being so far from Home, I 
cannot for the present avail myself of it. I will tho’ by and bye, and as soon 
as I get to Town, which will be in ten days or a fortnight, I will let you 
know.”

(346) 19 Aug   Lady Glandore to HG
“I can only find this dirty half sheet of paper in the house to write to you on. 
I should be much obliged to you if you would send me as much Venison as 
is convenient to Tunbridge Wells where I am going this day – Ld G: remains 
in Town to prepare for Ireland where we intend going very soon. I am sure 
you have all been grieved by the death of little Henry Herbert who you 
know died of the measles at school. His unhappy father is in actual despair. 
Tell Mrs. Gladwell with my Love that I should have wrote her an account 
on my foot if I had any pleasant intelligence to give her on the subject, but it 
grows worse and worse. I am in great haste just setting out.”

(347) 7 Sept   Rev. Sackville Bale, from Withyham, to HG
“As I passed through Town I made it my business to call on Mr. Hoppner 
the Painter (in Charles St. St James’s Square) but he was gone into the 
Country & is not, to my knowledge, yet returned: in expectation of hearing 
from him I have hitherto deferred answering your letter, but if you will see 
the Picture carefully packed up & directed to him, it will certainly arrive 
safe & be taken care of. The Picture I believe to be not only curious but very 
valuable; as Mr. Hoppner is so eminent an artist & my friend I am sure 
he will take care that it is put into proper hands that will clean & repair it 
with skill & judgment. The excursion that I took to Drayton gave me the 
greatest pleasure, & I shall be very happy to repeat it the first convenient 
opportunity. I was very glad to see my old friend & acquaintance again.
[postscript] There are no partridges here or anywhere.”

(348) 13 Sept   Lady Glandore, from St James’s St, to HG
“I am returned to town from Tunbridge therefore shall not want any more 
Venison. I should be much obliged to you if you would let me know by the 
return of the Post whether a Letter Ld Glandore wrote to my brother last 
Saturday & direct to Drayton was forwarded to him, as it was a letter of 
great consequence & that he has not yet received an answer he is growing 
uneasy about it. I believe you will get this tomorrow & that I may hear from 
you on Friday. Pray do not delay. My foot is a great deal better.”

(349) 19 Oct   Lord Sackville, from Scarborough, to HG
“I shall be in London in a few days and I will see Stephens’s brother, I never 
heard of so unreasonable a demand, and I am surprised that he should 
think me a fool as to have the least idea of paying such a bill, when the 
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agreement he made with me was that it should cost all together, supposing 
I had approved of it one thirds of the sum he charges me. Tell Tom Ward to 
send two hacks for me to London immediately, they must set off as soon as 
possible, or I shall be there before them.”

(350) 19 Oct   HG to Lord Sackville
“I had the honor of receiving your Lordships Letter dated the 13 Instant 
by yesterdays Post, and this Morning Tom Ward sent off two Hacks for 
your use in Town, they will be there some time tomorrow. I shall be much 
obliged to your Lordship if you will be so good as to send me a Hundred 
and fifty or two Hundred pounds this week as I have the Servants wages 
and Tax’s to pay. I have paid for the Stock of Coals laid in. If your Lordship 
has no objection I intend to be in Town some time the beginning of next 
Month, and as soon as convenient after my return I intend holding your 
Audit for the half year ending Lady day last.
We have had very bad weather for a long time past here not a day passes 
without rain which retards the Farmers getting the Corn into the ground I 
think your Lordship said something to me one day in the Breakfast Room 
about entering one of your Carriages here, I have entered one four Wheel 
Carriage, for I was much afraid that, as I never made any return where your 
Carriage was entered which I should have done in the return that I made 
every year had your Carriages been entered in Town. If your Lordship have 
already paid for your Carriage in Town, I can appeal to the Commissioner 
and get the Tax of the Carriage that I have entered here returned.”

(351) 23 Nov   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honor to acquaint your Lordship that on Friday last I held your 
half years Audit ending Lady day last and that your Tenants have paid all 
their rent due up to that time. I have received in Money the great Rental 
£936.6.5 and for the Cottage Rental £17.5.5 this week I intend to pay all your 
Bills outstanding here and as soon as I have finished I will send to your 
Lordship the Balance in Cash in my hands.”

(352) 1 Dec   C[harles] Sackville, from Milton Abbey, to HG
“I rec’d your Letter this Morning and thank you for it very sincerely. The 
Venison will be most welcome. I shall be in Town in a few days, & just meet 
it, and it will answer a particular occasion. Do therefore have it killed & 
sent to St James’ Street. If Lord Sackville is at Drayton pray do make my 
most affte Compliments to him, and tell him I am infinitely obliged to him 
for his permitting you to regale me with such a treat. It could not come 
more opportunely.” 

(353) 6 Dec   HG’s half yearly account
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1792

June 18	 To the Balance of my Acct with his Lordship	 600 1 4 ¼
     27	 Recd of William Knight the Interest of £100
	 due the 1st day of February last pr Bond		    5 - -
	 from the Parish of Lowick
Sepr 5	 Recd of my London Account		  100 - -
Octr 18	 Recd for 4 Young Beasts sent to the Stray
	 Pasture		    - 4 –
Novr 19	 Recd of William Baker the 1st Divid of
	 Mr Salmons for a Bill of £29.13.1 for
	 Elm Timber sold from the Park		  8 10 6
Decr 1	 To Balance of the Rental for the half Year
	 ending at Lady day last		  831 4 4
		  1545 – 2 ¼

Contra
	 To Bills and other disbursements at 
	 Drayton paid to December the 6 as
	 pr my Account with my Lord	 972 2  2 ¾
	 To Balance carried forward in my Cash Acct	 572 17 11 ½
		  1545  -  2 ¼

	 To Balance above brought down	 572 17 11 ½
	 To Bills paid by me on Acct of work done
	 To the late Mr Bass’s Stables the Wall in
	 The Paddocks &c which my Lord is to 
	 pay me again from his private purse	 216 13 5
	 as I have not entered this Acct in the
	 Drayton Acct with his Lordship

	 Balance of Csh in my hands	 356 4 6 ½
	                                                                Total Balance	 572 17 11 ½
[Mr Bass’s Stables were the new stables at the White Horse Inn in Lowick]

[Another abstract account repeating the first column of figures but also having the 
following] 

Mrs. Thomas on Acct. of Housekeeping	 £209 8 7 ½
Ale & Small Beer Cellars	 117 15 2
Gardens		  46  1 7 ½
Stables		  101 16 0
Park & Pastures	 129 18 10 ¼
A Cart Gelding	   26  6 0
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Sundry Trademens bills as pr Book viz.
Coal merchant, Ironmonger, Shopkeeper
Mowers and Haymakers, Taxes, Servants	 340 6 11 ½
Wages and sundry Payments for 
Incidentals, Letters &c.	 972 2 2 ¾
	 Balance in Mr Gladwel’s Hands car’d forwd	 572 17 11 ½
		  1545  -  2 ¼

(354) 11 Dec   C[harles] Sackville from St. James’s Street to HG
“I came to Town yesterday and found the Doe venison arrived and in 
excellent order, and feel myself much obliged by it, as it will answer a 
particular occasion. I have also to thank you for a Hare, which you have been 
so good as to add to the Basket. Pray make my sincere acknowledgements 
to Lord Sackville, for his kind remembrances. I wish I could flatter myself 
he would come up for the meeting of Parliament – Things begin to grow 
rather serious and alarming, but I trust in the spirit & good Sense of the 
Country.”
 
(355) 26 Dec   HG to Lord Bateman
“I have the honor to inform your Lordship that I have wrote today an order 
to Messrs Drummond to pay to Messrs Crofts & Co the sum of £314.4.1 
And to place the same to your Credit with them being your Lordships 
Moiety of Rent &c which your Lordship will see stated. I have at the same 
time ordered Mesrs Drummond to pay to Messrs Crofts & Co the sum of 
£225 and place it to the Credit of Lady Bateman being her Ladyships half 
years Exchr Annt to last Michs and her Ladyships half years pin Money to 
Christmas last.”

[Another version of the same letter with the addition of an account:]
Dec 26 To the Right Honbl Lord Sackvilles Moiety		 464 4 1
  To the Right Honbl Lord Bateman			   314 4 1
  To the Right Honbl Lady Bateman half
  a Years pin Money to Xmas last				    150 - -
							       928 8 2

[For reasons unclear Gladwell is not now keeping copies of all his replies, but the 
sequence of letters is sufficient to follow events. Perhaps his confidence in running 
the estate is now so firm he does not feel the necessity to do so. There is, however, no 
reduction in the sequence of vouchers he retains, and which continues until the year 
before his death in 1814.]
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1793

(356) 11 Mar   C[harles] Sackville to HG
“I came home so late on Saturday that I could not acknowledge and thank 
you by that Day’s Post for your Letter and the Hare & wood Cocks that 
accompanied it. I do it now and very sincerely, it was a most welcome 
present, and came very a propos as it will serve to deck out a dinner that 
I am giving today, for now that my Landlord is abroad, I am under the 
necessity of giving myself the trouble of keeping House for him, and of 
course giving friends at Dinner.
I hope this Year to be more fortunate than the last, & have it in my power 
to pay my long intended Visit at Drayton, and I can assure you that the 
pleasure I may feel in revisiting a place in which I have passed so many 
agreeable Days, will be greatly enhanced if I should happen to have as I 
hope I shall, the very great Satisfaction, of finding you & Mrs Gladwell 
perfectly well & happy. I beg you to remember me to Her.”
[postscript] You will be glad to hear Mr Germain is better. The Duke & 
Duchess go on very prosperously. I wish I could say as much of our dear Sr 
Charles but he is breaking apace. I hope Mr Etoff is well, my best Comps to 
him.”
[Sir Charles is probably Sir Charles Hotham, 8th Bart. (1729-1794) who with his 
wife is mentioned in Charles Sackville’s 1793 will.]

(357) 31 Mar [broken postmark and might be May.] G[eorge] Germain to HG
“My Brother has given me leave to have the baled stable made into six stalls 
therefore I should be much obliged to you if you would get it done and let 
me know what it will cost and how long it will be about – it need not be 
made near so high or strong as the stalls in the other stables. I hope you will 
be able to have it done soon, as I shall not have any place to put my horses 
when they come up, which will be at the end of next month.”

(358) 2 Apr   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity as before.]

(359) 22 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am most exceedingly sorry to hear of poor Tom’s death, I only hope he 
did not suffer much pain. Write to me again to let me know the particulars, 
whether he expressed any wish to have his Horses disposed of, and 
whether he has any money, and if he had, what he wished to have done 
with it. I am afraid that poor Girl must be quite miserable, let me know if 
you suppose they were married. Lord Bateman wishes to know when you 
come to Town.”
[Thomas Ward, groom to Lord Sackville, died 1793.]
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(360) 6 Jun   Abstract of Bills to be paid at Thrapston & Islip.
[All minor amounts.]

(361) 6 Jun   Lady Glandore to HG
“I am quite ashamed of having been so long without sending your receipt. 
George desires me to tell you that he approves much of the plan you sent 
him & desire you will set about it immediately. I am writing on my knee 
whilst my hair is dressing, having so much important business on my 
hands that I have not a moment to spare.”

(362) 3 Aug   C[harles] Sackville, from Milton Abbey, to HG
“On my arrival at this Place I found your kind Letter of the 26th had been 
waiting for me for some Days. I take an early opportunity of acknowledging 
it & thanking you for it, as well as for your offer of sending me some 
Venison. As however I am to stay on here for some time & as I am quite 
uncertain as to the time I may go back to Town, I cannot think of troubling 
you this Season, and will content myself with saying, and very truly, that I 
much obliged to you for your remembrances, & this fresh Instance of your 
constant attention to me.
You will be glad to hear the Family here are all well. We expect Lady 
Bateman in a day or two. I wish she would bring young Miss Herbert with 
her, but I am afraid she intends leaving her at Shobdon.”

(363) 30 Sept   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity as before.]

(364) 9 Oct   G[eorge] G[ermain,] from Warden [i.e Lord Ongley’s at Warden 
Abbey, Old Warden, Beds.] postmark Biggleswade.
“I have my Brothers leave to desire you to have the great Kennell repaired 
immediately as I shall send some hounds to Drayton about the 20th of this 
month. I should be glad if you would have the lodging house of it perfectly 
repaired, both in the tiling as well as the boarding on the sides, and also 
if you would have the inside of it white washed & I should be very much 
obliged to you. I wish it to be made as warm as possible. As to the yard, I do 
not think it will be worth while doing any thing about it.”

(365) 17 Oct   [Lady] E[lizabeth] Bateman from Shobdon Court to Mrs Gladwell
“I trouble you with this to desire you will be so good as to let me know 
where Lady Glandore is at present, as she wrote me one Letter since she got 
to Drayton in which she mentioned that Lord Sackville was going away from 
Drayton for a short time the latter end of last month and that she intended 
going about the 10th of this month to Lady Arabella Ward, who being on a 
visit would not be at home before that time. I answered that letter of Lady 
Glandore’s before the time she mentioned going to Lady Arabella’s and 
desired an answer to it before she left Drayton, which I never received, and 
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I was not a little surprised by a letter I received last night from Mr Herbert, 
to find she is gone to Cheltenham, is she ordered there for her health? 
And in what company is she gone there, are her Brothers there which you 
must know, setting out from Drayton. I have been much agitated by all the 
terrible Riots at Bristol. Thank God they are all over and the Herefordshire 
Militia left Bristol last Tuesday and are to be at Hereford to morrow where 
they are to remain this winter. They received before their departure the 
handsomest thanks from the Mayor and Magistrates of Bristol for their 
proper and orderly conduct during the late Riots and the long time of their 
being quartered there, which indeed they well deserved as without their 
vigorous exertions the most fatal consequences must have happened from 
a mob not to be dispersed by the reading of the Riot Act, and all possible 
remonstrances, and outragingly attacking the militia till the order was 
given for firing, by which some were killed and more wounded, the fury 
of the men equalled that of the Boiyards of Paris, and the Herefordshire 
militia were not in an agreeable situation till a company of Dragoons and 
four companies of the Monmouth Militia with Lord Worcester arrived to 
join them. I expect the pleasure of Lord Bateman’s return to morrow here. I 
wish you could mention in your answer if a picture I sent last year to Lord 
Sackville of his poor sister Caroline is at Drayton and whether you think it 
like, I sent it up to London desiring Lord Sackville if he did not think it like 
to return it to me, but he wrote me and he thought it so striking like that we 
would not part with it for the world, and would send it down to Drayton, 
but when I asked Mr Germain about it last Spring he had never seen, nor 
heard of it, therefore I shall be obliged to you for letting me know if you 
have seen it. Have you seen Mr or Mrs Hanbury at Drayton this year? Miss 
Herbert is very well and grows fast.”
[The riots at Bristol were brought on by the proposal to raise the toll charges on the 
Bristol Harbour bridge. Mr & Mrs Hanbury being William Hanbury and hus wife 
of Kelmarsh.]

(366) 19 Oct   Lady Glandore, from Cheltenham, to HG
“Finding on my departure from this place that my money runs short, I 
have very saucily drawn on you for 20 pds. which you will pay out of my 
brother’s cash, as I am sure he would not refuse to lend me this much till 
we meet. I shall tell him of it as soon as I see him, which I hope will be 
about this day fortnight at Drayton.  These waters have I think done me a 
great deal of good, which your old woman, as you call her, will, I am sure, 
be happy to hear. Remember me kindly to her. I am going to Lady Arabella 
Wards, should any letters between this and the time I mentioned to you 
come for me to Drayton be so good as to forward them to Sandriche Lodge, 
near Melksham Wilts.
The person who has given me the money desires the money may be 
remitted in Town & wished to see the letter I wrote to you, so I have given 
him another to send to you with the direction enclosed of the person to 
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whom the money is to be sent. You will be so good to remit it instantly. If 
you happen to open the other Letter first you will be surprised at it, but this 
will explain it.”
[Sandridge Lodge was the home of Augusta Lady Audley, presumably a friend 
whom Lady Glandore might have met at Bath.]

(367) 19 Oct   Lady Glandore from Cheltenham
“Gladwell Pay the sum of twenty pds Value Recd to Messrs Robarts & Co. I 
enclose the direction, & you will place the sum to the account of.”
[Endorsed by HG: Wrote to Messrs. Drummond to pay £20 to the Acct of John 
Bidwell & Co. Cheltenham at Messrs. Robarts Carter Were Horngold Berwick & 
Co. No.35 Cornhill Oct 23 1793.]

(368) 21 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“I shall be very glad to get the Manors of Aldwinckle & Woodford, so desire 
Mr Yorke to do all he can to secure them for me. I shall be at Drayton in the 
course of a week or ten days, so get the new Rooms finished as soon as 
possible.
London Monday: Tell my Groom that I will send Mr Moorcroft to the Horse; 
that I would not have him go to Newmarket till he hears from me as I shd. 
wish him to be with Spider when Mr Moorcroft sees him. Most likely Mr 
Moorcroft may dine at Drayton & perhaps he may sleep there, take care 
that there is every thing for him he may want. I shd. suppose he would be 
there about Wednesday.”
[Woodford Manor was purchased in 1798 see Letter 461.] 

1794

(369) [Undated but part torn watermark 17…4, Lord Sackville’s hand]
“I wish you would look at the chimney in Bland’s house at Slipton & see if 
any thing can be done to prevent it smoking. Let me know what the Lowick 
People do about their roads & whether it will be necessary for me to endite 
them. I have just heard that the Bark of Elm is very valuable. I have written 
to make enquiries about it, but in the mean time, I should wish you to bark 
the trees as you fell them & preserve it till you hear from me again.”

(370) [Undated] John Armsby to HG
“Sir, In answer to Yours before respecting the utility of Elm Bark for the 
tanning of Hides & Skins I can not say what it will do for whe have never 
Made Tryall of That any time but I have heard of its being Usd. in London 
but I did not answer as it was thought I should of don, but if You should 
have any to Part from Shall have no objection to Make Tryall of it but Could 
not Say what Whe Could allow for It till it has been tryd. by Us. This is the 
best Information I Can give You in this Bisiniss.”
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(371) 4 Jan   HG to Lord Sackville
“I believe I mentioned to your Lordship before you left Drayton that I was 
afraid that I must trouble you for some Money on Account, on collecting 
your Lordships Bills outstanding here and the Money that I have paid Mrs 
Thomas on Account of Housekeeping Linnen &c Servants Wages Taxes &c 
that I have paid and on looking over my Account I find that the Money 
that I have Recd for Rents &c will not be enough to clear all this half years 
Bills. I am very sorry to trouble your Lordship for Money but I must beg of 
you to send me £250 the first opportunity that I may close my Half Years 
Accounts, and send them to Mr Boodle for his inspection. Tomorrow or on 
Tuesday I shall pay to Mr Boodle £395.18.9 on your Recs as soon as I have 
paid that sum I will inform you of it.” 

(372) 2 Feb   George Germain from Melton to HG
“I am very much obliged to you for having settled about the Tares. I shall 
have no objection to pay any thing for them that you think right, therefore I 
should think that the sooner the ground is got ready the better, as they will 
come sooner in the Spring by that means.”

(373) 26 Mar   Lady Glandore
[Receipt for annuity]

(374) 12 Apr [Lord Sackville to HG]
“I paid £200 into Drummonds Hands yesterday on your account. I enclose 
you two bank Notes for £75, which is as much as I am able to send you at 
present. Chaunter may as well Cover any Mares that come to him. Let the 
footman come to Town by Sundays Coach.”

(375) 1 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should be very glad to give any encouragement in my power to Lord 
Spencer’s undertaking. My name must be put down as a Subscriber. I 
suppose either at Kettering or Northampton, but you had better enquire, 
and put it down for £200. If my Brown Hack is out of Physick, tell John to 
send him and Chaunter to Newmarket. They must go to the Stables where 
my other Horses are, at Six Miles Bottom.”
[The 2nd Earl Spencer was raising funds for the creation of a volunteer militia with 
the threat of invasion from France.]

(376) 2 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“They have sent for a list of my Servants and Horses; Ask William how 
many I used to pay for in London. You had better pay the usual number at 
Drayton, & let me have the list of them. Send my Phaeton and Harness to 
Town, you need not pay the tax on that, as I intend selling it.”
[Endorsed by HG: “Coachman Footman Maid & Carriage”.]
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(377) 11 May   W[ilia]m Balist Jnr. from Oundle to HG
“I send you some Copies of the Articles of Enrolment, which you will have 
the Goodness to Distribute among, & explain to such as may be able to 
render service in the good Cause they relate to. I have also enclosed some 
Handbills, which give Notice of the Time & Places where the next Meeting 
of the Sub Committee will be held; at Thrapston I hope to have the Pleasure 
of seeing you on the 20th.
To those, with whom you may happen converse on the subject of our 
Armament, you may urge the Necessity of the Measure we would wish 
to pursue; from what has lately happened during the Irruption of the 
French into Flanders, when it was understood by the Rabble at Ghent 
that the French were approaching, Sedition, & (its Comcomitant) Plunder, 
immediately commenced, & to such a height were they carried, that the 
Troops were forced to fire on the People, and many were slain. In my humble 
Opinion, the same thing exactly would happen in some parts of England, 
should success attend the French Arms in Flanders; or should they venture 
to Land but a very small Force in this Kingdom, surely therefore Prudence 
requires that we be prepared for Resistance.”
[Again referring to the raising of a militia.]

(378) 17 Jul   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have done my self the honour of inclosing to your Lordp: two Bills of 
your Grooms and two of John Hodges helper. The Grooms are made up to 
Lady Day last, as it will be more regular for them to be paid twice a year, if 
agreeable to your Lordship. As I not acquainted with their charges I have 
inclosed their Bills for you to run your eye over, when done be so good as to 
return to me. Your Lordship will see that they come to £50.9.1. If you will be 
so good as to remit to me that Money I will settle with them immediately. 
John Brown your Groom has not made out his Account as he informs me 
that this year will expire very soon, and that your Lordship did not settle 
with him what wages he was to have when you took him into Service.”
[This is the first reference to John Brown who has become Lord Sackville’s groom.]

(379) 28 Jul   Lord Sackville to HG
“I suppose the Venison must be very fine this year. I wish you to send 
some to Lord Hampden’s in Green Street Grosvenor Square, & some to Mr. 
Rigby’s in Grosvenor Street as soon as you possibly can.”
[Thomas Trevor Hampden, 2nd Viscount Hampden, Postmaster General 1759-63. 
He lived at Glynde Place, Sussex, an address that occurs elsewhere, e.g. Letter 587.]

(380) 27 Aug   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“You may send another half Buck up by Sunday nights Coach. Pray 
let me know whether you have taken the Pointers out, and if you have, 
whether you have seen many Partridges. I suppose there must be Hares in 
abundance. I forget whether there were any Partridges bred in the garden 
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this year, I hope you got some Eggs as they succeeded so well last year.” 

(381) 24 Oct   Lady Glandore from Ardfert to HG	  
“I am provoked with myself for giving you so much trouble by my own 
carelessness in regard to the receipt. I have lost the one you sent me, & must 
beg of you to enclose me another which I will send you back signed by 
return of the Post. You know that in compliance with Ld. G’s wishes, I have 
disposed of that Annuity, but I beg you would not mention it. We have all 
been much affected of late by a duel that took place between Mr. Herbert’s 
Opponent & Sir Barry Denny a great friend of Lord Glandore’s, which 
ended fatally to the latter. It has of course made such an impression on Ld 
G: that he has not recovered his spirits. Such are sometimes the sad effects 
of contested Election. I have taken the Widow home to my house, poor 
thing, she is not yet eighteen. This subject has so engrossed my thoughts 
that I can hardly think or write any thing else. So much of the strong beer 
has been quaffed down at this Election that we should be much obliged to 
you if you would have the goodness to ask my brother to allow you to send 
us the yearly supply he has always indulged us with, & beg you will have it 
shipped immediately & directed to Ld Glandore Ardfert House, to the care 
of Mr. Charles Casey Mercht. Cork.”
[There was a by-election in Kerry and the sitting member, Sir Barry Denny, caused 
offence to John Gustavus Crosbie, a relative of the Glandore’s, who with Henry 
Arthur Herbert was contesting the seat. Crosbie challenged Denny to a duel and 
Denny was shot through the head.]

(382) 21 Nov   Lady Glandore, Ardfert House, to HG
“At last Gladwell I send you the receipt. Mr Herbert by dint of all sorts of 
roguery preached by the opposite party has lost his Election, after a contest 
of 30 days, by three votes. He means to petition Parlt. & it is thought will 
be successful. I am very cross at this failure, as it has cost us no small sum 
supporting his Interst. Pray let me know when Pope sends the beer & be so 
good to thank my brother for it.”

(383) 24 Dec   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I have received a letter from Lord Spencer to inform me that there have 
been three Calls of one fourth of the Subscription each (on the Subscribers 
for internal defence) & that as none of mine have as yet been paid he 
desired to let me know it. Pray write me word by return of Post to whom 
you made the payments. I think you told me when I was at Drayton that it 
was a person in Oundle.”
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1795

[The weather in January 1795 was extremely cold and as subsequent letters will 
show Lord Sackville and his brother were much concerned for the poor of the estate 
villages. His generosity was recorded in the Northampton Mercury 31 Jan:
“With that generosity which has ever distinguished the owner of his hospitable 
mansion, Lord Viscount Sackville has ordered meat and broth to be distributed twice 
a week, among the poor inhabitants of Lowick, Islip and Slipton, in this county; and 
his Lordship’s brother the Hon, George Germaine, has furnished every poor family 
in the parish of Slipton with stockings, a pair of blankets and a rug. Animated by 
such worthy examples, the inhabitants of the above places have come forward and 
liberally subscribed to procure the indigent some additional comforts.”]

(384) 5 Jan   George Germain, from London, to HG
“I should be much obliged to you if you will have a small hen house built 
for me, somewhere near the Deer hovel, it must have two or three pirches 
for the fowls to roost on, and some small boxes for the hens to lay in, also a 
door just big enough for a man to be able to get in, to reach the eggs. Make 
it in a sheltered place, and then the boards may be thinner, the roof may be 
made of wood and pitched.
Pray get it done as soon as possible as I have got some fowls in London that 
I want to send down immediately. Let me know when it will be finished.
I will send you some money down the latter end of this month, in the mean 
time I will trouble you to see for some good Oats and also some good Hay, 
as it will be cheaper to buy them now than to buy them next year when 
they become old. I hope Mrs G is well, Give my Compliments to Mr Etough, 
I hope he is better.”

(385) 17 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“Lord Hampden tells me that an Ox’s head boiled in a Copper with a 
quantity of Peas mixed with bread & Potatoes makes an excellent kind of 
Soup & will feed a great number of People. The weather is so extremely 
hard & provisions so dear, that I wish you would consult with Turner about 
making it two or three times a week or oftener & distributing it amongst 
the Poor. I shall send you down some money for this purpose the latter end 
of the week, & likewise the money you wrote to me for. Let me know what 
you do about it, & how many poor People can be fed by this means.”

(386) [Undated but clearly a response to the above in Lord Sackville’s hand.]
“I have desired Turner to send you a receipt for making Soup for the Poor, 
& I think it will be as well to put a Doe into it, instead of Butcher’s Meat, 
which is expensive. With the addition of the Rice it will be very good food. 
You may distribute it twice a week (as you did last year) as long as the Frosty 
weather continues. Of course you will not give bread, as the Rice is a good 
substitute, & Bread is the last thing one ought to give away in these times 
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of scarcity of that article. I have received yr. letter containing an account 
of Worthington’s farm. It is a very low rent, so I suppose the land is very 
indifferent, particularly the Pasture, as I see some part of that is at a lower 
Rent, than some of the Arable. I hope you are contriving to make as much 
manure as possible, as we shall want great quantities after Michaelmas. 
I suppose the Cows are in their new habitation. I hope you have got as 
many Leaves into the Yard as you have been able to collect. I forgot to ask 
you when I saw you last whether you had made any agreement with the 
Cottagers for their Wood Ashes, which makes most excellent manure for 
Grass Land. Has the Mole Plough been of use in the Pasture.”

(387) 19 Jan   HG to Lord Sackville
“As I should not be able to get Ox’s Heads enough in this part of the Country 
to supply the poor with as much Broth and meat as your Lordship would 
wish to give them at this inclement season, Mr Baker has offered me Beef 
at three pence a pound. I have ordered forty pounds to come up to Morrow 
which comes to ten shillings. Mr Turner will boil it down with garden stuff 
&c and make a large quantity of good Broth, and on Wednesday I will give it 
to about thirty poor Familys in the Parish of Lowick. When done I will send 
your Lordship the names of the Poor that are relieved by your Lordship’s 
kindness. If your Lordship approves of this plan I will continue giving to 
the poor twice a week as long as this inclement season lasts. Would your 
Lordship like that I should give any Bread at the times of giving the Broth? 
The expense of Meat pr week will be one pound.”

(388) 19 Jan  George Germain to HG
“I am very much obliged to you for having got the Hen house finished 
so soon. I shall send the fowls down by Tuesday nights Coach. I should 
be obliged to you to tell Charles Bird that they will be at Thrapston on 
Wednesday.
I have enclosed twenty pounds, ten of which I should be glad if you lay 
out firing for any of the poor that you think want it the most, and the other 
ten in Blankets. I think that will be the best way of relieving the poor this 
extreme cold weather.” 

(389) 21 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“I shall send you £20 the end of this week which will serve for four weeks. 
If you distribute broth 4 times a week to the poor of Lowick Slipton & Islip, 
the meat according to yr. calculations will cost £2 pr. week, the remaining £3 
I should wish you to dispose of, either in Coats, bread or money, whichever 
you think the Poor stand more in need of.”

(390) 4 Feb   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I saw Mr. Boodle yesterday & he does not know from whom the £101 comes 
which you enclosed to him the other day. Pray let me know whether you 
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have begun again giving broth to the Poor People since the frost set in, & if 
you have, whether the money I left with you for that purpose is sufficient. 
I hope Mrs. E. Love is at Drayton with her sister during this bad weather.”

(391) 12 Feb   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“Tell John (the Groom) to set off immediately with my Horses to Quorndon. 
If there are any bills owing to the Boys or helpers, you had better settle with 
them before they leave Drayton, and let me know the amount of them. I 
have paid Mark (who is in Town with me) ten pounds eight shillings which 
I wish you to keep an account of.” 

(392) 24 Feb   HG to Lord Sackville
“By the coach that goes from Thrapston to London tonight, I have sent Mr 
Boodle your Lordships Rental for the half year ending at Lady day last 
likewise my Account Book and vouchers for his inspection, and I have a 
Balance of Cash in my hands of £49.19.11 ½ which I have carried to Acc. 
before your Lordship left Drayton you mentioned to me that it was your 
wish that there might be a Workhouse at Islip to make the poor more 
comfortable. I told you that I thought that there was one but on a small scale 
& I found it is so. I took an opportunity of meeting the Parish Officers on 
the subject and I have the pleasure to inform you that I succeeded so far as 
to get them to inlarge the one that they now have which holds about fifteen 
or sixteen poor people by taking a very small piece of Ground belonging 
to your Lordship (and Rented by Mr Holmes) and making a proper 
acknowledgment for it they can make a very compleat work House which 
they agreed to do as soon as the weather permits.
I shall be very happy to hear your Lordship is got perfectly well & I have 
the pleasure to inform you we have had a most delightful Thaw ever since 
Sunday night and it appears very likely to continue.”

(393) 1 Mar   Lord Mexborough from Methley Park [Yorks.] to HG
“I received your letter. Mr. Germain and I have given every proper order 
about Mr. Etough’s funeral. It is an event which has shocked us all very 
much, and I feel the greatest concern for Mrs. Etough and her family. The 
body was found on Saturday last.”
[The Rev. Henry Etough was on a visit to friends in Yorkshire and was found 
drowned in the river Calder in mysterious circumstances.]

(394) 3 Apr   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I wish you would find out the exact value of the two livings, that I may 
consider before I return to Drayton (which I intend doing in a few days) 
what will be proper to expect the Clergyman who accept them, to allow 
Mrs Etough and her family. For although it is my wish to do every thing 
in my power to serve her, yet we must not expect more to be done by the 
Gentlemen who succeed to the Livings, than can with justice be expected. 
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I wish likewise you would let me know the Ages of all the Children 
particularly the Boys if there are more than the one whose Age you sent me. 
I hope Mrs. Etough is better.”

(395) 12 Apr   [Lady] Eliza Mexborough from Methley Park to HG
“I was this day requested by the Curate of Methley to inform him of the 
Age of Mr. Etough, and the Names of the Livings he held, also whether he 
was one of Lord Sackville’s Chaplains, all of which he says it is customary 
to have inserted in the Parish Register. I must trouble you to give me a line 
of information, and you will much oblige me by letting me know how poor 
Mrs. Etough does.”

(396) 18 Apr   [Dr] William Kerr from Northampton to HG
“I duely receiv’d yours of the 10th inst with the enclos’d Draft. As the Sum is 
exactly 20 Guineas I thought you wou’d prefer my sending back the enclos’d 
for another of the above balance, rather than have a broken Sum stand over 
to next Year. I beg you will return it me (I mean the Draft for 20 Gs) by the 
Newsman & inform me of the Receipt of the enclos’d.”

(397) [Undated Lord Sackville to HG; refers to sending £60 so perhaps fits here.]
“There is an unfortunate Sister of Mr Robinson of Thrapston, who I have 
just prevented being sent to Jail, for a bill of four pounds. She seems to 
be a very decent sort of Woman, and I think it would be proper to let Mr 
Robinson know of the extreme distress in which she is. Whether they are 
upon good terms or not, I think he ought to do something for her to enable 
her to get her bread. I do not, by this, mean to take upon myself to dictate to 
Mr Robinson or to any body else what they ought to do for their relations 
but I think it right to let him know the situation his Sister is in, which I 
conclude he must be ignorant of. I received the Woodcocks you sent me 
yesterday, it is rather an extraordinary thing to have been able to get so 
many. I enclose you £60.”

[The next two letters are undated but refer to Lord Sackville being in Bedfordshire, 
as does the dated letter following, so they are inserted here]

(398) [Undated, but endorsed: Wootton Thursday (watermark 1795) and in Lord 
Sackville’s hand.]
“I wrote to John Brown by Tuesday’s Post to desire that he would come 
to Bedford with my Horses as soon as he received my letter. As he is not 
arrived, I conclude there is some mistake. Tell him therefore to come 
tomorrow to Mr. Ellis’s at Wootton near Bedford & to bring Count and 
Sultan with him. I enclosed £60 in a letter to you some days ago, I hope you 
got it safe. I sent your letter to Mr. Boodle for him to decide what is best to 
be done about the Gamekeeper.”
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(399) [Undated but endorsed: London Saturday, in Lord Sackville’s hand.]
“I have paid the £20 to Drummonds on yr. account. I will send you some 
money to Drayton as soon as I can. Tell John the Groom, the moment you 
get this, to send the little bay Mare, which I bought last, (if she is well) to 
Sharnbrook, which is a village near Mr. Lee’s house in Bedfordshire, & to 
enquire for the Stables there. Mr. Robert Lee’s horses always stand when he 
is in that Country; it is about 5 miles from Higham Ferrers. John must come 
to the same place with two other Hunters on Monday morning. Explain all 
this to him well for fear of any mistake.” 
[Colworth, near Sharnbrook, was the home of William Lee (1764-1815); educated at 
Westminster School and served as MP for Marlow 1790-96 and Bedford 1802-12.]

(400) 26 Apr   Lord Sackville from Colmworth, Beds. To HG
“I am very glad to hear that the two Cows have calved: is it the light 
coloured one that has the Bull calf? I should wish you to bring up all three 
calves as they are of a very valuable sort. What dreadful weather you have 
had for the Sheep; I think you have been very lucky to lose none of them.”

(401) 28 Apr   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I do not know what will be proper to me to subscribe to the Thrapston 
Bridge. I think you had better enquire what Mr. Squire Mr Burton &c 
subscribe. As for the estate you mention at Lowick, it wd. certainly be a 
great acquisition to me, but I do not like the idea of granting a long lease, 
besides I think 30 years purchase is more than it can be worth, considering 
how scarce Money is, at this time. I think you said the House was to go into 
the bargain, that is, he is to pay £50 a year for the land House &c, in which 
the House will only be a burden to me.”

(402) 23 June   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have inclosed to your Lordship your Grooms Acct to the 24 Instant which 
comes to 170,2.10. John Brown your Groom has recd of your Lordship and 
myself £90 which makes a Balaance of 80.2.10 to close the Account to the 24 
Instant. I have sent to your Lordship an Account of Bills outstanding here 
which you always pay to me on your private Account which you will see 
stated in the Inclosed Account. If your Lordship will be so good as to send 
to me the first opportunity £50 at your Lordships Credit for that sum in my 
Private Account with you.”

(403) 26 Jun   J. Bramston, from Oundle, to HG
“I think Lord Sackville is entitled to a Right of Common upon Sudborough 
Green, it will be proper for you to enter a Claim for it with the 
Commissioners, if you will favour me with it, I will take care to exhort it; or 
if you should be riding this way tomorrow, & will favour me with a call I 
will write it for you.”
[John Bramston (1730-1798) was an important lawyer based in Oundle.]
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(404) 29 Jun   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I have with some difficulty contrived to get money and enclose you £50. 
My Brother tells me that Mrs. Etough goes to Islip today; I hope every thing 
is comfortable for her there, if any thing that I can do will make it more so, 
pray let me know of it.”

(405) 14 Jul   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I shall of course be very glad to subscribe to the relief of the Poor, only let 
me know what will be proper for me to give, & I will send it you immediately. 
I wish you could encourage as much as possible the cultivation of Potatoes 
as it is quite astonishing how productive they are. I wish you would send 
me half a Buck by next Sunday’s Coach, to Mr. Rigby’s in Grosvenor Street. I 
am very happy to hear so good an account of the Crops. I sincerely hope the 
weather will be fine for the harvest.”

(406) 17 Jul   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I enclose you £10 if it is necessary for me to subscribe more, let me know 
it & I will send it you. It is quite right that every possible assistance shd. be 
given to the Poor at this time when every thing is so dear. The Mowers are 
very reasonable in their demand, the only danger of raising wages is, that 
it will be difficult to reduce them, when the cause of increasing them no 
longer exists: but I dare say you understand these things much better than 
I do, & will arrange it with them perfectly well. I hope we shall have some 
fine weather at last for the Hay harvest.”

(407) 8 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“Pray call on Mr.Yorke & tell him I am extremely sorry to hear he has been 
so unwell. Tell him likewise that I received his letter & that I am glad to 
hear I have got so good a Tenant for Tebbut’s Farm, I hope whenever he 
comes to Town he will be so good as to call upon me. If the Venison is good, 
I wish you wd. Send me up a Buck. What terrible weather for Hay making. I 
hope you have sold off some of the Lambs by this time.”

(408) 7 Sept   Lord Sackville, postmarked Birmingham, to HG
“I wish you to send half a Buck to Lord Hampden’s in Green Street, 
Grosvenor Square, as soon as you can, & another half Buck a few days after 
directed the same. I have not heard of Mrs. E. Love having been at Drayton 
for a long time; I hope it has not been owing to my not having mentioned it, 
as you may be sure, I shall be always glad for her to go there, & stay there 
as long as ever it is agreeable to herself & Mrs. Gladwell & you. I am very 
happy to hear that Mrs. Etough is better, I hope she will in time entirely 
recover her health & Spirits.”

(409) 20 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I shall not want any more Venison sent to Town but shall be glad if you can 
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contrive to send a Buck by one of the York Coaches directed to directed to 
Sir William Milner’s Bart. Nun Appleton, near Tadcaster, & write me a line 
a day or two beforehand that I may let them know on what day to exepct it. 
When Mr. Yorke returns, I wish you wd. ask him what answer I must give 
to Mr. Lawrey, about the Islip Church.”
[Sir William Milner, 3rd Bart. (1754-1811). For Rev. Lawrey see Letter 414 below.]

(410) 3 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“I wish you would send some Partridges & a Couple of hares to Town as 
soon as you can.”

(411) 6 Oct   Yeats & Brown to HG
“I understand that you had the settlement of the late Revd. Mr Etough’s 
Affairs. We sometime since took the liberty of troubling you with a copy 
of the above Acct. desiring the favour of a Remittance for the Amount to 
which not being favoured with a Reply we fear it has either escaped your 
recollection or may have miscarried. We shall be much obliged on receipt of 
this to be favoured with a Remittance.
Revrd. Mr Etough
8 dozen Old Port @ 26/-				    10.8	
Bottles & Hampers				    1.11
						    
						      11.19

[Endorsed by HG] 
“Oct 8 1795 Sent my Draught by Post to Messrs. Drummonds to pay above 
Account.”

(412) 8 Oct   Lord Sackville, from Lichfield, to HG
“I rather believe I shall dine & sleep at Drayton on Sunday next in my way 
to Newmarket, I wish you wd. mention that to Mr Yorke, in case he shd. 
wish to see me.”

(413) 19 Oct   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I will send you £100 as soon as I possibly can. I hope you understand that 
giving the tenants warning to quit their farms, is merely a necessary form: 
Lord Bateman advised me strongly to have the Estate surveyed, just to 
know the real value of it; of course distressing my Tenants, would be the 
last thing I should wish to do, on their account, as well as my own. Depend 
upon it, nothing will be done, but what is just to all parties, and I flatter 
myself you will make them all understand this. I wish you would send me 
two brace of Partridges & a hare or Two. Pray tell John, that if the Chestnut 
Horse is well, I wish him & the Villiers Mare to be sent to Newmarket next 
Sunday, at all events send the Mare.”
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(414) 22 Oct   [Rev.] S. Lawry [Rev. Samuel Lawry, Rector of Blunham, Beds. 
1782-1806 and Rector of Islip from 1795 until his death in 1806.] from Henlow, 
near Biggleswade, to HG
“I am just returned from East Kent and propose meeting the Parishioners of 
Islip to receive their Tythes and arrange their future payments on Tuesday 
next. Will you do me the favour to present my kindest respects to Mrs 
Etough and acquaint her that if it is perfectly convenient I will take a bed 
at her house on Monday night, & will endeavour to arrive before it is dark, 
but should it be in the least degree troublesome to her I beg she will without 
ceremony tell me so, as I can undoubtedly be accommodated at Thrapston. 
I shall come on horseback & send my horse to any Publick house that has a 
tolerable stable.
I shall be greatly obliged to you to make it known in the Parish that I expect 
the Landholders who pay Tythe to meet me next Tuesday, I will request 
you to fix the hour & place & to order such preparations to be made as are 
customary and that You think proper. I must offer many apologies for the 
liberty I take in giving you so much trouble, but Your polite & friendly 
attentions to me when I took possession of the Living, enduce me very 
strongly to avail myself of your kindness. Mr Rigby enquired much after 
you, I spent some time at Folkestone Camp and left him perfectly well last 
week. I beg my Compliments to Mrs Gladwell and to be remembered kindly 
to Mr & Mrs Fancourt.” 
[Rev. Thomas Fancourt Rector of Lowick 1795-97, when he resigned due to a 
disagreement, see later reference Letter 442. He had only been ordained in 1795.] 

(415) 29 Oct   Ch[arles] Lackington, from Charles St [London,] to HG
“Nothing would have given me more Pleasure than to have seen you and 
Mrs. Gladwell in Town But as we are not to have the Pleasure, I have Paid 
the Inclos’d Bills that to the Bishop of Litchfield is not Due till the 6. of Decr. 
Which I will Take Care to pay in due time. Bessy herd from Mrs. E. Love 
Last week they are all well Except Mrs. [Gros ?] Mr. & Mrs. Tuck was Hear 
About a fortnight Since. She was not well Having a Swelling in her Face 
But was much Better then She had Been, I am Happy to Heare Mr. & Mrs. 
Turner Bares their Loss so well. I have Been at Windsor Last Week for a 
few days. I left My Wife thare and Expect her Home to morrow. Mr Dick 
Remains well. Bessy & Geo Joins in Best Respsts to you & Mrs. Gladwell.”

(416) 14 Dec   G[eorge] Germain to HG
“Mr Pope informs me there has been two of my Fowls stole from the 
Paddocks, therefore My Brother as well as myself wish to have handbills 
stuck up at Thrapston offering five guineas reward detecting the person 
who stole them. The Cock must be described as a Red Chicken with his 
Comb off, and marked in the outward Claw of the right foot. Desire Charles 
Bird to kill the Crooked beak Chicken.”
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1796

(417) 21 Mar   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I enclose you £40 to pay Mrs. Thomas & Turner. I have paid John Brown 
the £20 you lent him so that you will receive that of him when he returns to 
Drayton. I will send some money by the Post tomorrow, I cannot send much 
as I have it not, but as soon as it is in my power you shall have more.
[postscript] I wrote to Ld Bateman some time ago about sending the Mare to 
Drayton.”

(418) 26 Mar   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I want my Grey Horse and Fortune sent to Town; as I am not sure whether 
they are at this moment got back to Drayton or are still at a place near Mr. 
Lee’s at Colworth. I wish you would let Mark know, that he is to bring them 
to London and the other Horses (if they are still in Bedfordshire) are to 
return to Drayton immediately.”

(419) 15 Jun   A list of bills paid at Lowick & Twywell
[All small amounts, the whole amounting to £31.5.1]

(420) 28 Jun   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very glad you have got a good Horse to go to Post. It is a thing that 
has been wanting a very long time. I should be glad to know if you have 
heard any thing from the person you mentioned to me, who was to survey 
the Estate, as the sooner it is done the better, If he cannot come, it will be 
best to procure some other, as keeping the tenants longer in suspense than 
is necessary is wrong. Pray write me a line as soon as you can to let me 
know what has been done about it.”

(421) 4 Jul   Lord Sackville to HG
“As I think the sooner the estate is valued, the better, & as Mr. Hare cannot 
spare the time to do it, I have desired Mr. Lee to write to a Gentleman of 
Bedford, (who has valued some Estates for him, & who is reckoned a very 
clever Man in that line) to know if he can go over to Drayton. As soon as we 
get his answer I will let you know it, & if he can go, when you may expect 
him there. I am glad to hear so good account of the Hay. The weather is as 
yet very favourable for you, & I flatter myself will continue so.”

(422) 9 Jul   Lord Sackville to HG
“Mr. Lee was so good as to write to Mr. Stone of Bedford for me, and I am 
very glad to find, by the letter I enclose to you, that he can spare time to go 
to Drayton so soon. I am sure it is better than waiting till next month, as 
sooner it is settled & the sooner the Tenants are put out of their suspense 
the better. Pray let me have a line from you as soon as Mr. Stone has been 
there.” [It has not been possible to establish with certainty his identity.]
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(423) 23 Jul   Lord Sackville to HG
“The Land Sir W. Pulteney wished to have is near his house, of course I 
should wish to accommodate him about that, but I would by no means wish 
to take away any good meadow Land which may be convenient to my own 
Tenants to give it to one of his unless you see any good reason for so doing. 
If the Venison is fine, I should be glad to have some.”
[Sir William Pulteney who had considerable wealth and land holdings largely in 
and around Bath (i.e. Pulteney Bridge) had at some point acquired the manor of 
Sudborough. He was MP for Shrewsbury and in the mid-1770s had the Shrewsbury 
architect Thomas Farnolls Pritchard, designer of the famous Coalbrookdale Bridge, 
make additions to Sudborough House.He was also the patron of Thomas Telford 
who is credited with making designs for the Rectory at Sudborough. His daughter 
Laura lived for some years there and endowed the school. She became Countess of 
Bath in her own right and when she died in 1803 there was a contest about the 
inheritance. But see later letters.] 

(424) 30 Jul   [Rev.] S. Lawrey, from Henlow, to HG 
“I have rec’d both your kind letters & the Bank notes for £40 very safe, 
and I return you best acknowledgements for the trouble you have had in 
negotiating this business. I think a dinner once a year should satisfy the 
Landholders of Islip. It is not my custom to entertain those at Blunham 
more than once, and I am very ready to pay Mr. Knight what is proposed, 
viz fifteen shillings. Respecting the repairs, I will be greatly obliged to you 
to settle them as you mentioned.
Mr. Rigby left me a fortnight ago. He was then in perfect health & is going 
to Exeter to join his Regiment.”

(425) 7 Aug   HG to Messrs. Drummond, Charing Cross, London.
“Please pay Robert Drummond Esqr. Surviving Trustee under the Will 
of the late Vulliamy deceased the sum of six pounds being two thirds 
of the years interest of £200 at 4 ½ pr Cent due at Michaelmas last from 
the Commissioners of the Kimbolton Road. And I shall be much obliged 
to you to order your Brokers buy me £100 in the new 4 pr Cent the first 
opportunity.
P.S. Pray order the Balance of my Account to be sent to me.”
[Gladwell’s vouchers make it clear that he purchased a considerable amount of stock 
from Drummonds over the years.]

(426) 24 Aug   Rich[ard] Todd, Clerk to Mr. Bramston, from Oundle, to HG
“The Objection written at the foot hereof has been delivered to Mr. 
Bramston as Clerk to the Commissioners for the Inclosure of Brigstock &c. 
in pursuance of the Commissioners Notice.

Richd Todd, Clerk to Mr Bramston
To the Commissioners for Brigstock &c. Inclosure, On behalf of the right 
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honourable the Earl of Upper Ossory I Object to each and every Claim 
made by Sir W. Pulteney, Lord Viscount Sackville, Sir Thomas Hewett, and 
Sanders Tebbutt: to right of Common upon the Walk of Farming-woods in 
the Forest of Rockingham, and also upon Brigstock Common; in respect of 
their Estates in Sudborough.
Farming Woods, Augt. 13th 1796   sign’d Danl. Yorke”

(427) 30 Aug   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I enclose you an hundred Pounds to pay my Subscription to Thrapston 
Bridge and the rest to go to the Stable account. I wish you would tell John 
(the Groom) to discharge Jack Eton immediately. The Venison from Drayton 
this year has been very fine, but not as highly flavoured as usual. I hope 
Mrs Gladwell is well after her little excursion into Suffolk.”

(428) 19 Sept   Lady Glandore, Ardfert House, to HG
“It is a long time since you have thought of replenishing this old Mansion 
with comfortable Strong Beer. You know my brother always allows one 
large cask to be sent to me yearly, & I cannot suffer you to forget it. Pray 
send it off as you can, for we have not one single drop left. Let it go as usual 
to Cork, directed to the care of Mr Charles Casey Merchant.
I intend spending the whole winter here, my beautiful Cousin Mrs. 
Woodcock shares my solitude. Ld. G is at present at Quarters in the very 
extremity of North of Ireland but I hope he will soon be able to return home. 
I had flattered myself with the idea of a jaunt to England this Autumn, but 
I fear our finances, which are none of the best, will not allow us to stir, so 
I must make the best of it. Remember me to your old woman & to Molly 
Thomas. How do you all go on at Drayton? Let me hear something of you. 
Pray let me know exactly the state of George’s health, for I have been 
alarmed of late of hearing but an indifferent account of him.”

(429) 29 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have received both your letters and am with great reason very well 
satisfied with every thing that has been done. Mr. Stone speaks in the 
highest terms of your good management and impartiality towards all the 
tenants through the whole business. It gave me great pleasure that he should 
say so much about it, though I was thoroughly convinced beforehand, that 
you would do every thing that was possible to be done. Lord Bateman 
wishes to know how Mr. Stone valued the Estate. I wish you would write 
out an account of his mode of proceeding, stating at the same time the price 
he put upon different sorts of Grain &c. I think it was quite right to make 
some allowance for the improvements that have been made, by different 
Tenants upon their farms, but the allowance that is to be made to the three 
or four Tenants you mentioned to me when I was at Drayton, must be kept 
a profound secret, or the rest will (& not without some reason) complain. 
I am very glad for your sake as well as my own that the whole thing is 



5. Hon. George Germain, c.1810, attributed to Josiah Slater
(pencil & watercolour).

Charles Sackville’s younger brother.



6. Charles Sackville, when Viscount Sackville, 1795,
by George Englehart (miniature painting).



7. Charles Sackville, when Duke of Dorset, 1811,
by Jean Francoise Marie Huet-Villiers (miniature painting).



8. Caroline Harriet Stopford, 1848, by William Edgley (oils).
Charles Sackville’s niece who inherited Drayton from him when he died in 1843.
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settled, for I am sure it must have been a most disagreeable business. Mr. 
Boodle asked me to day from what time the New Rents began, & I told him 
I believed from this day, pray let me know if I am right.”

(430) 14 Nov.   Lord Sackville to HG
“I enclose you £60 for the Grooms Wages. I quite forgot to write to Pope 
about sending the Strong Beer to my Sister. I wish you wd. tell him of it 
directly.”

(431) 17 Nov   G[eorge] Germain, from Milton, to HG
“I should be glad if you would enter eight horses for me and settle what 
is proper to be done about this new act of furnishing a man and horse for 
every ten horses. I should be obliged to you to let me know how you are to 
act for my Brother.”

(432) 22 Nov   Anth[ony] Gell, from the Cloisters, Westminster, to HG
“If Messrs Drummond are to pay this years fee farm Rent due from Ld 
Sackville to the Dean & Chapter of Wetminster at Michs last viz. £2.2.8 I 
will thank you to send a General order for them to that Effect, also if they 
are to pay that annually due to the Bishop of Lichfield & Covy viz. £9.0.2 on 
the 6th of December.”              
[Endorsed by HG 23 Nov to that effect via Lackington.]

(433) 29 Nov   [A Trust declaration]
“By a declaration of Trust under the Hands of Elizh. Barber Lord Visct. 
Sackville Henry Gladwell and Christr. Smyth – it is stated that £397.3. – 
(part of £1500) was invested in £700 three pr Cent Consols in the names of 
Mr. Gladwell and Mr. Smyth and they were to stand possessed the same. 
Upon Trust out of the dividends thereof to pay the following Annuities to 
the respective persons after named for their respective natural lives, viz:
To Mary Day an Annuity of			   £7
To Susannah Weed   Do.				   £7
To John Patrick    Do,				    £5	
						      £19

After the death of Mary Day to sell £200 part of the stock and out of 
the produce thereof to pay a legacy of £40, to Elizh. Watts of Deane in 
Northamptonshire and the residue to Mrs. Barber her Exors. 
After the death of Susannah Weed to sell £200 more of Stock and out of the 
produce to pay a Legacy of £40 to Mary Smith of Elton in Huntingdonshire 
Daughter of said Susannah Weed and the residue to Mrs. Barber her Exors.
To accumulate the residue of Dividends after what shall be sufficient to pay 
sd. Anns. and invest same in 3 pr Ct. Consol and out of such accumulated 
Divds. as shall not be invested and also by sale of a competent part of 
said 3 pr Ct. Consols and such like Anns. as shall be purchased with such 
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accumulated Divds. To pay off and discharge the sevl. Legacies of £20, a 
piece to Catherine, Giles, Ann and Robt. Four of the Children of John 
Patrick, £10 to Elizh. youngest of the three daughters of John Barber late of 
Thrapston Draper and £5.5 to Miss Peele of Castle Street Holborn as and 
when the same shod. become payable.
As to the overplus of said £700 Stock and such further Stock as should be 
purchased, with such accumulated Dividends and of the monies arising by 
sale thereof (if any)
In Trust for Mrs. Barber her Executors &c and to transfer the same as she or 
they shod. direct reserving a competent part thereof to answer the payment 
of said Annuity.”
[This refers to the will of Mark Day of Lowick, who died in 1794 (see Letter 7).]

(434) 24 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“I shall be glad if you will send up some game once more, as I have promised 
to give some away. There has been rather an unpleasant dispute between 
Mr. Boodle and Mr. Stone; if you have happened to keep any letters of Mr. 
Stone’s relative to the agreements he drew up for the Tenants I should be 
glad if you would send them to me. I shall likely be at Drayton in a few 
days, as I wish to speak to you on the subject.”

(435) 26 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“Should there be any letters come to Drayton for me on Tuesday, pray take 
care to send them to London by the same days post.”

(436) 24 Dec   HG to Messrs. Drummond
“I shall be much obliged to you as soon as convenient you will be so good 
as to order to be paid to Messrs. Crofts & Co. the sum of £244.8.1 ½ and to 
be placed to the Credit of Lord Viscount Bateman. And at the same time 
order to be paid to Messrs. Crofts & Co. the sum of £225 and to be placed to 
the Credit of Lady Viscountess Bateman.
When the above sums are paid be so good as to order the Balance of my 
Account with you, to be sent to me.”
					     £244 8 1 ½
					      225 - -
					     469 8 1 ½
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1797

(437) 3 Jul   Hen[ry] Rutter, from Lincoln, to HG
“You will excuse I hope the Liberty I take in soliciting the favour of you 
to inform me whether a Lease of the Water Corn Mills, the premises 
belonging thereto in Islip, have been granted to Mr Thomas Squire of Islip, 
he commenced on the expiration of the present Lease, formerly granted to 
Mr Peter Collins. I shall only add as an Apology for giving you the Trouble 
of an answer that the Reason for my Enquiry is that a Worthy Lady of this 
City, a Daughter of Mr Collins & in indifferent Circumstances, is entitled 
to a fourth Share of the present Subsisting Lease under the Marriage 
Settlement of her Father, & consequently proportiantly interested in the 
renewal of it & it is hoped can be considered in that renewal whether it is 
already or whenever it is granted.”

(438) [Enclosed with the letter is a sheet watermarked 1794]
3d May 1737 Lease for 99 Years – Water Corn Mills &c and the Ground 
whereon Mr Squire’s house is built. Expires 1836
Mem: 31st August 1744 Mr Squire settled the Water Corn Mills upon his 
Daughter when she married Peter Collins, and their issue.
Mr Squire purchased of John Collins the Son ¼ part thereof. Do. of Geo 
Collins, another of the Sons ¼ part more thereof.
Mrs Ward the Daughter has ¼ 
Peter Collins another Son the other ¼ 
At the Expiration of the above Term, Mr Squire has the whole Term in him.
29 Sepr 1763 Lease for 99 Years from this date
1862 Expires.
[Endorsed by HG: Ansd Aug 9 1797]

(439) 17 Jul   Charles Arbuthnot, from 21 Lower Brook St, to HG
“Lord Sackville has given me leave to apply to you for some Venison & I 
shall be very much obliged to you if you will send some to Mr. Bouveries 
Berkeley Square London as soon as he sends to you a letter written by 
me to you which I gave to him for that purpose. It will be in the course of 
next Month that you will receive the letter. If in addition to the Venison 
for Mr Bouveries you could without inconvenience send a little to Mrs. 
Macwilliam, Privy Garden, you would do me great favour, but I don’t in the 
least desire it if you have not plenty to spare. Should you however be able to 
send any to Privy Garden I wish it may be that part of the buck which you 
may the least want, & that with regard to time you will act entirely as may 
best suit you.
[postscript] I hope you have had the goodness to settle about my Stables.”

(440) 17 Jul   [Rev] S. Lawrey, from Henlow, to HG
“I was out yesterday when Mr Jacksons letter arrived the contents of wh. 
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I presume you know. He applies to me for the Curacy of Islip & writes me 
that he has mentioned all particulars to you. I beg you will acquaint him 
with my Compliments, that I can take no steps till I hear from Ld Sackville. 
I should be much obliged to you to acquaint me whether Mr J. will be in all 
respects eligible should an alteration take place.”
[Rev. Joseph Jackson was at Lowick 1797 and then held also Islip from 1812 until 
his death in 1815.]

(441) 3 Aug   Lord Bateman to HG
“Mr Fletcher was here yesterday, if it approved by Ld Sackville I have 
agreed on my part reckoned to have the Rushden Estate for Five Hundred 
& Twenty Five pounds £525 a year to have a Lease.
This is to be clear of all Taxes, whatever now or to be laid. One for Quit 
Rent Repairs in short it is to be clear Rent of £525 without aany Deduction 
whatever. I should have been very sorry Mr Fletcher had not been our 
Tenant. He seems a very Gentlemanlike & well behaved Man.”

(442) 5 Aug   B.C. Turner to HG
“I recd. Yours, & I am very happy to hear that you and Mrs Gl are in good 
health. I am afraid Mr G. will never be able to do his duty again. They have 
taken a lodging at Hampstead & go to it next week. They desire their best 
respects to you. I see Mrs Chapman yesterday she will be much obliged to 
you if you will tell Mrs Thomas she will not be down till Tuesday, she is 
very well. The Venison was very fine & good. I hope your next will be a 
little longer. I was disappointed in having so few lines from you, what have 
you done with your Villain of a Parson. I hope you have humbled him. It 
hurts me very much to hear that you have been insulted, by such a Mocker 
of Religion. I hope you will not suffer such an Infernal set of Rascals to treat 
you ill. Pray let me hear soon from you, as it will make me very happy. We 
had a most Dreadful Storm last Sunday morning. I hope it did not reach 
you. It Thunders at this Time very Loud.
[Postscript] I have been obliged to open the letter as I forgot to mention to 
you that my Lord says you had better send me money for the Parish as it 
is to the Country Account. It cost £4.4s.1d but if you like to write to him he 
will pay me. I shewn him the Bill when I settled the months Account.”
[Endorsed by HG that he sent a draft to Drummonds.]
[Mr G is Mr Gardner, already referred to by Turner, letters 92 & 229. The villain of 
a parson is almost certainly a reference to the Rev. Fancourt (See Letter 414).]

(443) 7 Aug   Joseph Coles, from Buckingham, to HG
“On the 2nd of this Month I received an Order from My Landlords Agent 
at Buckingham to Quit the Mill & Premises which I now Occupy at a Lady 
day next, which makes me very desirous to know what my Landlords have 
in prospect to do with me, and on what terms they propose to Let the Mills 
on in future. Therefore if thou canst give me some satisfactory information 



196	 The Letters of Henry Gladwell

I shall esteem it a very great favour. For thou knowest that it is necessary 
for me to know whether my Landlords intend that I should continue in 
the Mills or not, or whether they Absolutley mean that I should Quit them 
at the Time propos’d. Thou knowest by my former Letter, that I shall be 
willing to take them in their present State provided the rent is According, 
and do the necessary repairs myself at such convenient times as it may suit 
me best, or om any other reasonable terms my Landlords may think proper.
I hope my Landlords do not propose to put me out for I hope I shall allways 
be enabled to pay my Rent without any trouble, for it would be a very great 
Disappointment to me and my Wife who are but newly settled and have a 
prospect of a family of Children.
I should be glad to have the pleasure of waiting on thee at Drayton Park, 
if thou thinkst it would answer any good purpose that so we may have an 
Opportunity of conversing the matter over together, for thou mayes plainly 
see that it leaves me in a very awkward situation in the way it now stands, 
so that it would be a very great relief to my mind if the matter was settled 
Satisfactorily on all sides. I hope thou will excuse my taking so much 
freedom in troubling thee with my Letters, but I believe it is my duty to my 
self and family or else I should not be so free. If thou please to favour me 
with an answer as soon as conveant thou wilt very much oblige.”

(444) 19 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should be sorry to take any Steps about Mr. Fletcher’s Farm without first 
consulting Lord Bateman upon the subject, & knowing what it would be 
agreeable to him, for me to do. I have therefore written to him, to mention 
what you say about it, and as soons as I get his answer I will let you know 
of it. I enclose £50 for the Stable account. I wish you wd. send me up some 
Venison.”

(445) 23 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“As I had nothing to do with letting the Farm at Rushden, but trusted 
entirely to Ld. Bateman, who understands it so much better than I do, I 
should not think it necessary for me to do more than he does; at the same 
time I should be very happy to have it in my power to accommodate Mr. 
Fletcher in any way. I shall very likely see Ld. Bateman in the course of the 
summer, and will talk to him more upon the subject, as I shd. wish to be 
guided by his advice.”

(446) 25 Aug   [Hon.] E. Bouveries, from Sevenoaks, to HG
“I enclose you Mr. Arbuthnot’s letter, and will be obliged to you to send the 
Venison on the seventh of September to Berkelely Square.”
[With Arbuthnot’s note enclosed.]

(447) 9 Sept   Chr[istopher] Smyth, from Northampton, to HG
“After I had sent your Govm Certificates, I found that in the Power of 
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Attorney to Messrs Drummond the witnesses that saw you execute it had 
not put down their place of abode & quality, as is desired at the bottom of 
the Power of Attorney. I have therefore sent it you back with the order that 
you may rectify the omission, & that you had better send them to Messrs 
Drummond or Mr Boodle.”

(448) 11 Sept   B.& M. Turner to HG
“My Lord has desir’d me to write to you, to send him some more Venison. 
As he sais you have some more very fine to Kill. I have the pleasure 
to inform you his Lordship continues the same way as in my last & my 
Dear Wife arriv’d safe in town, & returns you my hearty thanks for the 
Friendship your good heart & will has been to her during her stay in the 
Country, which I hope I shall with gratitude acknowledge as long as we 
live. I have sent you the receipts as you desird. Mr Thomas paid the money 
at the delivery, & every thing is settld. Corporal Calloway has just dind with 
me. He is in good health, & happy to hear you are both so well. He hope the 
Dogs are well & your Gun in good order for without a good Charge, you 
are not in a Condition to go out a Sportsman. The Corporal desires you will 
take care that the Touchels is in good order, and clean, as he is Sensible the 
General, was always fond of a Clean Gun.”
[It would appear that William Callaway from Stoneland has joined the militia 
volunteers.]

(449) 5 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I wish you would send me another Buck to Town. I never saw such fine 
Venison as I have had from Drayton this year. I wish you to give the 
enclosed to Chas. Bird, it is from my Brother. Pray let me know whether 
the building at Lowick is finished. Have you heard or seen any more of Mr. 
Fancourt & has Mr. Hawes preached again?”

(450) 25 Sept   Tho[mas] Meads, from Buckingham, to HG
“I take the liberty to mention to you to let you no that Mrs Emerton is ded 
is land tenant and hir sin mich exsedes her in the bisness asked Me for the 
barken wich I told him that I ad noe obgeksen a gainst him but I should a 
Quaint you with it Furst but he semes avery steady at present. If you please 
to send Mee aword Mr Coles semes to think that hee shall have the Mill and 
do the Repares is self but I think the Landlord ad beter put tem in Repares 
is self. I flater my self that if the House put in Good Reapres ther wod be 
plenty of tenents for them. If Mr Coles should not like them hee semes very 
diseres to me the Rent hee asked Mee if Mr Brampton told mee but I told 
him that Mr Brampton cold not tell at present. There as bin some damage 
dun by the flud at the Mill.”

(451) 13 Oct   Lord Sackvillee to HG
“I am glad to hear the house at Lowick is ready & fit for the reception of the 
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Children. I hope to be at Drayton in about ten days, & we can then settle the 
best mode of employing them. I am sure you will be glad to hear that I have 
received a letter from Mr. Fancourt, informing me that it is his intention to 
resign the living at Lowick immediately.”
[This refers to the setting up of a House of Industry in the house next to the charity 
school. There are bills for spinning wheels etc.]

(452) 30 Nov   J. Bramston, from Oundle, to HG
“As no claim has yet been delivered to the Commissioners for Raunds 
Inclosure of Lord Sackville’s Property in Raunds; the Commissioners have 
desired me to write to you to request you will send the same to me on or 
before the tenth day of December next, as they have ordered the Claims 
to be then published; You will please to state in the Claim whether the 
property is Freehold or Copyhold.”

(453) 2 Dec   A draft statement from William Yorke to HG
“I claim in the Open and Common Fields of Raunds in the County of 
Northampton belonging to Charles Lord Viscount Sackville 1A 3R 7P of 
freehold Land belonging with the usual Conveniencies thereto belonging 
dated this 3d day of Decr 1797
H. Gladwell, Agent for Lord Sackville
To the Commrs upon Raunds Inclosure

Mr Ys Comps to Mr Gladwell and he will Copy the above and send it to 
Mr Bramston. Mr G must be certain whether there is any more Land, he 
apprehends Mr Beeby Rents it and can give any information requested.”
[Together with HG’s fair copy of the same]

1798

(454) 1 Mar   Frances Hunt, from 34 Great Pulteney Street, Golden Square, 
London, to HG
“I have received your letter of 25th inst with the Enclosed Account of 
the Money you pay to Lord Bateman. I shall be glad if you will have the 
goodness to send me a particular & separate Statement of the Amount 
of Moiety of Taxes from Michaelmas 1796 to Michaelmas 1797 & also the 
Moiety of the Money expended in Repairs for the last ten years. Be so good 
as to send as soon as possible which will very much oblige.”

(455) 11 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I suppose you must enter ye horses that are now in use, & likewise describe 
those that are at Grass in the Park. I am very glad to hear that Mrs. Gladwell 
is better.”
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(456) 13 Jul   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have been out of Town or shd. have answered you sooner. I have no 
objection to your subscribing £20 for me to the Cavalry. Pray send me a 
Buck to Town as soon as you can.”

(457) 13 Aug   Herries Farquhar &Co. from London to HG
“We are favoured with your letter of yesterday enclosing Mr. Germain’s 
draft on us for One Hundred Pounds, in return for which we send you 
herewith according to your desire five £20 notes as at foot.” 
[With list of note numbers.]

(458) 14 Aug   R[ichard] Todd, Clerk to Mr. Bramston, from Oundle, to HG
“I am desired by Mr. Bramston to inform you that Lord Sackville’s 
proportion of the first Rate made on account of the public Expences 
attending the obtaining and carrying into execution the Act of Parliament 
of the thirty fifth year of his present Majesty’s Reign, for the Inclosure of 
Brigstock and Stanion, and Sudborough Green, &c amounts to £3.4s.1d 
which the Commissioners request may be paid to them at their Meeting 
which will be held at the Talbot Inn in this Town, on Monday the third day 
of September next.”

(459) 15 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very sorry the Tenants are still grumbling about their rents. I think the 
best way will be, to let the Gentleman who surveyed Tebbut’s Farm for me, 
survey the Farms of those Tenants who have given warning to you of their 
intention to quit, (without informing them of it) and if Mr. B-‘s valuation 
corresponds with Mr. Stone’s, the sooner those dissatisfied Tenants take 
their leave, the better pleased I shall be; if he is of opinion that Mr. Stone has 
over-rated the value of their farms, it will then be time enough to consider 
what abatement will be necessary to make. You will be so good to take care 
that this second survey is as little known in the country as possible, and at 
all events that Mr. B-‘s valuation should be kept a secret. Pray have it done 
immediately, as some decided steps must be taken, or we shall always be 
plagued by their complaints, & Let me know the result as soon as possible.”
[And a postscript] “I certainly do not wish to oppose poor Tebbut, you must 
therefore (for this year) make him what allowance you think proper & 
after that, we must come to some arrangement with him by which he must 
abide.”
[Mr B is a surveyor named Bloodworth.]

(460) 27 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should wish you by all means to accept of Mr Tebbutt’s resignation of his 
Farm, as he seens determined to grumble & be dissatisfied and I shall be 
very glad for him to quit it. I hope Mr Bloodsworth will survey the Farms 
as soon as he conveniently can. I shall be obliged to you if you will send 
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up a Buck, so as to be in Town the first of September. My Brother will be at 
Drayton on Saturday next.”

(461) 1 Sept    Lease document for Manor of Woodford for 21 Years
[A long document reciting the terms of the lease between Henry Beauchamp Lord 
St John Baron of Bletsoe, Beds. and Lord Viscount Sackville “in consideration of 
the Yearly Rent … Fishery and liberty of fishing in the River Nene … the liberty of 
hunting shooting coursing hawking and sporting … to appoint a proper Gamekeeper 
… from 10 January for 21 years a yearly sum of £21 on two days, 10 January and 
10 July.”]

(462) 5 Dec   Geo[rge] Brumwell, 3 Paper Buildgs, Temple, [London] to HG
“Lord Sackville alts Stone 
The Plt having submitted to take the Money paid into Court, we shall not 
have Occasion to give you any further Trouble in this business. I will be 
obliged to you to send me an Account of your Expenses, of your Journey to 
Town last Summer, to be examined as a Witness when the Tryal was first 
held wch I hope we shall be allowed agst the Plt.”
[There seems to have been some disagreement about Stone, the Bedford surveyor’s 
charge, which ended up in Court.]

(463) 10 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am sorry to hear that the Tenants are still so discontented. I shd wish Mr 
Bloodsworth to survey all the Farms as soon as possible but in a private 
manner, & without letting anybody know how far he may differ with Mr 
Stone in his valuation, before he begins. I hear from my brother that you 
have had a great deal of uneasiness about it, which I am very sorry for, but 
I will certainly be at Drayton in a very short time & will then take some 
decided steps to get the burden off your shoulders. I wish you to send me 
up some Venison to be here on Thursday or Friday next. Pray tell John to 
send Spider up to Town immediately. Mr Arbuthnot & I shall be at Drayton 
to dinner on Friday next.”

(464) 1 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG [envelope cover only]

(465) 9 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG [ditto]

(466) 9 Oct   B.C. Turner to HG
“I received your account of the Taxes but you did not send the Amounts 
of the Assess’d Taxes, which is the Principle thing that is wanting, & the 
Collector has sent a printed paper to be Filled up & signed by the Collector 
in the Country, what the Assessment comes to for the year, I will send your 
Gunpowder by to morrows Coach, am happy to hear Mrs G & you enjoy 
your health, am glad to hear Mrs G & Box is to her Liking, you will be so 
good as to send the papers back as soon as you can. Mr Germain desires 
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you will tell Charles Bird not to feed the Cocks much on Friday, as he & Mr 
Ongley will be at Drayton to dinner that day.”

(467) 11 Dec   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“The Venison was very good, but I shd not wish to have more than half 
a Buck sent up at a time. Turner spoke to me yesterday about his Wages 
which are due to him; he says he wrote to you about them but not having 
heard from you since, he is afraid the letter may have miscarried. I suppose 
you will soon want the Papers which you sent me with an account of the 
Land Taxes; whenever you do, let me know, & I will send them to you.”

(468) 15 Dec   B.C. Turner to HG
“I received yours this morning, & have left it with Mr Boodle, who will 
have it all properly settled, you have told me that you received the Bottle of 
Liquid safe for the marble Chimney piece & when you have made a tryall of 
it, I have got the receipt for the Paint, I paid Mr Thomas £9.13.6 For it, when 
you send me a Draft for my Wages be so good as to put £25.14.0 down, that 
being the money coming to me after taking £1.19.6 for my years rent out of it, 
every thing is very quick here but very anxious to hear a good account of the 
Gasconading Hero & his Canditte, there is some good prints in town. I wish 
you was here, it must make you both very happy to read such Loyalty as is 
shewn all over the Country, God Bless you Both
I had Liken to Forgot to thank you for the Trouble you took in writing the Bill 
of Fare for me, I am very sorry I was not with you to enjoy such a Jolly Scene, I 
now in return send you some Lines from a Transparency in Bond Street

Gallant Howe first led the Van
St Vincent acted like his Son
Duncan made the Dutch to Pine
And Nelson did the French Subdue
Peace in the Spring
Will make us Sing
God Bless great George
Out Noble King”

(469) 16 Dec   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honor to inform your Lordship that this morning I sent Mr 
Boodle your Rentals of the half year ending Michaelmas 1797 and my 
Account Book and Vouchers made up to October the 9th and at that time I 
have a Balance of Rent &c of £783.1.13/4 due to your Lordship from me.”

(470) 28 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“I enclose you £10 as I wish you to begin giving Soup to the Poor People the 
same as last year. I believe I shall be at Drayton soon & if the hard weather 
continues I will give you more money to go on with.”
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(471) 15 Feb   Lorne, from London, to HG
“I should be much obliged to you to enquire in what room at Drayton 
my hunting things are, and to have them packed up and sent to Melton 
Mowbray as soon as possible. My Groom is going there and can perhaps 
carry some of them.” [Lorne has not been identified.]

(472) 4 Mar   John Mortimer to HG
“I gladly Imbrace the Opportunity of Sending this to London by Mr Lewis 
Oldmaster Lewis sone the church Clark, who live butler with Lord Rodney, 
& have takin Care in the morning for the latter day, he have brought the 
house that was his fathers, that goin out of the family at his Death, it’s the 
house upon the Down if you Remember, there uste to be two high Elms 
grow before it, weather he will take it down or Only Repair it, I Cannot tell 
yet. I have had a good Job this winter in Olltering the house name bucher 
Webb did live in your time for the Revd. Mr Rowley, he is goin to marry to a 
good fortene, he is the youngest Sone of Sr Joshua Rowley. His two Brothers 
that belong to the Neavy are latly Marryed, one of them marryed Mrs 
Gibbses Daughter that she had by Marten, She had been marryed before 
& her husborn left hir four Children, Sir Wm is out with his Reigment at 
burry as yet, but is Expected that will be Remov’d soon, I hope my Dear 
Frinds this will find you Both in good helth as bless god this leve Me & My 
Sons. My Mother desires hir best Respects to you & Mrs Gladwell, hope 
you are both well She have been very Sadley during this long Snowy bad 
winter but is better, I had a letter from My sone Wm. About a fortnight 
ago he was then well at Gibalter. My sone John & his wife writes with me 
with their best Respects, also My sone Jams & pore Worterman desires their 
duty to you both & give you Many thanks for your kindness, I gave pore 
Worterman A Shiling a week, it hapned in a very Cold Snowey time after 
he had Receved all he Came to My house & beg’d I wo’d give his duty to 
you & Mrs Gladwell & hope I wood tell you what a great Releafe it had been 
to him when you Come to Town I shall tel my daughter Know to Come to 
you as I Intend to give the half Guinee to hir, towards hir sons Scooling.”
[The Revd. Joshua Rowley married Mary Scourfield in April.]

(473) 12 Mar   HG draft letter with no name attached. 
“I Received yours of the 24 Instant and enclosed Messrs Staffords & 
Pashellers Draft on Sir James Esdaile & Co for £60, Being one years Interest 
due at Lady day 1798 on the Thrapston Road due to Lord Sackville. As the 
Draft is one Month after date I am afraid that his Lordship will not approve 
of my taking of it. I must beg of you for the future, if you send me a Draft, 
not to let it be so long after the date before it becomes payable.
[a note at the bottom]
Mar 12 1799 Recd of Mr Cobb Treasurer of the Thrapston Road ½ a Years 



	 Letters	 203

Interest on the Thrapston Road of £1044 4 pr Cent due March 1791
Mar 24 Recd of Mr Godby £60 being one Years Interest due at ady day 1798 
– 1500 4 ½ pr Cent.”

(474) 30 Mar   Lord Sackville to HG [cover only]

(475) 30 Mar   [Lady] Eliza[beth] Bateman, Shobdon Court,  to HG
“Lord Bateman sends this Cattle to Lord Sackville who desired Mr Knight 
to buy them for him and they were obliged to be sent now, the one of them 
being so near calfing. Lord Bateman desires Mr Gladwell to let him know by 
the post if they arrive safe; and will settle with Lord Sackville the purchase 
of the Cattle and their travelling expence when he sees Lord Sackville in 
London. I hope Mrs Gladwell is well. We propose being in Town in little 
more than a fortnight.”

(476) 3 Apr   [Lord] Bateman, Shobdon Court, to HG
“I have sent as Lord Sackville desired three Cows in Calf for him to 
Drayton, they will be there in the course of a Week from this time. The Man 
had Money from me, and I will settle the Account with Lord Sackville for 
the Price of the Cattle and the Expences on the road to Drayton when I see 
him in London.”

(477) 15 Apr   [Lord] Bateman, Shobdon Court, to HG
“I am informed that the Cattle which were sent from this Country are turn’d 
out without any shelter. They have been us’d to very different Treatment 
and too valuable not to be taken the greatest Care of. They should be hous’d 
at night and fodder’d Night and day till there is Plenty of Grass for them, 
as the very particular Treatment they have been us’d to has made them as 
valuable as they are.”

(478) 17 Apr   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I am glad to hear the Cows are safely arrived, but as they are of great value 
they must be kept under shelter at night & constantly fed night & morning. 
I think you have done very well to dispose of the land to Mr Burton. Have 
you got any Lambs yet? It is bad weather for them.”

(479) 3 May   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I am sorry to say I had entirely forgot to answer that part of your letter 
in which you mention the return of poor Elderkin from Hospital. I would 
of course wish you to do for him whatever can make the remainder of his 
life comfortable, and soften (as much as possible) whatever he is doomed 
to suffer. If there is any thing he wants, or any particular kind of food that 
will be better for him than another, I shall be glad it should be provided for 
him; in short I cannot do better than leave it entirely to you to do whatever 
you think best about it. I wrote to you about a week ago from Colmworth, 
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to beg to know which of the Cows had calved, & likewise to say I wished 
the calves (whether Bull or cow) to be kept, as the sort were valuable. As 
I have not had an answer yet, I begin to fear my letter did not reach you, 
pray write me a line & let me know about them. I am glad the Ewes & 
Lambs have done so well. I hope Mrs Gladwell & Mrs Love are both in 
perfect health & spirits. I may very possibly pass a night at Drayton in the 
course of three weeks.”
[Thomas Elderkin was one of the estate labourers. He lived on until 1801.]

“Monday. I have this morning rec’d yr letter. Pray let great care be taken 
that no Bull gets near the Cows, as I intend to send them to one of the same 
breed as they are.”

(480) 2 Jul   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I do not intend to part with the Bull Calf. I think you had better send the 
Cow to Wooburn; write a Note by the Man who takes her, to the Duke of 
Bedford’s Farming Man, to beg she may be put to the same Bull the others 
were, and after she has taken the Bull, the Man may bring the three Cows 
home together. I was sorry to hear of Mrs Seamark’s death.
[postscript] Enclosed is the Plan of a Cow House. Shew it to Lockington & 
see if he understands it: if he does I wish you c’d get an estimate made of 
the expence of such a building.”
[Frances Seamark buried Lowick 30 April 1799, aged 90. Her service at Drayton 
went back to the time of Lady Betty Germain and she became housekeeper to Lord 
George Sackville.] 

(481) 16 Jul   Lord Sackville, Stratford Place, London, to HG
“I intend being at Drayton to dinner tomorrow with my brother. I suppose 
we shall be there at half an hour after six & shall sleep there tomorrow night. 
I should like to see Mr Yorke (if he can make it convenient) on Thursday 
morning to talk to him about the Islip enclosure.”

(482) 23 Jul   Sir George Robinson, Cranford, to HG
“Sr, George Robinson will be obliged to Mr Gladwell if he will direct the 
Keeper at Drayton to bring in the Venison which Lord Sackville is so kind 
to order for him on Tuesday Augt 7th. The reason of Sr G.R mentioning so 
distant a time is that he wishes to have it at Cranford upon a particular 
occasion that day.”

(483) 24 Jul   Lord Sackville, Stratford Place, London, to HG
“If you have not yet sent the Cow to Wooburn, pray get a Man to take her 
immediately & let him bring the three back with her, after she has taken the 
Bull.”
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(484) 26 Jul   Ch[arle]s Arbuthnot, London, to HG
“Tho’ I have not yet spoken to Ld S on the subject I am sure he will allow 
me to send for a haunch of Venison, which therefore I shall thank you to 
direct to S. Rolleston Esqr Lord Grenville’s Office Downing Street.”
[Lord Grenville was Foreign Secretary and later Prime Minister.]

(485) 5 Aug   [Lady] Eliz[abeth] Bateman to HG
“Lord Bateman has received the leases you sent him, but before he signs 
them it will be necessary that you send us the last expired lease of Mr 
Fletcher, and to know if the Rectory of Rushden is vested in Lord Sackville, 
Lord Bateman and me and also the tithes of Higham Park containing 500 
acres is included in these leases which land does not appear to be our 
property and it seems that Mr Fletcher has great power over the Tithes 
that my Lord was not acquainted with nor did he know anything of the 
Cottages, which must be cleared up to us.”

(486) 16 Aug   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I was in hopes that the Lambs w’d have got fat by the side of the Ewes & 
I very much fear if we keep them till Michaelmas they will be too old for 
Lamb & we shall get nothing for them, therefore pray sell them if you can 
get a tolerable price for them. I shall be glad if you will send me a Buck 
every week & let me know how long the season is likely to last.”

(487) 31 Aug   [Lady] E[lizabeth] Bateman, Shobdon Court, to HG
“My Lord and I have this morning signed Mr Fletchers Lease which we 
shall send in a Box that will arrive in London on Friday the 6th of September, 
and I shall give directions to have it sent from Argyll Street directed to you 
at Drayton, pray let me know when you receive it. You have sent a very good 
Plan of the Buckinghamshire Estate and I shall be obliged to you for sending 
me word when that Lease will expire. I have kept Mr Fletchers old lease.”

(488) 11 Sept   Andrew Hotson, Sudborough, to HG
“I am informed that you are Cutting down a Tree in Peggling which was 
damaged some time ago by Lightning, as it hath never been determined 
whether it belonged to Lord Sackville or Mr Pulteney I discharge you from 
medling any further with it, till such time as it be fairly determined by 
Competant Judge who it does really belong to otherwise it may bring on a 
Law Suit between Lord Sackville and Mr Pulteney, which I am persuaded 
will be very disagreeable to all partys. I shall meet you upon the spot any 
day you shall appoint.”

(489) 22 Sept   Lord Sackville, London, to HG
“I shd. be glad to have some game sent up immediately. Have you got Mr 
Fletcher’s Lease, as Lady Bateman has written to ask if I have signed it.”
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(490) 29 Sept   HG to W[illia]m Yorke
“Mr Barrett has been with Sir Thomas [Barrett] since you have been gone, 
but nothing has been done about the Tythes. I find Sir Thomas wants eight 
pounds a Year more than what Saunder Tebbut gave: Mr Barrett wishes 
much to see you on the subject and beg that you will let him know when 
you return and he will come to you. I have sent you his address. I shall be 
very happy to hear that Mrs Yorke and you are returned in perfect health.”

(491) 14 Oct   A document recording a bond for payment of an Annuity of £400 
pr Annum half yearly from Lord Sackville to Thomas Squire; a note that it was 
enrolled in Chancery on 19th Oct.

The terms are that Squire “Did bargain sell Assign All that Messuage 
Tenement or Mansion House situate and being in the Parish of Islip 
aforesaid erected in and upon part of a Close called the Hermitage Close 
next the End of Thrapston Bridge and adjoining to the river Nine or Nen 
theretofore in the Tenure or Occupation of John Squire and then the said 
Thomas Squire … Together with all and singular the Houses Outhouses 
and buildings then chiefly consisting of one large Warehouse two 
Compling Houses and dwelling House adjoing One Brewhouse and two 
Stables one Coach House … All those water Corn Mills situate and being in 
the Parish of Islip aforesaid commonly called or known by the name of Islip 
Mills with the Dwelling House Outhouses Barns and Stables thereunto 
belonging And also the Holm between the Mill Dam and the Back Brook 
containing by Estimation One Acre Together with the Dam banks Gates 
Water Sluices and Lowshot thereunto belonging And also a piece of Arable 
Land and Ley Ground next the Way leading from the Mill Tail to the End of 
Islip Town containing by Estimation five Acres And also all that Wind Mill 
commonly called Smock Mill with the Stones and going Gears thereunto 
belonging &c.”
[Endorsed by HG] Mr Squire’s Bond delivered to me Oct 13 1809
[Attached to it a receipt for £800 dated 13 Oct signed by Thos. Squire. This refers 
to the property of Thomas Squires at Islip, which included a house, later known as 
Islip House, and the wharf from which coal had been purchased over the years.]

(492) 6 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“Mr Lee will let me have a Sow in Pig & two Pigs. I wish therefore you wd. 
send a cart to fetch them immediately.”

(493) 21 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Shobdon Court, to HG
“I am glad to hear that all the owners of Land in Islip field have agreed 
to sign the petition to Parliament. I intend passing a week or ten days at 
Drayton the beginning of next month. I believe that Mr, Mrs & Miss Rigby & 
my brother will meet me there. Pray let Mrs Thomas know this, in case any 
preparation should be necessary as there will be six or eight horses there, & 
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I should be sorry to diminish your present very small stock of Hay. I wish 
(if it is to be found) that you would buy me two or three Loads of old hay & 
about three quarters of old Oats. You must begin distributing broth to the 
Poor; I should have written to you on that subject before, but yesterday & 
the day before the roads in this country have been already impassable. Ld 
Bateman would not wish letting a boy go to Leominster with the letter.”

1800

(494) 25 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“I enclose the other part of the Bank Note. I am very glad you have been 
able to get the manure out.”

(495) 1 Feb   Lord Sackville from Milton Abbey to HG
“It is about the time to begin planting & I wish you would let me know as 
soon as you can, which kind of trees you can get in that country & what 
will be necessary for me to send you from London.”

(496) 6 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I enclose you a letter I have recd. about Elm Bark. I wish you wd. go to 
Kimbolton & see Mr. Welstead, thank him from me for the trouble he has 
been so kind to take & talk to him on the subject. If you think you can 
dispose of it advantageously, you must arrange as you think proper, about 
cutting the trees down. Let me hear from you as soon as you have seen 
him.” [Charles Marion Welstead lived at Great Staughton, near Kimbolton. He was 
one of the Commisioners for the Islip Inclosure in 1800.]

(497) 10 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very glad you contrived to see Mr. Welstead so soon, and got his 
opinion of the value of the bark. Of course the Men will continue cutting 
the trees as fast as possible without attempting to take the bark off, as it is 
found to hurt the timber. I wish you to send the enclosed note, as directed, 
& let them wait for an answer. I shall be at Drayton the latter end of this 
week. You had better let the tops be taken off the trees as soon as you can, 
as the timber will then be ready for sale. Mr Hart is a famous Man for 
draining ground, & I want to take his advice about the Park.”

(498) 1 Mar   Diana Glandore, from Dublin, to HG
“It is a long while Gladwell since you were so good as to inform me that 
the beer should be immediately sent, but we have heard nothing of it. Let 
me know whether it actually set out & on board what ship it was put. It 
is a serious loss to Ld. G. as at Ardfert we cannot compass getting good 
beer. We arrived here for a meeting of Parlt. but as, notwithstanding the 
strongest opposition that ever was known, I do believe the Union will at 
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last be carried. I hope to see you in my native land next year. Ld.G. talks of 
taking a house in London, but I am frightened at the account I have heard of 
the taxes & expense of residing there. However, I suppose we must attempt 
it, tho’ he is so much attached to Ardfert, & is doing so much to the place, 
that he will certainly not give up Ireland, & we shall have a pretty constant 
expense in journies backwards & forwards. I hope I shall find you & your 
old woman in good health, to whom I beg to be kindly remembered, as well 
as to Molly Thomas &c. Pray write soon & tell me the fate of the beer as I 
am very anxious it should be ready for him against his returning to Ardfert 
early in summer.”

(499) 12 Mar   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, to HG
“Pray let me know whether the farming Man (whom I expected to have 
arrived at Drayton ten days ago) is yet come. I wish likewise to know 
whether Mr Hart has sent you the Mole Plough. If he has not, you had 
better write to remind him of it.”

(500) 20 Mar   Lord Sackville to HG
“I wish you would send the youngest Bull Calf to Mr. Lee’s at Colworth, as 
soon as you can. I believe I shall be at Drayton the middle or latter end of 
next week. I am glad you approve of the farming Man. I hope he will answer 
our purpose. I think of advertising the sale of the trees for the second week 
in April. You had better sell the fagots immediately. I wish you could set the 
Plough by the middle of next week as I shd. like to see it work.”

(501) [Undated]   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am sorry there is any difficulty about advertising the sale of the Timber, 
but it cannot be remedied now, as I have already put it into the London 
papers. I have written to Mr. Walter to desire he will be at Drayton some 
days previous to the sale; and if you cannot get it into the county Papers 
more than once between this & the 11th of April, I think you had better get 
some Hand Bills printed & have them stuck up at Northampton & other 
places. I understand that the People who have undertaken the grand 
junction Canal, want to purchase any quantity of Elm Timber. If Mr. Yorke 
could contrive to inform them of it, it might be very useful.
The Sale to be advertised in the following manner:

Timber
A large quantity of Elm Timber to be sold on Friday & Saturday the 11th & 
12th of April, at Drayton near Thrapston, in Northamptonshire.
Drayton is two miles from Thrapston at which place there is a Timber 
Wharf.
Pray have it done immediately.”
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(502) 1 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have heard from my brother that Mr. Yorke & you had still thought of 
agreeing with the Man who offered the making of the Fences in the new 
Inclosure. There will of course now be no occasion for that, as the Farming 
Man is on the spot constantly to overlook the Workmen, & the work will 
certainly be better done, than it would be, were we to agree to do it by the 
great.”

(503) 9 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG
“I did not return to Town till last night, or should have written to you 
before. I think the Advertisement will do very well. Mr. Walter I suppose 
is at Drayton before this time. Pray write me word what he says of the 
timber & whether you have as yet disposed of the small wood. The Mole 
Plough might be used with great effect after all this rain. I wish you would 
write again to Mr. Hart, to say I was much surprised at his having so long 
neglected sending it & that I beg he will come over to Drayton immediately 
& begin Draining.”

(504) 21 Apr   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, to HG
“I am sorry you could not sell the Trees, but I suppose it was owing to its 
being Passion Week that People did not come. I shall see Walter next week 
at Newmarket & settle with him when the sale had better be advertised 
again. I am glad you find the Plough answer so well. When do you expect 
the Cows to calve. I hope the young Bull is separated from them.”

(505) 21 Apr   [Lady] E[lizabeth] Bateman, from Shobdon Court, to HG
“As we do not intend going to London, Lord Bateman desires that when 
you pay the money you used to pay us in London, you would pay it into Mr 
Devaines, taking out of it the five guineas Lord Bateman used to give you 
and the two guineas from me. Lord Bateman is, I think, better than when 
you saw him in London but we both think it best for him to remain in the 
Country. I shall therefore not have the pleasure of seeing Mrs Gladwell in 
Town who I hope is well.”

(506) 3 May   Diana Glandore, from Dublin, to HG
“I have just received an account of the Beer having been found in the 
stores at Cork, the mistake in the direction occasioned its not being sent 
to us, & we never should have got it but for the paper you enclosed me. I 
beg as a particular favour that you would go or send to the shopkeeper at 
Thrapston, from whom I purchased several things when at Drayton. I am 
shocked at finding that I neglected paying his bill. I received a Letter from 
him a few Posts ago which I intended answering immediately, but when I 
came to look for it, to find his name, I searched in vain. According to my 
usual carelessness I had lost it. Now Gladwell, I depend on you for seeing 
the Man immediately & telling him how much ashamed I am of having so 
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long neglected settling his account, but that if he will draw on me I will pay 
it without delay. I am very glad to find that my old friends at Drayton are 
well. I beg to be kindly remembered to them all, not forgetting your dear 
old woman. Lord G. is in Kerry. I do not expect him to return here till the 
Union bill passes the Commons, & that his attendance is required in the 
Lords. In less than two months I fancy we shall be united to the Mother 
Country.”
[The Act for the Union of Great Britain and Ireland 1801]

(507) 10 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should have answered your letter before, had I been able to see Walter, to 
ask him what he thought the lowest price I ought to ask for the Timber, but 
though I am expecting him to call on me every day, I have not yet seen him. 
Mr. Yorke told me it would be necessary to pay £250 to the person whom I 
purchased the Islip Mills, as you are to be in Town so soon, if you have the 
money, I wish you wd. pay it to Mr. Yorke & I will repay it you when you 
come to Town.”

(508) 12 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have seen Walter, & he is going down to Manchester, he will return by 
Drayton. I wish therefore you would let Mr. Squires know that if he will 
send a person over to meet Walter at Drayton on the 10th of June, he will 
endeavour to make a bargain with him for all the Timber we can spare. 
If you are absent at that time, you need only mark the trees that will be 
wanted for fencing.”

(509) 4 Jul   Lord Sackville to HG
“I cannot conceive what Mr. Hart means by sending two Plough of the same 
sort. If the Farmers wd. buy the second Plough, it would be the best thing 
they could do. I hope you are in the middle of your Hay harvest now, and 
what charming weather you have had for it. I suppose you carry it the day 
after it is mowed. Pray let me know whether the Persons who are buying 
the timber have been to Drayton again. I think the sooner the bargain can 
be struck the better.”

(510) 17 Jul   Lord Sackville, from Bristol, to HG
“I wish you wd. write me a line to let me know whether the Hay harvest is 
over & whether there is great quantity. It must have been got in well, the 
weather has been so favourable. Has Marlow sold the Lambs yet? I should 
be glad likewise to know about the timber; whether the Person who has 
agreed to purchase it, has been at Drayton again. Did Walter write to you 
about getting some high Wheels made for the purpose of carrying the 
timber out of the Park? He wrote to me about it some time ago, but I quite 
forgot to mention it till this moment, so perhaps he may have explained it 
to you.”
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(511) 25 Jul   Lord Sackville, from Bristol, to HG
“I am glad to hear the Hay harvest is over & that you have a good crop. Give 
the Thrapston Volunteers a brace of Bucks. Keep enough for the Persons 
who always have Venison from Drayton. Send Mr. Lisle two half Bucks 
in the course of the season, & the rest you had better write to Turner to 
dispose of, as I do not believe I shall want any myself. They ought to begin 
drawing the Timber out of the Park now as it would do no harm at present, 
& if you let them they will not think of removing it, till the Autumn, when 
they will cut the Park most terribly. I am much disappointed the Lambs not 
having been sold, as I thought they would have been fast several weeks ago. 
My illness was nothing, but an accidental rupture of a small blood vessel, 
which is now quite healed again & of no consequence. Let me know if the 
same People take all the timber off yr. hands.”

(512) 14 Aug   John Cooper Horton, from Brook Street, to HG
“Your parcel containing the Book &c is safe arrived. Mr. Boodle desires me 
to thank you for your information about the Venison and as he is obliged to 
leave Town for a fortnight or perhaps longer, he will postpone having it up 
till his return when he will give you a line.”

(513) 8 Sept   E[lizabeth] Bateman, from Shobdon Court, to Mrs Gladwell
“Having heard from Mr. Hanbury that Lord Sackville is now at Drayton 
I shall be very much obliged to you for informing Lord Bateman and me 
particularly how he does, having heard nothing about him since he was 
so good as to write to me himself from Bristol, and a letter I had from his 
Brother in London, when Lord Sackville was intending to go to Brighton. 
I wrote to Doctor Milman who had mentioned to me his having a little 
degree of Fever when he went to Bristol and he sent me word he had heard 
nothing of him at Brighton where he said he went all but well, and that it 
was a place on account of its gaiety he should not have recommended to 
him. I will not trouble Lord Sackville with enquiries, but in your giving me 
an answer to my enquiries about him, you will much oblige.”

(514) 20 Sept   Edw[ard] Boodle, from Brook Street, to HG
“Inclosed I send you a Certificate of Lord Sackville’s being charged in the 
Parish of Marybone for the whole of his income Tax for the year ending the 
5th April 1801, which I hope you will find effectual with the Commrs. of the 
Kettering Division.
By the Thrapston Coach which leaves Town Monday I shall send you your 
Account Books & Rentals from which I observe that there is a decrease of 
Rental of Michs.1798 from that the preceding half year of £105-2-1. I cannot 
conceive this decrease to have arisen from the new survey because altho’ 
there is an abatement to that amount upon the whole Rental, yet some of 
the Rents are increased. The building the Mill House has been an expensive 
article, but if ever it can answer to a Landlord to possess a Mill this is just 
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the time, for it never let to such advantage as it will do now. With the Books 
& Rentals I shall send an Abstract of both Mr. Yorke’s & your Accounts 
which I will trouble you to give to my Lord when he passes the Accounts, to 
keep by him, as it will make them more intelligible to him.
I hope your neighbourhood experiences none of the disorder which prevail 
just now in the Capital, & which keep the Volunteer Corps to close duty, I 
trust however that by a continuance of the same precautions which are now 
taking, all will subside without Bloodshed or any serious consequences.
Accept my best thanks for all your care about the Venison & be so good as 
to make my grateful acknowledgements to my Lord, for his kindness to me 
on this as well as on other occasions.
Pray tell Mr. Germain that I was favoured with his letter altho’ not until 
after he left Town, & that I will take care about his Income Tax.
[A postscript] I have delivered your note to Mr. Egg.”
[Durs Egg (1748-1831), a Swiss born gun maker; settled in London 1772; made 
guns for George IV. A set of rifles made by him and used by the militia are still at 
Drayton.]

(515) 21 Sept   W[ilia]m Yorke, from Thrapston, to HG
“I came Home about eleven at Night on Friday, just as I was going to write 
to you on Saturday to say I wd. dine at Drayton this day. I had the great 
mortification to see his Lordship pass by, and soon after which Mr. Tookey 
informed me the cause of the sudden departure from Drayton which I 
cannot but say hurt me very much and now Particularly as I find there is 
little Prospect of his Recovery.”
[Lewis Robert Tookey (17773-1810), Surgeon of Thrapson. He married the Rev. 
Etough's daughter Catherine in 1799]

(516) 22 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I got to Town without the least difficulty or much fatigue, and am in every 
respect a great deal better than I had any right to expect to be. The enclosed 
came under cover to me at Drayton.” [No enclosure with this now]

(517) 30 Sept   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, London, to HG
“I enclose you a £50 Bank Note - £20 of which money you lent to John Brown 
- & the other £30 to pay for the Oats which were bought for my Horses. Mr. 
Chas. Ellis has written to me to enquire about a place called Harrowden 
(which I suppose you know). I enclose to you the things he wants to know 
about the House, Grounds, &c. I wish you would be so good to ride over 
there some morning, look over the House, Garden, &c. and give me your 
opinion of it. I am very much better than I was, when I first came to Town, 
and flatter myself I am mending gradually every day.”
[Harrowden Hall. Great Harrowden, which the Fitzwilliams were thinking of 
leasing.]
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(518) 2 Oct   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, to HG
“I should be glad if you would send me up some game now & then.”

(519) 3 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“I wish you wd. answer Marlow by saying, that whilst he remained in my 
service, I did every thing in my power to make his place comfortable & easy 
for him, but as my endeavours were vain & as I dislike having dissatisfied 
People about me, I must decline his offer of taking him back. I understand 
from my Brother that Worthingtron declines my proposal of giving him 
half a year’s Rent to quit his Farm immediately. I am sorry for it, as it is 
impossible to let him remain on it, not only for my own sake but his; for 
he never can pay his Rent, & he is hurting the Land very materially. If he 
quitted now, the half year’s Rent & the money that I should pay him for 
his Stock, farming Utensils, Dung, &c. might enable him to take a small 
farm, whereas staying till he is obliged to quit, & being then forced to pay 
his whole Rent, will leave him without a guinea to go on upon. However it 
is his own affair. I pity the Man sincerely, but I cannot permit him to spoil 
my land & pay no Rent for it. Therefore if he persists in refusing the offer 
I make him, you must acquaint Mr. Yorke of it, & he will give him proper 
warning to quit (I suppose) at Lady Day. 
I continue gradually mending & hope I shall soon be able to take the air.”

(520) 9 Oct   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, to HG
“I should be obliged to you to let me know whether the new inclosure is 
begun in Islip field, as the time is now past when Mr. Yorke told me the 
Commissioners wd. have done their part of the business. Mr. Ellis is eager 
to know about Harrowden. I wish you would ride over there, as soon as you 
conveniently can.
I shall be glad to have some Game sent up every now & then, & I wish you 
would let me know how many brace of Bucks have been killed out of the 
Park this year. I am getting better.”

(521) 24 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“I thought the day Mr. Yorke rode with you & me, to shew us the land he 
thought wd. be allotted to me, that we agreed there wd. only be occasion 
for a fence on one side of the road; & certainly if the land that joins the road 
belongs to me, there will be no necessity for a second fence, as it would not 
only make the expense greater, but likewise do harm to the road. I have no 
objection to your taking down the middle & outside Row of small Beech 
Trees, which you say are dead or dying, but I think it will be best to take 
down only every other tree of the larger ones, near Lowick Avenue. If you 
want Rails for the enclosure, I think you may contrive to find an Elm or two 
in the Park that wd. not be missed. I am surprised to hear that we cannot 
get rid of Worthington till next year. I thought a much shorter notice was 
sufficient, but how the Man himself can be so blind to his own interests, I 
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cannot conceive. I wish you would send me up Mr. Mansfield’s Bill. I hope 
Mrs. Gladwell will invite her Sister to Drayton as soon as she wishes for 
her company, which I think must be about this time, as the Evenings are 
getting long. Pray tell her so from me.”

(522) 5 Nov   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, to HG
“I enclose a £5 Bank Note & two of one Pound each & a seven Shilling Piece, 
which I shall be glad if you will pay to Mr. Mansfield, being the amount of 
his bill, for medicines, sent to Drayton for the Servants, & for attendance 
on Bland’s wife. My own Bill is a separate account, and I will send it to him 
in a day or two. I hope the enclosure is going on very fast. What charming 
weather for planting the Quick. Pray let me know if most of the Trees are 
out of the Park. I suppose the Road remains as it was to the end of the 
Clumps of Elm, but I wish to know, whether it is to be changed from thence 
to the Turnpike road, the way Mr. Yorke proposed (over the Hill) or to run 
through the bottom. I saw Mrs. Love in Town & was very glad to see her 
look so blooming & gay. I hope she got safe to Drayton.”
[Quick is hawthorn used for hedges The road is the original way from the Thrapston 
road across what had been the Islip Open Fields. It remains as the former old drive 
to the house, called (for reasons unclear) the Red Road.]

(523) 6 Nov   Edw[ard] Boodle, from Brook Street, to HG
“Lord Sackville has had a claim made upon him to a very unexpected 
amount for his share of the expences of the Islip Inclosure – no less a 
sum that £1003, & which Mr. Yorke informs me is independent of his own 
particular expence of fencing his own Allotments, which I understand 
from his Lordship is going on under your direction by Contract. In order 
therefore that he may know every expence that has attended and may 
attend the Inclosure his Lordship wishes you would let him know what the 
fencing of his entire Allottment will cost, and how much of it is already paid 
by you, as it will be necessary for him to provide for the whole expence out 
of his Capital, and not take it out of his Income, which in that case would 
be unequal to his annual expences. I am happy in being able to assure you 
of my own observation that Lord Sackville’s health is considerably mended 
within the last three weeks or a Month, altho’ he is not quite so well today 
as he was yesterday, owing to the unfavourableness of the weather.”

(524) 8 Nov   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, London, to HG
“I am afraid (on recollection) the Fence must be put on each side of the road, 
otherwise there must be gates across the road to divide the fields, which 
wd. make the approach to the House very inconvenient. If there must be a 
fence on each side, I should think it shd. be placed close to the Ditch that is 
there now, which will be quite wide enough. I continue mending though by 
very slow degrees.”
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(525) 23 Nov   Lord Sackville, from Langley, Croydon, to HG
“I have had another Letter from Mr. Lawry offering me the Islip Church 
Lands, but I have written to inform him that Mr. Yorke has now so laid out 
my Farms, that I cd. not accept to them without a great deal of expence & 
trouble. I am very glad to hear that the enclosure is likely to be finished 
before Christmas. Pray let me know if you have held the Audit at Drayton 
yet. I am anxious to know how much you got for the remainder of the 
Lambs. Shall you be able to get Timber enough out of the Park, to complete 
the quantity of Posts & Rails that will be wanted. I think you had better 
write to Mr. Salmon about the Plough, & explain to him the mistake Mr. 
Hart made about it. Wood Ashes are remarkably good manure for Grass 
Land. If you could give a trifle to the Cottagers for bringing their Wood 
Ashes to Drayton, & have them scattered about the Park, you wd. find 
benefit from it. You had better have the dead leaves collected & thrown into 
the Cow House & Barn Yards; they make very good manure. What have 
you decided to do about the two Cows that are not in Calf. Did you receive 
my letter last week about them.”

(526) 24 Nov   Edw[ard] Boodle, from Brook Street, to HG
“The inclosed Note of Messrs. Drummond’s for One thousand & 
three Pounds will enable you to pay Lord Sackville’s proportion of the 
Commissioners call upon the Proprietors of the Islip Lands for the expences 
of the Inclosure. Should his Lordship’s share turn out to be a little more 
than £1003, you will be so good as to pay it & let me know the amount 
which I will immediately pay to your account at Messrs. Drummond’s. 
You will also be so good as to let me know the actual expences incurred in 
fencing my Lord’s allotments as provision is made to answer those expences 
without taking them out of his Lordship’s annual Income, but then he will 
expect remittance from the Rents of the Estate without which the supplies 
for his Quarterly expences will be very different.
You will send me the Commrs. Receipt for the Islip Expences by which I 
shall know that you have recd. the inclosed Note.”

(527) 27 Nov   E[lizabeth] Bateman, from Shobdon Court, to HG
“I was very sorry to find Lord Sackvile had been obliged to leave Lord 
Gwydirs and return to London with a good deal of Fever, to be under 
the care of Doctor Milman, since which Lord Sackville has been kind to 
write to me himself, and assures me his bad Symptons are gone off, but is 
so convinced of the care necessary he should take of himself that he will 
certainly consider himself as an Invalid for a long time and be as careful 
as possible. I need not say how much Ld Bateman & I, have, and all those 
who had a regard for him, long wished he would have given up that 
odious riding himself race Horses, but ‘tis in vain now to talk of what he so 
dreadfully has experienced the side effects. Mr. Germain wrote me word he 
was to return to him last week and would then give me an account of him, 
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but young People are apt to flatter themselves, and as I imagine you have 
frequent accounts from his Servants how he goes on, I shall be obliged to 
you for sometimes letting me know their accounts. I do not know whether 
you are acquainted with Mr. Smith, a very sensible Lawyer, who Lord 
Sackville knows, and is a great friend of Lord Bateman’s and mine, and 
happening to be here lately I shew’d him the Plan of the Buckinghamshire 
Estate which he thought most accurately drawn, but that the Estimate of 
its value was vastly under rated. I shall be obliged to you for informing me 
when the lease is out, and the present rent will then be much increased in 
value. Pray let me know how long ago it was let. I hope Mrs. Gladwell is 
well. Lord Bateman is pretty well in health, but infirm in his walk, and his 
Eyes very indifferent. He goes out every day airing, which I think better for 
him than being in London, and the air much better. 
[Postscript] I do not think Ld & Lady Glandore will come to England this 
year. Miss Herbert is with her father in Ireland.”
[Peter Burrell became Baron Gwydir in 1796. He lived at Langley Park, Beckenham. 
Lady Bateman’s reference to Lord Sackville riding in horse races is the clearest 
indication in the correspondence about this activity (see Introduction). The lawyer 
Mr Smith is of course Christopher Smyth.]  

(528) 20 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Stratford Place, London, to HG
“I have just seen Mr. Boodle, who has desired me to say, he shall be glad if 
you will send him an account of the money you have advanced from the 
Inclosure. I am sorry to hear it take so much more timber than you was 
aware of, to complete the Fences & that the Person who contracted with 
you for making them, has been so dilatory, as Mr. Yorke told me in the 
beginning they wd. certainly be finished by Christmas. I have thought of 
going soon into Bedfordshire, in which case, I may very possibly go over to 
Drayton some morning. I do not want any Venison at present. Pray is the 
Cow House finished? I have sent some Cases of Rice by water. As soon as 
you get them, I shall be obliged to you to let me know.” 

1801

(529) An Account of the Land in the Occupation of the Right Honourable 
Viscount Sackville in the Parish of Slipton and Lowick, late Rented by Mr 
Jarvis Worthington 1801.
[Lists the closes with acreages; pencil notes as to whether cultivated or grass; 127a-
3-7 in total.]

(530) 12 Jan   Edw[ard] Boodle, from Brook Street, to HG
“I hope you have heard from Messrs’ Drummond that I have paid them 
£420 on your account being nearly the sum expended by you on the Islip 
Inclosure. As you will probably soon see (if you have not already seen) 
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my Lord at Drayton I have less to say to you on the subject of any supply 
towards his Lordship’s annual expences, he himself, intending to speak 
to you about it, but as you know how materially his London Income is 
lessened by redeeming the Land tax charged on the Northamptonshire 
Estate, it will be obvious to you that his Lordship’s expences here cannot 
be supplied without the aid of the surplus Rents of that Estate after 
answering the ordinary out-goings from it, and that if any heavy deduction 
is to be made from those Rents on account of any extraordinary Repairs or 
Improvements, those extra charges must be provided for by other means, & 
not out of the regular Income.
You are so good as to say you will send me some Doe Venison if I please. 
I shall be much obliged to you to do so whenever it happens to be most 
convenient, and sincerely wishing you & Mrs. Gladwell a happy Century.”

(531) 14 Jan   HG to Boodle
“Messrs. Drummonds have informed me that you have paid to my Account 
with them £420. I am happy to say my Lord has been so well as to come here 
the other day and I informed his Lordship that it would not be in my power 
to remit you my Money this half year as the Bills and other disbursments 
here that I have paid have been very high from most of the articles being so 
much dearer than usual and I wish to keep enough Money by me to answer 
every demand made on me weekly for the Inclosure and other weekly 
payments that I am call’d on to pay.
I have done myself the pleasure of sending to you half a Doe a Pheasant 
and a Hare. Mrs Gladwell writes with me wishing you every happiness.”

(532) 16 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
[envelope cover only]

(533) 18 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
[ditto]

(534) 25 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am glad you had the Cottages surveyed. I think what the Farmers offer 
to do, is very fair on their part, & I expect that between us, we shall make 
the Houses very smart. The expence will not be so great as I expected. I 
will send you the money whenever you wish to have it. Mr. Sneyd has 
hired a labouring farming Man for me, who according to the description he 
gives me of him, will be very useful to you, as he understands all kinds of 
farming, fence making and cattle, & besides that, is a very responsible Man, 
who formerly was in a better situation. He is to board in the House, so I 
think he had better sleep in one of the Rooms that were made for the Stable 
Men. I expect he will be at Drayton in about a week. As soon as you have 
seen him, let me know your opinion of him.”
[Walter Sneyd (1752-1829) of Keele Hall, Staffs.]
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(535) 25 Feb   Lord Sackville, from Bedford, to HG
“I think you had better buy some wheat for the use of the family at Drayton. 
My Brother & I have some thoughts on paying you a visit there Sunday next. 
If we do, we shall be there about two o’clock & remain there till Monday.”

(536) 28 Mar   Lord Sackville to HG
“I hear the Oil was sent last Saturday. Pray let me know if you have received 
it, & whether the Cows like it, as in that case I must send some more. Mr. 
Boodle informs me that some Clergyman in the neighbourhood of Drayton 
wishes to pay him a larger sum for tithes. I wish to know who it is. If you 
have heard nothing of it, ask Mr. Yorke.”

(537) 30 Mar   Lord Sackville to HG
“As the Cows have not eat for 4 days, I suppose they have lost their condition 
very much. I do not know what ought to be done with them, but I believe 
there is always some difficulty in getting Cattle to eat even the Oil Cake, 
which after a little time they grow so fond of. I should think if you was to 
give them the bran alone first of all, then mix a very small quantity of the 
Oil with it, they might be brought to it be degrees. I suppose there are no 
Oil Cakes to be brought in the Country. Let me hear from you again in a 
few days. You will be glad to hear that I have at last heard from a farming 
Man, & that I am in hopes I shall be able to get him.”

(538) 29 Apr   E[lizabeth] Bateman, from Shobdon Court, to HG
“We do not intend going to London this year and I suppose you will be 
there next Month. I write this to desire when you pay our money that you 
will deduct from it five guineas from Lord Bateman’s for yourself and two 
guineas out of mine for yourself. Lord Bateman though better that he was, 
is yet not in a state of health to undertake a long journey. I have not heard 
from Lord Sackville a good while but was glad to be informed his Journey 
to Newmarket had not hurt him.”

(539) 6 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“My Brother & I shall be at Drayton either Saturday or Sunday next.”

(540) 18 Jun   Lord Sackville, from Barrington, Burford, to HG
“I wish Mr. Hart to see the Buckingham Estate that he may judge what 
draining is necessary & what expence it will be to do it. I shall not be in 
Town again for some time, or I should have liked to have met him there, 
but as it will be right that somebody should be with him, to shew him the 
Land, I wish you could contrive to settle a day with him & meet him there 
yourself. I think the Cows well sold, pray let me know the weight of them. 
You had better pay for the Mole Plough & Mr. Hart & I will send you the 
money down as soon as I return to Town.
[Endorsed in HG’s hand] 1801 June 10 the young Cow weighed 57/9 at 10s pr 
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stone, June 17 Oldest Cow killed weight 58/5 at 10s pr stone.”
[Barrington, Gloucestershire, the home of George Talbot, 3rd Baron Dynevor.]   

(541) 26 Jun   Lord Sackville, from Winchester, to HG
“You must enter seven horses as before & my Chaise & Cabriolet.”

(542) 30 Jun   Lord Sackville from London
“I wrote to you from Winchester as soon as I got yr. letter & am surprised 
you have not received my letter. It was merely to say that you wd enter 7 
horses a Curricle & Post Chaise. Pray let me know what you settled with 
Mr. Hart at Buckingham & what he thinks the expence will be, of draining 
all the Farms. What charming weather for getting in the Hay.”

(543) 3 Jul   Lord Sackville, from London, to HG
“It was my intention that Mr. Hart should undertake the draining of the 
Buckinghamshire Farms, but I wished him to see them first, that I might 
inform Lord Bateman of the probable expence. In your last letter you tell 
me, that most of the Tenants have paid their Rents, but that you have only 
received £886.19.7, This I do not understand, as the half year’s Rents ought 
to amount to a much larger sum. I am sorry you have been stopped in Hay 
making & I am afraid we are likely to have more rain.
I suppose you found the land in Buckinghamshire in dreadful condition.”

1802

(544) 4 Jan   [Lady] Eliz[abeth] Bateman, from  Shobdon Court, to HG
“Lord Bateman received your Letter yesterday and desires you will pay the 
money due to us, as usual to Mr Devaynes. I am sorry to find you do not 
go as usual to London as I was in hopes of hearing from your seeing Lord 
Sackville how you thought him in health, about a fortnight ago he wrote 
me word that owing to a cold he had catched which obliged him to apply 
to Sir Francis Milman for advise who had quite removed his complaint, the 
weather is so intensely cold if you hear particularly from his Servants how 
he is, I wish you would let me know. In the last Letter I received from Lady 
Glandore she expresses great ease of mind as she tells me, in having very 
nearly completed the payment of all her debts, says she has cleared all those 
she owed in Northamptonshire and should very soon pay off all those 
she owed in London which she says had been she must own, shamefully 
numerous, I wish she may not deceive herself in thinking (as she mentioned) 
that Sixty Pounds is all she now only owes there, and I fear that a gay winter 
in Dublin where she proposes going this month with Miss Herbert, will not 
help to clear those I should fear her owing in Ireland. I think Lord Bateman 
is lately, better than he has been of sometime, though he continues unable 
to walk without help. I hope this weather agrees with Mrs Gladwell and 
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think it lucky for the poor about Drayton that she remains there instead of 
going to London. I wish her and you a happy new year.”

(545) 8 Jan   HG to Messrs. Drummond
“You will be so good as to order to be paid to Mr Devayne & Co £300.2.2 ½ 
And order them to place it to the Account of Lord Bateman And at the same 
time please to order to be paid to Mr Devayne & Co the sum of £225 and 
place it to the Account of Lady Bateman. When paid be so good as to order 
the Balance of my Account with you to be sent to me, and you will oblige.”

(546) 8 Jan   HG to Lady Bateman
“I have the honor to inform your Ladyship that by yesterdays Post I Recd 
yours of the 4th Instant, and today I have wrote to Messrs. Drummond to 
pay to Mr Devayne & Co. £300.2.2 ½ and to be placed to the Acct. of Lord 
Bateman with them, And at the same time I ordered Messr. Drummond to 
pay to Mr Devayne & Co. the sum of £225 and to place to your Ladyships 
Account with them, being your half years Pin Money to Christmas last and 
your Ladyships half years Exchequer Annt. to Michaelmas last. I was under 
much alarm about my Lords health having heard that Sir Thomas Millman 
had thought it proper that his Lordship should be let blood having a Cold 
but Mr Germain informed me that he never saw better Blood and that his 
Brother was perfectly free from the complaint that he was affected with 
some time ago. I have the pleasure to add that I have since heard from my 
Lords Servant that his Lordship was very well and looked better. We are 
very happy to hear that Lord Bateman is better and may his Lordship long 
continue so are our most sincere wishes. I inform your Ladyship that Lady 
Glandore has paid her debts here, but what her Ladyship owes in London,I 
am quite unacquainted with but I hope she has satisfied all her Creditors. 
We have had much snow here with an intense Frost and many sick people.”

(547) 12 Jan   [Lady] E[lizabeth] Bateman, from Shobdon Court, to Lord Sackville
“My Dear Lord, I always wish to agree with you in what you think proper 
and therefore if Mr Gladwell thinks it ought to employ Mr Mead to raise 
the stone for draining the Buckingham Estate it should be done directly, 
and paid out of his half years Rent as Mr Gladwell judges that to be best, 
but I suppose it will be proper that Mr Smiths Surveyor when he makes 
the Estimate for repairs should attend to the land having been properly 
drained which seems the first thing necessary. The weather is intensely 
cold; I hope it will not disagree with you no more than it seems to do with 
Lord Bateman. Pray take care of yourself, and believe me as truly as I am, 
Very affectionately, Yours E. Bateman.
[postscript] I hope my Brother is with you, and beg to be kindly remembered 
to him.”
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(548) 15 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“I send you back Mr. Hart’s letter & likewise enclose you one from Ly 
Bateman [i.e. the letter above] in which she agrees for Mr. Mead to pay the 
Men for digging the Stone. Be so good to keep that letter.”

(549) 15 Mar   Chr[istopher] Smyth, from Northampton, to HG
“I received the favour of your letter, I have looked into the Declaration of 
Trust, by which I find there must be now eleven pounds in hand of the 
surplus dividends, and therefore with this surplus & twenty nine pounds 
which Mrs Barber will advance, she will pay the forty pounds legacy to 
Mrs Watts, for she does not intend having any of the stock sold. Mrs Watts 
may receive the legacy as soon as she pleases, & if she should apply to you 
for it be so good as to inform her so, and direct her to apply to me. The half 
years annuity which had been due to Mrs Day before she died must be paid 
to her Executor or administrator. The Legacies that now remain unpaid are 
Ann Patrick’s & Robert Patrick’s of £20 each & Miss [Fules] of five Guineas, 
& the two forty pound Legacies to Mrs Watts & Mrs Smith.
I will let you know what Mrs Barber would have done with the surplus 
dividends in future.”
[Together with HG’s reply 24 March]
“I was favoured with yours of the 15 Instant I have stated in my Letter of 
thid day an Acct of the Money that I have Recd of Messrs Drummonds on 
Acc and PrCent and you will find a Balance of £9.11. 10 in my hands. I am 
informed by the person that was with you the other day about Mr Mark 
Days Legacy that you will remit the money tht is to be paid to Mary Watts 
to Mr Yorke and if it is agreeable to you I will pay the £9.11.10 to him. The 
Annuity paid once a year becomes due on or about the 23 of July. You will 
see that Messrs Drummonds always remitted to me £21 about that time. 
There is still a small surplus due to Mrs Barber which I will account to her 
after the next payment.”

(550) 27 Nov   Lord Glandore, from London, to HG
“I am much obliged to you for the game you sent me, which was very fine, 
and if you can spare me any more, to be so good to address it to No.68 St. 
James’s Street. 
I was happy to see Lord Sackville much recovered, two days ago.”

(551) 29 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
[Envelope cover only]

(552) 10 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Harley Street, to HG
“The melancholy account of my Finances at Drayton has disappointed me 
a good deal, as I am much in want of money & hoped for some assistance 
from that Quarter.
The balance is against me £20.8s.1 1/4d besides which, I owe you on my 
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private account £67.11s.1d (exclusive of what you have paid Freeman (which 
I suppose you have repaid yrself) – I do not quite understand how the 
£415.4s.10d. (which Clarke has received) has been paid, whether you have 
paid that sum yourself or whether it is still to be accounted for. It appears 
that you have paid Mr. Yorke (since the Audit) £54.3s.6d. for ½ year’s Rent of 
the Farm & again the same sum on the first of December to Clarke which I 
do not understand. I suppose it must be for two separate half year’s. You say 
you have £244.0s.7d in hand, from the New River Shares. I wish therefore 
you would pay yourself, out of that, the £20.8s.1 1/4d due on the balance 
of yr acct & likewise the £67.11s.1d. due to you on my private Account 
(independent of Freeman) & send a draft for the remainder to Mr. Boodle. 
I have had so many disappointments of late in money matters, that if I do 
not get a supply from some quarter, I shall get into debt, which I cannot 
bear the ideas of. I wish you would look over the Estate & see if there is 
any Timber, which could be cut, without injuring our Annual supply. I 
shd think in the different Woods some might be found, which might be 
spared without injury to the Estate & which wd. prevent the difficulties 
that threaten me. You forgot to mention about the weight of Oil Cake that 
has been sent by Waggon. I hope your Supply has been regular of late & 
that the Oxen are thriving. I am getting better every day.”
[Lord Sackville has taken the lease of No.52 Harley Street, and this is to remain his 
London home for the rest of his life. Clarke is John Clarke, presumably the farming 
man who has been hired. His origin and personal details are unclear.]

(553) 13 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“I thought Mr. Shepley sent only 500 Cakes at a time, which would weigh 
short of twelve hundred weight, but I suppose he sent more last time, as 
they had missed so often. Clarke of course sees them weighed when they 
are delivered from the Waggon. As soon as you can get in the Bills, & can 
know what money it will be necessary for you to keep, I should be glad 
if you would write me word, as I am very much in want of money, and 
Mr. Boodle has none to supply me with. I hope therefore you will be able 
to spare some of what you received at the Audit. I have been out in my 
Curricle the last three days and am gaining strength rapidly. Miss Herbert 
is going to be married to a Mr. Kircher an English Gentleman of tolerable 
good fortune.”
[Miss Herbert is one of the daughters of Henry Arthur Herbert of Muckross, but it 
has not been possible to find a record of the marriage or identify which of the two 
daughters she is. “Mr Kircher” has not been identified.]

(554) 13 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have only just time to say I have received the draft safe.”

(556) 15 Dec   HG to Edward Boodle
“As Lady Bateman has sold her share in the New River Office I keep my 
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Lords dividn by itself and not let it interfere with her Ladyships & other 
parties. His Lordships Moiety to Midsummer last is £244.11.7 he ordered me 
to pay myself £87.19.2 out of that sum and send to you a Draft (the balance) 
which I did interest to my Lord for £156.1.5 payable to you as Bearer being 
the Balance of the £244.11.7. Will you be so good as to acknowledge the 
Remt of my Draft for £156.1.7 being the Balance of the ½ a Years Divd due 
from the N.R.O. to Midsummer last.
Will you like to have any Venison sent to you, the Does will not be better 
this season than at this time. 
I hope Mrs Boodle your self and little Family are all well. Mrs Gladwell 
writes her Compliments.”

(557) 23 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“It is with concern I have to inform you of the death of poor Ly. Bateman. 
She expired about twelve o’clock last Monday night. I am happy to say 
without appearing to suffer the least pain. She is a great loss to everybody 
who knew her, and it will be particularly felt by the Poor who depended 
on her, for I believe she did more good & more kind things than any body. 
She has left her place at Chiswick to Ly. Caroline Damer. She has left an 
Annuity of £300 to Miss Herbert, of £80 to Miss Ward, of £50 to Mr. Nares 
& several Small Annuities to her Servants. To Mr. Nethercote a legacy 
of £200 & £60 pr. Annum for the joint lives of himself & his Wife. To her 
housekeeper £60 pr. Annum the Remainder of the lease of her House in 
Town & all the Furniture &c. in it. Mr. Hugh Smith & Mr. Allen Executors & 
myself Residuary Legatee for my life & afterwards to my Brother absolutely. 
- £1000 to Ly. Glandore, £1500 to my Brother, £1000 to each of Mr. Nare’s two 
Daughters, £500 to a Mr. Stone, &c. &c. I wish you wd. send me an acct. of 
the joint Estates, What you receive yrself, as well as what is recd. by others. 
If you want more Oil Cake you must write for it to Mr. Shepley. Ly Bateman 
enquired after Mrs. Gladwell & you & all the Family at Drayton, almost the 
last thing she said.”

(558) 30 Dec   HG to Lord Sackville mainly about dividends but much crossed 
through.

1803

(559) 12 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“I do not understand the reason of more oil Cake being sent to Northampton 
as I never ordered any. If the Frost continues, I wish you to have some broth 
made of Doe Venison for the Poor.”

(560) 17 Jan   G[eorge] Germain to HG
“I have enclosed you the amount of my bills in half notes and I wish you 
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would acknowledge the receipt of them to Mr Turner and he will forward 
the rest to you – There are some of the bills that I do not understand for 
instance Watts Groler for Thomas always has paid for Candles &c himself. 
I shall be at Drayton the beginning of next month and I then can look over 
those bills. My Brother is out of Town but I am happy to say he has got quite 
stout again. Remember me to Mrs Gladwell.”

(561) 19 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“As there is Oil Cake sufficient to last near three weeks, I shd think you 
might receive them in time by the Canal, and you had better write to Mr. 
Shepley to send the whole quantity immediately. If there shd. be any doubt 
about their arrival you can direct Mr S to send 500 by the Waggon, just 
before yr present Stock is out. I enclose you a Paper for Clarke. I wish you 
wd. tell him that Land exactly similar to mine, was treated according to 
the plan laid down & that it answered beyond expectation. I shd. therefore 
wish him to try it this year, either on Barrow Hill, or the other field at the 
top of the Pasture, whichever has not been broken up. The Frost is gone for 
the present, but should it return with Severity, you must kill two or three 
sheep & make broth of them for the Poor. You mention there being some 
Old Ewes. I hope Clarke has not kept any bad ones. I am surprised there 
are no Does this year. I thought the Winter was the Season for them. Tell 
Chas. Bird that I desire the Number of Deer may be kept down to 140, as we 
settled some time ago. I hope the Cold weather does not disagree with you 
or Mrs. Gladwell.
I suppose the £110 which you sent to Mr. Boodle from the Buckingham 
Estate was only my Moiety of it. I shd. wish to know what the Repairs 
amounted to, & whether the New Rents here commenced. Did you pay Mr 
Hart for the draining, or is there any Debt outstanding?”

(562) 24 Jan   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“The Money now in your hands belonging to Lady Bateman previous to 
her death, must be paid (on account of her Executors) at Messrs. Crofts, 
Devaynes, Noble & Co. Bankers in Pall Mall.”  

(563) 26 Jan   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am glad to hear the Oxen are getting so forward. I believe I shall be in 
the neighbourhood of Drayton next week, in which case I shall accompany 
Mr Byng there on Tuesday or Wednesday. We shall dine & sleep there, 
therefore pray inform Mrs. Thomas of it.”
[John Byng of Wrotham Park, near Barnet, Herts.(1772-1860). He was created Earl 
of Strafford in 1847.]

(564) 11 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should wish Joseph Bales to come up with the Oxen. He is only to let them 
walk as slow as possible, & if the frost continues, he must not travel till the 
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Sun gets up. He had better feed the Oxen a few days before they set out, by 
which means they will get used to him. Pray let me know what direction 
Clarke recd from the Drover, about the places where he was to stop on the 
road & the distances they are to go each day. I should wish the two best 
small Oxen, to be put into a Stable every night during their journey & if 
you cd. contrive to send a few Oil Cakes to the different places there they 
are to stop, just enough to give those two Oxen I shd. be glad. I am sorry to 
hear of poor Thomas’s death. I hope Mrs. Thomas will not suffer from her 
attendance on him. Tell her I recd. her letter, but I shall not answer it, as it 
wd. only be adding to her distress, Pray let me know how she is.”
[James Thomas buried at Denford 14 Feb 1803. His widow Mary was to live on 
until 1824 and was also buried at Denford, where they had a cottage.]

(565) 13 Feb   HG to Lord Sakcville (on the spare sheet of Letter 664)
“I have the honor to inform your Lordship that Mr Clarke has not had an 
opportunity of seeing Mr Houghton the drover his being from home he is 
gone in the hopes of finding him.and as soon as we know I will inform 
you. Mr Clarke will go the first two Stages with the Oxen and we think it 
best that James Craddock the man that has always fed and attended the 
Oxen should go with J Bates as far on the Road as necessary for fear that 
any of them should be lame or ill on the Road, if so James can be left to 
attend them. Mr Clarke is of the opinion that good hay will be better for the 
Oxen on the Road than Oil Cake and less liable to make them sick on their 
journey. Some times the Oil Cake purges them which the hay will not. We 
have had a long Frost but I am in the hopes it is going as it thaws and Rains 
very hard at this time. I have not seen Mrs Thomas since the death of Mr 
Thomas but have sent to inquire after her and she sent me word that she 
was as well as can be expected. I will take care to deliver your Lordships 
message to her. I shall see her tomorrow as I shall attend Woods’s Funeral.”

(566) 15 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should wish the Oxen to be sent from Drayton on Sunday next. It is better 
not to take them into the Park, as they will lose flesh by going out, but it 
will be proper to travel them very short Stages, for the first two or three 
days. I shd. be glad to have them stop at Highgate on Saturday night the 
26th of Feby. & I will send a Man to meet them on Sunday Morning & help 
to drive them into Town. Desire Clarke to enquire of the Stableman, at what 
place they can stop at Highgate & be so good to let me know.”

(567) 17 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have just had a letter from Mr Byng to say that the Oxen must be at 
Highgate on Friday morning early (the 25th) & must proceed to London that 
Evening. It will be proper therefore to send them off tomorrow Evening or 
Saturday Morning early, from Drayton. They must sleep somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of Barnet on Thursday night, if they cannot reach Highgate, 
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as they must on no account be hurried on their journey. You must be so 
good to let me know whether you send them off Friday Evening or Saturday 
morning, and also where they will stop at Highgate, as Mr Byng will send a 
Man to meet them there.”

(568) 30 Apr   G[eorge] Germain, from Harley Street, to HG
“I enclose you two £20 notes and a five guinea note and I should be obliged 
to you to acknowledge the receipt of them by return of Post. I have some 
thoughts of being at Drayton on the 8th, which you may mention to Pope, 
but if I am not there by seven o’Clock he need not expect me. I am happy to 
say I never saw my Brother better in all my life than he is at this time, I hope 
you and Mrs Gladwell are both well.”

(569) 14 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am in your debt on account of the Expence incurred in feeding the Oxen. 
I should be glad therefore if you would pay yourself every thing that is due, 
out of the money received for the Timber, and remit the remainder to Mr. 
Boodle. I am doubtful when I shall be able to pay you a visit at Drayton. I 
hope the Farm, Stock &c are going on well.”

(570) 17 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“You will pay for the same number of Horses & Carriages as you did last 
year. In the account of the Servants Name I do not see Clarke’s, & I think 
we were obliged to pay for him last year, but you will know this better than 
me. My Brother desires me to inform you, that the list you have sent him, is 
quite correct, & he will be glad if you will enter them as usual. You will be 
so good to pay yourself the £130.4s.8d due for the expences of the Oxen & as 
you intend being in Town so soon, it will be as well if you bring the balance 
that will remain with you & you can pay it to Mr. Boodle when you see him. 
I am sorry to hear the cold winds have hurt the Corn.”

(571) 1 Jul   HG to Edward Boodle
“I am very much obliged to you for your being so good as to pay my wife’s 
and my half years Anny to my Acct at Messrs Drummonds for which I 
inclose you a great many thanks for taking the trouble. I have sent you our 
Receipt for the same, and I inclose to you Mr Knight’s Rect for one years Ann 
due to the poor of Lowick and paid to them St Thomas’s day. I beg you will 
be so good as to order the 3.8.4 to be paid to my Acct at Messrs Drummond.”

(572) 1 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I will call at Mr Shepley’s & learn the cause of the delay in arrival of the 
Oil Cake. I shd. be glad if you wd. send a Buck to Town by Fridays Coach.”

(573) 2 Aug  W[ilia]m Yorke, from Shrewsbury, to HG
“We have had very fine weather and a most noble prospect of a fine harvest, 
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the Country are very loyal, and this place has been made very gay (but I 
cd. not go to see it myself) with the attendance of Prince Wm. Frederic of 
Gloucester in reviewing the Yeomanry and Volunteers whose performances 
far exceeded his expectation’s which with the loyal reception he met with in 
the Country gave him great satisfaction, and he considered himself happy in 
being appointed general of a district, that gave so much attention & shew of 
loyalty to the Country he was on Sunday afforded by the Military & Mayor 
Corporation &c. &c. to Church and it is impossible to describe by Letter the 
general approbation of all descriptions of the People. I am very sorry for 
what has happened in Ireland, but as it has ended so well without any French 
having landed it may be a very good lesson to them and us to be more upon 
their guard & not to put too much confidence in person by appearance.
If his Lordship has been kind enough to remember me as usual for some 
Venison, as it’s a rarity in this place I shd consider it a very great favour of 
its being sent to this place directed to me St John’s Hill Salop, by the Coach 
from Thrapston to Birmingham from thence by the first Mail Coach and if 
so will pay the fee when I have the pleasure in seeing you all this side of 
October. I shd have been with you this month, but prevented by particular 
happening. Mrs Y is well.”

(574) 4 Aug   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I forgot to mention in my last letter to you that it will be proper to give an 
account of all Waggons, Carts & Cart Horses in my possession, and to offer 
their Services (gratis) to Government, in case they should be wanted. 
I shall be glad if you will send up a Buck in the course of next week.”

(575) 6 Aug   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have to inform your Lordship that I got the Oil Cake yesterday from 
Stoke Bruern Wharf and they are put up in the new Granary at Slipton. Mr 
Sheply informed me that the other oil Cake should be sent the week after 
he put the Cows on Board the Canal Barge but I have not heard anything 
of them. When Mr. Elwes was here with Mr. Germain he told me he had a 
very good breed of Rams and that he would let your Lordship have one. I 
told Mr. Clarke to call at Mr. Elwes’s yesterday to look at the Rams which 
he did and chose one for this Season.  I have told Charles to kill a Buck next 
Monday for your Lordship and it shall be sent to you on Wednesday next.”
[Robert Cary Elwes (1772-1852) who had purchased Billing Hall, near Northampton 
in 1799.] 

(576) 19 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have an idea they will require the Rams to be given up, but if they are 
wanted, of course I can have no objection. I am sorry to hear the wheat 
has suffered. I had hoped the Crops of all sort, wd. have been abundant. I 
suppose the Oats & barley are good & that Farmers will profit by the fine 
weather to get them in.”
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(577) 24 Aug   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am very sensible of the honour done me by the Thrapston Volunteer 
Infantry, which I wish you to express to them (through Mr. Robinson and Mr. 
Tenny) with my best thanks. Though ignorant of all military proceedings, 
had I health to pay the necessary attention to such acquirement, I would 
gladly accept the proposal made to me, but that is such an obstacle to the 
undertaking that I have been necessitated to enrol myself in a Corps, with 
which (though in precarious health) I should think myself bound to serve, 
in case of actual Invasion, but as a Private may be spared much present 
exertion, I shall be very happy to contribute any pecuniary assistance & I 
desire you will put my name down for a hundred Pounds which I will send 
you whenever it is required.”

(578) 23 Aug   Lord Sackville, Harley St., to HG
“Pray let me know what you have done about the remainder of the Oil 
Cake. The weather has been very favourable for the Harvest. I suppose it is 
very forward in the neighbourhood of Drayton. I shall be glad to have some 
more Venison by Sunday’s Coach; it is remarkably fine this year.”

(579) 11 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I shd. be glad if you would send another Buck to London, & write to 
Turner, to let him know by what day’s Stage it will arrive. I wish you would 
let me know how many fat Sheep will be ready to go off at Michaelmas, & 
whether Clarke intends keeping the Oxen till there has been some rain, & 
what he thinks they may be worth.”

(580) 19 Set   Lord Sackville to HG
“If the Venison is still good I sh. be glad to have half a Buck sent up the 
latter end of this week. I wish likewise you wd. send me 2 or 3 brace of 
Partridges & a Leveret by Sunday’s Coach. If Clarke intends sending the 
Sheep to London, I suppose he will send them by the Drovers & I shd. be 
glad to know when they set out. He had better ascertain their value, by 
letting the Lowick Butcher have some of them & by seeing them weighed, 
he will be able to judge accurately of the rest. I hope the Oil Cake has not 
been much damaged in the Carriage.”

(581) 27 Sept   Lord Sackville, from Woburn Abbey, to HG
“I should wish to do whatever is right about raising the Militia Men in the 
Parishes of Lowick & Islip. You had better consult some of the Neighbouring 
Gentlemen & be guided by their advice. I should think it would be sufficient 
if I subscribed £10 to each Parish. Mr. Smith of Islip has written to me on the 
subject I wish you wd. call on him & talk to him about it.”

(582) 15 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should certainly wish to do whatever is right about subscribing to the 
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Volunteers &c. & if £5 is sufficient for me to give to Sudborough Parish, I 
have no objection to you putting my name down for that sum. I wrote (in 
answer to a letter I received some time ago from Mr. Llewellyn) to desire 
he would consult you as to what I might give towards raising the Militia 
Men for Slipton Parish. I suppose you will have done it the same proportion 
that I agreed to do at Lowick. When you have settled with all the different 
Parishes, let me know the amount of money subscribed and I will send it 
you, & at the same time £30 which is due to Clarke for the carriage of the 
Oil Cake. I will pay Mr. Shepley’s Bill for the whole 10,000 Cakes at once. 
The Venison has been uncommonly good this season. Pray send me some 
game in the course of next week. I am a great deal better.”

(583) 27 Oct   Lord Sackville, Harley St, to HG
“The Oxen will be at Drayton on Saturday or Sunday. Six of them (I 
understand) are forwarder than the other eight. Desire Clarke to learn 
from the Man who drives them to Drayton, all particulars about them; Six 
were brought of a Mr. Tomkins, 4 of a Mr. Powell & 4 of Mr. Knight (the 
Gentleman who has had the goodness to purchase my Cows for me). I think 
they had better be permitted to be loose in the Yard, or turned into the field 
for a few days, for they will of course be very stiff in their limbs, as they are 
fatter than the Oxen that came up last year. Pray let me know whether they 
arrive safe & well and whether Clarke likes them as well as the last. Tell 
him I think he is quite right in killing the fat sheep for the use of the Family, 
in preference to selling them at a low price.”

(584) 5 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am glad to hear so good an account of the Oxen, & I think the Pump 
you have contrived will be a capital improvement. I suppose you have 
stopped the drain in the Stable, to prevent the Urine running away. The 
Welch Oxen will be fed on Hay & Barley Flour & the ten thousand Oil 
Cakes will be more than sufficient to feed the fourteen Hereford Oxen 
& the Cow. It is generally reckoned that between 500 & 600 Cakes feed a 
Beast. Now suppose we give 600 to each of the 15 Beasts, there will still be 
1000 Cakes remaining, so I flatter myself we have provided sufficient Stock. 
The Rents of the Buckingham Estate are to be received the same as usual to 
last Michaelmas, & you will pay them as you did before, one half to Lady 
Bateman’s Executors, the other half to Mr. Boodle. I fear the Country must 
suffer very much for want of rain.”

(585) 10 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“If Mr Mead has been in the habit of receiving the Rents at Buckingham, 
there can be no objection to his doing so now & you had better write to him 
to desire he will. My Brother spoke to Mr. Jackson about calling a meeting 
of the Parishes of Lowick, Slipton & Islip, to know what Men wd. volunteer 
their Services & join a Corps now raising by Ld. Stopford, on the Duke of 
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Buccleuch’s Estates at Boughton. I wish you wd. inform Mr. Jackson, that I 
shd. be obliged to him if he wd. have the goodness to call the meeting as 
soon as he conveniently can, & let me know the result of it.”
[John George, Viscount Stopford (1770-1810). He would succeede his father as 3rd 
Earl of Courtown in Ireland. He was a captain in the Coldstream Guards. In 1791 
he married Lady Mary Montagu-Scott, daughter of the 3rd Duke of Buccleuch, hence 
why he oversaw the Boughton Volunteer force in 1803. This is the same Stopford 
family who were eventually to marry into the Sackvilles.]

(586) 16 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should be glad to know whether the Oxen have all begun eating the Oil 
Cake, & whether they appear quiet in the Stalls. Mr. Webster has sent me 
word, that it is best not to attempt any cure of the Ox’s Eye, as it would (in 
all probability) fail, & if he was put to pain, it would prevent his feeding. 
Are the little Bullocks taken up yet, & is Clarke giving them Barley Flour. I 
suppose they will be fit to sell about the middle of January.
I will send you down all the money I am indebted to you, the end of this 
month or the beginning of next.
I hope Mrs. Gladwell is well; pray tell her that I beg she will invite her Sister 
to Drayton, whenever she wishes for her Company, & as the Evenings are 
now growing very long I should think the sooner she is there, the better,
If there is any game, I shd. be glad to have some sent here.”

(587) 29 Nov   Lord Sackville, from Glynde Place [Lord Hampden’s house.], to HG
“I received the list of Volunteers & sent it to Lord Stopford. I suppose he 
will send a Serjeant to drill them. Mr. Boodle will of course pay my Fees on 
Income in London. Your letter mentions having received the Rents due at 
Michaelmas 1802. I suppose you mean Lady Day 1803, as I think the Tenants 
pay one half year under the other. I am glad to hear the Beasts thrive so fast. 
I rather think I shall be at Drayton for one night in the next month.”

(588) 30 Nov   Samuel Edmonds, from Boughton House, to HG
“I am desired by my Lord Stopford to inform you that he wishes you to 
inform the Drayton Volunteers to meet in Drayton Park on Friday next at 
twelve o’Clock, as his Lordship means to be there to inspect them at that 
time.”

(589) 4 Dec   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to inform your Lordship that Lord Stopford came to 
Drayton on Friday to inspect the Volunteers belonging to the several 
Parishes in the list I have inclosed to your Lordship he was very much 
pleased at their appearance, administered the Oath of Allegiance to them. 
They are to Exercise twenty days in Drayton Park and to have one Shilling 
every day. They are practising which is allowed by Government. The whole 
Corps came again today and are to meet in Drayton Park every day at two 
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o’Clock for two hours until their 20 days are expired.
I beg your Lordship pardon for making that blunder in my Letter wherein 
I said your Tenants had paid their half years Rents to Michs 1802 I should 
have said Lady day 1803.”

(590) 12 Dec   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I enclose a Bank Note of £50 to pay the carriage of the Oil Cake £10 my 
Subscn to Lowick, for raising the two Militia Men, £5 to Slipton & £5 to 
Islip. Pray let me know, when I am to pay the £100 which I promised to 
subscribe to the Volunteer Corps at Thrapston.”

(591) 18 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Glynde [Place], to HG
“I think whatever number of the Welch Oxen are sent to London, had 
better go together. I should wish one or two of them to be sold at Lowick to 
ascertain the average of their weight, & one Man could bring the remaining 
six to Town. I fear Clarke has increased the number of Oil Cake to the large 
Beasts rather too quick, as ten Cakes pr. day is a sufficient quantity for them 
during the last fortnight or three weeks of their feeding & I should not 
wish any of them to be sent up before the end of January or beginning of 
February, & if he forces them too much, they will become unhealthy before 
that time. Pray let me know why the Thrapston Volunteer Corps is not to 
be raised. I had forgot the Sudboro’ Subscription, but will pay it when I go 
down to Drayton, which I hope to do before the middle of Jany. Is Mrs. Love 
arrived? & is she well?”

(592) 19 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Glynde Place, to HG
“I forgot to desire when I wrote to you last that you wd. send some Venison 
& some game to Mr. Arbuthnot, No.5, Cleveland Row, London.
P.S. Shall you have a sufficient quantity of Oil Cake or will it be necessary 
to send you another thousand?”

(593) 28 Dec   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I have just seen Mr. Boodle, who told me you shd. have some money to send 
him, on account of the Rushden & Buckingham Estate. As the Executors of 
Lady Bateman, will (I believe) have money sufficient to discharge all the 
Legacies, debts, &c it will be unnecessary for you to remit to Mr. Smith 
the £293.16s.8d. which I understand from Mr. Boodle to be the amount of 
the moiety of the joint property. You will be so good therefore to keep that 
money in your Hands, at the same time, it will be proper to keep a separate 
account of it, in case it should be called for by the Executors. I hope Clarke 
has diminished the quantity of Oil Cake to the Oxen. The reason I wish 
them to be kept till the end of Jany. or the beginning of Feby. is, that stock 
at this moment sells cheap in London but it is supposed, it will be very dear 
about the time I mention, the Markets having been so much overstretched 
lately, that most of the Fat Cattle must be disposed of by that time. I am glad 
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you have found some Oil Cake at Oundle. Pray mention in your next letter 
what you are to give for it pr. Ton.”

1804

(594) 2 Jan   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“If the Doe Venison is still good, I should be glad if you would send me 
some. Likewise a Hare & some Partridges. I rec’d yr. letter with the account 
of the money you had sent to Mr. Boodle & Mr. Smith. I am surprised the 
Oil Cake should be so much dearer at Oundle than it is in London.”

(595) 15 Jan   Lord Sackville, from Exmouth, to HG
“I have just received your letter and have in consequence written to Messrs. 
Shepley & Son, to desire they would send you the Oil Cakes by next 
Saturday’s Waggon.”

(596) 15 Jan   Lord Stopford, from Boughton House, to HG
“Colonel Delaval (the Inspecting Field Officer of the district) having 
acquainted me, that he intends inspecting us on next Wednesday Sennight, 
the 25th. Inst. I wish to have all the Corps act together before that day that 
we may make as good a figure as possible, for which purpose I should be 
much obliged to you if you would order Mr. Smith to bring the Drayton 
Volunteers over to Boughton Park by two o’clock on Wednesday the 18th, 
Saturday the 21st and Monday the 23, for which I intend to allow them 
sixpence pr. man for each day. I intend to recommend Mr. Smith to the Ld. 
Lieutenant for a Lieutenancy so that I wish he would get his uniform made 
by the 25th. The Officers Buttons, Epaulett, Swords &c. &c. I have provided 
and may be have here and my coat is here for a Pattern. I beg Mr. Smith will 
send me the size of his head I will order his hat in town, where I am going 
today. My direction is Pole Street, Berkeley Square, London.”

(597) 21 Jan   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I should wish the four small Welch Oxen to be sent to Town & I think it 
will be best to send a Man with them, as I do not intend they shd. be driven 
to Smithfield. The same Man that brings them up, on his return to Drayton, 
may set off with some of the Herefordshire Oxen & by coming first with 
the Welch Beasts, he will know the way, as I shall have them all brought to 
the same place. If you can contrive to send them off tomorrow to Bythorn, 
they might sleep on the London side of Barnet on Friday night & I would 
send a Man to meet them before they reach Highgate, on Saturday and then 
shew them the way they are to go from thence. You will be so good to let 
me know the weight of the four that Clarke sold, you will likewise mention 
when you send the Beasts off & on what day I must send a Man to meet 
them (whether Saturday or Sunday). Mr Webster told me that six of the 
Herefordshire Oxen were younger & smaller than the rest. I suppose they 
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are at present the most forward. Pray ask Clarke about them & let me know 
which he thinks are the fattest & how many are fit for Market. I fear the 
constant rains must have done harm to the Wheat that is in the ground.”

(598) 25 Jan   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I wish the six young Oxen to be sent together, as it is best they should be 
nearly of the same size, & eight larger ones may be kept till the Man returns, 
unless Clarke thinks the Old Ox (which he meant to send) will get worse; 
in that case, he had better send him & another large one, & leave only six at 
Drayton. I shall be glad if you will send them off on Friday next, & let them 
stop on the London side of Barnet on Thursday the 2d. of February. Tell the 
Man who comes with them, to set off on the Friday morning 3d of Feby. at 
seven o’clock & one of my Grooms shall meet him on Finchley Common, 
before he gets to Highgate, & shew him the road to Mr. Gilbert’s Farm.
Mr. Boodle will write to you by this day’s Post, to let you know about the 
money paid to Messrs. Drummonds on yr. account.”

(599) 27 Jan   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to inform your Lordship that Spider set off this Morning 
at eleven o’Clock with the six young and two of the Old Oxen on their arrival 
I pray will meet with your Lordships approbation. I have given him his 
orders in writing he will stop on the other side of Barnet from London and 
be on Finchley common on Friday morning the 3 of Feby. Your Lordships 
Groom may as well inquire at the Public House on the Common if he does 
not meet the Oxen on the Road. I have the pleasure to inform your Lordship 
that I have Recd. the half years Rents of the Buckingham Estate to Michs. 
last. £344.1.3 the Balance which is £336.19.9 and is paid to my Account at 
Messrs. Drummond. Will your Lordship like that I should pay that sum to 
Mr. Boodle or let it remain and to be paid as usual. A Return has been made 
of All your Farms & land subject to the Income Tax the Tenants are to pay 
the 1/9 and we shall deduct it out of the Rent the same as the Land Tax used 
to be deducted. Pray my Lord be so good as to ask Mr. Boodle if you are to 
pay the Income Tax for the Timber Bark and underwood after deducting all 
the outgoings paid to Labouring.”

(600) 29 Jan   Lord Stopford, from Boughton House, to HG
“Will you have the goodness to tell Lieut. Smith, that I wish to have an 
exact return of the names (with the Christian names) of the Volunteers of 
the Parishes belonging to Drayton as I must put their names on the pay 
Lists, that are sent to the Secretary at War. I beg he will at the same time 
inform me what is wanting to compleat them in their Cloathing.”

(601) 6 Feb   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“Spider brought the Oxen to Town very well. They all arrived sound and 
appeared very little tired with their journey, but I am sorry to say they were 
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little better than half fat, & some of them could not have improved since 
they left Herefordshire. I attribute it to their having had too much Oil Cake 
in the beginning, which made them sick, & afterward the quantity being 
diminished, they went off. I hope the remaining six Oxen are improving. 
We must keep them some time longer, for there is no use in sending them 
to Market, unless they are really fat. I rather think I shall be at Drayton 
on Thursday next & that Mr. Byng will accompany me. I wish you would 
inform Mrs. Thomas of my intention. If we come we shall be there for 
dinner.”

(602) 8 Feb   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I enclose Mr. Boodle’s answer to your question respecting the Woods. I 
should wish the money which you have received for the Buckinghamshire 
Rents to remain on your account at Drummonds, & to be paid to Mr. Boodle 
at the usual time. Mr. Arbuthnot wishes to have a picture of the Old Roan 
Horse. It will be necessary therefore he should come to Town, & I think 
Spider might ride him up, when the rest of the Oxen come. It will be best to 
keep him in some loose Stable & give him some Corn to enable him to bear 
his journey.”

(603) 10 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am sorry to say it will not be in my power to be at Drayton today as I had 
intended, but I hope to be there to dinner tomorrow without fail.”

(604) 29 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“I think it will be sufficient if I subscribe £50 towards clothing the 
Volunteers & I wish you wd. put my name down, at the proper place, for 
that sum. If it is necessary to pay the money at the time of subscribing, you 
will be so good to do it, & I will send it you by letter immediately, or replace 
it on yr, account at Drummonds.
The Oxen will leave Drayton on Sunday next, & must be driven to Wootton’s 
Yard in Smithfield on the Sunday following. I will send somebody to 
Highgate, about eight o’clock on the Sunday morning, but in case he should 
not find them, tell Spider that when he gets to the Church at Highgate, he 
must keep the left hand road which will lead him to Islington, & then there 
is a straight road thence into Smithfield.” 
[Endorsed by HG that the oxen left on 4 March.]

(605) 5 Mar   Robert Edmonds, from Boughton House, to HG
“I will acquaint my Lord Stopford when he returns from Town with my 
Lord Sackville’s Subscription; in the near time, you may if you please pay 
me the money, as I believe the Accounts for the Corps are to go through my 
Hands.”
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(606) 6 Mar   Robert Edmonds, from Boughton House, to HG
“I have been favoured with your Note inclosing a Bank Bill for fifty 
Pounds being my Lord Sackville’s subscription to be applied to the Fund 
for clothing &c. the Corps of Volunteer Infantry commanded by the right 
honble Lord Visct. Stopford.
My Lord Stopford is expected here in a day or two and I will take care to 
give his Lordship early intimation of my Lord Sackville’s liberal action.”

(607) 9 Mar   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am extremely concerned to hear that Mrs. Gladwell has been so unwell. 
I hope the change of weather will prove favourable to her, as it has done 
to most Invalids. I have some thought of being at Drayton tomorrow or 
Sunday. Pray mention this to Mrs. Thomas that she may prepare my Room.”

(608) 13 Apr   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“There is a carriage for breaking Horses at Drayton, which I should be 
glad if you would have sent to London by the Waggon. I was sorry to hear 
from Mr. Sneyd that Mrs. Gladwell was very indifferent the day he was at 
Drayton. Pray let me know whether she is any better. I sincerely hope she 
is.”

(609) 15 Apr   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Bateman of Islip came 
to me early this Morning to inform me that the Farm he Rents of Mr. King 
in Islip Field is to be sold immediately & that Mr. K. is now at Islip for that 
purpose. The Farm consists of a very good House Barns & Stables with 113 
Acres of Arable and some Meadow Land. The Ann. Rent 178. Mr K. asks 
five thousand guineas for the whole which is about 30 Years purchase land 
for about £6 pr. Annum. Mr. Batem. told me he thought he would get the 
Farm for less than five thousand guineas but could not raise the Money. I 
told him to be sure to make the purchase & I would be sure the Money was 
paid to him. The Farm consists of some of the best inclosed land in Islip 
Field, very near to your Lordships Farms in the same Field. I hope what I 
have done will meet with your approbation as I should be very sorry the 
Estate should fall into any other persons hands but your Lordships as they 
might hereafter be very troublesome to you. I will take care to send your 
Carriage for breaking Horses by Wrights Waggon next Thursday if I can. I 
am happy to inform your Lordship that I think Mrs. Gladwell is something 
better than when Mr. Sneyd was here but she continues very much swelled 
in her stomach and her breath very short which makes me afraid that there 
is water in her chest. She has not been able to lay down in her Bed since 
your Lordship was here. She continues very weak. She begs her humble 
Duty to your Lordship and thanks you for your kind inquiries after her. I 
have the pleasure to inform you your stock is all well. I think your Lordship 
has got some of the best Lambs in this part of the Country.”
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[This is the purchase of the farm called Islip Lodge and its purchase consolidated 
Lord Sackville’s estate land holding between Slipton, Lowick and Islip villages.]

(610) 20 Apr   Lord Sackville, from Newmarket, to HG
“The moment I received your first letter respecting the Farm that was to be 
sold in Islip Field, I wrote to Mr. Boodle to inform him of it, desiring him (at 
the same time) to see Mr. Hugh Smith, & endeavour through his means, to 
get the money which is due to Mr. Bateman by Mr. Hanbury. I have not yet 
had Mr. Boodle’s answer, but at all events (however inconvenient it may be 
to me to raise the money) you have judged quite right in securing the Farm, 
as it would have been very disagreeable had it been purchased by another. 
I expect to see Mr. Boodle in a day or two & will let you know what steps 
he has taken.
I am happy to hear Mrs. Gladwell is better though I lament she still suffers 
from a difficulty in breathing. I hope Mrs. Love will remain at Drayton.”

(611) 23 Apr   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am sorry to find the whole of the Farm cannot be sold, but it appears to 
me the arrangement you propose, is the most likely to answer. You will be 
so good to have the Title made out, & send to Town as soon as possible, 
for Mr. Boodle’s inspection. I can procure the money. There is no doubt 
therefore of my making the purchase, if the Title is approved.”

(612) 22 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should wish you to make the same return of Horses & Carriages as last 
year. The Race Horses are entered at Newmarket.
I hope Mrs. Gladwell continues better. She will of course not be able to 
accompany you to Town this Spring. Pray let me know when you think it 
probable you will come, that I may inform Mr. Boodle of it.”

(613) HG to Lord Sackville; reply to above
“I had the honour of Recg. your Lordship’s letter by Yesterday’s Post and 
will make the Returns of your Servants &c. &c. answering to your order. 
I am happy to say Mrs. Gladwell continues much better and I am in hopes 
when she gets some strength she will be able to undertake the journey to 
London as possibly with the change of air may be of great use to her and I 
should wish to have better advice for her if necessary. Mr. G & Mrs. Love 
beg their humble due to your Lordship. I think Mrs. Love is in a very poor 
way. If your Lordship and Mr. Boodle thinks it quite necessary that I should 
go to Town to Rec. the years Divd. due at the S.S.H. I will go to Rec. it. Mr. 
Fletcher has promised me to pay his half years Rent to my account at Mess. 
Drummond by the fifth or sixth of June as soon as that is paid I will order 
them to pay to Mr. Boodle the half years Rent from the Buckingham Estate, 
Mr. Fletchers half years Rent and Your Lordships half years Divd. from the 
N.R.O. to Christmas last. I hope your Lordship and Mr. Boodle will not 
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think it necessary for me to be in Town at the present.”

(614) 28 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should on no account wish you to come to Town, till Mrs. Gladwell’s 
health is perfectly established & that you can either leave her with security, 
or bring her with you, whichever you think most advisable. I am sorry 
to hear Mrs. Love is so unwell. I was in hopes she had been quite stout. I 
wish you would ask Clarke how many Oxen he means to have this year. 
I am going to Woburn the middle of next month, & if there are any small 
Devonshire Beasts to be sold there, I may very likely buy some, as I shall 
have no amusement in feeding Welch Cattle when I accidentally go to 
Drayton, I like to see some good ones. Pray give him the enclosed.”

(615) 4 Jun   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I should wish Mrs. Thomas to provide whatever is necessary for the House 
at Slipton.
I have seen Mr. Boodle this morning; he says it is of great consequence, that 
you should be in Town to receive the Dividend on the S.S. Stock previous 
to any steps being taken to prove my rights to it, & if Mrs. Gladwell’s health 
permits you to quit her, he wishes you to be in Town some day between the 
20th & 24th of the present month. He promises that you shall not be detained 
more than two or three days.”

(616) 10 Jun   Ann Gladwell to HG in Harley Street
“My Dear, I thought that Beer swelled my Stomach I now drink Gin and 
water which agrees with me better and expels the wind. I hope you had a 
pleasant and safe Journey and that you are in perfect Health is the wish of 
my Heart. Bess had a letter from Twickenham from Mrs. Carter she says 
that Sister Mary received the draft safe desires her Love to you with many 
thanks Mrs. Carter says that Mary breaks very fast, she is so uneasy about 
as that Mrs. Wheasly is very bad and that Mr. Clements has had a Stroke of 
the Palsy. Young Sam Knight was taken Ill at Bigelswade where he was on 
Business & could not return his Father when to him Imediately but is not 
yet returned. In my list of drugs I desired one Ounce of Hierapicrd pray 
bring 2 Ounces in separate papers and should be glad if you will bring me 
some Tops and Bottoms, as they are preferable to Rushs. The day you left 
me it rained a little but at 4 O’clock there was a very heavy Storm of Rain 
with Thunder and lightning which lasted some time and killed 2 of the 
chickens in the Gravel Court that could not reach theire coups. It has been 
very cloudy all day Saturday with some rain here but seemingly more at a 
distance. We continue our Party as usual. There were not any letters to day. 
I am all Impatience for your letter. I hope you found all friends well. Bess 
desires her kind love to you wish our Compts. To all friends and am with 
great Sincerity your Dutifull Wife, Ann Gladwell.
I had almost forgot to say that all here desire to be kindly Remembered to 
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you and all other friends.
I have just heard that Sam Knight is returned to Islip & is better.”

[This was the last letter that HG received as his wife Ann died 28 July, hence the 
tone of the next letter from her sister Elizabeth.]

(617) 6 Aug   E[lizabeth] L[ove] to Lord Sackville [on a letter cover from Lord 
Sackville to her.]
“Please to accept my most humble thanks for your goodness in allowing 
me to be so long at Drayton and for the Honour yor Lordship did in so 
kindly thinking of my Sister Mary she has a Neace that is a Widow to take 
care of her & I hope she is happy, she is very infirm as well as Blind, what 
comfort I can afford Mr Gladwell shall not be wanted for the Loss is very 
great hope he will be better in time when he hears from & sees the Friends 
Mr G humble Duty & returns your Lordship his sincere thanks for your 
great attention to him in allowing me to remaine with him.”

(618) 2 Sept   Lord Sackville, from Elford, to HG
“I am sure you must be convinced, that the fear of adding to your distress 
has made me so long defer writing to you. No one of your Friends can have 
felt for you more sincerely on the late melancholy event, than myself, & no 
one can be more sensible of the very heavy loss you have sustained. I wrote 
to Mrs. Love some time ago, to beg that she would remain at Drayton, and 
I do hope that henceforward she will consider it as her home, and pass as 
much of her time with you, as she can contrive to be absent from her Sister. 
I received a letter from you the other day, but was sorry to find you make 
no mention of yourself. I feel particularly anxious to know how you are, & 
shall be glad if you will write me a line, directed to Elford, near Lichfield, 
Believe me with great truth, your sincere Friend, Sackville.”
[Elford probably refers to Fisherwick Park, the home of Lord Donegal whose 
marriage was referred to in Letter 298.]

(619) 6 Oct   John Boodle to HG
“I here send you an Extract from the Islip Award received from Mr. King’s 
Solicitor. I will thank you to cast your Eye over it and let me know if it 
comprises all you agreed to purchase. The quantity is 109a.0r.36p. and with 
the Farm House and meadow containing about 4 acres the total quantity 
will be 113a 0r.36p. You will observe the words I have struck under which 
give me an Idea that there is another allotment which Mr. King took in 
Exchange from Mr. Squire. Pray let me know if Mr. King has any Land in 
the Parish not included in the purchase. You mentioned an Intention of 
sending me a plan of this Estate. I shall be obliged to you to let me have it 
and I intend to annex it to the conveyance.
[Postscript] Will you have the goodness to enquire what the allotment was 
that was taken in exchange.”
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[The document copied]

“6th Novr 1801   By their Award or Instrument of Allotments the said 
Commissioners Robert Edmonds Joseph Pawsey & Charles Marion 
Welstead did set out ascertain appoint and allot unto and for Elizabeth 
King – One Plot of Freehold Land or Ground lying in the above Town Fields 
containing thirty three Acres one rood and twelve perches (33A.1r.12p.) of 
yearly Value Forty eight pounds eighteen shillings and four pence bounded 
on part of the East by antient Inclosures in Islip aforesaid on the remaining 
part of the East by the second Allotment to Thomas Squire on the South by 
the Turnpike Road on parts of the West and North by the second Allotmant 
to the Rector and on the remaining parts of the North and West by the 
first Allotment to the said Rector. The Hedges Ditches Mounds and Fences 
whereof against the second Allotment to the said Thomas Squire against 
the said Turnpike Road on the North against the second Allotment to the 
said Rector & on the North & West against the first Allotment to the said 
Rector should be made and for ever be maintained and kept in repair by 
and at the expence of the said Elizabeth King and the owners of the same 
Allotment for the time being. One other Plot of Freehold Land or Ground 
lying in Chapel Field containing (exclusive of all Roads and Ways) fifty four 
Acres three Roods and three perches (54.3.3.) of the Yearly Value of Sixty 
four pounds thirteen shillings and ten pence bounded on parts of the East 
and North by the sixth Allotment to Thomas Squire exchanged to the said 
Elizth. King on the remaining part of the East by the third Allotment to the 
said Thomas Squire on the South by the Brook dividing the now describing 
Allotment and the Parish of Woodford aforesaid on the West and further 
part of the North by the third Allotment to the Rector and on the remaining 
part of the North by the Turnpike Road The Hedges Ditches Mounds and 
Fences whereof against the third Allotment to the said Rector and against 
the said Turnpike Road should be made and for ever to be maintained and 
kept in repair by and at the expence of the said Elizabeth King and the 
owners of the same Allotment for the time being. And one other Plot of 
Freehold Land or Ground lying in the Great Meadow containing exclusive 
of all Roads and Ways Twenty one Acres and twenty one perches (21.0.21) 
of the Yearly Value of Forty Pounds eighteen shillings and eleven pence 
bounded on part of the East by the River Nine or Nen on the South by the 
fourth Allotment to the Rector on the West by the fifth Allotment to the 
said Rector and on all other parts by the Parish of Aldwincle aforesaid the 
Hedges Ditches Mounds and Fences whereof against the fourth Allotment 
to the said Rector shall be made and for ever maintained and kept in 
repair at the expence of the said Elizth. King and the owners of the same 
Allotment for the time being (109.0.36).”

(620) 5 Dec   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am very happy to have so good an account of Mrs. Thomas. I hope she is 
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now quite out of danger.
The Receipts at the audit are less than usual, but I suppose there were 
revenue outgoings or perhaps arrears.
The price asked for Mr. Patrick’s Estate in Islip Field, is so far beyond its 
value, that it is impossible to think of buying it; perhaps it may be sold by 
auction when he finds that no one offers to purchase. I wish to know what 
Clarke has done with the six Shropshire Bullocks, & if they are in the Stalls, 
on what he means to feed them. I should think Barley is at too high a price 
to feed them on that, perhaps he gives them Turnips & Hay.
Pray ask Mr. Yorke when the Ejectments will take place agst. Bates, as I 
wish to know when Mr. Barrett will have possession of the Farm. I hope 
Clarke is better.”

1805

(621) 21 Mar   Lord Sackville to HG
“My Brother & I intend being at Drayton to dinner on Saturday next. Pray 
inform Mrs. Thomas of it.”

(622) 10 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG [Letter cover only]

(623) 20 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG [ Ditto]

(624) 22 May   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG 
“I have recd. a letter from Mr. Llewellyn desiring me to permit him 
to exchange his living at Slipton, for one in Essex, now held by a Mr. 
Waughcope. I have no acquaintance with the latter Gentleman, & should be 
sorry to give the living to any one that is unknown to me. I wish you would 
make inquiries about him, & endeavour to find out his object in wishing to 
exchange a large living for a small one. I suppose you will come to Town 
soon. I shall have a bed at yr. service any time after the second of June.”
[The Rev. Rice Llewellyn was instituted at Slipton in 1793. The Rev. David 
Waughope held the livings of both Warkton and Slipton in 1805 see the next letter.]

(625) 28 May   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I have made inquiry 
about Mr. Waughcope the Gentleman that Mr Llewellyn wants to exchange 
the living at Slipton with. I am informed that he is a natural son of some 
Family of Lord Courtown father of Lord Stopford who resides at Boughton. 
Mr Waughcope is a young man about five or six and twenty years of age. 
The Duke of Buccleuch has lately presented him with the living of Worton 
[Warkton], near Boughton, his object is to exchange with Mr Llewellyn that 
he may hold the two livings as the living he now has in Essex is too much 
for him to hold that and the living of Worton. I should think your Lordship 



	 Letters	 241

will not like to give the living of Slipton to so young a man that you are 
not the least acquainted with and I am informed Mr Waughcope intends to 
reside at Worton should the exchange with Mr Llewellyn take place, which 
hereafter makes it very unpleasant to you if Mr Waughcope should not 
prove a pleasant young man to you or Mr Germain. I intend to be in Town 
next Sunday and will make further inquiry before that time. Many thanks 
to your Lordship for your goodness in permitting me to be at your Home 
the times I am in Town.”

(626) A draft of accounts from April to September.
Includes payments to Edward Boodle  				     £425
“School of Industry
May 25 To John Brown for Shoes for the Children 	 		  1-15-
	  To Perkins Bill Glazr					     1-12-6
	  To Chimney Sweep					      -3-
Jun 1	  To Caleb Cooks Bill Thatch				    6-9-6
Jul 11 To Mr Elmere One Drape					     8-15-1 
    22 To Mr Smith Bill for Coals					     5-7-2
Aug 24 To Abbots Bill						      -17-10
								        25-0-1 “

[Then payments for horse keep; Slipton Farm; Hay; Mrs Thomas Housekeeping; 
Gardens (Darnell); Cellars; Stables: Park & Pasture.]

(627) 16 June   W[ilia]m Pope to HG
“Mrs Thomas and I Rcd. Your Letters and have Duly attended to them 
and I hope it will meet Your approbation. Mrs Love Was Entered [interred] 
on Friday June 14th Mr Jackson Did his Part very Well indeed and Desires 
his Compliments to you & Mr [Tookey] I should have Wrote to you at first 
but Mr [Tookey] Said he Would do it and he Could State Mrs Loves Case 
better than I could to you We are all very happy to hear that My Ld and Mr 
Germain are both Well and I hope you found all Friends Well in London the 
Country is very Plezent and the Grass Growes very fast indeed and a Great 
Deal of it their Will be but I hope You Will be back Soon to See it your Self.”
[Ann Gladwell’s sister, Elizabeth Love died 10th June.]

(628) [Postmark] 19 June   Christ[opher] Tuck [HG’s nephew who worked as a 
cook.], from New Road, St. Georges East, to HG
Dr Uncle
I’ve inclosed the particulars you wishd & also a Watch string presentd me 
by Mr Barker, I do most sincerely wish you the full enjoyment of Health & 
a pleasant Journey.”

(629) 24 Jun   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am glad to hear the Country looks so well as I had feared the cold winds 
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would have done harm. The only reason against turning the young Bull 
into the Paddock, is, that I fear he will grow wild & dangerous, as all the 
other Bulls have done. I hope you continue well.”

(630) 28 June   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to inform your Lordship that we held your Audit 
yesterday for the half year ending Michaelmas 1804, And that I Received 
of Mr Sharard the sum of £1096-9-41/2 which I promise to be accountable to 
your Lordship.”
[William Yorke has taken into partnership Robert Sherard.]

(631) 29 Jun   Lord Sackville, Harley St., to HG
“I should wish to have the same return made as last year. I am glad to hear 
you are well.”

(632) 1 Jul   G[eorge] Germain to HG
“I should be obliged to you to enter the same number of Horses and 
Servants as you did last year.”

(633) 2 Jul   Tho[ma]s Fuller, from Brampton, to HG
“I hope the Mare you Sent to be covered Boy Stickles is [Stinted] to the horse 
as I have Paid every atintion to her the reason you Did not hear from before 
the mare returnd horsing after the first covering and I did not Think her 
safe to go from this before She had Beine tried three or four weeks I hope 
she will prove in Fold wich I don’t think thaire is A doubt of I sopose Sir 
you may wish to no The expences the Covering is 15 pound ten Shillings. 
The Mares keep is 7s pr week.”

(634) 29 Jul   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am glad to hear you have been so fortunate in getting the Hay & that you 
have a plentiful Crop. I hope the Storms have not beat down the grain in 
Northamptonshire as much as they have in this part of the Country.
I shall be glad if you will send me a Buck by the Coach on Friday next.”

(635) 1 Aug   Samuel Sacks. Mortimer, from Syon Hill, to HG
“I am sorry it is not in my power to go to Stoke this year. His Grace goes to 
Brighton much sooner than was expected, but I trust in God, that we may all 
be alive & well, and next May when you come up to Town, I shall be happy 
of your Company. My Father will be truly so, and is much disappointed at 
our not coming at this time.”
[This shows that Samuel Mortimer was now in the service of Hugh, 2nd Dule of 
Northumberland of Syon Park, Middlesex.] 

(636) 10 Aug   Christ[opher] Tuck from London, to HG
“My Dr Uncle, The reason of my not writeing you on our late good News 
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I was out of Town at Bramford near Ipswich, I should have been pleased 
to have giving you the good account but I concluded you perhaps would 
convey the needful as early Ive been going to write you for this Week past 
but Ive been waiting to give you some good account & still flatter myself 
of having that pleasure very soon particulars of Lord Nelson alertness 
your papers will give you nothing new except the much talked of Invasion 
a Circular letter from Lord Harrington by order the Commander in Chief 
to all the Commander of Volunteer Corps has been sent for every Vol- to 
hold himself in readiness as there expects very soon to be calld out, in 
consequence of some information Government is in possession of the 
movements of the enemy, as the old adage say prevention is better than 
cure, I trust to Heaven to proper and arm by Sea & Land, Stocks are Strong 
&c. I was at Twickenham about a Month ago I saw the nice old Ladies Mrs 
Love & her Sister & Mr Carter &c. they desired their kind love to you when 
I write, I recd. your picture which rely on me shall be taken every possible 
care of & every respect paid it, Mr Carter favoured me with a call whilst I 
was from home I’m sorry I was not at home to receive him he appeaers a 
Worthy Character, all Fds in Suffolk beg to be kindly rememberd to you, 
I’m proud to say there is a fine prospect of a plentiful Harvest I trust we 
shall have fine weather to ripen the corn & house it, that will be a blessing, 
our enemies I think me have nothing to fear, I’m happy to say I’m finely 
I hope you continue in good health& spirit I need not add that I shall be 
happy to hear a good account of you.” 

(637) 22 Aug   W[ilia]m Yorke, from Mount, [postmark Shrewsbury] to HG
“When I was in Town about three weeks back I called upon Lord Sackville 
& it gave me infinite pleasure to find him & his Brother both well, & this 
morning as I was riding out I had the pleasure to meet with Mr Germain 
who is upon a visit at Sir Robert Leighton’s. If I am to have the honor in the 
usual Donation from Lord Sackville’s half a Buck, I should take it as a very 
great favour in you to forward it by the Cambridge Coach from Thrapston 
on Thursday the fifth day of September, directed through Birmingham by 
the Prince of Wales to this place, but will beg as a favour an early answer 
thereof and it wd. be an additional pleasure to Mrs. Y & my Son if you wd. 
accompany it by the same conveyance when you should upon your arrival 
receive a hearty Welcome at the Mount. If I shd. have the honor of the 
Venison, our old friend Mr. Outlam & wife will partake of it, we have no 
news wortrh relating. Complts. to all Friends & Mrs Y & Son join with me in 
sincerely wishing you are well.”
[Sir Robert Leighton, 5th Bart. (1752-1819) of Loton Park, Shrewsbury. It was a 
large mid-18th century house but has been demolished.]

(638) 28 Aug   Lord Sackville, from Woburn Abbey, to HG
“I cannot recollect the name of the Farmer whose Sheep I wished Clarke 
to look at & from whom I thought he might get a good Ram, but he lives in 
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Dallington near Northampton.
I expect that Coll. Clitherow will go over to Drayton with some of his 
Friends early in September. They may possible dine & sleep there, in which 
case you will have a letter from him. I wish you to shew him as much sport 
as you can & send him some Venison to Yaxley Barracks.”
[James Clitherow (1731-1805) a colonel in the militia. Yaxley Barracks were 
those known as Normans Cross, erected 1796-7 for the accommodation of French 
prisoners of war.]

(639) 3 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I wish you wd. tell Clarke, that I should be glad if he would go to the Duke 
of Grafton’s (Wakefield) about 9 miles from Northampton, & ask the Duke’s 
farming Man, to shew him a Ram, which Mr. Northey saw last week, & 
which I think from his description of it, is likely to suit my Ewes, as he is of 
great size & has a great quantity of wool. If Clarke approves of the Ram, he 
may tell the Duke’s Man that I will hire him.”
[Wakefield Lodge, Potterspury, south Northamptonshire]

(640) 6 Sept   HG to Lord Sackvile
“I have the honour to inform your Ldship that Colonel and Mrs Clitherow 
came here on Thursday evening and I took him into Islip Field a shooting 
the grain being so much up we could not find a great many Birds the 
Col. got ten shots and was much pleased with his days sports. They were 
highly delighted with the House Gardens and Park and left Drayton this 
morning. The Col. took a Haunch of Venison to the Barracks, with him & 
Mrs. Clitherow with her into Leicestershire. I Recd. your Lordships letter 
of the third instant and I have told Mr Clarke to go and look at the Ram at 
the Duke of Graftons and he will go to look at him But he is of the opinion 
that it is not necessary for your Lordship to inlarge your Breed of sheep as 
your Stock that is now coming in are as much improved as your land will 
carry & if you improve the growth of Wool to much your stock will fall off 
in flesh. The sheep that Mr C is now killing weighs from 24 to 25 pr Quarter 
which I think is a very good size Sheep. Should you wish to have a larger 
Breed you must reduce your Stock very much as your land is not strong 
enough to feed the very large breed of sheep. But if your Lordship thinks 
it best to have a Ram of a larger Breed it shall be done but Mr C is of the 
opinion it will not be so much to your Lordships profit without your Land 
was much stronger. Mr Clarke will wait your answer to my letter.”

(641) 17 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have had a letter from Coll. Clitherow expressing thanks for the good 
reception he met at Drayton & I am glad to hear he had a tolerable days sport.
I had no idea that the Sheep bred at Drayton weighed so much as you say 
they do; if the average is 24lb or 25lb pr quarter, I agree with you there is no 
use in getting them larger at present but I have always thought they did not 
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exceed 10lb. I fear the Farmers will find it difficult to get in the harvest. I am 
surprised to hear that mine was so forward. I hope what is saved will prove 
good.”

(642) 18 Sept   Edw[ard] Boodle, from Brook Street, to HG
“As you are so good as to give me my choice of the time to receive my Lord’s 
annual donation of Venison, I shall be much obliged to you to let it be in 
Town either Tuesday the 24th or Wed. 25th Inst. so as to be fit for dressing on 
Thursday the 26th.
[Postscript] Do not forget to pay my usual fee to the Keeper nor to ask me for 
it when we next meet.”

(643) 25 Sept   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I hope the present fine weather has enabled Clarke to finish the harvest. 
Has he put any lime on the land as yet? I intend (if possible) to see Drayton 
in the course of next month. I wish you would send me some game to 
Town.”

(644) 5 Oct   Edw[ard] Boodle, Brook Street, to HG
“Accept my best thanks for your obliging present of Game, and for all 
the trouble you had in sending me the Venison in such nice order. I 
congratulate you and the Country in general on this fine Weather, as well 
as on the prospect we have of turning the Tables on our inveterate foe 
on the Continent, who instead of invading us seems as if he would have 
enough to do to defend his own Territories. We may now hope to see a good 
termination to the War & I trust a speedy one.”
[The Battle of Trafalgar took place 21 October.]

(645) 28 Oct   Lord Glandore, from Ardfert Abbey, Kerry, to HG
“I think you are a man not likely to forget your old friends, and yet I must 
put you in mind, that you have not sent us any strong beer for the three last 
years, which used to be so great a treat to us. If you can send us a cask at 
this time, it will be a most acceptable present. The way to convey it will be 
to send it to Bristol with directions to have it shipped for Cork, directed for 
me, and consigned to the care of Dennis Moglan Esqre. Merchant Cork. You 
must find out some person at Bristol who will have the care of it there, as I 
know of none. 
I have the pleasure to tell you that Lady Glandore, who was very ill all last 
year, is much recovered and better than she has been for a long time past. 
We hear very seldom of Lord Sackville, so should be glad you would let us 
know how he is. Mr. & Mrs. Verelst are now with us.
Lady Glandore desires to be kindly remembered to you & Mrs. Gladwell, 
and believe me to be, with great regard, very sincerely yours.
[Postscript] We shall thank you to send us the receipt for the Stoneland carp 
sauce.”
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(646) 4 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“If Clarke cannot get any Scotch Beasts that he likes, he had better 
endeavour to buy some lean Stock in the Country, as there is such plenty 
of grass, & we have so much hay, that it will be easy to keep them in the 
winter. I suppose he will buy some sheep to put into Mr. Knight’s fields.”

(647) 13 Nov   G[eorge] Germain, Harley Street, to HG
“I have parted with my Groom, and he is indebted to me £30 which I should 
be much obliged to you to receive for me, I also wish he would give you 
an inventory of what things he leaves at Drayton and also what he sent to 
Milton.
My Brother desires me to say that Pope had better send the same quantity 
of Beer to Lord Glandore as he used to do.”
[Milton is probably Milton Hall, nerar Peterborough, the home of Earl Fitzwilliam.]

(648) 18 Nov   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I have thought of being at Drayton on Saturday the 30th of this month. 
Desire Mrs. Thomas to have fires in the rooms & get the House ready. I 
wish you would send me the dimensions of the three little breakfast Rooms 
as I must send down a carpet to cover them.”

(649) 28 Nov   Geo[rge] Rubbra, from Northampton, to HG
“Mr Smyth has desired me to beg that you will remit to him the years Rent 
due from Lord Sackville to the Revd. Mr King as Guardians of his Infant 
Niece at Michaelmas last, Mr King’s other Rents are all paid & Mr Smyth 
wants only for this to make him a Remittance.
[Postscript] Mr Smyth will also be obliged to you to inform him how the 
Account with Mrs Barbers Executors stands in Respect of the Dividends of 
the Stock.”

(650) 6 Dec   J. Salkeld to HG
“Have Enclosed you the Shipping note with the Expence of the Wharf & 
Cartage but have not Added any thing for several times Attending upon the 
Occasion that is Submitted to you.”
[With a small note] London 4 Dec 1805, Mr Salkeld, To Josh Williams
Lord Glandore One Cask Ale [&c] £0.16.0 Wm Thomasen
Sails Tuesday Decr, 10th

(651) 17 Dec   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I have seen the Duke of Bedford since I came to Town. He was very much 
pleased with the Two Heifers that were bred at Drayton, and he thinks the 
Bull improved. He says that he ought to have some Turnips now & be kept 
well as he will grow very much.”
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(652) 28 Dec   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“Pray tell Chas. Bird to take some Venison to Mr. Squire’s at Thrapston 
immediately. I do not wish to keep either of the last born calves as Bulls, 
You will therefore have them cut, & keep them as usual.”

(653) [Undated]  HG’s draft reply to above
“I have the honour to inform your Lordsh. that I have told Perkins to get 
some Game for you if the weather will permit him. I will be sure to send 
a Basket by Coach on Wednesday. The Welch Beasts are doing very well 
in Mill Close they have Hay twice a day and are much improved. Mr. 
Wedderson has sent me word that he will come to Drayton in a few days 
and if he likes them and we can agree for price he shall have them. The Bull 
is improved he has Hay given him every day We have given him Turnips 
but he does not care to eat them at present. Mr. Clarke has some doubt 
whether the young Bull will be able to serve both the last Herefordshire 
Cows he is afraid one of them is to big for him. Mr. Clarke intends to part 
with those two Cows your Lordship mentioned to me in your last letter. 
The Old Bull sold for 12.0 Weight 70-12- at 3/6 pr Stone. As soon as it Recd. 
Your Lordship letter of the 28 Inst. I sent Mr. Sqires half a Doe and today I 
have sent some Game. The two last Bull Calves shall be cut at a proper time 
They are now weaning from the Cows.”

1806

(654) 3 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should be glad if you would send me some game to Town by next 
Tuesday’s Coach. Pray let me know what Clarke is doing with the Welch 
Beasts, whether he has taken them into the Stalls, or not. Does the Bull 
improve, since you have fed him better? & will he be able to serve the two 
new Hereford Heifers? I hope Clarke will sell those two ugly Cows, one of 
which you told me, breaks out of the Pastures. What did the Old Bull sell 
for? I wrote to you a few days ago, to desire you would send Mr. Squire 
some Doe Venison. I fear you will not have had any good to send him, for 
the Does were very thin when I was at Drayton.”

(655) 6 Jan   [Mr.] Sherard, from Thrapston, to HG
“I find that Drage’s Name is not in the Property Tax Assessment & therefore 
he is not intitled to any Deduction at all. Of course you will receive the 
whole £5.6s.”

(656) 24 Jan   George Lackington, from London, to HG
“I herewith beg your acceptance of a proof portrait of your dear old Lord – 
had we been permitted the use of the picture it would have been perhaps 
better as to likeness, to this end I did what I could. I wrote to Lord Sackville 
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who had the politeness to say that the best likeness of his father was in 
his possession from which he told me a bad print has been engraved, the 
obvious course for me was to beg the use of the picture for the purpose of 
handing a good one down to posterity. I received no answer to this request, 
and it appears therefore that a bad one or a good one were alike indifferent 
to him. I must own that I felt hurt at such treatment, tho it was even more 
unusual to Mr Cumberland than to me – in whose Memoirs is a character 
of his father that would make any son congratulate himself not only having 
had such a parent, but such a Biographer to record his Virtues. I am sorry to 
add, tho it does not in the least surprise me, from such a proof of disrespect 
which I have mentioned that the author was denied the gratification of 
drawing a parallel between the virtues of the father & the son. He has 
therefore dedicated the Memoirs of Lord Sackville to Lord Dorchester, 
and I have seen an enthusiastic letter acknowledging the value of such an 
honour, from the latter to Mr Cumberland, the perusal of which would I 
think make Lord Sackville blush pretty deeply could he read it. When I see 
you in town you will read the book, I crave your pardon in detaining you 
so long on an unpleasant subject. I have another which I am sure will give 
you pleasure namely that my wife is in good health. We have no family 
nor any wish for one, for we live happily as man & wife can live, and that 
implies the enjoyment of every felicity on earth. She sends her kindest 
respects to you. My father mother & sister thank God are well. My Sister 
expects shortly to be confined with a girl. Times, Mr Gladwell, look very 
queer at present. We are doing a great deal of business and increasing our 
wealth in books tho not in cash. Whether we shall have the opportunity of 
realizing at some future time God only knows, all I can say is that if hand 
labor merits it, I think if I continue to do what I now do, I shall have a pretty 
strong claim in a few years. Poor Nelson & poor Pitt every one must grieve 
at their fall. Bonapartes greatest and most dreadful foes in this Country 
are no more. Nothing is known as to a new administration and the talent 
seems so much on the side of opposition that it is feared no lasting cabinet 
can be formed without them, if with them. Fox they say shall come in and 
then farewell our poor King, and all those measures that we have hitherto 
thought the country would its salvation to [torn] Politics have latterly been 
so disappointingly perverse that I feel happy to quit the subject.
Mr Tuck was well when we last saw him probably you have heard from him 
since. Mrs. L. joins me in kindest respects to Mrs. Thomas.”
[Richard Cumberland’s Memoirs were eventually published in 1807. It contains a 
vindication of Lord George Sackville’s career, which he had originally published in 
1785, following Lord George’s death.]

(657) 25 Jan   Chr[istopher] Smyth, from Northampton, to HG
“Mr William Barber of Moulton, to whom the overplus Dividends, after 
paying the Annuities given by Mr Mark Days will belong, had rather 
receive the money than have it laid out in the Fund, and therefore you 
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will have the goodness either to remit the money to me, or to pay it to my 
account at Messrs. Drummonds Charing Cross.”

(658) [Undated]   Lord Sackville, from Colworth, to HG
“I do not wish it to be generally known that I am to be at Drayton soon. I 
shall therefore be glad if you will not mention that you expect me.”

(659) 11 Feb   [James?] Lackington, Queen Street, London, to HG
“Yours I Recd with its Contents We are Happy to hear you are well I have 
paid Mr Byfield for your Years paper Mr Peace has had a Stroke some time 
since and still continues so unwell that he is not able to do his Business 
so he desired Mr Byfield to send your Paper I have desired him to send 
your Bill to me in future I am sorry to say there is no news There are such 
changes every day If the new Ministers for but bring about a Peace I shall 
be very glad as every thing has turned out so very Bad lately it is the most 
to be wished for George has sent you a portrait of the late Lord Sackville 
to Mr Turner for him to send the first opertunity I hope you will receive it 
safe.”

(660) [Undated]   Tho[mas] Scarth, from Sudborough House, to HG
“I am sorry this morning has proved so unfavourable as to prevent me the 
pleasure of meeting you to investigate the Business of the Tree Bord in Long 
Lawns.
As I am under the necessity of leaving the Country on Thursday morning, I 
should be happy to attend you tomorrow at eleven o’clock or any later hour 
which may be most convenient to yourself.”
[Endorsed “Steward to Ld Darlington”, i.e. Henry Vane, 2nd Earl of Darlington 
(1726-1792). He by some marriage link had put in a successful claim to some of the 
Pulteney estate lands. He eventually became Duke of Cleveland and the Vane family 
held the Sudborough estate for several generations, hence the Vane Arms pub there 
(see letter 423 above).]

(661) [Undated Lord Sackville to HG, but refers to Lord Darlington’s Steward.]
“I am perfectly satisfied with the agreement you have made with Lord 
Darlington’s Steward, & shall be willing to pay the sum mentioned, on the 
execution of the proper Conveyance, which (of course) Mr Sherard will 
prepare. The Mare may as well be sent to the same Horse.”

(662) 4 Mar   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am sorry to hear that Mrs. Luck is dead. Her Son is certainly the Person 
to whom I should wish to let the Farm, provided he has managed it well 
during his Mother’s life, & that it is (at present) in good condition. At all 
events, he will hold it till the expiration of the year, & previous to that I 
should wish to have it looked over. In all probability I shall be at Drayton 
some day in April. I am glad you have been using the Mole Plough in Mr 
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Knight’s Field, & the Park. I suppose you will use it likewise in the Pasture, 
as you told me some part were still wet.
I should wish all the Hereford Calves to be reared. What has Clarke done 
with the Eight Heifers he bought in the Autumn?”

(663) 10 Mar   Christ[opher] Tuck, from London, to HG
“Drst Uncle, Yours of the 26 Decr I truly recd. I’m glad you like the Rum 
– I’m informd by judges it is a choice article would you like to have a Gall 
more sent Mr G L has had some of the same I’m happy to say the family are 
all well, I passed the Day at Queen St about three Weeks since, I was pleased 
to have a good account of your Health &c. I thank you for a very fine Hare 
& the finest goose I ever saw, I cannot at present let you know about the 
Rum as my Ld being at Sea & the books very backward in ordering the 
same, we can settle when I’ve the much wishd.for pleasure of seeing you in 
London, Mr Suter of Col [Colchester] is no more he has been afflictd it has a 
happy release as there was no prospect of his getting better. I cannot close 
this without expressing the loss of one good & able Statesman Mr Pitt I’m 
convinced he fell a sacrifice to his Country, I trust he is far better provided 
for in another & better World, we have few men left of his brilliant talents 
we have many Nelsons, I think I’m in possession of your sentiments of the 
present administration, men of merit will not boast of their well doing, but 
leave the World to judge, I’ve no opinion of their long continuation, I hope 
they will do as well but I’ve my doubts, they seem much at a loss Since 
lately been to Plymouth to the Sale of Sir R Strachan prizes I made some 
purchases worth my attention having business in Dorsetshire & Bristol all 
things considered I had a very pleasant Journey, I’ve been lucky in meeting 
with a very clever & useful Horse & at a very cheap rate, I expect you have 
your valuable Nag, the time of Year is coming that it will be pleasant rideing 
it in fine exercise & very conducive to health, I’ve no News to transmit you 
we are Cook & for some from this Fleet that is gone where are now not 
some seas to the East time must prove [by damaged seal] it will give much 
pleasure to hear a good Account of you I’m thankful for Gods mercies, I’ve 
had my health finely this Winter & have had plenty to do the Fleet now 
being nearly all gone to Sea, we have a little leisure to get a fresh stock, I’ve 
seen nothing of Mr Carter or Mrs Love since I was at Town.”
[postscript] “All Fds in Suffolk are Well, We have had a heavy fall of Snow 
this Morng.” 

(664) 20 Mar   Edw[ar]d R[ussell], from Cockspur St, London, to HG
“By this days Coach you will receive a barrel of Oysters, which if they come 
up to my wish, shall be excellent.
From my long silence, you surely must have thought me dead or gone 
away; indeed I have been remiss not to have acknowledged immediately, 
the receipt of your most friendly present of a remarkably fine Haunch of 
Venison; a Hare and brace of Partridges. However, I trust, as you know 
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what a slave I am to the World, you will attribute my omission to the true 
cause, namely, business, and not to the want of a due sense of the most 
friendly attention you have favoured me with. I do assure you, I have had 
my time wonderfully taken up, ever since Christmas.
By Thursdays Coach in next week, I shall do myself the pleasure to forward 
you another barrel.
In whatever I can serve you in this Metropolis, pray command me. My 
Daughter writes with me in every friendly wish.”

(665) [A small page from a notebook]
The Right Honble Lord Viscount Sackville Years Taxes from the % of April 
1805 to ye 6th April 1806
House and 210 Windows				   £86 – 15 –
Inhabited House				      2 – 10 –
10 Male Servants				     70 -    - 
3 Do. Labourers in the Garden			     -   15 –
1 Four Wheel Carriage			    	 10 -    -
2 Two Wheel Carriages			    	 14 – 14 –
1 Do. Drawn by One Horse		    	 5 -  5 –
8 Horses for Riding			    	 39 -  4 –
4 Other Horses Cart Horses		   	  2 – 10 –
6 Dogs 10/ each				      	 3 -    -
Armorial Bearings        		    		  2 -  2 –
Hair Powder				      	 1 -  1 –
E Martin Hair Powder			     	 1 -  1 –
5 Windows Keepers Lodge  		   	    -  6 –
				    Years Tax 	  £239-  4 -			 
										        
(666) 14 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG [cover only]

(667) 14 Apr   Edw[ard] Boodle, Brook Street, to HG
“I was hurried on Saturday that I had not time to open your letter, much 
less to answer it by the day’s post – and I have now barely enough to tell 
you that I have received it and the three hundred pounds inclosed in it on 
Lord Sackville’s account. Hoping to see you in Town soon.”

(668) 19 Apr   W[ilia]m Jones, from Mayors Court Offices, Royal Exchange 
[London]
“I am desired by Mr Carter to say that he has at last arranged the Business 
respecting the late Mrs Love’s Will & that he has purchased in your name 
in old South Sea Anns. Fifty five pounds 11/8 from the Money he received 
for you on the funeral account I have enclosed the receipt for this Stock. 
The legacy bequeathed to you by the Will Mr Carter will be in a situation 
of transferring into your Name in the Course of a day or two and of which 
he will inform you there will be a trifling deduction from the Legacy of £75 
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which has been applied to make up the deficiency. Mrs Jane Clements Mrs 
Love’s Sister died the 17th instant & I am sorry to say before we could get 
the Business completed & it will therefore be necessary for Mrs Love to take 
administration to her Effect, in order to enable her to receive Mrs Clements 
Legacy. Mr Carter desires me to make his best respects.”

(669) 22 Apr   HG to Mr Carter
“I Received a letter from Mr Jones by Sundays Post informing me that you 
had at last arranged the Business respecting my Sister’s Will and that you 
had purchased a 55 Stock in my name in the Old South Sea Anns. being 
the Money Received for me on the Funeral account which Stock cost £33-
9- and that the Legacy of 75 bequeathed to me by the Will you will be in 
a situation of transferring in the course of a day or two. As I have a small 
Stock standing at the OSSA of the sum of £395 If it can be done I shall like to 
have what you buy for me to be put to the same stock standing in my name.
If the Legacy left by my Sister to Mary Bird and Alice Woollaston of £10 
each are now to be paid I shall be much obliged to you if you will be so 
good as to pay them to my Account at Messrs. Drummonds and I will pay 
the Money to them here. I have now to beg of you to accept my best thanks 
for the trouble you had I hope to have the pleasure of seeing when I am in 
Town which I hope will be either in May or the beginning of June. Mr Jones 
informs me of Mrs Clements death who died the 17 Inst. As it has pleased 
God to take her I hope it is a happy relief for at times she suffered very 
much. I hope Ms Love continues pretty well and not suffer much I beg my 
kind love to her and Mr Robert. I beg my best Compliments to Mrs Carter 
and my Friend John. Accept the same.”

(670) 23 Apr   Ewin Carter, post mark Twickenham, to HG
“I have Recd a Letter From you where Mr Jones Informs you of the purchase 
of 55:11:8 in your name on the account of the funeral which I have done 
and Last munday I transferd your 15 Stock which your Sister Left you By 
will But Could not put it to your Stock that ware thear which I Intended 
to doe; But instead of 75 Stock it is But 74:1 Standing in your name on the 
Leggice account which with the 55:11:8 together makes £129-0-8 Standing in 
your names Henry Gladwell Esqr. Of pell-mell; I am much surprisd. That 
mr Jones have nott Informed you the defficincy of your sisters property; to 
answer the Expectation of the money Leggices will £55 in money; Likewise 
then a deficensy of 16=3=10 which is taken from Every Stock Leggice in this 
preposition

Poor of Twickenham 			   50
Mary					     25
Mary Love for Life 			   800
Ian Clements				    100
Margret [Fletcher]			   200
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Henry Gladwell				   75
Ewen Carter				    25
[alongside a list showing amount after deductions]

Mrs Clements have Been at Mrs Loves in the day for som months & Borded 
her self and slept at her Lodgings until this Last five weeks; in which shee 
suffred very much from her old Complaint until pleas God to take her From 
this place She have had good friends amongst our Gentrey For som time 
which have come to me to know whether there wase any property to Burey 
her and there is in the stock 98=14=7 sufficint to Bury her and pay doctors 
Bills &c. had shee Livd until Monday Last I should have Sold her Stock by 
a Letter of Eturny as that is not lose money as that is not Case Mary Love is 
her ayer and she must go to the Commons to administer and have to Bonds 
[seal damage] But the Bonds will Be no Expence; the administration will be 
about £5 he is now about desposing of her sisters goods But they will not 
amount to much.
My wife distributed the woring apparill acoding to will to they satisfaction 
But since they wor given them and Mrs Mortons & Ian Whetly I have Been 
obliged to demand £18 from them as there was not property seficent the 
Leggisies; which Mary Love & Mrs Clements & Mrs Wishart have paid me 
out of thar Interest.
Mrs Love and Mrs ar well and deseors theyr Loves.”

(671) 1 May   Robert Sherard, from Thrapston, to Lord Sackville
“When Lord Darlington’s agent was in this Part of the Country last I took 
the opportunity of mentioning the Claim which had been set up by Sir Wm 
Pulteney to a Freehold Lane dividing the Estates of your Lordship and Sir 
William.
The Matter has been represented to Ld Darlington & the Statement made on 
the Part of your Lordship has also been taken into consideration & a Letter 
received by me (yesterday only owing to my being on a Journey) conveyed 
the Information of his Lordship having agreed to relinquish such Claim.
In order to prevent the Revival of it at a future Period the surest Way will be 
to have an actual Conveyance of the Piece of Ground accurately described, 
made to your Lordship by Lord Darlington to which his Lordships Agent 
informs me Lord Darlington will not object.
Not having seen Mr Gladwell since my Return & therefore uncertain 
whether he had written to your Lordahip on this Subject I thought it not 
improper to communicate the above.”

(672) 1 May   Draft advertisement
“Three Guineas Reward
Stolen on or about April the 20 from Lord Sackville’s Dog Kennels at 
Drayton House a Leaden Trough Three feet long nine Inches wide and 
nine Inches & Half deep. Whoever will give information of the person or 
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persons on conviction shall Receive three Guineas.
H Gladwell, Drayton House”

(673) 14 May   Lord Sackville to HG [cover only]

(674) 17 May   B.C. Turner to HG
“It was not in my power to answer yours by return of post My Lord has just 
told me that Mr Sneyd goes out of Town on Monday & that he has wrote to 
inform you as the Kettering Coach comes on Tuesday. I think you had better 
come by it & Mr Sneyds Bed will be ready to receive you, be so kind as to let 
me know before and when the Coach puts up, that if it is in my Power I may 
have the Pleasure of meeting you & Conduct you safe to Harley Street, my 
wife Joins in complts.”

(675) 27 May   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“Mr. Sneyd leaves Town on Monday next, I should therefore advise you to 
put off your journey till that day or Tuesday, as you can then occupy his 
room.”

[It seems that Gladwell has stopped keeping all the letters sent to him and only those 
to and from Lord Sackville and a few others are being retained.]

(676) 27 Jun   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to inform your Lordship that we held your Lordships 
Audit yesterday for the half year ending Michaelmas 1805 and I Recd of 
Messrs Yorke & Sherard the sum of £1265-1-10 which I promise to be 
Accountable to your Lordship for. I afterwards paid to Mr Robert Sherard 
175 - - being Mr Squire’s half years Annuity after deducting the Property 
Tax £35. All your Tenants did not pay their Rent yesterday but have 
promised to pay it next week.
I am happy to say we have had some fine Rains yesterday and today.”

(677) 1 Jul   HG to Lord Sackville
“I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I Recd. of Mesrs Yorke and 
Sherard the Sum of £181-17-5 which I promise to be Accountable to you for. 
Mr Spencer is the only Tenant that has not paid his Rent but he promises 
to pay this week. Mr Sherard has informed me that the Conveyance for the 
Freehold will soon be ready and that Lord Darlington wishes the money 
to be paid to him in Town, as soon the Conveyance is ready I will give 
the Money £200 to Mr Sherard to pay his Lordship as soon as the Deed 
is executed. I began Mowing the Pasture yesterday Morning and hope for 
fine Weather to get the Hay in. There was a good deal of Rain fell in the 
afternoon but this Morning it promises to be fine and am now going on 
Mowing.”
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(678) 7 Jul   [Messrs.] Herries Farquhar & Co.. from London, to HG
“In return for the draft of £50 inclosed in your letter of yesterday, we send 
you herewith the same sum in three Bank Notes.”

(679) 4 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should be glad if you would send some Venison to Town immediately. 
Send a Buck by next Friday’s Coach and another by Sunday’s Coach. I 
ordered the Oil Cake to be sent about this time. I suppose Mr. Shepley will 
write as soon as it sets off.”

(680) 1 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I received a very good account from my Brother of the Stock & Crops at 
Drayton and am glad to hear you have been able to get the wheat in, without 
much rain. I hear from all quarters that the Venison is excellent this year. If 
there is enough, after the usual quantity is sent out, I should be glad to have 
a Buck sent here the latter end of this week. If you run short, send half a one.”

(681) 9 Sept   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“If the Season is not quite over, I wish you would send up two Haunches of 
Venison. I have some thought of sleeping at Drayton about the 18th of this 
month. I hope you have escaped the heavy rain we have had in London, 
and that your harvest is all safe.”

(682) 11 Sept   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am sorry to hear, that owing to Mr. Lawry having neglected the 
necessary repairs at Islip, the House is in a dreadful state, & will thereby 
be an objection to any Clergyman that would be willing to hold the Living. 
Something must of course be done to it, but on reasonable terms, I wish 
you would have the buildings examined immediately (no time must be lost) 
& have an estimate made of the expence of putting them into tenantable 
repair. I believe the Tenants are bound to find Straw. Pray have a statement 
made out of all the particulars before I come to Drayton which I fancy will 
be about the 18th or 19th of the present month.”
[Rev Samuel Lawry rector of Islip d.1806] 

(683) 8 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“The Oxen will get to Drayton on Tuesday next. Pray desire Clarke to 
see the Man that drives them home, as he will have directions from Mr. 
Webstear how they are to be treated on their arrival. My three Oxen had 
better be taken up tomorrow night.
I gave the £200 to Mr. Boodle for Ld. Darlington & I will desire him to pay 
that sum to Drummonds immediately. I think it is an excellent purchase.”

(684) 22 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG  [cover only]
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(685) 22 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“As it is necessary the Oxen should have some turnips, I wish you would 
tell Clarke to buy an Acre for them.
Mr. Byng admired my three home bred Oxen very much. I wish to know 
whether Mr. G has taken possession of the Living of Islip yet, & likewise 
whether you have begun the repairs at the Vicarage House. I hope it will 
not be necessary for Mrs. Etough to leave her House, but should it be so, I 
should be happy to accommodate her at Drayton.”
[“Mr G” is the Rev. Isaac Gaskarth, who had held the livings of Deford and 
Ringstead from 1777. He was at Islip from 1806 until his death in 1811. In his will 
he left his fishing rods etc. to a close friend together with “whatsoever belongs to the 
Amusement of Angling”.]

(686) 23 Oct   Edw[ard] Boodle, Brook Street, to HG
“I this day received your letter of the 21st Instant as well as that of the 23rd 
accompanying your very kind present of Game which arrived perfectly 
fresh & good & for which I beg you to accept my sincere thanks. Your letter 
of the 21st contained the information I had long been waiting for respecting 
the £200 purchase money of Lord Darlington’s freehold, and if you will take 
the trouble of turning to the letter in which I acknowledged the receipt of 
the money I think you will find that I should expect to hear from you in 
what manner or to whom I was to pay it & whether the Conveyance was 
executed or not. Happening to call on Lord Sackville this morning before 
I had seen your letter I learnt from him that it was to be paid to Messrs. 
Drummond on Lord Darlington’s account. I have therefore done so 
accordingly and presume that Messrs. Drummond will of course inform 
his Lordship of it.
I have now another subject to trouble you upon – namely the expected 
Dissolution of Parliament which it is understood will take place tomorrow. 
The new Election for East Grinsted, of which Borough I hope you do not 
forget you are an Elector, will probably be on or about Friday following 
(Tomorrow sennight) when the favour of your Company is particularly 
requested to meet your Brother Burgage holders, and if you will continue 
to be in Town on this day sennight (Thursday the 30th Inst.) I will as 
much earlier as you please take care that you shall be safely conveyed to 
Grinsted on Friday and as safely returned to London on Saturday unless 
you should be inclined to pass another day or two with your friends in that 
Neighbourhood. I do not hear of any projected opposition to the proposed 
Members, but it is right that we should be prepared for all events.”

(687) 2 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Sidmouth, to HG
“I think you had better write to Mr. Shepley & secure the arrival of more 
Oil Cakes before the present Stock is exhausted. I suppose what you have 
got will last till about Christmas, so you must take care that he sends you 
a fresh supply by that time. It will be best for him to send 500 at a time, as 
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they get dry & less nutritious by keeping. I believe I shall be at Drayton 
about the middle of January & remain there a fortnight. Lord Gwydir is 
much better.”
[Endorsed by HG “wrote to Mr Shepley Dec 11”. For Lord Gwydir see Letter 527.]

(688) 11 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Saltram [Devon], to HG
“You mention two Cows that came last from Herefordshire having calves. I 
do not make out what the second Cow can be, unless Sir Joseph Banks has 
not yet sent you his, in which case, I will write to inform him of Mr. Knight 
having sent her to Drayton, which he must have omitted to mention. I 
suppose you received my letter, inclosing the Marks & Colour of my Cow & 
Bull. I wish you wd. let me know the exact time of their calving & whether 
I have got a Bull or Cow Calf. I have written to desire Mr. Byng give further 
directions about the Oxen, but if you do not hear from him before the 18th 
You had better desire Clarke to give them four Cakes pr. Day & to continue 
giving them that number till he hears from Mr. Byng.”
[Saltram the home of John Parker, Lord Boringdon, a great supporter of William 
Pitt’s administration.]

(689) 31 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am sorry to hear that Mr. Shepley has omitted sending the Oil Cakes. If 
he neglects it again, Clarke must contrive to get a few, for the Oxen will lose 
all chance of success if they are taken off the cake at this period. Mr. Boodle 
will be glad if you will send whatever Money you intended for him, in half 
Notes to Messrs. Drummonds,  be so good to let me know what sum you 
can spare to send. I shd. be glad to have another Doe sent to Town & if you 
can send a Hare & a brace of Birds at the same time, so much the better. I 
hope to see you before the end of Jany. at Drayton.”

1807

(690) 8 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
”The money you have sent, will answer the purpose, therefore I will not 
trouble you to send any more at present, as it will be the safest way to wait 
till I go to Drayton. William Calloway wishes to have a Hare & a brace of 
Birds. I wish you wd. send them to Harley Street. The Oil Cakes were sent 
by last Saturday’s Waggon.”

(691) 14 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“I return you the paper, signed. The Oxen will leave Drayton the last week 
in February, so you will know how much Oil Cake will be wanted. My 
Brother tells me, they still have Turnips, which rather surprises me., but I 
suppose Mr. Byng left directions about the time when they should be left 
off. I hope Clarke keeps an exact acct. of their food.”
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(692) 16 Feb   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“The Oxen must leave Drayton on Thursday next. They must travel very 
slowly: I wish them to reach Highgate on Friday the 27th of this month, by 
eight o’clock in the morning, where a Man shall meet them, to shew them, 
where they are to go. You will be so good to send some Oil Cake for them, 
as they must be constantly fed on the road, wherever they stop. I should 
think it would be best to send a Cart & a horse with them.
I have some idea of going to Drayton for a day or two, the latter end of this 
week in which case, my Brother will meet me there on Friday or Saturday.
Pray give particular directions to the Men that drive the Oxen to Town, not 
to hurry them on their journey. They will have nine days, so that it will not 
be necessary to travel above eight or nine miles pr. day. Desire Clarke to go 
with them the first day’s journey.”

(693) 19 Feb   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I shall be at Drayton on Saturday next to dinner at six o’clock. Pray send 
somebody to open the Gates for me.”
[These are gates which have been erected across the drive from the Thrapston road 
subsequent to the Inclosure.]

(694) 25 Mar   Lord Sackville, from Brandon, to George Germain
“Pray tell Mr. Gladwell that I received his packet safe, & that it contains 
£435 instead of 439-19-1, which his letter mentioned. I merely mention this 
to prevent his thinking there is a mistake when Drummond gives a receipt 
for that sum.”

(695) 3 Apr   A list of the Christmas Boxes [in the hand of Charles Bird]
[2s 6d to each, sent to the various estate villages and also includes “the Waggoner at 
Thrapston; the Post Boy at Do.” and various tradesmen, also “the Boys at Lowick 
on Plow Monday … the Malster at Sudborough, the Brewer at Bridgestock, the 
Porter of the Waggons, the Portrs at the Coal Yard, the Earth Stopper for Lord 
FitzWilliams, the Boys on the 5th of November.” The total is £3.12.6.]

(696) 3 Apr   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I have to apologise to you for the mistake I made about the money which 
you sent me by my Brother. The fact was exactly as you stated in yr. last 
letter, that I had miscounted the amount of the Bank Post Bill. I have desired 
Turner to pay the whole sum to Messrs. Drummonds on my account, & to 
take their receipt for it, as having been paid by you. I hope my blunder 
caused you no uneasiness, but I felt quite provoked with myself about it. I 
will send you the Prize Cup to Drayton immediately.”
[One of Lord Sackville’s horses won the King’s Plate at Warwick Races.]

(697) 6 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have just received a letter from Mr Squire, complaining that his Annuity 
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is never paid till June, & desiring it may be paid immediately. Let me know 
(if possible) by return of Post, whether you can pay it, or whether it will be 
necessary for me to send the money from Town, which I will do this week, 
if you cannot settle it.”

(698) 9 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have made a mark opposite to the two Cows, which I wish to have sent 
to Woburn. As Mr. Squire cannot make it convenient to wait till the Audit 
for the payment of his Annuity, we must in future to be sure to pay it on the 
day it becomes due.”

(699) 1 Jun   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am sorry to hear of Charles Bird’s death. His wife must have been 
prepared for the event, I still fear the shock must have been great to her, 
& I shall be glad to hear how she is. The care of the Park, & the Deer, must 
devolve on Perkins & the Under Keeper, & I shd. think they would be 
glad to undertake it & to divide the profits. Pray let me know how many 
Acres of Land Charles Bird rented & to whose Farms Fields would be most 
advantageously joined. You will be glad to hear that Mr. Arbuthnot is 
returned to England & is tolerably well.”
[Charles Bird, park keeper at Drayton for many years and a loyal servant of Lord 
Sackville, was buried at Lowick 30 May.]

(700) 2 Jun   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very sorry to hear so bad an account of Mrs. Bird, & am surprised 
that Charles died in such bad circumstances. You may assure her, that she 
will always find a Friend in me, and that I will assist her in the arrangement 
of her husband’s affairs. As for George Bird, you must be convinced that 
he could be of no use to me whatever, and you must likewise know that 
it is bad policy to let Grass Land without Cattle. Thirteen Acres can be of 
no material service, & he would most probably injure the Land without 
benefiting himself. My Brother & I agree, that it is best for him to go to 
service, as it will otherwise be impossible for him to provide for his Wife & 
Family.”

(701) 13 Jun   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very sorry to hear of Joe Bale’s dreadful accident. Of course I shall 
continue to pay him his weekly wages, and whatever more can be done to 
alleviate his sufferings, I should wish you to do for him. Have the goodness 
to inquire if he has got comfortable bedding and if any thing that Mr Tookey 
orders for him, can be better made at Drayton, than he can get it at home, 
pray let it be sent to him. I shall be very anxious to hear how he goes on & 
shall be glad if you will now & then write me an account of him. Should Mr. 
Tookey wish for any assistance, you will send for Dr. Kerr.
I suppose the two Cows that were sent to the Oakley Bull are still at 
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Woburn. When you send for them, tell the Man who is to drive them home, 
that he will find a third Cow, which is to return with them. I conclude you 
have heard of the death of Mr. L. Damer.”
[Lionel Damer, one of the sons of Joseph Damer of Milton Abbey, Dorset.]

(702) 23 Jun   Lord Sackville to HG
“Mr. Byng is gone to Ireland, but the best means of feeding the Oxen will 
be, to increase the quantity of Cake gradually as long as they seem to eat 
it with appetite, but never to offer them more than they wish for. Let then 
have seven Cakes pr. day, & if they continue to eat them for a week, let them 
have eight for the following week & so on as long as they stay at Drayton.”

(703) 31 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I shall not want any more Venison. I was in hopes that my Brother would 
have settled with you, whilst he was at Drayton, what should be done with 
the Cows. I suppose he told you, that I wished the new Cow to go to the 
Oakly Bull later in the year, & I think it will be best to let the old Cow (No.2) 
go with her. I was very sorry to hear of the death of Young Knight.”
[John Knight, the son of Samuel Knight of Lowick.]

(704) 3 Sept   Edw[ard] Boodle, Brook Street, to HG
“Accept my earliest & best thanks for all your care & trouble in forwarding 
to me in so excellent order my Lord’s bountiful present of Venison and 
for your no less bountiful & acceptable accompaniment of three braces of 
Birds, some of them of your own killing, I take for granted which makes 
them doubly welcome to me. I know not if my Lord is at Drayton – if he is, 
pray have the goodness to return him my grateful acknowledgements for 
his kindness to me on this as well as on various other instances.
We are all in great anxiety here for the success of the Baltic Expedition. The 
News we have hitherto got is good as far as it goes, but if the Danes should 
be so blind to their own Interest as to wish to throw themselves into the 
Arms of Bonaparte rather than into ours, and should endeavour to resist 
our forces, the contest must be fatal to them & expensive both in Men & 
Money to us. It seems we have effected a Landing within a very few miles 
of Copenhagen & have invested that City both by Sea & Land Cut off as 
they thus must be both from all Supplies & Reinforcements it is hoped they 
will soon see the folly of their holding out against so formidable an attack 
and will be content to receive as friends those whom they cannot cope 
with as enemies. The suspense, however, is very awful especially to those 
who have friends & Relations engaged in the undertaking, and it is so long 
before we can receive authentic intelligence from our Commanders by Sea 
& Land that this state of suspense must necessarily be of long continuance.
As you say nothing to the contrary I trust you are in health, to hear which 
will ever give sincere pleasure.”
[Interesting reference to the Anglo-Russian War of 1807-12 and the British attack 
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on Copenhagen in October 1807.]

(705) 7 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“My Brother has sent me the inclosed paper containing Mr. Childe’s 
opinion of the best manner of managing the Field, on the Slipton Farm, that 
has now a Crop of Beans on it. I wish you would take a Copy of it for Clarke 
& keep the paper yourself.”

(706) 8 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“Mr. Arbuthnot & his Children will go down to Drayton the latter end of this 
month. I shall be glad to have two brace of Partridges & a hare sent to Town 
as soon as you can get them, To whom did Perkins sell the two Bucks?”

(707) 8 Oct   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I intend going to Drayton for a week, or ten days the latter end of this 
month. Mr. Arbuthnot & his Family will be there in the course of the 
month, but as he is uncertain when he will be able to leave Town, I have 
desired him to write to you a few days previous to him setting off. I do not 
want any game at present.”

(708) 23 Oct   Lord Glandore, from London, to HG
“Allow me to put you in mind of your friends at Ardfert Abbey, to whom a 
cask of your Strong beer is always a most acceptable present. I believe this is 
the proper season for sending it and I shall be much obliged to you, to have 
it conveyed to Bristol, consigned to some merchant there, with directions to 
ship it for Cork, directed to me, to the care of Dennis Moglan Esqr. Merchant 
in Cork. I am not sure whether I did not give you the name of a merchant 
in Bristol the last time I got beer, If I did I forget it, but perhaps you have it 
written down, and you may consign it to the same person.
I had great pleasure in finding Lord Sackville so well. Indeed I had no 
expectation from the state of his health the last time I was in England to find 
him so much recovered. I had a letter from Lady Glandore last Monday. She 
is very well, & has been so throughout this year, but she had a very severe 
illness last year.”

(709) 28 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“I wish you would ask Mr Newton, whether he could come to Town about 
the 10th or 11th of December.
I paid to Drummonds the £411 which you gave me before I left Drayton. I 
should be glad to know whether I am to put it down, as money received 
from Drayton, or whether it is on some other account, I am told by Lord 
Cholmondeley & Mr Childe, that great damage has been done in various 
parts of the Country to Trees, by the heavy fall of snow. I hope you have not 
suffered at Drayton. Is Mr Sherard preparing Mr. Etough’s Title?”
[This is the first clear reference that William Newton has taken charge of some of the 
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running of the estate. The Rev. Etough’s son is selling land they owned in Lowick.]

(710) 10 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“I have this day received a letter from Mr. Etough informing me that Mr. 
Sherard finds some difficulty in making out a Title to his Lowick property, 
at the same time, prefers me to decide whether I will purchase it or not. I 
wish you wd. go to Mr Sherard the moment you receive this, & desire him 
to send an abstract of the Title (by return of Post) in order that I may shew it 
to Mr. Boodle, & get his opinion on the subject. I shall be glad to have some 
Venison sent two or three times, during the next fortnight.”

(711) 17 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“Mr. Boodle will write to Mr. Sherard, by this day’s Post, on the subject of 
Mr. Etough’s property. If Mr. Sherard finds there will be much difficulty in 
making out the Title, perhaps it may shorten the business, if he sends the 
Title Deeds at once to Mr. Boodle for his inspection. I mention this, as Mr. 
Etough is pressing for an immediate answer. I have desired Turner to pay 
the small sums, of which you sent me an account.”

(712) 23 Dec   Lord Sackville to HG
“Mr. Arbuthnot’s Family will be at Drayton tomorrow (Thursday) about 
three o’clock. You had better let somebody open the Gates for them. Mr. 
Arbuthnot will get to Drayton by six o’clock to dinner. I believe I shall be 
there on Saturday to stay till Tuesday. Mr. Childe tells me he has sent me 
some Cows. I have written to Lord Lucan to know what he wishes to have 
done with the two which he bought of us.”

(713) 31 Dec   Lord Sackville, from Middleton Park, to HG [Endorsed Bicester Post 
Town]
“I have had a letter from Lord Lucan, to desire that his Cows may be sent 
to him in London. I wish therefore that you would procure a careful Man, 
to drive the two Cows and the Calf. Agree with him for the price of his 
journey &c. & order him to bring them to Harley Street, from whence I will 
direct him to Lord Lucan’s.”
[Middleton Park, Middleton Stoney, Oxon, was the home of George, 5th Earl of 
Jersey, who was to serve as Master of the Horse to Queen Victoria. He had only 
recently inherited the estate. Lord Lucan is Richard, 2nd Earl of Lucan (1764-1839.]

1808

(714) 6 Jan   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I am concerned to hear of poor Mr. Mansfield’s death. His loss will be 
strongly felt by all the neighbourhood of Thrapston. Pray make very 
particular inquiries in my name after Mrs. Hibbert & the two Mrs 



	 Letters	 263

Mansfields. The Shock to them must have been very great. I was afraid the 
Wind would do much mischief at Drayton: I am happy to find the House 
escaped though I Lament the Trees in the Park.”
[S.R. Mansfield (1737-1808) had been a surgeon and apothecary in Thrapston since 
the 1770s. In 1793 he formed a partnership, Mansfield and Hewitt. He seems to 
have also acted as a vet, judging from bills in the archive.]

(715) 21 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“If you can get me a brace of Hares, or a Hare & a brace of Birds, I should be 
glad if you would send them to London.”

(716)   26 Jan   Lord Sackville to HG
“I shall be obliged to you if you will tell Clarke, that I intend having four 
or five Acres of Carrots this year, & that he must reserve that quantity of 
Land. The best for the purpose, will be ground that has been constantly 
ploughed. My Brother will see him, before the time for sowing the Carrots 
& direct him how to proceed. I hope these sudden changes of weather do 
not affect your health.”

(717) 6 Feb   Lord Sackville to HG
“If Lord Lucan writes to you about the Cows you will remember that 
my Brother sold the Oldest Cow to him for 25 guineas. The Heifer for 12 
guineas, and I paid for the Expences of the Cows to London, & for Spider’s 
wages four pounds & some shillings. Ld. Lucan therefore owes me about 
£43.”

(718) 10 Mar   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“I was extremely sorry to hear from my Brother that you had had a fall, 
whilst you was riding out with him, the last time he was at Drayton. He 
informs me, that you did not think yourself much hurt at the moment, and 
I hope you have felt no bad effects from it since. I shall be glad to hear that 
you are quite well. You will (I make no doubt) before this time, have learnt 
that poor Lord Dorchester died on Sunday last. His loss will be severely 
felt by all his Friends & by none more than myself. His disorder was a 
complication of gout and Stone, with which he had been afflicted for the 
last ten years; his death was very sudden, & fortunately he did not suffer. 
Lady Caroline was in the House, & had been sitting with him a few minutes 
before.
The next time you have occasion to write to me, pray be so good to tell me 
how Tom Bird is going on, & whether Mr. Tookey thinks he will recover the 
use of his leg perfectly. Mr. Arbuthnot desires me to thank you for letting 
him know that his Children are well.”
[Guy Carleton, 1st Baron Dorchester (1724-1808), soldier who served in the 
American War of Independence and was Governor of Quebec 1768-1778. The title 
refers to Dorchester, Oxfordshire and is not connected with the Dorchester title of 
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the Damers of Milton Abbey, Dorset.]

(719) 31 Mar   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should be glad if you would send to Finedon, for some of the baked 
Apples that are prepared there, & have them packed in a Box & directed 
to me in London. I cannot suppose that Mr. Squire can want money, & yet, 
from his pressing so much for the payment of his Annuity, one would be 
led to think he was. I think James Jessop was one of the Garden Men, but I 
am not quite certain. I hope Tom Bird is well again.”

(720) 27 Apr   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very glad to hear that you have been so fortunate with the Lambs: 
the season has been so unfavourable, that I feared you would have lost a 
great number. It was quite right to take the Colt up, as he was inclined to 
be mischief and I think you had better order him to be cut immediately, he 
must (of course) remain in the Stable till the weather becomes mild. I was 
happy to hear from Mr. Arbuthnot that the severe cold has not affected you, 
& that you are looking stout & well. You will do to the Roof of the Library 
whatever you think necessary.”

(721) 19 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very glad to hear that you have a good prospect of grass at Drayton. 
I should think the present dry weather will suit you very well. I have three 
Servants less than I had last year, & I have neither Carriage or Saddle 
Horses: but if I did not enter as many Servants as I had last year, perhaps 
it will be better to make no alteration in the number of Servants. I believe 
the only horse that is subject to the Tax, is the one that goes for letters at 
Drayton.”

(722) 19 May   Lord Sackville to HG
“I forgot to mention that I have a Chariot, & Post Chaise, but no Curricle. 
You had better send the Mare to the best Stalion you can hear of in the 
neighbourhood.”

(723) 30 May   Lord Sackville, Harley Street, to HG
“The time you have fixed for coming to Town, will suit very well, for Mr. 
Sneyd leaves me this week, and I shall then have a room to give you, which 
will be more comfortable for you, than being in a strange lodging.”

(724) 26 Jul   HG’s list of Christmas Boxes, endorsed £3-7-6
[Exactly as that of 1806 above.] 

(725) 25 Aug   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am glad to hear that you have had a pleasant excursion, and that you was 
pleased with Mistley. I told Mr. Rigby that you intended going there, and he 
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lamented that he was not to be at home. I have no kennels at present. You 
will therefore only enter those that are at Drayton. I have two four wheeled 
Carriages. I am glad to hear the harvest is going on well.” [Gladwell has been 
to Mr Rigby’s house at Mistley, Essex, so a return to the Suffolk area.]

(726) 5 Sept   Lord Sackville to HG
“I should be glad to have one more Buck sent up to Town. My Brother 
will desire you to write to Lord Lucan’s Bailiff about the bill for the Cows 
journey. I think the amount of it, together with Spider’s Expences to London 
& back to Drayton was about 4 pounds; but perhaps Spider may be able to 
tell you exactly.”

(727) 14 Sept   Rich[ard] Bagot, from Blithfield, to HG
“Lord Sackville gave Lady H. Bagot & myself leave to dine and sleep at 
Drayton on our road into Norfolk & desired me to write to you when we 
had fixd the time of our journey. We intend being there about six o’clock 
on Sunday next the 20th. I shall be obliged to you to let there be a room for 
nurse & child as well as ourselves.”
[Members of the Bagot family of Blithfield, Staffordshire.]

(728) 5 Oct   Lord Sackville, from Newmarket, to HG
“If the sheep are arrived at Drayton, you will be so good to write to Mr. 
Lee Antoine’s bailiff, at Colworth, near Bedford, to desire him to send for 
the Ram, which is to come with my two Rams from Mr. Childes. I hope 
that what I have heard about Mr. Barrett having purchased a Farm is not 
true, as I should by no means like any Tenant of mine to have land of his 
own: but I dare say it is not so, as (of course) either you or Mr. Sherard wd. 
have informed me, if any Land had been on sale in the neighbourhood of 
Drayton.”

(729) 9 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“I think Mr. Quimby asks a most exorbitant price for his Cottage & Land: 
It is however so great an object to me, that you must endeavour to get it 
as cheap as you can, only take care he makes a good title to it. Pray let me 
know as soon as Mr’ Lee sends for his Ram.”
[John Quimby was a carpenter and he had a house and 2 acres of land in Lowick.]

(730) 13 Oct   Lord Sackville to HG
“I suppose I must give the money which Mr Quimby asks for his Land, 
though it is nearly double its real value. As soon as Mr. Sherard has 
examined his title, I will send you the £300. I had received your letter, 
in which you informed me, that Mr. Lee Antoine’s Man had been for the 
Sheep. I was glad to hear that Mr. Bagot & Lady Harriet were pleased with 
Drayton.”
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(731) 12 Nov   Lord Sackville to HG
“I am very sorry that you should have imagined that I could feel displeased 
with you, on account of Mr. Barratt’s purchase of Lord Lilford’s Land. I 
confess that I do not approve of Mr. Barratt’s conduct, in having purchased 
without consulting me, and I do not believe that any Landowner would 
willingly consent to his Tenant buying a Farm in the neighbourhood 
of what he rented, but the fault is in him, and certainly not you, & I am 
only concerned that you should for a moment have made yourself uneasy 
without cause. I understood from my Brother there was some difficulty 
about Mr. Quimby’s Title; as you say they are preparing the Writings, I 
suppose that difficulty is removed. I shall be glad if you can send me some 
Game twice, or three times, in the course of the next fortnight. I hope you 
go out shooting constantly & that you shoot as well as ever you did.
P.S. The Income & Outgoings at Drayton, would be ascertained just as well 
in the years 1806 & 1807, as in 1807 & 1808.”

(732) 22 Nov   Lord Sackville, from Mistley Hall, to HG
“I intend sleeping at Drayton, on my way into Staffordshire, on Friday next. 
I fear it will be late before I get there: I wish you would tell Pope to sit up 
for me.”

[This is the last year where extensive letters survive, presumably since William 
Newton has taken over the general running of the estate. What follows is therefore 
a somewhat scattered selection of documents His account books and vouchers 
continue until November 1814.]

1809

(733) Oct   My Orders from my Lord

House Expences to be paid by Mr. Gladwell at Drayton

Housekeeping; Gardens; Cellars; Stables; Wages; Repairs of House; 
Assessed Taxes; Property Tax on House; Woodford Manor; school of 
Industry; Subscrn. To Northampton Hospital; Lowick School. [These appear 
as a list.]

1810

(734) [Undated but watermarked 1810. Presumably from the remarks, the 
Summer.] Lord Sackville to HG
“You must have imagined that I had neglected answering your letter. The 
fact is, I have been out of Town for some days, & your letter has but just 
reached me. I shall be very glad to see you whenever it is agreeable to you, 
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and your Room shall be ready for you. What delightful weather for the 
Country.”

(735) [Undated but watermarked 1810] Lord Sackville to George Germain
“The contents of your letter, just received, have surprised me considerably, 
as I had not the least idea of your intentions, but as your welfare & 
Happiness have ever been, & ever will be, to the latest moment of my 
existence, the first objects of my heart, whatever is likely to increase them 
must always be most gratifying to me. On this, & on every other occasion, 
any thing & every thing that depends on me you must feel sure of. 
The account of the arable part of the Farm is a bad one. I suppose turning up 
so much fresh soil must naturally bring weeds, but time will destroy them 
& the difficulties you will have experienced will increase the pleasure of 
overcoming them. I dined at the Abbot’s yesterday to meet the Prince & the 
Ministers, & we had a very gay pleasant dinner. The Prince as usual (when 
he sees me) exceedingly good humoured & civil. Perhaps you will have 
heard that Eagle won both the Plates at Huntingdon. Wortley has insisted 
on my buying a Hack of his, which he says is the most perfect creature that 
can be (except that it starts). I wish if you can get a helper in the Stables, you 
w’d send Slip down to Wortley, to bring the Hack to Drayton. Wortley Hall 
is ten Miles beyond Sheffield. I sh’d think he would be able to find his way 
down by some Sheffield Coach. I am glad to hear the Cow Stock is going on 
well: I do not understand what has happened to the Moore Cow. God bless 
you dear George: Write to me again soon.
[postscript] You had better give a Note to Slip desiring the Hack to be 
delivered.”
[The news George has given his brother is unclear but it might be his engagement to 
Harriet Pearce. This is the first indication of Charles’s involvement with the circle 
of the Prince Regent, who is to become a close personal friend (see Introduction).]

1811

(736) A copy by HG of Sir John Germaine’s will 1717

A Copy of Sir John Germains last Will taken Jany 5 1811 by H Gladwell. The 
Original Will I sent to Mr Boodle this day.
“This is the last Will and Testament of me Sir John Germain of Drayton 
in the County of Northampton Knight and Barronet made this Six 
and twentieth day of July in the year of our Lord one Thousand Seven 
hundred and seventeen As to concerning All my Manors Messuages Lands 
Tenements and hereditaments in the County if Northampton or elsewhere 
in the Kingdom of Great Britain First I Revoke all my former Wills 
Concerning the same I Devise all my said Reall estates in the County of 
Northampton or elsewhere And all my Rights Interests Estates Claims and 
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Demands whatsoever therein or thereunto or to any part or parcel thereof 
unto My Dear wife The Lady Elizabeth Germain her Heirs and Assigns for 
ever To her and their own Use and benefit.
And I Desire my said wife before shee shall Marry again to take good 
advice that All Descendants from her Shall when she or any of them shall 
be in Possession of my Capital house at Drayton in the said County of 
Northampton shall take upon him or her or them the surname of Germain 
in All Deeds and evidence In Witness whereof I have hereunto sett my 
Hand and seal the Day and Yeare First above written. J Germain.”

1812

(737) 3 Jany  HG to Chr[istopher] Smyth 
“I have inclosed to your Letter that Mr Watts Recd from Mrs. Mary Smith 
daughter of the late Mrs. Susannah Weed who Died on the 27 of December 
last on the 21st of the same Month I paid Mrs Weed one Years Annuity to the 
23 of July 1811. As soon as I receive your Answer what I am to do I will send 
to you my Account and pay the Balance to you or your Account at Messrs. 
Drummonds.”
[A copy dated 26 August 1813 asking for reply.]

(738) 15 Jan   Messrs. Drummond to HG
“We are favoured with your Letter of the 13 Inst. And underneath we send 
your Account of the dividends we Received on the £700 Consold 3 pr. Cent 
in Mr C Smyths & your joint Names.
1811		  July 9th			  £9.9.  	 to 5 July
1812		  Jany 8th			    9.9.	 to 5 Jany

(739) 15 Mar [HG’s endorsement]   Henry Leete to HG
“I fully intended to have called upon you at Drayton this Morning but was 
prevented by Business as I thought you might wish to know how Craddock 
& poor old John were going on. I have troubled you with a line to say that 
Craddock gets worse and I fear there is little chance of his doing well; and 
as John Meadows He is much the same as He has been for the last fortnight 
with no prospect on my part of being any farther Service to Him than 
perhaps prolonging his Life for a short time, He seemed to think it hard 
He was to lose his weekly allowance of meat it certainly contributes to his 
Comfort perhaps if Ld. Sackville were aware of that He wd. not wish it to be 
discontinued – I hope you will excuse me for mentioning it I have no Motive 
in it farther than doing the poor Old Man good – and of course you will use 
your own discretion as to mentioning to his Lordship – Sarah Richardson is 
better – Should you be over London Bridge You may find Mrs Leete at her 
Mothers Mrs Griffiths in Falcon Court nearly opposite St. Georges Church, 
where I am sure she would be very glad to see you. She leaves London for 
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Margate on Wednesday next.”
[Henry Leete (c.1779-1853) was a surgeon in Bridge Street. Thrapston. His 
relationship with the local Leete family is unclear.]

(740) 12 May   Chr[istopher] Smyth to HG
“As all the Legacies due under the Will of the late Mr Mark Day have now 
been discharged, & the Annuitants are all dead, Mr Barber, who is now 
beneficially interested in the Stock in the Funds wishes to have the account 
to the present time, & the Stock transferred. You will therefore be so good 
as to send me a draft of the account as soon as you conveniently can, & I will 
then let you know whether Mr Barber would have the Stock transferred to 
himself or sold.
I shall be glad to have a remittance of Miss King’s years rent due at Lady 
Day, having received her other Rents, & waiting only for Lord Sackville’s to 
send them altogether.”

(741) 11 Jun   Rob[er]t Godby,”Tresurer”,  from Huntingdon, to HG
“I have inclosed Messrs C & J Pashellers draft on Sir J. Esdaile & Co. for 
Fifty four Pounds at one Month deducting Six Pounds for Property tax 
together fifty Pounds for one Years Interest due to Lord Sackville at Lady 
Day 1811 – on £1500 lent to the Trust on Thrapston.”

(742) 22 Jul [Presumably HG to Christopher Smyth]
“Messrs Drummond have informed me that then or on the 8 Instant Recd 
½ a years Div in the 700 standing in your and my name in the 3 pr Cent 
Consols to the 5 Instant.
I have inclosed to you my Account of Money Recd. and paid to the Anns. of 
the late Mark Day deceased and there is a Balance of £41.17.2 which I hope 
you will find right & which sum I will pay to your order.”

1813

(743) 26 Jul   N. Haynes, from Oundle, to HG
“The occasion of my deferring writing to you before this time, I have 
disappointed seeing the Person till Saterday and could send no answer I am 
sorry to say he is so engaged as he can not make it convenient at this time. 
I intend to be near Drayton on either Wednesday or Thursday next, when I 
will do myself the pleasure to call on you. I shall think it no trouble so that 
I can be of any service to give satisfaction I will come soon as I can since 
I saw you. I have given things a consideration will not be so well to give 
a detail of things with Par or by a Personal interview. I shall at all times 
render you any advantage.”
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(744) 30 Jul   N. Haynes, from Oundle, to HG
“I have seen the Young Man I have engaged him to come on Sunday 
Evening next his name is Thos. Moore I have desired him to exert himself 
for usefulness so as to give satisfaction, I have engaged him for a Month at 
£3 a Day. as he must be at lodging which is more expensive than being at 
home. If he gives satisfaction of hoeing Turnips I think he will well deserve 
a Guinea a Week. I shall leave it for your judgement to decide.”

(745) 31 Jul   Chr[istopher] Smyth, from Northampton, to HG
“Be so good as to send me a copy of your account, & pay the balance of 
it to my account at Messrs. Drummonds, and I will pay the amount to 
Mr William Barber, who is entitled to it under the will of his Sister Mrs 
Elizabeth Barber; and as all the dividends under Mr Mark Day’s Will 
are dead, & the Legacies paid, the Stock which stands in our names also 
belongs to Mr Barber & when I see him I will ask him whether he will have 
the Stock sold, or transferred to him, & acquaint you with what he says.”

(746) 2 Aug   [Unsigned but from Francis Rigby at Mistley, Essex] to HG
“Mr Rigby begs to know if Mr Gladwell has been so good as to keep Him 
a Couple of Cygnets this year – if so He will endeavour to make some 
arrangement for their conveyance across the Country into Essex.”

(747) 8 Sept  Draft letter to Christopher Smyth from HG
“I have inclosed to you my Account with the Excrs of the late Mr Mark 
Day late of Lowick which I hope you will find Right. There is a Balance of 
£59.7.10 which sum I will pay to your Account at Messrs. Drummonds as 
soon as I have your order.”

(748) 10 Dec   Chr[istopher] Smyth, from Northampton, to HG
“I received your letter with the power of attorney from you to me to 
authorize Messrs, Drummonds to transfer the 700 3 per Cent Consols 
standing in our joint names to Mr Barber. I have filled up Mr Basss place 
of residence & the date of the Power of Attorney, & executed it, but as 
there is only one witness to your exercising it, I have returned it to you 
that you may execute it before Mr Tisoe & some other person, whose place 
of abode & quality must also be written against his name, for you will 
see on the back of the Power of Attorney that it must be attested by two 
witnesses. As soon as you have executed it, be so good as to send it back to 
Messrs. Drummonds that they may make the Transfer. I will desire Messrs. 
Drummond to place the 1.4.6 to your account, & you may tell them to put 
the postage of your Letter to them with the power to my account. 
Mr Newton has paid Mr King’s Rent.”
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(749)   23 Jul   W. Bradley, from 10 King Street, Swallow Street, [London], to HG
“I hope you will pardon the Liberty I have taken in intruding these few 
lines on your Notice particularly after so long lapse of time, but Distress it is 
urges me to Solicit your kind interference upon the following Subject. I am 
the son of Thomas Bradley to whom the late Lord Sackville up to the time of 
my fathers death which happened in the year 1789 allowed him a Stipend of 
10 Guineas per year for his past services to the family and my fathers death 
happening a short period before his Yearly Allowance became due I applied 
to his Lordship where he then resided in Cumberland Place for payment 
thereof and was answered by his Valet that as he died before the same 
became due it could not be paid Since which until within these last 3 Years 
I was not necessitated and did not make any further application thereon. I 
am now reduced to the Greatest Distress having been out of employ above 
18 Months and having a Wife & Child who are very Ailing totally relying 
on me for Support. Therefore under the above Circumstances if you will 
have the Goodness to use your Interest with My Lord in Soliciting the 
above Sum or any trifling Donation which his Lordship may please to make 
it will be the Greatest possible Charity that be bestowed and will be very 
Gratefully acknowledged by your Distressed Servant to Command”

(750) 5 Oct   C[hristopher] Tuck, from London, to HG
“My Dr Uncle, This is a most pleasing task I’m about to perform, the Allied 
Forces enterd Paris on the 30 of last Month at 9 O’clock in the Morng. 
After a severe action on the 29 at Bellvele the allies where about to force 
the barriers, but a flag of Peace where sent to capitulate & the Emperor of 
Russia & King of Prussia compld, the loss on the part of the Enemy was 
considerable, the Guns have fired, thank Heavens for his mercies for the 
great & most glorious event. Adieu.”

[Henry Gladwell died 31 December.]
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APPENDIX A

AN EPITOME OF THE WILL OF HENRY 
GLADWELL

[Most of the names have appeared in the letters]

This is the last Will & Testament of me Henry Gladwell of Drayton House in 
the Parish of Lowick in the County of Northamptonshire Gentleman
To be buried in the chancel of Lowick church in the same grave as my late 
wife
Funeral to be conducted by Rev Jackson of Lowick
I give and bequeath unto the Right Honorable the Countess of Glandore the 
sum of £500
To Charles Lord Viscount Sackville £1000
To the Hon George Germain £500
To my nephew Christopher Tuck1 of Saint Georges Road, East Ratcliff 
Highway, London £1000
To my friend Edward Boodle of Brook Street, Grosvenor Square, London, 
£200
To my friend William Yorke2 of Thrapston £200
To my friend John Boodle of Brook Street, Grosvenor Square £200
To my friend John Mortimer Junior of Polstead, near Nayland, Suffolk £200
To James Mortimer, son of John Mortimer3 £200
To my sister-in-law – Patience of Ipswich £200
To her husband £50 due to me by his bond
To Mrs Yorke, wife of William Yorke, £400
To my friend Rev Joseph Jackson, Rector of Lowick, £100
To Mrs Jackson £50

1	 It has not been possible to find out more about Christopher Tuck
2	 William Yorke (b.1748) the accountant son of Daniel Yorke  (d.1786) of 

Thrapston. He was articled to his father in 1766 and in 1800 took his son 
(b.1784) into the business.

3	 John Mortimer (1738-1807) was married to Ann Seabrook (1739-1791) and had 
two sons, John Seabrook Mortimer (1763-1807) and Samuel Sachs Mortimer 
(1769-1838). John Seabrook Mortimer is listed here as John junior, and his 
son being James Mortimer (1781-1837). James was obviously grateful for his 
bequest as he named his son born in 1815 Henry Gladwell Mortimer. He was 
a surveyor and then building contractor in Lewisham (d.1876).
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To – Cranston of the late Thomas Cranston of Stoke near Nayland4 £50
To Mrs Martha Etough of Islip, the widow of the late Rev Mr Etough £40
To Henry Gladwell Etough, son of Mrs Etough £20
To my friend William Newton of Lowick, £50 & to Mrs Newton his wife £50
To Elizabeth Lackington, widow of Charles Lackington, late of Charles Street, 
St James’s Square5 £20
To my Godson George Bird, son of Charles Bird £20
To my God daughter Ann Perkins £20
To Charles Turner6, cook to the said Charles Viscount Sackville £100
To my God daughter Caroline Knight [daughter of] Diana Knight7 £300
To Mary Thomas £10
To Thomas Darnell8 £10
To Edward Martin, servant to Lord Sackville £10
To William Pope £10
To Richard Perkins gamekeeper9 £50
To Thomas Bird of Slipton £10
To Mary Bird, servant to Lord Sackville £10
To Alice Woolston also servant to Lord Sackville £10
To my Godson Charles Clarke, son of Thomas Clarke £20
To Mrs Lort of Sackville Lodge, Islip Field £20
To the Trustees & Guardians of the Foundling Hospital in London £100
To the poor of Lowick £20 to be distributed at Christmas after my decease
To Edward Boodle, William Yorke & John Boodle £800 to be laid out in 
Government funds or securities, with dividends to my servant Samuel Tysoe 
and to the Governors of the General Infirmary of Northampton
To William Newton all my wines & liqueurs
To John Boodle my gun
Dated 12 June 1813 Witness by William Owen & John Blunt
Proved 9 June 1815
	 Total amount: £6700

4	 It has not been possible to trace Thomas Cranston.
5	 Charles Lackington died 1807, leaving a son George.
6	 Charles Braxton Turner in the Letters.
7	 Diana was the wife of John Knight who farmed land in Islip. She was the 

daughter of Mary Thomas, the Drayton housekeeper.
8	 Thomas Darnell, the Drayton gardener, died 1819 and is buried at Lowick.
9	 Recorded as being gamekeeper from 1792-1822.
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APPENDIX B

Charles Sackville, Esquire.
Charles Sackville Esquire was the illegitimate son of the 2nd Duke of Dorset. 
It seems that the Duke had a number of affairs before his marriage in 1744 and 
Charles was the result of one of them. He figures in Lord George Sackville’s 
will: “To Charles Sackville Esqr. the reputed natural Son of my late Brother 
Charles Duke of Dorset deceased, One Annuity or Yearly Sum of £100”.  He 
was involved with the banking business of Sir Robert Herries in St James’s 
Street and became a partner, and where he was associated with his cousin, 
Charles Viscount Sackville. He may not have enjoyed especially good health 
since it is recorded that he goes to Bath and Tunbridge Wells and spends 
some years abroad. In 1793 he goes abroad again, leaving a paper in his rooms 
beginning: “As I am on the Eve of going abroad for a few months and wanting 
time to apply to my Lawyer, I leave this paper behind and solemnly declare it 
to contain my last Will and Testament”. Whether he ever returned is unclear 
but on the 18th of December 1795 while in Venice he died, as the Gentleman’s 
Magazine records: “in six hours illness, after a fit, supposed to proceed from 
the gout in the Stomach” aged 6110. The paper containing his will was used 
to obtain probate by his main legatees, Robert Herries Junior and his mother 
Dame Catherine.  He leaves only small legacies, a few hundred pounds to 
various people together with some of his possessions, most notably several 
hundred volumes from his private library.  He is clearly accepted as part 
of the Sackville family as he frequently visits Knole and brings news of the 
Duke & Duchess of Dorset. He was a regular visitor to Drayton, as several 
of the letters quoted attest, with most of them sending warm regards to the 
Gladwells and the Rev Etough of Lowick.  He is an intriguing character and 
more could probably be discovered about his life by further research. 

10	 His death is also recorded in the Monthly Magazine Feb 1796 and The Argus 
1796, indicating that he had considerable status in society.
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[In a correspondence of this kind there are a large number of names, 
places, subjects, etc mentioned, but here only those which have some 
relevance to the context of the volume have been indexed. Since 
the names of Henry Gladwell and Charles Viscount Sackville (i.e. 
Lord Sackville) occur on almost every page, neither of these are 
indexed, save in Gladwell’s case, since his origin is uncertain, family 
references have been included.]

NAMES
Abbot, John (Lowick)	 90, 
Arbuthnot, Charles	 18, 260, 283, 321, 439, 446, 463, 484, 		

	 592, 602, 699, 706-7, 712, 718-20
Armstrong, Capt.	 55-56
Baker	 90, 277, 342, 353, 387
Bagot, Richard (Blithfield, Staffs)	 727, 730
Bale {Withyham, Sussex)	 13, 15, 226, 289, 302, 347
Barber (Moulton)	 277, 433, 549, 649, 657, 740, 745, 748 
Bass (Lowick)	 353, 748
Bateman, Lord & Lady	 10-11, 16, 29-30, 35, 54, 56, 59, 70,
(Shobdon, Herefordshire)	 116-121, 132, 138, 144, 147, 169, 174-7, 	

	 186, 192, 205, 213, 219, 223, 233, 249, 		
	 258, 264, 274, 323-4, 337-8, 355, 		
	 359-62, 365, 413, 417 429, 436, 441, 		
	 444-5, 454, 475-7, 485-89, 505, 513, 		
	 527, 538, 543-8, 556-7, 562, 593 

Beeby (tenant)	 67, 70, 316, 453
Bennet, Thomas (Stoneland)	 37, 40, 52, 58, 60, 82, 98, 289
Billing, Zach	 2
Billingham, Richard	 6
Bird, Charles & Mary	 90 101 112-3, 220, 240, 388, 416, 449, 		

	 466, 561, 652, 669, 695, 699-700, 704, 		
	 718, 719

Bloodsworth (surveyor)	 460, 463
Box		  2, 24, 58, 79, 466
Bradley, John & William (Lowick)	 63, 90, 169
Brown, John (groom)	 378, 398, 402, 417, 517, 626
Byng, John (Wrotham Park)	 563, 567, 601, 685, 688, 691, 702
Callaway, William	 5, 44-5, 54, 111, 289, 448
Clarke, John 	 552 et passim
Clitherow, Col.	 638-40
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Coke, Thomas William, of Norfolk	 71
Crick, Francis	 71, 145, 165, 171
Crosbie (Limerick, Ireland)	 175, 181, 188, 210, 275, 381
Cunningham, General	 55, 109, 111, 143, 166, 184, 187, 220
Currey, Caesar	 13, 82, 289
Cumberland, Richard	 15, 20, 656
Dad or Dod	 74, 76
Darlington, Earl of	 660-61,671, 677, 683, 686
Damer, Miss, George & Lord Milton	 15, 20, 41, 278, 557, 701
Darnell 	 48, 85, 90, 626
Day, Mark or Mary	 7, 220, 289, 433, 549, 657, 740, 742, 		

	 745, 747
Dier, Mark	 5, 29, 253, 391, 418
Donegal, Lord	 298, 302, 304, 618
Dorchester, Lord	 656, 718 
Dorset, Duke of	 13, 16, 19, 32, 34, 56-7, 85, 87-8, 101, 		

	 112, 114,130, 140, 166, 187-8, 207, 211, 		
	 227, 264-6, 268-69, 270, 279-80, 283, 		
	 302

Edmonds  (Boughton)	 588, 605-6, 619
Egg, Durs	 514
Elderkin (Lowick)	 90, 288, 479
Elwes, R.C.	 575
Etough, Rev. (Lowick)	 7, 42, 54, 56, 97, 157, 174, 205, 384, 		

	 393-95, 404, 408, 411, 414, 685, 709-11
Fancourt, Rev	 414, 442, 449, 451
Farrar, Mrs (Westminster School)	 85, 87-88
Freeman (Lowick)	 3, 234-5, 288, 552
Gabb (mason)	 32
Gardiner (Knole)	 85, 87, 92, 98, 229, 442
Germain, George	 16, 24, 35, 41, 45, 50, 54, 57, 65, 84-88, 	

	 90, 96-97, 102, 108, 112-3,119-20, 130, 		
	 134-7, 140, 149, 160, 162-3, 170, 172, 	
	 178, 182, 203, 213-14, 220-21, 241, 257, 	
	 260, 264, 327, 356, 365, 372, 384, 388, 		
	 466, 546, 625, 627, 637

Germaine, Sir John	 3, 736
Gladwell, Henry (family &c)	 8, 26-27, 71, 145-6, 165, 171, 607, 616,  
Godfrey, Rev. & Barbara	 224-5, 227, 270-2, 283, 298, 301-2, 304
Grandison, Lord	 143-4, 155
Hanbury, William (Kelmarsh)	 166, 264, 274, 365, 513, 610
Hart	 497, 499, 503, 509, 525, 540, 542-3, 		

	 548, 561
Henley, Miss or Mrs	 54, 57
Herbert, Henry Arthur	 12, 16,19-20, 30, 52, 55, 82, 129, 144, 		
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	 155, 193, 197, 205, 210, 233, 249, 		
	 263-4, 274-6, 278, 339-40, 346, 362, 		
	 365, 381-2, 527, 544, 553, 557

Hobart, Miss	 4. 15, 283
Irvine, Lady Caroline	 266, 269, 280
Jackson, Rev.	 440, 585, 627
Jervis (tenant)	 73
Judge (tenant)	 28, 47, 59 
Knight (tenant)	 43, 63, 73, 75, 90, 96, 99, 117, 218, 220, 	

	 353, 424, 475,571, 583, 616, 646, 662, 		
	 688, 703

Lackington, Charles	 5, 81, 92, 98-99, 106, 108, 116, 129, 	
	 130, 137, 141, 149, 152, 156, 158, 160, 		
	 175, 183, 188, 193-5, 209, 214, 217, 		
	 224-5, 227, 231-2, 415, 432, 658, 659

Lawrey, Rev.	 409, 414, 424, 440
Lee (of Colworth, Beds)	 399, 418-22, 492, 500, 728-30
Leete (tenant)	 121, 123-4, 739
Leighton, Miss	 15, 20, 344
Leighton, Sir Robert	 637
Lenton (glazier)	 90
Lettin (tenant)	 2
Lockington, Arthur 	 3, 90, 240, 253, 311, 314, 318, 480	
Llewellyn, Rev.	 582, 624-5
Loughborough, Lord	 85, 87-88, 135-6, 137, 139-40, 201-3, 		

	 208, 245-6, 254
Love, Elizabeth & Mary	 5, 26-7, 38, 53, 92, 144, 155, 205, 213, 		

	 301, 390, 408, 415, 479, 522, 591, 		
	 610-618, 627, 636, 663, 668-70 

Luck, John (tenant)	 67, 70, 90, 218, 220, 289, 303, 662
Mansfield, Dr	 90, 253, 330, 342, 521-2, 714
Mead or Meads
(see Buckingham estate)
Meadows (tenant)	 90, 338, 342, 739
Milman, Dr	 223, 229, 513, 544
Milner, Sir William	 409				  
Milton, Lord see Damer
Mortimer, John & Ann	 71, 145, 165, 171, 472, 635
Nailor, Joseph	 3
Newton, William (Lowick)	 25, 70, 79, 292, 709, 732, 748
Oldham, James (heating)	 239, 243-4, 248, 250, 253, 265
Ongley, Lord	 113, 220, 364, 466
Patrick (tenant)	 90, 310, 433, 549, 620
Patience, Elizabeth	 26-7
Perkins, Richard (Lowick)	 653, 699, 706	
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Perry, Jane	 4, 15, 226
Pope, William	 5, 16, 113, 118, 213, 259-60, 273, 382, 		

	 416, 430, 568, 627, 647, 732
Porter, Nurse	 143-4, 155
Pulteney, Sir William	 218, 423, 426, 488, 660, 671
Quimby (Lowick)	 729-30
“Red Monk”	 19-20
Rigby, Francis	 165, 260, 285, 297, 300, 333, 379, 405, 		

	 414, 424, 493, 725, 746
Robinson, Sir George (Cranford)	 87. 220. 482
Sackville Caroline	 9, 14-15, 18-20, 29, 81, 133, 174, 177, 		

	 197, 205, 210, 215, 219, 223, 226, 249, 		
	 258, 267, 365

Sackville, Charles, Esqr.	 19, 33, 45, 55-6, 110-1, 148, 166, 207, 		
	 266, 269, 270-2, 275-6, 278-283, 285, 		
	 328, 345, 352, 354, 356, 362

Salmon (Buckingham)	 104, 115-6, 353, 525
Sambrooke inheritance	 1
Seamark, Frances (Drayton)	 48, 90, 101, 480			 
Smith, Dr (Westminster School)	 79, 83, 111, 140, 200, 203, 220, 245-6, 		

	 293
Smith, Widow (tenant)	 67, 70, 72, 75, 79 
Smyth, Christopher	 66-7, 70, 72-3, 75, 79, 433, 447, 527, 		

	 549, 649, 657, 737-8, 740, 742, 745, 		
	 747-8

Sneyd, Walter (Keele, Staffs)	 534, 608-9, 6745-5, 723
Snow (plasterer)	 32
Spencer, Earl	 375, 383
Spencer, Thomas (tenant)	 67, 70, 72-3, 75 123-4, 310, 677
Squires, William (Islip)	 43, 60-1, 63, 90-1, 220, 311, 401, 437-8, 	

	 491, 508, 619, 652-4, 676, 697-8, 719
Stephens, William	 311, 314, 349
Stone (surveyor, Bedford)	 422, 429, 434, 459, 462-3
Stopford, Lord	 585-9, 596, 600, 605-6, 625
Tassie, James 	 160, 188
Tebbutt (tenant)	 426, 460
Thomas, Mary and James	 5, 33, 58, 60, 76, 85-88, 90, 92, 101, 		

	 105, 108, 112-13, 118, 134, 172, 322, 		
	 327, 336, 342, 371, 442, 448, 468, 493, 		
	 565, 620-21, 626-7

Thompson, Sir Benjamin	 34, 55-6
Tollemache, Lady	 146, 165, 171
Tookey	 515, 627, 701, 718
Tuck, Christopher	 628, 636, 656, 663, 750 
Turner, B. C.	 98, 135, 229, 385-7, 415, 417, 442, 448, 	
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	 466, 511, 560, 579, 659, 674, 696, 711
Vere, Lord	 316, 425
Vulliamy, Justin, Benjamin &c	 54
Wade (Lowick)	 3, 240, 342
Waples (Lowick) 	 90
Ward, Lady Arabella	 166, 174, 183, 197, 365-6 
Ward, Thomas	 239, 349-50, 359
Waughcope, Rev	 624-5
Weed, Susannah	 433, 737
Weatherall	 54, 63, 253
Welstead	 496-7, 619
Whitchurch, Stephen (Lowick)	 90
Woods, John	 336-8, 342
Worthington (tenant)	 67, 70, 72, 83, 85, 162-3, 170, 182, 184, 	

	 386, 519, 521
Yorke, Daniel & William	 2-3, 23, 31, 33-4, 37, 40, 43-4, 48-51, 		

	 49-50, 53-4, 60-65, 75, 83, 85, 99, 101, 	
	 170, 368, 412, 481, 507, 549

PLACES AND SUBJECTS

Aldwinkle manor	 368
Ardfert, Kerry, Ireland	 (see Glandore, Countess of)
Boughton House gardens	 256
Brigstock Fair	 25, 57, 62, 99, 151, 426, 458
Buckingham estate	 11, 28, 47, 59, 80, 104. 115-6, 127, 131-		

	 2, 138,147, 167, 176, 186, 191-2, 198. 		
	 329. 443, 450, 487, 527, 540, 542-3, 		
	 547, 561, 584 -5, 593, 599, 602, 613

Drayton	
	 General	 57-8
	 Beer	 90, 94, 129-30, 185, 187-8, 190, 193, 	

	 236-40, 252, 257, 263, 277, 304, 309, 		
	 319, 381-2, 428, 430, 498, 506, 616, 		
	 645-7, 708

	 Deer	 23, 54, 57, 85, 87, 113, 294, 384, 561, 		
	 699

	 Estate poor people	 384-392, 405-6, 470, 493, 544, 557-9, 		
	 561, 571

	 Expence of	 57, 61, 66-67, 85, 90, 96, 101 
	 Horses	 20, 54, 57, 65, 179, 239, 253, 260, 288, 		

	 297, 336, 357-9, 375-6, 391, 398-9, 		
	 413-4, 418-20, 431, 455, 493, 527, 		
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	 541-2, 602, 608-9, 612, 632-3, 661, 663, 	
	 665, 696, 713, 721

	 House, alterations	 230, 244, 248, 250-1, 253, 255, 311, 		
	 313-18

	 House, heating	 248, 253
	 House inventory 1770	 2
	 Kennel	 364, 725
	 Mole plough	 386, 499, 503, 540, 662
	 Pineapples	 83, 85, 87
	 Servants	 90, 101
	 Stables	 23, 57, 121, 239, 243, 277, 290, 342-3, 		

	 353, 357, 439, 491
	 Surveying	 32, 147, 420. 459 
	 Timber	 70, 73, 75, 79, 121-4, 168-9, 192, 353, 		

	 497, 501-3, 507-511, 528, 546, 552, 599
East Grinstead, Sussex	 55, 266
Finedon dried apples	 315. 321-2, 719
Harrowden Hall	 517, 520
Ireland journey	 16
Islip inclosure	 251, 491-3, 496, 520, 523, 526, 530, 		

	 609-10, 619
Islip farm &c	 199, 491
London, George Street	 74-78
	 Kew Lane house	 4, 6
	 Whitehall house	 18, 20, 32, 34, 37, 54, 57
Lowick, White Horse Inn, stables	 343, 353
Militia	 365, 375, 377, 448, 511, 514, 573, 577, 		

	 581-2, 587-9, 590, 596, 600, 604, 638 
Muckross, Killarney, Ireland 	 (see Herbert, Henry Arthur)
Oxford university	 15
Raunds inclosure	 452-3
Rowley	 145, 165, 472
Sambrooke inheritance	 1
Shobdon Court, Herefordshire 	 (see Bateman, Lord & Lady)
Slipton farm	 67, 73, 79, 83, 575, 626, 705
Slipton, living	 624-5
South Sea Stock	 17, 36, 87-8, 668-669
Stoneland, Sussex	 5, 13-15, 20, 26, 37, 40, 52, 82, 302, 		

	 448, 645
Tendring, Suffolk	 71, 165
Thrapston Bridge	 401, 427, 491
Venison	 40, 45, 79, 83, 85-88, 134-40, 142, 148, 	

	 162, 164, 166, 200-8, 239-243, 245-6 		
	 290, 345-6, 348, 352, 362, 407-9, 423, 		
	 439, 442, 444-6 463-7, 482-4, 511-12, 		
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	 556-9, 578-82, 637, 642-4, et passim
Woburn Abbey	 311, 581, 614, 638, 698, 701
Wooburn farm	 98, 480, 483
Woodford 	 18, 368, 461, 619, 733
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